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Daily Titan Staff 
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The Associated 
Students Board of 
Directors appointed 
Samer Fayssal as 

director for the college of engi-
neering and computer sciences dur-
ing the AS meeting held in the 
Titan Student Union Legislative 
Chambers yesterday.  

Fayssal is a graduate student in 
electrical engineering with a con-
centration in telecommunications.  
He achieved his bachelor of sci-
ence degree from the University of 
Balamand in Coura, Lebanon.

“I’m excited about this because I 
can express the engineering depart-
ment’s ideas and sufferings to the 
board,” Fayssal said.

Fayssal said that one of these 
sufferings is that the engineering 
department has no research pro-
gram, because a doctorate is not 
available within the program.  

Fayssal heard about the posi-
tion from Evan Mooney, director of 
administration for AS.

Mooney said that Fayssal was 
a good candidate for this position 
because he represents the gradu-
ate, international and night student 
population.  “He is very well spoken 
and he chooses his words impecca-
bly,” Mooney said.

The position required that Fayssal 
meet a minimum cumulative semes-
ter GPA of 2.5, and that he be avail-
able on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

According to the application, 
his responsibilities on the board of 
directors will be to attend weekly 
board and AS meetings, maintain 
weekly office hours, act as a liaison 
between AS and school constitu-
ents, and make appropriate deci-
sions on issues affecting Cal State 
Fullerton and AS.  Also listed for 
the position, according to the appli-
cation, are organizational and time 
management skills, good interper-
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Construction for a new health 
building is expected to begin this 
spring.  Four years after the initial 
idea, plans for the 7,500-square-foot 
building have been sketched and 
bids from contractors are already 
being considered.  The new building 
will run parallel to the east side of 
the Health Center.

The Health Center has saved 
about 1.7 million dollars over the 
last few years for the project, said 
Thom Sloan, director of the student 
Health Center.  The money comes 
from a health facility fee of $3 that 
each student pays per semester.

“Here [the fee] has mostly been 
used in the past for renovating,” 
Sloan said.  “However, the previous 
directors haven’t spent all of it, so 
they built quite a large account.”

One of the services the new build-
ing will house is Physical Therapy.

Physical Therapy serves over 
3,000 appointments per year, in a 
700-square-foot space located in the 
Health Center.  The volume of stu-
dents is currently too much for the 
two-room facility.  Each room is no 

larger than the size of two standard 
doctors’ offices.

“We have the staff to see them, but 
we don’t know were to put them,” 
said Cathey Carreiro, the depart-
ment head of Physical Therapy, who 
has been at Cal State Fullerton since 
1989.

Carreiro recalls many days when 
patients have filled up the two rooms 
to their capacity and spilled out into 
the waiting area and the Health 
Center halls.

“They’re really forgiving,” she 
said when referring to her patients.

The new building will give 
Physical Therapy nearly three times 
the amount of space they are cram-
ming into now.

It will also have a private treat-
ment room, a luxury currently absent 
for the center.  The closed room will 
give therapists the opportunity to 
look at, for example, spine injuries 
in private. It will also give students 
the opportunity to have evaluations 
without other patients listening in.

Counseling and Psychological 
Services (CAPS) will also be relo-
cating to the new building.

“We’re kinda looking forward 
to being in the same building,” 
Carreiro said.

She hopes Physical Therapy 
will spill into CAPS.  Counselors 
could help student patients set goals 
and deal with other psychological 
aspects of injury.

CAPS, a spawn of Career 
Development and Counseling, is 
currently located in Langsdorf Hall.

By Sara Stanton
Daily Titan Staff 
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Over 100 students 
attended “Pizza With 
the Presidents” at the 
Titan Student Union 

Legislative Chambers yesterday. The 
event served as an opportunity for 
students to enjoy free pizza and ask 
two of the university’s leaders ques-
tions that concern the student body.

President Milton Gordon and 
Associated Students President Mary 
Grace Cachuela addressed students’ 
concerns in the hour-long luncheon.  
This is the first time that any sort 
of communicative effort has been 

made to bridge the gap between the 
student population, AS and President 
Gordon.

Students addressed key issues such 
as limited parking spaces, insuffi-
cient student involvement in campus 
activities, changes in commencement 
ceremonies, and the images of frater-
nities and sororities on campus.  

Most questions were directed to 
Gordon, though he graciously turned 
several over to Cachuela.

Gordon opened by saying “As far 
as I’m concerned, any question that 
is on your mind I would be glad to 
try and respond to.”  At that, students 
approached the podium with their 
questions.  

The first issue addressed that 
seemed to be on many  students’ 
minds was about what the university 
is planning to do regarding the lim-
ited parking spaces on campus.  

Cachuela responded that AS is cur-
rently adding more student repre-
sentatives to the parking committee, 
increasing representation from one to 
four students. 

“We want to involve you,” 

Cachuela said.  
She also encouraged students to 

“use President Gordon and [myself] 
as your recourses…[and] let us know 
how we can accommodate you.”  

Gordon and Cachuela also chal-
lenged students to communicate any 
new ideas and feedback related to 
parking issues.

“We know very well that we need 
a parking program,” Gordon said.  
“We’re firmly convinced that we 
are going to need a parking garage 
around here.”  

Gordon also joked with the crowd 
by saying that he is even more aware 
that Cal State Fullerton has a parking 
problem because students often take 
his own reserved parking space.

Cachuela and Gordon also spoke 
about the benefits of current pro-
grams being utilized as a result of the 
parking crisis, such as Titan Park-n-
Go and the Titan Shuttle.

Young Kim, a 22-year-old history 
and political science double major, 
and president of Pi Sigma Alpha, a 
national political science honor soci-
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Toddler Lynnea pushes her yellow play cart at the Children’s Center Tuesday. The Center 
recently replaced the asphalt in its play area for younger children at the facility.

Students mingle with presi-
neVenT: Gordon and 
Cachuela address key 
issues on campus  at 
the open forum pizza 
luncheon yesterday

Student 
accepts 
director  
position
nGoVeRnmenT: 
Samer Fayssal steps 
in to represent the col-
lege of engineering 
and computer science

Staff members debate new labor contracts

By rita FreeMan
Daily Titan Staff Writer

With the faculty contract expiring at 
the end of June, staff members voiced 

concern regarding current conditions 
at the California Faculty Association 
(CFA) meeting last Thursday.

An estimated 50 faculty members 
discussed problems over salaries, 
heavy workload and merit pay during 
the meeting in the Academic Senate 
Chambers at Titan Shops. 

“I was very encouraged by the 
meeting. There is a growing aware-
ness of disrespect by the chancellor 
and certain board of trustees,” said 
James D. Semelroth, the Southern 
California director of representation 
for the CFA. 

“The faculty is underpaid, the liv-

ing costs in Orange County are out-
of-sight and we are losing opportu-
nities to get top choices of faculty 
because of cost.”

Ken Swisher, a spokesman for the 
CSU, admits there is a lag in sal-
ary compared to the California Post 
Secondary Education Commission 
(CPSEC) — nearly 4 percent — but 
there has been a 6 percent raise for 
all tenure-track faculty beginning in 
March.

Negotiations for a new contract 
begin next month but both sides 
remain deadlocked on an agreement.

During the meeting, G. 

Nanjundappa, an associate vice presi-
dent of CFA at Cal State Fullerton, 
said the CFA must negotiate the entire 
contract and it would be a “long, hard 
fought bargaining cycle.” 

“More than 50 faculty members 
say they are ready and willing to take 
actions if the chancellor and the board 
of trustees are unwilling to compro-
mise,” Nanjundappa said.

One issue raised by Diana Gugrin, 
chair of the child and adolescent stud-
ies department, was that the CSU is 
more dependent on part-time faculty.

“We don’t help with the shortage 
of faculty by increasing the part-time 

contingent labor,” Gugrin said. “It 
is not fair to students with part-time 
faculty who are itinerant and are not 
available. It is not fair to the part-tim-
ers either.”

According to the CSU Chancellor’s 
office, the number of part-time faculty 
makes up about 47.8 percent with a 
number of 10,134 while full-time staff 
makes up about 11,089 members.

“With the part-time faculty, the pay 
is less, a number of them don’t get 
the benefit of retirement,” Semelroth 
said. 

nFaCUlTY: Problems 
over salaries, heavy 
workload and merit 
pay to be resolved 
when work agree-
ments expire in June

aDam bYRnes/Special to the Titan
AS President Mary Grace Cachuela and President Milton Gordon 
talk to more than 100 students at Tuesday’s luncheon.

Health Center 
construction 
in the works 
nCamPUs: The proj-
ect, slated for spring, 
will house the physical 
therapy department 
next to the existing 
Health Center
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Daily Titan Online Poll
Voice your opinion through the Daily Titan’s online poll! Just go to http://dai-

lytitan.fullerton.edu and click on the News or Opinion tabs and vote.

Should mass mur-
derer Edward Allaway 
be released from the 
state mental hospital?

A. No, he is a threat to society
B. No, he needs to pay for his crime
C. Yes, he is cured
D. Yes, it’s a medical issue not legal
E. Who is Edward Allaway?

Results will be published in Tuesday’s Daily Titan. Poll is unscientific
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University’s outreach 
efforts awarded 

$1.4 million

The u.S. Department of 
Education has awarded more 
than 1.4 million to Cal State 
Fullerton to fund programs aimed 
at encouraging students to pur-
sue undergraduate and doctoral 
degrees.

The funding, generated from 
six grants, will benefit more than 
1,200 junior high, high school 
and college students during the 
2000-01 academic year through 
upward Bound, Student Support 
Services, GEAR uP and Ronald 
E. McNair Post-baccalaureate 
Achievement programs. All are 
designed to reach out to first-gen-
eration, low-income and college/
university-bound students.

“These programs have helped 
a significant number of students 
to succeed in higher education,” 
said Silas H. Abrego, associate 
vice president for student affairs. 
upward Bound gives fundamental 
support to participants prepar-
ing to enter college, with a goal 
of increasing the rates at which 
students enroll in and graduate 
from post-secondary institutions. 
With this year’s grants, CSuF 
continues upward Bound pro-
grams, each of which serves 50 
high school students in the Santa 
Ana and Norwalk/Whittier school 
districts.

The Santa Ana schools are 
Century, Saddleback, Santa 
Ana and Valley high schools. in 
Norwalk and Whittier, the schools 
are La Serna, Norwalk, John 
Glenn and Pioneer high schools.

Continuing in its second year is 
the upward Bound Math/Science 
Program, which is designed to 
strengthen the math and science 
skills of participating students. 

Serving 50 eligible students 
from four Orange County high 

schools — Anaheim, Buena Park, 
Santiago and Savanna — the 
program helps students recognize 
and develop their potential to 
develop their potential to excel in 
math and science, and encour-
ages them to pursue degrees in 
these fields.

-
Consumer Credit 

Counseling service of 
orange County offers 
consumers tax tips

-
in a perfect world, American 

taxpayers would withhold enough 
money to cover their federal 
income taxes. unfortunately, the 
world isn’t perfect and millions 
don’t. Consequently, many tax-
payers will be scrambling to meet 
this year’s April 16 deadline.

“A big income tax bill can wreck 
an already strained budget,” 
said Jim F Frannea, president 
and CEO of Consumer Credit 
Counseling Service of Orange 
County(CCCSOC). The counsel-
ing service is a non-profit com-
munity service organization that 
offers debt and credit counseling 
and education. “Luckily, there is 
still time to do something about 
that bill.”

if you think you may owe uncle 
Sam this year,here are tips from 
CCCSOC that may help you settle 
your bill:

Calculate taxes sooner rather 
than later — you need to know 
how much you owe so you can 
start planning. 

Start saving now–cut down on 
optional expenses such as enter-
tainment and new clothes. 

investigate payment install-
ment plans–The internal Revenue 
Service offers an installment pro-
gram for those who can’t meet the 
April deadline. 

Seek help–Some agencies 
offer free or low-cost tax help. For 
help with budgeting and credit 

CALENDAR OF EVENTSCalenDaR oF eVenTs
Campus

Financial aid workshops 
are scheduled for Feb. 21, 22, 
and 23 on campus. Today’s 
workshop is at 11:00 a.m. in LH-
302. Workshops are scheduled 
through March 2. For more infor-
mation visit: www.fafsa.ed.gov.

Business Week 2001 is being 
presented on campus this week. 
Today’s Career Expo is from 
11:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. Thursday’s 
Keynote Luncheon is from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Events will be 
held in Portola Pavillions A and 
B. Bring resume. For more infor-
mation call (714) 278-4220.

An outdoor concert will 
be presented in the Becker 
Amphitheater today at noon.

An “underground” pub series 
performance featuring a local 
band will be presented in the 
TSu Round Table Pizza on 
Thursday, Feb. 22 at noon.

 Movie night in the TSu Titan 
Theater is on Thursday, Feb. 
22 from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Admission is free. 

A class on Creative Topiary 
is scheduled for Feb. 24 at the 
Fullerton Arboretum from 10 
a.m. to 11 a.m. For more infor-
mation call (714) 278- 3579.

The music of composer 
Jeremy Beck will be presented 
in Recital Hall on March 2 at 8 
p.m. Tickets are available at the 
performing Arts Center box office

 Community

The Brea improv Comedy 
Club and Restaurant is pre-
senting Pure Comedy Night 
on Wednesday, Feb. 21. it is 
located at 945 E. Birch Street. 
For more information call (714) 
961- 1010.

The exhibition “The World of 
Reggae,” featuring Bob Marley 
is at the Queen Mary all spring. 

it is open from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
For information call (562) 499-
1620.

Bob Marley is being 
awarded the Grammy Lifetime 
Achievement Award on Feb. 21. 

A Madonna convention will be 
held at The Palace in Hollywood 
on Sunday, Feb. 25, from 7 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. Tickets are $25. For 
more information call (714) 778-
4966.

The Santiago String Quartet 
is performing at the Bradford 
House in Placentia on Feb. 25 at 
3 p.m. it is located at 136 Palm 
Circle. For more information call 

online
pollR

Last week’s questions: Should CSUF profes-
sors be able to date students?

45 people responded with . . .

yes, it’s their 
choice

 20%
yes, once the 
course is over

 36% no, it’s 
unprofessional

 27%
no, it’s 
immoral

 16%
Gross!!!!
2%

Western State 
university 4 X 5

OCDE
 2 X 5

univ. 
Village 
2 X 5
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hush fell over the 100-plus audience 
members when the lithe, young man 
entered the center of the room, spot-
lights shining down on him. 

Wearing a black martial arts outfit 
with a shiny, razor-sharp saber in his 
right hand, he looked ready for com-

bat. 
The man’s steely eyes stared straight ahead, focused 

and unafraid. 
In a flash, he let out a powerful scream and twirled 

his broadsword as if it were an extension of his arm. 
He performed a deadly, dance-like routine of kicks, 

punches and slices with fierce intensity. 
That’s when the crowd erupted, shouting out to 

him in support.
“Go, Phil!”
The man, who looked like a warrior out of the 

kung fu epic, “Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon,” 

was Phillip Chen, a senior broadcast journalism 
major at Cal State Fullerton. 

His weapon form mesmerized the spectators and 
won him a first-place medal in his category at the 
Fifth Annual Intercollegiate Wushu Competition on 
Saturday at the TSU Pavilion.

Chen, a charismatic martial artist, standing 
about 5-feet-10-inches, has been prac-
ticing Wushu for more 
than seven years and 
has taught a one-unit 
Wushu course in the 
kinesiology department 
since last semester.

But what is Wushu?
“Wushu is, essentially, kung fu — but 

people get confused because of the names,” Chen 
said. “When you get down to it, it’s all about 
semantics.”

Translated, 
Wushu liter-
ally means 
“martial art,” 
whereas kung 
fu is the term for 
a skill acquired 
through train-
ing, not nec-
essarily in a 
fighting art.

“One could 
have kung fu 
in driving or 
cooking,” Chen 
said.

Over time 
and with the 
spread of mar-
tial arts in North 
America during 
the mid-20th 
century, kung 
fu and Wushu 
took on different 
meanings.  

To further 
complicate the 
matter, in 1970, 
the Chinese 
g o v e r n m e n t 
took aspects 
of Wushu and 
modified them 

to create the national sport.  
Consequently, Wushu is a com-

petitive sport emphasizing athleticism 
and performance, while 
kung fu, or traditional 

Wushu, is the phrase 
used to describe 

any Chinese self-
defense sys-

tem, such as 
Wing Chun 
or Northern 
Shaolin.

Essentially, Jet Li 
is to Wushu as Jackie 
Chan is to kung fu.

“What you see in Jet 
Li movies is Wushu,” 

said Chen, who has had the 
opportunity to train with Jet 

Li’s master in Beijing. “What 
you see in ‘Crouching Tiger, 
Hidden Dragon’—minus the 
wirework and flying—that’s 
Wushu.”

“Wushu has been mod-
ernized for sport, but this 
tournament also has catego-
ries for people to do forms 

from the traditional styles, like 
Praying Mantis kung fu,” said 

John Chao, the vice president of 
finance and overseer of the tourna-

ment. “There are also categories for Tai Chi and 
weapons forms, including the staff, spear and saber,” 
he added. 

“Each category has beginner, intermediate and 
advanced levels.”

Chen, a member of the national Wushu team, took 
home first place medals on Saturday in the advanced 
categories of southern long fist and southern staff, 
in addition to placing first in the advanced southern 
saber category.  

“The Intercollegiate Wushu Competition helps 
promote Wushu among the college audiences, and it 
is a fun social event,” Chen said.

Taking up the entire space of Pavilion A, B and C 
in the TSU building, the tournament was attended by 
martial artists across the nation.  

There was a diverse crowd of participants, both 
male and female of various ethnic backgrounds

 “We have more than 80 competitors,” said Jessie 
Castro, the tournament director of programs who 
also competed and got third place in the advanced 
long fist category.  “We have students from every-
where—Georgetown, Stanford, Berkeley, and even 
Virginia Tech.”

The martial arts tournament was brought to CSUF 
thanks to Chen — who played double duty as a com-
petitor and host—and volunteers like Castro from the 
CSUF Wushu Club, which had prepared six months 
for the competition.

“This event was a group effort,” Chen said. “This 
tournament couldn’t have been possible without the 
help of the five members of the board of directors, 
including Jessie [Castro] and John [Chao].  We were 
up until 3 a.m. for the past month planning every-
thing.”

The board of directors’ advance planning paid off 
and the competition was even recognized at the state 
and national levels.  

Endorsements came from Rep. Edward Royce, a 
CSUF alumnus, Sen. Barbara Boxer and Gov. Gray 
Davis, among other officials.

Cyani Palencia, a senior from San Diego State 
University, said he enjoyed the tournament. Palencia, 
who has been training in Wushu for six years, came 
away with first and second place medals.

“We need more competitions like this, Palencia 
said.  “It was well paced, well organized and had a 

WuSHu taKeS 
Center Stage at 

Cal State Fullerton
Martial arts student earns first place in 

 fifth annual competition

a
Story by Patrick Vuong

KIRa HoRVaTH/Daily Titan
Phillip Chen demonstrates his weapon form.

KIRa HoRVaTH/Daily Titan
Phillip Chen warms up before his weapons event Saturday at the tournament.

ety, questioned the reasoning behind 
having multiple commencement cer-
emonies over a two-day period.  

Gordon responded that in the past, 
commencement had taken place over 
a three-day period. 

While the majority of students and 
faculty came to only one ceremony, 
there still were many faculty mem-
bers who worked every ceremony 

over the entire weekend, creating 
an inconvenience for those faculty 
members. 

He went on to explain that campus 
officials are trying to accommodate 
those faculty members affected most 
by the ceremonies, while taking into 
consideration the enormous amount 
of guests coming to graduation, and 
the parking problems for such a large 
event. 

Later, Gordon addressed the frater-
nity and sorority images on campus.  

“I am in strong support of frater-
nity and sorority systems,” he said. “I 

think that our fraternities [and sorori-
ties] have done well … I hope we 
continue to [be] responsible.”

By the end of the luncheon, many 
more students still had questions they 
wanted to ask, but time was up. 

“I’m thrilled that so many students 
came,” Cachuela said.  

Cachuela said that there would 
be another open forum-type event 
scheduled with Gordon within the 
next few months. 

“I thought that it was fantastic, 
I loved it,” Gordon said.  “A good 
number of students showed up.”

PIZZA
n from page 1

sonal skills and decision-making 
abilities.

Fayssal said that because he is 
an international student, he is also 
able to communicate better with 
the international students within 
his department.

Fayssal also said that he was 
good for this position because he 
is a graduate student.  “I have the 
time, because all of my classes 
start after 5:30 p.m.”

Mary Grace Cachuela, presi-
dent of AS, also expressed her 
happiness with having the board 
position filled.  

“It is so important for every col-
lege to be represented,” Cachuela 
said.  “We are so grateful that 
Samir has the time to represent his 
department.”

Every college has two positions 
that are represented on the board.  
The only other position that is left 
to fill on the board is for the col-
lege of natural sciences and math-
ematics.  There are still a number 
of committee positions that need 
to be filled on AS, and informa-
tion regarding those positions can 
be obtained in the AS office in the 
TSU.

DIRECTOR
n from page 1



“They are what people call, ‘free-
way flyers,’ because they teach at 
several different campuses. They are 
working three to four jobs and this 
weakens the faculty because they 
don’t have time to commit.” 

But Swisher said that this percent-
age is comparable with the national 
average.

Political science Professor Bruce 
Wright questioned over the motives 
about the administration. “It’s real 
simple, they are out to bust our union,” 
Wright said. “What we need is more 
money, less work, more control and 
the guts to stand up together and tell 
them that’s what we need. So let’s 
not concern ourselves about [what] 
they’re thinking, let’s concern our-
selves with what our demands are.” 

Recently, the CSU Board of 
Trustees made the decision in which 
the current contract negotiations 
ended in impasse. Swisher said it was 
the union’s resistance to merit pay 
that both the CSU and the union could 
not reach an agreement.

Swisher continued, saying that the 
Faculty Merit Increase (FMI) pro-
gram is a program in which 40 per-
cent of the salary pool would be used 
for merit increases for faculty. Peers 

evaluate the professors to see if he or 
she deserves a merit increase. 

 “The main criteria is teaching 
and those who go above and beyond 
deserve to be rewarded, and they 
receive additional compensation 
based on performance,” Swisher said. 
“This improves the quality of educa-
tion for the for students by rewarding 
outstanding work.” 

Nanjundappa said the union is not 
against merit pay but was resistant to 
the fact of it because of the adminis-
tration.

Based on the arguments of the 
CFA and the CSU, a fact-finder’s 
report, which was released in January 
2000, said that the FMI appeared to 
be “ill-conceived and poorly admin-
istered.” The CSU rejected it because 
it “lacked factual information and any 
sense of compromise.”

“As long as it is fair and based on 
peer evaluation, we are for a merit 
pay increase program,” Nanjundappa 
said. “The system is flawed and if a 
neutral fact-finder’s report found that 
to be the case, then the system should 
be changed.”

As more and more information is 
administered from the faculty, the 
CSU and the CFA meet between 
March and April to negotiate a faculty 
contract.

“It’s kind of like the mind/body 
dualism,” said psychologist Cindy 
Martinez when taking about the 
benefits of the move.  Martinez said 
the Health Center sometimes sends 
patients to CAPS for health related 
illnesses.  In this respect, she looks 
forward to being closer to the Health 
Center.

In the past, Sloan said counseling 
on campus was strictly considered 
career and life planning.  The Health 
Center wants to unite with CAPS in 
order to acknowledge the new atti-
tude toward counseling.

“It’s kinda changed over the years 
on different campuses,” Sloan said. 
“There is still academic advisement, 
obviously, but that’s very different 
form psychotherapy.”

CAPS will also be moving to 
make room for their own expansion 
in the future.  There are less than 
six full time counselors in CAPS 

that are expected to serve CSUF’s 
28,000 students.  Their limited space 
in Langsdorf Hall would restrict any 
hopes of expanding the staff.

CAPS will be given about 2,500 
square feet of space in the new 
building.

CAPS isn’t currently suffering 
from overcrowding, but Martinez 
said she feels this is mainly because 
students are unaware of the service.

“We really can’t advertise or mar-
ket our services, because the minute 
we do that we’ll be overwhelmed,” 
she said.

The Health Center hopes to use 
the extra space left from Physical 
Therapy to expand its Health 
Education program and to give stu-
dents a place to research health 
promotion.

The extra room in Langsdof 
Hall will be used to expand Career 
Development and Counseling.
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focus on drawing and painting, he com-
pleted four years of study at Escuela 
Politecnica National and received his 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics in 
1994. 

He then taught computer animation 
at the Universidad San Francisco de 
Quito from 1994 until 2000, while 
attending the same university to obtain 
his second bachelor’s degree. “It is 
only now that I can really focus on 
painting,” Villacis said. 

But now he is studying his first 
semester at a foreign university and 
loves it. Villacis said that coming from 
a third world country, he is surprised 
about the vast amount of resources 
available at American universities. 

He said he likes studying in the U.S. 
because he doesn’t have anything else 
to do but focus on his art. “I love being 
here because of the fact that I can draw 
10 hours a day; that’s what I always 
wanted to do,” Villacis said.

He thinks that teachers in the United 
States are more informal than in his 
home country. Lagerberg, for instance, 

brings all kinds of toys to class to 
make it more interesting.

“He brings masks of the presi-
dential candidates for us to draw or 
Frankenstein,” Villacis said with a 
grin. “It makes it more enjoyable 
and it’s a better learning experience 
because you can interact more with the 
teacher as an individual.”

Besides his accomplishments in the 
academic field, Villacis also played 
an important role in the development 
of multimedia technology in Ecuador. 
He was the art director of the only CD-
Rom game developed in Ecuador and 
he is one of the founders of Ecuador’s 
first youth culture magazine. Villacis 
also was involved in several multime-
dia shows.

“Before I met Eduardo, I heard 
about him,” his wife said. “Sometimes 
you find friends and fans telling amaz-
ing stories about him.”

Moreno, 29, a graphic designer her-
self, said, “Art is like a glue that joins 
our lives.”

She describes her husband as kind, 
honest and perseverant. “His passion 
for the arts is so strong that he usu-
ally forgets about eating or sleeping,” 
Moreno said smiling. “Eduardo knows 
he has magic in his hands.”

ARTIST
n from page 5
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Demand  calls for addition 
of gerontology master’s pro-

By MiKe del Muro
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Not only are social security, medi-
cal care, and prescription drugs con-
cerns for aging baby boomers and a 
population that is generally living 
longer, but because of the dearth of 
scholastic programs, which cater to 
the elderly, there is also a greater 
need for elderly care. 

Because of this, Cal State Fullerton 
has joined the ranks of only a hand-
ful of other Southern California uni-
versities by offering a master of 
science degree in gerontology, or 
the study of aging, the Chancellor’s 
office announced Feb. 9.

The interdisciplinary degree will 
cover 30 units of upper-division 
classes in a wide range of fields 
including sociology, psychology, 
kinesiology and nursing.

The new program will be the one 
of two Master’s programs for ger-
ontology in Orange County—UC 
Irvine is the other.

However, CSUF’s program dif-
fers from UCI.

“The difference between this pro-
gram and UCI’s is that their pro-
gram is more of a medical model,” 
said Eric Solberg, the gerontology’s 
program coordinator. 

“We are training people to work 
as administrators and policy mak-
ers.”

Previously, gerontology was 
offered as a minor and a certifi-
cate program through Extended 
Education.

William Smith, who preceded 
Solberg as the gerontology program 
coordinator, said the master’s pro-
gram has been in the works since the 
early 1990’s.

He said budget cuts in educa-
tion funding during the former Gov. 
Pete Wilson administration caused 
the proposal to be put on the “back 
burner.”

However, around 1996, Smith 
again took up the challenge to get 
the master’s degree instituted and 
his hard work is now coming to 
fruition.

Smith, Solberg and Ruby 
Gerontology Institute Director, 
Pauline Abbott all agree that the 
need for the program is essential for 
elderly care in the future.

At a symposium two weeks ago, 
Abbott said the administrators who 
deal with the elderly are not neces-
sarily qualified.

“Senior center directors may be 
trained in recreation but not in impli-
cations of aging, adult protective 
services oversee elder abuse but are 
not mandated to be knowledgeable 
about changing physiology associ-
ated with age,” Abbott said.

Abbott adds that California’s 
elderly population will grow to 7 
million in the next 20 years.

The requirements to enroll in the 
gerontology master’s program are 
similar to other inter-disciplinary 
programs: a baccalaureate degree 
from an accredited institution, a 2.5 
GPA in the last 60 completed units 
and a completed application for the 
program.

Solberg said approximately 50 
students are currently working for 
their minor in gerontology and he 
expects the master’s program to be 
extremely successful.

A few people have told Solberg 
they are currently enrolled in other 
inter-disciplinary master’s programs 
only because a master’s in gerontol-
ogy was not offered at the time of 
their enrollment. 

Solberg said he also has a list 
of about thirty people who have 
expressed interest in earning a mas-
ter’s degree in gerontology.

Applications for admission into 
the gerontology program will be 
accepted starting in the fall semes-
ter.

neDUCaTIon:  The 
interdisciplinary pro-
gram will train students 
to work as administra-
tors and policy makers
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Eduardo Villacis’ artistic talents bring the 31-year-old
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Eduardo Villacis works on 

his character art piece 

titled “Dream Team.”

Many of Eduardo 

Villacis’ art works 

are modestly 

taped to the walls 

of his Fullerton

apartment.  

Whether his piec-

es are life-like

creations or visions 

of fantasy, his

gift for meticulous 

detail fills the

canvas.

The students of the figure drawing class sit over their draw-
ing boards on a sunny Friday afternoon in November. Eduardo 
Villacis stands in the middle of the group, helping his professor, 
Don Lagerberg, find the perfect light for the sculptures so that the 
class can begin sketching.

Some of the students are trying to improve their sculpture 
drawings while others are putting the finishing touch on their 
creations. Spanish music plays in the background.

Villacis’ first impression of the United States was not a good 
one. While visiting a friend in Los Angeles six years ago, he 
and his friend walked by a gas station, and saw a man shot to 
death. “It was like in a movie,” Villacis said. He remembers the 
police cars, helicopters and sirens.

Five years later, the international student is working on his 
master’s degree in illustration and design. The 31-year old 
artist was born and raised in Quito, Ecuador, and came to 
California in August.

“Eduardo is a wonderful asset to the class because he is 
so gifted, dedicated, hardworking and helpful to everyone,” 
Lagerberg said.  “He makes the students feel comfortable 
and helps them achieve their work.”

Villacis came to the United States on the Fulbright 
scholarship, a 
study exchange 
program that 
brings people from all 
over the world together 
and gives them the oppor-
tunity to study in a foreign 
country. The scholarship 
pays for all his expenses: 
from tuition, to books, to 
rent and living expenses. 
He was nominated for the 
scholarship by the academ-
ic dean of the Universidad 
San Francisco de Quito 
and then went to a national 
contest in fall of 1999.

The State Department 
is the principle administra-
tor of the program world-
wide, awarding about 
4,500 grants annually. 
The scholarship demands 
Villacis to return to his 
home country after two 

years. He was offered to teach at the Universidad San Francisco de 
Quito after he finishes his degree. He said he would accept the posi-
tion with honor.

“I like teaching because it allows you to be curious and do 
research,” Villacis said. “I also like it because young people have 
fresh expectations and energy, and it feels good to see them grow. 
Teaching is an idealistic profession and I hope it will enable me to 
develop my own personal projects.”

Before Villacis came to Southern California, he received his 
bachelor’s degree in multimedia at the Universidad San Francisco 
de Quito last January. He married his girlfriend Maria Moreno in 
July. He brought his new wife along with him to California. “We met 
seven years ago in an art gallery,” Moreno said. “Eduardo’s love and 
commitment to the arts maybe is the aspect of his life I admire the 
most.”

Villacis remembers that he fell in love with the arts when he was 
about 8-years-old.

“I have always been compelled to painting and drawing, and inter-
ested in mixing the language of painting with the language of comics 
and cartoons,” he recalled.

His father, Eduardo Villacis Meythaler, a doctor of cardiology, and 
his mother, Yolanda Pastor Morris, a retired nurse, have had a signifi-
cant influence on their son’s interest in the arts.

“My father created a good climate for my artistic development,” 
Villacis said. “He writes poetry and has a remarkable library. He has 
a vast knowledge of many aspects of art and he can fascinate you with 
his story telling.”

Villacis spent a great deal of his childhood viewing art in books 
and he said that he probably inherited the ease of drawing from his 
mother. “My growing environment also influenced me greatly. I spent 
my early childhood years in an ancient family house in the colonial 
part of Quito,” he said. “The city has beautiful houses and churches, 
although they have a dark, mysterious atmosphere to them. The evil 
aspects of the Catholic Church with its fantastic depictions of hell, 
temptation and punishment always fascinated me. I suppose this is 
how I got enchanted by monsters and fantasy.”

Quito, the capital of Ecuador, is located on the slopes of the vol-



cano Pichincha in the northern Andes 
Mountains. Until Villacis was able to 



By Melanie Bysouth
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Fresh off their commanding win over UC 
Santa Barbara, Cal State Fullerton claimed a 
strong second place finish behind Boise State in 
a four-way meet on Saturday where they once 
again overpowered UCSB, and Seattle Pacific.

The Titan’s final team score of 194.225, just 
shy of first place Boise State (195.450), domi-
nated over Seattle’s score of 191.450 and UCSB’s 
189.500.

CSUF took control of the uneven bars with 
junior Joanna Hughes’ score of 9.950 which 
earned her a first place standing, while teammate 
sophomore Jamie Moody took second with her 
score of 9.925. 

Also posting a strong performance was sopho-

more Kelly Mathiasen, whose efforts on the bal-
ance beam captured a second place-win with a 
score of 9.900.

Mathiasen’s solid efforts at 
the meet also earned her second 
place in the floor exercise with 
a score of 9.900 and third place 
in the all-around (39.200) while 
a tie for third place was shared 
with teammate junior Kellie 
Francia on the vault.

Despite the results, CSUF 
was not happy with its showing 
at the meet.  

“The scores were fine but we 
were not pleased with our per-
formance,” Head Coach Julie 
Knight said. “We could have 
done better.”

Shadowing the high scores, 
the Titans were forced to count 
one and a half of their two falls 
on the uneven bars as well as 
two of their three falls on the balance beam. 

Although disappointed with the meet, the 
CSUF final team score is consistent with past 

meets.  Yet to remain in contention for the region-
als overall improvements must be made.

“We are in a very good position and we have 
to continue getting the higher 
scores,” Coach Knight said. “We 
need to start scoring 195 points 
to get a higher season average 
and to quality for the region-
als.”

With their two recent victo-
ries, CSUF is 30th in the coun-
try, fifth in the region and first 
in their conference and they are 
confident about their upcoming 
home meet.

The Titans will be favorites to 
win when they face ninth ranked 
San Jose State on Friday.  

This will be the second meet-
ing this season for these two 
teams and CSUF hopes to repeat 
their previous victory against 
the Spartans. 

 Coach Knight is confident that the team can 
succeed in minimizing misses (falls) and reaching 
their goal of 195 points.  
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nGYMNASTICS: After defeat-
ing UC Santa Barbara, Titans 
continue their posititve showing 
with a solid second-place finish 

By raul ascencio
Daily Titan Sports Editor

The men and women of the Cal 
State Fullerton track and field team 
adjoined for their first collective 
competition of the season as they 
showcased their skills Saturday in 
the 60th annual Jack Rose Long 
Beach Relays.

Titan track stars were among 300 
elite, speed-savvy competitors hail-
ing from over 29 Southern California 
clubs and colleges.

“The quality of the competition 
provided us with an opportunity to 

prime our talented squad for upcom-
ing conference play,” said Titan 
track and field Head Coach, John 
Elders.  “We did not emphasize the 
[Long Beach] relays like we would a 
regular meet, but I was pleased with 
our performances.”

One Titan, junior javelin-thrower 
Ryan Gill however, spared no exer-
tion for the exhibition.  Gill heaved 
his way past 15 opponents with 
a 60.32m mark, which put him a 
monstrous seven meters in front of 
the closest competition.  

“This was a great opener for 
him,” Elders said.  “He is the top 
Javelin thrower in the conference 
and it’s great to see him off to an 
excellent start.”

Another Titan tosser claiming a 
spot in the top three for CSUF 
was discus-thrower Amber Reardon.  
The senior-transfer from Cal State 
Northridge nabbed a sterling silver 
as she hurled the eight-inch disc a 

stellar 40.44m while boasting the 
Titan blue and orange apparel for 
the first time.

“Amber adds some solid depth to 
women’s side,” Elders said.  “She 
will prove to be a top Big West 
performer in both discus and the 
hammer throw as the season pro-
gresses”

In addition to the potent pair’s 
field event performances, CSUF 
speedsters were also on hand and 
posted noteworthy marks.

The 4x1600m men’s relay nabbed 
CSUF’s highest place in a track 
event as the quartet of Ethan Friend, 
Nick McMurray, Philip Krynsky, 
and Byrce Lighthall darted to a third 
place finish.

The Titan four tore the tape in 
an sterling 17:57.42, which was 
milliseconds ahead of fourth place 
Pasadena College.

According to Coach Elders, the 
men’s and women’s relay teams will 

be an abundant portion of the team 
point production when the squad 
scurries into conference meets.

“We are stacked with talent on our 
relay teams and we will rely on them 
to produce points as we prepare for 
Big West Conference opponents.”

Coach Elders also extended a 
promising prognosis for his entire 
squadron of agile athletes for 2001’ 
season, which is a mere three weeks 
old.

“We definitely have the potential 
to be one of the top three teams in 
the conference and should fare well 
at the [Big West] championships,” 
Elders said.  

“But before May’s Big West 
Championship, we now have to 
focus on Saturday’s meet in Santa 
Barbara.” 

Saturday’s meet is an 11 a.m. 
quad meet, comprising of UC Santa 
Barbara, Cal State Bakersfield, and 
UC Riverside.

KIrA HorvATH/Daily Titan
Nick McMurray strides past the competiton in his leg of the 4x1600m.

Titans flourish in face of 

Mathiasen’s feats catapult 

nTrACK: CSUF plac-
es in three events as 
they gear up for quad 
meet showdown at UC 
Santa Barbara.

MICHelle GuTIerrez/Daily Titan
Kelly Mathiasen’s struts swiftly on the beam before claiming second place.

Gymnastics
Regional Rankings

Rank   Team     AVG.
1             UCLA       197.01
2         Stanford     196.24
3       Oregon St.   194.51
4       California    194.13
5            CSUF       193.76
6      Washington  193.74
7       Boise State  193.21
8            CS Sac.    192.95
9      San Jose St.  192.80
10         Pacific      189.46


