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CSUF welcomes high school seniors

By AnnAlizA GAnchinGco
daily Titan staff Writer

Bright-eyed and eager, high school 
seniors wandered around the universi-
ty campus April 13 during “Welcome 
to Cal State Fullerton Day.” 

More than 500 students attended 
the event. Some came with parents, 

while others came with friends or by 
themselves. 

Some students wanted to become 
more familiar with the campus they 
will attend in the fall, while others 
were just viewing their options.

“Welcome to Cal State Fullerton 
Day” is a way for incoming students 
to get a head start on their college edu-
cation. Under a large tent tables were 
set up for the different clubs, organi-
zations and colleges. Informational 
pamphlets and treats were given to 
students that stopped by the tables.

“It’s convenient for students to 
have all the offices in one location,” 
said Thuy Tran, supportive adminis-
trator for testing services.

Alongside the information table 

was the sign-up sheet for a campus 
tours that were offered. The majority 
of the students signed up for it, which 
was about 45 minutes long. Tour 
guides showed them the sights around 
campus and told them a little about 
the history of the university. 

“I didn’t realize that this school 
had so much history,” said Amit 
Utamchandani, a senior at Irvine 
High School.

Three other separate tours at Cobb 
residence halls, the university honors 
and scholars center, the College of 
Engineering and Computer Science 
facilities, laboratories and student 
projects.

“The campus tours help,” said 
Traci Ballantyne, a Ramona High 

School senior. “The first day won’t 
be so scary.”

Workshops were available at the 
same time as the tours, giving the 
visitors a chance to view the campus 
at the time of their choice. 

The workshops helped answer 
questions that incoming freshman had 
about financial aid and registration 
procedures. 

Workshops about freshman pro-
grams and the university honors 
program were also being offered. 
Although the freshman programs 
workshop seemed like the one every-
one wanted to go to, a few found their 
way into the other workshops like the 
one given by Dean of Students , Larry 
Martin.

“It’s a great way for them to find 
out all the information,” said Martin. 
“It’s a one stop shop.”

Martin conducted the workshop 
on what to do after you have been 
accepted to the university. During his 
45-minute presentation he gave hints 
aimed at making beginning stages 
of college life easier. Some of his 
topics included financial aid, hous-
ing, placement tests and new student 
orientation.

Some of the students were there to 
take their placement tests. 

Both the entry-level math exam 
and the English placement test were 
offered that day. These tests will let 
the students know what math and 
English class level they should take 

in the fall. 
“This is my favorite university 

activity,” said Tom Johnson, associate 
dean for academic programs for the 
College of Business and Economics. 
“You get to see fresh faces and it 
gives them the chance to window 
shop; it’s more interesting talking to 
people.”

Johnson, along with Rob Miyake, 
assistant dean for college of business, 
gave out information to students inter-
ested in accounting and business. 

“Many are deciding what college 
to attend, this way we can put our best 
foot forward,” Miyake said about the 
welcome day.

nToUR: More than 
500 students visited 
the university as part 
of “Welcome to Cal 
State Fullerton Day”

LaiLa DeRakhshanian/Daily Titan
Many Orange County residents waited until the last minute to file and mail off their taxes in order to make the April 15 deadline. 

Last minute...

By heAther BAer
daily Titan Perspectives editor

Tapping her foot as she impatient-
ly checked her watch, Janice Katz 
stood holding her taxes with a grimac-

ing and frustrated look on her face. 
For the Fullerton resident, April 15 was 
anything but a fun day. 

It was a day which had been 
looming over her head for weeks, 
but like most people she waited until 
the last minute to send her taxes. 
“I admit I’m just lazy,” Katz said 
as she stood in line at the Placentia 
Post Office on Kraemer Boulevard. “I 
knew this day was coming but I had so 
many things to do. It just kind of snuck 
up on me.”

Katz isn’t alone. Many Southern 
California residents waited until the 
last minute to file their taxes, and had 

to stand in long lines at the post office.
Patty Baldi, a Huntington Beach 

resident, was at the Placentia Post 
Office not to mail her taxes but to pick 
up Internal Revenue Service forms to 
complete them.

“I haven’t even done mine yet, so 
I am a bit stressed at this point, but I 
know that I will get them done,” Baldi 
said. “Usually I have an accountant do 
them but this year I just didn’t get them 
done. But they should be easy, I’m not 
worried.”

To prepare for the increase in mail, 
many Southland post offices extended 
their hours to accommodate last-min-

ute customers. David Mazer, manager 
of public affairs for the post office, said 
although there will be a significant 
increase in the number of parcels 
mailed, most postal employees would 
not be working overtime.

“People are out there accepting mail 
until midnight but only a few are put-
ting in extra hours,” Mazer said. “We 
know that most people wait until the 
last minute to send their federal and 
state taxes, so we made the necessary 
preparations.” 

Mazer said Southern California post 

npRoCRasTina-
Tion: Many Orange 
County residents stood 
in long lines at post 
offices as they sent out 

Youths explore 
officer careers

By conchitA ViAdo
daily Titan staff Writer

Criminal law, felony car stops and 
DUIs are just a few things that the 
Brea Police Explorers are trained to 
deal with.

Through this program, the Brea 
Police Department allows young men 
and women the opportunity to gain 
actual training and experience in the 
police services in a variety of fields. 

“[The training] could be anything 
from building searches, ACT training, 
which is arrest and control techniques, 
baton [training], hand-cuffing and how 
to control someone. It’s all those sort of 
things and physical training as well,” 
said police officer and head adviser 
Phil Rodriguez. “We also try to get 
people here who are experts in their 
fields and they come in and do a ses-
sion for them.”  

The Explorers have received train-
ing from experts of domestic violence, 
financial crime, hostage negotiation and 
narcotics. The Brea Fire Department 
also trains in first aid.

“[It’s] basically just preparation for 
their job,” said police officer and assis-
tant adviser Chris Harvey. 

“The inspection part is preparation 
for the police academy, which is ulti-
mately in preparation for stress training 
and being able to handle people yelling 
at you and keeping your composure. It 
instills discipline.”

Rodriguez, along with officers 
and assistant advisers Harvey, Adam 
Hawley, Shannon Buckles and Tony 
Barbosa oversee the program. 

Lt. Dennis Gray supervises the entire 
program, which is affiliated with the 
Boy Scouts of America.  Through this 
organization, Explorers practice vari-
ous types of skills required of career 

officers and enables them to gain valu-
able experience in police services.  

“One of our goals is just to prepare 
them for whatever career that they 
choose,” Rodriguez said. 

Explorers meet every Tuesday, with 
the exception of the last Tuesday of 
every month.

Rodriguez said that going to the 
academy is probably “10 times worse” 
than what the Brea Police Explorers 
do.

“We just want to prepare them for 
that,” he said.

The Brea Police Explorers Post 
#882 has the opportunity to participate 
in various competitions. The Explorers 
are preparing to go to the biannual 
National Police Explorer Conference 
in Arizona this summer.

“There are going to be Explorers 
from basically all over the country,” 
Rodriguez said.  

They also participate in the annu-
al Garden Grove Police Explorer 
Competition.

Within the post there are Explorers, 
Explorer corporals, an Explorer ser-
geant and an Explorer lieutenant. 

The Brea post has three corporals: 
Nick Johnston, 15, Chris Furusawa, 
15, and Jeff Heck, 15. Greg Gonzales, 
17, is the sergeant and Chris Earle, 16, 
is the lieutenant.  

The Brea Police Explorers Post is 
a stepping-stone for those who would 
like to continue their career in the 
police services.

At the Brea Police Department 30 
to 40 percent of the officers, includ-
ing Rodriguez and Harvey, have been 
through an Explorer program.

“[I am in the program] because I 
want to be a police officer,” Gonzales 
said. “You learn self-discipline. You 
learn a lot of police tactics. Things 
you’ll need when you’re a police offi-
cer.  But most importantly, self-disci-
pline.”

Earle said he agrees with Gonzales 
and believes that the program has 
taught him responsibility, time man-
agement, teamwork, how to handle 
pressure, unity and how to keep com-

npoLiCe: Teen-agers 
go through numerous 
training routines to 
learn about being law 
enforcement officials
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Students volunteer to clean up local beach-

By Jenn stewArt
daily Titan staff Writer

Like pirates inspecting their treasure, 
divers emerged from the murky water 
and began sifting through their netted 
bags.

However, instead of gold and jewels, 
the divers’ treasures included antique 
beer cans, plastic cups and long-forgotten 
Doritos bags.

The divers, including four Cal State 

Fullerton graduate students, were part 
of the Orange County Coast Keeper’s 
(OCCK) Huntington Harbor clean-up 
day.

“We decided we wanted to hold our 
own activity in celebration of Earth Day,” 
said Beth Nerrie, project coordinator for 
OCCK. “We want to get more involved 
in Huntington Beach.”

Some residents of the harbor volun-
teered time and boats to take others out 
on trash-collecting expeditions.

Volunteers who were not assigned to 
boats, walked along the coast picking 
up neglected trash and debris since there 
was a shortage of watercraft.

“We had more people show up than 
we expected. We had to scramble at the 
last minute to find jobs for everyone,” 
Nerrie said. “A few more boats would 
have been nice.”

During a lunch break the volunteers 

sat laughing and sharing stories about 
their clean-up adventures on the cool, 
overcast Saturday morning,

The organization supplied breakfast, 
lunch and T-shirts to the volunteers but it 
was the “sense of doing something” that 
the volunteers relished.

“It feels good because you know you 
are doing something. You know you’re 
helping and not just sitting at home 
watching TV, and at the same time, it’s 
fun,” said Laura Rivas, a sophomore at 
Santa Ana High School.

Nineteen students from a SAHS biol-
ogy class volunteered their time to their 
community. There was also a group of 
students from Golden West College. 

“It’s sad that (students) don’t care 
about the beach and don’t help clean up 
since they’re the ones who use it,” said 

kaTie CUmpeR/Daily Titan
Mike Rowinsky dives into the Huntington Harbor to pick up trash.

nenViRonmenT: 
CSUF graduates helped 
rid Huntington Harbor of 
garbage as part of the 
Earth Day celebration
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Waiting until the



CALENDAR OF EVENTSCaLenDaR oF eVenTs
Community

The Brea Community Center 
presents an evening of Big Band 
sounds April 19 from 7:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. Advance tickets are 
available at the Brea Community 
Center for $10 and for $12 at the 
door. For more information, call 
(714) 671-4428.

The Garden Grove Playhouse 
presents “The Woman in Black,” 
the ghost play by Stephen 
Malatratt, April 19 through May 10. 
Ticket prices are $12 for general 
admission and $11 for seniors and 
students. For more information, 
call (714) 897-5122.

The Grand Central Art Gallery 
in Santa Ana presents “Island 
Bop,” a monthly bebop series 
hosted by Karen Gallinger, April 16 

from 8 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 for general 

admission and $5 for students. For 
more information, call (714) 567-
7233.

The Newport Beach Film 
Festival will take place April 11 to 
April 19. This event is the largest 
film festival in Orange County and 
a number of Cal State Fullerton 
students are producing and 
coordinating spotlight and special 
events. For more information, call 
(949) 253-2880.

The musical “Mark and Barbara 
Frog” plays in Los Angeles 
through April 29. Admission is $10. 
For more information, call (310) 
586-0114 or (323) 653-4848.

The Grand Central Art 
Gallery in Santa Ana hosts an 

exhibit called “Auction Portraits-
Photography” through April 28. 
For more information, call (714) 
567-7233.

   
Campus

The Women’s Center & Adult 
Reentry will have a workshop 
called “Women: From Victimization 
to Personal Power” April 17 at 
noon in UH 205. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-3889.

The Department of Music pres-
ents pianist Serge Martinchuk April 
16 at 8 p.m. in the Recital Hall of 
the Performing Arts Center. For 
more information, call (174) 278-
3371.

The Department of Music 
presents the “Music Associates 
Performance Awards Competition 

Winners Recital” April 17 at 8 
p.m. in the Recital Hall of the 
Performing Arts Center. For more 
information, call (714) 278-3371.

The Computer Science 
Department is sponsoring a semi-
nar entitled “Laying the Foundation 
for Reliable Web Applications” 
April 16 at noon in the Computer 
Science Building Room 101.

The College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences will host a lecture 
called “Higher Education Reform 
in Vietnam: ‘In Preparation for 
Globalization’” April 17 from 2:45 
p.m. to 3:45 p.m. in H-225.

A Town Hall Discussion, 
“Voices from the Sidelines: Issues 
of Culture, Gender and Sexual 
Orientation,” will take place April 16 
at 7:30 p.m. in the TSU. For more 
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CsUF faculty member 
receives wang Family 

excellence award 

Hallie Yopp-Slowik, a profes-
sor of elementary bilingual and 
reading education from Cal 
State Fullerton, was one recipi-
ent of this year’s the fourth 
annual Wang Family Excellence 
Award.

Along with Yopp-Slowik, an 
administrator from Cal Poly 
Pomona and faculty members 
from CSU Sacramento, San 
Diego State University, San 
Jose State University were 
recipients of the recognition. 

The CSU Foundation 
picked Wayne Bidlack, William 
Doorman, Margaret McKerrow, 
Herbert Silber and Yopp-Slowik 
out of more than 60 nominees 
throughout the CSU system. 
Each recipient will receive a 
$20,000 award.

Established in 1998 by 
trustee Stanley T. Wang, the 
awards are designed to honor 
outstanding administrators and 
faculty who excelled in their 
areas of assignments and aca-
demic disciplines.

CSU presidents annually 
nominate one administrator and 
one faculty member from each 
of the four discipline categories.

Recipients of the Wang 
Family Excellence awards 
will be recognized at the CSU 
Trustees meeting on Tuesday, 
May 14. 

Yopp-Slowik is a 16-year 
professor of elementary, bilin-
gual and reading education at 
CSUF.  

She earned her doctorate in 
education from UC Riverside 
and obtained degrees in psy-
chology and education, as well 
as a teacher’s credential from 
CSUF. 

Yopp-Slowik is a recognized 

scholar in the field of early lit-
eracy, along with an expertise 
in the phonetic building blocks 
necessary to successful read-
ing acquisition. 

music Department 
hosts recital 

Presented by the Cal State 
Fullerton Music Department, 
pianist Serge Martinchuk will be 
performing a piano recital at the 
Recital Hall, Tuesday, April 16 
at 8 p.m

He will perform music from 
Mozart, Rachmaninoff and 
Prokofiev.

Martinchuk received his 
master’s of music degree at 
UCLA and is pursuing a doc-
torate of musical arts in piano 
performing at UCSB with Paul 
Berkowitz . 

He participated in mas-
ter classes with former 
Tchaikovsky Competition chair 
Lev Vlasenko, Leon Fleisher 
and Jerome Lowenthal.

Martinchuk’s performance 
of Beethoven’s Third Piano 
Concerto with the West 
Symphony aired on Santa 
Barbara’s and Ventura’s all-
classical radio station. 

Martinchuk taught at the 
Master’s College in Santa 
Clarita and Westmount College 
in Santa Barbara. He also 
teaches piano at CSUF and 
holds a teaching assistantship 
at UCSB. 

Tickets are $8 general 
admission, $5 with Titan 
Discount, and are available at 
the Performing Arts Center box 
office, online at tickets.com and 
one hour prior to the perfor-
mance.

For more information, con-
tact the box office at (714) 278-
3371. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTSCop BLoTTeR
monday, april 8

Police were called to Carl’s 
Jr. at 2:10 p.m., where some-
one reported his or her cell 
phone and wallet stolen.  The 
phone had been active, as 
well as the credit cards, since 
reported.

Tuesday, april 9

At 12:09 a.m., campus 
police pulled over a green Geo 
with California license plates 
while southbound on Placentia 
Avenue toward Chapman 
Avenue. Police had a warrant 
for the driver, Lorena Gomez, 
for three separate traffic 
offenses totaling $65,000.  The 
driver was taken to an Orange 
County jail.

wednesday, april 10

While on South Campus 
Drive, campus police sought 
after a white Ford for outstand-
ing parking fees.  Through 
investigation, police later found 
out driver was paid up at the 
Parking and Transportation.

A vehicle was stopped at 
10:17 p.m., heading north-
bound on Associated Road 
passing Bastanchury Road.  
A blue Chevy with California 
plates was cited for driving 
without a license.  A Spanish 
interpreter was needed.  

A non-injury traffic accident 
was reported to police at 11:18 
p.m. in Lot C.  A vehicle had a 
run-in with a sign.  

Thursday, april 11

Public safety was called to 
the bookstore at 9:09 a.m., 
where a 23-year-old female 
was held in detention waiting 
for police’s arrival.  She alleg-
edly took a highlighter.  She 
was described as white with 
blond hair and wearing a blue 
sweatshirt and jeans with a 
black backpack.  

At 10:07 a.m., police were 
called to Lot A where a Toyota 
Tercel was on fire.  The fire 
department was called and 
was unable to maneuver in the 
aisle due to traffic.

Police responded to a call at 
10:12 a.m. from University Hall 
from a female reporting that 

someone possibly followed her 
home from school last night.  

saturday, april 13

Public safety pulled over a 
white Ford Mustang at 11:57 
p.m. at Hollyoak and Mountain 
Ridge for expired registration.  
Brookhurst Tow was enroute.

sunday, april 14

At 8:05 a.m., Public 
Safety aided a stopped 
vehicle at Nutwood and Titan.  
Passenger complained of 
pains and was six months 
pregnant.  AMR transported 
victim to Family Planning and 
family member came to pick 
up other children.
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Students 
still face big-

kRT CampUs
Patty Cramer (left), Shanise McWilliams (center) and Kate Wootrang (right) relax after chemistry class at St. Cloud State University.

By KristinA torres
Knight Ridder Newspapers

 
ST. CLOUD, Minn. - Shahjehan 

Ganny, a Pakistani student, doesn’t get 
why his campus seems to have such a 
hard time with diversity.

Geoffrey Tabakin, a Jewish profes-
sor, says he understands all too well.

Shanise McWilliams, a black stu-
dent, says it’s been fine.

And Roy Saigo, an easy-talking 
American farm boy of Japanese heri-
tage? 

“Give us a little time,” said St. Cloud 
State University’s fourth president in 
10 years. “It’s difficult to change atti-
tudes and minds.”

Complaints of racism on the St. 
Cloud State campus go back more than 
a decade and include charges of anti-
Semitism, bias and retaliation - such as 
racist fliers on campus and alleged Heil 
Hitler salutes from colleagues. More 
than five months ago, three professors 
and a student filed a federal lawsuit 
against the school. Then reports by the 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
of Minnesota and the Dakotas and 
the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission questioned the school’s 
credibility in dealing with diversity.

A few weeks ago, the school suf-
fered its latest zing: a letter sent by 
black faculty to high school counselors 
warning that residency here “can be 
hazardous for black people.”

St. Cloud State’s administration does 
not deny it has a problem. The question 
is whether there can be agreement 
among the administration and various 
groups about how to fix it. 

Saigo is trying to move the school 
beyond the controversy. His efforts 
are being met with distrust and skepti-
cism.

Saigo voluntarily stepped into the 
center of the controversy less than 

two years ago by accepting a job. He 
had criss-crossed the country, rising 
through academia’s ranks along the 
way. He is no stranger to racial indigni-
ties. He has been asked how he learned 
to “talk English good.” He says he 
shares the “rage.”

He has developed a cache of talking 
points to try to turn the tide:

• The school’s official nondiscrimi-
nation statement now underscores the 
“value” of diversity in race, religion 
and ethnicity. Two surveys are under 
way to examine campus climate.

• The school is trying to recruit more 
people of color, who currently make up 
about 23 percent of administrators, 15 
percent of faculty and 3.6 percent of 
domestic students. There are about 950 
international students.

• The school hired a full-time inves-
tigator to look at complaints of dis-
crimination.

• Saigo is a member of the city’s 
Racial Harmony leadership group. 
Nationally, he is spearheading a call for 
colleges to stop using Native American 
mascots. 

• The school is requiring diversity 
training for students, staff and faculty.

“These relationships take time,” 
Saigo said. “Even if we have issues, I 
believe we’re looking for the same end 
product.”

Saigo’s talking points aren’t the 
approach some were seeking.

“We need to move to open debate 
and discussion of these issues,” said 
Tabakin, an education professor and a 
vocal critic who has filed complaints 
about anti-Semitism almost every 
other year during his 13 on campus. He 
is party to the federal lawsuit against 
St. Cloud and is still waiting for anti-
Semitism to be specifically included in 
the school’s nondiscrimination state-
ment, as he believes was agreed to as 
far back as a 1990 grievance settle-
ment. 

In the lawsuit, Tabakin and others 
allege that Jewish faculty members 
have been told that offices previously 
occupied by Jewish professors need 
to be “fumigated” and that a former 
department chair said that Nazi SS 
Storm Troopers were “wonderful peo-
ple.” 

Tabakin said he was told that if he 

had concerns, he should “take it to the 
Wailing Wall.”

Except to acknowledge that bad 
things happened, Saigo talks least 
about the past. Maybe that’s because 
he wasn’t at St. Cloud State. 

Those who were find it hard to 
ignore the past and a system that they 
say failed them.

As an example, both the Jewish 
Community Relations Council and 
EEOC reports noted problems with 
the school’s affirmative action office, 
including the apparent lack of disciplin-
ary action for violations. The Jewish 
council’s report went so far as to say 
the school’s due process was seen as 
“hopelessly compromised.”

Saigo said he’s trying to change that 
perception … or reality.

About 18 faculty and 14 students 
identify themselves as Jewish.

By anthropology professor Robert 
Lavenda’s estimate, 40 percent of 
Jewish faculty that were here in 1993 
are now gone.

“Is there a policy (to get rid of 
Jews)? No,” says Lavenda. “But the 
institution has not been alert to the 
way people have been treated by their 
colleagues or departments, and they 
haven’t looked at the pattern.”

So what about the students? With 
16,000 students, St. Cloud State is the 
second-largest university in Minnesota, 
and the administration readily points to 
an increase in freshmen admissions of 
students of color.

But have the students really found 
their experience “hazardous,” as the 
faculty letter and some events have 
suggested?

 Examples included with the letter 
documented accounts through the late 

1990s of cases involving racial inci-
dents or allegations: a Molotov cocktail 
thrown through the off-campus apart-
ment window of an interracial couple 
in 1998; a 1992 story about a fledging 
student group tired with the “foot-drag-
ging” about racism; and a 1988 article 
about racism on campus and minori-
ties’ lack of trust in the system.

McWilliams, the 22-year-old junior 
who graduated from St. Paul’s Johnson 
High School, said she’s had no prob-
lems on campus and was shocked 
when she read the recent letter.

“We move two steps forward, and 
we lose one step with something like 
that,” McWilliams says.

Danielle Simons, 21, a fourth-year 
black student said that during her fresh-
man year, a friend had a racial slur 
written on his dormitory door. 

The way everyone responded, 

Simons said, was nothing but positive, 
and it’s continued that way.

Shahjehan Ganny, the 23-year-old 
student government president, said he 
got involved on campus after a bad 
experience with a professor he alleges 
was racist (he can’t discuss details 
because of his settlement), followed by 
an even worse experience lodging his 
complaint through official channels. 
He said he got the runaround. 

“We need people who are actually 
willing to make time to work on this,” 
said Ganny, who will graduate this 
spring. “We don’t disagree with any-
thing the letter says.”

Is there hope for St. Cloud State to 
emerge from the ongoing controversy 
and make significant advances? 

“We have to start making baby steps,” 
says faculty association President 
Theresia Fisher as she describes the 

nRaCism: Complaints 
of discrimination, which 
include anti-Semitism, 
continue to plague St. 
Cloud State University
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offices expected six million pieces 
of extra mail– all tax-related. Some 
Southland residents however, were 
prepared for tax day and mailed off 
their taxes weeks ago.

“My friends and I usually mail our 
taxes in advance because we don’t 
want to wait in those long lines,” said 
Placentia resident Merna Denmark. 
“I had to wait in line after all those 
people to pick up my mail, and I 
already filed my taxes. I was just here 
to get my mail.”

While many residents waited in 
post office lines, others opted to file 
their taxes at home electronically. 

“Hey I’m just here to get the infor-
mation I need to file my taxes,” Baldi 
said yesterday at 3:30 p.m. “I have 
until midnight to file these. That’s 
plenty of time.”

TAXES
n from page 1

Gisela Risco, a psychology student from 
Golden West.

The dive team scoured the bottom of 
the harbor collecting refuse that was hid-
den from unsuspecting eyes.

“There was a lot of stuff that I was 
afraid to touch,” said Everett Yee, a 
CSUF graduate student.

As the divers began to sift through the 
silt-covered trash they found octopi, fish 
and other sea-creatures that had made 
makeshift homes out of the hidden trash.

As Susan Frich, a CSUF graduate 
student and scuba diver, dropped a tiny-
tentacled octopus back into the muddy 
harbor it inked a farewell as it propelled 
itself back into the abyss.

“It really felt like we were doing 
something good,” Frich said.

The parking lot on Warner near Pacific 
Coast Highway acted as the event’s 
headquarters and was filled with sponsor 
booths, which were offering literature 
and information about various water pol-
lution related issues.

During the 1960s, when the 
Huntington Harbor was being designed, 
the City Council allowed the land to be 
developed as park and recreation land, 
leaving the clean-up effort to the park 
department without any designated fund-
ing, according to an Orange County 
Register article. Huntington Harbor resi-
dents said they feel that the health of the 
watershed often falls into their hands and 
out of their pockets.

“I’ve lived here for [more than] 10 
years and I hear people complaining 

about the state of the harbor and then 
I hear them complaining about having 
to pay for it out of their own pockets,” 
said Paula Coker, a Huntington Harbor 
resident. “I understand what they’re say-
ing, but on the other hand, if we don’t do 
it, who will?”

The OCCK hopes that with this event 
Huntington Beach and other Orange 
County residents will become more 
involved.

The Huntington Beach coastline 
receives run-off water from the gutters, 
lawns and rain, from 13 cities as well as 
run-off from the Santa Ana River, which 
drains the Inland Empire, according to 
the City of Huntington Beach Public 
Works Department.

“The harbor clean-up is a great idea, 
it’s for yourself and for the people,” 
Risco said.

HARBOR
n from page 1

kaTie CUmpeR/Daily Titan
Erin Cox shows a piece of “trash” she found living at the harbor.

Spectators are ‘Fools’ for Simon produc-

By ryAn hoppe
daily Titan staff Writer

“Oohs,” “aahs” and “yowsers” 
resounded from the audience as the cur-
tain fell during the Actor’s Co-op perfor-

mance of “Fools” by Neil Simon. 
The play, reminiscent of many small 

theater productions, filled the 99 seats 
of the Crossley Terrace Theatre on the 
grounds of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Hollywood.

The play, which runs through May 
12 tells the story of Leon Tolchinsky, 
an eager young schoolteacher on his 
first assignment in Kulyenchikov, a tiny 
Ukrainian hamlet cursed for the last 200 
years with stupidity. Because everyone in 
the village is an idiot, Tolchinsky, played 
by Jeff Charlton, has his work cut out for 
him. He soon falls in love with Sophia 
Zubritsky, a beautiful, empty-headed 

blonde played by Amy Landers. Since 
she has only just learned to sit down, she 
presents quite a challenge for the school-
teacher.Later in the tale, Tolchinsky finds 
out that his time is limited and if he does 
not break the curse within 24 hours, he 
too will lose all intelligence.

The play’s writing seems hasty. 
Although humorous, and often hilari-
ous, at certain parts it seemed as if 
Simon did not always think through his 
revisions of errors in the plot. In one 
scene, Tolchinsky is suddenly adopted 
by Count Youskevitch in order to break 
the curse. It seems too convenient that as 
soon as the problem arises, it is solved.

Also, Tolchinsky rejects the curse 
and avoids becoming stupid after his 
24 hours end. This extends his stay 
in Kulyenchikov. Simon started with 
a great idea, however, it needs more 
development and more depth to make 
it perfect.The play grabs the attention 
of the audience from beginning to end 
as all the characters convincingly play 
their roles as stupid villagers. The set 
design also is very impressive. Large 
sections of the set move silently across 
the stage with no apparent operators. The 
comedy splits evenly between the town 
square and the Zubritsky residence. The 
sets share a common sliding wall that 

helps transitions with its quick, noiseless 
movement.

Sound is well done, with certain 
sound effects such as splashing or 
mandolin playing done in time with 
actors’ movements. The actors’ co-op is 
a private organization in its 10th season. 
The company has won many awards, 
including the Margaret Harford Award 
for “Sustained Achievement in Smaller 
Theatre” and the Charlie Award for 
“Excellence in Theatre Arts.” The com-
pany has been putting on productions at 
Crossley Theatres on the grounds of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Hollywood 
since 1989.

nReView: Although 
the comedic play could 
have been better in 
some aspects, it still 
humored the audience
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Remembering those who perished in 

By BenJAmin BecKer
special to the Titan

While the streets of Westwood 
were plagued with traffic signs, pro-
testers, road blockades, police and 
traffic, Shawn Amid sat in silence, 
in the middle of the bustle, remem-
bering when six million Jews were 
killed by Adolf Hitler’s regime.

“It’s good to remember and to 
come together,” Amid said. 

Approximately 3,000 people 
came together at Sinai Temple in 
Westwood on Sunday to commemo-
rate Holocaust Remembrance Day.  

“We’re here to ensure the world 
hears all the stilled voices,” said 
Temple Rabbi David Wolpe.  “We 

want to preserve their memory and 
their voice.” 

Organizers kept security tight as 
more than 100 police officers were 
present to keep the flow of the pro-
gram safe.  

Snipers were also decked on top 
of nearby buildings with guns in 
hands waiting for disaster. 

Most roads surrounding the tem-
ple were blocked and many cars 
were subject to searches by the 
police.  Metal detectors decorated 
the entrance to the temple.

“This is a time to remember shared 
values that Israelis and Americans 
hold,” said Gov. Gray Davis.  

Wolpe’s speech began the ceremo-
ny as other speakers including Davis, 
and Los Angeles Mayor James Hahn 
followed. But the man most people 
were looking forward to was Dennis 
B. Ross, U.S. Ambassador to Israel, 
whose presence sent the entire tem-
ple into applause. 

Ross started his speech that cen-
tered on the current Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict in the Middle East.

“There is a rising tide of anti-

Semitism,” Ross said. “The violence 
began as an intifada (uprising).  It 
is no longer an intifada where kids 
throw rocks.  It is a war.”

Ross spoke much of his experi-
ences of trying to broker peace with 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
calling him a man who “commits 
to something,” but does “not follow 
through.”

Ross has played a significant role 
in the Middle East peace process 
by serving on both the Bush and 
Clinton administrations as a policy 
adviser. 

He worked closely with Secretaries 
of State James Baker, Warren 
Christopher and Madeleine Albright 
and also received the presidential 
medal for “Distinguished Federal 
Civilian Service.”

“We must remember the Holocaust 
in all its barbaric detail…to prevent 
it from happening once more,” Davis 
said.  “The Holocaust redefined our 
understanding of man’s capacity for 
evil.”

The governor added that people 
must show support for the State of 

Israel.  
Davis then presented the Jewish 

community with a plaque recogniz-
ing Holocaust Remembrance Week 
as April 7 through April 14, 2002. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day 
(which falls on a different date every 
year) marks the anniversary of the 
Warsaw Ghetto uprising on April 
19, 1943.  

Thousands of Polish Jews revolt-
ed against Hitler’s army, refusing to 
board trains that would lead them to 
their death. 

Attendees, such as Yuval Rotem, 
the consul general of Israel in Los 
Angeles, have not forgotten that his-
toric moment.  

“You cannot bury the evidence,” 
Rotem said.  “We, the Jewish people, 
are still here and we will be here 
forever.”

At the end of the ceremony, all of 
the honored guests were invited to 
help “light the flames of memory” 
by lighting six white candles signify-
ing the six million Jews killed in the 
Holocaust.  A poem was read and 
then the concert singers sang Zog 

nCommemoRaTion: 
About 3,000 people  
gathered at the Sinai 
Temple in Westwood 
to honor those killed 

Benjamin BeCkeR/Special to the Titan
Gov. Gray Davis meets with attendees after the ceremony.
Nit Keyn Mol (The Partisan Song) 
to close out the ceremony.

“It was very interesting,” Amid 
said.  “It was very well-planned.”

The theme of Israel and America 
bound together by freedom ran 
throughout the ceremony as the 

American national anthem was 
followed by the Israeli national 
anthem.

“As long as we have friends and 
family in the United States, we have 
not lost our hope,” Rotem said.
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“The Explorers will help me out a 
lot with training,” Earle said. “So if I 
get to the level of police officer, then 
I’ll be ahead of the game.”  

In order to participate in the pro-
gram, all participants must be 14 to 20 
years old. 

They must have either graduated or 
are getting ready to graduate from the 
eighth grade and pass a basic back-
ground investigation.  

The advisers may even contact the 
parents, school counselors and the 
school of the participants.

This post has about 15 members. 
In an effort to bring more people into 
the program, representatives from the 
post go to junior high schools to get 

the eighth graders involved in the pro-
gram.

The advisers try to spend time out-
side the post with the Explorers. They 
go to dinner after the meetings and 
plan pool parties.  They also take them 
on field trips and ride-alongs.

The Explorer program is not only 
beneficial to the Explorers, it is also 
beneficial to the advisers “because this 
is training and practice even for us,” 
Rodriguez said. It’s a really positive 
thing for us.  None of us are here 
because we were assigned to it.  All 
of us are here because we want to be 
here.”

It is the “priority of the Brea Police 
Department to work with the com-
munity.” 

“This [program] is part of that. This 
is a part of just reaching out to the com-
munity and providing a place for kids 
to be involved in,” Rodriguez said.

ConChiTa ViaDo/Daily Titan
Brea Police Explorers got a chance to see some real-life action.

EXPLORER
n from page 1

Bin Laden’s location still 

By JonAthAn s. lAndAy
Knight Ridder Newspapers

 
WASHINGTON - Videotape 

excerpts aired Monday by an Arab sat-
ellite television channel rekindled the 
mystery surrounding the whereabouts 
of Osama bin Laden, the accused mas-
termind of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks.

The excerpts broadcast by the al- 
Jazeera satellite channel featured shots 
of bin Laden and his top aide, Ayman 
al Zawahiri, as well as a separate clip 
in which a purported Sept. 11 hijacker 
declared in an apparent farewell mes-
sage: “It is time to kill Americans in 
their heartland.”

The speaker, clad in military fatigues 
and wearing a checkered Arab head-
dress, was identified in an al-Jazeera 
news release as Ahmed Alhaznawi, one 
of three hijackers of United Airlines 
Flight 93, which crashed in rural 
Pennsylvania.

Al-Jazeera, based in the Persian Gulf 
nation of Qatar, said the excerpts were 
from an hour-long videotape, titled “The 
Wills of the New York and Washington 

Battle Martyrs,” that was hand-deliv-
ered to the station last week. Al-Jazeera 
intends to broadcast the videotape in its 
entirety Thursday.

There was no indication when it was 
produced.

But al-Jazeera said information on 
the tape indicated Alhaznawi’s segment 
was recorded in the southern Afghan 
city of Kandahar six months before the 
Sept. 11 attack.

A narration that accompanies the 
tape “appears to have been recorded 
recently,” al-Jazeera said.

U.S. officials said they believed 
the segments featuring bin Laden and 
Zawahiri were taped after the World 
Trade Center and Pentagon attacks.

“I was advised that what I was watch-
ing very likely was using a patchwork 
of clips from previous periods, along 
with some dialogue of more recent 
periods,” Defense Secretary Donald H. 
Rumsfeld told a Pentagon briefing. “It 
comments on things post- Sept. 11, 
but the (bin Laden) pieces appear to be 
from last year.”

Still, the excerpts revived questions 
about what has happened to bin Laden 
since his former hosts, the puritani-
cal Taliban movement of Afghanistan, 
were driven from power in December 
by U.S.-led military forces and allied 
Afghan fighters.

Bin Laden’s last known location was 
in a mountain stronghold in Tora Bora, 
in eastern Afghanistan, about 10 days 
before the complex of tunnels and bun-

kers was hit by U.S. airstrikes and over-
run in late December by anti-Taliban 
fighters and U.S. special forces.

U.S. officials monitored walkie-talk-
ie transmissions in which bin Laden 
was heard exhorting fighters of his al 
Qaida terrorist network to resist.

His whereabouts since then are a 
mystery, but U.S. and other comman-
dos are continuing hunt for renegade al-
Qaida members in mountainous eastern 
Afghanistan.

A joint U.S.-Afghan patrol was 
attacked near the Afghan city of Khost 
on Saturday night and three Afghans 
were wounded. 

A U.S.-controlled airfield near Khost 
was attacked Sunday night, but in both 
cases U.S. AC-130 aerial gunships 
repelled the attackers.

Some U.S. and foreign officials 
believe bin Laden may have been killed 
in the assault or died of natural causes, 
while others say he may have fled over 
the rugged border into Pakistan and 
escaped to another country.

The prevailing theory among U.S. 
analysts is that he is hiding somewhere 
along the Afghanistan-Pakistan frontier 
or with sympathetic tribesmen inside 
Pakistan’s autonomous tribal belt.

The videotape excerpts aired by al-
Jazeera show bin Laden, his head cov-
ered by a white cloth, and Zawahiri 
kneeling side-by-side in a pastoral set-
ting.

Only Zawahiri, a former Egyptian 
physician, is heard speaking, praising 

the 19 men who hijacked four U.S. 
airliners on Sept. 11.

“Those 19 brothers who went out 
and worked and sacrificed their lives 
for God, God granted this conquest 
that we enjoy today,” Zawahiri said 
in Arabic. “The great victory that was 
achieved was because of God’s help 
and not because of our efficiency or 
power.”

More than 3,000 people died in 
the bloodiest attack in history on the 
American homeland.

The man identified as Alhaznawi, 
reading from a prepared text, states, 
“The time of humiliation and subju-
gation is over. It is time we kill the 
Americans in their heartland, among 
their children, and next to their forces 
and intelligence.”

Apparently referring to al-Qaida 
attacks on Americans outside of the 
United States, Alhaznawi said: “We 
killed them outside their homes, thanks 
to God. But today, we are killing them 
in the midst of their homes.”

He ended his statement by saying he 
considered himself a martyr.

Al-Jazeera said it confirmed 
Alhaznawi’s identity by comparing the 
face of the man in the videotape with 
the hijacker’s picture on the FBI’s Web 
site.

The station, a 24-hour operation 
owned by the Qatar government and 
viewed by more than 35 million Arabs, 
has previously run exclusive videotapes 
in which bin Laden delivered anti-U.S. 

nseaRCh: A newly 
aired video broadcast 
revives the question 
where the terrorist 
leader has been hiding



Tuesday, april 16, 2002

The Daily Titan
Our Voice

The Daily Titan article poli-

Letters to the Editor should be brief and are subject to edit-
ing.  They should also include a signature and telephone 
number.  
Editorials are the opinion of the editorial board,  comprised 
of the Editor in Chief, Managing Editor, News Editor, Opinion 
Editor and section editors.  
Columns are the personal opinion of the writer.  They do not 
reflect those of the university, the faculty, The Daily Titan or 
the student body.

HUMANITIES
3X 10.5

By 

lou delgado
Special to the Titan

Chaos.  That is the current situation 
in the Middle East today.  

In a recent Time magazine article 
(April 8, 2002, page 36-37) there is 
an amazing photo that captures the 
behavior patterns and ethos of the two 
current antagonistic leaders—Palestian 
Liberation Organization (or author-
ity?) leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. The edi-
tors placed one half of each man, and 
made it seem as if it was a picture of 
one man. The photo illustration makes 
it clear that both men were cut from 
the same bloody cloth. 

Arafat has long been a freedom 
fighter, and, to be sure, a terrorist as 
well. Sharon— the alleged “butcher 
of Lebanon” —has been both as well.  

There is very little difference between 
the two.

These days we hear all the time that 
the Palestinians are nothing but terror-
ists.  We should remember that one 
person’s terrorist is another’s freedom 
fighter.  Worse, this kind of rhetoric 
does nothing to advance the ball of 
diplomacy and compromise, both of 
which are badly needed at this time.

Ask former President Ronald 
Reagan about the distinction.  Reagan 
helped fuel the horror of Nicaragua by 
financially supporting the Nicaraguan 
Contras, sometimes even illegally. 
Remember the Iran-Contra scandal, 
which could have toppled his presi-
dency?  The Contras used similar 

tactics used by Israel before 1948  and 
the Palestinians have used incremental 
warfare for the last 50 or more years.  
Yet Reagan called the Contras “free-
dom fighters” and not terrorists.  

It really does matter on what side of 
the fence one sits.

In looking at the history of Palestine 
this last century, both the Palestinian 
people and the Israelis have been free-
dom fighters and terrorists. Just like the 
photo illustration—Sharon and Arafat 
– the Israelis and the Palestinians are 
the same.

So what does the future hold for the 
Middle East?

It needs to be well understood that a 
certain gestalt has captured the minds 

and soul of the Palestinian people.  
They now, without question, refuse 
to take the abuse, neglect, bigotry 
and hatred they have faced ever since 
their original home was partitioned in 
1948 in a United Nations declaration.  
Unfortunately, there will not be  peace 
in Israel, in the West Bank or in the 
Gaza Strip until the leadership of Israel 
and the Israeli people make certain 
concessions.

The Saudis have recently made a 
proposal that is workable.  That is, go 
back to the boundaries before 1967.  
This of course would include the demo-
lition or abandonment of all illegal set-
tlements made by extremist right-wing 
Jewish orthodox groups.  This would 
be difficult for Israel because of public 
pressure.  But if peace is to come, this 
is a non-negotiable demand.

The Palestinians have to make con-
cessions as well.  They have to realize 
once and for all that there is no hope 
of returning to their original homeland.  
In short, no right of return.  It will 
never happen, nor do I think it should.  
Bad luck has hit the Palestinian people. 
And they should move on.

I propose a radical plan for 
Jerusalem—declare the city an open 
universal city under the control of 
the United Nations. I even think that 
the United Nations should move its 
headquarters to Jerusalem.  We should 
make Jerusalem a symbol to the world.  
If peace can be realized there, it can 
happen anywhere in the planet.

Finally, we need America to be the 
honest broker it can be.  President 
George W. Bush needs to engage him-
self directly in the peace process.  Only 
with United States involvement can 
any hope of peace be realized in this 
chaotic environment.

Long live Israel and Palestine.  
Yes, the two can live together.
-Delgado is a CSUF political 
science graduate student.

Middle East leaders are two of a kind

Kimberly Pierceall/Daily TitanOpinion Editor
Yasser Arafat (left) and Ariel Sharon (right), which is a terrorist?

You’re paying careful attention to 
passing your classes, you’re calling 
distant relatives you haven’t spoken 
to in years so they can travel to 
Fullerton in early June and you’re 
planning strategic ways to dispose 
of your Cal State Fullerton catalog. 
You, my friend, are on your way to 
graduating!

With a little more than a month 
left (a mere six weeks or 43 days 
for those of you starting the sum-
mer countdown) a majority of the 
students will realize their dreams of 
graduating from this hallowed insti-
tution.  The day will arrive in no time 
and to get ready for it, Titan Shops is 
holding its annual “Grad Fest” out-
side, underneath the large white tent 
starting today until Thursday. 

And you probably thought you 
were done handing over your cash to 
the university? Not so, you graduat-
ing senior you.

“Grad Fest” is the one-stop shop-
ping chance to get equipped with 
personalized CSUF announce-
ments, “etiquette” seals to secure the 
announcements and impress your 
relatives with your high-minded 

manners, to purchase your “regalia” 
(fancy way of saying gown and cap), 
and to pick up your allotted amount 
of commencement tickets. Be sure 
to bring your Titan Card, or else no 
tickets for you!

A brand new item for graduating 
seniors is a special “senior’s choice” 
sweatshirt chosen by you, the stu-
dents (when you may or may not 
have voted for it in January). Navy 
blue with “2002” embroidered on the 
hooded CSUF sweatshirt, the item 
will be on-sale alongside the rings 
and regalia underneath the tent.

If you can’t imagine waiting till 
June to consider yourself a CSUF 
alumnus, you can join the alumni 
association and get coupons good 
during “Grad Fest.”

But if timing just isn’t your thing, 
Titan Shops will be open on both 
commencement days at 6:30 a.m. for 
the last minute requests for tassles 
and gowns. 

But first and foremost, guarantee 
your graduation, and thus your edu-
cational freedom, by passing your 
classes. 

Finals in 43 days ::shudder::

June will be here before you realize it

niNTerNaTiONal POliTicS: Yasser Arafat and Ariel Sharon are more alike than you may believe

“We should 

remember 

that one 

person’s 

terrorist is 

another’s 

freedom 

fighter.”

Lou 
Delgado,

Special to the Titan

How can I feel 
empowered

and tell A.S. what I 
think ?

READ Friday’s special 
AS Election 

Opinion section

and

VOTE
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Shane Costa rounds the bases in a Titan home game earlier this season.

nBaSeBaLL: Fullerton nabs Sunday win after splitting first two games of series

Titans end weekend road trip on a good 
By ricardo sanchez, Jr.
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Chad Cordero picked up his tenth save of 
the season and Shane Costa extended his hit-
ting streak to 17 games as the No. 15 Cal State 
Fullerton baseball team picked up a series win 
over the Pacific Tigers this past weekend.

Cordero’s save ties him for first in the nation 
and slides him past Kirk Saarloos for third 
place on the CSUF all-time list with 24 games. 
Costa’s hitting streak is still far behind the CSUF 
all-time mark of 37 set by Brent Mayne, cur-
rently with the Kansas City Royals, in 1988. 

Baseball America chose Costa, who went 6-
for-11 in the series, and Cordero as Mid-Season 
All-Americans in the sophomore class.

The Titans (23-12, 7-2) abused the Tigers, 11-
4, in the series finale Sunday, but did not sport 
the same luck in the first two games, escaping 
with a 5-4 win Friday and an 8-7 loss Saturday.

Wes Littleton collected his seventh win of the 
season in game one, but saw his once league-
leading ERA rise from 1.25 to 1.37 after allow-

ing eight hits and three runs, two unearned. 
Cordero, who had hit only one batter this 

season, pegged the first two he faced when 
he relieved Littleton in the seventh. Yet after 
loading the bases, the Tigers failed to take 
advantage.

Cordero, who stepped into a two-run lead 
in the ninth, found trouble again giving up a 
single to Joel Summers and a walk to Aaron 
Harper. After an out, designated hitter Cory 
Lake grounded a single up the middle, cutting 
the lead to one and advancing the tying run to 
second base. But Cordero got James Stanford to 
fly out and struck out Michael Fitzgerald look-
ing as the Tigers stranded two of their 11 runners 
on the game.

The Titans grabbed a 3-0 lead in the second 
on three singles. The most important came from 
P.J. Pilittere’s bat with two outs, knocking in the 
first two runs of the game. Chris Klosterman 
later scored on a wild pitch and Geoff Comfort 
blasted a two-run shot in the third giving CSUF 
a 5-0 lead. Chris Stringfellow had a game-high 
three hits for the Titans.

Sunday’s blowout saw Justin Smyres and 
Jason Corapci knock four hits as every Titan, 
except Stringfellow, hit safely in the game.

The Titans got two of their 11 runs in the 
second on a leadoff homer by Klosterman and 
sac fly by Costa. An inning later, the Titans got 
another lead-off blast by Comfort, who leads 
the team with four home runs, to take a 3-2 lead. 
CSUF poured on three more runs in the inning, 
forcing Pacific starter Ryan Jurvakainen (2-2) 
out of the game.

Jordan DeJong (6-2) allowed just five hits 
and three earned runs, while striking out six and 
walking two. Sean Martin, who relieved DeJong 
in the ninth, retired all three batters he faced to 
preserve the win. Pilittere went 3-for-5 with 
three runs and Corapci was 4-for-6 with 
three RBIs for the Titans. Every starter but 
Stringfellow had at least one hit.

In Saturday’s loss, the Titans spurted for 
five runs in the first inning but it wasn’t 
enough. The Tigers, already with one run, 
posted four more in the fourth inning and 
three in the fifth to complete the come-from-

Fullerton remains winless in Big 
By deBorah Germinaro
Daily Titan Staff Writer

The Cal State Fullerton women’s 
tennis team is having problems at 
home.

Following four consecutive home 
losses, the Titans narrowly lost their 
Friday home game, 4-3, to UC Santa 
Barbara.

CSUF may have given up another 
win, but they managed to produce 
some victories despite the final 
score.

Winning their singles matches 
quickly were No. 6 player Caroline 
Freeman and No. 4 player Adriana 
Hockicko.

“By the second set I think [UCSB’s 
Michelle Stewart] kind of gave up,” 
Hockicko said. “[Stewart] had three 
or four double faults in a row and 
the last ball I hit she returned, but it 
was out.” 

No. 3 player Ioana Sisoe won her 
match in the second set after being 

down 1-4 in the first.
After losing the doubles point,  

Freeman’s, Hockicko’s and Sisoe’s 
singles wins were not enough for 
Fullerton to claim the team victory. 
The Titans still needed No. 5 player 
Jessica Martin’s match for the win.

“I was so nervous for Jessica, I 
was more nervous for her than if I 
was playing myself,” said Martin’s 
doubles partner Hockicko. 

As the team all gathered together 
to watch the last match and hope for 
a final home win, they were one col-
lective unit of nervous energy.

“[The team was] talking about 
how we thought we were more ner-
vous than Jessica was, because her 
match basically decided it,” said 
team member Heather Hohenstein.

After coming back to win the sec-
ond set, 6-4, Martin lost in the third 
set of a long and grueling 22-game 
match.

 “I am really proud of her,” 
Hockicko said. “She lost her first 

set 0-6 and came back to win the 
second one, that is determination 
right there.”

In addition to a record of 7-14 and 
losing numerous home games, the 
team has experienced even bigger 
problems by losing former No. 1 
player, Ana Iacob, at a crucial time 
during the season.

The then No. 2 player, freshman 
Carla Rocha, moved into the No. 1 
spot, giving up her No. 2 winning 
streak for many disappointing losses 
at the top spot. 

“My ego is shot right now, but 
I do realize it is great experience 
playing at No. 1,” Rocha said. “I’m 
just excited because most of the girls 
I’m playing will be graduating this 
year and I won’t have to play them 
again.”

Rocha had to try and get comfort-
able in the unfamiliar and important 
No. 1 spot for Fullerton, but after 
losing her tennis partner (Iacob) she 
has not had the opportunity do that 

for doubles. 
“It is kind of hard because I 

didn’t even know who I was play-
ing doubles with until five minutes 
before the match started,” Rocha 
said. “Coach was still debating dur-
ing warm-ups.”

As difficult as losing has been on 
Rocha’s ego, she still displays opti-
mism and level-headedness as she 
learns to take the good with the bad. 

“Even though the wins are nice, I 
do look at it like the experience will 
be better in the long run because 
I am going to play for three more 
years,” Rocha said.

After losing so many games on 
the Titan tennis courts, Fullerton 
might be looking forward to their 
next match. They will close their 
regular season Wednesday, at the UC 
Riverside at 2 p.m., hoping to pick 
up their first Big West Conference 
win of the year. 

The Highlanders, 6-12 overall, 
have also been shut out in Big West 

nteNNiS: Titans tumble to 7-14 after fifth consecutive home loss as season comes to a close 

RyaN hoppe/Daily Titan
Carla Rocha returns the ball in her singles match at home Friday.
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