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Future of family business is 

By saBrina sakaguchi
daily Titan staff Writer

Thousands of local companies are 
keepin’ it in the family and are finding 
their own success.

As a survey course, Family Business 
Dynamics (MGMT 335) focuses on the 
“existence, operations, problems, solu-
tions and future of family business in 
the U.S. and internationally,” manage-
ment professor Mike Trueblood said. 

Each student spent most of the 
semester researching a local family-
owned company and its target market. 
In addition to research, students also 
interview the company’s owner and 
founder. 

At the end of the semester, students 
offer a presentation about the compa-
ny’s history, current situation and solu-
tions for any current problems.

“One of the most important rules to 
acknowledge is that difference between 
the business and personal roles you 
have when working with family mem-
bers,” senior Eric Morales said. “When 
you realize there is a major difference, 
it makes communication that much 
easier.”

As a member of a family that owns 
a business, Extreme DJ Service, the 
advertising major said that through the 
course he had hoped to “enhance... 

knowledge in the related field.” 
Morales said the fall version of the 

course covered ways to interact, prob-
lem-solve and communicate with fam-
ily members and other co-workers.

“The class was small but very infor-
mational,” he said.

According to Trueblood, there are 
some 10 million family-owned busi-
nesses in the nation and about 400,000 
of those are in Orange County.

He added that most of the family-
owned companies are mid-sized com-
panies with $500 million in sales and 
25-45 employees.

Orange County-based Claim Jumper 
Restaurants are successfully keeping it 
in the family like the New York Times, 
Nordstrom Inc., Ford Motor Company, 
Coors Brewing Company and fourth 
generation Hallmark Cards, Inc. 

“In a family business, owners think 

long-term rather than short-term. They 
have a tendency to treat employees 
better, and they seem to be more val-
ues driven,” said JoAnne Norton, vice 
president of shareholder relations at 
Freedom Communications, a local fam-
ily-owned multi-media company.

Norton, along with Ed Cox, assists 
Trueblood in the management course.

As a non-family member in a fam-
ily-owned business, Norton has a 
respect and appreciation for this special 
market.

“The stereotype is that family busi-
nesses are not as savvy and sophisti-
cated as public companies,” Norton 
said. “Nothing could be further from 
the truth.”

Business major Tem 
Kaewkamnerdpongs understood this 
inaccurate stereotype before taking 
Norton’s class.

 Currently a manager at her 15-
year-old family restaurant business, the 
senior said that she learned that “you 
have to separate business from personal 
issues.”

The complexity of family-owned 
businesses is another of the many use-
ful focuses in the course.

Trueblood said that without proper 
communication, conflict might occur 
when the family members hold power 
positions. 

“Some of the challenges faced 
include deciding the role of each family-
owner,” said Karen Caplan of Freidas, a 
Cerritos-based produce broker that par-
ticipated in the course. 

“There are interpersonal things that 
come into play to make [working] more 
complicated or gratifying,” Trueblood 
said.

In addition to communicating, 

Trueblood said succession planning is 
another common problem in family 
businesses.

Succession planning is deciding who 
is going to run the family business 
after the current president steps down. 
Trueblood said that each family mem-
ber’s desire for power could lead to 
internal conflicts. 

He said that good communication 
helps to deter power battles.

Norton said that another important 
rule for business owning families is to 
“speak with one voice” by establishing 
common business goals and expecta-
tions that the family collectively voices 
to management and the board of direc-
tors.

“The strongest reasons for taking this 
course is to learn the best practices of 
the best family businesses and to have 
the opportunity to learn from other stu-

nCoURSE: A class on 
campus researches 
history and presents 
solutions for current 
problems for owners
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Hare Krishnas visited campus Monday and informed students about the culture, presented artifacts and a free vegetarian lunch.

Hare Krishnas show cul-

By laila Derakhshanian
daily Titan staff Writer

“Hare Krsna Hare Krsna Hare 
Krsna, everybody join in,” chant-
ed the Hare Krishnas in the Quad 
Monday.

The Bahkti Yoga Club that 
consists of two members — 
President and founder Khang 

Tran and Treasurer Albert Verona 
— sponsored an event inviting the 
International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) to 
campus. The event lasted from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. yesterday.

The colorful venue attracted 
students with a friendly feast of 
music, enlightening information 
about the practices of meat con-
sumption, artifacts from past and 
present Indian culture and free 
vegetarian food (donations were 
accepted).

“We are part of the largest soci-
ety. I’m doing my service to God 
to bring his name to campus,” 
Tran said.

Students passed by, some curi-
ous enough to stop and interact in 

the festival and others stopped to 
just observe. 

Posters on display presented 
the harms of eating meat. 

One example stated that ani-
mals raised for meat production 
are injected with 2,700 kinds of 
tranquilizers, hormones, antibiot-
ics and other drugs.

“It’s interesting how an ancient 
philosophy correlates to present 
day environmental toxicology,” 
said Ben Springer, environmental 
studies graduate student.

Also noted on display was the 
fact that biggest killer in the U.S. 
is heart disease, mostly caused by 
saturated fat and cholesterol. 

Most of the saturated fat and 
cholesterol people eat comes from 

animal-based food. 
In lieu of meat the Krishnas 

offered a vegetarian alternative, 
Basmati rice topped with vegeta-
bles, garbanzo beans and a special 
curry sauce.

“It’s light, healthy and good 
karma,” said Kali Ghazali, biol-
ogy major.

Ancient carvings and artwork 
accompanied the Krishnas to Cal 
State Fullerton as well. 

Vedic scripts, scribing instru-
ments and rice paper scrolls from 
the 16th to 18th century sat under 
a glass encasing.

“The culture is presented in a 
very artistic way,” Springer said.

Talk focus-
es on ele-

By Michael Matter
daily Titan staff Writer

A small group of Cal State 
Fullerton students are trying to make 
a big difference in the lives of some 
of the largest animals on the planet 
– elephants.

The CSUF chapter of Roots and 
Shoots, the Jane Goodall Institute’s 
environmental and humanitarian 
program for worldwide youth, had 
its second “Animals in the Spotlight” 
program in the Titan Theatre.

“We had twice as many people 
attending this year as last year and 
our raffle to raise money for the 
elephant sanctuary in Tennessee was 
very successful,” said Erin Musick, 
graduate anthropology student and 
president of Roots and Shoots.

The theme of the program was ele-
phants, however, Roots and Shoots’ 
worldwide goal is to “inspire each 
individual to take action to make the 
world a better place for animals, the 
environment and the human com-
munity.”

Founded in 1991, the name of the 
group is significant. 

According to the organization, 
roots creep underground everywhere 
and make a firm foundation. Shoots 
seem very weak but to reach light 
they can break through brick walls. 

The group added that by imagin-
ing that the problems humans have 
inflicted on the planet are like brick 
walls, the organization wants to 
implore young people worldwide 
– like roots and shoots – to break 

through the walls and change the 
world.  

 “We filled out the paperwork 
and joined in March of last year,” 
said Cristy Watkins, founder of the 
CSUF chapter of Roots and Shoots. 
“Last year’s event was about ani-
mals in general. This year we decid-
ed to focus on elephants.”

Seeking a guest speaker, the group 
contacted People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) and 
was referred to Alison Stanley, 
director for the Orange County divi-
sion of the California Lobby for 
Animal Welfare.

Stanley began the program with a 
video that traced the life of Shirley, 
an Asian elephant from Sri Lanka 
who was brought to the National 
Zoo in Washington, D.C. as a one-
year-old in the late 1970s.

Shirley was deprived of the social 
contact that is critical to elephants 
her entire life. 

“You cannot have elephants by 
themselves. It’s unconscionable not 
to have them with their own kind,” 
Stanley said. “Elephants are incred-
ibly social and should never live as 
one.” 

Elephants are very sensitive, 
Stanley said. 

They live in large families in the 
wild and walk 20 to 60 miles per 
day foraging for vegetation. 

Female elephants are born, raised, 
live and die without ever leaving 
their families. 

They play, romp, take care of 
their young and maintain social net-
works that last a lifetime.

“How could I not do something to 
work on behalf of animals who do 
not have a voice for themselves?” 
Stanley said. “In the wild, mother 
elephants are killed because they-
will not allow their babies to be 
taken. 

Group makes handmade pot-

By Darla Priest
special to the Titan

Fires burned hot near the shores of 
San Onofre Beach, bringing students 
together for a weekend of artistic cre-
ation. 

Alongside the beach’s cliffs, Cal 
State Fullerton students experienced 
a primitive form of firing handmade 
pottery. 

“It’s a fun place to relax and be with 
friends and watch art in progress,” Gary 
Wahlquist said.

The Ceramics Club hosted the event, 
inviting everyone to participate in the 
pit firing.

Many South American cultures have 
been firing their pottery in pit fires 
for centuries. Ceramic students have 
adopted this technique for their own 
art, learning to create new images on 
their pottery.

“I’m hoping for a unique design,” 
said junior graphics major Elaine 
Chan.

The Ceramics Club camps on the 
beach for an entire weekend every 
semester to hold such events.

On such field trips, art major Tiana 
Webb said she always learns something 
new about firing pottery. 

“We introduced a new chemical that 
we’ve never used before,” Webb said. 
“This time we used Oxy-Clean in the 
firing, giving the pots a rust color.”

The club camped out on the beach 
Friday and Saturday night, filling sev-
eral fire pits with students’ pottery. Each 
firing was different from the other.

Students seem to look forward to the 
unpredictable effects of each firing. 

Senior art major Rosalinda Flores 
said she looked forward to the “happy 
accidents” created in a pit fire. 

Students, friends and family enjoyed 
a weekend of fun and frolic next to the 
ocean. The pit firing was just the high-
light of the trip. 

Ceramics teacher Don Ryan assigned 
the pit-firing project to his class, teach-
ing them step-by-step how the creative 
process works.  

Students in Ryan’s class built coil 
pots, placing them in the kiln at CSUF. 
After this first firing, a polishing finish 
was added to the pots with terra sigillata 
that is a clay-based compound made in 
the art studio. 

Ryan’s student Tamaki Fukae said 
she liked the shape of her pot and hoped 
it would come out nicely. 

The next step in the creative pro-
cess gathered everyone together on the 
shores of San Onofre Beach, where 
there is an abundance of fire pits. 

 “The whole department is com-
munal and you learn a lot from other 
people,” said junior ceramics major 
Ryan Reich. “It’s fun to see people 
outside the school setting.”

Before the pottery was placed in the 

naRT: As part of a 
field trip, the Ceramics 
Club camped out on 
the beach and created 
objects by using fire 
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Craig Filbeck uses a fire pit, the primitive method of firing ceramics.
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information literacy pro-
gram earns

 national honor

Cal State Fullerton has been 
awarded a Best Practices honor 
from the Association of College 
and Research Libraries for its 
efforts to foster information lit-
eracy. 

Collaborations among the 
university’s Pollak Library, 
Faculty Development Center and 
Academic Affairs Division led to 
the award. 

Launched last spring with first-
year funding from a CSU grant, a 
two-year program was developed 
and implemented to encourage, 
assist and support academic 
departments in enhancing and 
integrating information literacy 
within their curricula.

The focus of these efforts 
ranges from basic information 
to critically evaluating informa-
tion from sources such as the 
Internet. 

Twenty academic departments 
participated in the program’s 
initial year and 25 more are 
participating in the second year. 
The costs of the second year’s 
activities are being borne by the 
university. 

A team will make presenta-
tions about the program at two 
national conferences in Michigan 
before the Library Orientation/
Instruction exchange, a national 
organization advocating library 
instruction issues and the ACRL 
conference in Atlanta.

“The Miracle Worker” to 
be performed at 
Curtis Theatre

The Curtis Theatre’s Premiere 
Series presents “The Miracle 
worker” starting May 24 and run-
ning through June 9.

Performance times are 8 p.m., 

Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m., 
Sunday. 

The play, written by william 
gibson and directed by Sharyn 
Case, is the true story about 
Helen Keller, a young girl, blind 
and mute from infancy, and Annie 
Sullivan, the young teacher deter-
mined to rescue the child from 
her world of darkness and isola-
tion.

Tickets are $17 for adults, $15 
for seniors and $10 for children. 
They may be purchased online at 
www.curtistheatre.org, by phone, 
fax, mail or in person.

Box office hours are 
wednesday through Friday from 
noon to 5 p.m.; Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and one hour 
prior to performances. The Curtis 
Theatre is located in Brea.

For tickets or more informa-
tion, call (714) 990-7722.

Car seat safety inspec-
tions at the Brea Family 

Resource Center

Trainers will be on hand at the 
Brea Family Resource Center to 
conduct free inspections of infant 
car seats May 22 from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. 

The Children’s Hospital of 
Orange County sponsors this 
program to assure seats are safe 
and properly installed.

Injuries from car accidents 
are a leading cause of child-
hood trauma. Many different seat 
models are available and parents 
can be easily confused about the 
best choice to purchase for their 
vehicle. Inspection programs are 
added to aid in protecting a child.

Space will be limited to con-
duct the inspections so reserva-
tions are mandatory. To request 
a time, call the center at (714) 
990-7150. 

The Brea Community Center 
is located at 695 e. Madison way 

CALenDAR OF eVenTSCaLENDaR oF EVENTS

Community

The Fullerton Civic Light Opera 
presents the musical “Camelot” 
May 10 through May 26 in the 
Plummer Auditorium in Fullerton. 
Tickets are priced from $16 to 
$40. For more information, call 
(714) 879-1732.

The grand Central Art gallery 
in Santa Ana presents the interna-
tionally recognized artist Charles 
Krafft in an exhibit that consists of 
more than 100 works through July 
7. For more information, call (714) 
567-7233 or (714) 567-7234.

The garden grove Playhouse 
presents “The woman in Black,” 
the ghost play by Stephen 
Malatratt, through May 10. Ticket 
prices are $12 for general admis-
sion and $11 for seniors and stu-
dents. For more information, call 
(714) 897-5122.

The Museum of Latin 
American Art in Long Beach will 

host the exhibition “Situaciones 
Humanas/Human Conditions” 
by Dominican artist Jose garcia 
Cordero through July 21. Tickets 
are $5 for general admission 
and $3 for seniors and students. 
Admission is free on Fridays. For 
more information, call (562) 437-
1689.

Spring eSL classes will be 
offered at the Brea Community 
Center between April 8 and June 
26. Morning Sessions will be held 
from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. and 
evening sessions will be held 
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  

Registration is required. For 
more information, call (714) 990-
7150.

Campus

The Department of Music 
presents Tigranuhi Arakelyan, 
junior piano recital, in the Little 
Theatre May 7 at 6 p.m. 

For more information, call 
(714) 278-3371.

The Department of Music pres-
ents Antonio Canul, Jr., trumpet 
senior recital, May 8 at 6 p.m. in 
the Little Theatre. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-3371.

The Department of Music 
presents Jeff ellqood, saxophone 
graduate jazz recital, in the Little 
Theatre at 8 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-3371.

The TSU Underground will 
have a family night May 6 from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (714) 278-2144.

The Department of Music pres-
ents the Flute ensemble at 8 p.m. 
May 7 in the Little Theatre. Tickets 
are $8 for general admission and 
$5 with advance Titan discount. 
For more information, call (714) 
278-3371.

The TSU Underground will 
host a table tennis tournament 
May 7 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. The 

event is free for all CSUF stu-
dents, faculty and staff. For more 
information, call (714) 278-2144.

The TSU Center gallery pres-
ents art works by Kozue Imamura 
through May 24. The gallery is 
open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. There 
is no charge. For more informa-
tion, call (714) 278-2468.

The TSU Underground will 
host the “women’s Bowling 
Singles” through May 9 at 4 p.m. 
games are on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. For more information, 
call (714) 278-2144.

The Main Art gallery hosts 
the exhibit “Definite Ambiguities: 
Films and Paintings by R.T. Pece” 
through May 9. Admission is free. 
For more information, call (714) 
278-3262.

The TSU Underground has 
free bowling every Thursday from 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-2144.

CALenDAR OF eVenTSCop BLoTTER
Monday, april 29

At 10:04 a.m., police were 
called to South Campus Drive to 
respond to a non-injury accident 
involving a silver Honda Civic 
and a silver Mercedes.

Police were called to the 
engineering Building, Room 
215, for a female crying in class 
and not able to answer ques-
tions.  She was conscious and 
breathing and transported to the 
Health Center.

A hit-and-run with a parked 
vehicle was reported to Public 
Safety at 6:50 p.m.  It happened 
20 minutes prior to the report in 
Lot B, Row 2.  

A blue/purple Ford Tempo 
reported damage to their front 

passenger side with headlight 
glass debris on the ground.  A 
silver/brownish Chevy pickup 
truck was later spotted with 
damage to the rear driver’s side.

Tuesday, april 30

At 1:07 p.m., the driver of a 
black Saab returned a stolen/
found parking decal to police.  

Police responded with medi-
cal aid to the south side of the 
library at 4:04 p.m.  A female fell 
on a rug and injured herself. 

Wednesday, May 1

A habitual parking offender 
was reported in Lot B, east 
Access Road, at 2:31 p.m.  The 
parking offender received seven 

tickets totaling $280.

A habitual parking offender 
was spotted in Lot C, Row 3 at 
5:41 p.m.

Thursday, May 2

A habitual parking offender 
was ticketed on west Campus 
Drive in the 30-minute parking at 
2:01 p.m.  He or she previously 
booted from the Visitor Lot west.

A hit and run was reported 
to police at 4:37 p.m.  A silver 
Honda Civic was reported hit in 
Lot e, Row 40.

Friday, May 3

At 1:58 p.m., police were 
called to Togo’s in the TSU.  A 

female reported her wallet was 
taken from her bag.

Saturday, May 4

Police stopped a green 
Chevy at 9:32 a.m. on Chapman 
Avenue and State College 
Boulevard.

Police performed a routine 
stop on Chapman Avenue and 
the north side of Harrington on a 
grey nissan at 1:37 p.m.

Sunday, May 5

At 7:29 a.m., police respond-
ed to Lot e for a male who 
needed stitches.  He refused 
treatment and drove himself to 
St. Jude’s.
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Tapping into Earth’s natural trea-

By Margie rivera
special to the Titan

After five hours of contemplating 
large pineapple and coffee plantations 
and zigzagging through small villages 
on a dusty one-lane road, the public bus 
arrived in La Fortuna de San Carlos, a 
small town replet with enough natural 
adventures to satisfy the adrenaline appe-
tite of the most demanding thrill-seeking 
creature.

As nature lovers and adventure enthu-
siasts, my friend Caroline and I dreamed 
about visiting this part of the country. A 

few days earlier, we were relaxing and 
sunbathing on the Caribbean coast, and 
now we were ready for a long-awaited 
adrenaline rush.

La Fortuna, (Spanish for “the for-
tune”), is a farming community of about 
6,000  situated in the northern plains 
about 87 miles of San José, the capital. It 
resides in the shadow of the spectacular 
Arenal Volcano, currently the most active 
volcano in Costa Rica and one of the 
most active in the world.

With two days at our disposal, it was 
difficult to choose from all the wild 
attractions found in the area – white-
water river rafting, a canopy tour (where 
you traverse from tree to tree using pul-
leys), caverns, hot-sulfur springs, an 
active volcano and a crocodile zoo were 
a few options to choose from. We picked 
the three most fun and exhilarating ones:  
a walk in the caves of El Venado, a tree 
canopy tour in the rain forest and a one-
day visit to the colossal erupting volcano 

CoSTa RiCa TRaVEL BoaRD
The tree canopy overlooks a vast lake near the Arenal volcano.

with a thermal spa at its base. 
A warm wind blew softly and a drizzle 

was coming down when we retreated to 
our room with great expectations.

The next morning, we ventured off to 
the Caves of El Venado (“the deer”), 29 
miles northwest of La Fortuna.

It was a one-hour drive with splendid 
views of tropical plains and small red-
tiled-roof adobe houses, but the bumpy 
dirt road made it seem like an eternity. By 
the time we arrived, I literally felt like my 
body had been ground mercilessly.

As we headed underground, Celin, 
our comical guide who cracked jokes 
and played tricks constantly, provided us 
with the equipment and reminded us “to 
watch our step, to be courageous and to 
seize the moment.”

The Venado cave system contains 
configurations more than six million 
years old and bears the beauty of numer-
ous, well-preserved corals, stalactite and 
stalagmite columns and formations.  The 
most famous one is called the “Papaya,” 
due to its resemblance to the delicious 
fruit.

I was overwhelmed and tantalized by 
the exotic fauna – tarantulas, crickets, 
fish, insects, and four different species 
of bats  – found in this hidden mystical 
place.

The labyrinthine caves and its inhabit-
ants welcome anyone who is fearless and 
has an open mind, stamina and a good 
sense of humor.

Caroline Palacios, a California native 
who also took the tour, said it was creepy 
at the beginning because it was pitch 
dark, and she did not know what was in 
front of her.

“It was quite exciting afterward when 
Celin explained everything, took us on 
different routes, and made us do all kind 
of crazy things for 1.5 miles,” Palacios 
said.

Part of the underground walk ritual 
was sliding like a serpent through 2-foot-
high ceilings from one section to another, 
climbing high limestone rocks using 
Celin’s shoulders to reach the upper part 
of the caves and standing under the crys-
talline waterfalls in the center of the caves 
to quench our insatiable thirst.

As we exited the caves three hours 
later, we were wet, muddy, smelly and 
excited to have endured our first rough, 
gritty adventure.

But more action was on the way. 
Our second stop, the tree-canopy ride, 

was scheduled for that afternoon. A taxi 
picked us up at the cabinas and drove us 
to a private finca – or farm – where Juan 
and Jessie, our Tarzan-looking guides, 
were expecting us.

The outdoor adventure began with a 
40-minute horseback ride. While I was 
galloping with Popeye, a beautiful light 
brown muscular beast, Juan explained 
and pointed out some of the local flora 
and fauna that prevail in the tropical 
forest.

The scenery was breathtaking as I saw 
howler monkeys, anteaters and different 
birds everywhere. Of the 850 bird species 
identified in Costa Rica, 600 permanently 
reside in this region.

Palms, vines, bushes and tree ferns 
were abundant along with a great vari-
ety of flowering plants like 
orchids, bromeliads and 
other epiphytes.

According to the National 
Biodiversity Institute, Costa 
Rica has more than 1,500 
distinct species of trees and 
more than 6,000 kinds of 
flowering plants, including 
1,200 species of the nation-
al flower, the orchid.  

Animal life is also pro-
fuse. This tiny land has 
about one-tenth of the 
world’s known bird species 
and is home to 350,000 
species of insects.

After a short hike through 
the forest, we were given a 
helmet, harness, pulley, a 
leather glove and detailed 
instructions on how to glide 
through the thin steel wires 
from platform to platform 
and to brake safely.

The guides said the 
locals from this area, who 
used to swing from branch 
trees when they were chil-
dren, built the seven tree-
top-platforms some 125 
feet above the jungle floor 
about seven years ago so 
tourists could experience 
the tropical rain forest in an “avian” sort 
of way.

Their first piece of advice:  If you 
suffer from acrophobia, this Costa Rican 
“eco-invention” is not suitable for you.

Their second:  If it is for you, follow 
the instructions, relax and enjoy the ride.

I had always wondered what it would 
feel like to be a bird, and this was my 
chance to feel like one — or at least to see 
the world from its perspective.

The real adventure began when I got 
on the first platform. As I glided on a 
pulley to the next like a timid baby bird 
taking its first flight, I was afraid to hit 
the awaiting tree and I braked too early, 
stopping midway of the path. Jessie was 

waiting for me at the second platform 
and humorously said “now, use your 
hands one at a time.”  

The daunting task of utilizing my 
upper body strength to reach the destina-
tion was such a difficult, yet uproarious, 
experience.  

From there on, I mastered the follow-
ing five platforms with ease and enjoyed 
the spectacular view of the tropical veg-
etation amid the tall jungle trees.

As the tour ended and we were rid-
ing back to the stable, I could still feel 
the rush of adrenaline heavily pumping 

through my veins.
We had survived the 

first audacious day in 
our dreamed eco-uto-
pia.

After a breakfast of 
eggs and gallo pinto, 
a favorite dish of rice 
and beans, we left to 
explore on our own the 
main attraction in La 
Fortuna, the 5,358-foot 
Arenal Volcano and the 
Tabacón Hot Springs 
Resort at its base.

The hilarious green-
eyed Nicaraguan 
native, Celin, said he 
refuses to take tourists 
to the resort because it 
is extremely perilous 
and risky to be near the 
giant active volcano.

He said emphati-
cally: “If Arenal erupts 
while you are relax-
ing in the soothing hot 
springs or having a 
mud bath or a facial in 
the spa, you would dis-
appear as the lava flows 
would bury the luxuri-
ous resort first.”

The volcano was 
dormant until 1968 when huge explo-
sions triggered major lava flows, which 
killed many people and cattle in the 
area. Despite this massive eruption, the 
volcano retained its almost perfect coni-
cal shape.

It erupted again in 1993 and 1998.
“Arenal has been in a constant state 

of eruption since the late 1960s, spewing 
ash and lava into the air every two to 
three hours, everyday of the year. In the 
darkness, an eruption creates dazzling 
fountains of incandescence, as molten 
rock shoots high into the sky, and tum-
bles break down in a cascade of sparks 
and fire,” wrote author Kevin Schafer in 
his 1996 book, “Costa Rica:  The Forest 

of Eden.”
Due to its position between the Pacific 

and Caribbean slopes, the clouds often 
cover the peak, and what most of the 
tourists experience is only the volcano’s 
terrible roar.

“The volcano is a piece of art created 
by Mother Nature,” Alvaro Carazo, a 
Costa Rican native residing in Temecula, 
Calif., said. “It is spectacular to see the 
eruptions and the red lava flows against 
the sky. Unfortunately, there is no way 
of knowing if you will see it. It is just a 
matter of luck.”

Within perfect viewing distance from 
Arenal lie the thermal waters that spring 
out of the volcano decades ago. The 
water emerges from the Earth at nearly 
150 degrees Fahrenheit, but then cools 
to the low 100s as it comes down the 
slopes.

The Tabacón Resort has formed 
around the mineral-rich waters offering 
waterfalls and 12 natural pools that spread 
out among exotic tropical gardens.

“After I submersed my tired bones in 
the healing waters, I felt like brand new,” 
my partner, Caroline, said.

I felt the same after I sat under an 
amazing cascade that gave me the mas-
sage of my life. 

Ana Rosales, a proud tica (what the 
Costa Ricans call themselves), said that 
not too many places have what Arenal 
offers.

“A mammoth erupting volcano with 
a fancy resort at its base is an explosive 
combination.  It is risky to contemplate 
this wonder so close but it is all worth it,” 
Rosales said.

Without doubt, spending the day at the 
resort and having the smoking Arenal as 
a backdrop was the ultimate kick.

We had gotten in touch with nature and 
adventure and could testify that whatever 
people do, whether on land or in the air, 
and even in some cases, underground, 
they could never go wrong in this tiny 
“rich coast.”

And so, a tiresome five-hour bus ride 
two days earlier proved to be nada com-
pared to what Caroline and I, the dare-
devil explorers from the Southland, had 
seen and experienced in La Fortuna.

If I would be asked to describe my 
adventurous eco-quest in a couple of 
words, the popular phrase frequently 
used by natives to imply that they are 
doing gr-r-reat would perfectly fit my 
response.  

It was absolutely … pura vida!!!

“A 

mammoth 

erupting vol-

cano with a 

fancy resort 

at its base is 

an explosive 

combination. 

It is risky to 

contemplate 

this wonder 

so close but 

it is all 

worth it.”

nTRaVEL: A vacation 
to Costa Rica lands 
Southern Californians 
with spider monkeys 
and under a volcano
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Babies are whipped and then 
chained because they will not leave 
their dead mothers.”

Stanley added that there is nothing 
good, kind or happy about elephants 
being used for entertainment. 

“No matter what Ringling 
Brothers or Circus Vargas says, it is 
despicable,” Stanley said.  

The circuses use what is called a 
bullhook, or elephant hook, to con-
trol and punish the animals. 

It is a stick with a handle on one 
end and a sharp steel hook on the 
other. 

Both ends are used to abuse the 
elephants. 

The hook end inflicts wounds 
on the most sensitive parts of their 
bodies and the handle end is used to 
beat them like a baseball bat. 

“Even if they weren’t being beat-
en and we bought off on what cir-
cuses are telling us, it is not good 
for them to have contact with us,” 
Stanley said. 

“We should leave them alone, 
just as we should not swim with 
dolphins.” 

Stanley said that elephants are 
kept in chains for 20-22 hours a day 
and can flip or freak out, rampaging 
and running until they injure or kill 
people and they have to be shot by 
police.

“Elephants rampage as a result of 
stress,” she said. “It does not occur 
in the wild.” 

Musick said the lecture was a 
success.

“The program really touched 
people, particularly the video on 
Shirley,” Musick said. “That’s what 
we wanted it to do – give people 
hope,” 

ELEPHANT
n from page 1

Sharon meets with presi-

By Daniel ruBin
Knight Ridder Newspapers

JERUSALEM_— Israeli Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon left for Washington 
late Sunday, armed with documents said 
to prove that Palestinian Chairman Yasser 
Arafat was personally involved in plan-
ning terror attacks.

Sharon hopes to use the documents to 
persuade the Bush Administration that 
Arafat is unacceptable as a Palestinian 
leader. The Bush administration views 
Arafat as badly flawed but essen-
tial to peace talks set for this summer. 
Persuading Bush that Arafat is unworthy 
is one reason Sharon’s fifth meeting with 
Bush is likely to be the toughest. On 
Sunday both sides dug in to their posi-
tions.

“Arafat and his close aides are directly 
responsible for the cold-blooded murder 
of Israeli citizens,” Israeli cabinet minister 
Danny Naveh charged at a news confer-
ence in Jerusalem. After the conference, 
Naveh, a member of Sharon’s Likud 
Party, said there is enough evidence to try 
Arafat for war crimes.

Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat 
rejected all Israeli claims of Arafat’s 
involvement in terror.  He said of the 

Israeli documents that it was “very obvi-
ous that these are forgeries.” 

Among the papers was a letter Arafat 
allegedly signed paying $600 to Ziad 
Muhammad Daas, whom Israel accused 
of commanding a militant brigade that 
attacked a bat mitzvah, or girl’s com-
ing-of-age party, in Hadera, killing six 
people and injuring another 50.The Bush 
administration has not yet seen the report, 
National Security Adviser Condoleezza 
Rice said on “Fox News Sunday,” but 
she indicated that replacing Arafat was 
not in the plans.

“We are not going to try to choose the 
leadership for the Palestinian people,” 
she said. “Chairman Arafat is there... but 
he does have responsibilities that he has 
not been meeting and we are going to 
press him.”

Late Sunday, Sharon earned a mea-
sure of gratitude by agreeing to the end 
of the standoff at Bethlehem’s Church 
of the Nativity. Some of the Palestinian 
gunmen who first sought refuge in the 
church on April 2 will be deported to 
a European country, negotiators told 
Knight Ridder. Others will be exiled to 
the Gaza Strip, a section of Palestinian 
territory on the Israeli-Egyptian border 
with the Mediterranean Sea. Others 
detained inside the church, mainly civil-
ians, priests and nuns,  are to be freed. 
Sharon’s scheduled visit occurs during a 
relative lull in violence that many world 
leaders hope will allow discussions for a 
ceasefire and political talks leading to a 
Palestinian state. 

Secretary of State Colin Powell 
announced last week plans for a Middle 
East summit to be held early this sum-

mer.
Israeli intelligence officials compiled 

their indictment of Arafat from thousands 
of pages of documents seized during its 
month-long sweep through Palestinian 
cities and towns, and from the interroga-
tion of some of the more than 1,800 pris-
oners apprehended in the military action, 
called Operation Protective Wall.

Sharon will share the anti-Arafat mate-
rial with President Bush and other U.S. 
officials he meets during his four-day 
visit. In addition to Rice and Powell, he’s 
due to see Vice President Dick Cheney 
and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 
Advisers to Sharon said he intends to dis-
cuss “the right formula for Palestinians 
to govern themselves,” and to propose 
creation of a buffer zone between the 
West Bank and Israel. A large-scale pro-
gram to rebuild the Palestinian economy 
and public institutions also is part of the 
Israeli plan.

Israeli documents assert that Arafat’s 
allies helped him direct terrorism. They 
say a group called the Saudi Committee 
for Assistance to the al Quds Intifada 
made payments to the families of 102 
“martyrs,” including eight suicide attack-
ers. The report blames Syria for funding 
terror operations of the militant groups 
Hamas and the Islamic Jihad based in 
the Jenin refugee camp. Iran and Iraq are 
described as terror supporters. Even the 
European Union is alleged to be linked to 
militant funding, though not directly. 

The report states that the $9 million 
a month that the Europeans give the 
Palestinian Authority winds up pay-
ing salaries for hundreds of fighters in 
Arafat’s Fatah organization.

The Israeli report contends that two 
men under Arafat were most respon-
sible for terror operations. One is Fouad 
Shubaki, the Palestinian Authority finance 
chief now in prison, who is accused of 
masterminding an attempt to ship 53 tons 
of advanced weaponry to Palestinian 
militants.  The other is Tawfik Tirawi, the 
Palestinian’s security director in the West 
Bank. Sharon “believes that if we want 
to move ahead the peace process it can’t 
be with Arafat,” Naveh said. “It can’t be 
with the person responsible for the cold-
blooded murder of so many Israelis over 
the last year and in a half.”

Bush administration officials Sunday 
tried to balance their disapproval of 
Arafat’s leadership against terrorism with 
their view that he is essential to peace 
negotiations.

“We have made it very clear to 
Chairman Arafat...he cannot continue to 
move in a direction that leads to violence 
and terror,” Powell said on ABC’s “This 
Week.” “He must move in a new direc-
tion.”

Both he and Rice emphasized the 
need for international pressure, especially 
from Saudi Arabia and Jordan, to push 
Arafat away from terrorism and toward 
peace.

“I’m encouraged that a number of our 
Arab friends are giving that same mes-
sage in a powerful way,” Powell said.

Meanwhile, blood continued to spill in 
the West Bank on Sunday. After a bomb 
exploded next to an Israeli tank on patrol 
near Jenin, soldiers fired on three people 
running away. 

The shots killed a Palestinian woman 
and her two young children. The military 

nDiSCUSSioN: The  
Israeli prime minis-
ter is at the capital to 
prove Yasser Arafat’s 
involvement in terror

Adding to the elaborate setting, 
patrons were enlivened by monks 
chanting the Hare Krishna maha-
mantra. 

“The mantra is the eternal ener-
gy of God. It purifies the atmo-
sphere and consciousness of any-
body that hears it,” Noah Phaltz, 
monk, said.

The monks hoped that students 
would leave with a deeper under-
standing of their beliefs.

“We present our culture and 
philosophy to universities. We 
give knowledge of Krishna from a 
wide spectrum so more people can 

understand,” Phaltz said. “People 
are looking for success and happi-
ness and it’s within themselves.” 

The Bahkti Yoga club’s future 
was in limbo since the club con-
sisted of only two members and 
one of them is graduating this 
spring. 

But the publicity the event 
brought fueled other students’ 
interest in keeping the tradition 
alive on campus. 

So if classes kept students from 
participating in this year’s event, 
the Krishnas should return next 
year. 

Just follow the chant.

CULTURE
n from page 1
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By nicole gauDiano
The Record (Bergen County, N.J.)

HACKENSACK, N.J. _ To Z-
100’s “Greg T. Frat Boy,” sitting 
in a park in women’s underwear, 
trespassing on Martha Stewart’s 
property, and fishing for a snapping 
turtle in Glen Rock are all part of the 
schtick.

It was also supposed to be a big 
joke when Diego Ramos of WIOZ-
FM in Philadelphia tried to pay for 
his breakfast with an IOU during a 
live broadcast and then argued with 
police when they responded to a 
theft report.

The DJs call these harmless 
pranks. But are they? If you ask 
some police officers, the joke is over 
when they’re summoned for help.

“It wastes a lot of time,” said 
Bergen County Police Officer Cindy 
Rinehart, who was among those who 
ticketed “Frat Boy” for his turtle-
fishing misadventure in a county 
park in Paramus, N.J. last month. 

“In light of what’s going on today, 
to take resources for the purpose of 
a prank shows thoughtlessness on 
their part.”

A group of fourth-graders at 
Ridgewood’s Willard School agreed. 
The pupils, who blew the whistle 
on the fishing trip, said a joke isn’t 
funny “when it’s dangerous and 
when it hurts somebody.”

Others, such as Z-Morning Zoo 
listener Peggy Quinlan of Glen Rock, 
N.J., find humor in such escapades.

“If you listen to the radio station, 
you know everything he does is silly 
and goofy,” she said. “It certainly 
wasn’t worthy of a ticket.”

Morning show teams have been 
pushing the envelope since the early 
1980s, beginning with man-on-the 
street interviews and morphing 
into one-named, screaming-stunt-
men types who run down the block 
naked, said Ron Rodrigues, editor in 
chief of the Radio & Records weekly 
newspaper.

Rodrigues recalled a disc jockey 
known as “Mancow” who stopped 
traffic on the San Francisco Bay 
Bridge about a dozen years ago so 
his stuntman could get a haircut at 
the toll plaza. The DJ paid a fine 
and did community service but is 
still in the business, broadcasting in 
Chicago, he said.

More recently, San Francisco DJ 

Joseph Lopez of KYLD-FM roamed 
a neighborhood in a prison jumpsuit 
wearing handcuffs and asking resi-
dents to cut them off. The result: He 
got a genuine prison-issued uniform 
and a sentence of 45 days in the San 
Mateo County Jail.

For the most part, Rodrigues said, 
the stuntmen stay on the right side 
of the law in their over-the-top bids 
for attention— and, they hope, more 
listeners. But there are always a few 
who end up going too far.

“I think some of them know where 
the line is and they intentionally go 
over it,” Rodrigues said. “It’s like 
the guy in Philadelphia. What does 
somebody expect when you refuse 
to pay for your meal?” Philadelphia 
police seized tapes of Ramos’ IOU 
broadcast recently, hoping to obtain 
an arrest warrant. They are inves-
tigating whether the on-air stunt-
man acted criminally by triggering 
a false emergency call and secretly 
recording the police officer’s voice, 
said Philadelphia Police Lt. Jim 
Kerrigan.

The prank made the restaurant 
manager nervous, and with good 
reason, Kerrigan said. The eatery 
had been held up two weeks before 
the April 5 incident and the manager 
thought he might be getting robbed 
again, he said.

“If police have to respond to a 

joke, it’s not a joke,” Kerrigan said. 
“It’s serious.” It wasn’t until police 
arrived with guns drawn in Millbrae, 
just outside San Francisco, that the 
orange jumpsuit-clad Lopez and his 
intern admitted they were engaged in 
an on-air stunt.

In Bergen County, Lodi police 
reacted differently when “Frat Boy” 
Greg Tyndorf pulled the same pris-
on-break stunt at a Home Depot in 
2000, bringing authorities from sev-
eral agencies.

Although police said they wished 
they were warned, Lodi police 
Detective Lt. Vince Quatrone called 
it a “borderline case” involving poor 
discretion by the station. The store 
manager declined to press charges 
and police let it go.

“He apologized,” Quatrone said 
of Tyndorf. “The show’s producer 
apologized. They didn’t realize the 
response that was generated from 
an alleged joke.” Indeed, thoughtful 
planning isn’t exactly the driving 
force behind such pranks.

Tom Taylor, editor of the radio 
industry newsletter M Street Daily, 
said the ideas for many morning 
shows just “sort of bubble up” and 
producers run with them.

“That’s part of the fascination with 
these things,” Taylor said. “It doesn’t 
sound planned and you don’t know 
where it’s going to go.”

Last month, a quick stunt triggered 
a police response in Rockville, Md., 
after DJs at WWDC stumbled across 
the keys to a co-worker’s BMW on a 
kitchen counter. 

Morning show host Elliot Segal 
said he didn’t expect the owner to 
“freak out” and call police when one 
of the jocks took the Beamer for a 
quick on-air spin. Despite the minor 
brush with the law, the incident made 
for “hysterical” radio, he said.

“If police get involved, they get 
involved,” Segal said. “It’s not like 
we sit down and say, `What can we 
do to get police mad at us?’”

As far as Tyndorf is concerned, it 
doesn’t hurt when they do.

“I don’t think anybody is specifi-
cally setting out to get in trouble,” he 
said. But, he said, “You need to have 
action. Sometimes when you do get 
in trouble by the authorities, it’s that 
much better.”

Among his more infamous offens-
es, Tyndorf snuck past a maid into 
Martha Stewart’s kitchen in 1997, 
an excursion that got him fined for 
trespassing. 

Another time he tested the no-shirt, 
no-shoes policy of a McDonald’s 
restaurant in Staten Island by drop-
ping his pants. And there was a dis-
orderly conduct charge for running 
on the Long Island Expressway in 
his underwear two years ago.

Even a frat boy has his limits, 
though. Admitting to an uneasiness 
about the police attention, Tyndorf 
pledged to tone down his act with 
warm and fuzzy bits — handing out 
roses, feeding the homeless, jumping 
over garbage cans — at least for a 
few months, anyway.

“We don’t want to get in trouble,” 
he said.

However, no sooner had he said 
that than Tyndorf again was flirting 
with trouble.

This time, the radio stuntman 
drove from Jersey City to Allendale 
wearing a see-through blindfold, in a 
bid to fool other motorists.

Although he wouldn’t get a ticket 
for the prank, it could force an offi-
cer to pull him over _again, taking 
police resources away from genuine 
duties, said Bergen County police 
Capt. Kevin Hartnett.

He conceded, however, that the 
stunt could be a step forward.

“As long as he’s not a danger to 
others or himself— or animal life,” 
Hartnett said, “then he’s on the right 
track.”

Occupation of Church of Nativity contin-
By suDarsan raghavan anD      
alFonso charDy
Knight Ridder Newspapers

BETHLEHEM, West Bank — Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators failed to reach 
a deal Monday to end a five-week stand-
off at the Church of the Nativity, as they 
continued to argue over the fate of a few 
of the men holed up in the church, which 
is surrounded by Israeli forces.

According to Palestinian negotiators 
involved in the discussions, Israel wants 
as many as 14 suspected militants exiled 
to Italy. Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, 
who is involved in the talks, would agree 
to the deportation of no more than seven. 
Another 30 or so men Israel suspects of 
terrorist activities would be sent to Gaza 
and tried by a Palestinian court.

“We are just waiting for the clarifica-
tion of the numbers,” said Canon Andrew 
White, the Anglican Church envoy to the 
Middle East, who is involved in the 

negotiations.
Negotiators are wrestling with the 

details of a compromise that would 
allow freedom for most of the 130 or so 
Palestinians who have been inside the 
church since April 2.

“There is no progress up to now. There 
is a kind of stalemate. Israel is adding 
more and more conditions,” said Yasser 
Abed Rabbo, Palestinian Authority 
Information Minister.

Abed Rabbo said that Israel wanted 
those who are sent into exile in Italy to be 
handed over to an Israeli supreme court 
judge to get official deportation orders. 
“We will never accept that. They want 
to have their law to be applicable in the 
Palestinian areas.”

Colonel Olivier Rafowicz, Israeli 
army spokesperson, said: “At this point 
when we are so close to an agreement. 
The Palestinians are mainly playing for 
details that serve some unclear interest, 
maybe to postpone the agreement.”

As to Israeli charges that Arafat was 

obstructing the negotiations, Abed Rabbo 
said: “Look, the church is our church, 
the town is our town, the people are our 
people. They are the occupiers. They 
should withdraw from our place.”

The issue of exile is critical to 
Palestinians, 4 million of whom are refu-
gees, living around the world. “If you 
accept exile for some people, you have to 
accept thousands in the future,’ said Mitri 
Abu Aitah, the Palestinian Authority 
tourism minister, who resigned as a 
negotiator last Friday and was replaced 
by senior Arafat aides. “It’s not only the 
biggest insult, it’s also the biggest issue” 
for Palestinians, he said.

The standoff at the site where 
Christians believe Jesus was born began 
when militants gathering in Manger 
Square took refuge in the church as the 
Israeli Defense Forces approached as 
part of its West Bank offensive.

Israeli troops ringed the church, post-
ing snipers in nearby buildings and 
flanking the compound with armored 

vehicles. Food and medical supplies have 
grown scarce.

Upon his emergence last week from 
his Ramallah headquarters after a month-
long siege, Arafat said that solving the 
Bethlehem standoff was his first priority. 
Israel has pledged to pull its troops out 
of the West Bank city once the church 
empties.

Though under international pressure to 
withdraw its forces from all Palestinian-
controlled land, Israel insists on the right 
to conduct military operations when it 
has evidence of terror operations.

On Monday, the Army entered the 
West Bank village of Borka, where sol-
diers they detained two members of the 
militant Islamic group Hamas suspected 
of carrying out terrorist attacks against 
Israeli civilians and soldiers. Also, the 
military tightened its position around 
Tulkarem, fearing an imminent terror 
attack from militants based in that West 
Bank city. kRT CaMpUS

“There is no progress up to now,” Yasser Abed Rabbo said.

DJs pushing limits with pranks, angering police
nCoNFLiCT: while 
some call the jokes 
harmless, officers say 
they are a waste of 
time and reckless
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pit, artists collected organic materials to 
be placed around the pots. 

Organic material is abundant at San 
Onofre beach with plush vegetation sur-
rounding the winding path down to the 
water’s edge. 

“It was fun going to get seaweed at the 
beach, it was nice,” Fukae said. 

After the materials were collected, 
Ryan’s class and the Ceramics Club filled 

several pits. In Ryan’s pit-firing process, 
layers of different materials were used. 
At the bottom of the pit he used wood, 
followed by a layer of cow manure, rock 
salt and powdered copper carbonate. 

Then he placed the pots inside, cover-
ing them with a layer of roof tiles. The 
fire was built on top of the tiles in order to 
create the heat needed to fire the pottery. 

The ceramics club used a different 
but- similar-firing technique, however, 
in the end everyone went home with a 
beautifully unique piece of art. 

“Everyone here is a piece of art,”  

CERAMICS
n from page 1

Fiesta for Mexican history

By esMeralDa sosa
daily Titan staff Writer

With his guitar slung around his 
back, Spanish musician Alejandro 
Sanz, dressed in jeans and a sleeve-
less shirt, took the breath away from 
his female fans at Whittier Narrows 
Park, Sunday.

Adoring fans screamed and held 
banners that read “I LOVE YOU 
ALEX” as the singer appeared 
onstage during the Cinco de Mayo 
festival in El Monte. 

“He was great,” said Maria 
Hernandez, of El Monte and a fan 
of Sanz. 

“I waited since 7 a.m. just to see 
him.”

Like Hernandez, many other fans 
patiently waited in the blazing sun 

just to get a glance 
of their idol. Besides 
Sanz’ performance, food, 
drinks and music were 
some of the things listen-
ers of such radio stations 
as KLVE 107.5 FM, 
KSCA 101.9 FM and 
KRCD/CV 103.9AM 
enjoyed during the cel-
ebration.

Hispanic Broadcasting 
Corporation, the largest 
Spanish radio broadcast 
company, sponsored the 
Cinco de Mayo festival 
where about 10,000 lis-
teners gathered to see 
some of their favorite 
artists for free.

The festival celebrat-
ed the victory of the 
Mexican army over the 
French at the Battle of 
Puebla on May 5, 1862. 

Since then, Cinco de 
Mayo is celebrated not 
only in Mexico but also 
in different parts of the world were 
Mexicans reside. 

This year, Whittier Narrows Park 

shined with the per-
formances of art-

ists like Mexican 
singer Ana Barbara 
who performed hits 
such as “Como Me 
Haces Falta” and 
“Me Asusta, Pero Me 
Gusta,” which had 
people dancing to her 
cumbia-style songs. 

During her per-
formance, Renan 
Almedarez Coello, 
better known as DJ “El 
Cucuy de la Manana” 
for “La Nueva” FM 
107.1 radio station, 
joined her onstage. 

Once onstage, 
Coello asked her to 
perform one last song 
that she dedicated to 
all of her fans. 

Brazilian pop sensa-
tion Alexander Pires 
and Mexican singer 
Pilar Montenegro 

also performed at the celebration, 
but most of the attendees came to 
see Sanz in particular. 

Sanz is one of the most prestigious 
artists in Spanish pop music. He 
recently performed his hit “Quisiera 
Ser” with Destiny’s Child during the 
44th Annual Grammy Awards.

Sanz performed four songs includ-
ing “Quisiera Ser” and “Corazon 
Partio.”

He delighted his fans as they 
danced flamenco. 

His performance generated many 
screams from the crowd and one fan 
jumped on the stage to kiss him.

After his performance, Sanz gave 
a live radio interview with Pepe 
Barreto, morning host for KLVE 
107.5 FM. 

Sanz said it was the first time he 
performed that early, but that he had 
a great time with the people. 

Sanz left by inviting all of his fans 
to attend his future concert on June 
23 at the Greek Theatre.

Tania Mendez, of Los Angeles, 
said she waited since 8 a.m. to see 
the singer. 

“It was worth waiting,” Mendez 
said. “He has the most beautiful 
smile. I would do it again.”

“It was worth 

waiting. 

He has the 

most beauti-

ful smile. I 

would do it 

again. ”

Tania 

Mendez,

nFESTiVaL: 
Los Angeles Spanish 
radio stations hosted a 
Cinco de Mayo concert 
with music and dancing

ESMERaLDa SoSa/Daily Titan
Alejandro Sanz plays guitar during the Cinco de Mayo festival.
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Santa Ana celebrates holi-

By JenniFer stewart
daily Titan staff Writer

 
One hundred and forty years 

ago, the underdog and outnumbered 
Mexican army prepared for a battle 
against Napoleon III’s undefeated 
troops in the “Battalla de Puebla.” 

Surprisingly, the militia army 
of Mestizo and Zapotec Indians 
defeated the invading French army, 
establishing Mexico as a free and 
sovereign country.

Today, this holiday is celebrated 
by relaxing with friends, soaking in 
the Mexican culture and enjoying 
the freedom that Cinco de Mayo 
means to so many.

“It really gave a sign to the world 
that Mexico was going to fight 
to retain that autonomy and free-
dom,” said Isaac Cardenas, chair of 
Chicano and Chicana studies at Cal 
State Fullerton. “These are values 
that are important in the U.S.”

While the holiday has gained 
popularity in the United States in 

recent years, in Mexico, Cinco de 
Mayo is less popular than Sept. 16, 
Mexico’s Independence Day.

Cardenas attributes the popular-
ity of this holiday to commercialism 
and calendar compatibility.

“Cinco de Mayo, coming near 
the end of the academic calendar, 
provides time for schools to cel-
ebrate and prepare,” Cardenas said. 
“The holiday has gained popularity 
because of media participation.”

Whatever the reason, this spring-
time holiday has become a day for 
many to revel in national pride and 
heritage.

On Sunday, May 5, the smell 
of simmering carne asada hung in 
the air as hundreds of Chicanos 
and Chicanas gathered in downtown 
Santa Ana to watch folklorico danc-
ers, listen to mariachi musicians and 
stroll the streets.

Families and friends gathered 
around a platform stage to encour-
age a group of Santa Ana High 
School students as they performed a 
traditional folklorico ballet.

“This is important because it is 
part of my heritage and roots,” said 
Delia Torres, a member of the SAHS 
Folklorico Xcaret. “Plus, it’s a fun 
way to celebrate my heritage.”

After an exhausting performance 
in the sweltering sun, the dancers 
mingled behind the stage congratu-
lating one another on a flawless 

performance.
“The dancers add diversity,” 

said JoAnn Silva, the director of 
Folklorico Xcaret. “Many people 
see one dance, but we represent up 
to 20 states in Mexico.”

However, the dancers were only 
a small part of the fiesta. Nane 
Harocho, host of “Cuanto Cuesta,” 
made an appearance and serenaded 
the appreciative crowd.

Various mariachis lined the 
streets, adding mood music to the 
bustling downtown.

Merchants sold their wares, and 
children munched on chicharrons, 
a snack similar to pork rinds, and 
mangos.

“I brought my children here 
because I want them to learn about 
Mexico and its heritage,” said 
Louis, a native of VelaCruz, a state 
in Mexico.

While the celebration allowed 
many to remember the home they 
had left so many years before, some 
felt homesick.

“I miss the culture and the people, 
the neighborhoods, we are really 
free in Mexico,” said Charmen, who 
only said she was from Mexico. 

On May 5, 1862, Mexican and 
French troops met in the small town 
of Puebla, just 100 miles east of the 
nation’s capital.

Mexico was in trouble. After win-
ning their freedom from Spain, the 

newly sovereign country was poor 
and in shambles. 

The French decided that this 
was a strategic time to take over 
and land a neighboring spot to the 
United States.

The tattered army of renegade 
Indian soldiers was not about to 
let the brightly uniformed French 
troops take over without a fight. 
Napoleon’s army hadn’t been 
defeated in 50 years.

Benito Jaurez, Mexico’s first 
Indian president, commanded his 
army to push on and prepare to bat-
tle an army almost double in size.

After a day of roaring cannons 
and exhausting combat, the French 
troops retreated.

Mexico had established itself as 
independent.

Some historians argue that 
Mexico’s Cinco de Mayo win helped 
the United States remain safe from 
an attack by Napoleon’s army.

“Cinco de Mayo signifies free-
dom,” Cardenas said. “When you 
have almost 50 percent of peo-
ple in Mexico having a relative or 
acquaintance in America, this holi-
day stands as a strong connection.”

nREFLECTioN: City 
residents gathered in 
honor of “Battalla de 
Puebla,” when Mexico 
defeated the French 
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In the world of student Web 
sites, Lori Anderson knows Tusk 
Magazine’s first award is a sign of 
good things to come. 

Student Leader magazine recently 
recognized the site, from California 
State University, Fullerton, as one of 
the best Web sites for student orga-
nizations in the country. 

“We strive for putting together the 
best we can in writing, photography 
and design and this is an example of 
what we can accomplish when we 
work together,” said Anderson, the 
magazine’s editor-in-chief.

The one-year-old news magazine, 
which features articles on personal 
experiences, was selected for its 
Web design, photography and in-
depth content, a combination that 
Anderson said is paramount to the 
magazine’s goal of combining stu-
dents from the College of Arts and 
the College of Communications to 
produce the publication.  

Since only 3,000 copies of Tusk 
Magazine were printed at the school, 
which has more than 30,000 stu-
dents, Anderson said the Web site 
was another way to reach more stu-
dents and market the product.

The competition required entrants 
to complete an online application, 
and sites were judged on several 
criteria, including content, design, 
interactivity, user-friendliness, the 
number of visitors and links and 

timeliness.
More than 150 entries were split 

into five categories – national orga-
nizations, campus groups, student 
governments, campus publications 
and best of the rest – and were 
ranked on a star system. The win-
ning Web sites will receive Web-
publishing software donated by co-
sponsor Macromedia.

Williams Students Online, 
a resources site for students at 
Williams College in Williamstown, 
Mass., was a winner in the campus 
groups category. The site was select-
ed for its unique features, including 
Webmail, a faculty ratings service 
and a Facebook of campus students, 
which provides everything from 
addresses to dating status.

“We view ourselves as one of the 
top organizations in the country,” 
said Williams College senior Joe 
Masters, the Web site’s adminis-
trative assistant. “We’re just very 
focused on creating services. We 
fill a lot of different functions. (The 
Facebook) is the ultimate way to find 
out about someone pretty quickly.”

Student Leader’s editors, who 
served as judges, have already 
received entries for next year’s con-
test and hope the competition will 
make student organizations improve 
their Web sites.

“We feel that if you are going to 
have a Web site, there needs to be 
a point to it,” said John Lamothe, 
the magazine’s associate editor. “It 
has to offer its visitors something 
to bring them back, and it has to be 
a resource tool. Through our maga-
zine, we just want to show our read-
ers the good sites that are out there, 
so that hopefully, they can look at 
those sites and take those ideas and 
improve their own sites.”

The monthly Student Leader 
magazine provides leadership and 
management tips to campus leaders 
at schools nationwide.

sTudeNT LeadeR MaGaZINe 
BesT sTudeNT WeB sITes
National Organizations Division

ResidentAssistant.com 
(http://www.residentassistant.com)

Predentistry.com (http://www.predentistry.com)
CritiqueMe.com (http://www.critiqueme.com)

 
Campus Groups Division

Williams Students Online - Williams College, 
Williamstown, Mass. (http://wso.williams.edu)
James Madison Recreation - James Madison

University, Harrisonburg, Va. (http://www.jmu.edu/
recreation)

Association for Computing Machinery - Temple 
University, Philadelphia (http://acm.temple.edu)
 

Campus Publications
Northern Star - Northern Illinois University,

DeKalb, Ill. (http://www.star.niu.edu)
Mace and Crown - Old Dominion University,
Norfolk, Va. (http://www.maceandcrown.com)

The Daily Iowan - University of Iowa, Iowa City,
Iowa (http://www.dailyiowan.com)

 
Best of the Rest

Tusk Magazine - California State University, 
Fullerton (http://tuskmagazine.fullerton.edu)

KTSW Radio - Southwest Texas State University,
San Marcos, Texas (http://www.ktsw.net)

Tusk Magazine receives 
nRECoGNiTioN: 
CSUF student web 
site was honored 
nationally for superb 
content and design 

U.S. forces 
patrol bor-

By ken Moritsugu
Knight Ridder Newspapers

KHOST, Afghanistan —
Donning camouflage fatigues and 
night-vision goggles, a small team 
of U.S. special forces stole over 
the border from Afghanistan into 
Pakistan repeatedly last month 
in an attempt to capture a top 
al-Qaida official and a former 
Taliban minister, according to an 
Afghan warlord who assisted the 
mission.

The nightly forays followed a 
Pakistani informant’s tip that ex-
Taliban leader Jalaluddin Haqqani 
and Ayman al Zawahiri, No. 2 to 
Osama bin Laden in the al-Qaida 
leadership, were living in a village 
four miles inside the Pakistani 
border, Commander Mohammed 
Mustafa told a handful of visiting 
journalists here last weekend.

The mission failed to find the 
two. But the episode, the second 
reported U.S. operation in recent 
weeks aimed at the same figures, 
underlines what the U.S. military 
operation has become: a huge 
manhunt on the Afghan-Pakistan 
border.

The terrorist leaders cross fre-
quently between Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, changing where 
they stay to try to elude capture, 
according to Mustafa and other 
warlords in Khost, a small city 
less than 20 miles from the border 
with Pakistan. They presume that 
bin Laden is among those making 
the crossings.

“Bin Laden can come into 
Afghanistan and go out easily,” 
Mustafa said. “I think the area 
people help him.”

Meanwhile, British and 
Canadian-led operations are 

sweeping across former al-Qaida 
strongholds on the Afghan side 
to destroy caves and otherwise 
make the areas unusable in case 
al-Qaida forces return.

British Royal Marines with 
operations bases atop two 11,000-
foot peaks are descending into 
the valleys to search for caves 
and weapons caches and any al-
Qaida or Taliban cachés who may 
remain.

The 60-square-mile area “is of 
enormous potential importance 
to the al-Qaida and Taliban,” 
said Brigadier Roger Lane, the 
top British military official in 
Afghanistan, in an interview 
Monday at Bagram Air Base, the 
coalition’s headquarters.

He said that al-Qaida and 
Taliban soldiers escaped through 
the area after being routed out 
of their base in the Shah-e-Kot 
region by Operation Anaconda, 
a major U.S.-led assault in early 
April.

“The strategic effect I’m trying 
to achieve is to make sure that we 
are denying them the possibility 
of having sanctuaries in which 
they can train terrorists,” Lane 
said.

Last month’s special forces 
mission began after the Pakistani 
informant told Cmdr. Mustafa that 
Haqqani and Zawahiri were stay-
ing in a house in the Pakistani 
village. The United States is 
offering $25 million for the cap-
ture of Zawahiri, 50, considered 
the operational brains behind 
bin Laden. He is the founder of 
Egyptian Islamic Jihad, a violent 
fundamentalist group that merged 
with al-Qaida in 1998.

Haqqani, the second fugitive 
leader, was named commander 
in chief of the Taliban armed 
forces in September. Allied forces 
bombed his home in Kabul, killing 
several relatives, but Haqqani, a 
resourceful fighter from the years 
of Afghanistan’s Soviet occupa-
tion, is thought to have escaped.

nwORLD: Manhunt 
continues between 
Afghanistan and 
Pakistan for terrorist 
leaders and officials
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You’ve got explosive mail

The Daily Titan article poli-
Letters to the Editor should be brief and are subject to edit-
ing.  They should also include a signature and telephone 
number.  
Editorials are the opinion of the editorial board,  comprised 
of the Editor in Chief, Managing Editor, News Editor, Opinion 
Editor and section editors.  
Columns are the personal opinion of the writer.  They do not 
reflect those of the university, the faculty, The Daily Titan or 
the student body.

By afni adnan‑
Daily Titan Staff Writer

‑
I was never a fan of Ozzy Osbourne. 

All I knew about him was that he 
was a heavy metal star, but when 
MTV decided to put together a televi‑
sion show centered around his life, I 
couldn’t help but tune in out of curios‑
ity. Ever since then, I’ve been hooked.

I’m not the only one who has 
become slightly addicted to the show. 
“The Osbournes,” which became 
MTV’s highest debut series with five 
million viewers, depicts the everyday 
life of heavy metal superstar, Ozzy 
Osbourne, his wife Sharon and their 
two kids, Kelly and Jack. 

Thanks to the camera’s access, 
viewers get to see Ozzy dress up as a 
“Lady Marmelade” girl for a parody 
video, watch him vandalize his neigh‑
bor’s property and clean up after his 
not‑so‑house‑trained dogs.

Let’s not forget the cursing, which 
is the very essence of the Osbournes. 
This is a family who doesn’t only 
condone using profanities, but uses it 
in every other sentence. ‑

The reason why “The Osbournes” 
is such a hit show is simple: It’s 

hilarious. Week after 
week, I laugh so 
hard watching this 
family go about liv‑
ing their daily lives. 
What makes things 
even funnier is that 
most of the time, I 
can’t even under‑
stand half the things 
Ozzy says.

The family 
dynamic is one of 
the reasons why 
“The Osbournes” has 
become such a huge 
success. No matter 
how many times 
they swear at each 
other or fight, the 
Osbournes are very 
much a loving fam‑
ily. They have their 
own...special way of 
dealing with their problems (I use the 
term “special” very loosely). That is 
what makes the show stand out from 
the rest of the family sitcoms. Unlike 
those stereotypical family shows, there 
are no morals to be learned. “The 
Osbournes” is just meant to be pure 

entertainment 
with no pur‑
pose of teaching 
young ones any 
profound lessons 
about life. 

Ozzy may have 
already secured 
a loyal fan base 
from his days in 
Black Sabbath 
and as one of 
the godfathers of 
heavy metal, but 
with this show, 
he has attracted 
legions of new 
fans, those who 
love his out‑of‑
this‑world antics 
and twisted sense 
of humor. ‑

Even Ozzy’s 
wife, Sharon, is a 

character. In one episode, she got into 
a heated argument with the next‑door 
neighbor and started throwing meat on 
their lawn. 

Kelly, the middle child, with her 
“creative” wardrobe and colorful hair, 
is a feisty 17‑year‑old. She can be a 

whiner and has her occasional tan‑
trums, but she is in need of affection.

Jack, the designated rebel in the 
family, is somewhat of a loner. He 
dons a mohawk and boasts an I‑don’t‑
give‑a‑crap attitude. 

It was hard for me to imagine Ozzy 
as a family man. He has a persona as 
being this dark and demented indi‑
vidual with a tortured soul. He wears 
make‑up and is covered in tattoos. But 
he drives an SUV and lives in Bel‑Air 
among the yuppies. His former neigh‑
bor used to be Pat Boone.

Even though the Osbournes might 
be dysfunctional, at least they’re hon‑
est with each other, which isn’t the 
case with most families these days. 
Most families in America are mun‑
dane, but the Osbourne household is 
never dull. Out‑of‑control maybe, but 
never dull.

Now that “The Osbournes” have 
set the standards for the next batch 
of family shows, what other fam‑
ily will MTV snatch up for its next 
installment? “The Osmonds” maybe? 
I seriously hope not. I’m still trying to 
recover from the “Donny and Marie 
Show.”

By KaThleen GuTierrez
Daily Titan Managing Editor

Although it was 10 years ago, I can still remember 
my brother and I in our front yard watching thick, 
black smoke rising from just a few miles away. We 
were so excited at the thought that a riot, a real race 
riot, was erupting in Los Angeles and we were old 
enough to fully experience it.

We would take turns running into the house and 
watching the local news coverage and jetting back 
outside to see it from our own perspective. As the 
hours passed, the sky transformed from a bright 
blue to a hazy yellow‑tinged, soot‑infested gray. The 
smoldering had finally made its way into the sur‑
rounding neighborhoods.

Excited is not exactly a term most Angelenos 
would use to describe what occurred after the acquit‑
tal of Los Angeles police officers in the blatantly 
racial beating of Rodney King. There was a certain 
level of fear for us — the idea that the uprising might 
infiltrate into our Norwalk neighborhood — but we 
knew that something historical was occurring and 

we understood the social context it was expressing.
This was our transitional period of race relations.
Up until that moment in 1992, my brother and 

I had little to attach our lives to in regard to ethnic 
conflict in the United States. We were born in the 
1970s and could only remember things like the 
Rainbow Coalition, a weak attempt by Reverend 
Jesse Jackson to harmonize the nation racially and 
politically. Our parents talked about racial conflicts 
of the 1960s and how difficult it was to go through 
the transition of integration.

Yet, as products of counter‑culture parents, my 
brother and I did not fully understand the riots. 
We thought that rebellion was a matter of intel‑
lectual expression, like protesting the Vietnam War. 
We expected people to remain civilized and find a 
constructive outlet for their frustration. We never 
expected that Rodney King’s suffering would mean 
we could go steal a VCR or a TV. 

But that is what we saw occurring over and over 
again on television. People carrying sofas, diapers, 
basically anything they could get their hands on were 

filmed running out of stores and off to their homes. 
The riots were less about racial injustice and more 

about social consumer gluttony. It made no sense 
to steal a microwave in the name of Rodney King. 
It made sense to pray, as one man did when he saw 
Reginald Denny pulled out of his big rig and beaten 
on the street. It made sense to write, “black owned,” 
on a storefront to protect it from vandalism. It did not 
make sense to water down the roof of our homes for 
fear that it may burn down. King’s beating opened 
up a portal to all the anger and resentment leftover 
from the transitional 60s and 70s social movements. 
At the same time though, it gave tremendous relief to 
the source of all our pain. It was the breaking point 
for race relations.

Now, in 2002, the tension is not as strained as it 
was on that afternoon. It settled rather quickly and 
rebuilding was immediate. It does not mean that 
frustration does not still exist. It does not mean that 
another riot will not occur. 

But it does mean that we are more socially 
aware.

Prince of darkness’ guide to parenting

L.A. riots resulted in social aware-

If you want someone to listen 
to your cause, control the urge and 
don’t bomb mailboxes. Even though 
the FBI keeps tabs on you and the 
media follows your every action, it 
does not mean they care about what 
you’re saying. You’re simply a loon 
with a few potentially lethal bombs. 

What is it about the Midwest and 
postal loonies? Yes, there are indeed 
decent human beings that exist and 
emerge from the middle America 
states like Iowa, Nebraska, Montana 
and Illinois; but with the infamous 
“Unabomber” tag line lingering in 
most American’s minds, it seems 
fashionable in the rural areas to strap 
a bomb to your UPS package and 
include a manifesto!

Since Friday, 15 bombs have been 
found in random rural mailboxes in 
Iowa, Nebraska and Illinois. All had 
the same note attached signed by 
“someone who cares.”

In the letter (found at FBI.gov) the 
bomber goes on a tirade about death 
and apparently the government’s 
connection to our mortality. 

“You allow yourself to fear death!” 
Yeah, so? 

“In avoiding death you are forced 
to conform, you suffer mentally and 

physically. (Are world powers utiliz‑
ing the natural survival instinct in a 
way that allows them to capitalize on 
the people?) To ‘live’ (avoid death) 
in this society you are forced to con‑
form/slave away.” So anyone who 
is physically alive is conforming to 
the status quo? Doesn’t conformity 
include wearing Abrocrombie and 
Fitch? 

“I’m here to help you realize/
understand that you will live no mat‑
ter what!” This person has solved the 
aging process! Sure beats producing 
an infomercial to gain publicity.

Suffice to say, the bomber is a 
nut. And what did one 18‑year‑old 
man decide to do with his spare 
time on Sunday? He placed a fake 
mail bomb in a Nebraskan mailbox. 
Presumably this was his audition for 
the film version of “Jackass” and not 
a cognitive choice to propagate a fear 
of mail in America.

If anything, actions like these will 
force the government to raise postal 
stamp costs and postal workers will 
need to suit up in bullet‑proof vests 
much like members of the press 
in Israel. No good can come from 
bombs in the mail.

Kimberly Pierceall/Daily Titan
Ozzy Osbourne

“World’s Greatest Dad!”
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nBASEBALL: Despite a disappointing Saturday performance, the Titans 
pulled off a series win at UCI as they moved from first to third to second

kAtiE cumpEr/Daily Titan
Titan hitters collected 32 RBIs in the weekend series at UC Irvine. 

CSUF slips and slides in the Big 
By RicaRdo sanchez, JR.
Daily Titan Staff Writer

After falling from first to third in 
the Big West last week, the Cal State 
Fullerton baseball team continued a 
seesaw battle for positioning in the 
standings at Anteater Park against 
UC Irvine this weekend.

Friday night, the Titans were up 
as the offense came alive, providing 
Wes Littleton (8-3) with plenty of 
support in a 13-5 blowout that put 
them into second place by half a 
game over the Anteaters.

But Saturday they were back in 
third, after Titan starting pitcher 
Darric Merrell was pulled from the 
game after only 2.1 innings of work, 
leaving with his shortest outing of 
the season and a 9-7 loss.

Eventually, in Sunday’s 12-5 win, 
Chris Stringfellow, Jason Corapci 
and David Fischer provided most of 
the runs as the Titans came out on 
top with a series win, avoiding what 
would have been its first road series 
lost since 2000.  

The Titans improved to 31-16 
overall and 12-6 in Big West play, 
jumping half a game ahead of UC 
Irvine for second place, but still 
trailing the Cal State Northridge 

Matadors by three games for first.
Long Beach State 49ers dropped 

out of the top four spots in the Big 
West after losing their series against 
the Cal Poly Mustangs this week-
end.

Stringfellow had a career day 
Sunday, hitting a grand slam in 
the first inning and later driving 
in a run on a ground out, giving 
him nine RBIs over the weekend. 
Stringfellow’s bat has been rela-
tively quiet for most of the season 
but his leadership and his consistent 
and sometimes spectacular play in 
center field is crucial in the Titan 
line-up.After missing an inter-week 
game last week because of soreness 
in his shoulder, second baseman 
Corapci returned strong to the start-
ing line up and Sunday he added 
another home run and some doubles 
to his season totals.

Right fielder Shane Costa also 
continues to be impressive, going 
3-for-5 Friday, and was a home run 
away from hitting for the cycle. 

Littleton, who has been the Titans’ 
best starting pitcher, saw his ERA 
rise to a still low 1.57, after he 
again struggled in the first inning 
on Friday. 

He allowed the first two batters 

he faced to score but later regained 
his composure. Littleton went on 
to pitch a complete game, striking 
out seven batters and retiring 11 
consecutive batters at two different 
points in the game.

The Anteaters weren’t in second 
place for nothing. They battled back 
in Saturday’s win and were led by 
Chris Klemm. Klemm went 4-for-5 
with a pair of doubles and four RBIs 
to help run Titan pitcher Merrell 
from the game. 

Merrell has not pitched as well as 
the coaching staff expected and his 
ERA has ballooned to 6.75.

The Titans tried to rally in the 
ninth. Down by five runs, Geoff 
Comfort, Fischer and pinch hitter 
Blake Garrett spanked consecutive 
singles to bring the potential tying 
run to the plate. But it was all 
for nothing as catcher P.J. Pilittere 
struck out and gave Anteater pitcher 
Paul French 11 strikeouts on the 
night.

The Titans travel to Pepperdine 
Tuesday for a non-conference game 
before they battle UC Riverside at 
Goodwin Field this weekend.

Twins, Expos  
aren’t ready 
to give up 
By BRian ThaTcheR
Daily Titan Asst. Sports Editor

A script for a fourth sequel to 
the movie “Major League” could 
be written from the real-life events 
that have occurred in baseball this 
season.

In the movie, the Cleveland 
Indians have been consistent cellar-
dwellers and face being moved at the 
end of the season, simply because a 
money-hungry owner cares more 
about the team’s bottom line than 
their nightly box scores.

The team rallies around this fact 
and wins their division despite all 
odds.

In real life, the two franchises that 
faced contraction in the off-season – 
the Minnesota Twins and Montreal 
Expos – face very similar situations 
to that of their movie counterpart 
this season. And so far, they have 
played like there is no tomorrow 
– despite commissioner Bud Selig’s 
attempt to shrink the league. 

The Twins, who are the current 
American League Central Division 
leaders, own a 20-12 overall record 
and this season’s 14-2 home record 
is the best in the league – this at 
a field, the Metrodome, which is 
supposed to be among the worst in 
baseball.

Fans in Minnesota, led by Gov. 
Jesse Ventura, have put up some 
opposition against the Twins’ owner 
Carl Pohlad’s attempts to offer up 
his team to contraction by signing 
petitions. They have not, however, 
shown much support by actually 
showing up to the games.

Attendance for Twins games this 
season is respectable, but low at 

19,599. The number ranks 21st in 
baseball. 

Along with their impressive 
record, members of the team have 
given some impressive individual 
performances to go along with the 
teams’ winning ways.

Minnesota center fielder Torii 
Hunter who, along with first base-
man Doug Mientkiewicz won a 
2001 Gold Glove, was named the 
American League’s Player of the 
Month for April. He was the first 
member of the Twins to win Player 
of the Month honors since Kirby 
Puckett in 1992.

The Expos are a team that many 
people agree should be contracted. 
They have not been in contention 
in the National League East since 
the strike-shortened season of 1994 
and they have no real tradition to 
fall back on.

They were put up for sale in 
2001 and, when no one offered 
to buy them, were purchased by 
Major League Baseball on a tem-
porary basis until the team could be 
sold, relocated or contracted in the 
upcoming off season.

But, like the Twins, they have 
refused to go quietly into the night. 
Until a recent four-game losing 
streak that placed them one game 
behind the first place New York 
Mets in the east with a 17-14 record, 
they have led their division.

The team, which is managed by 
league appointee Frank Robinson, is 
led by one of baseball’s most domi-
nating overall players in Vladimir 
Guerrero.

Guerrero, like Hunter, was named 
Player of the Month in the National 
League for the month of April. 

ASSociAtEd prESS
Fans, managers and players alike are confused by the leagues’ 
indecision over the Minnesota Twins and the Montreal Expos.

ncommENtArY: They might lack fan support 
but Minnesota and Montreal won’t go quietly

Montreal has been unable to get 
the kind of fan support that the 
Twins have garnered mostly due to 
the fact that they play in a hockey 
country and the fans know that the 
team will be most likely be gone at 
the end of the season. 

They have only been able to mus-
ter an average of 8,142 fans at home 
games, and that number ranks them 
dead last in all of baseball for per-
game average.

Talk of pennants and postseason 
may be completely premature see-
ing as it is barely May and the sea-
son is far from over.

But if the teams are looking for 

something to rally around, they 
might think of using an idea the 
Indians had in Major League. 

When Cleveland learned of the 
owners’ plan to move the team, their 
manager got a picture of the owner 
and put a segmented dress on her. 
After each win, the manager would 
pull off a section so that, once all 
clothing was gone, the owner was 
left standing in nothing but sexy 
lingerie and a dialogue box that said 
“you guys stink.”

But on second thought, I hope 
no one ever tortures another human 
being with a picture of Selig in any-
thing less than a suit.

Titans have a not  
so easy weekend

By BRian ThaTcheR
Daily Titan Asst. Sports Editor

The Cal State Fullerton softball 
team got an unexpected challenge 
last weekend when they traveled to 
UC Santa Barbara for a three-game 
Big West Conference series.

On paper, the Gauchos (26-34 
overall, 11-10 in Big West) aren’t 
even in the same ballpark as the No. 
9 Titans (47-11 overall, 19-2 in Big 
West). But after a 10-1 blowout at 
the hands of CSUF in the first game 
of the series, UCSB threatened to 
steal a game from Fullerton in both 
of the final two. In the end, Santa 
Barbara dropped both games, 7-6 
and 3-2. 

“We beat them pretty bad in the 
first game and when that happens, 
sometimes you can feel like that’s 
just how it’s supposed to be,” Titan 
coach Michelle Gromacki said. “But 
[UCSB] had a pitcher that did really 
well and when they challenged us in 
the next two games, the girls didn’t 
get frustrated. It was more ‘how are 
we going to beat them?’”

The sweep kept Fullerton on pace 
in the Big West race. The Titans are 
currently tied with the Pacific Tigers 
for first place in the conference. 
Pacific holds the tie-breaker because 
they took two of three from CSUF in 
the only regular season match-up of 
the two teams. Fullerton will travel 
to Cal Poly San Luis Obispo next 
weekend to close out the season 
while the Tigers welcome Cal State 
Northridge for their season finale.

CSUF got things started Saturday 
by stretching their offensive muscle 
against UCSB. They scored five runs 
in both the first and fourth innings to 
overwhelm the Gauchos, 10-1.

The Titan offensive explosion 
would be more than enough support 
for starting pitcher Jodie Cox (16-4), 
who picked up her twelfth consecu-
tive victory. 

Coming off consecutive no-
hitters in her previous two starts, 

Cox allowed just four hits and an 
unearned run in the fifth while strik-
ing out three batters and walking 
none.

In the fourth, Cox smashed a solo 
home run to help her own cause. 
First baseman Monica Lucatero and 
Topping followed suit as the Titans 
put together back-to-back-to-back 
home runs.

In the second game, Santa Barbara 
jumped to an early 3-0 lead, only to 
see the lead slip away as Fullerton 
answered with three runs of their 
own.

With the score tied going into 
the sixth, Cox blew things wide 
open with her first grand slam of the 
season to give the Titans the lead 
for good.

The Gauchos threatened with 
three runs in the bottom of the sev-
enth, but Cox, who came in to relieve 
Robitaille (12-4) in the sixth, shut 
down the threat to give CSUF the 
win and Cox her first career save.

“They just kept coming back,” 
Titan red-shirt freshman Jocelyn 
Evans said. “It was good because 
we need to be challenged before 
regionals. Our coaches were very 
happy with the way we worked 
through things.” 

The Titans threw their ace, Gina 
Oaks (19-3), in the final game of the 
series and she pitched well enough 
for the win. She did let two leads get 
away, however, and hit four UCSB 
batters on the day.

Yasmin Mossadeghi provided 
two of the Titans three runs with a 
towering home run in the sixth to 
tie the score at two and a sacrifice-
fly that scored pinch-runner Brittany 
Ziegler in the top of the seventh for 
the eventual winning run.

“At the end of the weekend, I told 
the girls to bring it on,” Gromacki 
said. “We had an opportunity to 
take a step backward or forward this 
weekend, and I really feel we moved 
ahead.”

nSoFtBALL: Gauchos become a surprising 
opponent but Fullerton still pulls off the vic-

USA Softball Team invites two more from 
By BRian ThaTcheR
Daily Titan Asst. Sports Editor

Two more Titans were honored 
last week with invites to tryout for 
the 2002 USA Softball National 
Team.

Seniors Yasmin Mossadeghi and 
Monica Lucatero will join juniors 
Jenny Topping and Gina Oaks as 
part of a group of 60 players from 
around the nation who will compete 
for a spot on the team.

“I was kind of shocked, surprised 
and happy all at the same time,” 
Mossadeghi said. “I am part of 
a spectacular team and it’s nice 
because players like Monica and 
myself are getting recognition.”

The national team will compete in 
tournaments all over North America, 
including the world championships 
in Saskatoon, Canada from July 25-
August 4.  

The team will be split into two 
squads, with the first team compet-
ing in tournaments and the second 
team, or the USA Softball Elite 
Team, preparing the first team 
through scrimmages and exhibi-
tions. 

The Elite team will also compete 
in the Canada Cup along with the 
first team from July 16-21.

Topping, who competed for the 
USA Blue Team last year, received 
an automatic invite while Oaks was 
named earlier this year in the first 

stage of selections.
Mossadeghi and Lucatero are 

both having career years for the 
Titans this season. 

Mossadeghi is hitting .364 with 
12 home runs and 39 RBIs. She 
leads the Big West in home runs and 
hits with 57. 

Lucatero is hitting .325 with nine 
home runs and a league-leading 45 
RBIs.

The two are among the top 10 in 
the Big West in average, slugging 
percentage, on-base percentage and 
hits. 

Current Titans aren’t the only 
ones who were invited to the try-
outs. Former Titan catcher Debbie 
Schneider, who attended CSUF in 

1987 and 1988, was also asked to 
attend. She is still active with soft-
ball in Japan.

Titan coach Michelle Gromacki, 
who is also among pool of 12 
coaches who could lead the team, 
said she is happy that USA Softball, 
which is the national governing 
body of softball, has taken notice to 
the talent on her team.

“To me, everyone on the team is 
important,” Gromacki said. “But 
it’s nice that our team is getting 
recognized nationally.”

Gromacki, who competed on the 
national team off and on between 
1985 and 1996, could be a great 
mentor in teaching these players 
how to not let such an honor dis-

tract them from their school’s goal, 
which is winning the title.

In 1986, she led CSUF to their 
only national championship while 
also competing on the national 
team.

“I don’t think it’s going to take 
away from our team,” Gromacki 
said. “We’re focused on our mission 
of winning a title.”

Mossadeghi also doesn’t seem 
to think there is much cause for 
worry.

“I feel that personally, [the 
national team] is not something I’m 
focused on right now,” she said. 
“It’s in the back of my mind, but I 
know that right now we have to be 
focused on winning the [College] 

nHoNorS: Seniors Mossadeghi and Lucatero become part of the 60-athlete group vying for a spot on the National squad
COMING 

WEDNESDAY

nThe CSUF men’s 
and women’s track 
team takes weekend 
road trip to Irvine 
for the Steve Scott 
Invitational

nTitan baseball goes 
to Pepperdine 


