
he needle punctured in and out of his skin 
more than 2500 times a minute. He cried at 
the pain as black ink pushed through four 
layers of skin, forming a design on his flesh. 

What seemed like torturous hours gradually molded 
into a life-long artistic expression.

Almost everyone with a tattoo knows this feel-
ing.

What was once imagined as art for “the tough 
guy,” now has become a commercial industry for 
the masses.

“Tattoos are not so taboo anymore,” said Matt 
Wheeler, a tattoo artist at Aces High Tattoo in 
Fullerton. “It has become more commercialized and 
a wider range of people are getting tattoos.”

Many people who get tattoos range from 18-
year-old college students to older men and women.

“The popularity with all tattoos is that it gives 
many people a sense of belonging and to make a mark,” said Todd 
Heying, owner of Aces High. “Many people get tattoos for different rea-
sons.”

Heying said some people choose a tattoo that expresses something 
symbolic in their lives, show a bond between friends or even to have a 
nice design on his or her body.

Many students on campus see the growing trend of tattoos and the 
diversity among them. Nishaun Battle, a public relations major, got hers 
with her best friend to symbolize their friendship.

“Many people see things they like and they want 
it permanently on their body,” Battle said. 

Marketing major Harold Limcay said his dragon 
tattoo represents the Chinese culture and the year he 
was born.

“I was born under the year of the dragon and it 
symbolizes the fierceness on the outside and tame 
on the inside,” Limcay said. “I got it in January 
1998 because it was the start of the new year.”

Taboos of tattoos originated because of past tat-
too shops with big mean artists. The shops would be 
dark and dreary and only bikers and convicts would 
get tattooed. 

Many artists believe that tattoos became popular 
again in the late 80s and early 90s when rock ‘n’ 
roll stars  tattooed their arms, legs  and other parts 
of their body.

“In general, any famous celebrity will generate a 
trend and tattoos have become the new trend,” said Justin Brown, a tat-
too artist at California Tattoo Lounge in Fullerton.

There are more than six tattoo shops in Fullerton and many more 
throughout Orange County.

“It has now become a very competitive business,” Brown said. 
“Hundreds of people everyday receive tattoos and it is growing.”

Many changes occurred in the tattoo market throughout the past 20 
years. Wheeler said he believes that with shops becoming cleaner, ster-
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“Body Art”

by Stina Stubkjær jenSen
asst. News Editor

It happened again. This time in Fort 
Worth, Texas. Larry Gene Ashbrook, 
47, shot and killed seven and injured 
seven worshippers attending a Baptist 
teen prayer rally and then killed him-
self. 

The shooting comes just two days 
after Dung D. Trinh  allegedly shot 
and killed three hospital employees at 
an Anaheim hospital and it is the tenth 
mass killing since April 15. Witnesses 
said the gunman stormed into the 
Westwood Baptist Church and shout-
ed “What you believe is bullshit” and 
“stay still” as he fired a 9mm semiau-
tomatic handgun and a .380-caliber 
handgun. 

Campus Crusade for Christ mem-
ber Chris Webster said, “It saddens me 
that people would kill people for reli-

gion. What shooter is going to harm 
them if they believe in Jesus?”

“I don’t understand how some-
one can do that, but after the recent 
events, I’m not shocked,” said 
Christian Challenge president Christy 
Thorneycroft, a Tesol major at Cal 
State Fullerton. Christian Challenge 
is a Baptist club with 25 active mem-
bers. 

“We were told by Jesus that we 
would face persecution,” Thorneycroft 
said. “It’s something we will accept 
because Jesus faced persecution for 
us.”

Newman Catholic Club publicity 
coordinator Adriana Guerrero said, 
“As we get to the end of the millen-
nium, these crazy things are hap-
pening.” However, Guerrero does 
not worry about the shootings. “You 
always have the idea that it’s not going 
to be you,” said the liberal studies 
major.

Sociology professor Clarence 
Tygart said the dramatic way television 
reports events brings them home to us 

CSUF stu-
dents react 
to Fort Worth 
nTraGEdy: Campus 
groups aren’t worried 
about more attacks

by jerry Firman
Staff writer

 Kevin Colaner, an avid collector 
of  Mr. Potato Heads, was recently 
named this year’s Cal State Fullerton 
Outstanding Staff Member. 

“He has varied interests,” said 
Jessica Schutte, assistant director of 
financial aid. But it is “his accessibil-
ity to students and other staff members 
that makes him exceptional.

A former Fullerton resident and 
a CSUF staff member since 1994, 
Colaner is an active participant in 
numerous student affairs activities. 

This year he left his former position 
as assistant dean of student services 
of the humanities and social sciences 
department to become the director of 
honors and scholars support services.

“He’s really dedicated. An honest, 
down-to-earth person,” said Becky 
McGraw, a senior and communica-

tions major. 
McGraw is a student in the Guardian 

Scholars; a program established last 
fall to support students exiting the 
foster care system. Colaner is the coor-
dinator.

“If someone needs to be there, he’s 
right there on it,” McGraw said.

Kandy Mink, assistant vice presi-
dent of student affairs nominated 
Colaner for the award. She said that 
he went as far as to buy Christmas 

trees and deliver them to his Guardian 
Scholar students last year.

“I nominated him...he goes way 
above the call of duty.”

CSUF staff members nominate co-
workers yearly, by completing a six-
part form and presenting it to the dean 
of the nominee’s department. After 
approval by the dean, the nominee  
becomes a candidate for the award.

 Colaner was presented with a $500 

Colaner named outstanding staff mem-
naward: Kevin Colaner, director of honors and scholars, is also advisor to several campus groups

by jeSSica peralta
Staff writer

Eric Niemi never dreamed that when he stayed 
to watch the final screen credits of the movie “The 
Thirteenth Floor,” he would wind up with his own 
screen credits in an $11 million budget film.

Niemi, 32, and a Cal State Fullerton senior 
currently taking some time off, sold his movie to 
John Walker, an Australian movie producer/director.  
Niemi was approached by the filmmaker at a movie 
theater in Riverside. 

“There was one other person sitting like three 

rows in front of me,” Niemi said.  “And the person 
gets up, and turns around, looks at me, (and said) 
‘I can’t believe somebody else is here watching the 
credits to this film.’  And he’s like, ‘Are you in the 
business?’”

Niemi, a TV/Film major, had written two screen-
plays.  He wrote his first one in Professor Diane 
Ambruso’s Advanced Writing for Television and 
Film class. 

“I told him about both of them and he kind of lit 
up on the first one,” he said.  “Next thing I know he’s 
asking me if he could read it.”

Niemi had a revised copy of his first screenplay, 
about a surfer/motorcycle rider in search of a mysti-
cal surf spot known as Silent Roar, in his car and 
gave it to Walker.  Walker called a couple of days 
later and said he loved the screenplay.  They met, 
and Niemi was handed a check as part of an option 

deal.
“I was like star struck,” he said.  “I just did it, and 

then signed the contract without actually knowing 
anything about it.” 

An option deal is when a producer pays money to 
hold the rights to a film temporarily, so he can then 
later buy the copyrights fully after having raised the 
film’s entire budget.  Niemi receives the remainder 
of his fee on Dec. 6, when production is scheduled 
to begin. 

After Niemi revised the script again, the title 
was changed to “Beneath the Roar,” a drama/action 
adventure about an out-of-work surf photographer 
who lacks faith in almost everything except the 
belief that he can find the Silent Roar.  The movie 
continues when a  magazine offers  a reward for 
whoever finds the best surf spot, which is supposed 

Former CSUF student sells movie script to 
nMOVIE: Eric Niemi took classes at 
CSUF before starring in the movie 
he wrote

rUSS LaHOdNy/daily Titan

Eric Niemi took classes at CSUF before starring in his own movie.

by nicole burnS
Staff writer

It’s no secret that various Cal State 
Fullerton student leaders have had 
trouble keeping up their grade require-
ments.

The departures of former Associated 
Students President, Phillip Chen and 
former vice president of finance Paul 
Breton, have raised questions in the 
mind of  AS President Ashik Popat on 
how to prevent this particular situation 
from repeating itself.

“It is my assumption that many of 
our student leaders are finding it dif-
ficult to manage their educational pri-
orities while becoming involved with 
extracurricular activities. If we honor 
and hold true the concept that educa-
tion should remain preeminent, then 
we have a dilemma,” Popat stated in a 
document presented to the AS board at 
Tuesday’s meeting.

Popat plans to put together a com-
mittee, which may meet as early as 
next week, to devise a possible solu-
tion to the problem. The committee, 
according to Popat, will create a sup-
port structure for student leaders to 
assure that they are not overwhelming 
themselves.

Lea Jarnagin, assistant dean to the 
School of the Arts, commented on the 
importance of the committee.

“I recognize the value of leader-
ship... and I am very much in support 

of [the students] taking on leadership 
roles, but I also understand the dan-
gers,” Jarnagin said. 

 Issues Jarnagin said she hopes to 
address in the committee, is  how to 
help students balance their responsi-
bilities and how to empower them.

 Popat said he feels that CSUF, 
which is a commuter school, could 
play a large role in a student’s over-
extension.

“This campus is 90 percent com-
muter. It’s not like a traditional cam-
pus... students don’t get the chance to 
bond and their only chance is to get 
involved. Sometimes they can lose 
track of education, unfortunately that’s 
what happened with Phillip,” Popat 
said. “Education should be first and 
foremost, it’s important to be able to 
balance [the two].”

In order to prevent over extension 
Popat said it is worthwhile to focus on 
potential leaders, meaning those who 
are interested, but have yet to actually 
become student leaders. He explained 
that if students can learn how to effec-
tively balance studies and extracur-
ricular activities early on, they can 
more easily handle the busy schedule 
involved with leadership. 

Popat suggested increasing the roles 
of advisors to solve the problem for 
students to maintain their grades while 
in office. Popat credited his own suc-
cess in both his schoolwork and stu-
dent leadership to the instruction he 
received from the dean of students.

“Students should utilize the dean 
of student’s basic training. I know it 
helped me learn how to balance my 
education and extracurricular activities 
in my college career,” Popat said.

Student leaders have 
a hard time juggling 
nGOVErNMENT: aS 
President heads up aca-
demic committee
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Titan midfielder Art Ramirez heads the ball in a game last season. The Titans travel to Kentucky to compete in 
a tournament with Dayton College and the University of Kentucky this weekend. 

Titans go to Kentucky

By Caesar Contreras
Asst. Sports Editor

With a top ten status in the rankings 
and an unbeaten record, the road gets 
no easier for the Cal State Fullerton 
men’s soccer team (4-0) as it travels 
east to compete in a tournament at 
the University of Kentucky today and 
Sunday.

“It’s going to be a tough week-
end,” Titan Head Coach Al Mistri 
said. “We have two very determined 
opponents.”

The Titans, Soccer America’s ninth-
ranked team will face the Dayton 
Flyers today and then face the host 
team on Sunday. Combined, CSUF’s 
two opponents share a 5-1-1 record, 

with Kentucky a perfect 3-0 on the 
season. Two of the Wildcat wins have 
come against Titan conference oppo-
nents, UNLV and the University of 
Santa Barbara, teams the Titans face 
later in the season.

“Kentucky is an up-and-coming 
program,” Mistri said.

About the Flyers, Mistri offers:
“Dayton is a big, strong team, that's 

even ranked higher then Kentucky in 
the regional ranking.”

It’s not going to be an easy weekend 
but the Titans have plenty of firepower 
to take to Kentucky.

Junior forward Duncan Oughton 
has scored three goals on the season 
while senior forward Colby Jackson 
has a goal and three assists. 

“We have a number of people who 
can score at any time,”  Mistri said.

The coach has been especially 
pleased with junior Antonio Martinez, 
who scored the game-winning goal 
in CSUF’s come-from- behind 3-2 
victory over Oregon State in double 

overtime on Sunday.
At goal, Shaun Alexander has been 

solid in filling in for the injured Sean 
Rockwell. In the Titans’ first four 
games, Alexander has only allowed 
three goals, recorded two shutouts and 
has a 0.680 goals against average per 
game. 

The Flyers and Wildcats are just 
as strong at the goalkeeping position 
with Dayton’s Jeff Krempec boasting 
a 1.00 GAA while Wildcat keeper 
Brian O’Leary has a nearly nonexis-
tent 0.33 GAA. 

This will be the Titans’ first true 
road test of the season, with last week-
end’s games at San Diego played on a 
neutral site. Overall, the Titans were 
5-3-1 on the road last season.

CSUF defeated Kentucky last sea-
son, 2-0, but the win came at home.  

 Titan newcomer David Dischner 
said he’s looking forward to the trip.

 “It’s going to be a really exciting 
weekend; I’m traveling with a top 10 

BYU tests women’s 
soccer this weekend

By Craig Hashimoto
Staff Writer

The women’s soccer team is on a 
scoring spree, knocking in 10 goals in 
its last two games. The Titans will try 
to continue with the trend as they face 
BYU Saturday at Titan Stadium.

The Titans (4-3) victory against Cal 
State Northridge gave them two wins 
in a row, the first time they have won 
back-to-back games all year.

 In contrast, they haven't lost back-
to-back games either. CSUN was rid-
ing high on a four-game unbeaten 
streak off of a number of unranked 
teams before the Matadors ran into 

the Titans on Wednesday night, as 
the Titans overpowered Cal State 
Northridge, 4-2.

CSUN’s unbeaten streak didn’t 
extend to five. But now the Titans will 
have to deal with the Cougars who 
are ranked 11th nationally by Soccer 
America.  

The Cougars (6-0) will be one of 
the Titans' strongest opponents of the 
season. They have outscored their 
opponents 28-7  during their six-game 
winning streak. Their leading scorer 
is Maron Hendershot who leads the 
team with 13 points. Natalyn Lewis 
and Sarah Higham also look to figure 
into the attack with 11 points each. 
Like most top teams, the Cougars 
are a physical team—something that 
has not been lost among some of the 
Titans players.

"[BYU] is big, strong, fast and 
probably a lot better than UCLA," 
CSUF forward Amy Barnes said. 

"They have some outside midfielders 
that are incredibly fast and it's going to 
be a tough match for us."

Two players the Cougars will have 
to watch for are defender Leah Sims 
and forward Kim Gallo who respec-
tively have five and six goals this 
season.

 While they realize what they are up 
against, the Titans are likely to put up 
a good fight. 

The CSUF midfield has been solid 
and consistent. Playing against tough-
er opponents isn't new for the team 
judging by the intensity it has  been 
showing in recent games against their 
opponents. 

The key will be how long the Titans 
can hold back the Cougar attack, 
because any letdown of intensity will 
open up scoring opportunities for the 
Cougar attack.

Kickoff for the Cougars and Titans  
starts at 1:00 p.m.

Volleyball heads up north to 
compete in USF Tournament

By Joe Florkowski
Sports Editor

The Cal State Fullerton volleyball 
team moves north this weekend taking 
a 2-5 record to the University of San 
Francisco Tournament. The tourna-
ment  takes place over three days. 

The Titans face Fresno State 
on Friday and the University of 
Pennsylvania and USF on Saturday.

Titan Assistant Head Coach Carolyn 

Zimmerman said she would like to 
focus on the team’s performance 
before looking at their opponents. 

“We can think about what the other 
teams are doing but until we’re ready 
to confirm what our game is going to 
be, what the others are doing is really 
not important,” Zimmerman said.

The team came back from last 
weekend’s Oregon Nike Invitational 
Tournament 0-3. 

The Titans adjusted their court 
some in the Nike Tournament when 
Kim Levey took over setting in two of 
the matches. Limited by injury before, 
Levey stepped into the role for the first 
time in the tournament.

“Kim is very savvy on the court 
and brings a lot of athleticism to the 

position and a lot of confidence,” 
Zimmerman said. “When Kim went 
to set, Krista [Bebernes] went to play 
defensive specialist and did a great 
job.” 

Jamie Ivers leads the Titans with a 
4.00 kills-per-game average, as Megan 
Sabo with a 3.83 kills-per-game aver-
age and Be Holcombe with a 2.48 
kills-per-game average trail behind 
her.

The team comes home Monday 
night to face Cornell University at 5 
p.m. 

We’re working on specific things 
in practice and if we can polish those 
things out, we’re going to be a better 
team,” Zimmerman said.

nVOLLEYBALL: Team 
currently has a three-
match losing streak

nSOCCER: The men’s 
team faces Dayton 
and the University of 
Kentucky 

nSOCCER: The unbeat-
en Cougars may be the 
Titans’ toughest chal-
lenge 



Letter to the editor: 
fraternities speak out 
on DT’s news choice

Friday, September 17, 1999

Dear Editor,

The Greek System has been a target of 
scrutiny for the media across the United States. 
Many stories and articles are written in news-
papers about Greek events that shape the aver-
age person’s viewpoint about fraternities and 
sororities. Unfortunately, many of these articles 
highlight negative activities such as drinking, 
hazing, and crime. Your Aug. 31 article featur-
ing back-to-school parties at CSUF did just 
that. It hurt the image of the Greek system, 
specifically the fraternities.

Much of the article focused on Tau Kappan 
Epsilon (TKE) fraternity, an organization that 
is not recognized at Cal State Fullerton. Last 
fall, their chapter lost CSUF recognition for 10 
years when a committee comprised of students, 
faculty and administration decided against their 
organization. The average person does not 
distinguish between Greek letters and has a 
tendency to group the actions of one Greek 
organization with the actions of everyone else. 
From our perspective, the article inferred TKE 
as a recognized fraternity of CSUF and the 
Interfraternity Council.

The IFC recognizes fraternities at Cal State 
Fullerton contribute a great deal to the commu-
nity by volunteering for service and donating 
money to charities. Greeks are also some of 
the largest supporters of Titan Athletics and are 
active leaders in various campus organizations. 
Last spring, for example, the Greek system 
donated over $9500 to Camp Titan, a CSUF 
student-run summer camp for underprivileged 
children. We also contributed to other local 
charities as a system.

Individually, the chapters are doing more.
Sigma Pi
— We raise money for Multiple Sclerosis, 

Dan Byrnes Memorial Scholarship,  
Fullerton Boys & Girls clubs, and the American 
Heart Association.

— We volunteer time to help the  
Underprivileged Youth of Fullerton and the 
Susan G. Komen Cancer Foundation.

— We send CSUF students to a leadership 
school in Indiana every summer.

— We host a softball tournament that brings 
students from the universities across the western 
US, to Fullerton, to raise money for charities.

— We regularly have members involved in 
Student Government and Intercollegiate  
athletics.

Pi Kappa Phi
—Volunteered at inner-city soup kitchens in 

Los Angeles.
— Sponsor Adopt-A-Highway to aid in 

graffiti clean-up.
— Raised over $5,000 for Push America 

is the national philanthropy of Pi Kappa Phi 
that seeks volunteers, increases awareness, and 
raises money for the severely handicapped.

— Members receive consulting from the 
Stephen Convey Institute, authors of “Seven  
Habits of Highly Effective People.”

Sigma Phi Epsilon

— Sigma Phi Epsilon has logged over 

by rita Freeman 

“Do you want batter-
ies with this?” I asked the 
customer.

She blushed and nod-
ded. 

Though a little embar-
rassed, she gracious-
ly thanked me for 
my help. With bag 
in hand, she exited 

looking satisfied with her purchase 
from...the Erogenous Zone.

Not many know what to expect from 
a sex store because of all the images of 
weird, shady men looking for a place to 
relieve themselves. Though the stereo-
typical shady character does frequent on 
occasion, it is not limited to them. 

When the store opened in 1977 the 
goal was to appeal to couples. Contrary 
to popular belief, the majority of cus-
tomers who enter are couples looking to 
spice up their love lives and college stu-
dents or people looking to play jokes on 
friends or family. Many of the customers 
enjoy the atmosphere because the employees 
have product knowledge and help them select 
what they need. 

When I first started working at the Erogenous 
Zone nine months ago, I had the same reaction. 
I did not know what I had gotten myself into 
because of the stereotypes of such shops and 
the stores I knew of were obscure.

Was I wrong.
Half of the customers I help are women. 
For example, a regular customer brought 

her friend to buy a little gift for herself after 
a recent divorce. She wandered around for 
about half an hour and after spotting the toys, 
her mouth dropped open. From hard plastic to 
jelly to flesh colored material, she was dumb-

struck.
Such variety for one type of toy.
Wedding season is the busiest time of the 

year. Women who buy gifts for bachelorette 
parties are crazier than men.  

Some women are there to make sure they 
embarrass their bride-to-be friends with the 
most outrageous gifts. Several women spend 

up to $500 on gifts and decorations.
Once a group of bridesmaids needed deco-

rations for a bachelorette party. They piled up 
party favors ranging from candles and erasers 
resembling the male genitalia to naked men 
greeting cards. They even bought a penis 
piñata or two. 

 Sometimes I even feel like a marriage 
counselor. Just because I work 
in a sex store customers feel 
like it gives them the merit to 
tell me everything about their 
bedroom life. Every detail is 
exposed. Positions. Favorite 
toys.  Relationship problems.

 I get hit with anything from 
‘my husband is not willing to 
try anything different’ and ‘do 
you have any products that 
stimulate a woman?’  

 Trust me, I’ve heard it all.
But in reality the Erogenous 

Zone is much like any other 
novelty/lingerie shop but with 
a twist. 

Many of the novelties are 
sold at other stores such as 

Spencer’s Gifts and the lingerie is often com-
pared to Frederick’s of Hollywood. 

So don’t sweat it. Just because it’s a sex 
shop doesn’t mean you should be afraid of it. 
Not everything is as it appears.

 
Rita Freeman is a Daily Titan staff writer.

by renay Hamlin

All people should explore 
their choices in life. This 
can be achieved by tak-
ing Human Services 300, 
Character and Conflict. 

HS 300 is the best col-
lege course I have had the 
pleasure of taking.  It is 
often described as a touchy-

feely class and not really a college course, but 
I’d beg to differ. 

Out of the 152 units I completed, this course 
benefited me the most. The course gave the 
class an opportunity to discuss our feelings, 
fears,and life roles.   

Enrolling in HS 300 happened to be a last-
minute decision to fill a liberal studies require-
ment offered at a good time.  

When I signed up for the course, I had only 
read the catalog description that simply stated 
it is theme-oriented, exploring life choices in 
the struggle for personal autonomy.

Dr. Mike Russell taught the section I chose.  
I never met Russell before and found myself  
indifferent to who taught the class. 

Russell explained the interactive aspect of 
the class.  Each member of the class must lis-
ten, share, respond,and maybe even shed some 
tears throughout the semester.  Russell calmly 
said that if you’re not up for participating fully 
in this class, you may leave now and drop the 
class, we don’t want you here.  

A sunken feeling came over me. I looked 
around the room and thought, “what do I 
possibly have in common with any of these 

people?  I’m older than 90 percent of the class 
and I don’t like to share my feelings with oth-
ers, especially strangers.”

After that first class I wondered, “What did 
I get myself into?”  I thought that maybe I 
should drop this class.  

Boy was I was wrong.  
The next week we all took a confidentiality 

oath.  We then broke off into permanent small 
groups of about 10 people, each with two 

group leaders.  
Every class started and ended with the 

instructor sharing topics from the book, “I 
Never Knew I Had A Choice,” by Gerald 
Corey and Marianne Schneider Corey.  Russell 
continually encouraged class participation and 
feedback during his discussions.

In the middle of each class the small groups 
split off into smaller classrooms to discuss top-
ics similar to a group therapy session. At first 
this made me very uncomfortable and I was 
pretty closed off.  I felt I had no issues in com-
mon with my group members and this class 

was just going to be dumb!  
Wrong again.  
I’m not the type of person who openly dis-

cusses what I’m feeling, or what’s bothering 
me but soon I grew out of this since the groups 
are made up of peers, not friends or family.  

Each group held an immense diversity of 
age, gender, ethnic and religious backgrounds.  
We all had issues to work out, and surprisingly 
a lot of common ground developed.   Every 
one of us had some hurt from our childhood. 
We became quite open with each other.   

The book, instructor and our small groups 
explored almost every aspect of life.  We start-
ed by discussing our childhood, later working 
into adolescence and adulthood.  

We dug deep into ourselves to find out why 
we make the choices we make,  good or bad.  
Among others, we explored topics such as 
becoming the ideal person, work and leisure, 
body perception, stress, love, relationships, 
sexuality, loneliness, values, death and loss.  

One week for example, we talked about 
what success means to each person.  We were 
asked, “Is success wealth, family or love?” and 
“How would you define success?”

I do not know any student that came out of 
HS 300 not grateful they took the course.  

I often express to my family and co-workers 
that every college student should be required to 
take this course.  

Renay Hamlin is a Daily Titan staff writer.

     

      

by Kobina WrigHt 

The clock reads 6:55 
a.m. by the time you hear 
the alarm that went off at 
6:35. In reality it’s only 
6:15 a.m. because the 
clock has been set 40 min-
utes fast to confuse sleepy 
eyes and a sleepy brain; 40 
minutes fast to encourage 

warm feet to hit the cool carpeted floor, starting 
a new day.  

Instead of warm feet hitting cool carpet, 
your heavy mechanical arm flails through the 
air and slams down on the clock. Silence.  Nine 
minutes later at 7:04 a.m. (really 6:19 a.m.), the 
alarm sounds again and your arm once again 
flails from under the warm blankets and smites 
the offensive sound of morning.  

This pattern continues until the clock reads 
8:10 a.m. and your mind slowly calculates that 
in real time, it is 7:30 a.m. You finally turn the 
alarm off.  You decide to close your eyes five 
minutes more to psych yourself into leaving the 
comfort of your bed.  

When you open your eyes again, it’s 8:03 
a.m. real time and you know you’re really late.

Not only is this an incredibly hard habit to 
shake, it is also the stepping stone to greater 
problems and perhaps these greater problems 
exacerbate the habit. 

It’s the Snooze Blues, and many suffer its 
grip.  

Symptoms range from morning grumpiness 
to total incoherence, leading to job or class tar-
diness, leaving little room to avoid the six acci-
dents on the freeway and finding a parking spot 
five lots away from class. Seldom factored in is 
the huge line on Imperial to pick up a couple of 
Krispy Kremes for breakfast, too.

The people who suffer from this disorder, I 
have observed, are also last-minute gift buyers. 
They were the ones in junior and senior high 
school who worked on their homework up to 

and 30 seconds beyond the moment the teacher  
asked for it.  Many of these sufferers are the 
very people who, even in college, will read 12 
chapters the night before an exam and call that 
studying.  

Most often, Snooze Blues is not just a habit, 
but a lifestyle.

Could this disorder be corrected?  It could, 
but it’s not likely!  Not many people are willing 
to change their behavior.  

However, just in case you want to try, I have 
come up with seven great tricks that might 
help:

1. Admit it — it’s you!
You can pretend all you want that this dis-

order does not pertain to you, but you know 
deep down that there is a reason that the long, 
discolored, unlabeled, button on your alarm 
clock is worn smooth.

2. Tell mommy.
I know, I know.  You’re in college now.  

You’re an adult, and you don’t need your par-
ents for anything anymore save for their washer 
and dryer and a couple bucks every now and 
then.  However, be it a phone call or loving pat 
on the rump, it can’t hurt.  In high school my 
mother would come in my bedroom and chide, 
“Are you going to school today?”  It wasn’t 
really a question. Attending class was not an 
option. It was her way of reminding me that 
time hadn’t stopped for me if I didn’t move I 
was going to be late.

3. Time travel.
Now don’t contemplate bending laws of 

physics in the a.m. Maybe try something sim-
pler like moving your clock to the other side of 
the room.  You may still get back in bed after 
you’ve hit the snooze button once, but you’re 
not likely to repeat it six more times.

4. Turn it up!
Have you ever had a dream that you didn’t 

have a car and you were hanging out the side 
of your best friend’s ride trying to “holla” at 
someone when suddenly you realize your clock 
radio was quietly singing TLC’s “No Scrubs” 
in you ear?  For this reason, do not rely on the 

clock radio to wake you until you have mas-
tered getting up at the first sound of the alarm 
on your own.

5. Go to bed!
Try going to bed at 1 a.m.instead of your 

usual 5 a.m. Going to bed earlier does not mean 
you’re getting old, (although you are) it means 
you’re wise.

6. Find the incentive.
Call your girlfriend/boyfriend to bug her/

him because you have to get up. Treat yourself 
to cake for breakfast.  Think of all the empty 
parking spaces you’ll have to choose from or 
whatever else motivates you.

7. Stay positive.
Don’t dread Mondays.  Remember, the 

quicker you get through the day, the closer to 
Friday you’ll be.

Whether you try one method at a time or 
all of them at once, it will not be easy.  As a 
matter of fact many of you who try any of the 
aforementioned methods will quickly give up.  
These are the people who’d rather cheat on a 
diet rather than change their eating habits. 

These are the people who claim they love 
you for the first time after a break-up. 

These are the people who wait until their 
kitchen burns to a crisp before they change 
the batteries in their smoke detectors, provided 
they even have smoke detectors.

When my cousins and I were young and 
wouldn’t get out of bed in a timely manner, our 
grandmother would threaten, “Y’all better get 
up out of that bed ‘fore I light fire to you!”

Now that’s motivation. 
I too was once a sufferer of this disorder and 

before I got better, I got worse.  Fortunately I 
have found my incentive in the CSUF parking 
condition.  

Okay, maybe I can’t take all the credit.  It 
helps that my 3-year-old daughter pulls the 
blankets off me and screams, “Mommy!  Time 
to wake up!”  

As I have overcome, so can you.  I wish you 
well in your quest for fire.

Kobina Wright is a Daily Titan staff writer.

The snooze blues: an ugly pattern

The truth about sex shops 

The best class to take 

‘‘ ‘‘Not many know what to expect 
from a sex store because of all 
the knpw stereotypes of werid, 
shady men looking for a place to 
relieve themselves.

100 hours of community service in the last 
semester.

— Sigma Phi Epsilon at Cal State Fullerton 
is nationally recognized for being among  
CSUF’s highest GPA’s, as compared to col-
lege men.

Sigma Nu
— Sigma Nu has a long history of involve-

ment with the community and school. Knights 
of the Legion of Honor yearn for wherever 
needed, whether it be on campus or in the 
community. We are a fraternity that likes 
order and will strive to coexist harmoniously 
with other chapters on campus. But that is not 
all ... we, as a whole, have done humanitarian 
projects such as Adopt-a-School, American 
Red  Cross and Community Cleanup, to 
name a few. We only strive for what’s best 
for the campus and our brothers and we feel 
that all good things come to those who are 
diligent.

As a system trying to promote a positive 
image, we do not appreciate the Daily Titan’s 
decision to feature an article on back-to-
school parties. We also want you to realize 
that TKE is not recognized by CSUF, and 
their actions are not to be affiliated with Cal 
State Fullerton or the Interfraternity Council. 
We would rather see your attention focus on 
the positive aspects of greek life. Together, 
we can show that being a Greek isn’t about 
guzzling beer, it’s about helping the com-
munity, leadership development, and most 
importantly, friendship.

The Interfraternity Council contributed this 
letter. The fraternities involved are Pi Kappa 
Phi, Sigma Pi, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Phi 
Sigma Kappa, Phi Kappa Tau, Sigma Phi 
Epsilon, Lambda Chi Alpha, Delta Chi and 
Sigma Nu.

‘‘‘‘We dug deep into 
ourselves to find out 
why we make the 
choices we do, good 
or bad.

Letters to the Editor should 
be brief and are subject to 
editing.  They should also 
include a signature and 
telephone number.  

Editorials are the opin-
ion of the editorial board,  
comprised of the Editor-in-
Chief, News Editors and 
section editors.  

Columns are the personal 
opinion of the writer.  They 
do not reflect those of the 
university, the faculty, or 
the student body.
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Computers for Scholars 

Cal State Fullerton Foundation 
officials and CSuF President 
Milton gordan presented 64 
President Scholars participants 
with Dell laptop computers for 
their four-year undergraduate 
program on Sept. 10. 

each student also received a 
backpack from Titan Shops. 

CSuF established the 
President’s Scholars Program in 
1979 to recognize a select group 
of academically accomplished 
students from the region’s high 
schools. incoming freshman 
receive a full four-year scholar-
ship that covers all fees and 
included a $500 annual stipend 
for textbooks.

Harassment Bill

on Friday Sept. 10 AB 537 
passed the Assembly Floor and 
is now on its way to gov. gray 
Davis.

if passed, AB 537 will ensure 
that California prohibits discrimi-
nation and harassment in schools 
on the same bases currently pro-
hibiting hate crimes.

The measure which has 
broad support from organiza-
tions such as the Parent Teacher 
Association and the California 
School Boards Association is 
scaled back version of AB 222 
which failed passage on the 
assembly floor earlier this year.

The floor voted again after 
an alarming study of California 
Community College student, 18 
percent of male students sur-
veyed indicated that they had 
either assaulted or threatened 
with assault someone they per-
ceived to be gay.

Student Volunteer Awards

Students attending Brea 

olinda high School, Brea Canton 
high School, Sonora high 
School, and any private or home 
schools in Brea are eligible for 
The Mayor’s Youth Community 
Service Award.

Students volunteering in any 
community service are eligible

Some of the volunteer oppor-
tunities include (but are not lim-
ited to): AiDS prevention/educa-
tion, anti-drug/alcohol campaigns, 
Brea Community Center, and the 
Brea senior center.

For more information call (714) 
990-7725. 

Annual car faire

The tenth annual Route 66 
Rendezvous automotive street 
faire, is coming to downtown San 
Bernardino this weekend, Sept. 
16th through the19th.

Route 66 Rendezvous is one 
of the largest automotive street 
fairs in the nation according to 
the Route 66 website. American 
vintage cars, all made before 
1973, drive through 30 blocks of 
downtown San Bernardino and 
in the past have attracted large 
crowds.

Last year, Route 66 
Rendezvous brought in a record 
425,000 car enthusiasts and 
2,400 cars according to the San 
Bernardino County Sun newspa-
per.

A “Burn-out Contest”, is 
scheduled for 11 a.m. on 
Saturday and an “open header 
Contest” later that day at 3 p.m.

 Admission is free, and events 
geared toward children such as 
the “Kids Crafts workshop,” and 
“Cruisin’ Kids games & Rides,” 
will be on sight.

Directions from Cal State 
Fullerton are, take the 57 free-
way south to the 91 west and to 
the 215.  exit on 2nd street, and 
make a right.

CALenDAR oF eVenTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS
COMMUNiTY

Brea’s Curtis Theatre offers 
a new season line-up of educa-
tional Kids’ Culture Club series 
beginning on Sunday from 1 
to 3p.m. The series consists 
of seven diffent performances 
beginning with Pinocchio. 

For more information call 
Chris wolf, the theatre specialist 
at (714) 990-7723.

 
The Fullerton Museum 

Center presents “Diagrams 
of the Cosmos: The Art of the 
Mandala,” an exhibit opening 
tomorrow and runs until Jan.9. 
301 n. Pomona Ave., east of 
harbor Blvd., in downtown 
Fullerton. hours are noon to 
4 p.m. wednesday through 

Sunday and open from 6 to 8 
p.m. Thursdays.

Admission is $3 for adults, $2 
for students, and free to children 
under 6 and to members of the 
museum. 

For more information call the 
Fullerton Museum at (714)738-
6548.

Brea’s Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA), is hosting 
a free panel discussion about 
Keeping our Teens Safe on 
Monday Sept. 20 from 7:30 to 
8p.m. at the Brea Community 
Center.

Community members such 
as Brea olinda high School 
Principal Doug Kimberly and 
Brea Police officer greg hayden 
will speak on the topic, along 

with panel moderator Donna 
Price of the PTA Council. 

For more information, call 
(714) 990-7750.

CAMpUS

Cal State Fullerton’s Phi 
Sigma Kappa fraternity is hold-
ing its annual Car wash fund-
raiser tomorrow at Chubby’s 
parking lot on the corner of State 
College and Chapman Ave. in 
Fullerton. The cost is $5 per car. 
The event starts at 9: 30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Proceeds from the event 
go’s to funding the Phi Sigma 
Kappa’s charitable contributions.

The national touring com-
pany, “Forever Plaid,” will open 
tonight at Cal State Fullerton’s 
Plummer Auditorium at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $20 to $25 per seat, 
and $2 off with an advance Titan 
discount card. To order tickets, 
call 278-3371.  

 
Today Cal State Fullerton 

celebrates its 40th anniver-
sary. Festivities begin at 11 a.m. 
with keynote speaker Danny 
glover, actor and united nations 
goodwill Ambassador. Along 
with glover, Tracy Caldwell, 
a nASA Astronaut and CSuF 
alumna is scheduled to speak. A 
student faire and gallery exhibi-
tion will be on campus. The cele-
bration concludes with a Concert 
under the Stars featuring “100 
Years of Broadway.” For more 
information on times and loca-
tions of events, call 278-3456.

to have the largest surfable waves in 
the world.  

“I guess it’s a movie more about 
what’s actually important, what really 

matters,” Niemi said. 
Walker, who is directing and pro-

ducing the movie through his pro-
duction company, The Film Gate, 
described the film as “an astounding 
screenplay that strikes a chord deep 
within anyone with half a heart.”

Not only did Niemi write the movie 

script for “Beneath the Roar,” but he 
also plans to be the star of the film.  
Niemi performed a screen test for the 
part of “Troy.”

“I walked away thinking that I 
looked like a total fool,” Niemi said.

However, Walker wanted Niemi for 
the part.

“He called back and, you know, he’s 
like, ‘I want you to play Troy because 
I think you really really can connect to 
him, and where you would be lacking 
in acting skills I think you could make 
up for it in honesty with the actual 
character,’” Niemi said recalling the 
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Erik Voss graduated 
from CSUF and went 
into his own printing 
business
by mike tully
Staff writer

With a pipe in his mouth and an ink -smudged apron 
hanging from his neck, Erik Voss slides open a drawer of 
an old cabinet and gazes at a keyboard. 

But unlike plastic keys representing the letters of the 
alphabet, Voss stares at small, rectangular pieces of lead 
type. 

Working out of a small garage in Fullerton, 46-year-
old Voss runs a printing business using machinery 
abandoned long ago by 
the printing industry. 
Instead of computers and 
convienent laser printers, 
Voss surrounds himself 
with thousands of unique 
pieces of lead type and two 
presses used in the 1920s 
and 1960s.

His business, called 
Bella Fortuni [Italian for 
“good fortune”] prints 
collectable books, which 
can be found at UCLA, 
USC, the U.S. Library 
of Congress and the 
Huntington Library. Voss 
also prints one-of-a-kind 
wedding invitations, busi-
ness cards and posters.

“As far as I can tell, I 
am the only shop making a 
full-time living (print mak-
ing) in Orange County,” 
Voss said.

Voss graduated with a 
bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in print making 
from Cal State Fullerton in 1989 and 1990. After gradu-
ating, Voss worked as a graphic artist, but soon became 
disenchanted.

“I started going to libraries, looking at old stuff like 
calligraphy and illuminations,” Voss said.

Voss decided to quit his job and start his own printing 
business. He purchased a 1961 Bauer and salvaged a 
1923 Chandler and Price printing press from an alley in 
Long Beach.

“It was the closest to the hand I could get,” Voss said. 
“ I approached it as a fanatic. If I did good work it could 
attract people.”

Printed books fetch top-dollar prices. A large printing 
job by Voss titled “Pilgrimage: Images from Manzanar,” 

photos and stories of the Japanese internment camp dur-
ing World War II cost $3,500 a copy. Other prices on 
printed books range from $40 to $300 a copy.

“I am interested in quality,” Voss said. “I like things 
that are well done.”

Voss uses a printing method called letterpress which 
physically forces paper against inked lead type. This 
method of printing, invented by Johann Gutenberg, pro-
duces an impression modern printers can’t match.

“Gutenberg himself could come in here and set type 
and print,” Voss said. Each press creates impressions and 
type unlike any book printed today, Voss said.

“The best computer type in the world can’t do what 
the type set can.” Voss boasts that he can print on fabric, 
wood, plastic  or just about anything.

But, such quality printing has it’s drawbacks. Voss 
faces many obstacles in operating a printing business 
using outdated equipment. Printing with these machines 
is labor intensive, physically dangerous and fiscally 
unsound, Voss said.

Unlike a computer where letters logically appear on 
the screen and can be reproduced at the touch of a but-

ton, letterpress is not that 
easy. All the type must be 
hand set backward.

“It really helps if your 
dyslexic,” Voss said. 

It takes Voss one hour to 
set 12 lines of type.

Constructed of thick 
steel and a myriad of mov-
ing metal parts each press 
contains pieces unavailable 
at the local hardware or 
printing store.

“I have a working rela-
tionship with a machinist. 
If it breaks, it’s scrap,” 
Voss said.

On top of the mechani-
cal uncertainty, Voss can’t 
hire employees. The gov-
ernment forbids anyone 
else, but Voss to operate 
the presses because it con-
siders lead and solvents 
used in the printing process 
to be toxic substances.
All of these obstructions 

creates additional problems for Voss. He can’t get loans 
from banks because the presses are irreplaceable. His 
family also puts off activities, such as going to the mov-
ies, to keep finances under control.

Even with such difficulties, Voss possesses a deter-
mined belief in quality and perfection which lead him to 
letterpress printing.

“To do this well and to succeed, because it’s hope-
lessly antiquated, you have to take big pains. You have 
to be driven by a sort of perfectionism. I have dumped 
the first half of a book because it wasn’t good enough,” 
Voss said.

Voss feels that entire generations have missed out on 
letterpress printing. With every job, Voss said he educates 
people about the craft while reinvigorating himself.
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artist Eric Voss works at his antique printing press—just one of several in his collection.
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check, special parking privileges, and 
season tickets to Titan athletic events, 
theater and music performances. His 
name and photo was also added to a 
perpetual plaque.

“Basically, my goal is to serve as 
a clearing-house for information for 
honor students and students receiving 
scholarships,” Colaner said.

“I want to be able to advise and 
groom students for prestigious schol-
arships.”

Last year, Colaner volunteered to 
be the advisor for the Golden Key 

National Honor 
Society on campus. Not long after, 

the CSUF chapter won two awards 
for excellence at the Golden Key 
Regional Conference.

Colaner was aware of his desire 
to work in student affairs before he 
completed his  undergraduate work at 
Miami University in Ohio. 

“By my junior year I knew I want-
ed to be a student affairs worker,” he 
said.

“My philosophy always is to help 
students get the most out of the col-
lege experience by  showing that I’m 
generally concerned about their suc-
cess.”

and makes us wonder if they could 
happen close to home, even though 
it is highly unlikely. “Is violence get-
ting worse? No, it’s actually getting 
better,” Tygart said. “The downside 
is it could happen anywhere. There 
are no guarantees in life. It is a risk 
we have to live with.”

Tygart does not think the United 

States stands out from other countries 
because of the killings. “We are more 
aware of it [killings] in the United 
States, but look at what’s going on in 
the Balkans,” Tygart said.

The prayer meeting at the 
Westwood Baptist Church was part 
of an annual nationwide prayer ini-
tiative called “See You at the Pole,” 
in which students reaffirm their faith. 
Some Orange County schools also 
participated in the event.

NEwSFriday, September 17, 19996

SHOOTING
n from page 1

COLANER
n from page 1

conversation with Walker.
Niemi, like Troy, is a surfer who 

enjoys riding motorcycles.
Although Niemi never really want-

ed to act, he did have aspirations to  
direct.  He said he thought he could 
move into directing from screenwrit-
ing.  

Niemi took his first steps toward 
his dream when he moved from 
Massachusetts to California in 1991.  

He took television and video produc-
tion classes at Riverside Community 
College and San Bernardino Valley 
College.  Niemi took a job as an in-
studio cameraman for Channel 24, a 
PBS station in San Bernardino.

He worked as a video surf reporter 
for Surf Check, an online service that 
gives video updates of beach surf 
conditions.  

Niemi said this experience piqued 
his interest in video and film. 

He briefly ran his own video pro-
duction company, Vicar Productions, 
shooting weddings and surfers.  He 
then transfered to CSUF to continue 
his television and film education.

Niemi is not the only person at 
CSUF getting film credit for the script.  

Part-time teacher Ambruso is shar-
ing screenwriting credit with Niemi.  
Niemi wrote “Beneath the Roar” for 
his final assignment in Ambruso’s 
class last fall.  He got an A.

“He was in my class and he was 
just so attentive and bright, and quiet 
though, and I just was always wonder-
ing, who is this guy?,” Ambruso said 
. “I just felt like there was some big 
story behind it. And when I read his 
script, I saw the story.  He’s brilliant, 
he’s absolutely brilliant.”

Ambruso’s final assignment only 
required students to write the first act 
of a screenplay, about 25 pages. Niemi 
and another student wrote entire 
screenplays of about 110 pages.  Each 
page is about one minute’s worth of 
screen time.

“This was right up there with some 
of the best I’ve read,” Ambruso said 
of Niemi’s script.

 Niemi turned in his final project to 
Ambruso, and she helped with some 
of the revisions.  After he sold his 
movie, Niemi recommended Ambruso 
to Walker to help in the final editing. 
She is already revising.

“Eric’s original screenplay before 
our revisions was head and shoul-
ders above anything I have read in 
years,” Walker said, responding via 
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ilization of needles and better cus-
tomer service, people are more open-
minded.

“There is not a health risk in get-
ting a tattoo,” Wheeler said. “Our 
shop is very friendly  and no one is 
intimidated when he or she comes in 
because it almost looks like a doctor’s 
office.”

Some popular tattoos are Asian 
characters, flowers, tribal signs and 
butterflies. Meredith Fouts, a liberal 
studies major, said she likes the look 
of her Chinese symbol because it 
represents love.

“Love is a really important feeling 
to me and after thinking about it for 
a while, I chose that symbol,” Fouts 
said.

Prices range from $40 to $4000 
depending on the style of tattoo.

“Some people will spend a lot of 
money to get the best design but oth-
ers  will spend close to nothing to get 
the cheapest  tattoo,” Heying said.

With technology growing every 
day, artists are more excited about the 
future of the tattoo industry. 

“We are broadening our horizons,” 
Wheeler said. “3-D designs, Picasso 
and blockism, really elaborate pieces 
of detailed art ... we are pushing the 

TATTOO
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by brenda Friday
Staff writer

“Huntington Beach, California has 
one of the 10 most dangerous intersec-
tions in the United States,” said the 
reporter for Los Angeles’ KFWB-AM 
980. The statistic, according to State 
Farm Insurance, came from policy-
holder collision claims. 

State Farm Insurance said Addison 
Texas led the country in crash-prone 
intersections in 1998 with 263 automo-
bile collision reports but California had 
the distinction of three out of the 10 
most dangerous intersections—one of 
which in Huntington Beach. 

Despite all the clouds there is a silver 
lining. 

“We’ll offer each community with 
an intersection on the top list up to 
$120,000 for an in-depth engineering 
study and improvements of that par-
ticular intersection,” said State Farm 
Senior Vice President Barbara Cowden. 

“We believe many intersection crashes 
can be prevented.” 

That’s $120,000 to Orange County 
alone. 

Both the Huntington Beach Police 
Department and State Farm Insurance 
agree that a collision is an impact 
involving a vehicle in motion where 
there is damage or injury. 

What both sides don’t agree on is the 
number of traffic collisions that hap-
pened at the intersection of Brookhurst 
and Adams.

According to Sgt. Bill Martin of 
the Huntington Beach Police Traffic 
Division, ‘Surf City, USA’ had 2,815 
traffic accidents reported in 1998.

Martin said he doesn’t believe that 10 
percent of all accidents in Huntington 
Beach happened at this particular inter-
section, though.

“I would be more worried about 
intersections like Edinger and Beach 
or Warner and Beach,” Martin said. 
“Near the intersection of Brookhurst 
and Adams during rush hour traffic in 
the late afternoon you are likely to have 
small rear enders but not 232 accidents 
in the middle of the intersection.” 

According to Dick Luedke of State 
Farm’s public affairs department, State 
Farm conducted the study to focus 
attention on intersection safety issues. 
Luedke admitted State Farm’s numbers 

were higher than police departments 
nationwide but the insurance company 
stands by its report.

“Not all accidents are reported to 
the police,” Luedke said. “Most policy 
holders do, however, report accidents 
to their insurance company or agent.”

Luedke also said not all accidents 
happened directly in the intersection. 
State Farm included accidents “attrib-
uted” to the intersection within a 50 to 
100-yard radius in its report. 

According to State Farm, reasons 
for accidents include lack of drivers’ 
attention at intersections, left turns into 
oncoming traffic and drivers disregard-
ing yellow signals.  Other problems 
range from cellular telephone use to 
disciplining children.

As far as the numbers go, Beverly 
Hills’ Santa Monica and Wilshire 
Boulevard intersection ranked fourth 
worst in the nation with 242 collisions. 
Huntington’s Brookhurst and Adams 
ranked sixth with 212 collisions. 
Sacramento’s Fair Oaks Boulevard and 
Watt Avenue came in at seventh with 
212 collisions. That’s three opportuni-
ties for $120,000 grants.

What can $360,000 do to fix the 
problem? Traffic signal timing, dedi-
cated left-hand turn lanes and better 
traffic signal positioning all work to 
make California’s streets safer.

TrISHa INSHEIwaT/daily Titan

a tattoo on david Cordoea’s back features the name “Gomez.” 

Dangerous roads plague 
nTraFFIC: State Farm 
Insurance will donate 
$120,000 to O.C. city to 
improve intersections

by jillian rakoS 
Staff writer

Even with all the social stigmas 
attached to joining a sorority from 
peers and in the media, Cal State 
Fullerton sororities are thriving with 
new membership.

Pick up Jane magazine or the OC 
Weekly recently and you may think 
a  sorority is where a few wicked 
women gather to burn Ms. magazine 
while holding private cult meetings 
to discuss the attire of ugly girls on 
campus.  Jane magazine published an 
article entitled “Sororities are Evil,” 
while OC Weekly ran a photo of two 
girls strangling each other next to a 
headline which read, “With Friends 
Like These - Inside a Real College 
Sorority.”  

These not so subtle criticisms of 
sororities make some students won-
der what sorority life actually is like. 
Moreover, sorority girls find they have 
to challenge stereotypes. 

 Melanie Meister, an Alpha Delta 
Pi, said that the media sterotypes 
sorority girls, as  rich, snobs. She said 
that this is unfair because every soror-
ity has a range of girls with different 
financial situations. “I’m not rich at 
all, it’s weird how people have that 
stereotype,” Meister said.  

Carissa Memorich, a Rho Chi, a 
term for recruitment counselors for 
campus sororities, also expressed dis-
belief in this stereotype. 

One of the four main goals that 
Alpha  Delta Pi emphasizes is schol-
arships, along with sisterhood, social 
interaction, and moral standards, 
Meister said.

A Weekly article said a woman who 
remained anonymous said she spent 
nearly $10,000 to remain an active 
member in a Orange County sorority, 
until she graduated.

Bad press doesn’t seem to put a 
damper on this semester for new mem-
bers joining sororities on campus. 

Hicks said that this fall more than 
220 new members have been recruit-
ed, which is the highest number of 
new members they have ever had. 

Meister said the increase may be 
connected to the benefits members 
can gain such as networking with 
potential employers or getting a job 
after graduating.

“One of our alumni works for the 
Mighty Ducks in public relations and 
she has hired several girls from our 
house,” said Heather Hernandez, a 
sorority member.

Memorich said that she remem-
bers watching Beverly Hills 90210 
on television in high school, and hear-
ing people describe hazing as a huge 
drinking test for the new members 
of a fraternity or sorority.  At least at 
CSUF there is no hazing Memorich 
said. Hernandez agreed and said haz-
ing is illegal, and if anyone found out, 
the chapter would be kicked out by the 

National Chapter, which is the head-
quarters for each sorority on campus.

“We can’t drink if we are underage 
because we have a person in charge 
who will bust you if you have a fake 
I.D. or drink excessively,” Meister 
said.  She said that drinking and smok-
ing while wearing your Greek letters 
is forbidden.  

Even calling new members ‘pledg-
es,’ or referring to recruitment as ‘rush 
week’ is no longer politically correct.  
Memorich believes these adjustments 
aim at improving the way people per-
ceive recruitment as a way to belittle 
new members.  She said it is silly 
what the media portrays as ‘rush-
ing’ since new members are treated 
like queens, given gifts, and imme-
diately are referred to as ‘Alphas’s in 
Meister’s sorority.

Hicks said that she felt the silliest 
stereotype of all was that sorority girls 
were bimbos.  In her chapter there is a 
study area for members.   Hernandez 
said that all Alpha Chi Omegas must 
maintain a 3.0 grade point average, 
and that the sorority understands that 
if it was not for school it would not 
even be there in the first place.  Any 
member who is performing below the 
required grade point average is placed 
on ‘social probation,’ which means 
they cannot attend formal dances or 
events. 

Hicks said it is thanks to older 
members that policies have changed to 
have a warmer, more friendly recruit-
ment process.

Sororities respond to bash-
nGrOUP: Changees in 
the recruitment process 
attract new sorority 
members

ECS students welcome fresh-
by jillian rakoS 
Staff writer

The School of Engineering and 
Computer Science welcomed back 
students with its ECS BBQ and 
Freshman Social on Sept. 8 and 9 to 
allow students and faculty to get to 
know one another.  

“Located on a somewhat secluded 
part of campus doesn’t help when 
students don’t get a chance to see all 
the special events and programs that 
are involved in the two schools,” said 
Albert Hsu, Associated Students repre-
sentative for the school of Engineering 
and Computer Science.   

Yuri Betancourt described the 
Freshman Social as a way to intro-
duce faculty and staff to new students 
who may feel lost in the crowd of the 
increasing number of first time fresh-
men. 

ECS is an umbrella for the 14 clubs 
and organizations under Engineering 
and Computer Science Inter-Club 
Council, said Alex Arzaga,  ECS 
ICC Vice Chairman for the School of 
Mechanical Engineering. 

“Each club has different events dur-
ing the year, including conferences all 

over the U.S., and student competi-
tions, such as the ‘MiniBaja’ under the 
Society of Automotive Engineers, and 
‘Concrete Canoe’ under the American 
Society of Civil Engineers.  Different 
clubs have their own BBQ’s and guest 
speakers,” Arzaga said.

Hsu said he felt that the BBQ and 
building of the concrete canoe events 
are great events to meet more students. 
“It’s amazing to see how these clubs 
apply their skills in the creation of 
such amazing projects,” Hsu said.

Betancourt said that the ECS Fall 
1999 BBQ was an open house to pro-
mote school wide community build-
ing, school resources and to facilitate 
connections between ECS students 
and faculty.

“The BBQ was a great opportu-
nity to renew acquaintances from past 
semesters, and to get a scoop on this 
semester’s classes and instructors, plus 
the food was good,” said Tim Godwin, 
a computer science major.

The “Community College Counselor 
Workshop” is the next ECS activity 
geared to strengthen  a partnership 
with community college counselors 
and faculty members.  It is designed 
to assist with the ECS outreach and 

recruitment efforts of prospective 
transfer students, Betancourt said.  

This workshop will be held Oct. 
1 in the Titan Student Union from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m., with optional tours 
provided.

The School of Natural Science and 
Mathematics will next join ECS to 
strengthen bonds with high school 
counselors and faculty members in the 
“High School Counselor Workshop” 
on Oct. 13 to recruit prospective first 
time freshmen into ECS.  

Throughout the semester various 
community college transfer fairs, col-
lege nights for high school students 
and “faculty adopt-a-community col-
lege programs” will assist in creating 
partnerships between the faculty, stu-
dents and community. 

Students who are interested in learn-
ing more about ECS are encouraged to 
attend Fall Preview Day on Saturday, 
October 23.

This  university-wide event will 
provide an opportunity for prospective 
students and their family members to 
view the campus and speak directly 
to members of faculty, staff and stu-
dents.

e-mail from Australia.  “Diane is 
taking Eric’s silver and turning it 
into gold.”

Niemi said about 80 percent of the 
movie will be shot in Australia and 
the remainder of the movie is shot in 
the United States.  

The movie is expected to be 
released next summer.  Walker 
said the movie will be released in 

Australia and in limited release in 
the United States.

This semester Ambruso is teaching 
two Advanced Writing for Television 
and Film classes.  She has scheduled 
Niemi to speak to her classes on 
Monday in Humanities 322 at 5:00 
p.m.  and 8:00 p.m.  She welcomes 
any students that wish to attend.

Although Niemi stopped attend-
ing CSUF last semester, he wants 
to come back to get his bachelor’s 
degree in TV/Film.  He said he is 
very grateful to the professors at 

CSUF, in particular to Ambruso and 
film Professor Bob Davis.

“These two professors really 
opened my mind to what can be 
done with film,” Niemi said.

Davis, who taught Niemi in 
Introduction to Motion Picture 
Production and The Language of 
Film and Television, said Niemi 
“seemed very anxious to get as much 
as he could out of class.” I’m not 
surprised that he’s gone on to bigger 
and better things,” Davis said.
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