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students walk near the area of the arboretum that the university wants to convert into an additional 320-space parking lot.
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band members are forced to rehearse in different locations due to the 
constant construction in the Performing arts building.

Campus crime rates drop in recent years

by James mOya
daily Titan staff Writer

Cal State Fullerton is not different 
from the larger society. It also has its 
share of crimes, ranging from thefts, 
burglaries, alcohol and drug usage.  

But it appears that some types of 
crimes on campus are actually decreas-
ing.

According to Community Service 
Corporal John Brockie, there were 22 
incidents of burglary in 1997, includ-

ing such crimes as stealing backpacks 
or cell phones.  In 1998, there were 
23 incidents.  And in 1999, burglary 
dropped down to 9 incidents.  

Brockie attributes the drop to an 
increased number of officers, an 
increased police presence in the park-
ing lot and an increased patrol staff.

Motor vehicle thefts have stayed 
about the same from 1997 through 
1999. 

Although campus burglaries appear 
to have dropped, it is best not to leave 
personal items unattended.

“You don’t really think that would 
happen here or to you, but that’s 
naïve thinking,” a music major Susan 
Sweeny said.  “I will be more careful, 
especially with my cell phone.”

“It never occurred to me that crime 

was a big deal, but I guess I have to 
be more alert to it because people can 
be sneaky,” theater major Joe Medina 
said. 

Cars are another source for thieves 
to take visible items through win-
dows.  

To prevent this, items should not be 
left in car seats where passersby can 
see them. 

“The best thing to do is to be obser-
vant of what other people are doing,” 
Brockie said.  “Someone messing with 
a car should get called on so a situation 
can be prevented.”

Brockie also said while personal 
possessions may be stolen, robber-
ies that involve force or fear haven’t 
occurred recently.  

Alcohol and drugs are another type 

of campus crime citations that occur.
Brockie said that students who drink 

at housing complexes and transients 
and come on campus are the usual 
suspects cited for drunkeness.  

Since campus police patrol off cam-
pus as well as on, DUI arrests are 
common off campus, according to 
Brockie.  Students can’t bring alcohol 
or drugs on campus, he also said.   

“Protecting areas around campus 
also protects students,” Brockie said.  
“Like at 11:30 at night, getting hit 
by a drunk has a negative impact on 
students.”

“Usually two detectives will follow 
up on a case,” Brockie said. “There 
are patrols constantly during all shifts 
of the day in order to keep the school 
safe.”

AS funds spring 
trip for art majors 

by marlayna slaughterbeck
daily Titan staff Writer

Associated Students approved a 
$6,000 request at Tuesday’s meet-
ing to help fund the Department of 
Theatre and Dance’s trip to Russia 
in the spring.

The Russian Theatre Discovery 
Project was organized last year 
by the class of 2001 fine arts 
graduate students when they were 
invited to attend workshops with 
Russian theater professionals and 
given the opportunity to perform 
American drama in Moscow and 
St. Petersburg. 

The 15 students participating in 
the program will take part in work-
shops, study voice and acting, and 
learn Russian theater traditions. 

The two-week trip will take place 
from Mar. 24 to Apr. 8, 2000.

Holly Sneed, Cal State Fullerton 
student group representative for 
the department, said that the efforts 
of all those who worked on the 
project over the past year have 
really paid off. 

“We’re thrilled that we’ve gotten 
the support — everyone has been 
so helpful,” she said. 

“The Theatre Department really 
came through and Evan Mooney 

helped me a great deal in prepar-
ing the request by telling me what 
the board would be looking for 
in terms of information about the 
project.”

The project also received 
$25,000 from the president’s office 
and $5,000 from the Department of 
Theatre and Dance. 

The College of Fine Arts, pend-
ing the finalization of its budget, 
also agreed to underwrite the proj-
ect for $6,000.

“At this point, we have enough 
money to make the trip happen; 
it’s just a matter of how much the 
students will have to pay,” Sneed 
said. 

The estimated amount that stu-
dents will be required to pay is 
between $350-$500 for such neces-
sities as passports, visas and vacci-
nations from the Health Center. 

The money AS will provide 
amounts to $400 per student and 
will be used to pay for theater tick-
ets, museum admissions, and travel 
to and from the different venues.

There was a good deal of discus-
sion before the vote, and members 
added three amendments regarding 
insurance, as well as stipulating 
allocation of the funds and requir-
ing that representatives prepare 
and present a report to AS after 
the trip. 

The item passed easily, however, 
with only one AS board member 
casting a dissenting vote.

Aaron Terreri, represent-
ing the College of Business and 
Economics, said that although he 
personally had no problem with the 

nTHeaTeR: A nearly 
unanimous committee 
agreed to fund $6,000 
of the total cost of 
the Russian Theatre 
Discovery Project

nPOLICe: Burglary has 
dropped from 22 inci-
dents in 1997 to nine 
in 1999

Remodeling in Performing Arts 
Building forces artists to move

by kelly mead
daily Titan staff Writer

It’s hard not to notice the yellow 
tape; fences and construction signs 
scattered throughout the Cal State 
Fullerton campus.  It’s hard to miss 
the fact that the university is undergo-
ing an extensive program to upgrade 
old classrooms and buildings.

Over the summer the Performing 
Arts Center underwent extensive 
remodeling.

 “All the classrooms have been 
refurbished,” said Jerry Samuelson,  
Dean of the School of the Arts.

“New furniture, all new paint, new 
wipe boards, everything you walk in 
that place and you won’t even recog-
nize it.”

The halls and classrooms of the 
Performing Arts Center have been 
occasionally touched up since it was 
built in 1964.  But nothing as involved 
as this project has been tackled.

With all the new paint and carpet, 
one part of the project, which started 
over the summer, hasn’t been finished 
yet.

Room 116, the band room, was 
demolished over the summer.

Room 116 was rated worst in the 
building when inspectors were deter-
mining the extent of remodeling that 
was needed.

 “The acoustics were very bad,” 
Samuelson said. “The key thing with a 
band room is the acoustics.”

Students had other worries concern-

ing the room.
 “The acoustics were bad, but that 

was the least of the problems with the 
room,” a senior music major Christina 
Guiliano said.

The room didn’t have enough space, 
and the percussion instruments were 
stored behind a locked curtain.

Room 116 also had its original 
carpet. For over 30 years brass players 
have been emptying there spit valves 
on the floor, only to let it evaporate 
later on.  The carpet became molded 
and snagged from years of band stu-
dents.  

“It smelled in there.” Joe Harris, a 
senior in the Music Department sim-
ply said, 

The band students are singing a 
happy tune as a result of the new proj-
ect, but at the moment the university is 
having problems finding them a place 

nCOnsTRUCTIOn: 
Bands must practice in 
different rooms on and 
off campus
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Officer Oscar sanchez calls in to verify a license during a stop.
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Parking lot proposal opposed

by barbara lake
daily Titan Production Manager

Every semester it gets worse. 
Every semester more and more 

students enroll, making the hunt 
for a parking spot difficult. And 
yet, even though, parking is tough 
—-with 9,100 spaces available to 
students — several students do not 
want a part of the Arboretum to be 
paved over for a parking lot.

Last week the Fullerton Arboretum 
Commission postponed a decision 
on a proposal that would temporarily 
allocate 3.5 acres of the Arboretum 

behind the dorms for a student park-
ing lot. 

“I think it’s wrong to put a park-
ing lot in that space because the 
Arboretum has every single type 
of habitat possible,” said Kelly 
Teramoto, a biology major.  “The 
lot is so far that no one would want 
to park there anyhow, I think they 
should build a parking structure in 
lot B.”

The proposed parking lot would 
be a temporary spot for three to 
five years. The commissions’ post-
ponement of the motion delayed the 
addressing of the issue to Nov. 15. 

“To tear down a piece of the 
Arboretum and put a parking lot 
there seems harsh and unrespectful 
for nature. It’s like not appreciating 
nature,” art major Ernesto Jacobo 

nLand: Some students 
are against paving 
parts of the area
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Daily Titan Online Poll
Voice your opinion through the daily Titan’s 

online poll! Just go to http://dailytitan.fullerton.edu 
and click on the News or Opinion tabs and vote.

Who do you think 
did the best in 
Tuesday’s presi-
dential debate?

A.  Al Gore
B. George W. Bush
C. They both did well
D. They both sucked
E. Where’s Nader and Buchanan

Results will be published in Tuesday’s Daily Titan. 
Poll is unscientific
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TV/Film Society Hosts 
Guest Speaker

if anybody remembers 
“warren” from the movie “There’s 
Something about Mary,” he/she 
will be pleased to see actor 
w. earl Brown as he comes to 
speak to the TV/Film Society 
Thursday, Oct. 5 from 1 to 2 p.m. 
in h-322. 

Brown has also appeared in 
films such as “Scream” and is 
appearing in the new movie “Lost 
Souls” with winona Ryder and 
Ben Chaplin.

All communication and theater 
majors are invited as well as any 
students interested in the enter-
tainment industry.

For more information regard-
ing the event, email Monica 
gutierrez at sigmaangel007@
hotmail.com.

New Bills Signed

gov. gray Davis signed two 
new bills recently and as they 
were introduced in response to 
the Rampart Division scandal in 
Los Angeles. Both bills authored 
by Assembly member gloria 
Romero (D-Los Angeles) Majority 
whip of the California State 
Assembly were drafted to curb 
police misconduct.

The first bill, AB 1993, makes 
it a felony, punishable by up to 
five years in state prison for a 
peace officer to conceal, alter or 
manufacture physical evidence 
to frame someone for a crime. 
Current law does not contain a 
section that makes it illegal for an 
officer to plant physical evidence. 

The bill would also make it a 
misdemeanor for a person who 
is not a peace officer to willfully 
alter, plant or conceal physical 
evidence with intention of impli-
cating a person for a crime.

AB 2484 grants the California 
Attorney general the authority 

to bring civil rights against law 
enforcement agencies engag-
ing in a pattern and practice of 
misconduct to prohibit those 
agencies from engaging in illegal 
practices.

This bill will also provide a 
remedy to address systematic 
violations of constitutional rights 
such as excessive force, false 
arrest or discriminatory actions.

Watercolor West to 
Return with Traditional 

Inspiration

The 32nd Annual watercolor 
west exhibition is set to return to 
the Brea gallery with an opening 
reception, Saturday, Oct. 21 from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

More than 100 traditional 
watercolors were collected for the 
show. 

The exhibit incorporates a 
series of six demonstrations for 
adults by notable watercolor 
artists.  Featured guest artists 
include Christopher Schink, 
Duane Light, Chris Van winkle, 
Tom Fong, Donal Jolley and Judi 
Betts. 

watercolor west will run 
through Dec. 10.

Advance registration is 
required to participate in these 
seminars. 

The adult demonstration takes 
place on a series of Saturdays 
from 9:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 
Cost is $15 for each Brea resi-
dent. 

in addition, two children’s 
workshops will be featured during 
the run. “watercolor for Kids,” is 
scheduled for Nov. 4 and Dec. 2 
from 1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

The cost for materials id $5. 
Veteran watercolorist John Koser 
will instruct the classes. To reg-
ister for the classes, call (714) 
990-7100. 

Admission to the Brea gallery 
is $1 and Brea residents attend 

CALeNDAR OF eVeNTSCALENDAR OF EVENTS
Campus

enjoy a free rockabilly show 
by the “Three Bad Jacks” at 
Becker Amphitheater at noon.

See “Three Sisters,” a dra-
matic play, presented by the 
CSuF department of Theatre 
and Dance, by Anton Chekhov 
and directed by Donn Finn, 
today at 8 p.m. The play will 
take place at the Arena Theatre.  
Advance admission is $8 for 
the general public, $6 with Titan 
Discount; all tickets at the door 
are $8.  Tickets are available at 
the Performing Arts Center box 

office or call (714) 278-3371.

Visit the exhibit “A Salute to 
Orange County Journalism,” 
now open through Feb. 25 in 
the Atrium gallery of the Pollak 
Library.  Featured is a work-
ing newsroom of the past, a 
Linotype typesetting machine 
and Teletype machine.  Also see 
a special collection of photo-
graphs by photojournalist Patrick 
O’Donnell, CSuF photographer 
and Orange Coast College 
Professor.  For more informa-
tion, call Dave Reid at (714) 
278-3355 or email dreid@fuller-
ton.edu.  This exhibit is free and 

open to the public.
Through Oct. 5, the Cal State 

Fullerton Main Art gallery pres-
ents “watershed/Sant Khalsa 
and geoff Fricker,” an exhibit of 
photographs by geoff Fricker, 
with a contribution by Sant 
Khalsa, of human interaction 
with California’s watersheds — 
rivers, lakes and streams — as 
resource, historical influence and 
life source.  

The Cal State Fullerton Main 
Art gallery is located at 800 N. 
State College Blvd. in Fullerton, 
and is open Monday through 
Thursday, 12-4 p.m. & Sunday, 
2-5 p.m.  

Community

“Domestic Priorities,” an 
exhibit brings together three 
California artists whose work 
draws parallels between the 
process of making art and the 
routine of domestic life, runs 
through Oct. 22.  

The Muckenthaler Cultural 
Center Foundation is located 
at 1201 w. Malvern Ave., in 
Fullerton. it is open from 10-4 
p.m. Tuesday through Friday, 
and 12-4 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday. 

For more information call 
(714) 738-6595. 

Look at Last week’s Online poll results on Page 6
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TMs CaMPUs

a university in Canada offers 
courses dedicated to Oprah

Workshop deals with pests

by cindy armiJO
daily Titan staff Writer

Glass cases containing dead insects 
lined the tables. A live black widow 
crawled around a plastic container. 
Chewed shoes, cords and aluminum 
cans showed the teeth marks of an 
annoying rat. 

Sound like images found in a sci-
ence lab? Maybe, but Saturday’s crit-
ters were all part of an educational 
class dealing with ways to prevent and 
control the pesky problems. 

Educational coordinator with 
the Orange County Vector Control 
District, James G. Francisco, has spent 
18 years helping residents deal with 
troubling vectors.

“What is a vector?” Francisco asked 
a small audience of participators sit-
ting in the Arboretum. As silence filled 
the air, Francisco answered, “A vector 
is anything that can transmit diseases 
to humans.” 

Examples he gave included mos-
quitoes, rats, fire ants and killer bees. 

“Even a flea is a vector,” Francisco 
said.

Francisco started the hour-long 
discussion talking about mosquitoes, 
which are commonly attracted to car-
bon dioxide, and are both male and 
female.

“A lot of people don’t know that 
there is a male and female mosquito,” 
Francisco said. “And the female mos-
quitoes are the ones that take your 
blood, not the males.” 

The female then uses the blood to 
help lay her eggs Francisco explained.

Mosquitoes can also carry diseases 
such as malaria, and require water to 
complete their life cycle. Poorly kept 
pools and stagnant water are the pri-
mary sources of infestation. 

Just as mosquitoes flock to dirty 
water, rats appreciate they’re own 
untidy habitat. They nest in overgrown 
shrubs, trees and other forms of veg-
etation. 

“We probably get 10 to 14,000 calls 
a year on rat problems,” Francisco 
said. “Every city has them.”

Although the dominant rats are pri-
marily nocturnal, Francisco said that 
when someone sees a rat during the 
day, that usually means the rat popu-
lation is a lot higher. The higher the 
population, the more difficult the task 
of getting rid of the disease-carrying 
rodents. 

Francisco recommends fixing small 
openings in house vents or setting 
traps. 

“They can get through an opening 
the size of a quarter, and can flatten 
like a pancake,” Francisco said. “It’s 
pretty amazing.”

If fixing vents and screens doesn’t 
solve the problem, poisonous traps 
are an alternative. However, the resi-
dent should use caution when placing 
poison within the reach of dogs, or 
children. 

Aside from poison, Francisco 
revealed that peanut butter and other 

foods are good trapping agents.
“I’ve caught rats with chocolate 

malt balls,” said Francisco.
Chocolate might also entice a “hot” 

and smaller vector-the fire ant. 
These pests prefer open, sunny areas 

and primarily feed off of plants, roots, 
soil and other insects. 

“When they bite, the sting feels 
like fire,” Francisco explained as he 
showed a picture of a human arm cov-
ered with swollen ant bites. 

To keep the fire ants from multiply-
ing, a control agent is used, which is 
in the form of a granule. The worker 
ants take this granule to the queen ant, 
which she consumes and becomes 
sterilized from laying anymore eggs.  

The final vector Francisco addressed 
was the killer bee. “The killer bee is 
now in Orange County,” Francisco 
said. Since the bees were found in four 
cities, Orange County has been what 
Francisco calls, “colonized.” This 
means that vector controllers can no 
longer tell the difference between reg-
ular bees and killer bees because their 
physical appearances are so similar. 
The only way controllers are differ-
entiating between the bees is through 
DNA testing.

Another difference between a killer 
bee and a regular bee is the method of 
attacking.

“Just like a regular bee, a killer 
bee stings one time and then dies,” 
Francisco said. “But there are more 
killer bees during an attack, and they’re 
more aggressive.” 

With multiple stings, a victim is 
susceptible to more venom.

“They [killer bees] get mad, and 
stay mad a lot longer,” Francisco said. 

naRbOReTUM: Class 
shows students how 
to prevent problems 
with insects and 
rodents
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arboretum volunteers hold a workshop where the public can learn how to deal with pests that invide their 
home gardens. The arboretum holds similar seminars throughout the year.

by kelly mead
daily Titan staff Writer

Coughing, chills and headaches. 
If a person has these symptoms, they 
probably have the flu. 

But the population may not want 
to fret about the this year’s flu just 
yet.  

Flu season doesn’t start until 
November.  

If a person gets a flu shot within 
the next couple of weeks, they’ll be 
immunized well before the danger-
ous months.  Unless the flu shot is 
unavailable.

The annual flu shot is being 
delayed this year.  

The availability of certain com-
ponents needed to tackle this years 
strain are causing the shots to be 
set back for an uncertain amount 
of time.  

It could be well into flu season 
before the flu shot injects with full 
force to the population.

“It will get out probably sometime 
in mid November or December,” 
said Rebecca Pimentel, spokesper-
son for the Influenza Coalition at the 
American Lung Association.

Usually during the early months 
of winter the city puts out a large 
public relations campaign to encour-
age the entire community to get 
their shots.

The flu vaccine is changed every 
year in order to combat the strain 
that is most prevalent in the popula-
tion.

Professor Marcelo Tolmasky of 
the Biological Science Department 
said that there is a collection of 
strains at any given moment.  

“The vaccine is not effective 
against all of them, but it is effec-
tive against the one that is more 
abundant,” Tolmasky said.

Only high-risk individuals will be 
treated until the full amount of shots 
are released.

So what risk factors qualify indi-
viduals for the current flu shot at 
this point?  

According to an influenza vaccine 
pamphlet put out by the American 
Lung Association, anyone over the 
age of 50 with health problems that 
weaken their immune systems, a 
serious chronic health problem, or 

those who are often in contact with 
high risk people will be vaccinated 
first. 

“If they get the flu it could be 
lethal for them,” Pimentel said.

The flu shot, which injects 
Americans with a new flu virus 
every year, takes a couple of weeks 
to go into affect. 

Last year was a huge flu season.  
It was stronger and lasted longer.  

In fact, according to Pimentel, 
about 960,000 shots were given at 
community sponsored sites in 1999.  

Does this mean that delayed flu 
shots will cause an epidemic of flu 
victims this year?

The Center for Disease Control 
said that since there is a delay and 
not a shortage, they are not expect-
ing a large flu epidemic.  

So far officials haven’t said 
whether this year’s delay will be 
a problem for next year’s crop of 
shots.

Pimentel said that the average 
person shouldn’t worry about the 
shot delay effecting them too much.  

“If you can’t get or don’t get it 
you can keep healthy with healthy 
practices,” she said. “Like washing 
your hands, eating healthy and get-
ting enough sleep.”

nHeaLTH: Components 
for this year’s strain of 
the flu are causing a 
setback in supplies

Shots delayed with the start 
of the  flu season beginning 

“There are even a lot of bee keepers 
who don’t want to mess with them.”

According to Francisco, the best 
thing to do when confronted by killer 
bees is to run. If stung, he recom-
mends using a credit card or duct tape 
to remove the stinger. Using tweezers 
may squeeze more venom into the 
body, he said.

“The best thing to do is just be aware 
of your surroundings,” Francisco 

added.
Audience members applauded the 

discussion and appeared pleased with 
the class.

“I thought the class was great,” said 
Theda Clark of La Habra Heights. 
Clark, who is a member of the Friends 
of the Arboretum, attended the class to 
mainly learn about rat control.

“I didn’t expect to get such a 
broad coverage,” she said. “I think he 

[Francisco] was very personable and 
informative.”

JoAnne Olson of Fullerton, also 
found the class informative. 

“I thought he did an excellent job,” 
she said. “Information like this is 
great.”

The Orange County Vector Control 
District provides free service to the 
residents of Orange County. 

by billy O’keeFe
TMs Campus

In the not-so-far future, students 
everywhere may someday be able to 
receive a degree in Oprah Winfrey 
studies from Oprah Winfrey University 
(most likely located in a town called 
Oprah). 

But until that pipe dream comes true 
and the doors at Oprah U. swing open, 
the University of Alberta’s English 
department has a cure for those dying 
from the indefinite wait: a class devot-
ed to the first lady of media.

“Reading Oprah,” according to a 
syllabus prepared by Daphne Read, 
associate professor of English at U of 
A, challenges students to get inside 
the walls of the one-woman media 
machine. Read wants students to dis-
cuss, among other things, Oprah’s 
work, her philanthropy and her meth-
ods of using her television show to 
promote literacy (and, some would 
argue, vice versa).

“Oprah Winfrey has become a 
cultural force of near-mythic dimen-
sions,” writes Read, who refers to the 
class’ subject matter as “the ‘Oprah 
phenomenon.’”

A makeshift list of required materi-
als includes everything from selected 
novels from Oprah’s Book Club to 
“The Color Purple” (the book and the 
film), as well as works by some of 
Winfrey’s guests.

But novels and movies are only 
scratching the surface. Students will 
also keep a journal of their personal 
analysis of Oprah, and class time will 
consist largely of class-wide discus-
sions and presentations.

Then there’s Oprah herself, perhaps 
the most definitive reference of all. 

“Oprah offers herself as representa-
tive text, turning stories of her strug-
gles with abuse and with her weight 
into public narrative and spectacle,” 
Read writes. “Like many successful 
figures in mass culture, she provokes 
both reverence and ridicule.”

Oprah resurfaces in curriculum

request, he questioned whether the 
manner in which AS funds would 
be spent for the trip was appropri-
ate as well as whether AS should be 
funding a program that represented 
such a small number of students.

“I think this trip is a great idea,” 
Terreri said. “However, if I asked 
my constituents if their AS fees 

should be used for theater tickets in 
Russia, I’d have to assume most of 
them would say no.” 

After the meeting, Terreri 
remarked that he was concerned 
because it seemed as if AS was giv-
ing out money to fund a vacation.

Terreri’s reservations appeared 
to spark AS President Mary Grace 
Cachuela’s concern that the fund-
ing approval would set a precedent. 
Executive Director Harvey McKee 
laid her concerns to rest, however, 

saying that AS had funded other 
such trips in the past.

Several other board members 
expressed their understanding 
regarding Terreri’s concern. 

In the end, however, all felt it 
was both worthwhile and appropri-
ate for AS to help fund the project. 

“It’s sort of the equivalent to a 
business student going to a confer-
ence to meet Bill Gates,” Vice Chair 
Adam Byrnes said. “ It’s important 
for them, I think.”

AS
n from page 1

Perhaps the best news of all for 
wannabe Oprah U. students: the class 
can be repeated. Maybe that all-Oprah 
curriculum isn’t just a pipe dream 
after all.
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The world-famous chef, Wolfgang Puck,demonstrates several of his cooking methods to a large crowd that 
gathered at his south Coast Plaza restaurant.

by camille JOnes
daily Titan staff Writer

Loretta VanTilborg of Huntington 
Beach was looking for a bedspread at 
Macy’s Home Furniture Store when 
she smelled food.

VanTilborg and her husband fol-
lowed the scent directly to a cooking 
demonstration and food tasting taking 
place in a small kitchen in the middle 
of the store.

The man responsible for the pleas-
ant smells floating throughout the store 
was Chef Wolfgang Puck.

“I came over here because I wanted 
to see what was cooking,” VanTilborg 
said. “The food was good. It was dif-
ferent.”

Puck’s appearance last Thursday 
was related to the fact that he owns 
the Wolfgang Puck Café next to the 
Macy’s store in the South Coast Plaza 

in Costa Mesa.  
Puck was cooking in the pots-and-

pans section in the middle of the 
newly opened Macy’s Home Furniture 
Store. 

Rosemarie Robles, the public rela-
tions manager for Macy’s, said Puck 
was invited to perform the demonstra-
tion as a way to celebrate the opening 
of the new Macy’s Home Furniture 
Store and the dedication of the plaza’s 
new Bridge of Gardens.

The Home Furniture Store opened 
three weeks prior to Puck’s appear-
ance, and the bridge dedication took 
place that morning.

The demonstration was also an 
opportunity for Puck to promote 
and sign copies of his new book, 
“Adventures in the Kitchen with 
Wolfgang Puck.”

Store Manager Sheryl Gordon intro-
duced Puck — the man behind famous 
restaurants like Lupo, Postrio, Granita, 
Chinois and his signature restaurant 
Spago — as “one of the most influ-
ential chefs in America who is cred-
ited with reviving California’s culinary 
heritage.”

“I didn’t come alone,” Puck said. 
“I am too old to do all of these long 
cooking classes by myself.” 

Sherry Yard was Puck’s assistant for 

the demonstration.
Puck told the audience that Yard is 

the pastry chef at his Spago restaurant 
and she was named the No. 1 pas-
try chef in America by Bon Appétit 
Magazine.

With Yard helping out, Puck pre-
pared and mixed chicken stock, wild 
mushrooms, red wine, rice, butter, 
cheese and other seasonings to create 
one of his favorite dishes, mushroom 
risotto.

When Puck’s one-hour demonstra-
tion was completed, assistants passed 
around samples of the dish to those in 
attendance. Puck said he wanted them 
“to taste the food and get excited and 
cook it at home afterwards.”

Puck said he had more than enough 
food for everyone since he has pre-
pared huge amounts of food for even 
larger numbers of people before.

Last year at the Academy Awards 
he, along with 10 other chefs, served a 
black truffle risotto with grilled chick-
en breasts to just about everyone in the 
auditorium that night.

After Puck finished the risotto and 
it was distributed to the audience, 
pastry Chef Yard mixed up some eggs, 
sugar, butter and chocolate and made 
warm, oozing chocolate cupcakes for 

nCOMMUnITy: Chef 
participated in cel-
ebrating South Coast 
Plaza’s bridge dedica-
tion

Visit our web site. http://dailytitan.fullerton.
edu
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Wolfgang Puck cooks for a
crowd at South Coast Plaza

by margaret steen
Knight-Ridder newspapers

In many ways, this is the best time for 
students considering their career options 
as they head back to class. 

Technological advances are creating 
jobs that didn’t exist a decade ago, while 
a heavy demand for workers means 
companies are competing fiercely even 
for new graduates.

“I think it’s really excellent for my 
age group because there’s so many more 
options now,” said Travis Burke, a senior 
at San Jose State University and a busi-
ness administration major.  “I might 
actually have some options to weigh as 
opposed to just taking whatever intern-
ship I get.”

Yet all these options can make career 
choices difficult, and the booming econo-
my has raised students’ expectations.

“A lot of our students come to college 
now with great ideas of working with 
start-up companies and making it big,” 
said Bob Thirsk, director of Stanford’s 
career development center.

Not everyone will make it big with a 
start-up, of course. But not all students’ 
expectations are unrealistic. 

The tight labor market has companies 
competing for students, especially those 
who have the training and work experi-
ence to move into technical jobs.

“Now that there’s such a shortage of 
technical people, students are getting the 
impression that, even as individuals with 
very little experience, they have the power 
to negotiate,” said Lina Melkonian, assis-
tant director of the career center at San 
Jose State. “I’ve had more requests from 
students for articles on salary negotiation 
than ever before.”

Students aren’t just looking for high 
salaries, however.

“There is a different way of looking at 
work today,” Melkonian said. “It’s more 
of an MTV expectation of their jobs. 

It’s got to be fun, and it’s got to be in 
motion.”

Just knowing that they want a fun job 
that pays well isn’t enough for students 

to find the right job, however. And the 
explosion of options can make the choice 
more confusing.

“The notion of traditional career paths 
just isn’t there anymore,” said Richard 
Fein, director of the undergraduate place-
ment service for the business school at 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
and author of numerous career advice 
books. “Entire industries disappear and 
new ones are created.”

Some careers, such as teaching, medi-
cine and law, still have a clear path, of 
course. For students interested in other 
areas, internships and part-time work 
during college can help clarify what 
kinds of jobs to look for.

Burke worked for a year at an Internet 
start-up while going to school.

From that experience he settled on 
project management as a specific focus 
within business, and he learned that he 
would rather work for a larger, more 
secure company once he graduates. 

Without this sort of experience or 
guidance, however, students can have a 
hard time focusing.

Roberto Aviles, a first-year San Jose 
State student from Hayward, Calif., is 
taking communications, English and his-
tory this fall. 

He hasn’t chosen a major or career. 
Part of the difficulty, he said, is that it’s 
hard to find out what kind of jobs various 
majors lead to.

“I know if I graduate in computer 
science, there’s going to be a lot of jobs 
out there,” Aviles said. “I’m not really 
informed how many jobs are out there 
for history majors.”

Even students who have a general 
idea of what they would like to do may 
not know the specific jobs that are avail-
able, or how to get there.

“I spend more time talking to kids who 
are talking about business, because a lot 
of them have no idea what that means,” 
said Sharon Cravanas, director of college 
counseling at The Head-Royce School, 
a private K-12 school in Oakland, Calif. 
“A lot of them just think if you’re in 
business you’re going to make a lot of 

money.”
Because the technology boom has 

created so many new jobs, it is also been 
easier for job seekers to learn about com-
panies and careers.

“There’s much more information avail-
able about what those options are, and 
more access to companies and employ-
ers,” Thirsk said. “So while their deci-
sion-making struggles are compounded, 
there is more opportunity to research and 
gather information about the opportuni-
ties that are available.”

Students are increasingly using 
the Web to get general career advice, 
research specific employers and even 
apply for jobs.

“They have access to all this informa-
tion now,” said Janina Espinoza, work 
experience coordinator at Evergreen 
Valley College in San Jose. “This gen-
eration definitely has an edge as far as 
being well-informed, especially if they 
have access to the Internet.”

Those in the business of helping stu-
dents make career connections warn that 
it’s important for today’s students to learn 
solid job-hunting skills, even though the 
job market is so hot right now that it may 
seem unnecessary.

“There’s much greater competition 
for students now; instead of students 
interviewing for employers, you have 
employers doing everything they can to 
attract top students,” said John Casella, 
CEO of Emeryville-based MyRoad.
com, a Web site that helps students match 
college majors to careers. 

“Things go in cycles; students need to 
be aware that the future may not always 
hold the same promise that we see in 
today’s market.”

And even today, expectations that are 
raised too high can lead to disappoint-
ment.

“In this marketplace where there 
is so much success, people don’t talk 
about failure as much,” Melkonian said. 
“When they don’t succeed right away, 
they think something is wrong. Still, find-
ing the ideal job is a lot of work; it doesn’t 
just happen.”

College students have more 
options in career opportuni-
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to practice.
Harris said, “The future is going to 

be great, but right now…”
Faculty went over a number of 

options as to where to put the University 
Wind Ensemble and Symphonic Band 
this year; moose lodges, tents on the 
grass, high schools and churches were 
all considered.

The most promising option was 
to put them in the basement in the 
Engineering Center.

The room turned out to be too small 
for a band of about 50 people.   The 
sound was so loud in the room that 
Guiliano said she was afraid her ears 
would be damaged. The room would 
cost about $35,000 to improve and the 
money would be taken out of the funds 
for remodeling room 116.  The depart-
ment decided to find another option.

Since the beginning of the semes-
ter the band has been practicing in 

The Little Theater.  Next week they 
will have to find somewhere else to 
go.  The Little Theater is normally 
reserved for dramatic productions and 
next week preparations for the musical 
“Into the Woods” begin.

Last week, the class, which meets 
for four hours a week, was still unsure 
of where they would be practicing.  
Signs were pointing toward a move 
off campus.

Students expressed concerns about 
an off campus move.  

Many of the students who play 
heavy instruments would have to lug 
them off campus.  

Others, who have to take specific 
classes to graduate, may have trouble 
getting to class on time.  Some places 
being considered would only allow 
night practices.  A change in the sched-
ule could conflict with work or other 
classes.  

Rooms in the Titan Student Union 
would be large enough for the band 
to use. But the TSU has denied them 
access because the rooms are strictly 

reserved for non-school credit func-
tions.

“It’s supposed to be the student 
union, but we’re still not allowed in 
there,” Harris said. “Guest lectures are 
cool, but not that many people show 
up.  They have smaller rooms to use.”

Carmela Gomez, an event planner 
for the TSU said that the students are 
being denied access for a couple of 
reasons. 

 First they would have to deal with 
the disruptive noise and second they 
have a limited number of rooms avail-
able for functions.   

Gomez said they have had couple 
of requests for room already this year.  

 “If we did say yes to one, we’d 
have to be consistent with everybody,” 
she said.

Although Harris said he feels the 
benefits of the new room outweigh the 
troubles, the project is taking its toll on 
the group.  

“It’s bad for the seniors, Harris said. 
“All these problems and frustration 
and not seeing the benefits from it.”

BAND
n from page 1
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band members find places to practice their music despite having to move around due to the constant con-
struction projects in the Performing arts building.

said as he sat and read a book among 
the green trees and small creek.

Multiple subject credential students, 
Wendy Matsui and Cathy Ouellette, 
said they didn’t think the temporary 
parking lot would remain temporary. 
Matsui said she thought it would 
become permanent. 

“The Arboretum is a place to 
retreat on campus that doesn’t smell,” 
Ouellette said. “If they put a parking 
lot there, the Arboretum will no longer 
be quiet.” 

Both Ouellette and Matsui also said 
that they could hear the freeway and 
that was bad enough, with a parking 
lot it would probably be louder.

“Our parking problem is bad but 
to tear down a part of the Arboretum 
we would lose good and important 
things,” Teramoto said. 

While many students are interested 
in a new parking structure they do not 

want the Arboretum paved over for it.
“I don’t think it’s a good idea 

because it’s been around for such a 
long time,” said Lionel Cordova, a 
kinesiology student. 

Cordova added that the Arboretum 
is an important part of the campus.

“The solution would be short term 
but then what? Keep on chopping 
[down] more trees?” Cordova said. 

Cal State Fullerton alumni 
Helena Malek, who now works with 
Continuing Learning Experience, said 
she would not approve of having a 
new lot built on the Arboretum and 
would petition against it if she had to.  

“The Arboretum is wonderful and 
has beauty with everything else,” she 
said. 

Malek also prefers to have a struc-
ture built elsewhere because the 
Arboretum serves the community as 
well as the campus. She said kids go 
to the Arboretum. 

“The university needs to think in 
broader terms, not just parking and 
academics,” Malek said.

ARBORETUM
n from page 1
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The arboretum grounds have several streams as well as a large variety 
of plant life.

nlinepollR
Last week’s question: do you agree with the 
university’s proposal to convert four acres of 

129 people responded with . . .

What’s an 
arboretum?

no, we need 
more than just 

320 
yes, more park-
ing is needed

 8% 22%
yes, CsUF is 
for students 

not trees

 16%16%
no, it’s bad for 
the environ-

39%

by alex remingtOn
TMs Campus Correspondent

Every morning, Katie Naibauer takes 
a quick shower, gets dressed, grabs her 
books, and heads out the door a full hour 
before her 8 a.m. class begins.

And that’s when the fun begins.
Naibauer, a sophomore at the 

University of Colorado at Boulder, circles 
the campus searching for a metered park-
ing spot. Time and again she explores the 
few small parking lots near her first class, 
hoping for a miracle. But, usually, the 
lots are full. 

After a fruitless half-hour of 90-degree 
turns and slammed fists, Naibauer heads 
for one of the residential streets just off of 
the sprawling campus.  If lucky, she’ll get 
to class a minute or two early after speed-
walking over small hills, past a stream, 
and through quads.

“It’s a problem everyone has to deal 
with,” she said. “It seems to grow in 
magnitude every year.”

A lack of campus parking isn’t a 
new problem by any means, but it’s one 
that many students and faculty mem-
bers around the nation are beginning 
to get especially vocal about. Several 
factors contribute to the worsening situa-
tion. Recent increases in enrollment have 
left many schools reporting their largest 
first-year classes in history. To accom-
modate the influx, many schools have 
embarked on a flurry of construction 
projects — including new residence halls 
and classroom buildings — that eat up 
already precious parking spaces.

For those reasons, it takes more than a 
parking permit or a pocketful of change 
to secure a parking spot on a college 
campus.

It takes a little thing called luck.
“It seems like I spend half the morning 

trying to get a parking spot, and I’ll get 
one only if I’m lucky,” Naibauer said. “I 
live five miles from campus and if I can’t 
get a parking spot, I have to either walk 
or bike. And at 7 a.m. in December in 

the foothills of the Rockies, walking or 
biking isn’t exactly a reasonable option.  
I really do have stories about walking 
uphill for several miles through snow just 
to get to class on time.”

While many agree that parking on 
campus can be a pain, many university 
officials don’t know what to do about 
it. They’ve built new parking garages, 
opened up lots that were previously no-
parking, created free shuttles and installed 
more bike racks. And still the problem 
persists. 

Julie Billodeaux, a graduate student 
at Louisiana Tech at Ruston, said she 
thinks it’s ridiculous that a parking pass 
doesn’t guarantee her a spot - or even a 
little security.

“At Tech there are parking areas that 
require students to have a parking pass,” 
she said. “But signs are posted in the area 
[that say] ‘park at your own risk.’ So 
what the school is telling students is that 
you must pay money to park here but if 
you get robbed or vandalized don’t come 

to us for help.”
Ricky James, a graduate student at 

Tulane University, agreed.
“Buying a parking permit doesn’t 

mean anything,” he said. “You’re still 
subject to fines, vandalism, robbery, etc.  
It’s a crapshoot.”

Many colleges and universities insist 
the hassles could be avoided if students 
— particularly undergraduates — left 
their cars at home.  

However, despite a concerned effort 
on everyone’s behalf, the problem con-
tinues to hamper students and faculty 
alike.

“Many of my professors have diffi-
culty finding a parking spot in the morn-
ings,” Naibauer said. “They end up park-
ing off campus like the rest of us, even 
though many of them have parking pass-
es.  I know a number of them get really 
irritated when they can’t find a spot.  It 
can’t be a good policy for a university to 
irk their professors like that.”

Campus parking spaces fill up nationally

hAVe A 
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Daily Titan NFL Poll Some good and 
bad for Titans at 
Stanford meet

by raul ascenciO
Daily Titan Staff Writer

The Cal State Fullerton cross coun-
try team posted a slew of season 
bests, but struggled to keep pace with 
the pack at the 27th annual Stanford 
Invitational this past Saturday.  

Among those breaking the tape in 
record time were the top three male 
Titans, sophomore Vikram Mahan and 
seniors Josh Slater and Ethan Friend.  

Mahan led the way with a time of 
26:44, good for 56th overall, staking 
claim to the number one Titan position 
for the third straight competition.

Slater tightly trailed Mahan as he 
finished in the 65th spot in 26:55, 
becoming the second CSUF distancer 
to clear the “all-important” 27 minute 
hurdle.  

“Our goal going into the meet was 
to get under the 27 minute mark, this 
was a feat that our top three guys 
nearly achieved,” Titan Head Coach 
John Elders said.  

Barely toppling the 27 minute mark 
was Ethan Friend, who finished 69th 
overall with a 27:01 performance.

Rounding out the top five were a 
couplet of well-conditioned freshmen.  

Marcos Campos finished in 100th 
place with a 28:02:15 mark, and Darius 
Bastani finished split seconds behind 
at 28:02:22 for the 101st position.  

“We have a strong group of young 
guys, who have proven that they can 
compete at the collegiate level, and 

I’m excited to see the two up in the top 
five spots,” Elders said.  

The men’s team almost overtook 
Big West rival Long Beach State, but 
fell five points short as they completed 
the 8,000m contest in 16th place.  

Stanford posted the top three over-
all finishes, scoring a mere, 28 points 
en route to a domineering victory at 
their home field.

Home field advantage proved piv-
otal throughout the day as Stanford 
duplicated its winning ways in the 
female 5,000m competition.  

The visiting Titans, challenged by 
a long, tedious climb early on in the 
course, found themselves in the back 
of the pack, as they finished 21st out 
of 21 squads.

Top performances were exerted by 
the consistent trio of lower classmen 
—sophomores Jenifer Martin and 
Terry Vega and freshman Danielle 
Hernandez.

Martin was the Titan front-runner 
finishing with a  notable 20:10 mark 
that was only good enough for 122nd 
amongst the elite national field.  

Vega dashed in next, breaking the 
tape in 20:17 for 129th place, followed 
by Hernandez who finished 146th with 
a time of 20:32.

Rounding out the top five and 
also finishing below the 21 minute 
platform were freshman Jean Garcia 
(138th, 20:35) and senior Kira Horvath 
(146th, 20:45).

CSUF will have the week off to 
mend their muscle strains and hip 
flexors, before competing in their first 
Big West divisional match-up, the Cal 
Poly Invitational.  

The event will take place on Oct. 14 
in San Luis Obispo.

After the Cal Poly meet, CSUF will 
come home for the Titan Invitational 
on Oct. 20, it will be the team’s final 
invitational meet of the season.

nCROSS COUNTRY: 
Slater, Mahan and Friend 
fare well as men finish 
16th out of 18 teams and 
women finish last

Men’s Basketball 
Tryouts

Wanna be a Titan?
The men’s basketball team is holding open tryouts for full-time 

CSUF students on October 16 and 17 at 7 a.m. in the Titan Gym.

For more information, please call (714) 278-3711

1.St. Louis (5-0, four first place votes) last wk 1
Rams offense gets a well deserved rest to the dismay of Fantasy Football players

2.New York Jets (4-0) last wk 2
Steelers come to town as surprise team of 2000 tries to remain undefeated

3.Minnesota (4-0) last wk 7
Culpepper gets toughest test yet, Tampa Bay defense

4.Miami (4-1) last wk 4
Dolphins “D” is tough but Bengals manage 16 points

5.Oakland (3-1) last wk 5
Cross-town battle as Silver and Black take on 49ers 

6.Indianapolis (3-1) last wk 8
Colts pick up rare win in Buffalo, Patriots up next

7.Baltimore (4-1) last wk 7
55 points allowed this season is second best in the NFL

8.Tennessee (3-1) last wk nr
McNair and George have big Sunday as Titans seem to be regaining old form

9.Washington (3-2) last wk nr
Never doubt Neon Deion

10.Tampa Bay (3-2) last wk nr
From 1st in DT poll to 10th, get No.3 Vikings this Sunday

Note:The Daily Titan Football Rankings are strictly the views of the DT sports staff and members of the DT editorial 
staff. First place votes are the views of the sports editors and selected DT staff writers



I was two 
months old 

when we 
escaped to the 
United States. 

My Aunt Thoa is 
cradling me just 

weeks before 
we left (above).

My father 
Chuyen  Nguyen 

was a lieuten-
ant in South 
Vietnam Air 

Force for five 
years (right).

Signs of the Vietnam War are still evident 
in Ho Chi Minh City by the display of a 
South Vietnamese military plane that has 
its flag crossed out. 

This is my mother’s family. The whole clan has 
since moved to the United States.

I can still almost taste his hot and sour 
breath spitting into my nostrils. “I am going 
to kill you! I am going to stab you right now! 
Give me that film! Give me that film god-
damn it!” He puts his hands in his pockets and 
gestures at the sharp object underneath his 
ripped jacket. 

My Vietnamese is generally abysmal but 
tonight I understand everything. 

His bloodshot eyes loom over me 
with contempt. He thinks I am a police 
informant trying to get “in” with his 
group or a communist spy. Or both. I 
am a traitor. I am a Cong San. “Cong 
San! Mai Cong San!” Half a dozen of 
his cohorts chant as they slowly make 
their way toward me. 

They can’t tell if I am Vietnamese, 
Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Samoan 
or German. 

“Down with communists! Down 
with communists!” they scream to 
clarify their disapproval. A man 
wearing a yellow bandanna with 
three red-stripes around his head 
grabs for my camera bag. I clutch 
at my bag for dear life. He gets the 
mob to leave me alone. 

He is no more than 4 feet 10 inches, 
but is as imposing as a man three times 

his size. He is dark, nearly jet-black. 
There is no moon tonight and I can barely 

see him. All I can remember are those wide 
angry eyes and the homemade tattoo of the 

Asian dragon that pulsates from his neck. 
But the image that I can’t shake is the bullet 
wound that starts just below his temple and 
exits right by his nose. What he would love to 
do to me if these television news vans weren’t 
all around us. 

It’s nearly midnight and they are sitting 
in the parking lot in a Westminster strip mall 
waiting for something to happen. Maybe it’s 
morbid curiosity. Maybe it’s the impetuous 
media hacks looking for 15 seconds of film 
to negatively stigmatize our community. Or 
maybe it’s just common sense. Truong Van 
Tran will be here in the morning to try to 
re-hang a portrait of Ho Chi Minh and the 
Vietnamese communist flag in his video store 
only to be greeted with dagger eyes, rot-

ten eggs and self-propelled rockets of human 
saliva. 

There are a few dozen anti-communist dem-
onstrators huddled together on the sidewalk 
adjacent to the video store. They have been 
here for days, closer to weeks now. They are 
tired, hungry and weary, but are going nowhere 
tonight. There is too much at stake to just simply 
leave. 

To many Americans, images of Ho and the 
flag of Vietnam evoke bitter memories. But to 
many others — like those who called KROQ’s 
Kevin and Bean Show the following morning 
— Vietnamese outrage is incomprehensible. 
Between jokes about bad Asian drivers and calls 
for Vietnamese-Americans to “just get over it,” 
two callers expressing the therapeutic politics of 
the day defended Tran’s speech rights by attack-
ing the rights of his critics to respond angrily. 
Free speech apparently now means the right to 
monologue. 

But I look at Tran’s shrine to Ho and see my 
father taking his wife, his brother and me —-his 
2-month-old son — in a military Jeep through 
sniper fire past the dead bodies of our friends 
and relatives to get to Tan Son Nhut Airport in 
April of 1975. 

I see my mother carrying me over barbed-
wire fences while being shot at by communist 
troops as her husband prepares to take off in a 
stolen cargo plane, cramming in as many people 
as possible, to escape certain execution. 

I see my parents trying to adjust to their 
new surroundings without being able to speak 
a lick of English. I see my dad taking a job in 
Arlington, Texas killing rats beneath people’s 
homes just to make ends meet. 

I see my family driving to Orange County in 
1979 because the eternal summers remind my 
mom of home. I see my parents — too proud to 
take food stamps and welfare checks — strug-
gling every day to put my brother and  I through 
Catholic school. 

I see Thai pirates dangling my 2-year-old 
cousin Anh Tho by her ankles over shark-infest-
ed waters, her body used as collateral to loot the 
tiny boat of starving refugees in 1978. 

I see the look of distress on my dad’s face as 
his father lay dying in Vietnam in 1997 because 
he couldn’t go home to say goodbye for fear 
of being jailed — or even worse — by the 
Vietnamese government. 

America has been good to our family. Mom 
owns a successful business in Garden Grove; 
Dad serves as an aid for a local state sena-
tor. This country welcomed us, and we have 
prospered. But Dad never lets me forget where 
we came from. I came to political conscious-
ness attending anti-communist demonstrations 
in Los Angeles, Westminster and other scattered 
places for as long as I can remember to, as he 
puts it, “preserve the cause.” 

Most Americans live with luxury — not just 
material, mind you, but also the luxury of his-

torical amnesia. With the exception of veterans 
and their families, perhaps, most Americans can 
forget — have forgotten — Vietnam. People 
in Orange County can generally move on and 
not have to worry about something that hap-
pened more than 25 years ago. It’s dated, and to 
the average American, it matters less than that 
other cultural signifier from the era, “The Brady 
Bunch.” 

I don’t have that luxury. 
My family —-like many Vietnamese-

American families — can’t forget why we are 
here. We are refugees from a regime Ho has 
come to symbolize, a regime that brutalized and 
murdered our people because of our beliefs. 

This is why letting Tran hang his portrait 
of Ho Chi Minh and the flag of communist 
Vietnam meets with such rage, such intemper-
ate displays of political passion. The shrine is 
a constant reminder of our failure to preserve 
democracy in a country that was stolen from us. 
We still fight the war every day. 

When the war ended in 1975, Saigon became 
Ho Chi Minh City. Posters and T-shirts of the 
man fill tourist shops. School children grow up 
knowing not Ho Chi Minh, but rather a benevo-
lent revolutionary known as “Uncle Ho.” In 
math books, children are asked, “If Uncle Ho 
has 10 apples and gives you eight of them, how 
many apples does Uncle Ho have left?” 

On a recent vacation in Vietnam, a distant 
cousin asked me if I was going to see Uncle 
Ho’s body in Hanoi. I told her, “Uncle Ho is no 
uncle of mine.” She was shocked. And I was, 
too, as I realized that the Vietnam my dad taught 
me to revere was dead in this country. 

It’s midnight now at the strip mall, but a dozen 
or so protesters refuse to quit their vigil in front 
of Tran’s video store. The winter windstorm 
pounds into Westminster police Sgt. Dwight 
Moore’s face as he tries in vain to control the 
crowd, telling the demonstrators they must leave 
because they are on private property. 

“Grace under fire,” I say to Moore. 
“Tell me about it,” he replies. 
I put away my camera and walk to my car, 

hiding the film in my pocket. Doing so reminds 
me of my trip to Vietnam three years ago when 
customs officials there ransacked our bags for 
anything videotaped and confiscated our Led 
Zeppelin and Bob Marley CDs to make sure 
we hadn’t brought information “compromising 
national security” into the country. 

As the crowd finally began to disperse, I 
drove away and quietly wondered what hap-
pened in that strip mall tonight. Where do we 
draw a line when it comes to having the right to 
freedom of speech? Why would a group of pro-
testers who say they represent the impulse for 
freedom in their homeland be so quick to take 
away my rights as an American citizen? Why 
am I judging an otherwise peaceful assembly by 
a small faction of paranoid thugs? Why don’t I 
just get the hell out of here and forget about it? 

The 25th anniversary of the fall of Saigon occurred this year and I have 
been trying to figure out its significance to me.  The media can be so 
focused on commemorations and yearly observances sometimes; the 
events they cover tend to lose its poignancy. 

Two years ago, when covering a protest for a local magazine, some-
thing happened to me that I will never forget.  It changed my stance on 
a lot of issues, mainly with my own ethnic community, politics and even 
how I view myself. This story is what the 25th anniversary represents to 
me and every anniversary thereafter.  
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