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Young engineers show their stuff at CSUF

JEFF CHONG/Daily Titan

Patty Velazquez, left, and Huy Luong of Century High School test a sail 
car they are making for Wednesday's MESA competition. 

By MELISSA MORRIS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Four hands reached for the few straws, 
pins, balls and paper that were in supply. 
Fingers bent the straws in multiple direc-
tions, each time uncertain of the new 
design  

 “Yeah!” shouted Zyrikey Smith to his 
partner Bien Huynh, when he thought 

their design might win the Sail Car com-
petition.

Smith was one of the more than 200 
kids to swarm the area around the Engi-
neering Department on Wednesday, in 
search of a project that would catapult 
the participants into first-place. 

Rushing from one competition to 
another, local high school students were 
eager to prove their wits in games that 
stretched their creative muscle.  Naked 
Egg Drop, Eggdrop, Balsawood Bridges 
and Sail Cars were among the Math-
ematics, Engineering, and Science 
Achievement Program areas in which 
kids competed.

Vonna Hammerschmitt, director of the 
MESA program, said that of the approxi-

mately 200 teen-agers who competed, 
only a few would go home with a medal. 
Students competed for just 60 medals. 
The winners qualified for the MESA 
Day competition at Long Beach State in 
mid-March.

Brothers Richard and Saul Ramon, 
of Santa Ana High School, earned their 
Long Beach right-of-passage when they 
won the Balsawood Bridge competition. 
Richard, 18, and Saul, 17, combined their 
talents to construct a gold medal-winning 
bridge capable of supporting 147 pounds 
of weight.  

The brothers agreed it was neat to 
work on a joint project after having com-

   sing the magical touch of her fingers, Elaine Troutman, a 
19-year-old Cal State Fullerton student, has turned a natural talent 
once reserved for friends into a job that is helping put her through 
school.

As a hostess at her previous job, Elaine Troutman was only 
making $7 an hour. Troutman realized there must be some other 
way to bring in more money.  

Troutman was famous with her friends for soothing their aches 
and pains with massages and they recommended she further her 
abilities.  Her boss’ friend knew of  a massage school and passed 
on the information of how to get started.

“I never took them seriously. I thought being a massage thera-
pist was a sleazy thing because that’s how people first interpret it 

. . . but soon realized it was a growing field and an actual profes-
sion,” Troutman said.

In order for Troutman to receive her Certificate of Completion, 
she needed to take a nine week anatomy course along with 100 
hours of massage.

Troutman specializes in the Swedish Circulatory massage. It is 
a technique that improves blood circulation, helps you cope with 
stress,  removes knots and relieves tension utilizing firm flowing 
strokes. 

Even with her high income and busy schedule, she never once 
thought about dropping out of school.

“This is a stepping stone to get me where I want to go,” she said.
Laurel Nemmert, Elaine’s mother, knew she was “overwork-

ing herself,” by hostessing 40 hours a week and also carrying a 
full load at school.  

“I’m so proud Elaine found such a profitable job,” her 
mother said. 

 Troutman said the only trouble she runs into is that some men 
feel that she is selling more than a professional massage. 

“I refuse their demands because I work in a respectable place 
and am able to walk out at any time,” she said.

Troutman said the scariest part of the job is not knowing what 
type of client she will get or what their motive is behind coming 
in to get a massage.  Most of the people come in for the relaxation 
and sleep to relieve muscle tension.  But, she says, “Others come 
in to see what they can get away with.” 

Fullerton
cartooners
win it all

By CHRISTOPHER LAMB
Daily Titan Staff Writer

 Quality, teamwork and nine 
hours of exhausting marathon ani-
mation drawing paid off for a team 
of Cal State Fullerton art students. 
They beat 80 other teams to win the 
Best Animation at the World Ani-
mation Celebration in Pasadena.

 Most of the team went to the 
award ceremony last Saturday, 
many brought their families. Mike 
Williams said the team was pretty 
excited about the win, especially 
Tim Wollweber.

“I made a big fool of myself, but 
we were all pretty excited about 
winning, there is a pride in doing a 
good job,” Wollweber said.

The week-long World Anima-
tion Celebration invited over 400 
schools to send teams to the one 
day World Animation Marathon. 
Each team of ten students made a 
30-second animated segment on the 
theme of cultural diversity. All the 
segments are then put together to 
make a 50 minute film. Teams are 
judged by professional animators 
in five categories: Best story, Best 
Character Design, Best Color, Best 
Overall Sequence, and Best Anima-
tion.

“Our story was the least serious, 
We has this Jessica Rabbit witch in 
a haunted house. She eats some-
thing and blows chunks, then eats 
different people and feels better,” 
said Wollweber. “Our tag line was 
cultural diversity just tastes better.” 

Last year, the CSUF  team won 
Best Overall Sequence. This year, 
CSUF sent three teams. The win-
ning team included Dan Beard, 
Cindy Swanson, Tim Wollweber, 
Martin Hsu, Sandi Anderson, Glenn 
Simmos, Janice Metughs, Dan Sci-
orge, Jim Hudgens and team leader 
Mike Williams.

“My goal was to make sure we 
had fun and it was a good learn-
ing experience,” Williams said. “It 
wasn’t quite a shock as last year’s 
win, but it will put pressure on us 
for next year, after winning two 
years consecutively.” 

Senior Sandi Anderson, 22, was 

Nordstrom tells the secret of his success

By STEPHANIE GUERRA 
Daily Titan Staff Writer

“I didn’t go from a stock person to co-
president, there were a few things that 
happened in the middle,” said Pete Nor-
dstrom, keynote speaker for Business 
Week, to over  400 people, on Thursday 
in the Titan Student Union.

As a pre-teen, Nordstrom swept the 
floors of his family’s department store 
during summer vacations and sold 
women’s shoes during his college years. 
In 1995 he became co-president with 
his five other Nordstrom brothers and 
cousins.

Although his company is successful, 
he said that it is definitely not perfect. 
The six co-presidents do not vote on 
a majority rules basis; there must be a 
consensus.

“We don’t have big group hugs,” he 

said, “but when we leave a (meeting) 
room, we leave it together.”

Nordstrom  began as a small shoe 
store in Seattle around the turn of the 
century, and has grown into a depart-
ment store chain with 50,000 employees 
in 93 stores across 21 states. In 1997, the 
company earned a 26 percent profit off 
of $4.9 billion in revenues, according to 
Nordstrom.

Their marketing strategy is simple:  
putting customers first. Nordstroms 
has taken a lot of merchandise back, 
whether it be torn up, shoes with holes 
bought six months earlier, or a set of 
car tires, the latter of which the com-
pany has never sold. Nordstrom said his 
company’s ‘return policy’ has definitely 
been abused but it is worth the good 
reputation and loyal customers.  

“It’s better to do a return on non-Nor-
dstrom merchandise for twenty dollars,” 
he said, “and have the customer be in 
my store with twenty dollars in his hand 
than be in our competitors store, where 
it was purchased, with the money.

“I can probably count on two hands 

the times I’ve turned down returns,” 
Nordstrom said. 

Nordstrom described his company 
work force as an inverted pyramid, with 
sales clerks that deal with customers on 
the top, and the six co-presidents at the 
bottom.

Nordstrom said that it does not make 
sense to go into a town before opening 
a new store and take the community’s 
money without giving something back.

He wants his stores to be known as 
“hometown stores.” He set up a charity 
and donated $250,000 to the Atlanta 
YMCA before the grand opening of a 
new store last week.  

Last week, the grand opening of Nor-
dstroms in Atlanta sold $1 million on the 
first day.

Brent Wright, a junior business major, 
got the impression that Nordstrom “is a 
people person, making human beings a 
priority before making money.”

Emmanuel Ngati, vice president of 
Finance for the Business Inter-Club 
Council, said that Nordstrom worked 
hard, despite it being a family business.  

Although the company has been 
passed down through four generations, 
it is possible for any employee to rise 
up through 
the ranks. 
Nordstrom’s 
policy is to 
p r o m o t e 
employees 
from within. 
E m p l o y -
e e s  f r o m 
other stores 
were sent to 
Atlanta to fill 
managerial 
positions.  

N o r d -
strom said that prospective employees 
should not try to over think what the 
company is trying to accomplish, or else 
the person will probably miss the point.  

“We’ll literally get on our hands and 
knees to please a customer,” he said.

Thief stops by LH 
for cash and a snack 

By NICK BRENNAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

The thief could not eat just one.
A few hundred bags of potato 

chips, a cash register and a Titan 
Card reader were stolen from the 
Langsdorf Express Coffee Shop 
over the weekend.

There are no suspects at this 
time, Public Safety Lt. Jess Lopez 
said. The exact amount of loss is 
still unknown. 

“I feel confident that something 
will come out of this,” Anthony 
Lynch,  director of food and vend-
ing services said. “We have a top 

rate police staff here.”
The Titan Card machine and 

register are useless to those who 
took them Lynch said. The card 
machine needs to be connected to 
the Titan Card program, and the 
register is programed for use in 
the coffee shop. Unless the sus-
pect knows the opertating system 
or has an owner’s manual, it is 
usesless. 

This is the first time a register 
and Titan Card reader have been 
stolen Lynch said.

Neither Lynch nor Lopez would 
say if there was a sign of forced 
entry.

The incident occurred between 
closing on Friday and 6 p.m. Sat-
urday, Lopez said. Lynch said 
he discovered the theft when he 
checked on the food location Sat-
uday evening.

n BURGLARY: A break-in 
at Titan coffee last week-
end resulted in loss of a 
cash register and a Titan 
Tender machine.

see CARTOON/ 2

see MESA/ 2

n SPEECH: Pete Nordstrom 
gave a speech to CSUF stu-
dents for Business Week.

n COMPETITION: 200 high 
school students matched 
wits against one another in 
a competition held by the 
MESA program last Wedne-
saday.

NORDSTROM

n ANIMATION: CSUF art 
students nabbed the Best 
Animation Award at the 
Animation Marathon.

She’s got that

Magic Touch
Story by Deborah Regius Photos by Edgard Aguilar

CSUF student Elaine Troutman has turned a natural talent into a means of supporting herself.

see MASSAGE/3



Caregivers Group meets 
every Monday at noon in the 
University Hall Room 205.  
Participants should bring con-
cerns about aging parents as 
well as concerns about being 
a caretaker to this supportive 
and informative group.  For 
more information contact The 
Women’s Center/Adult Reentry 
Center at (714) 278-3928.

The Public Relations Stu-
dent Society of America will 
be discussing “Rookie Mistakes 
on the Job” Tuesday, March 3 
at 7 p.m. The meeting is in the 
Gabrielino Room in Titan Stu-
dent Union. 

The Visual Arts Center 
presents “Last Dreams of the 

Millennium.”  The 22 painting 
exhibit will be on display up until 
March 12.  Gallery hours are 12 
noon- 4 p.m., Mondays, Tues-
days and Thursdays, 3-7 p.m. 
on Wednesdays and Sunday 
2-5 p.m.  For more information 
call 278-3262 or for a recorded 
message call 278-2037.

Associated Students Pro-
ductions presents Irie Beats, 
a series in the Pub underground 
level of the Titan Student Union, 
at 12 noon on March 5. Admis-
sion free.

“Alternatives to Forclo-
sure,” seminar offered by 
Consumer Credit Counseling 
Service on March 5 at 7 p.m. 
The free seminar will be held 

at the Santa Ana Consumer 
Credit Counseling Service.  
No reservations are needed, 
but seating is limited. Call (714) 
547-2227ext. 122 for more infor-
mation.

“Uncle Vanya,” by Anton 
Chekhov will be performed in 
the Arena Theatre. The shatter-
ing romance will open March 6 
and tickets are available in the 
CSU Fullerton Performing Arts 
Center Box office, 800 N. State 
College.  Running times: March 
6-7, 10-14, 17-21 at 8 p.m.; 
March 14 and 21 at 2:30 p.m.; 
March 8, 15, and 22 at 5 p.m. 
For more information (714) 278-
3371.

Street Performers, audi-

tions to be held at Irvine 
Spectrum Center on March 7 
from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Talented 
people of all ages are invited 
to audition in front of a panel of 
judges. For more information 
call Judith Brower at (714) 720-
8407.

Department of Chemistry 
and Biochemistry welcomes 
Mark Rubino, graduate student, 
for a seminar in Mc Carthy Hall 
Room 468 at 4 p.m. 

CSUF First Annual Leader-
ship Conference, sponsored 
by Student Leadership Institute 
and Associated Students on 
March 14.  For more information 
and registration materials call 
278-3295 or 278-3211.
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CSU students are now eli-
gible for scholarships

Work as national interns 
with Project Vote Smart dur-
ing the 1998 election year. The 
Hearst Foundation and Project 
Vote Smart members provide 
a $100,000 grant to support 
participating students who com-
plete 10 weeks of interviewing 
over 13,000 political candidates. 
Students and recent graduates 
with majors in political science, 
communications and journal-
ism are especially encouraged 
to apply. Minority students are 
eligible for additional scholar-
ship support. CSU students can 
review additional information on 
Project Vote Smart internships 
and download scholarship appli-
cations  from the Vote Smart 
website: www.vote-smart.org. 
For more information call (800) 
622-SMART.

Celebrating Women’s 
History Month

 Women’s Stories on 
Wednesday, March 4. Sandra 
Haldeman Martz, founder and 
publisher of Papier Mache 

Press, will be speaking in the 
Titan Student Union Titan The-
atre from 10-11:30 a.m. Diana 
Ross is moderating the panel 
“Forces that make a difference” 
in Titan Student Union Hetebrink 
A&B from 2:45-4 p.m. Mas 
Voces is a theatre production 
about four Chicana women who 
talk about their parents, men, 
children, religion and them-
selves. It is being presented in 
the Titan Student Union Titan 
Theatre from 4:15-6 p.m.

Cox Interactive Media needs 
interns

Cox Interactive Media is hiring 
interns for its new online news 
and entertainment informtaion 
service for Orange County. 
There are openings for the 
spring and summer semesters.

The internship pays $6 an 
hour for up to 20 hours a week, 
and offers an excellent chance 
to get in on the ground floor of a 
cutting-edge news industry.

Applicants should send clip-
pings and resumes to: Mack 
Reed, news producer, CIMe-
dia, 2381 Morse Av., Irvine, CA 
92614, or via fax to (714) 553-
0477. 
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War Of Words Leads To A Serious Breech Of Privacy

College Press Service
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 

Two professors at the University of 
Utah are in trouble for criticizing the aca-
demic record of a student newspaper 
columnist who poked fun at their field of 
expertise.

The incident started Oct. 13 when 
sophomore columnist Brandon Winn 
ribbed a group of sports fans with the 
statement: “The problem with these fans 
is that they are about as bright as Parks 
and Tourism majors.

John Crossley, undergraduate direc-
tor of the university’s parks, recreation 
and tourism department and department 
Chairman Gary Ellis wanted the paper’s 
editor to discipline Winn. To encour-
age the editor, they searched Winn’s 
academic records and found what they 
thought was proof that Winn was in no 
position to judge the “brightness of parks 
and tourism majors.

“It is interesting that Mr. Winn mocks 
the intelligence level of our students 
when his own academic record is noth-
ing to brag about, Crossley and Ellis 
wrote in a private letter to student news-
paper editor Robert A. Jones. “Perhaps 
Mr. Winn should be less critical of an 
academic department which has higher 
standards than those demonstrated by his 

own level of  brightness.’  Not good. 
Tapping into Winn’s academic records 

is a violation of university policy and the 
federal Family Educational Right to Pri-
vacy Act. Jones realized that and dashed 
off his own letter to the professors.

You took an unfortunate route, he 
wrote. “You abused your access (to stu-
dent records) to look up Mr. Winn’s aca-
demic records for no other reason other 
than to humiliate him.

University officials said both profes-
sors have apologized for their mistake. 
They would not comment on any other 
disciplinary action the two might have 
received.

According to news reports, Crossley 
said he didn’t know what he and Ellis 
did was wrong.

“We weren’t out for blood, and we 
weren’t out to embarrass him he told 
Scripps-McClatchy Western Service. 
“But we used the facts  and they were 
hard, cold facts  to make our argument.

Winn reportedly has said he wants 
the two professors to receive more than 
letters of reprimand, and the American 
Civil Liberties Union agrees with him.

“It’s unfair and unethical and an inva-
sion of (Winn’s) privacy, Utah’s ACLU 
Director Carol Gnade told Scripps-
McClatchy. “This is symbolic of a greater 
problem that we have in data privacy.

Gnade also said her office has received 
calls from others at the university com-
plaining about the lax attitude instructors 
show toward accessing student records.

a first-time competitor in the mara-
thon.  After taking a few courses 
on drawing people, she became 
interested in animation. She was 
informed by Mike Williams of the 
news.

“The marathon was a high-speed 
learning process,” Anderson said. 
“Working as a team we had differ-
ent assignments. I was doing the 
first sequence title shot. By the end 
of the day the pressure was on, we 
had everything in order but we still 

needed to finishing doing the color, 
so it was exciting to win.”

A victory at the World Anima-
tion Celebration can open doors for  
students in the animation industry. 
Wollweber said he and Williams 
met two producers from Warner 
Bros.

“These guys were from the ani-
mated Batman/Superman Adven-
tures,” he said. “We told them 
about winning at the marathon and 
they seemed impressed. They gave 
us a name to contact at Warner 
Bros. Animation,” said Wollweber.

CARTOON
n from page 1

JEFF CHONG/Daily Titan

Cal State Fullerton Animation students placed first for Best Animation in 
last week's Animation contest held in Pasadena. 

peted against each other in last year’s 
event. Saul said he “never really cared 
who won, it was just for fun.”

Fun has brought these two a long 
way; they also designed a  paper tower  
for which they won a silver medal. 

Engineering and design have appealed 
to Richard since his sophomore year in 
high school, when he joined his school’s 
science club. He loves to calculate a 
design that will top everyone else’s.

Richard applied and was accepted to 
Cal State Fullerton for Fall 1998, with a 
declared major in Electrical Engineering.

Douglas Crane, Toshiba Technical 

Marketing Engineer, was on the hunt, 
combing Fullerton’s campus in search of 
the young and eager students like Rob-
ert and Saul Ramon. Crane volunteered 
for the MESA Program event after his 
supervisor made an announcement at 
work.

“I thought,  Hey, I went to Cal State 
Fullerton and I got a degree in one of 
those areas (Engineering),” said Crane, 

when asked why he jumped on the 
opportunity to compete in MESA. 

Jim Kiech, a technician for the civil 
department for 25 years, said the MESA 
Program is part of the campus Engineer-
ing Week, created in the early 1970s. 
Engineering Week is part of the National 
Engineer’s Week established in 1951.

MESA
n from page 1

n NEWSPAPERS: News-
stands cause controversy 
Communications Depart-
ment .

Due to an editing error in Tues-
day’s paper, the article titled “Over-
flowing Pub’s safety questioned” was 
prematurely chopped off at the bot-
tom. The article should have finished:

Tom Whitfield of the Environmental 
and Safety Office at Cal State Fullerton, 
said the occupancy level is controlled 
by the state fire  marshal and building 
code which regulates all occupancy on 
all state facilities.   

 Brewer said she doesn’t book bands 
that have a reputation of getting out of 
hand. “For our shows, we’re very selec-
tive,” Brewer said, “Depending on what 
type of music, if it’s too loud we take 
it outside to the amphitheater, which 
would be a more appropriate venue.”

The bartender of the Pub, Saman-

tha Ingram said, “Clearly there’s a path 
between the (carpet) and tile, I don’t 
think it’s a fire hazard yet then again 
I haven’t really noticed because I’m 
working.”

There were also some errors in the 
story. Electrical wires do not “snake 
underneath the tables.” There are three 
doors to exit from, not two. It was 
not the intention of the Daily Titan to 
accuse Associated Students Productions 
or Titan Student Union management of 
providing a dangerous place (the Pub) 
for concerts. We deeply regret the errors, 
but stand by the article’s intended exam-
ination of whether heavily attended Pub 
shows could endanger students in cases 
of emergency.

CORRECTION
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Vocalist Tommy Young (left) of the Chrome 
Addicts plays the harmonica during their per-
formance at the Pub Thursday while Communi-
cation major Shelly Stricklen checks out one of 
their CDs (right). 

PHOTOS BY RON SOLIMAN

Hooked on

Harmonicas Harmonicas 
MASSAGE
•from page 1

EDGARD AGUILAR/Daily Titan

Elaine Troutman was dubious 
about pursuing massage as a 
job but she learned it is not only 
respectable but also profitable.

“I rub numerous amounts of bodies 
and to me its nothing, but the clients may 
think it’s something different,” she said.

Troutman described one such incident. 
“One guy showed me where he 

wanted me to massage him and I imme-
diately walked out,” Troutman said.  

“Most of the the people, about 98 per-
cent that I work on are legitimate,” Trout-
man said.

“Elaine’s a miracle worker,” said Lisa 
LeSieur, a friend of Troutman’s. After 
receiving a massage I couldn’t believe 
the difference it made in my back.” 

Although the massaging is rewarding, 
it is a very physical job. Troutman said 
that her hands and arms sometimes get 
tired. In time, she will build a tolerance to 
the demands of the job. 

“Sometimes I wish I was getting the 
massage, other than that I have no com-
plaints,” Troutman said.

Troutman intends to work as a thera-
pist until she graduates. 

“If I can’t find a job out of college 
right away, I feel I am fortunate enough 
to have the stability of being a massage 
therapist until I land a job in my career.”
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 Head             
By KERRY MURRAY
Assistant Sports Editor

Titan Gym usually has more empty 
seats than spectators at its athletic events.

But this weekend, Cal State Fuller-
ton’s Titan Gym will be bombarded with 
thousands of wrestling fans for the 39th 
annual Pacific-10 Conference Wrestling 

Championships. 
“We are expecting a lot of people 

from the big wrestling schools,” said 
Michael Leddy, CSUF’s Ticket Manager 
and Assistant Sports Promotion Director. 
“We’ll probably get crowds from Cal 
State Bakersfield and Arizona.”

Leddy said the box office has already 
sold 150 all-session passes, priced at $20 
for adults and $10 for seniors, students 
or children. Session tickets can also be 
purchased at six dollars for adults and 
three dollars for seniors or students.

Each year, the nine schools in the 

Pac-10’s wrestling alignment switch off 
on who will host the conference cham-
pionships. 

The tournament will begin Feb. 28 
and run through March 1. The competi-
tion  will be divided into four sessions, 
culminating with the championship 
matches Sunday evening.

Titan Head Coach Ardeshir Asgari 
said he believes as many as four CSUF 
athletes could qualify for the NCAA 
tournament.

“We are as ready as we are going to 

Sigg-nature win in last game

Softball 
splits two 
close ones
By JEFF HOWE
Daily Titan Staff Writer

It was a comedy of errors during Cal 
State Fullerton’s opening performance in 
Thursday night’s CSF ShowcaseTourna-
ment.

In the first game against the Univer-
sity of Virginia, a scoreless tie was finally 
broken in the seventh inning when Cav-
aliers third baseman Karen Breshears 
threw wildly to first, allowing CSUF 
center fielder Rachel Olvera to reach 
base.  Pitcher Jana Oetgen had already 
singled. Two batters later, second base-
man Nikki Hart singled in Oetgen, giv-

of the Pac
see PAC-10/ 6

By LANDON NEGRI
Daily Titan Staff Writer

The Cal State Fullerton women’s bas-
ketball team wasn’t about to let senior 
guard Kris Sigg go out a loser. 

 And while it wasn’t the prettiest vic-
tory of the year, the Titans accomplished 
their objective, defeating Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo 87-74 on Thursday night in 
their Big West finale at Titan Gym.

 “I’m happy we won this one,” Titan 
Head Coach Denise Curry said. “It was 
nice for Kris that we ended her career 
here with a win.”

 Playing her final home game, Sigg 
— the team’s only senior — scored 13 of 
her 18 points in the second half, includ-
ing some key buckets that squelched 
Mustang runs.

 “We let down a little bit, but I don’t 
think the game was ever in jeopardy,” 
said Sigg, who also had six assists. “We 
were playing very well together.”

     The Titans — who begin the 
Big West tournament on Wednesday 
— started out the game by hammering 
the Mustangs. On the strength of four 
3-pointers and five early Cal Poly SLO 
turnovers, CSUF (7-8 in conference, 10-
16 overall) jumped out to a 20-2 lead.

 But the Mustangs rallied, cutting the 
lead to five with 1:40 left in the first half.

  “When we’re up by (20), you know 
that eventually they’re going to put the 
ball into the basket,” Curry said.

  But thanks to Sigg and guard Andrea 
Thieme (game-high 24 points), it was 
more of the same in the second half. Cal 
Poly SLO again cut the lead to five early 
in the second half before the Titans coun-
tered with an 18-8 run to effectively put 
things out of reach.

Despite fouling out with 9:56 remain-
ing, Natascha Stokely scored 18 and 
pulled down eight rebounds. Justine 
McMahan added 16 points. 

Sharilyn Frazier scored 16 to lead the 
Mustangs. Rona Bevin scored 14, and 
Stephanie Osorio chipped in 11 in the 
losing effort.

 It was the second consecutive win 
for CSUF, which has something to carry 
over into the tournament.

 “I think that was real important,” 
Curry said. “It’s another win, and little 
more momentum is good.”

n BASKETBALL: Women 
win final home game this 
season, building some 
momentum for the Big West 
Tournament.

Photo by Brian Dieriex
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Carrie Davis rounds third in last night’s 1-0 win over Virginia. The team 
then went on to lose 6-5 to Eastern Washington.

n TOURNAMENT: Titan 
Gym will host the Pac-10 
Wrestling Championships 
this weekend.



be,” Asgari said. “We are very excited 
about this weekend.”

The Titans have three wrestlers ranked 
in the Pac-10, placing them in good posi-
tion to advance to the NCAA Champion-
ships.

The top three finishers in each weight 
class earn automatic berths to the show-
case and an additional thirteen at-large 
bids are selected by the conference 
coaches at the end of the tournament.

CSUF junior Joey Coughran, a 126-
pounder, is currently ranked third in his 
weight class and 167-pounder Jason Web-
ster, a sophomore, and 190-pounder John 
DeReyes, a junior, each hold fourth place 
rankings in their weight classes.

Redshirt freshman Babak Nejad-
maghaddam, a 177-pounder, also a pro-
spective qualifier, will not compete due to 
an injury from a car accident almost four 
weeks ago. He was hit by a limousine 
driver while driving, cracking his spine 
and stretching ligaments in his neck. 

Asgari said sophomore John Pelzer 
will wrestle in Nejadmaghaddam’s place.

The Titans placed eighth last year in the  
tournament and 70th at the NCAA.

Competition will be tough as four dif-
ferent teams are ranked in the top 25 of 
the  Amateur Wrestling News/Coaches 
Poll on Feb. 19. 

Saturday’s tournament will begin at 12 
p.m. The second session will begin at 7 

p.m., featuring consolation and semifinals 
matches. 

On Sunday, session three starts at 12 
p.m. and will host consolation semifinals 
and third place matches. Finally, session 
four begins at 7 p.m., ending the evening 
with the championship finals.
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Final shot 
nails down
Titans

By KERRY MURRAY
Assistant Sports Editor

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo’s Mike 
Wozniak hit a mid-air jumper as time 
expired to push the Mustangs ahead 96-
94 on Thursday night’s game versus the 
Titans at Mott Gymnasium.

“Cal Poly made a critical play at a 
critical time,” Titan Head Coach Bob 
Hawking said. “That’s why Wozniak is 
such a great player.”

With three seconds left in the second 
half, senior Chris Dade received a pass 
and immediately was pressured by two 
Mustang defenders. Dade dropped the 
ball, but regained composure to hit a 
three-pointer to tie the game, 94-94.

“There was a little confusion. They 
knew we had to hit a three-pointer,” Dade 
said. “I knew they had two on (Chris St. 
Clair), but I didn’t know I had two on 
me.”

Dade finished the evening with a 
career-high 30 points and junior Mark 
Richardson matched his season-high of 
14 rebounds and 14 points. Sophomore 
Ike Harmon led the Titans in scoring 
down the stretch, scoring 21 of his 22 
points in the second half.

“Our loss was not from our lack of 
play,” Hawking said. “Cal Poly was bet-
ter than us plain and simple.”

Despite the loss, CSUF remains in the 
hunt for a playoff berth to the Big West 
Tournament. 

Presently CSUF and Long Beach 
State are tied for third with five wins 
apiece.

Unless Long Beach State defeats the 
University of Pacific on Saturday night, 
the Titans will advance to the tournament 
in Reno no matter if they win or lose to 
UC Santa Barbara.

MARY LOU GLINES/Daily Titan

Shortstop Christa Saindon attempts a throw in last night’s game against Virginia.

ing the Titans a 1-0 win.
“We wanted to come out and show 

people the kind of team we were,” Oet-
gen said.

But in the second game, errant throws 
were again the norm, as two Titan errors 
against Eastern Michigan in the second 
inning led to two runs and got CSUF 
thinking that it would be a long night. 
The Eagles won 6-5.

“For the kind of hitters we have, we 
had three hits in the first five innings (of 
the second game),” Titan Head Coach 
Judi Garman said.

Garman added that walks contributed 
to a difficult night. In fact, during the 
nightcap, two Eagles walks came around 
to score in the first three innings.

“With all these walks, our pitchers 
struggled,” Garman said.

The second game was what gave 
Garman the most reasons for concern.

“We haven’t played that many ranked 
teams,” she said. “I’m concerned about 
that (they lost to unranked teams).”

EMU’s victory over CSUF was the 

Eagles’ first win this season. 
Both teams’ bats were very quiet in 

the first game, but the Titan’s perfor-
mance at the plate in the second game 
did offer some hope for the rest of the 
tournament.

First baseman Stacy Pierson had two 
doubles and scored on a wild pitch in the 
fifth inning.

Hart seemed to always be on base, 
going two for four with a double in the 
second game, while adding a base hit 
and two walks in the first.

Along with the control problems 
of her pitching staff during the tourna-
ment thus far, Garman said that the team 
needs to have more individuals come 
out as leaders.

“We can accept losing,” she said. “I 
think right now we don’t know how to 
win. We don’t have enough take-charge 
people to fire us up.”

CSUF will continue tournament play 
this weekend, facing California rivals 
San Diego State and San Jose State 
on Saturday. Sunday will bring on a 
rematch with Virginia, as well as tough 
Pac-10 competition from Stanford.

SOFTBALL
n from page 5

PAC-10
n from page 5

n BASKETBALL: Titans lose 
96-94, but receive career-
high 30 points from Chris 
Dade.

CLASSiFieDS
Announcements

Help Wanted

Roommates

For rates and info, call 278-3373 or visit Daily Titan Advertising at H211

!Hey! 

Rates
ONE OR TWO DAYS 

$1.10 PER LINE PER DAY 

THREE TO  

FOURTEEN DAYS $1.00 PER 

LINE PER DAY  

FIFTEEN DAYS OR MORE $.90 

PER LINE PER DAY 

$1,000’s weekly!! Stuff envelopes at 
home for $2 each plus bonuses. F/T, P/T.  
Make $800+weekly,  Guaranteed!  Free 
supplies.  For Details, send one stamp to: 
N-20, 12021 Wilshire Bl.,suite 552, Los 
Angeles, Ca 90025.      (3/6)
Enterprise Rent a Car Needs Part 
Time Car Preps-OC  Area 
$6.00/hour  Call 714-841-5779 
Ask for Human Resources.       (2/27)

$1,000’s Possible Typing Part Time.   
At Home.  Toll Free (1) 800-218-9000. 
Ext. T-2158 for Listings      (3/13)

Sales assistant:  Energetic person, 
outgoing personality, good communica-
tion & phone skills, must possess excel-
lent computer data entry skills. Salary: 
$6.25hr. F/T or P/T. Contact Melody @ 
RDS 380-7757.  (3/14)

Free Room and Board for Student 
over 21,  In Exchange for help with Ani-
mal Care & Housework 9am-8pm.   
714 - 281 - 1799  8am - 9am only    
Minimum 2 yrs.  (3/6)

Live by the Beach!  Room for rent 
in Charming Newport Beach house.  
ProfDecor. $475 mo/util. incl.  Walk to 
Beach. Call Carina (714)546-1113   
(9-5pm) 631-0833    (3/13)  

We’re looking for 20 enthusiastic 
students! We offer $7/hr + bonus, flex.  Sched., 
across campus.  Must have clear voice & a 
GREAT Attitude! Call 278-2750.  (3/13)

Free Cash !!! 
Find out how!
626-849-7660  (2/27)

Spring Break!!! Mazatlan, Mexico. 
8 Days, Air, hotel from $379 
Call Eric @ 430-4094 (3/10)
Asian Female Hair Models 
Shampoo companies need 20 females 
for upcoming hairshows, Magazines, 
demo-Makeup sessions.  No exp. neces-
sary. Earn up to $ 900, for info and other 
modeling opportunities call-free (24hrs) 
1-800-959-9301.  (2/27)

Wanted SWF 5ft 5 inch or above 
must like 2 laugh must be funny Athletic  
a plus, Age open.  Needed for a lonely 
hearted 21 yr old Male who wants a 
single date!  

Casting immediately!  Extras needed for 
film, music videos, and TV work.  Earn up 
to $240 P/day! No exp.  Needed.  Call Now!  
213-851-6103.     (Sem)

For Rent

Typing

Typing @ $5/page.  Reports, term 
papers, etc.  Extra! scan, design, video 
snap, fabric transfer, etc.  Cindy 731-

Computer Software

Autos
1992 Nissan Pathfinder; 4x4; 4 door; 
57,000 orig. mi. white with burgundy inte-
rior; am/fm cass. air cond, premium rims 
excellent condition $14,000 obo 
449-1341 (2/27)

Seized Cars from $ 175.  Chevys, 
Porsches, Cadillacs, Corvettes, BMWs.  
Also Jeeps 4WD’s.  Your Area.  Toll Free 
1-800-218-9000.  Ext.A-2158 for current 
listings   (3/6)

Marketing
Easy Survey Taker

Looking for 3 individuals with good voice 

skills, dependable, articulate, PT/FT, min 10

hrs week, afternoon & evenings preferred

Top Compensation Package

NO eXPeRieNCe NeCeSSARY/ WiLL TRAiN

Call 838-9505

Microsoft Access Proficient
Growing business database 

admin help writing simple fil-
ters, designing reports, main-

taining data integrity, part time 
afternoon, evenings preferred.  

Growth position for right person.  
Call 838-9505   (2/27)

Free Cash Grants!  
College Scholarships,  Business, Medical 
Bills.  Never Repay. Toll Free  
1-800-218-9000 Ext. 6-2158             (3/6)

Free Room & Board for student 
over 21-Exchange for help with 
house work & animal care 9am-
8pm. 714-281-1799 Minimum 2 
yrs      (3/3)        

2Bd, $750mo. CSUF 3 min.
671-6871.       (3/6)

Stockbroker & Trainees for Top 
OC Firm. Call 714-596-3220 or 
Fax Resume to 714-375-5332.
(3/21)

FREE CASH!  Find out how!
(626) 849-7660   (2/27)

Telemarketing---No Sales!
THE GALLUP POLLS

WORLD’S LEADING MARKET
RESEARCH CO IS HIRING F/T

AND P/T PHONE INTERVIEWERS
PAID FOR PRODUCTIVITY

FLEX SCHEDULING.
SET YOUR OWN HOURS.
MANAGERS WHO CARE
PAID QUALITY TRAINING

LEARN WHILE YOU EARN.
PAY RANGE $7 TO $15/HR.
GREAT PLACE TO WORK.

F/T BNFIT PKG + COLLEGE
REIMBURSEMENT.

LOC IN IRVINE 1-800-713-2595
(2/27)

Market Research Co. in Orange 
Looking for Hostess/Gen office 
help PT Aftn/Eve hrs exclnt 
job for students Pls call The Ques-
tion Shop 714-974-8020    (2/27)

P/T Customer Service: $9/hr.
needed for 16hours/wk: Sat.
Morning-Midnight-8am and Mon
Evening 4pm-Midnight. Must be
Comp. literate,organized, and
extremely reliable. Military
or construction exp. desirable.
Bring resume to Labor Ready,
709 S. Euclid, Fullerton between 
6am and noon.  (3/6)

2,000% Profits selling “How-To”
information by mail. Reprint
rights to hundreds of Publications. 
Free info pack. Call 1-800-466-9222 Ext. 
7970    (3/6)

Volunteer Tutors work with
Youth @ the Boys & Girls Club
of Fullerton Call Sandy @
525-8241   (2/27)

Childcare needed M-TH,7pm-9:30
pm, Thru March. Pay Negotiable +
use of Mac Computer 961-8201
(3/4)

Model Maker, must know how 
to work with clay. Part time
Call 1-888-887-8458 
Ask for Vedat     (2/27)

Want to work your ass off for
very little pay but surround
yourself with cool people and
free stuff? Do you have a
valid California drivers
license with a perfect record
Are you 21 or older? Do you
love KROQ? If you answer yes,
(Don’t call) fax your resume to
Samantha at 818-556-6698. If
you call us, we can’t talk to 
you because you don’t know 
how to follow directions!  (2/27)

Room for rent by CSUF students
for CSUF student. $240p/month.
Incl. Utl. 562-697-3060   (2/27)

Looking for 3-4 bedroom 
house. Anaheim area to rent Pls 
call 714-635-7635   (2/27)

Room for rent Large Ranch home
w/ Pool/Spa,Washer/Dryer,Lge 
yard, entertainment room. $350 per
mo.  Jaime 870-1137   (3/6)

Microsoft Office 97
Professional version New
unopened Must sell $125.00
714-771-7560    (2/27)

Personals
The fifteen minute party is
back. Details will come later
but start getting ready!  (2/27)

Carrie Stovall is a HOTTIE!

Single,Attractive,Fit female
searching for smart,athletic
male Looking for a great time.Must 
have sense of humor, enjoy sports 
& partying    (2/27)

Single 21 Latina looking for
openminded intelligent MAN!
Athletic and must have money 2
spend on me . . . cause I’m 
worth it! nettie3@hotmail.com2/27

Lovely Latinos looking for
some extra spice to add to
their lives. Inquire within.
pventura@ioc.net   (2/27)

Asian girls looking for fun,
goodlooking Asian guys who
know how to dance!
Email: fritolei@uci.edu,bridge
@uci.edu,jmreyes@uci.edu (2/27) 

Gay Law Student seeks room-
mate for Fullerton home 5 min
from CSUF $350mo + deposit
Avail March 1st 714-870-1828
(3/3)

Become a 
cSUF ad clUB 
Board memBer!

contact dena
For more inFormation!

(714) 278-5815

PoSitionS availaBle:
President

Vice-President
Financial Director

Membership Director
Publicity Director

Publications Director

German Girl, 23, new to the US  
wants to meet other girls to spend 
free-time with and explore Southern 
California! Interested?  Call Elke at 714-
996-0201 (Yorba Linda)  
(3/6)
If you want to travel try 
Council Travel 714-278-2157 (2/27) 

FT/PT Receptionist wanted
General Computer Skills a 
plus Fax 714-956-3170  (3/4)

Services

Egg Donors Needed!
Have you considered helping
an infertile couple? If you’re
21-30 years and willing to help,
please call. All Races needed.
Compensation $3,500.00
Options (800) 886-9373 (3/3)

2 Bdrm Avail. $350 Each
Pool Utilities Included
Ask for Ida 714-534-5066 (2/27)



Two photographers, Giles Harrison and 
Andrew O’Brien, recently received 
prison sentences for chasing Arnold 
Schwartzenegger and Maria Shriver as 

they drove their son to school. As an aspiring jour-
nalist-to-be and defender of the First Amendment, 
I have only one thing to say: good. They should 
also be forced to watch “Twins” until their eyes 
pop out or they go insane, whichever comes first.

Is the First Amendment important? Hell, yea! 
It’s so important because it allows me to write 
things like, ‘hell, yes.’ It’s so important because 
it allows you to write in and complain about my 
using the word ‘hell.’

But should journalists, and I use the term 
very loosely when referring to the above jokers, 
be allowed to pursue and chase whomever they 
want? Ask Princess Diana.

Oh, wait, you can’t. Ask someone else in the 
royal family. Or ask Arnold Schwartzenegger. 
Or ask your neighbor. It’s very likely that they all 
will agree that chasing after someone famous is 
not necessarily journalism. Sometimes, it can be 
considered stalking.

Jackie Onassis had to have a restraining order 
placed on the photographer following her. He 
could not come within a certain distance from her, 
which probably meant he had to start using a tele-
photo lens. I’m sure that having to stay a certain 
number of feet away from Jackie probably was 
an inconvenience for him, but, on the other hand, 
having a photographer five feet away taking pic-
tures of you while you’re eating your Grapenuts is 
probably pretty inconvenient, also.

I understand that celebrities give up some of 

their rights when they become famous. I can see 
journalists taking pictures of celebrities, because 
that’s where the news is. A person may not 
be a true celebrity in the sense that they were 
unwillingly thrust in the spotlight, like Monica 
Lewinsky’s parents, but they have to accept that 
given who they are, they are worth a front page.

The press tells us that we the people want 
exposes and pictures of celebrities.  I agree, I think 
we do.

However in the case mentioned above, the 
photographers were interested in photos of Arnold 
Schwartzenegger after he had heart-valve surgery. 
The photos could have been taken at just about 
any time after the surgery. The photos could have 

been taken at just about any time after the surgery. 
I could see taking pictures if Arnold were beating 
up Maria, or, more interestingly and newsworthy, 
pictures of Maria beating up Arnold. That would 
be worth seeing.

But pictures of Arnold that could be taken any 
time after the surgery are not worth seeing. The 
photographers were trying to be the first to get 
pictures of a man who had just had heart heart sur-
gery, but what was the news value of the photos?

Take a picture of Arnold after the surgery. 
Compare it to a photo taken a few months before 
the surgery. Could many people tell the difference? 
In fact, you probably could switch the before and 
after photos around and most Americans could 

probably not tell you which photo was which. 
Now, if you threw a “Conan” photo in the mix, 
and yes, people could probably pick that one out. 
Or they just might think Arnold had not taken a 
bath in months.

I strongly believe that a story should be news-
worthy in order to be on the news, hence the term 
“newsworthy.” I don’t think the term “news” 
means what it used to mean; I just wish I could 
have been around to see what news once meant.

Oh, Walter Cronkite, we hardly knew ye.

JOE FLORKOWSKI is a Daily Titan 
staff writer.

EDITORIAL POLICY

Columns are the personal opinion of the 
authors. They do not reflect the views 
of the Daily Titan or CSU Fullerton fac-
ulty, staff or student body.
Editorials are the opinion of the 
Executive Board.
Letters should not exceed 350 
words, and must include the author’s 
legal name, major and class standing 
or staff position (if any.) Letters are 
subject to editing or omission by the 
editor.
Send letters to:
 Letters to the Editor
 The Daily Titan
 800 North State College Blvd.
 Fullerton, CA 92834
Or e-mail us at:
dailytitan@yahoo.com

Friday, February 27, 1998OpinionOpinion

Whether it's the Clintons cavorting 
on a Caribbean holiday or the 
fatal chase of the late Princess 
Diana and her lover, Dodi Fayed, 

the right to intrude upon private moments has 
found it's way to the forefront of the public con-
sciousness and to the hands of our law makers. 
With the sleaze and danger which has become 
the hallmark of the cannibalistic feeding frenzy 
known as paparazzi, I say it's about time.

The Fourth Estate, better known as the press, 
will tell you anyone who makes themselves known 
to the public is fair game, day or night, whether in 
a public venue or in their own bathrooms. 

The new bill before our august leaders will 
encompass telephoto lenses as well as skulking in 
the bushes and endangering chases.

As a member of the photographic press, I have 
to admit it's exhilarating to capture the image of 
a celebrated figure. However, to hound someone 
at top speed, like a bloodhound in pursuit of a 
fox, take a 12,000 mm lens to catch someone in 
a private moment or push a lens into the face of a 
newborn infant who never signed up for  such sta-
tus or treatment, all for a chance at a big paycheck, 
brings into focus the moral question.

Celebraties may be public figures, due to their 
careers and/or talent, but first and foremost they 
are human beings. Likewise, members of the press 
are supposed to be human first, and professional. 
Where in the First Amendment is it written the 
press should be a soulless pack of ravenous wolves 
feeding upon these individuals and their families?

Everyone has the right to a bad hair, crummy 
day, a scuzzy day, a rotten mood. The right to 
make love in private, to relax and decompress. If 
the tables were turned, how long would we who 
are members of the photographic press take before 
we cracked if we were stalked into as private 
places as our porcelain thrones with the excuse  
that, due to our status we were public domain?

For sanity sake, for a return to ethical, human 
standards and professional standards, this bill is a 
must pass item.

MARY LOU GLINES is a Daily 
Titan staff writer.

Letters

In the Tuesday, Feb. 17 edition of the Daily 
Titan, I was misquoted by Nick Brennan as 
saying that the Comparative Religion professors 
are teaching that all religions are false. That is 
not correct. To the best of my knowledge, no 
professor has taught that “all religions are false.” 
Several professors, in fact, teach that they believe 
there is truth in all religions. The statement was 
taken out of context and gives a meaning that 
was not intended.

The comment’s context was in regards to the 
problem of young people, who do not have a 
religious background and are not being taught 
that there is a truth. If religions are supposed to be 
answering the question of what is that Ultimate 
Truth, but yet the conflicting ideas about what 
“Truth” is, some naturally walk away with the 
impression that there are no true religions. How 
can they all be the same if all they propose dif-
ferent ideas? 

Just comparing the religions does not give an 

answer. I understand the church/state problem 
with this issue in that no one religion can be 
taught as being true over another. I wish the 
department could officially teach whether or not 
it is possible for all religions to be true, if there 
is one truth behind them all, or if there is actu-
ally one Truth above the others. Unfortunately, 
we are hobbled be court decisions regarding the 
First Amendment, and the mistaken idea in this 
culture that faith does not have anything to do 
with facts.

I apologize if I was not more clear with Mr. 
Brennan. I do not believe that he was mean-spir-
ited or intended any ill will in his article. I also 
believe that this is a good learning experience for 
both of us. If he will use a tape recorder in the 
future, I’ll shut up sooner.

Eric Gorsuch
President, Comparative Religion Student 

Association

Smoke-filled bars suck

Working in a smoke-filled bar 
sucked the life out of me.  My 
lungs took a beating as the 
patrons puffed away.  

I worked in a mom and pop sportsbar in 
Fullerton for eight long months.  

Between July and December I was condemned 
to breathe in other people’s carcinogens.  But 
little did I know the last two months, January and 
February would be the same.  

I thought the first of the year would be a breath 
of fresh air with the new Smoking ban going into 
affect.  But just like some people don’t obey the 
speed limit, these people didn’t obey the law.

The smokers argued the state was taking away 
their rights. What, the right to kill the cocktail 
waitress?

The only means to justify this torture was the 
cash flow.  Tips can add up fast, but was the extra 
cash flow worth the risk of getting emphysema?

I remember doing my 6th grade science 
experiment on the affects of smoking on plants.  
Obviously the plant that was exposed to the 
smoke, wilted and died within the first trials of the 
experiment. 

I could see how the second-hand smoke affect-
ed me.  My hair and skin dried out.  My clothes 
absorbed the smoke and I had to throw them 
away.  

I knew when starting the job what I was in for. 
But why couldn’t I have picked a bar that upheld 
the smoking ban? With all the hype, the regulars 
complained for the first day, ignored the law, and 
lit up the next day.  

I knew something was wrong when my room-
mates wanted to get me a gas mask for my birth-
day, always complaining that when I came home 
my clothes reeked of smoke.

The worst part was during the winter months 
when the customers were cold. They would shut 
the door, I would open it.  The customers are 
supposedly always right- so the doors remained 
shut, with no ventilation. I heard the humidifiers 
running but the cloud of smoke remained stagnant. 
Even the ceiling fans didn’t help; they circulated 
the scent and cloud of stale smoke.

I was the only non-smoker; the other employ-
ees themselves puffed away like chimneys. Had 
any customers or employees been caught smok-
ing indoors, the bar would have been fined $100 
for the first offense, and up to $7,000 for other 
offenses in the same year.

Who was going to catch them anyway? There 
was no enforcement of the smoking ban. How 
would I cry for help, call the smoking police? 
Besides, complaining would take away from my 
tips. It was a catch 22 situation.

Now that the nightmare is over, it’s time to take 
on the full time job: the books. My B.A. is the 
ticket to a less hazardous job. I hope.

DEBORAH REGIUS is a Daily 

Tuesday. I thought it was going to be 
a great day. Instead, it turned out to 
be one of those days where you dili-
gently attempt to accomplish things, 

but nothing happens. It’s not unusual: we’ve all 
had days like this.

My alarm clock rang out, “You’ve gotta cut 
loose, Footloose.” I looked over at the illuminat-
ed 7:00 a.m. staring back at me. The song alone 
should have been a sign to me that things were 
not going to go my way.  I picked up my pillow 
and blanket, heading out to resume my sleeping 
on the couch. 

This entire day began on the premise that I 
should try to become more responsible. The day 
before, I ordered Arrowhead Water, AAA and a 
cellular phone. 

I anxiously awaited the Arrowhead delivery 
person, who was scheduled to appear between 
7 a.m. and 12 noon. That is why I moved to 
the coach, because I was afraid that I would not 
hear the thunks of large water bottles upon my 
front doorstep. Finding refuge on the cushions, I 
attempted to slumber. 

Around 9 a.m. my napping was interrupted by 
my hairdresser, calling to reschedule my haircut 
appointment from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. Eyes half-
mast and dried drool around my mouth, I agreed 
to see him later in the afternoon. 

Jumping forward to 12:15 p.m., I  impatiently 
waited for the Arrowhead person, with fingers 
and toes tapping. As my blood pressure rose, I 
grabbed for the telephone. After a long-winded 
complaint to the Arrowhead customer service 
representative, I continued my imperative task of 
watching the time pass.

Finally he arrived, dropping down the water 
bottles while complaining about my apartment’s 
location. He smirked at me, and left. 

The phone rang, and the cellular phone sales-
person asked if I could reschedule for Friday. 
Disappointed, I said yes, even though I was 
dying to get my phone.

Leaping down my stairs, I jumped into my car 
to pick up my God-parents at LAX. Swerving 

and speeding, I arrived at the curb of the United 
Airlines baggage claim with moments to spare. 
Gazing at my dashboard, I saw 3:30 p.m. on the 
clock. 

Nervously, I sat and waited, and waited, and 
waited. People hustled and bustled around me as 
I sat motionless in my car. The world around me 
rushed to fly the friendly skies. As I wondered 
who was going where, I waited. My God-parents 
were nowhere in sight.  

Angry and frustrated, I once again gazed over 
to my car’s clock; 4:15 p.m. blazed in wild, red 
digital. Enough was enough, so I started my 
engine, cut off two taxis and headed to Redondo 
Beach for my haircut. 

My senses began to calm as I cruised down 
Pacific Coast Highway with my sunroof open. 
The sun shone brightly, melting away all of my 
tension. EEK!  My face flushed into tones of 
fuchsia as my pager went off!! The tension was 
back again. 

Recognizing my hairdresser’s phone number, 
I pulled over to call him. “Can we reschedule for 
Friday?” he asked. At that moment I realized that 
regardless of my attempts today was not going to 
be my day. 

Defeated, I stopped at El Burrito Jr. for some 
Mexican food, figuring if nothing else, I was 
going to have a good meal.     

MELINDA GANN is a  Daily Titan 
staff writer.
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