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Jack Oh pleads guilty to bribery

n TRIAL: Oh may face nine

months in jail followed by
hours of community service.
By NICK BRENNAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

After almost two months of
rescheduling and extensions, Jack
Oh’s case has been settled.
The Cal State Fullerton student
pleaded guilty Tuesday to felony
charges of bribing a CSUF basket-

ball player in order to throw a game.
Oh will be put on formal probation with the possibility of serving up
to nine months in jail and numerous
hours of community service, Deputy District Attorney John Anderson said. A probation and sentencing report will also be conducted, he
said.
The report will allow Judge W.
Michael Hayes to evaluate the case
and determine an appropriate sentence. In order to do so, Hayes will
talk to probation officers and gather
information about Oh, his family

background, reasoning for committing the crime and detailed accounts
of the events that led up to the arrest,
Defense Attorney Sonja Muir said.
“I am satisfied with the offer,”
Muir said. “It gives the judge a
chance to see more details of who
my client is.”
After conducting the report, Hayes
could give Oh a shorter amount of
jail time, Muir said.
Oh would not comment about
any aspect of his case. Muir did say,
though, that Oh was satisfied with
the judge’s offer.

This is the first sports bribery case
in Orange County, so it really cannot
be compared to others, Muir said.
Oh’s punishment did, however, seem
somewhat steep considering the
absence of violence, Anderson said.
Oh could spend nine months in
jail, whereas most first-time bookmaking offenders typically get sixmonth terms, Anderson said.
“He is getting a big chunk of
time,” Anderson said. “About onethird of the maximum sentence. He
is also getting a substantial amount
of community service and treatment

Still looking for a parking space

for (gambling) addiction.”
His stint in community service
could include attending Gamblers
Anonymous meetings, Anderson
said. Oh could face up to three years
in prison if he violates probation,
Anderson said.
Oh’s non-violent methods and lack
of prior convictions are a few pluses
going for him, though, Public Safety
Detective Tom Gehrls said. Oh was
arrested Feb. 23 between his classes
by Fullerton Police Department.
Freshman Cory Sanders, a center
on the men’s basketball team, was

asked by Oh to throw a game against
the University of the Pacific. Sanders refused and reported Oh to coach
Bob Hawking.
Sanders was offered $1,000 by
Oh and told he could make $100 for
every free throw he missed. If he
cooperated for the rest of the season,
Sanders could have made $75,000.

n ELECTION: Presidential

Pathe said. “We need to minimize
the amount of cars on campus.”
Pathe said the parking problem is
not insurmountable.
“The situation can definitely be
improved. To what extent I don’t
know,” Pathe
said.
Tesoro also
proposed that a
tram service be
implemented to
drive students
closer to campus.
Tesoro said
Tesoro
that Cal State
Fullerton used
to have a tram program but it was
cancelled after a state law was passed
that would have to make the trams
handicap accessible.
“Administration didn’t
have the funds
to make them
handicap accessible so the program was canPathe
celled. I plan
to bring that
back,” Tesoro said.
Pathe criticized Tesoro for using
the parking problem as a campaign
platform and said he plans to continually address the problem if elected.
“Last semester my opponent never
once addressed this issue until he
decided to run for president. I believe
it should be constantly addressed not
just as a platform issue,” Pathe said.
Tesoro currently serves on the AS
Board of Directors as vice-chair and
a representative for the School of
Humanities and Social Sciences.
Tesoro contends he has been
working on this problem since the
beginning of the semester.
“The thing that makes me and my
opponent different is I’ve already
been working on it since day one.
He’s talking about addressing the
issue of parking and I’m talking
about two solutions,” Tesoro said.

Candidates vow to
improve parking

candidates for Associated
Students present solutions
for limited parking space.
By JASON SILVER
Daily Titan Staff Writer

MYLES ROBINSON/Daily Titan

Engineering student Ed Mondoza takes CSUF’s 1997-98 Mini-Baja entry for a test drive around campus Tuesday.

Computer lab porn raises policy issue

On one recent Spring morning,
when employees at the Foreign
Language Computer Lab opened
up shop, they found they had some
housekeeping to do—virtual housekeeping.

On almost half of the lab’s 25
or so Netscape-equipped computers, FLC employees found multiple
bookmarks to what they described
as “obscenity”— hard-core pornography, explicit literature, and live sex

chat rooms.
The lab has experienced a smallyet-steady stream of such occurrences since its renovation in late
1997, when it was equipped with
full Internet access, employees said.
Students have been found perusing
pornographic Web sites or sending
hard-core photos to other terminals
over the local area network.
Though university officials and
campus lab supervisors agree that
using school computers for such
purposes is inappropriate, no unified school policy addresses it. At
individual labs, individuals may be
asked to leave or look up a different

n CRIME: A Cal State

point of killing. It may seem unlikely
but it is not.
On April 2, a Cal State Dominguez Hills student almost died over
a parking space. The suspect, whose
name is being withheld, became
involved in a verbal argument with
another student, who was driving
a Porsche, after parking his GMC
truck. The driver of the Porsche then
stabbed the GMC owner in the torso
four times as he walked away, Public
Safety Sgt. Susan Sloan said.
The victim is in good condition
and expected to make a full recovery,
Public Safety officials said. The suspect has been arrested and charged
with attempted murder, Sloan said.

Cal State Dominguez Hills is not
the only campus where this has happened. Last semester a Community
Service Officer at Cal State Fullerton
was almost run over while issuing a
parking ticket to former student Stephen Tonner.
According to the police report,
CSO Eddie Alvizar was trying to
place a “boot”—a large metal device
attached to the wheel to prevent a
car with outstanding citations from
being driven—to Tonner’s car and
impound it for five outstanding citations, the report said. Tonner claimed
he was in a hurry and could not wait.
He got into his car and proceeded
to back up with Alvizar standing

n TECHNOLOGY: CSUF

does not have an official
policy on the issue of students viewing Internet
pornography on campus
computers.
By JASON M. TAYLOR
Daily Titan Staff Writer
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site, but no guidelines are imposed
from above.
According to Curtis Swanson,
Associate Dean for Humanities and
Social Sciences, the lack of a centralized policy is due to a lack of
centralized control. The labs get their
funding from different sources—
some through deans’ offices, others
directly from individual departments
or through other channels.
With such a fragmented setup, it
fails to enforce no-smut rules.
“I think it’s perfectly appropriate
for lab administrators to say that this
lab is to be used for (academic pur-

behind the car, Alvizar explained in
his report.
Despite being ordered to stop,
Tonner continued to back up, almost
hitting Alvizar, then pulled forward
and almost struck Alvizar again.
Tonner was arrested and found
guilty of assault with a deadly
weapon.
“Usually people cooperate,” Public Safety Detective Tom Gehrls said.
“Most of the time it is vandalism to other cars. Usually someone
decides to key a car or slash tires
because they didn’t get the parking
spot.”
Of the 250,000 traffic fatalities

see PORN/ 

‘Parking rage’ leads to stabbing at CSUDH
Dominguez Hills student
was stabbed recently over a
parking spot.
By NICK BRENNAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

It happens on every college campus. Students circle the parking lots
waiting for an empty spot like vultures hovering over roadkill.
Anger builds as empty spaces are
harder to find. “Stolen” spaces can
heighten frustration to the point of
seeking revenge upon those who
took the spot. Maybe even to the

Copyright ©1998, Daily Titan

see PARKING/ 

Everyone knows that there is a
parking problem on campus. It usually takes 10-15 minutes to find a
spot a mile away from campus. Few
would argue against that.
However, the question on how to
solve this problem has become a hot
topic for debate in the campaign for
the Associated Students presidential
election that will be held on April 22
and 23.
Both candidates have made this
problem a part of their platform
but their views on the project differ
greatly.
While presidential hopeful Eric
Pathe takes a more conservative
approach by advocating rideshare
programs and carpool incentives, his
opponent Christian Tesoro says he
hopes to get the ball rolling on a new
parking structure that would have
been built if the fitness center referendum had passed on March 24.
According to Tesoro a parking
structure is already zoned and could
be built near student parking Lot B.
“Regardless if the referendum
passed there is still going to be a
parking problem and it’s only going
to get worse with time. If the University can build a parking structure for
the fitness center they can build one
for the students,” Tesoro said.
However, Pathe said his opponent’s idea of building a parking
structure is not practical.
“It’s infeasible to have a parking
structure in one year and it’s unlikely
it’s going to happen,” Pathe said.
Pathe instead emphasized more
immediate solutions, such as rideshare programs.
“The faculty already has rideshare
programs, why not the students?”

What makes this ring different from all the rest?
—see Perspectives, pg. 4
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AS candidate

Mike Bourdaa announced his
candidacy for board of directors
representative from the School
of Natural Sciences and Mathematics at the Associated Students Board meeting Tuesday.
In his speech, he spoke of his
opposal of the failed fitness center referendum and his desire to
keep student fees low. Bourdaa
also joked about being the only
candidate running for a representative position with opposition.
His opponent, Jared Brummel, announced that he is running last week.
Bourdaa also addressed an
issue from the upcoming presidential election.
“Anyone who thinks we can
build a $42 million dollar building for free is either a liar or on
drugs or just saying it to get
elected,” Bourdaa said.
Presedential candidate Eric
Pathe expressed his intention
of looking into building a fitness
center without increasing student fees, suggesting corporate
sponsors, city grants and capital
outlay programs.
—Jason Silver

Business schools from
Peru, CSUF collaborate
President Gordon and several
other faculty members recently
attended the first commencement ceremony for the St. Ignacia de Loyola University business school in Lima, Peru. Cal
State Fullerton has supported
the creation of the university’s
new school of business, which
bestowed its first 76 master’s
degrees last month.
Business professor Ephraim
Smith said he was impressed
by their use of technology to
do video-conferencing, receive

instruction via sattelite and communicate with other universities.
According to Mary Kay
Tetreault, vice president for
academic affiars, some of the
school’s students will study at
CSUF beginning this summer,
and some CSUF faculty may
have the opportunity to teach
there in the future. A plan for
a joint MBA program with the
new business school is waiting
approval.
—Maryanne Wardlaw

Seminar For Success
The Campus Mentor Coalition
and the Office of Educational
Equity will sponsor a seminar
on mastering career essentials
such as resume building, dressing for success, dining etiquette
and practicing interviews. The
seminar will be held at the Fullerton Marriott Hotel on Friday
from 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The cost for the program is
$10 per person and will include
a continental breakfast, lunch,
workshop materials and an individual door prize drawing ticket.
Students are encouraged
to dress in business attire and
bring resumes for critique.
For more information contact
Ben Hubbard at 278-3452 or
Rick Reo at 278-4158.

Piano Scholarship
A piano scholarship will be
established on May 1 honoring
the pianist Alicia de Larrocha.
In conjunction with the presentation of the scholarship,
there will be a piana recital. A
reception will follow the concert
in honor of de Larrocha.
The concert and scholarship
presentation will be held at the
Nixon Library and Birthplace
Theatre. For more information
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WEDNESDAY

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Candidates for Associated
Students President will debate
the election issues today at 7
p.m. in Titan Student Union
Alvarado A & B. The candidates
running are Christian Tesoro
and Eric Pathe.
Associated Students Productions presents Fluoroscein
today at noon at Becker Ampitheatre. Admission is free.

University Hall Room 205.
Personal Growth Through
Art, an art therapy group will
meet Thursday from noon to 2
p.m. in Langsdorf Hall Room 208.
Men’s Forum/ Discussion/
Learning Group will meet
Thursday at 3:30 p.m. in University Hall Room 205.

“The Art of Cheapskate
Living,” a free seminar on
managing money, will be held
today at noon in room EC-32. A
free tote bag will be given to the
first 25 participants.

“Race Relations in the
U.S.,” a lecture by Angela Oh,
will be held Thursday at 1 p.m
in Titan Student Union Titan
Theatre. Oh is a member of
President’s advisory board on
race.

Parenting Resources Services will meet today at noon in

Frank E. Cummings III, professor of art and an Outstanding

OFF-BEAT
OFF-BEAT

Professor honoree, will be hosting the Outstanding Professor
Presentation on Thursday at
noon.
The presentation will include
an on-site display of Cummings’
work as he discusses the various pieces showed.
An 11 a.m. reception will also
be held in Titan Student Union
Portola Pavilion.
“The Odd Couple,” the
female version of Neil Simon’s
famous play, will be featured
in the Arena Theatre. Running
times are today through Sunday
at 8 p.m., Saturday at 2:30 p.m.
and Sunday at 5 p.m. For more
information and to purchase
tickets, call 278-3371. Tickets
cost $5-$7.

The ticket office recommends
buying tickets in advance.
Shows on Friday night and Sunday at 5 p.m. are sold out.
Ice-T will perform on Friday
at 6 p.m. in Titan Student Union
Pavilion C. There is no charge
for the Associated Students
Productions show.
“Love Songs from a Tenor”
with Mark J. Goodrich will be
presented Friday at 8 p.m. in
the Recital Hall. The recital will
include a sequence of songs on
love by Goodrich.
Tickets are available at the
Performing Arts Center box
office for $8, or $5 with Titan
Discount. For more information
call 278-3371.

Jay Vales
Vales
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poses),” he said, “and if you want to
come in and play a computer game,
we won’t permit that, because the
lab’s not designed for it.” Similarly,
he added, the labs aren’t designed
to simply surf the Web, including
searching for explicit material.
The question of pornography on
state-funded computer systems is
not limited to CSUF. As the number
of people with Internet access has
multiplied—and the number of adult
websites—issues of free speech and
censorship have crept more and more
into the spotlight.

PARKING
• from

page 1

since 1990, the U.S. Department of
Transportation estimates that twothirds are related to aggressive driving.
Road rage can be considered a
number of things: freeway shootings, running other cars off of the
road or constant honking, yelling and
screaming at others.
AAA offers a brochure to help
educate and protect drivers and mini-

WEDNESDAY

Public libraries from New York
to Ventura County are embroiled in
controversies over blocking access to
porn on their computers. In Virginia,
lawmakers have even tried to deny
funding to libraries that don’t restrict
access to pornography.
Though the issue has revolved
around adults’ rights versus the
protection of children, the question changes slightly at a university,
where the population is considered
mature enough to make their own
decisions.
“Our students and faculty are
adults,” Swanson said, but added
that courtesy is important. The
screens are open for everyone to see,
and Internet users should consider

whether their choices may be offensive to others.
Outside of the honor system, however, it can be difficult for a large
lab to keep tabs on students’ Internet
activities. One suggestion has been
to install filter programs designed to
block out certain sites.
Lab directors, though, say that
most filter software is imprecise and
undiscriminating, and will tend to
block out any sexually-related sites,
including AIDS or breast cancer
awareness.
Furthermore, there may be occasion for some students, possibly in
sociology or psychology classes, to
do legitimate research on pornography.

The key to preventing inappropriate use of school computers, given
the current system, may lie in the
administration of individual labs.
Sherri Sawicki, who directs the English Department’s Computer Writing
Lab, said that of the 20 computers
she oversees, only eight have Internet access, and all of those face the
supervisor’s desk, allowing for easy
monitoring. The language lab is considering a similar setup, but nothing
has been finalized yet. Gene Ren,
supervisor for the Foreign Language
Lab, said that an official policy is
what they really need.
“We should have a statement
clearly saying what’s allowable and
what’s not,” Ren said.

mize road violence occurrences. Preventing road rage, AAA says, boils
down to common sense. Do not tailgate, do not cut others off and do not
make eye contact. Oh, and use a turn
signal, too.
As prevalent as freeway violence
has been in Southern California in

the last few years, it has even managed to spread to other states and
even other countries.
Due to an increase in road violence in Toronto, police are starting to conduct curb-side psychology
tests on drivers. The idea came into
practice after one incident led to gun-

fire and another driver was almost
beaten to death. The survey asks 10
questions about driving habits and
contains a personal rating sheet.
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It’s not Wimbledon, but tennis triumphs
n TENNIS: Titans grab well-

earned victory over Cal Poly
Pomona.
By JOE FLORKOWSKI
Daily Titan Staff Writer

DORATI KAN/Daily Titan

Katy Jennings returns a serve against the Cal Poly Pomona Broncos. The
Titans won the Tuesday afternoon match 5-4.

The Cal State Fullerton women’s tennis
team was nearly blown away by Cal Poly
Pomona Tuesday, but managed to pull out
a victory over the Broncos, 5-4. In windy
conditions more appropriate for Chicago,
the Titans improved their record to 10-11
as they ended regular season play. The
Titans play in the Big West Conference
Championships next week from April 22
to April 25.
The Titans led the Broncos in a nonconference match and led after singles
play, 4-2. The Titans were able to pull
out the final game of doubles play to win,
even while losing the other two matches.
“It wasn’t one of our better games,”
Titan head coach Bill Reynolds said.
“We’re not really match tough right now.”

Reynolds attributed down time between
matches as part of the reason the women
didn’t play as well.
The Titans’ Amy Medlin defeated the
Broncos’ Christine Walter in straight sets,
6-4, 6-2. The Titans’ Debbie Vonusa also
defeated the Broncos’ Brenda Varga in
straight sets, 6-4, 6-2. On the third court,
Eleanor Luzano of the Titans defeated the
Broncos’ Lorena Rosales, 6-1, 6-4.
The Titans’ Alejandra Arredondo
defeated the Broncos’ Christa Brown, 62, 6-4.
The Titans’ Medlin and Vonusa managed to salvage the CSUF victory in the
last match of the day against the Broncos’
Pene Tackaberry and Brown, 8-5.
The Titans only have one senior on the
team this year, so Reynolds has looked to
some of his younger players this year to
lead the way.
Reynolds said that his number one
player, Medlin, has improved tremendously this year. The sophomore recovered from an injury last year after stepping on a ball, and Reynolds didn’t get a

chance to see her play much.
“She has steadily improved all year,
and has played all her matches at number
one,” Reynolds said. Reynolds also cited
the play of freshman Eleanor Luzano who

played at number three singles in Tuesday’s match.
“She’s stepped up and really improved
and is playing some good tennis,” Reynolds said.

Daily

Titan

The

6 n SPORTS

April 15, 1998

WEDNESDAY

Wednesday should be a busy day out on the diamond
n SOFTBALL: CSUF plays

rescheduled game against
Gauchos after first one was
rained out.
By Jeff Howe
Daily Titan Staff Writer
Tonight’s much-awaited match-up
against UC Santa Barbara may be one
of the best measuring sticks for the Cal
State Fullerton season.
These two teams were scheduled to
play back in February, but ceaseless rain
postponed the meeting to tonight.
UCSB (21-12) is a team in a rebuilding cycle and the Titans’ ability to hit
the Gauchos’ pitching will go a long
way to show CSUF coach Judi Garman
whether her team will fight for the rest

of the season, or just coast to the end.
“Their pitching is average,” Garman
said. “I think they’re just hitting the ball
better. The difference is going to be who
can hit the ball.”
Hitting is something Garman hasn’t
seen her team do much of lately. Against
UNLV, the Titans only mustered four
runs on six hits over two games. CSUF
fared a little better against Sacramento
State, driving in seven runs on 15 hits.
The slow offense prompted Garman
to juggle her line-up.
Third baseman Christy Sears has
been batting fourth for the past few
weeks, Garman said. Against CSUS,
Sears went a combined 3-for-7 with
three RBI.
Left fielder Wendi Griffin has been
hot of late as well, posting a 3-for-6 performance against CSUS.

“When you’re not scoring as many
runs as you think you should, you juggle
the line-up to see what works,” Garman
said.
Hitting has continued to be a puzzle.
“We hit well against one pitcher, but
not always against the other (in a double-header),” said catcher Dara Marzolo.
“We’re not trying to swing for the
fences, we’re just trying to put the ball in
play and make things happen.”
Garman’s pitching staff, however,
has been an asset.
Even though Kati Franck has been
red shirted, the staff is still three deep.
“I think Chrissy (Hartman) has
pitched pretty well,” Garman said. “Jana
(Oetgen) has been up and down and we
look to her to be the dominant pitcher.”
This past weekend, the Titans were

without the services of pitcher Donna
Coombes, who was suffering the effects
of the flu, but she should be back
tonight.
Several teams—among them Long
Beach State, Cal State Northridge and
Pacific—are trading the top spot in the
conference amongst themselves.
“It’s going to be interesting because
Long Beach is fighting for a conference
championship,” Garman said. “We have
the chance to be the real spoiler.”
CSUF plays LBSU four times. They
have no more contests against either
UOP or CSUN.
But the UCSB games will be interesting.
“They’re just playing with a lot of
confidence,” Garman said. “In the past,
they haven’t been expected to win.”

n BASEBALL: Titans face

USD as the Toreros look for
some revenge.
By BRIAN DIERIEX

Daily Titan Sports Photo Editor
The last time Cal State Fullerton (2812) faced the University of San Diego, the
pitching staff was on a down turn, as the
Titans squeezed past the Toreros 10-8.
But, now they are on an up swing with
an ERA under three in the last two weeks.
They also have the lowest ERA in the
Big West Conference, at 3.73 and will
face the Toreros tonight at 7.p.m. at home.
Greg Jacobs has been solid on the
mound and the batters box. His ERA of
2.17 is the best among starting pitchers,
and his .355 batting average is the best
on the team.

“I feel comfortable right now (on the
mound,” Jacobs said. “I can throw my
pitches when I want. I’m really comfortable at the plate right now, everything is
coming natural to me. The ball looks big
and my arm feels strong.”
Aaron Rowand is just behind Jacobs
with a .354 batting average, and leads the
team with nine home runs.
The Toreros (23-21) have won eight
of their last 11 games since playing the
Titans on March 24.
USD’s lineup is packed with hitters
batting .300 or above, with only one
starter batting below that mark.
David Wright leads them in hitting
with a .415 average. Wright also leads
the team in home runs with six, and is
second on the RBI list with 32 on the
year.
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Ralph Stevenson usually finds junk with his metal detector, but

Buried Treasure
Story by Kerry Murray
Photos by Tony Hilly
y parents bought me a class ring in high school which was supposed to last forever.
I wore the keepsake religiously, every day for five months and then I lost it swimming
at Newport Beach.
I could feel the ring slipping off my finger.
The 14k gold, class ring with a garnet placed in the center was slipping off my finger and drifting
into the ocean and there was absolutely nothing I could do about it.
I thought I would never find the ring, but I did three years later. Actually, it found me with the help
of Ralph Stevenson.
tevenson, 57, has been looking and searching for nothing in particular for 30 years.
He searches in parks, on beaches and in deserts to see what he can find. Mostly he finds coins,
nails, keys or fishing weights.
But every once in awhile Stevenson will find his diamond in the rough, and in the summer of 1996
he did just that.
As Stevenson strolled down Newport Beach at 62nd Street with his metal detector, his machine
gravitated towards a particular spot in the sand.
The beeping noise intensified. Stevenson dug through the sand and discovered a diamond in the
rough. Beneath the sand laid a 14k gold class ring with a garnet in the center.
Stevenson drove down to his friend’s Eastside Jewelry and Loan Pawn Shop in Anaheim intending
to sell the ring and make a profit.
George Staehling, manager of the pawn shop, noticed the school’s name, year and saw the initials.
He decided to give the high school a call.
“Whenever we find something, we try to track the person down,” Staehling said. “Sometimes we
find him, sometimes we don’t, but we try.”
Stevenson said he found class rings before and attempted to track people down, but surprisingly not
everyone wants his missing momento back.
“That’s something I think you would want to keep,” Stevenson said.
So in July 1996, Staehling passed the message on to a secretary at Esperanza High School that his
pawn shop in Anaheim had received a ring that might belong to a student who graduated from EHS in
1995.
The secretary called the possible student who graduated in 1995 with the initials KMM.
received the most unusual phone call in July 1996.
Someone from Esperanza said they had found my class ring and I could call this pawn shop in
Anaheim to pick it up.
I thought it was a crank call — some cruel joke. After all, my ring was somewhere in the middle of
the ocean in the midst of sand and fish.
I called the number though and tracked down to the pawn shop.
Sure enough, the missing ring was my ring.
Staehling originally asked $100 for the piece of metal to pay Stevenson for his finding, but changed
his mind and ended up giving me the ring for free.
After three years, the missing ring was in my possession again — in perfect condition and with a
treasure chest tale to tell.
Stevenson said he doesn’t find many valuable items, nor has he made much money, but he enjoys
the search.

ings, of course, are one of the most valuable findings, but Stevenson has also tracked down
some other interesting artifacts.
On one of his trips to the Mojave Desert, Stevenson discovered some old dog tags belonging
to World War II soldiers with his metal detector.
“We dug up a whole pile of stainless steel dog tags,” Stevenson said. “We think they were from
General George S. Patton’s troops.”
Stevenson and Staehling decided to try to track down some of the people to return the war belongings. They found a surviving veteran in Illinois.
“After a few phone calls, we found one of the guys on the tags who was living in Illinois in the same
house he had been living in back in the 1940s,” Staehling said.
Staehling said the man was on part of a reunion committee of World War II veterans and was able
to track down the remaining former soldiers who had left their tags in the desert.
“We sent all of the tags back to him,” Staehling said.
taehling, who got into the pawn shop business two years ago, said he just started looking with a
metal detector last year.
However, Staehling said the metal detecting hobby is not cheap.
The detector itself can cost hundreds of dollars, but enough treasure hunters are out there and willing
to pay for the hardware.
There are several web sites specifically geared for the metal detecting searcher.
Any interested junk seekers can find out everything from how much a metal detector costs, the difference between different models and searching tips. Some detecting cyberjunkies have even gone so
far as designing their own page to tell about personal stories.
E-mail addresses are listed at the bottom of the page, so detectors from all over the country can give
and seek advice from the professionals.
The JB Metal Detectors site revealed that detectors can range from low end, $189, to deluxe styles
that can cost up to $600.
“It’s an investment,” Staehling said. “But it is a hobby I enjoy and can do all day long.
“Ralph’s been searching for 30 years, so he’s found a lot of stuff,” Staehling said. “I’ve just found
nails and change.”
Stevenson and Staehling both agreed though that there is a certain thrill about looking for the
unknown treasure.
“You never know what you are going to find,” Staehling said.
o, Stevenson, the man with the metal detector and Staehling, the manager of a pawn shop, continue to search.
Sometimes they find something valuable, often times they don’t, but they believe there is that
diamond in the rough.
Or ring in the sand.

