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New wave 
of leaders

By sara stanton
daily Titan staff Writer

Every year at Cal State Fullerton, a new Associated 
Students administration takes over and sets out to pick up 
where its predecessors left off, as well as revolutionize the 
student body with new ideas.

Throughout the year, students see familiar names and 
faces that frequently appear at numerous campus functions 
and are posted on various advertisements or informational 
services.

Many of these faces belong to the AS Board of 
Directors.

As the Lopez-Zazueta administration prepares to take 
over in the upcoming fall semester, students should be 
aware of future changes that lie ahead in their student 
government.

As the president and vice president-elect plan out their 
strategy for the new school year, one of the items on their 
agenda is to appoint the new executive staff for the Board 
of Directors.

“We looked at experience, personality [and] enthusi-
asm,” said Edgar Zazueta, vice president-elect, of the 23 
candidates that applied for four positions.

At Tuesday’s board meeting, President-elect Alex Lopez 
announced his choices for the new board, which must be 
approved by the current AS board at a special meeting on 
Thursday.

“We are confident that the board will approve all of our 
appointees,”  Zazueta said.

The positions that Lopez announced were for the Vice 
President of Finance, Director of Statewide Affairs, Director 
of Administration and Director of Public Relations.

However, if the board denies any of the made by Lopez 
and Zazueta, then the team has to make selections until the 
board approves their choices, which could lead into the 
summer, Zazueta said.

The decision by Lopez and Zazueta to have their 
appointments approved before the end of the spring semes-
ter is an unprecedented one, said Adeline Kim, the current 
director of public relations for AS.

“It’s a new thing to bring members on board before the 
semester is over,” Kim said. 

Overall, she said that she was impressed with the num-
ber of candidates who applied for the positions.

“Eleven people applied for PR, and that shows that 
people are interested,” she said. “We had a lot of good, 

nGOvERNMENt: The Lopez-
Zazueta appointments await 
approval by the current board 
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Ryan Berger attributes his positive outlook and confidence to a strong family network while growing up.

Fragile man, 
huge heart

nPROFIlE: Ryan Berger suffers from 
Osteogenesis Imperfecta, “brittle bones dis-
ease,” but maintains a positive outlook on life

By Celeste navejas 
special to the Titan

 

Ryan Berger enjoyed the recent U2 con-
cert at the Anaheim Pond. 

The best part was the great seats. At 3 
feet 2 inches and somewhere around 50 to 
60 pounds, it is hard to see over people’s 
heads. 

From where he sat in his black motor-
ized wheelchair in the disabled section, 
Ryan heard every one of Bono’s songs 
clearly.  

But wherever Ryan could have sat he 
would have made the most of it.  Nothing 
stops the 24-year-old from having fun and 
enjoying life. 

His positive outlook overpowers his 

fragile bones and has taken him far within 
family and friends, school, and society.   

Ryan, a student at Cal State Fullerton, 
has Osteogenesis Imperfecta (OI), known 
as “brittle bones disease,” a condition of 
abnormal fragility of the bones.  

OI is a genetic defect that affects the 
body’s production of collagen.  Less col-
lagen than normal leads to weak bones that 
fracture easily.  The disease is character-
ized by, short stature, loose joints and poor 
muscle development in the arms and legs, 
a barrel-shaped rib cage, and discoloration 
of the teeth.  

 Ryan has learned to accept his disabil-
ity with an open mind. 

“I’ve been disabled all my life, this is 
what I know,” Ryan says, “It might take 
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Fiberglass sheep will line Harbor Blvd. until September. 

Fiberglass sheep overrun 

By Kathleen Gutierrez
daily Titan staff Writer

Harbor Boulevard will soon be overrun by 
giant fiberglass sheep, and the Chamber of 
Commerce thinks it will be wonderful.

A total of 45 sheep will be on display 
through September as part of the “Bastanchury 
Days,” a celebration that began the first week 
of April. 

Sheep number one made its debut in front 
of the Chamber of Commerce on April 1, and 
the rest of the flock is gathering attention along 
Harbor Boulevard, between Chapman Avenue 
and Commonwealth.

If fiberglass farm animals sound famil-

iar, that’s because they are. New York City 
gathered herds of attention with their “Cows 
on Parade” campaign and auctioned off the 
bovines for charity. Chicago quickly followed 
suit, as did many other major cities across the 
United States including Cincinnati with its “Big 
Pig Gig.”

New York City scored with a best-selling 
coffee table book, a Web site and a collection of 
plush miniature cows resembling the original 
art pieces.

The decision to use sheep was quite easy 
for the Chamber of Commerce. Historically, 
before the orange groves took over, sheep 
herding was the major trade in Fullerton, and 
Basque families, including the Bastanchurys, 
rose to prominence. Their ranch resided on 
what is now known as the Sunny Hills area of 
Fullerton.

“We hope to get lots of visitors from the 
surrounding cities to come into ours,” said 
Bill Heaton, chairman of the Chamber of 
Commerce. “We think this project will be a 
‘shear’ delight,” he said with a chuckle.

Maria Bastanchury, the great-granddaugh-
ter of sheepherders Domingo and Maria 
Bastanchury has designed her own sheep 
for the celebration, entitled, “Where do ewe 
shop?” It is located on the corner of Wilshire 
and Harbor Boulevards.

The goal for the end of this month is to get 
every ram, lamb, and ewe out on the street and 
to generate some business for the city. 

Cal State Fullerton has become the cloning 
factory, as many of the sheep pass through the 
CSUF sculpture lab, and through the hands of 
professor Susan Boomhower, their designer.

“Bill called me from Chicago and asked me 
if I was interested in doing this,” Boomhower 
said. “I thought this would be so much fun.”

Two sheep that are not quite completed 
stand behind her, waiting their turn to be pam-
pered by Boomhower, CSUF students, and 
anyone else who is willing to help.

“This one is my tomato,” she said, pointing 

ncOMMuNItY: In honor of 
“Bastanchury Days,” these 
sheep hope to raise money 
and awareness of the city

Check out the Daily 
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dailytitan.fullerton.edu. 
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TITane x t r a sNew judicial selection process met with pro-

By alex Douvas
daily Titan staff Writer

Controversy has been no stranger to the 
first 100 days of the Bush Administration. 
Recently the White House said that, 
unlike previous administrations, it would 
no longer clear judicial nominees with the 
American Bar Association (ABA) before 
submitting the nominations to the Senate. 

Judging by the loud cries of protest by 
ABA officials, one might think the presi-
dent had suspended the Constitution. 

However, other legal professionals 
point out that the decision is simply a 
break with a highly politicized organiza-

tion, and holds no importance to the selec-
tion of officials other than mere tradition.

White House counsel Alberto Gonzalez 
said the change was largely to the ABA 
being a “politically active group that 
takes public positions on divisive politi-
cal, legal, and social issues that come 
before the courts.”

Gonzalez added, “The president wel-
comes the ABA’s suggestions concerning 
judicial nominees,” which puts the ABA 
in the same position as every other inter-
est group.

The President’s announcement was 
greeted with its share of warnings. 

Evan Davis, president of the Association 

of the Bar of New York, described what 
would happen without the ABA’s involve-
ment: “Focus on a candidate’s character, 
temperament, professional aptitude and 
experience” would be replaced by an 
emphasis on politics.

The Houston Chronicle said of the 
decision that “professional qualifications 
for the federal judiciary won’t amount to a 
hill of beans for the next four years.”

Former Special Counsel to President 
Nixon, Charles Colson, who is now a 
Christian political activist, argues that 
jurists like John Marshall, learned Hand, 
Felix Frankfurter, and many others, have 
made it to the Supreme Court without the 

ABA.
“Even Earl Warren, the hero of those 

most upset with Bush’s decision, man-
aged to get on the Supreme Court without 
ABA approval,” Colson said.

Colson says that the ABA is anything 
but neutral regarding the controversies 
that define current social and political 
issues, which almost certainly is the rea-
son for Bush’s decision. 

“It’s the same as anything else in life,” 
Colson says. “You can’t take advice from 
someone who isn’t an honest broker.” 

When Eisenhower first asked the orga-
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nPOlItIcS: President George W. Bush announced that the American Bar Association will no longer be involved 
in the clearance of judicial nominees.  Legal professionals express worry about its effect in future appointments.
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“Street Scene” comes to 
cSuF’s little theatre

Elmer Rice’s Pulitzer-winning 
play will be showcased at Cal 
State Fullerton’s Little Theatre 
beginning Sunday May 20, and 
will conclude May 29.

The cast for “Street Scene” 
is comprised of CSUF students, 
and includes a full orchestra. 
Costumes and designs aim to 
better convey the flavor of Rice’s 
work.

The play revolves around a 
tenement where its tenants hang 
out and pass time. Unbeknownst 
to them is an unexpected twist 
that will bring about notoriety to 
the place.

A blend of jazz and blues 
facilitate the course of gossip, 
from its source to the ripple effect 
it yields.

Tickets can be purchased at 
the Performing Arts Center box 
office from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
Monday through Friday and one 
hour before performance.

Tickets are $15. Titan 
Discount rates are $11.

For more information, call 
(714) 278-2434.

Fraternity celebrates    
new house

After undergoing changes, 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon house 
is throwing a celebration this 
Saturday, May 19.

Administration, faculty mem-
bers, staff, sororities and fraterni-
ties are invited to join the festivi-
ties. 

Barbeque and drinks will be 
served.

The new house is located at 
2101 Terry Pl. The celebration 
will start at 4 p.m. 

For more information and 
to RSVP, call Rudie Baldwin at 
(714) 294-9082

Imagination celebration 
focuses on family           

entertainment

Orange County’s Imagination 
Celebration continues this year.

“Arts Across the Cultures” will 
be celebrated by the Orange 
County Performing Arts Center 
with the presentation of two 
groups. The groups specialize in 
family entertainment and are inter-
nationally-recognized. 

The first group will appear 
today at 7:30 p.m., the Cirque 
Éos. The Cirque Eos is a troupe 
of acrobats, trapeze artists, 
clowns and jugglers. The group 
from Quebec, hopes that their 
tricks and stunts will help tell a 
story of a young man’s struggle to 
achieve his dream. The 90-minute 
performance hopes to astonish an 
audience comprised of families.

The week after, the cel-
ebration will come to a close 
with the second group: the 
Parachute Express. Children 
will get the chance to interact 
with the performers who are 
best known for creating the 
music of the Gymboree Play 
Program, and other shows seen 
on the Nickolodeon and Disney 
Channels.

The group has won awards, 
and has been received posi-
tive praises from the L.A. Parent 
Magazine. Their music style uses 
jazz, folk, rock and roll and R & B. 

Tickets for these show are 
$8. They can be bought online 
at www.ocpac.com, or by buying 
them directly at The Center Box 
Office. Ticketmaster is also selling 
them at (714) 740-7878 or (213) 
365-3500.

For more information on the 
show, call (714) 556-2122. There 
is also a Web site that expands 
on Orange County’s Imagination 
Celebration art 

www.icfestival.com. 

campus

TSU All-Night-Study is open 
until May 26. The TSU will be 
open 24 hours a day. 

The Cal State Fullerton 
Department of Theatre and 
Dance presents “The Altruists” 
by Nicky Silver, with a special 
pre-performance of “What I Ment 
Was” by Craig Lucas, May 17 
through 20 at the Grand Central 
Theatre in Santa Ana. This West 
Coast Premiere introduces five 
memorably demented East 

Village do-gooders caught in a 
web of murder and mayhem. For 
more information call (714) 278-
3538.

community

The Garden Grove Playhouse 
is presenting “Teacher’s Lounge” 
through June 2.  The play has 
drawn laughs and nods of rec-
ognition from New York City to 
California. For more information 
call (714) 897-5122.

The Department of Theatre 

and Dance presents “24 Hours” 
through 20 in Recital Hall. This 
moving musical will take you on 
a journey of life and love.

Italian-born artist-in-resident 
Franco Angeloni will exhibit work 
“that invades fields other than 
those normally connected with 
visual arts,”  through June 30 
at Grand Central Art Gallery in 
Santa Ana. For more information 
call (714) 567-7233.

The Garden Grove 
Strawberry Festival 2001 will 
hold auditions for its annual 

talent show on Saturday, May 
19 at 9 a.m. in The Strawberry 
Festival Amphitheater (12852 
Main Street) in Garden Grove. 
For more information call (714) 
638-7950.

The 15th Annual AIDS 
Walk Orange County is set 
for Sunday, June 3 at the UC 
Irvine Administration Loop and 
Chancellor’s Rose Garden. Walk 
registration begins at 7:30 a.m. 
The walk will begin at 9:30 a.m. 
For more information call (949) 
806-8763.

Prime Internet 
2*2

ABC Bartending 
2*2

Audio Pac 
Alarm 4*5

Western St. 
4*5

Daily Titan Online Poll
Voice your opinion through the daily Titan’s 

online poll! Just go to http://dailytitan.fullerton.edu 
and click on the News or Opinion tabs and vote.

What are you 
doing to deal 
with finals?

A. Flirt with the professor
B. Sit next to a smart kid
C. Finally open the textbook
D. Drink & smoke heavily
E. Pray for a blackout

Results will be published in Tuesday’s Daily Titan. Poll is unscientific

online
pollR

Last week’s questions: What do you think 
about the host of the “Weakest Link”?

23 people responded with . . .

she’s sexy
 30%

I love her 
s&M outfits

  4% she’s a 
sweetheart

 13%
she’s evil

 22%
send her back 

to england

 30%
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strong candidates.”
Kim also helped with publicizing the 

positions through sending e-mails to all 
of the assistant deans, putting together 
the table tents in the food court and by 
running an announcement on the Titan 
Student Union message board.

After Lopez made his announce-
ment, he encouraged the board to 
approach both himself and Zazueta 
with any questions pertaining to their 
decisions.

“Feel free to question our rationale,” 
Lopez said to the board. “On Thursday 
we will have a chance to examine all of 

the candidates,” he said.
The Lopez-Zazueta choices for their 

future board are Adnan Raza for VP 
finance; Dante Gomez for the director 
of statewide affairs; Geoffrey Roberts 
for the director of administration; and 
Nicolette Basilio for the director of 
PR.

“We’ve been getting applications for 
about a week and a half [and] held 
interviews for two days,” Zazueta said.

The final selection was made at 
around 2 a.m. Tuesday morning, Lopez 
said.  

“Alex and myself look forward to 
getting our executive team approved 
and begin our transition,” Lopez said. 
“We are anxious to get our team togeth-
er and start developing our strategic 

DIRECTOR
n from page 1
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“One hot tomato” is the same color as a 1967 Ford Mustang.

to a shiny, plump sheep with a red 
shine and a green stem. 

Facing the wall is another ewe, 
sponsored by St. Jude Medical Center. 
Its wool is “pulled back” into a ponytail 
and it’s wearing bright blue and yellow 
workout gear.

“The original 
design had this 
sheep running 
on a treadmill,” 
Boomhower said. 
“In the end we just 
decided to have 
her in a running 
position.”

Each sheep is 
sponsored by a dif-
ferent nearby com-
pany at a cost of 
$2500 each. The 
cost includes all 
necessary design 
materials. So far 
31 sheep are with 
their artists, the 
other 14 are await-
ing design approv-
al from their spon-
sors.

Once the celebration is over, the 
chamber plans on auctioning off the 
sheep and giving the money to char-
ity.

“For the tomato one, she sent 
it to a body shop,” Heaton said of 
Boomhower. “It’s the exact same color 
as a 1967 [Ford] Mustang.”

There are many designs that 
Boomhower will be working on 
and she is always in need of help. 

Businesses have been very creative 
with their designs, especially McCoy 
Mills Ford.

Their design is of a black ram with 
three-dimensional flames attached 
along the sides and an exposed mani-
fold, complete with chrome pipes and 
horns. It is appropriately titled, “Sally’s 
Mustang.”

Boomhower said the project, which 
is scheduled 
to run through 
September, is 
behind and she 
needs volunteers. 
She is looking for 
a CSUF student 
who will be will-
ing to work on 
two small lambs 
that will be wear-
ing vintage base-
ball uniforms.

“We have 
students help-
ing us now,” 
she said. “The 
students have 
been learning a 
lot, and they are 
not being [mon-
etarily] compen-
sated.”

CSUF has 
been a huge part of this project, and 
one sheep will be especially themed 
to the campus and its history. The 
design has yet to be approved by the 
university.

“We couldn’t do this in Fullerton 
without Cal State Fullerton,” Heaton 
said. “The initial designs, the drawings 
and research — that’s all Susan,” he 
said.

SHEEP
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The students 

have been 

learning a lot, 

and they are 

not being com-

pensated.

nization to evaluate potential nominees, 
the ABA was strictly a professional 
organization. 

In recent years, however, the ABA 
has positioned itself in the political 
arena as an advocate of various special 
interests, and as a source of immense 
clout.

 It has openly taken positions on 
matters that many consider to be more 
closely related to practice of politics 
than the practice of law — including 
abortion, gay rights, and funding for 
the arts. 

The controversy over the ABA 
began when it failed to give a “fully 
qualified”vote to Judge Bork, President 
Reagan’s conservative nominee to the 
Supreme Court. 

The decision infuriated many con-
servatives, and their suspicion of the 
ABA intensified. 

Cyrus Pohwalla, who will attend 
Santa Clara Law School in the fall, says 
that the decision will have little effect 
on the qualifications Bush appointees 
will have to possess. 

“The only problem with the Bush 
decision is that a lot of people will think 
that because the ABA doesn’t approve 
a nominee means that the nominee isn’t 
qualified, and that’s just not true.”

POLITICS
n from page 1



neWsWeDnesDay, May 16, 20016

Physics 
3*10.5

Cal tech 
6*10.5

me a little longer to fulfill the duties 
an able-bodied person can do but I 
do it,” he says. 

Growing up, Ryan’s bones would 
sometimes break with the slightest 
movement. 

“If I sneezed or slept the wrong 
way, I’d break something,” he says. 

Ryan’s parents, John and Carolyn, 
and older brother Mark, have sup-
ported and cared for him, helping 
him build the optimism and strength 
that he could not find in his fragile 
body. 

“I would like to believe Ryan’s 
positive outlook comes from the 
family always treating him like any-
one else,” says Carolyn Berger. 

“We acknowledged his disabil-
ity and dealt with the issues that it 
has brought with it, he has always 
been included in every family vaca-
tion, or outing, and has always been 
treated with respect,” she says. 

“My brother, knowing I couldn’t 
play sports with him would include 
me in other activities like going 
head-to-head playing video games,” 
Ryan said. 

“We all have a good sense of 
humor in this house and everyone 
gets teased, I think that has tough-
ened Ryan to handle the outside 
world,” Carolyn says. 

  Carolyn recently retired from 
a law firm to be Ryan’s full time 
caretaker.  Maria Alcaraz had been 
Ryan’s caretaker for the past 11 
years.  She only comes by and helps 
with the house now but is still one 
of the most important people in 
Ryan’s life. 

“I have always treated him nor-
mal, and would scold him like I 
would anybody else,” Alcaraz says.  

“I’ll play a joke on him and he’s 
ok with it,” she says, “He has a very 
good heart.” 

The support at home has given 
Ryan the positive attitude he dem-

onstrates everywhere he goes. This 
especially helped him in school. 

 Ryan could not attend public 
school in Irvine because of liability 
issues.  He attended Carl Harvey in 
Santa Ana, a private school for dis-
abled students.  

With the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, which bans discrim-
ination on the basis of disability, his 
parents fought to get Ryan admitted 
into a public school. This didn’t 
happen until he was 10 years old.  
They had to fight 
the school sys-
tem again when 
he started junior 
high. 

By the time 
Ryan reached 
high school, the 
ADA protected 
his rights but 
overprotected him 
at all times. 

“At recess I 
would have to 
stay in one spot 
with an aide, I 
didn’t like that, I 
wanted to go play 
with everyone 
else,” he says. 

 Ryan’s class-
mates would be 
hesitant at first, 
but eventually 
they would open up to his friendly 
and open attitude. 

As with making friends, nothing 
has stopped Ryan from achieving 
his goals. 

“Ryan constantly talks about the 
future,” says long time friend, Carol 
Vohs. “His enthusiasm for life is 
outstanding.”

Today, he is a business admin-
istration major, with an emphasis 
on management science information 
systems and will be graduating in 
Fall 2001. 

“He is very confident and very 
self-reliant, which is going to help 
him in the long run,” says his coun-

selor Lisa Thies, at the Disabled 
Students Center.  

After graduation, Ryan’s goal is 
to succeed in the computer industry 
and maybe do some public speaking 
to help break some of the barriers 
people have with the disabled.  

“I want to help connect both 
worlds,” he says. 

“Teasing and prejudice comes 
from fear; we’re afraid of differ-
ence,” he adds. Ryan can think of 
times when he has seen no compas-

sion towards the 
disabled.   

“I have stood 
waiting for an 
elevator to get 
to class, and 
they’ll just walk 
in front of me 
not giving me 
a chance to get 
in,” Ryan says, 
“It just blows 
me away.” 

 Ryan hopes 
people would 
accept each oth-
er’s differences 
more. 

“It’s so weird, 
at school people 
never give me 
fliers they’re 
handing out, 
they assume that 

I’m more disabled then I really am,” 
he says laughing, “I’m comfortable 
being disabled, it’s cool come up to 
me more.”

As for people who cannot look 
past differences, “It’s their loss,” 
he says. 

Ryan wants to go to concerts, 
movies, and enjoy himself like 
everybody else.  He remains posi-
tive and only wishes for people 
to be more accepting and open-
minded.  

 “Don’t hesitate to get to know 
me, or prejudge, just give me a 
chance,” he says.        

BERGER
n from page 1
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Before 
the Show

“Celeste Du 
Boes” prepares 

her wig back-
stage at the 
Queen Mary 

nightclub.

“Wow, she can sing,” says a dark-
haired gentleman wearing jeans and a 
black form-fitting shirt waving money 
to give her a tip.

“I have the look of a woman,” 
Katrice says. “I have muscular femi-
nine qualities. I would not walk out 
in the street if I did not look convinc-
ing.”

With the tape of Houston’s voice 
in the background, she sings live. 
While on stage, she mimics everything 
Houston does.

“When I am up on stage, I am 
a supermodel,” Katrice says. “I am 
elegant, dainty and I look nice. A drag 
queen is one who has lots of clothes.”

Katrice is one of several performers 
at the Queen Mary. The club, famous 
for its drag shows, is also a hangout for 
many cross dressers, transvestites and 
transsexuals. 

Katrice, who considers herself a 
female impersonator, works in a gro-
cery store as a male but lives as a 
woman part time. She has danced in 
two large groups; the Philadanco and 
the ballet company Ballet Trocadero.  
She has worked at the club for more 
than a year. 

“A [drag queen] has established 
herself in life,” Katrice says. “She 
knows what she wants and wants to 
be flawless.”

As Cher performs “Believe,” in 
the sound booth, Kristina, a 5-foot-6-
inch statuesque blonde, stands hold-
ing the spotlight on each performer. 
In the background, Teri, the in-house 
photographer, is shooting photos of 
the guests. She leans forward to hand 
the people their printout of the pic-
ture. She said she struts seductively 
around in black sequined capri pants 
and matching tank top.  

A short intermission…
It is someone’s birthday, and Butch, 

the show’s announcer, appears from 
backstage. She’s wearing a gold rose 
chapeau, an elbow-length black satin 
gloves, and a long black gown with a 
slit on the side of it. 

She sings “Happy Birthday” to the 
lady while flirting with the gentleman 
sitting next to the birthday girl. 

“Talk to me after the show,” Butch 
says, smiling at the man. 

The audience laughs. 
 Like Katrice, the people at the 

Queen Mary provide a gamut of sexu-
ality. Many cross dress as women 
to stimulate themselves, others are 
transvestites, people who dress and act 
of the opposite sex and transsexuals, 
people who believe they were born of 
the wrong sex. 

Teri, lives as a woman full time 
but will not cut off her sex organ. 
Kristina is a transsexual, who once she 
saves enough money, will have a sex-
change operation. The actor performs 
as a female impersonator but lives as a 
male. Butch, has performed in drag for 
more than 50 years.

Though each exists differently, they 
all have a story to tell…

Teri…
Teri says she is proud to be a trans-

sexual. As a young child, she knew she 
wanted to be a woman. 

The Hawaiian native says that as 
young as 5 years old, the feeling she 
had was almost like deja vu. She saw 
her older self as a woman. 

At 5 feet 6 inches tall — even 10 
years old — “I always envisioned it,” 
Teri says. “Ever since I was in kin-
dergarten, I said, this is a big mistake 
— life made a big mistake — I am 
supposed to be a girl.”

Because of her small body frame, 
Teri was made fun of as a child. To 
conform to the pressures of living 
male, she challenged herself. 

She joined a band and played 
drums in high school. But during 
those years, she realized that she 
wanted to be a woman. While at 
a friend’s house before Halloween, 
Teri’s friends asked one another what 
she should wear as a costume.

A planned gimmick, each of Teri’s 
friends dressed her up as a woman. 
She fought it a little to hide her true 
feelings.

“I was in Heaven though,” Teri 
says.  “I was in total heaven when they 
started to shave my legs.” 

t’s the weekend. Men and women flock to the 
Queen Mary on Ventura Boulevard in Studio City 
to see a show.
Lights from the stage blanket the tables and floor 

surrounding the otherwise dimly lit area. As people enter 
the club, a large cobra head sitting next to the bar stares 
at the faces coming in. 

On stage, Katrice, a female impersonator, is Whitney 
Houston. As she sings “I’m Every Woman,” her silver 
pantsuit glitters in the darkness. She climbs down from 
the stage and serenades the men sitting at the surround-
ing tables. 

I She later revealed to her friends that 
she was happy being a woman. 

“When the make-up was finished, I 
felt complete,” she adds. “I looked in 
the mirror and felt gorgeous. I said, ‘I 
look beautiful.’”

But she still hid in the closet. As 
a man, Teri joined the air force. In 
the barracks on the base, she said she 
would hide in the closets and apply 
makeup and dress up in female cloth-
ing. On weekends, she hid from others 
and lived as a female.

 “I knew then, that I had to get out,” 
Teri says. “I stayed two terms but I 
needed to get out.” 

Soon after, she married and had a 
daughter. Teri adds that her daughter 
knows and is supportive. 

Around three or four months ago, 
Teri finally told her sisters. A knot 
formed in her stomach as she tele-
phoned her youngest sister. 

“I just told her, guess how many 
sisters you have,” she says. “She said 
three, and I told her she now had four 
sisters.”

Each sister felt weird at first Teri 
said but they now accept her as a 
woman. She adds that if she ever 
encounters any negativity in the street, 
she tries to stop and educate people 
about who she is.

“You have to be vain to be a trans-
sexual,” Teri says. “You’ve got to look 
at yourself in the mirror and say that 
you are beautiful.” 

Now she says after living as a 
woman, she is proud. To support her-
self, she performs on a live Web cam 
as well as shoots photos for the Queen 
Mary.

She will undergo breast implant 
surgery in July as a birthday present 
to herself. She says she feels sexy as 
a woman though she will not remove 
her sex organ. She says, “it’s like hav-
ing the best of both worlds.

Kristina…
One might not realize seeing her 

for the first time, that she was once 
a police officer. She has lived as a 
female for more than 10 years and just 
recently ended hormone treatments 
due to lack of money. But throughout 
her life, she says she always felt like 
she lived in the wrong body. 

Trying to live the way others thought 
she should live, she suppressed her 
feelings. As a male, he was married 
to a woman for eight years. He hated 
who he was. Though they tried to 
work on the marriage, he sensed his 
depression increasing. His wife soon 
said that she could not take it anymore. 
The divorce was mutual and he has 
not seen her since. 

As his depression grew, he thought 
about suicide. It was the easy way out 
he thought to himself as he stuck the 
.357 Magnum in his mouth.

But before pulling the trigger, he 
saw another solution. 

“I was unhappy with looking the 
way I was,” Kristina says. 

Soon after, he met a support group 
that specialized in transgender issues 
and started seeing a clinical psycholo-
gist. He was relieved that he was able 
to release his feelings to someone.  

He soon realized that he had to 
make choices that would make him 
happy. 

He then became Kristina. She knew 
that telling her family would be hard. 

As a man, she drove to their house. 
Her stomach tied up in knots the closer 
she arrived.

After having dinner and washing 
the dishes, she talked to them. She 
explained that she was a transsexual, 
a person who believes he is the wrong 
gender. 

They told her no matter who she 
was, they would still love her. But 
accepting her new role as Kristina 
was difficult. Her mom met her first; 
her dad still had problems meeting 
Kristina. 

“When the 

make-up 

was fin-

ished, 

I felt 

complete.  

I looked in 

the mirror 

and felt 

gorgeous. I 

said, 

‘I look 

beautiful.’”

—Teri, trans-

sexual

PERFORMERS/ 5

Backstage Performer “Celeste Du Boes” applies the makeup that transforms her into a “diva” for the show. The Queen Mary nightclub is located in Studio City.

From transvestites to transsexuals, performers strut their 
stuff at the Queen Mary nightclub in Studio City

story by Rita Freeman 
photos by Mayra Beltrán
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During the transitional period, it 
was hard for her to get a job.  Having 
so much work history as a male, how 
would people react when she explained 
she was now a female?

She received support from her 
friends when she explained to them 
that she was now living as a full-time 
woman. 

After working at a store, Kristina 
was due for vacation. Still living as 
a male, she transformed into Kristina 
during the vacation. Friends who 
passed by the house would see lights 
turned on and a woman walking 
through the house.

They wondered. 
Kristina left a note explaining 

everything. 
“You can’t get rid of us that quick-

ly,” each friend said after responding 
to the note. 

Now an employee at the Queen 
Mary for more than five years, she 
calls herself a survivor. She will have 
a sex-change operation as soon as 
she saves enough money. Since her 
divorce, she has not been in a serious 
relationship. She lived in her car for 
a short period of time. Her family is 
more accepting of who Kristina is, 
and she now lives with them after her 
father requested she move home. 

The actor…
Because of involvement in film 

industry, this actor has decided to 
remain anonymous. He has performed 
as a female impersonator at the Queen 
Mary for almost 19 years. 

He considers himself an actor 
and an entertainer who performs as 
a female impersonator. He has per-
formed numerous characters from 
Madonna to Austin Powers. 

His first incident in drag came when 
he worked as a dancer for an amuse-
ment park.  He copied a dress for a 
costume party. At a friend’s apartment, 
both turned on a song. He liked what 
he heard and decided to perform it. 

He went to Orange County at a 
fraternity house, got on stage and per-
formed.

“The gig paid $35,” he says. 
He performed on and off for three 

months. He was offered the job at the 
Queen Mary when the owner saw him 
perform at an event called the Goddess 
Ball. 

“It was so funny, because when the 
owner called me, he said ‘you’ve never 
heard of the Queen Mary,’” he says. “I 

said, ‘Yeah, the one in Long Beach.’”
He added that he remembered that 

he knew friends who performed at 
the club.

He did a few guest spots for the club 
and was then offered the job. 

“It’s been a nightmare — it’s been 
up it’s down — I’ve gotten a great 
agent from it,” he says. “For as many 
complaints, I have 10 positives — this 
job has taken me places where I have 
never even dreamed.”

However, he has experienced some 
negativity as a female performer. He 
says that there are tenants with several 
different beliefs in his apartment build-
ing and he adds that people need to be 
educated. One incident that happened 
was when he walked out of his apart-
ment. When the kids nearby him real-
ized who he was, they started laughing 
at him. He walked over and asked 
what was so funny. The children’s par-
ents told the actor that it was wrong to 
perform as a female. 

 The actor, turning to one of the 
children said, “Ask your mom what 
a bigot is.”

The child’s mother, angry and upset, 
confronted him.

“I said that you cannot judge a book 
by its cover,” he says.

He says he becomes offended when 
he is called a “drag queen.”

“In the gay community, when peo-
ple call you ‘drag queen,’ they are 
doing it to be vicious,” he says. 

He remembers a time when a cus-
tomer approached him after a show 
and the guy said, “I really like that that 
guy who did the splits on stage.” 

The actor responded by thanking 
him but a short time later the customer 
said, “Yeah, but I bet he is really ugly 
as a guy.” 

He responded by saying, “Do you 
think I am attractive?” 

The customer replied yes and the 
actor said that he was a man.

Later, while walking behind him 
to his car, he overheard the customer 
call him a drag queen while muttering 
expletives.

His family is very supportive and 
each has come to see his shows at the 
club. 

He has only had two relationships 
that were not long term. He empha-
sizes that he does not want a negative 
energy around him.

“I stay as happy and positive as I 
possibly can and the people that have 
surrounded me now are happy,” he 
says. “I don’t care now if somebody 
asks me out but it is a matter of who I 
can get out as a friend — it’s nice — I 
would much rather have a friend than 

a lover.”
Butch…
At a young age, he knew he wanted 

to be a drag queen. 
“I appeared like a girl more than a 

boy,” Butch says. 
At the school he attended in 

Mississippi, he was a music student.
“At this tiny little school, we were 

fortunate enough to have a minor met-
ropolitan opera student,” Butch says. 

Because of his pure soprano 
voice, he was cast in a production of 
“Carmen.”

Butch relates a story about a science 
teacher who said,  “I know what to 
do with you,” and proceeded to apply 
make-up to the boy’s face. 

The then 10-year-old realized that 
he wanted to perform in drag. 

Now, after more than 50 years per-
forming, Butch, 76, still dresses up and 
announces at the Queen Mary. 

He recalls how glamorous perform-
ing as a drag queen was. He says that 
many people would arrive in limou-
sines and many of the guests were 
celebrities that attended the shows.  
The men would wear long graceful 
and elegant gowns, lavish costumes 
and jewelry.  

Names would be ambiguous — nei-
ther male nor female. Each performer 
would leave with no less than $100 a 
night. 

“People cannot imagine that men 
would look and carry themselves that 
way,” Butch says, adding that the 
men would spend several amounts of 
money for the costumes, stage designs 
and the choreography to perform. He 
says rehearsing for a show sometimes 
took six months to prepare and the 
location of the event would not open 
until preparations were finished. 

“People don’t realize that today it 
would take pounds of money to mount 
that type of show,” he says. 

Butch explains that anyone who 
lip-synched was considered a specialty 
act. Most would perform live; the 
music was live and so was the singing 
and dancing. 

“You would first have to assemble 
people, then have it choreographed 
and then get a costume,” Butch says. 
“And that would take time and lots 
and lots of money.”

In all the years that he has per-
formed, he says that he has never 
really witnessed any negative confron-
tations. He says it might be the way he 
carries himself on the street.

“I’m studying dancing,” Butch says. 
“Sometimes I really stop traffic.” 

Butch has appeared in movies, such 
as “The Rose,” and even a show for 
the Playboy channel.

People who come to club have rec-
ognized him from television. Now tak-
ing care of the mailing list for the club, 
he sometimes spends many hours at 
home looking over letters. 

But he says he will never forget the 
days when performing as a drag queen 
was glamorous.

The show continues…
Soon after, the show begins 

again. This time it’s Mary Catherine 
Gallagher from Saturday Night Live. 
She is wearing her catholic school 
uniform and performing a piece from 
her movie “Superstar.” 

During her performance, she hugs 
a male sitting in the front row and 
rubs the heads of a couple men to 
her breasts. As she receives tips, she 
smells the money. 

She kisses three men in the audience. 
The audience screams with delight. 
Toward the end of her performance, 
she kisses the pole in the middle of 
the floor. Her lipstick smears and the 
audience goes wild.

The show ends on a ‘60s note with 
Austin Powers with a few other per-
formers dancing onstage. 

As the show ends, many women 
stroll to the dance floor in the back. 
On the dance floor, men are picking 
upon exotic-looking women, staring 
at the blond with the belly piercing, 
watching intently as she wraps her 
legs around a pole. 

Two men who enjoy cross-dress-
ing stand in a corner and drink.

“I like dressing up for a sexual 
release from society,” he says.

An hour and a half passes by and 
the lights are turning on. People are 
starting to leave while others stand 
and mingle at the bar. Katrice is out 
of costume, but still dressed as a 
woman. She now wears black capris, 
a curly black-haired wig and plat-
forms. She is joining her friends for 
a drink later.

Kristina’s keys rattle from the belt 
loop of her jeans as she prepares to 
close the club. The bartender is cash-
ing out her drawer. 

Teri grabs her black suede jacket 
and starts waving goodbye to every-
one. 

The actor and Butch have changed. 
Butch has put on his glasses and his 
long gray hair is pulled back in a 
ponytail. He sits near the bar and 
talks to Katrice. Kristina is still run-
ning back and forth. 

Everyone exiting the club stares 
at the cobra head. Kristina, making 
sure that the white transparent cur-
tain on the stages opens and closes 
— it had some problems earlier in 
the evening— breathes a heavy sigh. 
Another show completed, the night is 
over, and Kristina’s keys still rattle. 
She stares down at them.

“My god, I think I have more keys 
than [the owner],” she mutters.

n from page 4
“You have 

to be vain 

to be a 

transsexu-

al. You’ve 

got to look 

at yourself 

in the mir-

ror and say 

that you 

are beauti-

ful.”

—Teri, trans-

sexual

Part of the Crowd Teri, the Queen Mary’s in-house photographer, watches 
the show as performers dance and sing for the audience.

Strutting her Stuff “Celeste Du Boes” is a 
professional dancer, and has danced as a woman 
for four years. During the day she works as an 
assistant administrator in Los Angeles (left).

Getting Ready Katrice applies makeup before 
her performance (top).

Dancing the Night Away A Britney Spears 
impersonator gets the crowd wild (above).



By Raul ascencio
Daily Titan Sports Editor

Three months of tedious afternoon 
training sessions will culminate when the 
Titan track team convenes today for the 
four-day long Big West Championships 
at Long Beach State.

The meet marks CSUF’s 13th team 
competition of the year and according 
to veteran head coach John Elders, the 
event could not have come at a more 
opportune time.

“We have consistently improved 
from week to week over the dozen com-

petitions and now we are at the pinnacle 
of our abilities,” Elders said.  “With 
our team primed and at their peak we 
couldn’t have asked for better schedul-
ing of the Big West [Championships].”

Elders and his flourishing fleet of 
Titans begin their conference title quest 
today as a pair of CSUF representatives 
compete in the first of forty events, the 
two-day long decathlon.

The duo of Titans appointed to take 
on the 10 tasks and possibly contrib-
ute with the Titans first point-rendering 
performances are senior Steve Reh and 
freshman Bryon Snow.  

“They proved at the California 
Invitational that they could compete 
with the best as Steve topped the 6,000 
point pedestal and Byron was close on 
his hills with 5,913 points,” said Elders.  
“They should give our point total a quick 
boost.”

Following Thursday’s completion of 
the decathlon, the normative track and 

field events will take center stage, com-
prising the second half of the champion-
ship venue.

Leading the pack of Titan speedsters, 
is sophomore standout Richard Adams.  
Adams boasts the second fastest confer-
ence time and the CSUF school record 
in the 400-meter hurdles (51.38).

Complementing Adams’ prospective 
adrenaline-induced performance on the 
track will be the cast of Titan leapers 
touch-downing in the sandpit.  The all-
star array of jumpers, groomed by World 
Champion Long-jumper Mike Powell, 
includes CSUF triple jump record hold-
ers junior Ana Doty and sophomore Joe 
Thomas and long jump record-boaster 
junior Brandon Campbell.

“Our jumpers are a potent part of our 
attack,” Elders said.  “But they are only a 
part of the whole, and if we come togeth-
er as a unit, like we have throughout the 
season, there is no doubt in my mind that 
we will come home successful.”
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Titans head to beach 
to reel in Big West 
nTRACK: CSUF is 
among 8 teams com-
peting at Long Beach 
State to decide 2001 
conference champions

KiRA HoRvATH/Daily Titan
Athlete of the week, Amber Reardon won her flight in the discus.

Topping 
wins top 
honors
nSoFTBALL: Nine 
Titans earn Big 
West recognition to 
finish off first-place 
regular season

Big West Conference awards 
were handed out yesterday and 
the Cal State Fullerton Titans 
were well represented.

Off of a 46-12 record and 19-2 
in the conference, CSUF had nine 
players earn either first or second 
team Big West honors.

Grabbing first team honors 
were pitchers Jodie Cox, Gina 
Oaks, catcher Jenny Topping, 
infielder Monica Lucatero, out-
fielder Yasmin Mossadeghi and 
infielder Brittany Ziegler.

Mossadeghi ranked second 
in the league in batting average, 
slugging percentage and runs bat-
ted in.

Second team honors were gar-
nered by pitcher Christy Robitaille, 
infielder Amanda Hockett and 
outfielder Kristy Halagarda.  

Topping topped off her stellar 
season by being named the Big 
West Player of the Year.

Topping led the conference in 
nine of 15 offensive categories 
and she won the “triple crown” 
with a .423 batting average, 14 
home runs and 58 RBI.  On the 
national scene, she has the 14th 
highest batting average, her home 
run total ranks 20th and she is ran.  
The Titans hit .295 as a team and 
had a .450 slugging percentage.

CSUF begins regional play as 
the second seed in the NCAA 
Regional held at Arizona tomor-
row against Texas Tech at noon.

—Daily Titan Staff Reports

Rodman takes center stage with outrageous 

By Melanie Bysouth 
Daily Titan Staff Writer

If only getting Dennis Rodman out of 
Newport Beach were as easy as getting him out 
of the NBA.

After an outrageous party on Sunday, which 
featured live bands, 300 guests and a helicopter 
arrival, Rodman was charged with three counts 
of disturbing the peace and one count of playing 
live music without a permit.

The Federal Aviation Administration may 
also be filing charges against Rodman for his 
illegal helicopter landing on the beach.

If convicted, he could receive up to one year 

in jail and a $1,000 fine.
I don’t think so.
County prosecutors are sending Rodman to 

jail for a loud party? No way.
And as for the fine, do you actually think he 

cares?
Double it, triple it, multiply it by 10 and the 

man will laugh at it, pay it and begin planning 
his next party instantaneously.

The simple fact is no matter how loud and 
crazy the parties become, nothing will ever hap-
pen to Rodman.

He knows that his neighbors can complain 
and the police can show up, and after a small 
fine it will all go away.

Since moving to his Newport home in 1998, 
Rodman has racked up more than 70 police vis-
its and $3,000 in fines — and the fun continues 
with no end in sight.

Not that Newport Beach is a mad haven of 
crime but the police could certainly spend their 
time more productively than chaperoning The 
Worm’s parties.

Perhaps his persistence to defy authority 
stems from his days in the NBA when he was 
forced to contain his wild side and behave in a 
civil manner.

Yeah right.
During his 14 years in the NBA, Rodman 

proved to be one of the best rebounders to ever 
play the game. 

Yet what he will be best remembered for 
will not be his talent but rather his ridiculous 
behavior.

For Rodman, every game was a chance to 
show off his new tattoo, his new hair color and 
his old attitude.

Between blowing kisses at the rival bench, 
throwing ice at the referees and kicking camera-
men in the crotch during his stint with the NBA, 
Rodman managed to get himself ejected from 
24 games and earn more than 2,800 personal 
fouls and 210 technical fouls.

Regardless of his flamboyant and disruptive 
behavior, it was not until he started missing 
practices that the Dallas Mavericks removed 

him from the roster.
He acted like a child because he could. He 

got away with it then and he is getting away 
with it now.

What motivation does he have to behave in 
Newport Beach?

The police can’t seem to do anything because, 
ironically, they lack the power and authority of 
the NBA referees, but in the end it was his 
juvenile behavior that squashed his basketball 
career. 

After his pathetic departure from the Los 
Angeles Lakers, spending just 48 days in the 
purple and gold jersey, Rodman wore out his 
Dallas welcome in less than a month.

In his first five games as a Maverick he had 
accomplished a mismatch of statistics that per-
fectly exemplified his time with the league.

Seventy-five rebounds, four technical fouls, 
two ejections, one suspension and $13,500 in 
league fines.

And seven games later, he was gone.
If only Newport Beach was so lucky.

nCoMMENTARY: Newport 
Beach police, like the NBA, 
discover that fines will not 
stop the antics of “The Worm” 


