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Dot-com jobs still attrac-

By rita FreeMan
daily Titan Copy editor

With many dot-com companies 
on the market going out of business, 
many people worry that finding a 
job online is risky.

But in a recent poll by Jobtrak.
com, several college graduates 
showed that they would still be 
interested in working at a dot-com.

Of more than 1,000 people who 
voted, the majority of those polled 
said they would be interested in 
working for a dot-com company.

“We put the poll online and asked 
with the current market conditions 

regarding the dot-com companies 
who would be interested,” said Keri 
Resh Kraft, public relations manag-
er at Jobtrak.com. “I was surprised 
at how high the amount of interested 
students there were, because of all 
the media news regarding many dot-
com’s going under.”

The poll was released Tuesday 
and was based on Jobtrak.com’s 
tracking reports. According to the 
majority of the traffic at the Web 
site, the bulk of the traffic came 
from the .edu domain.

“Looking at the statistics, this is 
not what people are looking for,” 
Kraft said. “Two years ago, nobody 
would have been interested because 
they would not have known what 
was going on.”

Because so much of the dot-
com industry is plummeting, Kraft  
advises users to research the corpo-
ration, its products and what makes 
it so unique before looking for a job 
online.

“Many of these students are grow-
ing up with technology and they are 
not ready to limit themselves,” Kraft 
said. “There were too many com-
panies and because a lot are going 
under, you have to find out about the 
company before jumping into it.”

Many students said that they have 
doubts and would research the busi-
ness before applying for a job. 

“I don’t think that there is any job 
security when working for a dot-
com,” said Enrique Pedraza, a child 
and adolescent studies major.

Katie Degener, another child and 
adolescent studies major, said that 
she would want something more 
stable.

“I think that some advantages 
for a dot-com is that because there 
are so many, it will give a chance 
for someone to put something new 
on the market,” Degener said. But 
to keep the company open for how 
long, I don’t know. You might think 
that the product you have would 

sell, but then others might not.”
Economics professor Morteza 

Rahmatian said that many dot-com 
businesses provided false promises. 

“Two years ago, every one was 
saying that all the malls were going 
to close and all doctor’s offices 
would close,” Rahmatian said. 
“When someone was sick, he or she 
would go to drcooper.com for medi-
cine. With all the hoopla, reality set 
in and most [dot-com] companies 
are not very bright.”

He compared the dot-com trend 
with the situation with the biotech-
nology craze in the 1980s. 

“Twenty years ago several bio-
technology companies were claim-
ing to have the cure-all to many 
different diseases, and now where 
are most of them?” he said. “Now 
all the dot-coms are popping up all 
over the place and few will stay.”

Some of the companies that are 
plunging are eToys.com, Pets.com, 
Furniture.com, Garden.com and 

Summer tuition 
cuts discussed

By trinity Powells
Special to the Titan

Discussing hot topics over ice 
cream, student organizations and 
the deans of Humanities and Social 
Sciences had their first “Dessert 
with the Dean” meeting Thursday.

The Deans of Humanities and 
Social Sciences (H&SS) looking to 
make themselves more accessible 
to H&SS student organizations and 
their concerns hosted the open con-
versation over caramel and fudge 
sundaes. 

“It’s just a group of people still 
getting comfortable with one anoth-
er,” said Michael Paul A. Wong, 
assistant dean for Student Affairs 
for H&SS. 

 In attendance were representa-
tives from organizations like Sigma 
Tau Delta, the English Honors 
Society, Associated Students and the 
Departmental Associations Council 
(DAC).

Kurt Swanson, chair of Foreign 
Language and Literature, and Alan 
Saltzman, chair of Political Science, 
Criminal Justice, and Public 
Administration were also in atten-
dance.

After ice cream, Wong gave a 
tour of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences’ new offices.  

Comparing the new offices to 
their previous ones, Wong said, “It’s 
better because we are all in one 

office together.” 
After touring the new facilities, 

issues concerning new summer 
tuition, new DAC bylaws, and future 
events dominated the conversation.

New summer tuition funding, 
which is effective this summer, will 
be state funded where previously, 
funding was supported mainly by 
student tuition.  

For undergraduates, fees for the 
first three units will be $315. 

Unit four will cost an additional 
$99 dollars, and units five and six 
are free.  

All additional units will cost $75 
dollars at a maximum cost of $714.  

Graduate students will pay $330 
for the first three units and $438 for 
six units.  

The maximum fee for graduate 
students who enroll in more than six 
units will be $735, according to a 
memorandum.    

“The main change is that fees will 
go down for students,” said Thomas 
P. Klammer, dean of the College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences. 

Other concerns expressed were 
the possibility of Year Round 
Operations.

A “tri-mester” system was also 
discussed where the lowering of 
summer tuition cost may influence 
their decision.

Keith Boyum, associate vice 
president of Academic Programs, 
said the reasons for lowering sum-
mer tuition cost for students was 
to encourage students to get their 
degrees faster.  

He added that it will also “help 
us accommodate more students and 
that is something we are looking 
to do because we are growing very 

Opinions 
differ on 
sororities
By taylor GoldMan
daily Titan Staff Writer

 
Although only two percent of Cal 

State Fullerton’s campus student com-
munity is a member of a sorority or 
a fraternity according to Shari Scott, 
Assistant Coordinator for Greek Life, 
the campus is aware of their presence 
and most people have an opinion 
about them.  

The question is are these opinions 
based on facts or have they been cre-
ated as a result of stereotypes. 

Cherina Betters, a senior at CSUF, 
was always told by her family not to 
join a sorority.  

Betters views sororities as organi-
zations for people who have an excess 
of time, and she thinks that they are 
designed to aid people with a lot of 
money.  Betters has also noticed that 
strings have been pulled for soror-
ity members simply because they 
were members of the same group, not 
because these girls necessarily had the 
most experience.  

“I don’t think that they have a 
purpose, they aren’t there to empower 
people,” Betters explained.

Attending a commuter school, 
Betters finds that she has even less 
time than the average college student, 
and chooses to spend that time on her 
studies. 

 “You hear about drinking and par-
ties,” Betters said.  She has attended a 
few of the parties herself and described 
them as “cool.” 

“I’m not gonna pay dues to wear 
a shirt and get into a party for free,” 
Betters said, “Sororities have no focus 
or agenda, and members are just there 
to get drunk and have fun.”

She sees sororities as promoting 
people to become one homogenous 
mass, suppressing each individual 
member’s identity. Betters plans to 
be a leader of society, and said that 
sororities teach members to be a part 
of the masses.  

“We’re taught to be the masses or 
to lead the masses,” Betters said.

“When I do events for my sorority I 
see myself as my chapter,” said Jenni 
Adams, a member of Zeta Tau Alpha 
and the Panhellenic President. 

However, she also said that she 
has learned to be a leader through her 
involvement in her sorority, and has 
served as the president of her sorority 
and now leads Panhellenic.

Adams joined Zeta Tau Alpha five 
years ago because she was not meet-
ing people on campus.  

“Now Greeks are the only people I 
hang out with,” Adams said.

Scott, is an alumni member of 
a sorority.  She said that girls in 
sororities are not simply buying their 
friends.  Scott said that any club or 
group on campus has dues that must 
be paid.

Faculty caters to religious 

By aMy rottier
daily Titan Staff Writer

“In God We Trust.” It sounds sim-
ple enough. But since freedom of 
religion was the main purpose of the 
First Amendment, hundreds of gods 
are worshipped in thousands of differ-
ent ways.

With the influx of foreign students, 
Cal State Fullerton is being exposed 

more and more to unfamiliar customs 
and forms of worship. The university 
cannot take every religious holiday off 
of the school calendar for observance 
but faculty is encouraged to accom-
modate students in any way that they 
can.

Although faculty is urged to allow 
students to make-up tests or assign-
ments missed because of religious 
reasons they are not required to.

Norma Morris of the president’s 
office does not think that accommoda-
tion to student’s religious needs will 
be made mandatory any time in the 
near future.

The importance of the situation 
must be decided when answering ques-
tions of absence, Morris said. For the 
most part, faculty seems to be flexible, 
according to Assistant Vice-President 
for Student Affairs Kandy Mink.

Chair of the Comparative Religions 
department Ben Hubbard thinks that 

the issue is handled well on campus. 
However, there is always room for 
improvement. Students need to handle 
the situation responsibly.

“Students should talk to their pro-
fessors about the issue at the beginning 
of the semester,” Mink said. “The 
earlier, the better.” 

Hubbard is not sure to the extent 
that most religions would interfere 
with class, except night classes may 
clash with night worship.

“Many holidays exist on the 
Catholic calendar but the population 
does not take off an entire day from 
work or school to observe most of 
them,” Hubbard said.

However, Christianity is so perme-
ated into American culture that some 
of their major holidays are observed.

Christmas is not only a Christian 
holiday but a national holiday as well. 

ChrIS tENNySON/Daily Titan
Curly Dalke frequently greets students with ‘Jesus loves you.’

David vs. Goliath

DavID rIvEra/Daily Titan
Junior guard Kevin Richardson looks for an opening against Utah State’s defense.

MotherNature.com. Rahmatian said 
that many of the businesses ignored 
basic fundamental pricing issues. 

“They ignored these issues and 
they are now paying the price,” he 
said. “But now that much of the 
industry is going down, they are 
paying more attention.”

Jobtrak.com was recently acquired 

by Monster.com, global career and 
job networking giant. This company 
has formed partnerships with and 
provides private-label, co-branded 
job listing and resume databases for 
more than 1,100 college and univer-
sity career centers nationwide. 

More than 500,000 employers 

7,412 people responded...
Yes, but only after researching its 

business plan.

30%

6,456 people responded...
Yes, if the money were right.

26%

5,500 people responded...
Yes, it allows for greater flexibility and inno-

vation

22%

4,585 people responded...
no, the instability of dotcoms frightens 

me

19%

A total of 23,953 

votes compiled. 

Poll numbers taken 

from Monster.com 

Forums

Would you consider working for an Internet Company?
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CALENDAR OF EVENTSCaLENDar OF EvENtS
Campus

A 24-hour study hall is now 
available in the Titan Student 
Union at the West Food Court.

 It is open Monday through 
Thursday.

A Ping Pong Tournament is 
scheduled for Today at 2 p.m. 
in the TSU Underground.

A Guitar Gala Concert 
is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 10 at 8 p.m. in the Little 
Theatre. Tickets are $8. 

Discounts available. 

The Pacific Symphony 

Institute Orchestra will perform 
on Sunday, March 11 at 5 p.m. 
in the Little Theatre. 

Tickets are $ 13. Discounts 
available. 

A Jazz concert is scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 14 at 8 
p.m. in the Little Theatre. 

Tickets are $8 at the door 
and $5 with advance Titan dis-
count.

A blood drive is scheduled 
for Wednesday, March 14 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in TSU 
Pavilion C.

A Symphonic Band will per-

form on Thursday, March 15 at 
8 p.m. in the Little Theatre. 

Tickets are $8 at the door 
and $5 with advance Titan dis-
count.

Community

The musical Jerry’s 
Girls will be performed on 
Saturday, March 10 at 8 p.m. 
in the Plummer Auditorium in 
Fullerton. 

Tickets are available at the 
CSUF Performing Arts Center 
Box Office for $20 and $25. 
Discounts available. 

For more information call 
(714) 278-2434.

The Brother’s of St. Patrick 
is hosting its annual Saint 
Patrick’s Family Festival on 
Sunday, March 11 on the 
grounds of The Brother’s of 
St. Patrick (between the 22 
and the 405 freeways at 7820 
Bolsa Ave. in Midway City). 
Tickets are $10 at the gate. 

A St. Patrick’s Day concert 
with the Irish-American Group 
Solas will perform  at the Irvine 
Barclay Theatre on Saturday, 
March 17 at 8 p.m. 

For more information call 
(949) 854-4607.

Daily Titan Online Poll
Voice your opinion through the daily Titan’s 

online poll! Just go to http://dailytitan.fullerton.edu 
and click on the News or Opinion tabs and vote.

What can be done 
to prevent tragedies 
like the Santee High 
shooting?

A. More parental guidance
B. Tighter gun control
C. Heavier school security 
D. Less media coverage
E. Cancel Jerry Springer

Results will be published in Tuesday’s Daily Titan. 
Poll is unscientific
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Jazz music and coffee at 
Fullerton College

Fullerton College’s music 
department is presenting “Jazz 
and Java” on March 22. 

The event features the per-
formances of three different jazz 
combos.

Part of the festivities include 
coffee and cookie service for 
audiences. The performance 
starts at 8:00 p.m. in college’s 
Recital Hall.

Tickets can be bought through 
the Fine Arts Box Office, from 
Monday through Friday from 
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.     

Reservations can also be 
made by calling (714) 992-7433, 
or by faxing (714) 992-7030.

The Fullerton College Recital 
Hall is located in the music build-
ing room1111. 

The college is located at the 
corner of Lemon Street and 
Chapman Avenue. Admission 
costs $5.

Online job fair by titan 
Connection

Cal State Fullerton students 
can make job connections on-
line. “March Madness Virtual Job 
Fair” aims to facilitate student 
search for internship opportuni-
ties and professional job offers.

Up to 10 versions of a resume 
can be uploaded.

Those with Titan Connection 
accounts receive a daily update 
of jobs available to both students 
and alumni.

Those interested in opening 
an account, and are interested 
in the job fair can get assistance 
in registration from the Career 
Planning and Placement Center, 
or by calling (714) 278-2135.

“March Madness Virtual Fair” 

ends March 31.

Spring Craft Boutique 
comes to the city of Brea

The city of Brea celebrates the 
coming of spring by holding the 
Spring Craft Boutique on March 
24.

It will take place at the Brea 
Community Center from 9:00 
a.m. to 4:00p.m. The event 
expects more than 200 crafters, 
whose goods will range from holi-
day decorations to food.

Parking and admission will be 
free. For those looking for baby-
sitting service, KidWatch will be 
around. The charge is $1.50 per 
hour for each child. Foods and 
drinks will also be sold at the 
Center Café.

The Community Center is 
located at 695 E. Madison Way. 
More information can be obtained 
by calling (714) 671-4428.

Santa ana seeking volun-
teers for youth 2001

Santa Ana’s Parks and 
Recreation Department is search-
ing for volunteers for its “Youth 
Expo” on Sunday, March 18.

The “Youth Expo” of a day-
long activity planned for boys 
between the ages of eight and 
18. It aims to inform youths of the 
opportunities that and assistance 
that await them in the areas of 
career and character-building.

Information on colleges, career 
opportunities and government 
employment will be provided by 
local businesses, schools and 
organizations.

It will be taking place at the 
Santa Ana Stadium, at Flower 
and Civic Center Drive.

For more information, contact  
(714) 571-4230.

online
pollR

Last week’s questions: What should become of 
the El Toro Marine Base?

20 people responded with . . .

International 
Airport

 45%
Recreational

Park

 15%
Shopping 

Mall

 10%educational 
Facility

 10%
Who cares? It’s 
south county!

 20%



Most businesses and schools are closed 
during this holiday. Easter always falls 
on Sunday, which is considered a holy 
day, and in our culture, people usually 
do not work or attend school on this 
day, Hubbard said.

Jews make up 2.5 percent of the total 
population of the country. At CSUF 
that percentage is higher according 
to Hubbard. In the Jewish religions, a 
few holidays exist that members take 
an entire day off to observe. 

Each year the president’s office dis-
tributes a statement informing faculty 
of these Jewish holidays and encour-
aging cooperation with the students.

The campus also offers about 20 
religious clubs to help students work 
worship into their busy class sched-
ules. 

The Newman Catholic Club holds 
mass every Wednesday at noon in the 
Titan Student Union. Last week the 
club held a special Ash Wednesday 
mass where students could be “blessed 
with ashes.”

Students can form their own groups 
on campus. For more information call 
the Student Organization Area at (714) 
278-7622 or log on to the Web site at 
www.fullerton.edu.

neWSweekend, March 9, 20014

fast.”
Kenn Gold, vice chair of the 

DAC, briefly mentioned possible 
changes to bylaws that determine 
actions in regard to student fund-
ing. 

He also mentioned possible 
corrective actions highlighting 
expectations of student with 
funding and their current finan-
cial capabilities.

He stated that none of the revi-
sions to the DAC’s bylaws have 
been set in to action. All these 
bylaws are currently awaiting  
debate and review.

Among the future events 
planned for student organizations 
of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences are Transfer 
Student Day Friday at 12:30 at 
the Titan Student Union pavil-
ion; Cal State Fullerton Day at 
Fullerton College on Wednesday, 
March 21; and the Annual Poetry 
Reading hosted by Sigma Tau 
Delta on Tuesday, April 10. 

DESSERT
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Napster ordered to block copyright songs
By reid kanaley
knight-Ridder newspapers

Napster Inc.’s future became even 
more bleak Tuesday when a federal 
judge ordered the company to stop let-
ting millions of users trade copyrighted 
songs for free over the Internet.

Under the injunction by U.S. District 
Judge Marilyn Hall Patel, Napster’s 
online song-swapping service can stay 
open, but it must rigorously block users 
from trading any copyrighted song 
whose title and other identifying infor-
mation is supplied to Napster by a 
record label.

“If it doesn’t kill it completely, 
it definitely marginalizes it,” said 
Nicholas Economides, an expert on the 
Internet and economics at New York 
University.

Economides predicted that the ruling 
would drive even more Napster users 
to other music-sharing services, such 
as the decentralized network called 
Gnutella, which could be much harder 
to shut down than Napster.

Indeed, as Napster’s legal troubles 
have mounted, Web sites and software 
that provide similar song-trading capa-
bilities  — usually for free — have been 
reporting heavy traffic.

Napster claimed a small victory in 
the ruling, because it said the company 
and the recording industry share the 
burden of compliance with the injunc-
tion.

But the industry  — seeing victory 
in its 15-month battle against Napster  
— immediately vowed to supply song 
titles and related information to Napster 
in great quantity.

“We intend to provide the notifica-
tions prescribed by the court expedi-
tiously, and look forward to the end of 
Napster’s infringing activity,” Hilary 
Rosen, president and chief executive of 
the Recording Industry Association of 
America, said in a statement that com-
mended the court for acting promptly.

Hank Barry, Napster’s chief execu-
tive officer, promised that, under terms 
of the injunction, “we will take every 
step within the limits of our system” to 
exclude copyrighted material.

Napster’s software allows anyone 
using the Internet to trade audio files 
in the MP3 computer format. The ser-
vice was created in 1999 by a college 
student, Shawn Fanning, who lent it his 
own nickname.

Napster was so effective and easy 
to use that it soon clogged university 
computer networks and horrified the 

recording industry, whose leading play-
ers filed suit to stop it, claiming that 
Napster was cheating artists and labels 
out of royalties. Plaintiffs in the case 
include major record labels, the heavy 
metal band Metallica and rapper Dr. 
Dre.

Napster, whose user list has grown to 
66 million, has said it intends to offer a 
subscription-based service by summer 
that will pay royalties for downloads. 
But of the major labels, only German 
media conglomerate Bertelsmann AG 
has agreed to be part of that proposed 
service.

Napster’s song-blocking task, how-
ever, may be fraught with technical 
difficulties. 

A self-imposed filtering system that 
Napster began using on a limited basis 
this week appeared to be easily thwart-
ed by users who devised a variety of 
schemes for jiggering the names of 
song titles and artists.

“So far, it doesn’t seem to be that 
effective,” said Malcolm Maclachlan, an 
analyst at the research firm International 
Data Corp. “It raises the question as to 
whether Napster is liable for clever 
behavior by its users.”

The injunction had been expected 
since Friday, when Patel held a hear-

ing on the matter in her San Francisco 
courtroom. Her injunction order, dated 
Monday, was posted on a court Web 
site yesterday.

Napster fans and detractors posted 
messages on the company’s Web site 
yesterday to comment on the legal 
action.

Free online music sharing “is here 
to stay,” someone identified only as 
Headidiot wrote. “Because of that sim-
ple fact, the millions of people on the 
Internet aren’t going to stop trading 
music because of Napster’s woes.”

Another writer said supporters of the 
service who claimed it had not catered 
to music pirates were wrong. “You also 
know ... well that 99 percent of Napster 
owners are using it to copy copyrighted 
material without the owners’ permis-
sion. Napster tried this same lame argu-
ment and failed,” the writer said.

Napster’s days are numbered, said 
Jorge Gonzalez, whose zeropoid.com 
Web site monitors developments in the 
music-download arena. But Napster-
like alternatives are going to thrive, 
Gonzalez said.

“OpenNap is still alive and running,” 
he said. “Other servers are popping up 
outside the U.S. They’re popping up 
every day, and that technology is con-

kNIght-rIDDEr trIBuNE
Napster founder Shawn Fannning sports a Metallica T-shirt.

Newspapers confiscated for photo 
By kenneth r. weiss
Los Angeles Times

East Los Angeles College officials 
confiscated nearly all copies of the 
campus newspaper Wednesday at the 
urging of college lawyers worried 
about a front-page photo revealing a 
possible witness in a murder investi-
gation. 

“At this point, the newspapers 
are being held on the advice of the 
Sheriff’s Department and our legal 
counsel,” said Daniel Ornelas, dean of 
student development and services. 

The Sheriff’s Department disputed 
that it called for pulling the weekly 
newspaper from the stands two days 
after student Joseph Robert Gallegos, 
20, was fatally shot Monday in the 
college parking lot. He died at a hos-
pital the same day. 

The seizure of 4,000 copies of the 
East Los Angeles College Campus 
News infuriated student reporters, edi-
tors and a journalism professor/advi-
sor who consider the act a violation of 
the newspaper’s policies and their 1st 
Amendment rights. 

“The [college] district does not have 
the right to pull an edition because 
they don’t like something in it,” said 
journalism professor Jean Stapleton, 
who is the campus newspaper advisor. 
“This is a prior restraint issue.” 

The issue surfaced when the 
Campus News ran a front-page story 
Wednesday about the slaying, along 
with photos of its aftermath. 

Gallegos, a student studying justice 
administration, was getting off a bus 
with his fiancee and her two children 
Monday when a gunman emerged 
from a small brown hatchback in the 
college parking lot and began asking 
Gallegos about his gang affiliation, 
sheriff’s deputies said. As the two 
started fighting, the attacker pulled 
out a small revolver and shot Gallegos 
twice in the upper torso, deputies said. 
The shooter fled in the car, reportedly 
driven by a young woman. 

Diana Casillas, a Campus News 
staff writer, interviewed witnesses at 
the scene. Staff photographer Kim 
Matthews snapped pictures. 

One of three front-page photos 
published Wednesday shows depu-
ties surrounding Gallegos’ fiancee. In 
the background of the grainy photo is 
the partly concealed face of another 
student. That student confirmed to 
Casillas that she was a witness but 
declined to be interviewed, the report-
er said. Campus News staffers believe 

Experiencing Cold War Germany

By terry JolliFFe
daily Titan Staff Writer

The terms “Iron Curtain” and 
“Checkpoint Charlie” may not mean 
much to many students at Cal State 
Fullerton, because so many were small 
children when the Berlin Wall was torn 
down.

But in 1982, while the wall still sepa-
rated East and West, I decided to tour 
the “Russian sector,” which turned out 
to be a very enlightening adventure.

Standing at the Brandenburg Gate, I 
looked across into the bleak and unhap-
py eastern sector. The Berlin Wall was 
lined with simple gravesites, flowers 
and memorials to young men who had 
tried over the years to escape and were 
shot down by the guards. 

Many of those who tried to escape 

were blown up by booby-traps planted 
along the wall. 

Standing at the 12-foot-high con-
crete wall was a strange experience, 
facing the painful reality that those 
people on the other side were separated 
from loved ones–family and friends–
and freedom.

I took a tour bus into the eastern sec-
tor through one of the 21 Checkpoint 
Charlies. We were told that if we car-
ried any West German currency on us, 
it would be confiscated. 

Guards carefully scrutinized our 
passports, searching the bus inside and 
out, and they rolled huge dollies with 
mirrors along the undercarriage of the 
bus, checking for people trying to cross 
the border.

Entering the checkpoint, I observed 
steel-enforced concrete walls and 
barbed wire fences in a tight maze 
of hairpin turns, thwarting any escape 
attempts by the East Berlin citizens. 
Besides which, there were guard tow-
ers containing soldiers with binoculars 
and rifles visible everywhere. It was 
like a scene straight out of a WWII 
movie.

East Berlin had socialized medi-
cine and no unemployment. In fact, 
the government needed manpower so 
desperately that they imported workers 
from Poland and other neighboring 
countries. 

The brighter students were sent to 
the universities, while the rest were sent 
to trade schools.

 Citizens were not allowed to leave 
the eastern sector until they reached the 
age of 65-when they were no longer 
considered productive or of use to the 
government.

We were allowed to exit the bus 
only when they wanted us to view 
Communist monuments. And at lunch-
time, we were herded into a small 
restaurant. It was the only restaurant 
we were allowed to eat in, the guide 
told us.

There was a lot of hostility toward 
Americans in Europe during that Cold 
War period. One West Berliner told 
me that Germans feared that if war 
broke out, it would again take place in 
Europe, and they didn’t want American 
missiles in their countries. 

In a small southern town in Germany, 

we saw posters in storefronts, pictures 
of Ronald Reagan with missiles point-
ing out the top his head, with the words,  
“Americans, go home!” 

At one point, we were told the hotel 
had rooms available when they saw the 
German plates on our car. Once they 
saw our American passports however, 
the hotel was suddenly full. 

Nearly 20 years ago, we paid over 
$3 a gallon for gas in Europe and 
citizens were more than willing to tell 
us what high taxes they paid and how 
spoiled we Americans were. 

Even back then, West Berlin had a 
highly esoteric and intense nightlife. 
The punk rock movement was very 
evident throughout the city.  

Of course, in 1989 after 28 years of 
a city divided, the wall was brought 
down. 

Last year, a 10-year anniversary 
celebration including concerts, fire-
works and speeches, three former lead-
ers, Russia’s Mikhail S. Gorbachev, 
Helmut Kohl of Germany, and George 
Bush, were honored for their part in 
the diplomacy that helped to topple the 
wall allowing for reunification.

nCuLturE: Ten 
years before the fall 
of Communism, the 
Berlin Wall served as 
a symbol of division

the student told authorities she feared 
that having her picture in the paper 
could place her in danger. 

After consulting with college attor-
neys and the Sheriff’s Department, 
Ornelas seized most of the newspapers 
from the racks without informing the 
editors. 

“The Sheriff’s Department said the 
newspaper may jeopardize their inves-
tigation,” Ornelas said. “The shooter is 
still out there and has not been appre-
hended yet.” 

Lt. Dan Rosenberg, a homicide 
team leader, disagreed that sheriff’s 
investigators asked for the newspapers 
to be pulled from circulation. 

“I feel safe that it was not at the 
request of the Sheriff’s Department,” 
he said. Still, he said, there may be 
cases in which such an action is war-
ranted. “If there is an issue of where 

someone’s life is in danger, such as a 
witness to a murder before we can talk 
to them, that can be a pretty touchy 
issue.” 

But professor Stapleton said the 
administration’s decision violates its 
own “Statement of Policy” for the 
Campus News, which delegates news 
decisions to the editor in chief. It also 
runs contrary to the Campus News’ 
regular Page 2 statement that “the edi-
torial and advertising materials are free 
from prior restraint by virtue of the 
1st Amendment to the United States 
Constitution.” 

Jim Ewert, legal counsel for the 
California Newspaper Publishers 
Assn., agreed that the confiscation 
may have violated the newspaper’s 1st 
Amendment rights. 

“If the newspaper is an independent 
or stand-alone publication affiliated 

with the college, this is wrong,” Ewert 
said. “The 1st Amendment protects the 
publication of facts. Nothing indicates 
that there is anything inaccurate or that 
the person’s welfare is threatened.” 

The newspaper’s disclaimer also 
points out that the Campus News is 
published as a learning experience. 

Editor in Chief Juan Aceves said he 
was disappointed to learn how authori-
ties handled this matter. 

“The Sheriff’s Department is wrong 
in trying to scare our administration 
into thinking everyone’s lives are in 
danger because of this picture. The 
administration is wrong for taking our 
papers without talking to us. 

“This is a big, important story. And 
we report the news to our students and 
our community.”
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aCrOSS
1. a mythological bird that 
consumed itself in fire and 
rose from its ashes
3. to make proud or joyful
5. "the Commerce Comet"
8. to grant a share of
9. Sole
13. three consecutive 
strikes
14. the CSuF basketball 
team plays here
15. a sum
18. Parent and teachers 
association
20. huey, Dewey and Louie 
always follow the Jr. ___ 
guidebook to get them out 
of situations
21. root beer

DOWN
2. a cut of meat from the 
thigh of a hog
3. What you do when you 
are hungry
4. the female inventor on 
rescue rangers
6. CSuF pitcher that nearly 
tossed a perfect game
7. a material used in making 
pottery
10. an off-white color
11. Not consistent
12. Showing shrewdness 
and discernment
16. a soft throw
17. tall, thin and ungainly
19. People sit in these

Last Week’s 
Crossword Puzzle 

Answer Key

daily Titan Crossword Puzzle
Scott explained that all sororities 

are non-profit, and that the money that 
members pay goes directly back into 
the program.  

Adams, for instance, pays $80 
each month eight months out of the 
year for her dues, even though she is 
Panhellenic President.

Scott said that she has never felt a 
pressure to conform to sorority stan-
dards.  Instead, she said that sororities 
help people grow and develop into 
who they want to become as adults.  

Scott said it is up to girls to decide 
if they want to become an individual 
through their sorority, or if they want 
to be like everyone else.

Sororities help members become 
individuals through helping members 
with academics, offering scholarships 
to each chapter and through covering 
topics that are pertinent to the real 
world, like sexual assault and alcohol 
education.

In addition, Scott said that each 

sorority has a national philanthropy 
that each member donates her time to.  

For instance, Adams’ sorority earns 
money for the Susan G. Coleman 
Breast Cancer Foundation. 

Zeta Tau Alpha holds two events 
each semester that help raise money to 
promote breast cancer awareness.  

The most recent was Race for the 
Cure, which was a fundraising mara-
thon.

Other sororities on campus vol-
unteer their time to help the hear-
ing impaired, those suffering from 
Alzheimer’s disease or underprivi-
leged girls, Scott said.

Contrary to popular belief, Adams 
said that sororities are not allowed 
to have parties at their houses.  She 
said that girls do occasionally attend 
a party at a fraternity house, but, more 
frequently, each house will hold a pri-
vate event such as a movie night.  

Scott said that she has seen every 
type of girl from the earthy to the 
trendy, the tallest to the shortest 
throughout each sorority, and said that 
the Greek system has “something for 
everyone.”

GREEK LIFE
n from page 1

have utilized Jobtrak.com, to 
target students and alumni for 
internships, full-time and part-
time employment. 

Students and alumni can 
access the job database through 
a secured site requiring a pass-
word. Only those who have 
approved access from their career 
center can do a job search. 

“I think I would try to get a 
job online to get a feel of what it 
is like to work on the computer,”   
said Yvette Rubio, a business 
major. 

I have a small business and 
someday I would like to expand 
on the computer.” 

JOBTRAK
n from page 1



By Damian Calhoun
Daily Titan Asst. Sports Editor

In one deciding blow, it all ended.
Donny Daniels first season and Ike 

Harmon’s last together came to a screeching 
halt last night at the hands of the Utah State 
Aggies.

The Aggies (25-5) dismantled the Titans 
74-43 in the first round of the Big West 
Conference tournament at the Anaheim 
Convention Center.

 Dion Bailey led the Aggie charge with 
13 points.  Utah State did not rely on just 
one single player.  Ten of the 12 Aggies’ 
who played scored.  All-conference forward 
Shawn Daniels added 11 points and nine 
rebounds and Toraino Johnson also scored 
11 for the Aggies.

Utah State controlled the tempo and the 
game from the start.  The Aggies not only 
shot a blazing 70 percent from the field in 
the first half, but made four of their five three 
point attempts, all leading to a commanding 
40-17 halftime lead.

The Titans trailed by three in the first half 
before the Aggies went on a 31-11 run to 
close out the first half.  The Titans couldn’t 
get any closer than 21 points after that decid-
ing run by the Aggies.

CSUF (5-23) managed to shoot an anemic 
27.6 percent from the field in the first half, 
making only eight of 29 shots.

The second half wasn’t as one-sided as 
the first half was, but the foundation had 
already been laid for an 
Aggie romp.  

Utah State cooled down 
its offensive onslaught, 
shooting only 41.4 per-
cent from the field.  The 
Aggies shot 53.1 percent 
from the field for the 
game. 

The Titans showed life 
in the second half, only 
being outscored 34-26.  
CSUF shot 33.3 percent 
from the field.  Adding to 
the Titans’ frustration was 
their inability to connect 
from long distance.  

The Titans made only 
two of 22 three-pointers.  
Ryan Dillion, who made 
38 percent of his three-
point attempts during the 
regular season, did not 

make any in seven attempts last night.  
In the final game of his four-year career as 

a Titan, Harmon led CSUF in scoring with 
12 points on six of 15 shooting and he added 
nine rebounds, in only 27 minutes.

The loss was the Titans’ 14th against 
the Aggies since 1992-93.  Utah State will 
face the sixth-seeded Boise State Broncos 
tonight. 
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Third time no charm as Titans stumble 74-
nBIG WEST:  Seniors 
Ike Harmon and Matt 
Caldwell end their careers 
at CSUF as Titans lose 
in third meeting with Utah 

CSUF takes 20-6 record on the 

By Caesar Contreras
Daily Titan Staff Writer

As the weeks grow closer and closer to Big 
West Conference play, the Cal State Fullerton 
softball team will travel to San Diego to 
compete in the San Diego State Invitational 
this weekend.

The four-team tournament includes the host 
Aztecs, UC Riverside and the USA Today/
National Fastpitch Coaches Association 16th 
ranked Florida State Seminoles. 

The SDSU tournament will be the Titans’ 
last tournament with the exception of the 
monstrous 16-team Kia Klassic, which will 
be held in Fullerton next week.

CSUF (20-6) will play two games 
on Saturday, the first will be against the 
Seminoles at 11:30 a.m. and then the Titans 
will face the Aztecs at 2:00 p.m.

“SDSU is a pretty scrappy team, “ Titan 
Head Coach Michelle Gromacki said. “I 
know were the better team but they always 

play us hard.”
Last season, the Titans split a two-game 

series with SDSU (11-8). Overall, CSUF 
leads the all-time series by a 41-8 advantage. 
But the Aztecs have won two of the last three 
meetings between the teams.

Two players lead the Aztecs as senior 
right-hander Sandra Durazo comes into the 
weekend with an 8-3 record and a 1.05 earned 
run average. Junior outfielder Tiffany Goudy 
paces the offense with a .375 batting average 
and 16 runs batted in.

FSU and CSUF are two teams that are not 
too familiar with each other. The last time the 
pair met was in 1997 when the Seminoles 
defeated the Titans by a score of 4-2. In the 
all-time series between the two teams, CSUF 
owns a 5-2 advantage.

The 16th ranked Seminoles come into the 
weekend with an impressive 22-4 mark and 
are coming off a 4-1 showing in the Seminole 
Challenge this past weekend. 

But most of their wins have come against 
inferior competition with the Seminoles only 
playing two ranked teams the whole year 
(Florida Atlantic and Florida International) 
and going 2-2 in those games. Saturday’s 
game against 10th ranked CSUF will be 
the Noles toughest-ranked opponent of the 
season.

Second baseman Brandi Stuart leads the 
FSU attack with a .400 batting average, three 
home runs, 19 RBIs and 30 hits. The sopho-
more from Cerritos, CA has 11 multi-hit 

games this season and leads her team in eight 
offensive categories.

On the mound, a trio of FSU pitchers have 
a combined team ERA of 0.67, 21 complete 
games and have held opponents to only a .139 
batting average.

Junior Leslie Malerich leads the staff with 
a 0.49 ERA, a 10-1 record and 70 strikeouts.

CSUF counters with impressive num-
bers as well, the team leads the Big West 
Conference in almost every major hitting and 
pitching category. 

The Titans have dominated the Player of 
the Week awards, giving each week to posi-
tion players and pitchers. Out of five weeks, 
the Titans have swept the awards three times 
out of the five.

“It shows were going in the right direc-
tion,” Gromacki said.

Jenny Topping leads the league in batting, 
hits and RBI, Yasmin Mossadeghi leads in 
home runs, Jodie Cox leads in wins and 
strikeouts.

Mossadeghi, who was on a home run 
tear, is out this weekend with an ankle inju-
ry she suffered in last weekend’s Worth 
Invitational.

“She twisted her ankle in a collision,” 
Gromacki said. “She probably won’t play this 
weekend so we could play it safe and help her 
healing.” 

nSOFTBALL: Tenth 
ranked Titans travel to San 
Diego to compete in SDSU 
tournament against host 
Aztecs and the Florida 
State Seminoles
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Chris Smith (front) scrambles to maintain his dribble and his team’s composure in loss..

DAVID RIVERA/Daily Titan
Kevin Richardson tightens up his defensive pressure. 

DAVID RIVERA/Daily Titan
First baseman Monica Lucatero leads the Titans’ in this weekend’s tournament.

By Damian Calhoun
Daily Titan Asst. Sports Editor

For the second time this season, the 
Cal State Fullerton Titans will travel to 
Texas, but they will not face a nation-
ally-ranked team.

Instead, CSUF (8-8) will begin a 
three-game series tonight against a 
struggling Houston Cougar team that 
has played a non-conference schedule 
almost as tough as the 25th ranked 
Titans’.

Houston is the only team in the 
nation that has faced more ranked 
teams this season.  Houston has played 
10 games against some of the nation’s 
finest teams, including last weekend’s 
sweep at the hands of USC.  Houston 
has already played eight games against 
teams ranked in the top five.  The Titans 
have played nine games against teams 
ranked in the Baseball America top 25 
and five games against teams ranked in 
the top 10.

Houston lost eight of its nine start-
ers from last year’s team that went 
48-18, but boasts a potent offensive 
attack led by junior Josh Snook (.366 
5HR 16RBI) and catcher Chris Snyder 
(.343 6HR 18RBI).  The duo will be 
hard-pressed this weekend against the 
Titan troika of Jon Smith (3-0 2.87) on 
Friday night, Darric Merrell (0-1 1.33) 

on Saturday, and Kirk Saarloos closing 
the series on Sunday.

For the second time in three weeks, 
Saarloos was named National Pitcher 
of the Week by Collegiate Baseball.  
Saarloos (3-2, 1.13) pitched eight 
innings in relief last Saturday against 
the Wichita State Shockers and allowed 
only one hit and struck out 12 in two 
games during the Kia Baseball Bash.  
Saarloos also extended his consecutive 
scoreless innings streak to 28.

“Kirk is going as good as any pitcher 
that we have had here,” CSUF head 
coach George Horton said.

During Saarloos’ stretch of superb 
mound wizardry, the senior has allowed 
only five hits, two walks and struck 
out 32 batters.  With his relief outing 
against the Shockers, Saarloos tied the 
Titans’ all-time record for appearances 
with 110, tying a record that was held 
by Scott Wright (1981-84).

“It’s a blessing that I have been able 
to pitch three and one-half years with-
out an arm injury,” Saarloos said. 

Aside from leadership of the senior 
pitching duo of Saarloos and Smith, 
the Titans have also received key con-
tributions from junior outfielder Robert 
Guzman.   Guzman is second on the 
team with a .341 average, including a 
career high four-hit night last Friday 
against Tennessee.

Guzman played in 57 games in 1999 
as a freshman, and has re-emerged 
this season as a mainstay in the Titans’ 
lineup.

“As upperclassmen we need to step 
up and lead this team,” Guzman said.  
“If we play hard, like we know how, 
then the rest of the season will be 

Titans head out 
for return trip to 
Lone Star State

DAVID RIVERA/Daily Titan
Jon Smith starts tonight’s game against the Houston Cougars in 
the Titans’ second roadtrip of the season to the state of Texas.

nBASEBALL: CSUF 
faces unranked 
Houston in three-game 
series starting tonight

By Caesar 
Contreras

Did you 
catch that first 
XFL game last 
week?

In early 
February, if 
you posed that 
question to any 

avid sporting fan, you may have 
gotten a yes. 

Ask that question now, here 
may be your typical answer.

“What XFL game?”
As we slowly have seen the 

Xtreme Football League play out 
its inaugural season, the criti-
cism has grown larger and larger 
every week and the ratings have 
dropped correspondingly to those 
of all UPN network shows. This 
Wednesday it was reported in the 
New York Post  that the league 
founded by Vince McMahon’s 
World Wrestling Federation may 
indeed drop dead after one sea-
son.

Linda McMahon, wife of Vince 
spoke about the league in a media 
investment conference this week 
in Florida:

“I think we have to evaluate the 
viability of the product in the mar-
ketplace,” she said. “It takes time 
to build player awareness. It takes 
time to develop the stars.”

The Mrs. is right in most 

respects, it would take time for the 
XFL to succeed, Mr. McMahon 
has acknowledged that it would 
take at least three years to turn a 
profit. It’s expected that the league 
will take a $50 million loss before 
and if money comes through.

But it’s a loss that McMahon and 
his XFL partner NBC is willing to 
take considering both have more 
then their fair share of money.

And while the rumors have 
began to arise of the league’s pos-
sible demise, the detractors who 
have ridiculed the league, mainly 
the media, will boast of how they 
were right all along and ridicule 
McMahon even further.

The sad part is the media was 
viewed as a group that may have 
helped McMahon and the league 
in the first place. Coverage of 
Los Angeles Xtreme games by 
the major newspapers consists of 
mere paragraphs and despite a 
Sports Illustrated cover story in 
the beginning of the season, all 
press about the league has been 
negative.

Lost in all this is the actual 
games, the players, the people 
who watch the league and enjoy 
it.

But if the league folds after one 
season, it won’t matter.

Still NBC has said it’s com-
mitted to two seasons and while 
Mrs. McMahon has given slight 
hints of what the future may hold. 
The Mr. is a completely different 

C o m m e n t a r y

Amidst criticism 
XFL still stands 



By Taylor Goldman

Looking for a way 
to disguise all of your 
flaws from the opposite 
sex and make yourself 
appear to be the ideal 
mate?  

Look no further 
because online dating offers this avenue of 
deception to all people who sign on.

Online dating does have some virtues.  I 
know people that have formed strong rela-
tionships with people they have met online.  
It does allow people to have a certain level 
of security and confidence that is not always 
present when two people meet in person.  In 
fact, many people happily marry others that 
they have met in the chat room.

I also know people that have formed 
a relationship with an online person and 
are now stuck in the trap of a long distant 
relationship.

Seriously, how likely is it that two people 
from the same county fall for each other 
on-line and begin to date each other? These 
people care about each other, but are able to 
see each other maybe twice a year if they 
are lucky.  They are forced to carry out a 
relationship sitting in front of a computer 
monitor or waiting to hear the phone ring.   
This is no way to go through life.

There are also many people that lie about 
themselves online.    It must be very tempt-
ing to remove a few pounds from your waist 
or add a few inches to your height when 
on-line.  It can also be very easy to change a 
dead-end job into a management position or 

a studio apartment into a three-story home. 
The point is that many people enter 

romance chat rooms to pretend to be some-
thing that they are not.  They use this as a 
method of escape from their own reality.  
There are many people that go online that 
are married or in a serious relationship and 
are simply looking for a method of escape.

They consider online dating to be “guilt 
free.”

This can also occasionally be dangerous.  
How many times have we been told about 
all of the creeps and perverts that lurk in 
chat rooms looking for a victim to target?  A 
person could easily be lead to believe that a 
criminal is looking for a date.

The problem with online dating is that 
you never really know whom you are really 
speaking to.

If you are looking for a date, find someone 
that you have actually met and are attracted 
to.  Part of the fun of dating is the spark of 
interest that you see in someone’s eye or a 
basic attraction that you feel towards some-
body else.  It isn’t the interesting font and 
shade that someone chose to send you in a 
special e-mail, and it isn’t a photograph that 
has been airbrushed or taken years ago.

People should step away from their blink-
ing computer screens and get out into the 
real world.  That is where romance is really 
waiting to be found.

—  Goldman is a Daily Titan Staff 
Writer

To respond to this column send e-mail with 
name, major and phone number to dailyti-
tan@yahoo.com 

By Elana PruiTT

Music drives a person’s soul, 
brings us to a higher level of 
sub-consciousness and is com-
parable to the need of food. 
Without it, I could die. 

The cheaper my favorite 
music, the happier I am.

Napster co-founder Shawn Fanning once 
told MTV that he and his buddy were just 
thinking of ways to make getting music easier 
and more affordable for students, which led to 
their genius company.

But now the targeted issue in court is that 
Napster does not have the copyright permission 
of talented and hard-working entertainers. The 
most recent court ruling is that record labels 
have the power to force Napster to remove 
music with proof of ownership, giving them 
only 72 hours to get busy.

For the musicians with angst towards down-
loading free music off the Internet, I have one 
question.

What are you losing?
I am speaking for both sides of the debate 

when I say that the musicians against down-

loading free music are money-hungry. I have 
studied and played the piano for 10 years, so I 
can consider myself a proud musician. If I were 
on the same level as awesome professional pia-
nists Tori Amos 
and Fiona Apple 
(which I’m not), 
I would be hon-
ored to know that 
young kids, col-
lege students and 
adults are sam-
pling my music 
in a popular yet 
secretive forum.

True, I would 
not be making a 
penny off of the 
users’ gain. But 
to know that my 
music is being 
released and eas-
ily stimulating a 
faceless computer 
hacker is a turn-on. I could walk down the 
street and people would recognize me even 
more because that helped build my publicity 
and broaden my scope of listeners.

I can understand why rap ravens Dr. Dre, 
Eminem, along with Metallica’s annoying 
drummer, Lars Ulrich complain about Napster. 
But the Internet is not the only source of pay-

ment that builds their 
wealth. Guest appear-
ances, talk shows, award 
shows, concerts, record 
sales and videos are all 
revenue that they can 
thrive on. I don’t know 
the distributing percent-
age that is split between 
the artist, managers, 
record labels and other 
supporting sources. It 
is hard to believe that 
these musicians are suf-
fering from lack of dol-
lar bills as the millions 
pour in. 

Music should not 
solely be about money 
anyway, even though it 

is very important for a musician’s career. I 
know how hard it is to find practice time to 
play an instrument, let alone the dedication in 
actually practicing for hours.

I think that these angry musicians are forget-
ting that real music is priceless and it should not 
always be stamped with a price tag for proof 
of talent. 

I cannot speak for all college students in the 
world about supporting the use of downloading 
free music, but I know that college students 
love free stuff. Personally, I prefer to shop in 
used record stores because the vintage feel of 
buying a used product and saving money is 
fun.

Unfortunately, I don’t have a personal com-
puter to download cool music. But when I do 
and if it is still possible, you better believe I will 
jump on the trend and enjoy it. 

So, as Napster is struggling to save its tushie 
from shutting down, a community of avid users 
may also have to shut down. Their favorite 
place to endlessly roam for soul food will be a 
dissolved haven.

If money-hungry musicians force death on 
Napster, they will probably lose a large fan-
base that enjoyed sampling their songs and 
saving money. 

—Pruitt is a Daily Titan Staff Writer
To respond to this column send e-mail with 

name, major, phone number to dailytitan@
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n All courses 
should be able to 

KARL MONDON/KNIGHT RIDDER TRIBUNE
Shawn Fanning reacts to court rulings.

Campus 
Voices

The right to download tunes

Quick and speedy protection 
at your doorstep with a smile

By TErry JolliffE

“If you were sit-
ting in a theater and 
the couple behind you 
were talking loudly and 
disturbing you, would 
you turn around and ask 

them to be quiet?” 
That was one of the questions on 

a  “how assertive are you?” quiz 
taken in my stress management and 
health classes. I was tempted to pose 
the question, “would turning around 
and giving the couple a dirty look” 
be construed as being assertive? 

Of course, that’s a silly question 
in and of itself. If the couple’s rude 
enough to disturb others around 
them, a dirty look isn’t going to 
intimidate them. Secondly, if we’re 
in a dark theater, they more than 
likely wouldn’t be able to see my 
menacing “Look! Yes, I am a Wuss 
with a capital W! I have never been 
able to practice what I preached to 
my children when they were grow-
ing up-”stand up for yourself and 
don’t let anyone take advantage of 
you. It actually worked on three out 
of four of them. But both my young-
est daughter and myself avoid at any 
cost-confrontation, unpleasantness 
or scenes, particularly in public. 

But my friend Mary isn’t a wuss. 
She’s not aggressively assertive, just 
delightfully tenacious. While staying 

at an upscale hotel in Palm Springs, 
they gave her a room that had not 
been cleaned. When it was cleaned, 
it was still dirty and she called and 
asked for the manager to come look 
at the room himself. He not only 
gave her an upgraded “clean” room, 
but a $100 gift certificate to the 
sports shop at the hotel. 

Personally, the way I would have 
handled it was not to call the second 
time for fear of bothering them, but 
to complain under my breath to any-
one within a foot of me that could 
hear me mumbling how I would 
never stay at that hotel again.

Another time, while Mary was 
staying in Las Vegas, the couple 
in the room next to her were fight-
ing and tossing lamps and anything 
else they could lift at one another 
at all hours of the night. When she 
called and complained, they gave 
her and her family a voucher for 
dinner and agreed to speak to the 
warring couple. The next night, the 
couple was screaming obscenities 
again and Mary immediately called 
the front desk. The clerk took $100 
off the room and told her the couple 
would be checking out the next 
morning. 

Unbelievably, when Mary went to 
check out a few days later, she asked 
to see the rate list for the rooms. It 
took the clerk nearly 20 minutes to 
furnish it, and when Mary told her 
of the problems she’d had, the clerk 

spoke to the manager and they took, 
yet another $100 off her bill.

The way I would have handled it 
would have been to go down to one 
of the hotel shops, buy some ear-
plugs, and complain to anyone and 
everyone on the elevator who would 
listen to me, that I would never stay 
at that hotel again.

But today, I will set in motion, 
my journey on becoming more self-
confident and forceful.

As in the famous quote from 
Sidney Lumet’s 1976 film, 
“Network,” “I’m madder than hell 
and I’m not going to take this any-
more!”

So, crowd in front of me in line 
at the cafeteria, chat on your cell 
phone in the library cubicle next to 
me while I am trying to study, nearly 
knock me over with your brim-
ming backpack to enter the elevator 
that I’ve been patiently waiting five 
minutes for; all those little things I 
find so completely lacking in good 
breeding-but do so at your own 
peril.

Beginning now, I will not toler-
ate other’s rude behavior, and I will 
speak up. 

Then again, maybe I’ll just call 
Mary. 

—Joliffe is a Daily Titan Staff 
Writer

To respond to this column send 
e-mail with name, major and phone 
number to dailytitan@yahoo.com 

Scrap the online romance & find reality

Commentaries

By Sara STanTon

It is with shock-
ing realization 
that I am forced to 
acknowledge that 
my own generaliza-
tions about police 
officers could have 
resulted in a poten-

tially dangerous situation for myself.
Cops don’t care about us.  They just 

want to write their tickets, meet their 
quotas and stop at doughnut shops.  

When any of them have actually 
talked with me, I’ve sensed arrogance 
in their persona that makes me feel 
as if I am always doing something 
wrong.  

Then I actually needed someone to 
protect me.  

Tuesday, 10 p.m.  I saw head-
lights behind me, creeping into my car, 
belonging to the dark object slinking 
behind me.  

Palms sweating, I pulled into my 
driveway and turned around.  They 
were still there.  The car turned around 
and drove by my house again, slow 
enough that I could see where the car 
had been keyed. 

I ran into my house and locked the 
door. 

“That was really stupid of me,” I 
thought to myself.  I debated for the 
next 15 minutes whether I should call 
the police.  After all, the people in the 
other car now knew where I lived. 

And I was alone.  But something was 
stopping me.  

In my experience, cops are ego-
tistical, overconfident and sometimes 
unfeeling of the plights of the common 
man.  They are frequently late when 
they are called, and often belittle those 
who are genuinely scared.

These thoughts stopped me from 
calling the Tustin Police Department. 
Then I heard creaking and scratching.  

I picked up the phone and dialed. 
Within minutes I had an officer at my 
door.  

“If it helps you sleep better, you can 
call us any time and we’ll drive by and 
shine lights at any hour of the night,” 
Officer Pete said on my doorstep.  

Not only that, but I had a police car 
outside of my house until early in the 
morning.

This was the first time that I have 
ever met an officer that I felt had a 
genuine care for my well being.  This 
was not a person that was just here to 
fill out a report or write a ticket.  

This person cared.  
I have now made a resolution to 

myself to believe in the people within 
the system. 

Maybe cops aren’t all that bad.  I’ve 
read in the newspaper about officers 
that perform heroic deeds or that got 
shot in the line of duty.  But I have 
never encountered any uniformed offi-
cer that fit that description personally.  

Tuesday night, I met my hero.  
To some, sitting in front of a house 

for five or six hours may not seem like 
a heroic deed, but for me, I was able to 
sleep sounder.  

Any interaction that I have ever 
had with police officers has been to 
pull me over or wait on them in my 
restaurant.  In a nutshell, I have never 
had many positive things to say about 
cops.  

I am not, however, one of those 
people that shouts “Pigs!” when I see 
one driving.  I do not think that all cops 
are corrupt or anything of the sort.  Yet, 
when I do see one, I think to myself, 
“Am I doing anything wrong?” 

I see their cocky attitudes, hear 
their forcible tone of voice and want 
to cringe.

But the person that was sitting in 
that police car for four hours displayed 
none of those traits.  He was there 
because some girl was afraid.  

He made himself accessible to me, 
letting me know that I would be all 
right.

That takes a certain sort of com-
mitment to the people within a com-
munity.  It takes empathy, courage 
and strength to put oneself in potential 
danger for another human life.  

Isn’t that what cops are supposed to 
do anyway?  

—Stanton is a Daily Titan Staff 
Writer 

To respond to this column send 
e-mail with name, major, and phone 
number to dailytitan@yahoo.com 

n Music artists can find alternative avenues to bring in their revenue instead of scraping the pockets of college students

Being assertive when dealing 
with the rude and obnoxious

I read the article on not having 
enough art classes on March 1, 
2001.  In it, the art department 
said that two of the big lecture 
classrooms must be reserved only 
for ART classes in the future.  
I think that is a crazy idea.  I 
currently have a communications 
class in there and it is a perfect 
room for that class (VA 113).  We 
use all of the technological equip-
ment there, compared with my 
ART 101 class, also using that 
room at a different time, where 
we only use the slide projectors.  
No other large lecture classroom 
on campus has such restrictive 
rules.  The class that needs the 
equipment should be able to use 
those new large classrooms with-
out restrictions.

—Charles Tam
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