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Student travel agency bought by 

By Theresa salinas
daily Titan Staff writer

Council Travel, the nation’s largest 
student travel agency, recently was 
purchased by a former competitor 
marking the end of the company’s 
two-month reorganization period. 

The New York-based travel agency 
filed for Chapter 11 protection on Feb. 

5. Company officials said the firm 
filed for bankruptcy to protect itself 
from financial problems that its parent 
company, usitWORLD, was experi-
encing in Europe.

The move launched Council Travel 
into a reorganization period, in which 
the company considered restructuring 
or selling its assets. Council Travel 
continued to do business, selling air-
line tickets through STA Travel, the 
world’s leading student travel com-
pany.

STA Travel purchased Council 
Travel’s assets on April 1. 

“The acquisition of Council Travel 
comes at the right time for us, when 
industry pressures are forcing con-
solidation and placing a premium on 

the size and efficiency of operations,” 
said Nick Thomas, president of STA 
Travel USA. “It will allow us to com-
pete more effectively and position 
us very strongly in a unique niche 
market.”

Products purchased through 
Council Travel before or during the 
reorganization period will be honored, 
said Michael Burns, former vice presi-
dent of marketing for Council Travel.

For years, Council Travel and STA 
Travel competed for student dollars. 
STA Travel has more than 400 offices 
worldwide. Council Travel owned 
more than 175 shops in the United  
States and overseas. Both organiza-
tions help students plan excursions at 
a discounted rate. 

“While the companies are similar, 
STA provides students with better 
buying power,” said Andria Piekarz, 
vice president of sales and marketing 
for STA Travel.

Through the acquisition, STA 
Travel purchased 65 Council Travel 
shops across the country. The Cal 
State Fullerton shop, located on the 
first floor of the Titan Student Union, 
remains open. 

“We’re very committed to providing 
student travel at Cal State Fullerton,” 
Piekarz said.

CSUF store manager Susan 
Anthony declined to comment on the 
purchase, instead referring calls to 
STA’s marketing department. 

The CSUF location will continue 

to assist students in purchasing and 
booking travel items. Consultants help 
students reserve airline tickets, car 
rentals and hotel rooms. They also 
sell international student ID cards and 
hostel passes. 

The store contributes about $14,000 
annually to the TSU operating budget. 
About 30 to 40 students visit the shop 
each day to pick up brochures or plan 
trip itinerary. Students often line up 
out the door. A local office helps client 
overflow.

Piekarz said that CSUF students 
will benefit from STA Travel’s reputa-
tion as a leader in the student travel 
industry. 

For example, STA Travel offers a 
budget hotel service. Council Travel 

did not. 
The service allows clients to book 

hotels, hostels and other low-cost 
lodging through agents or via the 
company Web site, www.sta.com. 
Accommodations are evaluated by 
STA Travel employees for safety and 
cleanliness.

“These hotels are not typically 
available to travel agencies,” Piekarz 
said.

Student Daniel Chan said he is 
interested in exploring the services 
that STA Travel offers. He is planning 
a trip to Mexico next spring. 

“It seems convenient,” he said. “If 
they have a good reputation, they’ll 
probably be able to help me out.”

Striking with some style

LaILa DErakShaNIaN/Daily Titan
Barry Bryant lets it roll at TSU’s Underground where bowling is free every Thursday.

naCQUISITION: The 
vacation broker geared 
for university profits 
was purchased by its 
closest competitor

Indie films 
celebrated 
at banquet

By shannon Gladys
daily Titan Staff writer

Tinseltown is invading 
Orange County.

All the glitz and glamour 
of the Academy Awards will 

be mirrored at the fourth annual 
Television Film Awards this 
weekend. The awards recognize 
outstanding television and film 
work by Cal State Fullerton 
students.

This year’s semi-formal 
event, which includes a buffet 
dinner, will be held at 5 p.m. at 
Dave & Busters at the Block of 
Orange.

No, it is not the actual 
Academy Awards, but it’s 
CSUF’s version of it and it is 
just as rewarding as the real 
thing.

For Best Picture nominee, 
Jeff Wilson, 24, the experience 
of being nominated was unex-
pected.

“I was pretty excited about 
it,” said Wilson, a radio-TV-
film major. “I put a lot of time 

and effort into it.”
His eight-minute picture 

“Cell Mates,” which he wrote, 
directed and produced while in a 

film-introduction course, took four days to shoot and 
many more hours to edit.

“The editing was a huge ordeal,” Wilson said. It was 
extremely difficult because it was my first time on film.  
It’s much different than working with video.” 

While poking fun at the growing popularity of cell-
phone usage among students, the film offered Wilson 

nrECOGNITION: The Television 
Film awards will honor students 
with talent in making movie magic
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“It’s  

something 

excellent to 

have on your 

resume if 

you’re 

nominated 

or win.”

Michael 
Goss,

President of the 

CSUF backs 
civil service 

By erick Fierro MarTinez
daily Titan Staff writer

Recently, Cal State Fullerton along with 350 other 
universities nationwide, joined together to become the 
founding members of “A Call To Serve.”

The program was launched by the Partnership for 
Public Service and the Office of Personal Management.

The goal of the program is to make an organized 
effort at educating university students about the impor-
tance of a strong civil service, help re-establish links 
between federal agencies and campuses and provide 
students with information about the opportunities that 
federal jobs provide, said Bethany Young, press secre-
tary for Partnership for Public Service.

Partnership for Public Service is a nonprofit organi-
zation established to recruit and retain excellence in the 
federal work force.

“The federal government (currently) just doesn’t have 
the presence to recruit college students,” Young said. 
“There is a real information disconnect on the opportu-
nities that the federal government offers.”

Growing concern comes in light of the Sept. 11 trag-
edy that provided a great reminder of the many ways the 
country depends on a strong civil service, Young said. 

“Studies conducted before Sept. 11 showed that, by 
in large, young people were not interested in federal 
service because they assume that there is no room for 
opportunity,” Young said. “However, after the events 
of Sept. 11, we have seen more support and trust of the 
federal government.”

Recent projections also raise concern indicating that 
in the next five years, more than 50 percent of the fed-
eral government’s work force may be eligible to retire.

The effort began on April 22 at George Washington 
University in Washington, D.C. It is a non-partisan 
effort that includes a board of directors with Senator 
Joseph Lieberman and Elizabeth Dole.

“Our efforts are non-partisan, we are looking for qual-
ity individuals that will help our government become 
more efficient,” Young said.

He also added that government positions should not 
be written off because of pay. 

She pointed out that there are intangible benefits that 
include a more stable balance between family life and 
work. 

Government positions also allow young people a 
greater level of responsibility that often times is no lon-

nEMPLOYMENT: Universities 
nationwide have joined a campaign 
to tell students about federal jobs
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Study shows work can affect educa-

By Jenn sTewarT
daily Titan Staff writer

Balancing a job on one hand and a 
college education on the other can cre-
ate a shaky predicament for even the 
most skilled tightrope walker, let alone 
the average college student.

Unfortunately, students are often 
expected to gracefully juggle both 
while navigating the road to their 
future.

A recent study concluded that 
nearly half of full-time students with 

part-time jobs work enough hours to 
undermine their educational goals.

The study, conducted by California 
Public Interest Research Groups 
(CALPIRGS) and California State 
Student Association (CSSA), stated 
that 63 percent of the students partici-
pating in the study would not be able 
to afford a college education without 
their jobs. With the high cost of liv-
ing in California, many CSU students 
have no choice but to supplement their 
income with an earned paycheck.

Many working students find that 
their jobs affect many areas of their 
lives.

“Because of my job, it’s hard to find 
time to study in the evenings,” said 
Chris Engel, a senior liberal studies 
major. “When I get home, I’m just so 
tired.”

Engel, who works about 40 hours 
per week with special education chil-

dren, relies on government aid to pay 
some of her way.

“Without loans I probably couldn’t 
afford school,” Engel said. 

Danielle Rainville, a freshman the-
atre arts major, is able to afford an edu-
cation thanks to unsubsidized student 
loans. However, to make ends meet, 
she utilizes her free time laboring as a 
teddy-bear maker. 

“My tuition is paid, at least this 
semester, but since I commute I also 
have to pay to get here, for my books 
and for housing,” Rainville said.

Between class time, homework and 
part-time or full-time jobs, students are 
struggling to keep afloat.

“If I slip up just one weekend and 
go to a party, it affects my grades,” 
said Ed Gatica, a graduate theatre 
design student. “I have no time for a 
social life.”

Gatica said he finds the best way to 

accomplish everything is to follow a 
strict schedule.

“You’ve got to have a set time for 
everything,” Gatica said.

Some students said they feel that 
working actually creates a much-need-
ed social outlet.

“For me, work means fun,” said 
Joey Hurley, a junior theater arts 
major. “Most of my friends are at 
work, it gives me something to look 
forward to.”

Some specialists said they feel stu-
dents who work during their college 
years could be missing out on valuable 
lessons.

“College is a time when students 
engage in a broad set of educational 
opportunities, ranging from academ-
ics to civic engagement and commu-
nity service,” said Merriah Fairchild, 
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nrESEarCh:  A  
report states holding a 
full or part-time job can 
undermine a student’s 
capacity to learn

SCOTT LEEDS/Daily Titan
Kristen Carvin works at BJ’s restaurant in Brea to pay for school.
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Military nurses saluted    
in Memorial Day service

As part of the 64th annual 
Fullerton Memorial Day 
Observance, the “Angels of 
the Battlefield,” the women 
and men who make up the 
Nurse Corps of the U.S. Armed 
Forces, will be the focus of a 
special salute on May 27.

Sponsored by the nonprofit 
American Veterans Memorial 
Association and the City of 
Fullerton, the event is open to 
the public and will take place at 
the Loma Vista Memorial park 
in Fullerton.

The special guest speaker 
of the event will be Brig. gen. 
William T. Bester, chief of the U. 
S. Army Nurse Corps. 

Based at the pentagon, gen. 
Bester is also assistant surgeon 
general for the Force projection 
and deputy chief of staff for 
operations, health policy and 
services.

Arriving by an Orange 
County MedEvac helicopter to 
the ceremony, Bester will be 
accompanied by military nurse 
service commanders from every 
branch of the Armed Forces. 

Bester will then be escorted 
to the podium by Army ROTC 
cadets from Cal State Fullerton.

Officers from the Fullerton 
police Department will pres-
ent a gun salute and members 
of the golf Company infantry 
of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserves will assist with the 
wreath ceremony. 

Former Fullerton mayor and 
retired Navy submarine com-
mander A. B. “Buck” Catlin, will 
serve as master of ceremonies.

Fullerton’s Memorial Day 
Observance is the longest 
continuous Memorial Day cer-
emony in North Orange County, 
beginning in 1938 by C. Stanley 

Chapman, son of the city’s first 
mayor.

Chapman placed a small 
white cross and an American 
flag at the grave of each veteran 
at Loma Vista, a tradition that 
will be carried out at this year’s 
event.

For more information about 
the Memorial Day event, contact 
the Fullerton public information 
Office at (714) 738-6317.

Summer in-line hockey 
leagues at Brea Center

The Brea Community Center 
will host in-line hockey leagues 
this summer for children ages 4-
12 beginning on June 10.

Registration for the Summer 
Round No. 1 league begins on 
May 20 and Summer Round 
No. 2 hockey league registration 
begins on July 8, with league 
competition beginning on July 
29.

Children will learn and expe-
rience hockey fundamentals, 
sportsmanship and player 
improvement during the 10-
week program.

participation in the leagues is 
$31 for those that live, work or 
go to school in Brea and $36 for 
non-residents.

The fee will include the cost 
of a team jersey and a certifi-
cate.

“helping hands” scholarships 
also are available.

players must register at 
the front counter of the Brea 
Community Center or by phone 
with a major credit card.

To register by phone, contact 
the center at (714) 990-7100.

For more information about 
“helping hand” scholarships, 
call (714) 990-7150 and to find 
out more about league competi-
tion call community services at 
(714) 990-7734.

Community

The Opera pacific presents 
“The Barber of Seville” at the 
irvine Barclay Theatre May 11 
through May 19. Ticket prices 
range from $45 to $65. For 
more information, call (949) 
854-4646.

The Fullerton Civic Light 
Opera presents the musical 
“Camelot” May 10 through May 
26 at the plummer Auditorium 
in Fullerton. Tickets range from 
$16 to $40. For more informa-
tion, call (714) 879-1732.

Cypress College will host 
the 13th annual Juried Student 
photography Exhibition, 
through May 25 at the Anaheim 
Museum. For more information, 
call (714) 778-3301.

The grand Central Art 
Center in Santa Ana presents 
the exhibition “The Nihon 
Journal,” a collection of images 
produced by Rachel Rosenthal 
in Japan, through May 26 in 
the grand Central Art Center 
project Room. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 567-7233 or 
(714) 567-7234.

The grand Central Art 
gallery in Santa Ana presents 
internationally recognized art-
ist Charles Krafft in an exhibit 
that consists of more than 100 
works through July 7. For more 
information, call (714) 567-7233 
or (714) 567-7234.

The Department of Theatre 

and Dance presents two pro-
ductions of “The preeminents,” 
“America Sings & 100 Years 
of Broadway,” May 16-19 and 
“Songs for a New World,” May 
23-26. Both productions will be 
at the grand Central Art Center 
in Santa Ana. Tickets are $10 
for general admission and $5 
in advance with Titan discount.  
For more information, call the 
performing Arts Center box 
office at (714) 278-3371.

The Bowers Museum in 
Santa Ana hosts an exhibi-
tion called “gems! The Art and 
Nature of precious Stones” 
through September. Ticket 
prices are $15 for general 
admission and $10 for students. 
For more information, call (714) 
567-3600.

The garden grove 
playhouse presents “The 
Woman in Black,” the ghost 
play by Stephen Malatratt, 
through May 10. Ticket prices 
are $12 for general admission 
and $11 for seniors and stu-
dents. For more information, 
call (714) 897-5122.

The J. paul getty Museum 
has an exhibition focusing on 
the work of a 17th century 
holland painter through July 7.  
Admission is free. parking is $5 
per car. For more information, 
call (310) 440-7360.

The Museum of Latin 
American Art in Long Beach will 
host the exhibition “Situaciones 
humanas/human Conditions” 

by Dominican artist Jose 
garcia Cordero through July 
21. Tickets are $5 for general 
admission and $3 for seniors 
and students. Admission is free 
on Fridays. For more informa-
tion, call (562) 437-1689.

Campus

The TSU will host a 
Blueprints Scheduling 
Workshop today in Ontiveros 
BC from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 
p.m. For more information, call 
(7141) 278-2468.

The Department of Music 
presents the Symphonic Band 
today at 8 p.m. in the Little 
Theatre at the performing 
Arts Center. Tickets are $8 for 
general admission and $5 with 
Titan discount. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-3371.

The TSU Center gallery 
presents art works by Kozue 
imamura through May 24. The 
gallery is open from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Admission is free. For 
more information, call (714) 
278-2468.

The TSU Underground will 
host the “Women’s Bowling 
Singles” today at 4 p.m. 
games are on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. For more informa-
tion, call (714) 278-2144.

The Main Art gallery hosts 
the exhibit “Definite Ambiguities: 
Films and paintings by 
R.T. pece” through May 9. 
Admission is free. For more 
information, call (714) 278-

3262.

The TSU Underground has 
free bowling every Thursday 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. Shoe 
rental is $1.50. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-2144.

“Family Night” in the Titan 
Student Union Underground 
occurs Monday, May 13 from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Families can enjoy bowling 
discounts and billiards. 

The Titan Tusk Force meets 
every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. in 
TSU 259. For more information, 
call (714) 278-2468.

The pollak Library will 
host the exhibit “Kimono: The 
Wearable Art of Japan” through 
May 18 in the Atrium gallery.

The TSU presents the Titan 
pride Bowling League every 
Wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. 
This event is open for all fac-
ulty, staff and students and the 
cost per week is $9. For more 
information, call (714) 278-
2144.

The University honors 
program presents “Evolution 
and Creation: The Best of Both 
Worlds” in the TSU pavilion C 
at 7 p.m. today. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-7444.

The Department of Music 
presents student and faculty 
jazz combos at 8 p.m., May 21, 
in the Little Theatre. Tickets are 
$8 and $5 with Titan discount. 
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Housing alternatives are limit-

By BeTh J. Passarella
daily Titan Staff writer

Getting a roof over your head is 
one of the most expensive aspects of 
college life.  As housing costs and rent 
continues to rise in the surrounding 
areas of Cal State Fullerton, students 
can be found in a variety of living situ-
ations, including living on campus, at 
home or in local apartments.

Felicia Keys, a film and American 
studies major, spent her first year at 
CSUF living on campus in the dor-
mitories.  Because of the high cost, 

however, she moved back home with 
her parents.  

“It was nice to get up late and get 
to class in five minutes without having 
to deal with parking,” Keys said.  “I’d 
recommend it for students to try.  It’s a 
good experience.  But it’s really expen-
sive, too.”

“Living on campus versus renting 
an apartment is like comparing apples 
to oranges,” said Darlene Stevenson, 
director of housing and residence life.  
“There are so many services and activ-
ities that come with campus living.  
Every need can be taken care of 24 
hours a day.”

Some students say the layout for the 
dormitories stuffs too many students 
into one apartment.  The three-bed-
room apartments house two students 
per room.

“I don’t think I would like living 
with so many people,” said sophomore 
Jennifer Donchi.  “I have an apartment 

with some sorority sisters in downtown 
Fullerton.  I lived in University Village 
across the street for awhile — that was 
close enough to living on campus for 
me.”

Donchi, like many other students, 
chooses to pay the high Orange County 
rent. Monthly rent for apartments near 
campus range from $700 to $1,400 
according to the university’s Web site 
that lists several local housing options 
for students.

“It’s doable,” Donchi said. “But you 
definitely have to have a decent job.”

The CSUF Housing Services and 
Residential Life is building dormitories 
for 440 students with plans to complete 
the project in August.  The $23 million 
project will produce four single-bed-
room apartments at a cost of $5,500 
per academic year for students.  With 
4,000 incoming freshman, however, 
the increase in housing will not change 
how highly competitive campus hous-

ing will remain.
“If we had 2,000 bed spaces, we 

could fill them,” Stevenson said.  
CSUF will have 800 bed spaces after 

the new housing is completed, but the 
demand for more housing continues 
to rise.

A measure on the November ballot 
will ask voters to approve borrowing 
$2.1 billion for affordable housing for 
low and moderate income Californians.  
About $15 million would go to the 
CSU and the University of California 
for students whose families earn less 
than 80 percent of their county’s medi-
an income.

Although there are other housing 
options for 21-year-old Teresa Truong, 
she plans to live with her parents until 
she graduates.

“It’s so much cheaper — free food, 
free rent,” Truong said. “Plus, my mom 
doesn’t want me to move out.  I thought 
about living in the dorms, but there’s 

nEXPENSE: The cost 
of independence can 
range from $700 to 
$1,400 in rent to live 
on or near campus

too many rules.”
To Keys, the new on-campus hous-

ing sounds much more appealing than 
her prior experience in the dormitories.

“The new housing arrangements 

sounds much better,” Keys said.  “It 
was terrible squeezing six girls into one 
apartment, but with the new rooms I 
might look into moving in again.”

Degree earned through courage, determination 

By MarGie rivera
Special to the Titan 

For many, June 2 will be just another 
day to cross off the calendar.

Some will read their newspapers 
while having breakfast. Others will 
dress up to go to church. Perhaps, a few 
will sleep in until noon.

However, for Ryan Berger, a senior 
at Cal State Fullerton, it’ll be a special 
Sunday morning. 

 On this day, the much-anticipated 

“commencement ceremony” will take 
place.

“I’m finally getting my B.A. in busi-
ness and a certificate as a Webmaster,” 
Berger said.  

Berger, who uses a motorized wheel-
chair to get around, was born with 
Osteogenesis Imperfecta, a condition 
that causes the bones to break easily.

In the past, he underwent corrective 
surgeries common for people with OI, 
such as fusing some of his spinal ver-
tebrae together to reduce back pain and 
placing a metal rod in one of his legs to 
make it stronger.

Despite these physical challenges, 
Berger remains a confident, vivacious 
25-year-old who views the world with 
a twinkle of “positive attitude,” ema-
nating from the loving support of his 
family and friends.

“Ryan is like a bundle of energy 
mixed with determination,” said María 

Alcaraz, his former caretaker of 11 
years. “For him, there are no limita-
tions.”

But it hasn’t been easy for Berger.
Back in the early ‘80s, he couldn’t 

attend a public school because disabled 
students didn’t have access to the gen-
eral education system due to liability 
issues.

“The education system has impacted 
my life tremendously,” Berger said. “I 
want to do something about it.” 

Currently, he is a peer counselor at 
the Youth Leadership Forum, a training 
group that informs high school stu-
dents with disabilities about different 
resources available in their communi-
ties once they graduate.

After earning his high school diplo-
ma in 1995, Berger enrolled at Irvine 
Community College, where he took a 
full load of general education classes 
for four years.

His last educational leap landed him 
at CSUF in the fall of 1999. The rest 
is history.

“Ryan doesn’t give up,” said class-
mate Martín González. “He’s an inspi-
ration.”

Berger also is an active member of 
the State Youth Council, which works 
closely with the California Workforce 
Investment Board to develop and 
implement policies that help disabled 
youth to find employment.

“I have no doubt that Ryan will 
succeed on any endeavor he pursues 
after graduation,” his counselor, Lisa 
Thies, said.

Besides attending business courses 
and board meetings, the Westminster 
native goes to the movies regularly and 
plays pool on the Internet against his 
28-year-old brother, Mark, during the 
wee hours.

“Mark and I are heading to a concert 

on May 16,” Berger said grinning. “We 
got the best seats in the house.” 

Two weeks later, the Bergers will 
host a graduation party with a blue,  
white and orange theme to honor their 
son’s victory.  

Perhaps Berger, who is 3 feet 2 
inches tall, will be one of the shortest 
graduates in the Class of 2002.

Nevertheless, in the eyes of his fam-
ily and friends, he’s like David – the 
brave, young shepherd from the Old 
Testament – who has stricken the fore-
head of the Goliath of doubt and nega-
tivity with a pebble of iron will and 
self-confidence.

Berger’s dream will come true on 
June 2 when he switches the tassel to 
the left side of his drab mortorboard 
and achieves the coveted “Titan” alum-
nus status at last.

naChIEVEMENT:  A 
senior overcomes the 
physical obstacles of a 
debilitating condition to 
receive his diploma

Fill ad 2*2
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a moment to sit back and enjoy his 
labor.

“The [best] part about making a 
film is showing it to. people,” Wilson 
said. “You work on it for hours on 
end so seeing it with an impartial 
audience is the coolest thing.”

The TV-Film Society exists to cre-
ate an environment where students 
interested in the television and film 
network can meet each other and 
industry professionals. It is open to 
all students, including non-RTVF 
majors. The society provides field 
trips to TV tapings, production 
houses and industry professionals’ 
homes, as well as workshops and 
seminars. 

The culmination of the year's’ 
efforts occurs each spring semester 
when the TV/Film Society of CSUF 
hosts a ceremony singling out the 

remarkable efforts of television and 
film work by students. Categories 
include Best Picture, Best Actress, 
Best Actor, Best Commercial, Best 
Animated Short, Commentary, 
Music Video and more.

All students at CSUF must sub-
mit their work to the TVF Society, 
said Michael Goss, president of the 
society. Several weeks prior to the 
awards nominations, downloadable 
applications were posted on the soci-
ety Web site. Students from vari-
ous majors submitted their applica-
tions in order to be eligible for the 
awards.

“We have a few nominees from 
outside the RTVF major including a 
few in theatre,” Goss said.

The judges who will select the 
evenings’ winners are TVF Society 
officers as well as students selected 
by advisers, Goss said.

Katie Henderson, 21, found out 
about her nomination along with the 
other students last week.

Henderson was editor for Best 
Picture nominee, “How Beautiful.” 
The 8 1/2 minute picture features six 
different scenes that all have to do 
with life situations, but with a twist 
that she didn’t reveal.

When asked about the difficulty 
of her work, Henderson laughed.

“It’s a lot of work, but it was a 
good experience,” she said.

Receiving a nomination can have 
a positive influence on the student’s 
future in television and film.

“It’s something excellent to have 
on your resume if you’re nominated 
or win,” Goss said.

Although Wilson didn’t know 
much about the awards when he 
made the film, he followed a teach-
er’s recommendation to apply.

“I thought ‘What the heck.  I’ll 
give it a shot,’” he said.

His efforts paid off.
“I definitely want to get into film, 

and this has affected how I’ll shoot 
another movie,” Wilson said. “You 

AWARDS
n from page 1

By BeTh J. Passarella
daily Titan Staff writer

“I never 
t h o u g h t 
in my life 

[that] I 
would say 
the same 
thing to my 
son that I 
once said 
to my dad: 
‘ G o o d b y e 
and good 
luck,’ as he 
went off to 
war.” 

J e r r y 
Schnabel’s 
son was 
s h i p p e d 
off to just 
after 9/11 to 
Afghanistan.

“Lots of 
very good 
men died 
for this 
c o u n t r y, ” 

Jerry told 
his son. 
“ D o n ’ t 

d i s g r a c e 

them.”
Since the terrorist attacks on the 

nation, Americans have faced thou-
sands of fears, rallying together, 
united in their quest to punish those 
responsible. But many fail to pause 
and ponder what it is like to have a 
loved one fighting across the globe, 
jeopardizing his life to preserve our 
freedom.

Jerry and Linda Schnabel’s son, 
23-year-old David, enlisted in the 
Army in October 2000 to try some-
thing new and see if he could handle 
the challenge.  Part of his enlistment, 
he admitted, was “a twisted tale of 
revenge.”  

A girl he was dating became 
involved with one of his friends who 
played in a band with David.  He was 
stewing over the idea of enlisting in 
the Army and just before one of the 
band’s big shows, David shipped out 
without a word of warning to his 
bandmates.

“My friend didn’t know where I 
was for four months,” David said.  
“I know it was kind of screwed up to 
do it that way, but it felt very ‘James 
Dean’ at the time.”

David completed his training at 
Fort Benning, Ga. and then trans-
ferred to Fort Drum in New York.  It 
was there that David first received 

word of the terror-
ist attacks of 9/11.

“When some-
one told us what 
happened, every-
one thought it was 
a joke,” David 
said. “No one saw 
this coming. We 
got our warning 
orders two weeks 
later.  We didn’t 
know where we 
were going.  All 
we knew was to 
be ready.  Ten 
minutes before the 
plane left they told 
us we were going 
to Afghanistan.”

David’s divi-
sion was the first 
deployed after 
9/11. He originally joined as a ranger 
— the most active physical and 
potential combat division.

“I figured if I’m going to do this, 
I may as well go all the way,” David 
said.  

Rangers are usually young men 
who can handle stressful and physi-
cally demanding positions. David 
was pulled out of the infantry after 
developing tendinitis and became a 

paratrooper, jump-
ing from airplanes 
into a designated 
area.   

“I had no idea 
when I enlist-
ed that I’d be 
going into com-
bat,” David said.  
“That’s what 
you sign up for, 
though.  I’d still 
sign up knowing 
that I would be 
involved in this.”

Jerry and Linda 
knew after the ter-
rorist attacks that 
their son would 
somehow become 
involved in the 
nation’s pursuit of 
justice.  

“My mind envisioned all these 
landmines everywhere,” Linda said.  
“We didn’t hear from him for the first 
month that he was in Afghanistan.  
His division was the first to go there.  
I couldn’t even think about it — I’d 
get so freaked out.”

The two parents were glued to the 
Internet and the television. 

“Anytime news of soldier deaths 
were reported, I got so scared,” Linda 

said. “I know we would be notified 
before the news got the information, 
but it still affected me.”

Jerry was constantly on edge, try-
ing to remain in a positive frame of 
mind.

“Anytime the doorbell rang, I 
jumped,” Jerry said.  “Thoughts just 
fly through your head.  I mean, 
people were trying to kill him. He 
was fired upon and returned fire.  It’s 
very frightening.” 

The Schnabels lost their daughter, 
Christina, in 1990 to leukemia when 
she was just 9 years old.  As their 
only remaining offspring, David’s 
dangerous situation was an especial-
ly sensitive issue for his parents.

“I would just pray every night that 
God please not take another one,” 
Linda said.

David was unsure of what to 
expect in the foreign land.  Several 
countries his division passed through 
included many he had never heard 
of. He and his comrades had to learn 
about other cultures, languages and 
diseases in quick briefings given by 
their superiors.

“The biggest misperception I had 
going over there was my prejudice,” 
David said. “Most of the people 
in Afghanistan are pro-American. I 
thought that was strange. Their cul-

ture is very friendly and their towns 
are close-knit.”

Throughout his son’s time across 
the globe, one thought remained firm 
in Jerry’s head: “The first rule of 
war: remember to come back,” Jerry 
said.  

David returned home in late April 
for a week to visit his parents in 
Anaheim. While he enjoyed see-
ing his parents and old friends, 
he described the return as “very 
strange.”

“No one’s here,” he said. “People 
have moved on. I’m actually really 
looking forward to going back.” 

David flew back to New York 
after his short visit to complete his 
two remaining years in the Army. He 
was not sure if he would be returning 
to Afghanistan or remaining in the 
United States.

Jerry and Linda were disappointed 
that David had to come and go 
so quickly, but were proud of his 
accomplishments. The support they 
receive from others kept them going 
through difficult times.

Linda and Jerry were recently at a 
silent auction to bid on an American 
flag.  

“People began whispering, ‘Their 
son is fighting in Afghanistan,’” 
Linda said. “Then all of a sudden 

‘War on Terror’ strengthens Anaheim fam-

BETh J. PaSSarELLa/Daily Titan
Jerry and Linda Schnabel read 
a letter sent by their son.

naNTICIPaTION: When a son is shipped off to fight in Afghanistan, his parents anxioiusly wait until he returns safely to the United States

“Ten minutes 

before the 

plane left, 

they told 

us we were 

going to 

Afghanistan.”

David 

Schnabel,
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CALPIRG’s Higher Education 
Advocate. “However, all too often the 
very education students are working 
to pay for is being compromised by 
the number of hours that they spend 

on the job.”
Fairchild suggests the best way 

to supplement a college education is 
through government grants.

“Congress should make college 
more affordable by increasing grant 
aid so that students are not sacrificing a 
quality college experience,” Fairchild 
said.

However, recent federal budget 
cuts will also affect students’ ability 
to apply for Pell grants and student 
loans.

President George W. Bush recently 
proposed a cut of $1.3 billion from 
financial aid and that will affect 
375,000 low-to-middle income stu-
dents – making it harder to afford 

school.
“At this rate, students will be tak-

ing out larger loans, creating more 
debt, working more hours and overall 
spending more for an education,” said 
Laura Kerr, director of government 
affairs for CSSA.

Kerr said the students who are most 
affected by the proposed cut are in the 

middle-class bracket.
“The rich will be able to afford 

it, the poor students will receive the 
grants but the middle-class students 
will be taking out more loans and 
working more hours,” Kerr said.

While maintaining a job can be a 
difficult juggling act for stressed-out 
students, the rewards are well worth-

while.
Employees with a bachelor’s degree 

earn 80 percent more than high-school 
graduates. That works out to roughly 
$1 million in a lifetime, according to 
the CALPIRG’s Web site.

“Higher education is the future of 
California,” Kerr said. “If we invest in 
education now then we are investing 

WORK
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CSUF alumna dedicates 
career to helping elderly 

By heaTher haMPTon
daily Titan Staff writer 

Glancing up at her office wall in 
the Ruby Gerontology Center, Susan 

Shoho glanc-
es at a 
quote that 
she said 

d e s c r i b e s 
her to a tee. 

“At the 
age of 6 I 
wanted to be 
a cook. At 
7 I wanted   
to be Nap-
oleon. And 
my ambition 
has been 
g r o w i n g 
steadily ever 
since.” 

T h e 
quote, writ-
ten by 
Salavador 
Dali, is the 
d r i v i n g 
force behind 
everything 
Shoho does. 

“I do 
b e l i e v e 
this is 

me,” Shoho 
said. 

Shoho, a Placentia resident and 

alumna, is Cal State Fullerton’s first 
graduate student to major in gerontol-
ogy, received the CSU STARS Award 
at a reception on Apr. 12, hosted by 
Chancellor Charles B. Reed.

The STARS award is given to one 
student from each of the 23 CSU cam-
puses who is recognized for service in 
the community.

“Susan Shoho has been a ‘star’ in the 
gerontology program and the College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences for 
some time,” said Eric Solberg, profes-
sor of economics and coordinator of 
the gerontology program, in a news 
release. “Her service to the university 
and the community has been stellar.”

Shoho began her college career in 
the fall of 1984.

“I graduated with a B.A. in graphic 
design [in] 1988,” she said. 

Shoho said she thought she was 
meant for graphic design.

“I thought I’d be doing design for a 
financial firm such as Charles Schwab 
or T. Rowe Price,” she said. 

But her curiosity did a 180-degree 
turn when a family tragedy occurred 
in January of 1995. 

“My cousin’s husband had a stroke 
and our family became the caregiv-
ers,” Shoho said. “When I realized 
how little services were available, I 
became curious.” 

Shoho returned to CSUF in 1997 
and in 1998 received her graduate 
certificate in gerontology.  

While enrolled in program, she took 
professor Tony Bell’s  death and dying 
course. 

“I was so interested in this topic I 
continued to take gero classes which 
leads me to today,” Shoho said. “If 
you said I’d be going for a Ph.D. and 
doing this, I would’ve laughed at you 
hysterically.” 

Shoho said she came back in fall 
2001 and began her course to a mas-

ter’s degree in gerontology. 
“I finished it May 2002,” Shoho 

said. 
She recently enrolled in the Ph.D. 

program at Virginia Commonwealth 
University and found out Wednesday 
she was accepted. But her career at 
CSUF is not yet over. 

“I am also continuing to go to 
CSUF for [an] M.A. in sociology,” 
Shoho said.

But Shoho’s main focus is on vol-
unteering and giving out to people 
who are in need help.

“I enjoy helping others out. There 
are two kinds of volunteers - those 
who have money and those who have 
time. We need both and I just hap-
pened to have the time.”

Shoho volunteered at TrinityCare 
Hospice in Fullerton, the original 
hospice of California, with the home 
office in Torrance.

“Their vice president, Claire Tehan, 
was the force behind regulating licen-
sure for hospices across the United 
States,” she said.  

Shoho also spent time at Keiro 
Services, which she said is a multilevel 
facility that is geared toward elderly 
Japanese -Americans. 

“It consists of an adult day care, 
adult day health care, retirement facil-
ity, nursing home, Alzheimer’s unit 
and hospice,” she said.

Shoho, who is a third generation 
Japanese-American whose parents are 
both from Hawaii, enjoys working 
with people of her descent.

“She has a sincere interest in the 
elderly, particularly those of Japanese 
heritage, which is her background,” 
Institute of Gerontology Director 
Pauline Abbott said.

Abbott, who nominated Shoho for 
the STARS Award, said many students 
do outstanding work for the commu-
nity and it just takes someone to take 

nVOLUNTEEr: Susan 
Shoho, recipient of the 
STARS award, was 
the first graduate to 
major in gerontology

rYaN hOPPE/Daily Titan
harry Moock and Susan Shoho care for Ruben the Turtle, mascot for the CLE Learning Experience.
the time to recognize and appreciate 
the efforts and to bring it to the atten-
tion of those who value the work. 

Shoho’s compassion for others car-
ries over to her work at CSUF as 
well.

“As a student at CSUF, Susan 
has also done a great deal of volun-
teer work with student organizations 
particularly the Sigma Phi Omega 
Gerontology Honor Society and SAGE 
(Student Association for Gerontology 
Education) acting as president in both 
organizations,” Abbott said.

Abbott said that Shoho’s lively per-
sonality must be very effective in her 
volunteer work.

“It is not easy to work with death 
and dying – to be comforting in time 
of such stress, and to keep a positive 
attitude about life,” she said.

Shoho admitted that death and 
dying are very hard to deal with, and 
she learned that early on when she 
spent the summer of 2001 volunteer-
ing for a hospice.

”It was the most depressing sum-
mer of my life,” she said. “I thought 
I was so prepared for [the] hospice 
and really believed this would be easy 
— after all I had read all the books on 
death and dying.”

Shoho said she knew how body 
functions deteriorated, and she was 
ready because she knew each patient 
handled the stages differently. 

But times got hard and soon Shoho 
faced the realities of life and death. 
The two looked her in heart like a 
prowling lion out to capture her prey.

“Halfway through the summer I 
had lost two patients and was really 
ready to change my entire educational 
career,” Shoho said. “I ran into my 
adviser, Dr. Tony Bell and let him 
know how I was feeling. He reassured 
me that when you deal with death and 
dying firsthand that what I felt was 
normal.”

Shoho said it is easy to do research 
and study, but it’s a completely dif-
ferent experiencing death on a daily 

basis. 
Shoho said Bell told her that work-

ing with hospices would keep her 
aware and in touch with death and 
dying. 

“So I continue to study and work 
with hospice. It’s who I am,” Shoho 
said.

And Shoho said the rewards are 
indescribable.

“They come in the form of a thank-
you card from a family who has lost 
a loved one and let me know I made 
a difference, or as I walk through the 
retirement home and everyone, even 
those who do not speak English, call 
my name,” she said. “Smiles, cards, 
hugs...all make it worthwhile.” 

Shoho continues to bring smiles 
to elderly people throughout Orange 
County.

“I’m strong-willed and as stubborn 
as a mule. When I put my mind to 
something, I rarely get deterred,” she 
said. 

Growing old won’t keep Shoho 

“It is not 

easy to work 

with death 

and dying–to 

be comfort-

ing in time of 

such stress, 

and to keep 

a positive 

attitude 

about life.”
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ger seen in the private sector.
Many future career seekers, how-

ever, do cite the significant pay 
discrepancies as a reason behind not 
working for the government.

“If the government would pro-
vide better incentive for people to 
even look into public service, then 
maybe change would occur,” said 
child development major, Sue Tan. 

Tan also suggested that the effort 
might provide the opportunity for 
younger generations to develop a 
government that better understands 
the needs of the general public and 
their daily struggles.

Tan pointed out that the changes 
cannot occur overnight.

“We must be cautious with how 
this new influx of a younger gen-
eration will affect the future of 
our nations objectives and develop-
ment,” Tan said. 

Conrad Adams, a finance stu-
dent, shares similar views with Tan, 
and points out that this opportunity 
would allow for a more open-mind-
ed government.

“New ideas from younger gen-
erations will provide a new, young-
er, more positive outlook on our 
nation,” Adams said.

Adams also recognizes the oppor-
tunity positions in the government 
could offer,

“It would be a great field to 
work in but you’re putting the same 
amount of work into your degree (as 
other majors) but the rewards are 
significantly less,” he said. “Money 
is motivation.”

SERVICE
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deFInInG MotherhooddeFInInG 
By shannon Gladys
daily Titan Staff writer

There is a day that can evoke emotions of 
all sorts: love, gratitude and thankfulness. It’s 
a day of fancy chocolates and bright bouquets. 
It’s a day for the family to honor that one spe-
cial person over a champagne brunch.

It’s Mother’s Day.
However, for many, Mother’s Day brings 

unwelcome nostalgia that surfaces each spring. 
Whether it is death or bad relationships, the 
day may be difficult for many people.

Then there is the uniquely vast group that 
has one additional person to recognize on this 
day – a stepmother.

Depending on how and when a stepmother 
came into a person’s life can make all the dif-
ference.

For Carrie Piche, 42, of La Mirada, it was 
an unwelcome addition to her family.

Piche, a mother of two, always had a close 
relationship with her biological mother, so 
when her mother died of cancer it was a dif-
ficult loss. When Piche was in her late 30s 
her father married the family’s childhood 
babysitter, Cris. Cris is only a few years older 

than Piche.
“I was not happy.  My two sisters were 

not happy,” she said. “But, he said he wanted 
someone in his life who knew the history of 
the family.

“She came in trying to be our mom. If she 
was just a stranger instead of our prior babysit-
ter it might have been better,” Piche said.

On Mother’s Day, Piche and her sisters 
don’t bother calling or contacting their step-
mother. They never have.

“I assume she’s fine with it,” Piche said. 
“She makes my dad happy and that’s what 
matters.”

At times it is difficult for both the steppar-
ent and the child to become accustomed to the 
new situation.

Myron Orleans, a sociology professor at 
Cal State Fullerton, said that for many step-
children, the question of allegiance can be 
very confusing.

“Obviously, the conflict of loyalty is huge 
with a stepparent,” Orleans said. “If you align 
yourself with a stepparent it could be seen as a 
violation of loyalty to the biological parent.”

Orleans said that the societal stigma of 
being a stepmother is as strong as ever.

“The fairy tales depicting the evil steppar-
ent are still so prevalent it’s overwhelming,” 
he said. “There is a whole connotation of a 
stepparent being the lesser parent.”

There are, however, many ways to alleviate  
potential awkwardness in a family situation.

“In these situations you let the child take the 
lead, let them initiate the relationship, and do 
not immediately take the disciplinary role. The 
biological parent has to take the authority role. 
It makes it more casual,” he said.

Laura Czingula’s father remarried when she 
was 14 years old.

For Czingula, 26, now of Huntington 
Beach, her stepmother is simply the woman 
her father married.

“As far as I’m concerned she’s my dad’s 
wife. That’s how I introduce her,” Czingula 
said.  

“I never lived with my dad so I would just 
hear about it. First they were dating, then they 
bought a restaurant and next you know they 
were getting married,” she said.

As far as Mother’s Day, it’s her real moth-
er’s day, not her stepmother’s.

“It never crossed my mind that Mother’s 
Day would mean something to her. I have a 

great relationship with my mom.  I don’t wish 
for things to change,” Czingula said. “My dad 
loves her and that’s fine.”

There are many stepfamily organiza-
tions, such as the Step Family Association 
of America, and literature dealing with the 
dynamics of the extended family situations, 
Orleans said.

“I recommend anyone going into this situ-
ation to familiarize yourself with literature,” 
Orleans said. “The whole instant family notion 
— put that to sleep.”

“We need to honor our stepparents. We 
have so many good role models,” he said. 
“I think stepparents need to be included in 
Mother’s and Father’s Day.”

With all the adjustments of a new family 
and a new life, there are some who accept their 
stepmother as another mom, an extension of 
their original family.

Bryan Armstrong, 23, of Temple City, 
remembers the first time he realized his step-
mother was a part of his family.

“It’s funny, but right away I think of when 
we were in a car accident, he said. That’s when 
I really understood that they were a team and 
that we were a family.” 

Armstrong’s memories as a 9-year-old were 
of his stepmother caring for the large family.

“She was always busy,’ he said. “If she 
wasn’t making dinner, she was cleaning or 
doing laundry. She always helped the whole 
family.”

He eventually grew to respect her role in 
his life.

“In time, I learned to love her even though 
it was difficult in the beginning,” he said. “As 
much as I hate to say it, she was better for our 
dad than our mom.”

Armstrong said it wasn’t quite the same as 
his real mother, but as he grew, he understood 
that she loved him and his father.

“I didn’t know her at the beginning,” he 
said. “That’s without saying when you have 
a new mother or father. But, all in all, she did 
a good job. She tried hard. You can’t argue 
with it.”

Armstrong will visit his stepmother and 
father this Sunday for Mother’s Day like he 
does every year.

“I love her because she’s with our dad and 
she’s done the best she can. They’ve been 
doing well for a long time.  I’m proud of 
them.”

Mother’s day can be a challenging ‘step’

A holiday founded on feminist ideologies

By Maria raGas
daily Titan Staff writer

A Mother’s Day proclamation written by 
Julia Ward Howe, who suggested the idea of 
Mother’s Day in 1872, saw Mother’s Day as a 
dedication to peace. 

She begins the poem with, “Arise all women 
who have hearts,” and calls for women to 
stand against violence and commemorate the 
dead. She tells them to, “…take counsel with 
each other as the means whereby the great 
human family can live in peace.”

In her book, “Reminiscences,” Howe said 
she came to the idea of Mother’s Day due to 
the Franco-Prussian War. She said the war 
was not understood by the world and was 
unknown in America.

She also said that as the war was still in 
progress, she was thinking the issues could 
have been settled without bloodshed. A thought 
came to her. “Why do not the mothers of man-

kind interfere in these matters, to prevent the 
waste of that human life of which they alone 
bear and know the cost?”

Howe never thought of this before, she 
wanted to let all mothers of the world know 
her ideas and consulted her friend and pastor, 
the Rev. Charles T. Brooks of Newport. 

“The little document which I drew up in 
the heat of my enthusiasms implored woman, 
all the world over, to awake to the knowledge 
of the sacred right vested in them as mothers 
to protect the human life which costs them 
so many pangs,” Howe wrote in her book. “I 
did not doubt but that my appeal would find a 
ready response in the hearts of great numbers 
of women throughout the limits of civiliza-
tion.”

In the document she asks women all over 
the world to protect human life. She had the 
document translated in various languages and 
sent it all over the world.

But in those days there were problems for 

women to find public acceptance. 
“The ladies who spoke in public in those 

days mostly confined their labors to the advo-
cacy of woman suffrage, and were not much 
interested in my scheme of a worldwide pro-
test of women against the cruelties of war,” 
Howe said in “Reminiscences.”

Although Howe had the first idea in 
America, the earliest Mother’s Day celebra-
tion was in ancient Greece in honor of Rhea, 
the Mother of the Gods. On the fourth Sunday 
of Lent, during the 1600s England celebrated a 
day called “Mothering Sunday,” honoring the 
mothers of England.

Howe said in “Reminiscences” that she 
tried to be heard, but Anna Jarvis from 
Philadelphia, is officially credited with the 
observance of Mother’s Day. She began her 
campaign to make a holiday for mothers in 
remembrance of her mother who died in 1905. 
In the late 19th century, her mother tried to 
establish “Mother’s Friendship Days” to heal 

scars of the Civil War.
Jarvis held a ceremony two years after her 

mother’s passing in Grafton, W.Va. and began 
her campaign after that.

West Virginia was the first state to rec-
ognize Mother’s Day in 1910. After a year 
passed, almost every state officially marked 
the day. 

President Woodrow Wilson officially pro-
claimed Mother’s Day in 1914, to be held on 
the second Sunday in May.

But the holiday soon turned bitter for Jarvis, 
when it became commercialized. In 1923 
she was arrested for disturbing the peace at 
a Mother’s Day festival, where women were 
selling white carnations, Jarvis’ symbol for 
mothers to raise money.

“This is not what I intended,” Jarvis said in a 
quote from the Houston Chronicle Interactive. 
“I wanted it to be a day of sentiment, not 
profit!” 

Jarvis had spent the rest of her life trying 

to stop the commercialization of the holiday. 
She never became a mother and died in 1948 
at age 84.

A short time before she died she told a 
reporter that she was sorry she had ever started 
Mother’s Day.

Aside from her disdain for the holiday, 
women today feel that Mother’s Day is an 
important holiday for families.

“I think it is something very positive,” 
said Nardi Walker, an administrative support 
coordinator for the Sociology department. “ 
It helps [people] get together and [celebrates] 
the importance of the role of the mother in the 
family.”

Others like Toni Alicante, a Women’s 
Center student assistant, understands Jarvis’ 
frustration with commercialism.

“I think a lot of people profit off of it and 
lose the whole idea behind it,” she said. “But 
it’s OK because we are trying to appreciate 
moms,” she said.
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The militant Islamic group Hamas 

vowed Thursday to dispatch more sui-
cide bombers to Israel and to defend 
its stronghold in Gaza as Israeli troops 
began massing along the area’s south-
ern border, preparing for an imminent 
attack.

Israel has vowed to retaliate for 
the suicide bombing at a gaming hall 
near Tel Aviv that killed 16 Israelis 
on Tuesday. Hamas claimed respon-
sibility for the bombing and said 
Israel would regret any decision to 
move against Gaza, which lies on the 
Mediterranean Sea about 50 miles 
southwest of Jerusalem.

“The price which will be paid by 
the Israelis if they invade Gaza will be 
very high,” said Abdul Aziz Rantissi, 
a Hamas official. “It will be very dif-
ficult for them to stay. They will be 
more easy targets for our resistance.”

Palestinians in Gaza built a new 
line of defenses a month ago, in the 
middle of Israel’s military operation 
in the West Bank, located between 
Jordan and Israel, when it looked like 
Gaza might be the next target. Huge 
berms of sand sprung up across a 
major north-south artery. On smaller 
roads, there are barriers of sand to 
impede tanks and bulldozers. Under 
the sand, Palestinians say they have 
buried explosives.

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
condemned Tuesday’s suicide attack 
and arrested 14 midlevel Hamas 
activists in Gaza, bowing to U.S. 
pressure to crack down on militants. 
But Hamas leaders said that Arafat is 
not in control and cannot stop suicide 
bombings.

There have been more than 60 
suicide bombings in 19 months of 
Israeli-Palestinian clashes, and Hamas 
has carried out most of the attacks.

“Our enemy continues to kill our 
civilians,” said Rantissi, who is a 
practicing pediatrician. “They should 
not expect us to stop the martyrdom 
operations.”

Israel called up reservists for duty 
just hours after the Knesset approved 
a military strike on Hamas bases. But 
weakening Hamas will be difficult. 
The group’s popularity has soared 
as many Palestinians have given up 

hope of negotiating peace with the 
government of Israeli Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon.

Many Palestinians also are dis-
illusioned with Arafat’s Palestinian 
Authority, which is widely consid-
ered to be corrupt and inefficient.

Israel’s recent military offensive 
in the West Bank - code-named 
“Defensive Shield” - killed and cap-
tured scores of Hamas militants and 
shattered the Palestinian Authority’s 
infrastructure and its security forces, 
weakening Arafat.

Israeli air strikes last year also 
destroyed dozens of Authority build-
ings in Gaza, but Hamas’ infrastruc-
ture survived. That includes its arse-
nal of short-range Qassam rockets.

“Defensive Shield destroyed 90 
to 95 percent of the Qassam rocket 
infrastructure but not so in Gaza,” 
said a senior Israeli military official 
who spoke on condition of anonym-
ity.

The rockets, used against Israeli 
personnel, are easily concealed and 
have a range of up to five miles. 
They carry a payload of 20 pounds of 
explosives.

Military analysts expect any Gaza 
offensive to be much more limited 
than the West Bank offensive, in 
which incursions into some cities 
lasted several weeks.

“We decided to act functionally 
and not territorially,” said Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres. “That is, strik-
ing at centers where suicide bomb-
ers come from, houses they’ve come 
from, nests where suicide bombings 
are organized.”

Gaza is walled in by a fence and 
poses less of a threat to Israel than the 
West Bank, where militants can slip 
in and out of Israel undetected. Israeli 
troops have carved up Gaza, home 
to one million Palestinians, into a 
patchwork of roadblocks and military 
checkpoints, making it impossible to 
move around freely. Since the fight-
ing began in October 2000, many 
Palestinians have been restricted from 
leaving Gaza even to work or visit 
relatives.

Yet some Israeli politicians are 
worried that Israeli troops could 
suffer heavy casualties if they enter 
Gaza and Palestinians said many in 
Gaza were preparing themselves, at 
least mentally, to resist a long Israeli 
siege.

“We know it’s going to be big, 
black and bloody,” said Raji Sourani, 
director of the Palestinian Human 
Rights Center in Gaza. “The level 
of rage, anger, frustration is unprec-
edented. The Israelis will get to every 
village, every town, but they will 
walk on corpses.”

krT CaMPUS
Abdul Aziz Rantissie is an original founder of the group hamas.

Hamas promises to defend Gaza 
nCONFLICT: As israeli 
troops move into the 
historically holy area of 
the Middle East, more 
suicide bombers attack

Despite signs of an impending mil-
itary strike, Hamas leaders appeared 
relaxed Thursday, welcoming journal-
ists into their homes. Hamas founder 
and spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin was planning to attend the 
wedding of one of his seven daugh-
ters, said Rantissi.

Many Hamas leaders said Arafat 
was no longer capable of leading the 
resistance against Israel because he 
was not capable of “defending him-
self” against U.S. and Israeli pres-
sure.

Hamas and other militant factions 
now “act on their own,” said Ismail 
Abu-Shanab, a senior Hamas official, 

standing in front of maps of the Gaza 
and West Bank, marked with the 
location of Jewish settlements and 
Israeli military outposts.

He said Arafat would meet popular 
resistance if he succumbed to U.S. 
and Israeli pressure to “kill and hate” 
Hamas.

Hamas leaders said they would 
stop their suicide missions and nego-
tiate peace only if Israel withdraws 
from the West Bank and Gaza from 
the 1967 borders drawn up by the 
United Nations.

“We negotiated for 10 years,” said 
Abu-Shanab, who is considered more 
moderate than other Hamas lead-

Maryland governor declares execution moratorium for state

By sTeve Mills                                 
   and ken arMsTronG
Chicago Tribune

 
Maryland Gov. Parris Glendening  

declared a moratorium on executions 
Thursday, making the state second in the 
nation to suspend capital punishment as 
the debate over the death penalty grows.

A Democrat who supports the death 
penalty, Glendening said that he was 
imposing a moratorium until a University 
of Maryland study on racial and geo-
graphic bias in death sentences was com-
pleted and the state Legislature could 
review and debate its results.

Glendening said he expects the mora-
torium to last about a year.

“I continue to believe that there are 
certain crimes that are so brutal and so 
vile that they call for society to impose 
the ultimate punishment,” he said. 
“However, reasonable questions have 
been raised in Maryland and across the 
country about the application of the death 
penalty.”

Maryland’s moratorium comes a little 
more than two years after Gov. George 
Ryan declared a moratorium on execu-
tions in Illinois. Ryan, a Republican who 
in the past supported the death penalty, 
acted after the state had exonerated 13 
Death Row inmates - one more than 
it had executed since Illinois reinstated 
capital punishment in 1977. 

Legislatures in Nebraska and New 
Hampshire have passed bills to suspend 
or abolish the death penalty, but the gov-
ernors of those states vetoed them.

Maryland’s House of Delegates passed 
a moratorium bill last year, but it was fili-
bustered in the state Senate even though 

supporters said they had counted enough 
votes to win the bill’s passage.

Across the country at least 70 munici-
palities, including Philadelphia, Atlanta, 
San Francisco and Detroit, have passed 
non-binding moratorium resolutions. 

Since capital punishment was rein-
stated in Maryland in 1977, the state has 
executed three inmates and exonerated 
one. That prisoner, Kirk Bloodsworth, 
was the first in the United States to have 
a conviction vacated based on DNA 
evidence.

Michael Radelet, a University of 
Colorado sociology professor who 
has done extensive research on the 
role of race in the death penalty, said 
Glendening’s decision is especially note-
worthy because it has a different basis 
than the Illinois moratorium. In Illinois, 
Ryan declared a moratorium because 
he feared an innocent person might be 
executed. In Maryland, the basis for the 
moratorium has to do with fairness and 
whether there are racial or geographic 
disparities in how the death penalty is 

administered.
Of the 13 people on Maryland’s Death 

Row, nine are black.
One federal study indicated that in 

Maryland, killers of white victims were 
seven times more likely to be sentenced 
to death than the killers of black victims. 
Nearly three-quarters of all murder vic-
tims in Maryland are black, however.

“Maryland has consistently had this 
glaring problem - almost all the cases 
come from (Baltimore County) and the 
defendants are black and the victims 
are white. It’s your classic racial bias,” 
said Richard Dieter of the Death Penalty 
Information Center. “It has been a nag-
ging problem.”

Glendening suspended the execution 
of Wesley Eugene Baker, 44, who was 
scheduled to die next week for murdering 
a white woman in 1991 while stealing 
her purse at a shopping mall. Glendening 
also said he will stay any other execution 
until the study is completed.

“My heart goes out to the families 
of the victims of these horrible crimes,” 

Glendening said. “But I must honor the 
responsibility I have to be absolutely 
certain of both the guilt of the criminal 
and the fairness and impartiality of the 
process.”

Glendening acted after Lt. Gov. 
Kathleen Kennedy Townsend, who is 
running to succeed him because term 
limit laws prevent the governor from 
seeking a third term, urged Glendening 
to call a moratorium. She said it would be 
wrong to execute Baker without results 
of the University of Maryland study.

The study is expected to be completed 
in September. The state Legislature meets 
from January to April.

Glendening’s moratorium declaration 
also met with criticism.

Kent Scheidegger, legal director of 
the Criminal Justice Legal Foundation, 
a non-profit group in California that sup-
ports the death penalty and has filed 
numerous briefs in capital cases before 
the U.S. Supreme Court, said the study 
was a poor excuse for halting execu-
tions.

“To obstruct the operation of the state 
law merely because a study is being done 
is an outrage,” Scheidegger said. “People 
study things all the time. This particular 
issue has been studied in a number of 
states, and even those studies done by the 
opponents of capital punishment gener-
ally show no discrimination against black 
defendants.”

Support for the death penalty has 
declined recently. In 1995, national polls 
indicated 75 to 80 percent of Americans 
supported capital punishment. 

An ABC News poll of more than 
1,000 people conducted earlier this month 
said 65 percent supported the death pen-
alty, a figure largely unchanged since the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. Asked to choose 
between execution and life in prison 
without parole, 46 percent of those polled 
favored execution to 43 percent who 
favored life in prison without parole.

nPUNIShMENT: The 
death penalty receives 
a suspension — the 
second time ever in 
the United States
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Whenever	 I	 tell	 a	 story	 about	 the	

latest	 antics	 of	 the	 state	 legislature	 I	
always	feel	obliged	to	begin	the	story	
as	if	it’s	a	movie	trailer	to	“Dumb	and	
Dumber”	 —	 “Watch	 as	 their	 sopho-
moric	 hijinx	 lead	 to	 hilarious	 conse-
quences.”	Unfortunately	for	us,	these	
jesters	aren’t	 taking	shots	 to	 the	nuts	
for	a	living,	they	are	writing	our	laws.

The	 flavor	 of	 this	 week	 is	 being	
brought	 to	 you	 by	 Assemblywoman	
Jackie	Goldberg	(Come	on,	do	I	real-
ly	 have	 to	 tell	 you	 which	 party	 she	
belongs	to?	-	Los	Angeles).

If	 Goldberg’s	 proposal	 becomes	
law,	 state	 edu-crats	 would	 have	 the	
power	to	“ban	any	public	school	team	
name,	mascot	or	nickname	they	deem	
derogatory	 or	 discriminatory	 against	
a	 race,	 ethnicity,	 nationality	 or	 tribal	
group.”

In	fact,	if	the	Los	Angeles	Democrat	
had	her	way,	all	human	mascots	would	
be	banned.		She	told	the	Los		Angeles	
Times,	 “there	 are	 too	 many	 animals,	
symbols	and	colors	that	won’t	offend	
anybody…I	would	always	err	on	the	
side	of	caution.”

Animals?	 Symbols?	 Colors?		
Please!		Even	she	can’t	really	believe	
this	one.		

If	 this	 goes	 through,	 just	 think	
about	 the	 possibilities	 of	 expansion	
for	the	Democratic	Party.	They	could	
run	around	 the	Golden	State	naming	
schools	after	itself	at	will.

The	 Loara	 Saxons	 could	 become	
the	 Loara	 Jackasses.	 	 The	 Sultana	
Sultans	could	morph	into	the	Sultana	
Reds.		

And	 if	 Goldberg	 gets	 particularly	
ambitious	 she	 could	 follow	 in	 the	
footsteps	 of	 Hillary	 Clinton	 (who	
already	has	a	National	Hockey	Team	
named	 after	 her	 –	 the	 New	 Jersey	
Devils)	and	chisel	her	John	Hancock	
on	a	Southland	school.	 	The	Beverly	
Hills	 Normans	 could	 become	 the	
Beverly	 Hills	 Big-Fat-Disgusting-
Pinko-	Commie-Pigs.

The	irony	in	this	whole	fiasco	is	that	
Goldberg	is	running	to	the	defense	of	
a	 group	 of	 people	 that	 doesn’t	 even	
want	her	patronizing	charity	–	Native	
Americans.		

According	 to	 a	 recent	 Sports	
Illustrated	 poll,	 when	 asked	 if	 high	
school	and	college	teams	should	stop	
using	 Indian	 nicknames,	 a	 whop-
ping	 81	 percent	 of	 Native	American	
respondents	said	“no.”

However,	in	sticking	with	the	prin-
cipals	 of	 Democratic	 Party	 Politics	
101,	 Goldberg	 isn’t	 letting	 a	 silly,	
insignificant	detail	like	the	public	get	
in	 the	way	of	expanding	 the	govern-
ment.

This	is	a	case	where	there	are	plenty	
of	fire	trucks,	but	no	fire.

Despite	what	politically	correct	leg-
islators	on	leave	of	absence	from	the	
real	 world	 may	 think	 –	 parents,	 stu-
dents	and	faculty	look	at	their	mascots	
with	a	great	pride	and	admiration,	not	
as	 a	 covert	 opportunity	 to	 stick	 it	 to	
minorities.

The	 real	 story	 buried	 within	 this	
foolishness	 is	 that	 while	 California	
schools	are	falling	apart	and	test	scores	
aren’t	improving,	Goldberg	is	getting	
all	worked	up	over	 the	University	of	
Notre	 Dame	 using	 Regis	 Philbin	 as	
its	mascot!

But	 again,	 maybe	 this	 is	 part	 of	
her	master	plan	–	 the	dumber,	 fatter,	
poorer	 and	 more	 unemployable	 the	
public	 gets,	 the	 better	 things	 are	 for	
the	Democratic	Party.		

- Phillips is a free-lance columnist. 
majoring in political science at Cal 
State Fullerton. 
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Priority number one... Here they go again...

Tell	me	he	(Michael	Del	Muro)	did	not	just	blame	the	world’s	troubles	
on	America.	 I	guess	 it’s	our	 fault	 too	 that	millions	of	 Jews	died	 in	 the	
Holocaust.	Or	that	it’s	our	fault	that	Iraq	is	developing	weapons	of	mass	
destruction,	or	our	fault	that	corrupt	assh---s	(Saddam	Insane)	can’t	sup-
port	 his	 own	people.	The	United	States	 has	 sponsored	 some	 egregious	
acts	of	terror	particularly	in	South	America.	But,	a	lot	of	this	was	during	
the	Cold	War	when	we	were	only	one	phone	call	away	from	total	nuclear	
destruction.	I’m	not	defending	our	actions	then,	but	I	understand	why-cer-
tain	measures	were-in	effect.

-But	please,	stop	blaming	America	for	all	the	hardships	that	other	coun-
tries	suffer.	Its	not	our	fault	that	their	government	sucks	up	all	funds-that	
America	supplies,-to	feed	the	feedless,	shoe	the	shoeless,	work	the	work-
less.-

Perhaps	if	you	understood	that,	America	is	in	a	no	win	scenario.
We	don’t	help	...	they	hate	us.
We	do	help	...	they	hate	us.
We	give	lots	of	money	...	they	hate	us.
We	impose	sanctions	...	they	hate	us.-
Then	 maybe	 you	 wouldn’t	 come	 off	 as	 a	 total	 idiot.	 And	 perhaps,	

instead,-as	someone	who	actually	understands	politics.
The	worst	thing	we	can	do	is	nothing	at	all.
-
- Thomas Lopez
CSUF theater major

By Michael del Muro
Special to the Titan

It	is	impossible	to	have	a	well-functioning	democ-
racy	without	an	educated	populace.	Well,	the	powers	
that	 be	 obviously	 don’t	 want	 a	 well-functioning	
democracy.

President	 George	 W.	 Bush	 claims	 to	 be	 the	
“education	president’’	Yeah,	and	I’m	a	conservative	
advocate.

Thankfully,	 I	 finished	 most	 of	 my	 education	
before	 the	 junior	 president	 stepped	 into	 the	 Oval	
Office.

Since	 the	 Supreme	 Court	 placed	 G.W.	 in	 the	
White	House,	students,	from	kindergarten	to	college,	
have	 been	 hit	 with	 budget	 cut	 after	 budget	 cut	 in	
order	to	pay	for	last	year’s	tax	cut	and	the	so-called	
“War	on	Terrorism.’’

His	 big	 move	 regarding	 education	 is	 spending	
billions	 on	 testing,	 despite	 the	 fact	 that	 tests	 don’t	
benefit	students,	only	the	pocketbooks	of	test	makers	
and	companies	that	make	test	preparation	materials.

All	 that	 is	 really	needed	 is	equal	 funding	for	all	
schools,	 fair	 pay	 for	 teachers	 and	 greater	 parental	

involvement.
Call	 me	 unpatriotic	 because	 I	 don’t	 support	

increased	military	spending	or	the	war	on	terrorism,	
Junior	is	cheating	all	who	deserve	an	education	by	
choosing	the	military	over	education.

He	 recently	 had	 plans	 to	 make	 student	 loans’	
interest	 rates	 variable,	 earning	 the	 federal	 govern-
ment	 billions	 at	 the	 expense	 of	 college	 students.	
Democrats	 in	 Congress	 forced	 him	 to	 reconsider.	
Obviously	the	president	doesn’t	think	higher	educa-
tion	is	a	priority.

The	“education	president’s”	budget	also	calls	for	a	
financial	aid	reduction	of	$1.3	billion.

His	 biggest	 accomplishment	 in	 college	 was	 as	
a	 male	 cheerleader.	 He	 spoke	 at	Yale	 University’s	
graduation	 last	 year	 and	 bragged	 about	 graduating	
with	a	“C’’	average	and	still	becoming	president.

Unfortunately,	 most	Americans	 do	 not	 have	 the	
opportunities,	 money	 or	 the	 family	 name	 George	
W.	has	in	order	to	succeed.	Most	don’t	have	family	
money	to	buy	into	an	oil	company	(that	failed)	and	
the	Texas	Rangers	(who	are	still	failing).

Most	people	can	barely	afford	college.
According	 to	 a	 report	 by	 the	 National	 Center	

for	Public	Policy	and	Higher	Education,	college	 is	

less	 affordable	 for	 the	 poor	 and	 middle	 class	 now	
than	 it	 has	 ever	 been	 before.	 Couple	 that	 with	 the	
cheerleader’s	loan	idea,	financial	aid	cut	and	college	
becomes	virtually	unaffordable	for	people	in	middle	
class	and	poor	communities.

As	 for	 K-12	 education,	 instead	 of	 these	 hare-
brained	ideas	of	testing	and	“school	choice.’’	

The	administration	wants	 to	spend	$2	billion	on	
the	Marine’s	Osprey	helicopter,	a	good	weapon	with	
only	one	problem	–	 it	 crashes	 too	much.	Why	not	
just	cancel	the	program	and	pump	that	money	into	
teachers’	 salaries,	 technologies	 and	 equal	 student	
funding	for	all	schools?	(I	still	haven’t	mentioned	the	
cheerleader’s	“Star	Wars”	program	that	will	suppos-
edly	stop	planes	from	crashing	into	buildings).	

Would	it	be	because	Boeing	is	a	large	contributor	
to	 the	 Republican	 Party	 –	 according	 to	 Common	
Cause,	 $1.3	 million	 in	 soft	 money	 since	 Junior	
has	 been	 in	 office	 –	 while	 teachers	 unions	 aren’t	
($3,000	in	the	same	period)?	It’s	time	that	Junior	and	
Congress	stop	ignoring	the	K-12	and	higher	educa-
tion	problem	this	country	is	going	through	and	stop	
punishing	 the	 education	 system	 because	 of	 budget	
constrictions.	The	future	of	the	nation	depends	on	a	
well-educated,	diverse	electorate.	But	of	course	the	

Does	 the	Titan	have	ANYONE	
on	 its	 staff	 who	 is	 not	 a	 “Loony	
Leftist”?

ANYONE?
I	am	reading	the	book	“Bias”	by	

Bernard	 Goldberg.	 	 It	 documents	
the	 pervasive	 left-wing	 extremist	
(how	do	you	leftists	like	that	moni-
ker?	 	 Sound	 familiar	 in	 a	 strange	
sort	of	way?)	bias	in	journalism.	It	
documents	 the	 intolerance	 of	 left-
ists	for	dissent	or	criticism.

Universities	today,	like	CSUF,	are	
overwhelmingly	 liberal,	 not	 “bal-
anced,”	not	“diverse,”		LIBERAL,	
like	 Daily	 Titan	 Opinion	 Editor,	
Kimberly	Pierceall	:		“Republicans	
are	 the	columnist’s	gift	 that	keeps	
on	giving.”	

Darn	those	“fascist	Nazis”	any-
way.	

By	the	way,	Kimberly,	what	is	a	
“donator?”		(“Soft	money	begone”)		
I	can’t	find	that	word	in	my	diction-
ary.

Another	 thing,	 who	 has	
“hand(ed)	over	his	or	her	life	sav-
ings”	 to	 a	 political	 candidate?		
Can	 you	 name	 one	 such	 person,	
Kimberly?		Just	one?

And	 when	 you	 malign	 those	
dreaded	“Conservatives”	who	“tend	
to	evoke	the	First	Amendment	only	
when	 their	 precious	 fund-raising	
money	is	at	the	core	of	the	issue,”	

do	you	want	to	also	talk	a	bit	about	
the	Second	Amendment,	and	how	
you	want	to	discard	it	completely?

Kimberly:		“There	is	this	magi-
cal	system	called	voting.	One	vote,	
one	voice.”		I	couldn’t	find	“magi-
cal”	in	my	dictionary,	ummm,	Ms.	
Editress.

Kimberly:	 	 “Scrawl	 ‘Gore	 in	
2004’	on	a	couple	of	large	posters	
and	post	 them	in	your	front	 lawn,	
sending	 subliminal	 messages	 to	
your	neighbors.”

Subliminal.	 I	 don’t	 think	 that	
means	what	you	pretend	it	means.

Finally	this	pearl	from	Kimberly:		
“Money	 corrupts	 absolutely.”	
Really?		Does	money	corrupt	you,	
Kimberly?

How	about	wealthy	Democrats?		
Please	 elaborate	 why	 or	 why	 not.		
In	 the	 U.S.	 Congress,	 the	 list	 of	
wealthy	 Democrats	 far	 surpasses	
the	list	of	wealthy	Republicans.		

But	 labeling	 the	 enemy	 as	
“wealthy”	 or	 “fascist”	 or	 “racist,”	
as	 Democrats	 are	 wont	 to	 do	 is	
what	 really	 matters	 to	 “objective	
and	 unbiased	 journalists,”	 right	
Kimberly?

- John Jaeger
BA, 1972; MBA 1979

‘Education President’ flunks out of 

Some	 people	 may	 see	 it	 as	 just	
another	Sunday.	Others	make	grand	
celebrations	out	of	the	holiday	sanc-
tioned	only	for	mothers,	but	college	
students	 sometimes	 have	 more	 to	
thank	Mom	for	than	just	their	birth.

Students	 have	 Mom	 to	 thank	
for	 free	 laundry	 service.	They	have	
Mom	to	thank	for	that	case	of	instant	
noodle	soup	that	can	often	mean	the	
only	 meal	 for	 the	 week.	They	 may	
also	have	Mom	to	thank	for	encour-
aging	their	education.

At	 a	 time	 when	 pending	 gradu-
ation	 looms	over	 the	head	of	many	
Cal	State	Fullerton	scholars,	a	mom’s	
influence	 can	 weigh	 heavily	 on	 a	
person.	

Whether	it	is	the	case	of	one	stu-
dent	who	thanks	her	Mom	for	hating	
her,	 or	 another	 student	 who	 knows	
that	although	his	mom	has	died,	his	
memory	serves	as	encouragement	to	
complete	his	goals,	college	students	
always	remember	Mom.	

The	 one	 draw	 back	 to	 the	 May	
holiday	—	a	student	may	not	be	able	
to	 celebrate	 with	 her	 since	 finals	
preparation	is	already	underway	and	
the	 24-hour	 Red	 Bull	 high	 is	 kick-
ing	in.	

This	may	be	a	good	thing	though.	
With	 the	 pink	 mohawk,	 butterfly	
tattoo	and	a	pierced	nose,	Mom	may	
say	she	will	still	love	her	child.	Just	
so	long	as	that	degree	is	on	the	wall!

Thank you Mom, you rock!

By Matthew sedlar
Daily Titan Copy Editor

Even	though	I	am	a	connoisseur	of	
foreign	 and	 independent	 films,	 every	
summer	 I	 undergo	 a	 transformation	
of	 “Incredible	 Hulk”	 proportions;	
I	 become	 a	 “summer	 blockbuster”	
junkie.

What	can	I	say?		The	three	hottest	
months	of	the	year	turn	me	on	to	big,	
loud,	dumb	movies.

Every	once	 in	
a	while	you	need	
something	 like	
“The	 Mummy	
Returns”	 (even	
though	 it	 bla-
tantly	 ripped	 off	
several	 films)	 to	
remind	 you	 that	
movies	 can	 be	
fun.

I	am	serious.
Lately,	 the	

movies	 are	
becoming	 so	
hyped	 and	 poor-
ly	 written	 that	
I	 have	 lost	 my	
mean	green	alter-
ego	 and	 I	 have	
become	 some-
thing	 much	 worse;	 I	 am	 the	 cynical	
armchair	critic.

This	doesn’t	mean	that	all	the	sum-
mer	 blockbusters	 in	 the	 past	 were	
golden.		There	are	good	films	and	bad	
movies.	 	 This	 summer	 is	 producing	
more	of	the	latter.

Look	at	these	summer	offerings:
Attack of the Clones	 –	 Maybe	

our	 low	 expectations,	 after	 surviving	
“Phantom	Menace,”	will	actually	help	
us	walk	away	from	this	episode	with-
out	the	urge	to	punch	George	Lucas.	

Scooby-Doo –	Do	I	really	need	to	
tell	 you	why	 this	 is	going	 to	be	hor-
rible?	 	 Freddy	 Prinze	 Jr.	 in	 a	 blonde	
wig…I	win.

Men in Black 2 –	 They	 made	 a	
sequel	 to	 a	 film	 that	 barely	 reached	
the	 one-and-a-half	 hour	 mark.	 	 Did	
Sonnenfeld’s	plans	for	Wild	Wild	West	
2	fall	through	or	what?		If	you	are	curi-
ous	 about	 this	 movie,	 just	 watch	 the	
preview;	it	gives	away	everything.

	Sum of All Fears –	When	a	movie	
has	the	tag	line	“27,000	nuclear	weap-
ons.	 One	 is	 missing,”	 chances	 are	
that	you	have	seen	 it	before.	 	Wasn’t	
it	 called	 “Broken	 Arrow”	 or	 “The	
Peacemaker”?		

	 To	 be	 fair,	 the	 film	 is	 based	 off	
of	 a	 Tom	 Clancy	 book	 that	 came	
out	after	“Clear	and	Present	Danger.”		
This	explains	why	the	lead	character,	

Jack	 Ryan,	 is	 suddenly	 many	 years	
younger…or	not.

Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron 
–	Dreamworks	does	a	Disney	 imper-
sonation	for	what	we	hope	is	the	last	
time.

Minority Report –	 Tom	 Cruise	
shows	 off	 for	 the	 camera	 in	 another	
sci-fi	film.		This	movie	just	happens	to	
be	directed	by	Steven	Spielberg,	who	
has	lately	been	following	the	pattern	of	
good	film,	then	bad	film.	If	Spielberg	

is	 trying	 to	
break	 his	
curse,	 he’ll	
cut	 Cruise’s	
screen	 time	
and	focus	on	
Colin	Farrell	
i n s t e a d .		
Considering	
that	 Mr.	
Vanity	 is	
prominently	
displayed	 in	
the	 preview,	
get	 ready	
for	 another	
“Miss ion :	
Impossible	
2”	scenario.

M r . 
Deeds –	

Some	loser	suddenly	becomes	popular	
and	rich.		He	falls	in	love	with	a	girl,	
while	 trying	 to	adapt	 to	his	new	sur-
roundings.		Isn’t	this	the	plot	to	every	
Adam	Sandler	movie?

Unfaithful –	I	already	watched	the	
movie.		It	was	about	two	minutes	long	
and	it	was	called	a	preview.

Signs –	 Director	 M.	 Night	
Shyamalan	deserves	to	be	tortured	for	
giving	us	such	a	hackneyed	ending	to	
“Unbreakable.”		I	don’t	care	how	great	
the	ending	for	“The	Sixth	Sense”	was	
(it	wasn’t);	I	will	never	watch	another	
one	of	his	movies	again.

The Country Bears	–	As	soon	as	I	
stop	laughing,	I’ll	let	you	know.

In	 regards	 to	 the	 state	 of	 cinema,	
I	don’t	want	it	 to	feel	like	the	ship	is	
slowly	 sinking	 and	 there	 is	 no	 hope;	
that	 was	 done	 by	 James	 Cameron	
(badly)	a	couple	of	summers	ago.		

If	all	else	fails,	there	is	the	reliable	
“Austin	 Powers”	 franchise.	 	 “Reign	
of	 Fire”	 boasts	 a	 spooky	 Matthew	
McConaghuey	 and	 some	 cool	 com-
puter-generated	beasts.		

If	 your	 head	 doesn’t	 explode	 this	
summer,	consider	yourself	lucky.

-Sedlar studied film at Cal State 
Long Beach before transferring to Cal 
State Fullerton. 
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By KiMBerly Pierceall
Daily Titan Opinion Editor 

What	happens	when	you’re	 in	 the	
midst	of	advising	the	president	of	the	
United	 States	 and	 your	 15-year-old	
son	 longs	 for	 the	 Texas	 prairie	 he	
grew	up	on?	You	pack	up	your	West	
Wing	office	and	hop	on	the	first	plane	
to	Dallas.	

Karen	 Hughes,	 President	 George	
W.	Bush’s	adviser	since	1994	when	he	
was	 the	 governor	 of	 Texas,	 resigned	
last	month	not	because	of	work-relat-
ed	 stress	 or	 a	 severe	 sudden	 disdain	
for	 President	 Bush	 (which	 would	 be	
my	 likely	 reason	 for	 resigning).	 She	
left	simply	so	she	could	go	home

“I'll	be	honest,	I	guess	we're	a	little	
homesick.	We	miss	our	friends.	I	went	
home	 during	 Prime	 Minister	 Blair's	
visit	 and	 saw	 my	 best	 friend's	 son	
play	 soccer	 in	Austin,	 and	 I	 realized	
that	I	was	missing	seeing	my	friend's	
children	 grow	 up;	 and	 that	 my	 son,	
likewise,	was	missing	the	opportunity	
to	go	 to	his	 friend’s	home	and	be	 in	
touch	 with	 his	 friend’s	 parents,”	 she	
said	during	a	White	House	press	con-
ference.

Quiter.	 That’s	 what	 I	 originally	
thought.	How	could	someone	possibly	
give	up	having	 the	president’s	 ear	 at	
your	disposal	just	to	spend	time	with	
her	family.	By	resigning	she	validated	
the	excuse	why	few	women	make	it	to	
the	political	peak.

That’s	what	I	initially	thought.
At	 the	 risk	 of	 making	 this	 col-

umn	more	personal	than	usual,	I	want	
to	 be	 powerful.	 Too	 much	 to	 ask?	
Perhaps…but	I,	like	anyone	else,	want	
to	fill	some	level	of	importance	after	I	
graduate	and	my	preference	would	be	
in	the	realm	as	a	journalist	for	a	large-
respected	newspaper	or	resident	of	the	
West	Wing	in	the	White	House.	Any	
recruiters	reading	this?

Yet	 in	 my	 quest	 for	 an	 idealized	
career	post-CSUF,	I	rarely	ever	factor	
in	 reality.	 Sure,	 in	 the	 30-year	 plan	
I’ve	reserved	room	for	getting	married	
at	some	point	and	cultivating	a	family,	
but	 it	 was	 always	 just	 thrown	 in	 as	
a	 requirement	 that	 would	 fit	 snugly	
with	the	career.	No	life	speed-bumps.	
My	kids	would	be	fine	as	I	went	off	
to	conquer	 the	world	of	Washington,	
D.C.

Hughes’	 resignation	 made	 me	
rethink	not	only	my	30	year	life-road-
map	but	also	my	priorities	now.	

“…throughout	 my	 career	 I	 have	
tried	 to	 prioritize	 my	 family	 while	 I	
have	 a	 career…I	 think	 this	 says	 that	
I	can	do	what	is	right	for	my	family,	
and	continue	to	serve	the	president	in	
a	key	way,”	Hughes	said.

Should	 this	 make	 anyone,	 regard-
less	of	gender,	reprioritize?	

Rearranging	 priorities	 is	 empow-
ering.	 I	 no	 longer	 feel	 guilty	when	 I	
spend	 time	 with	 those	 I	 love	 rather	
than	study	for	biology.	

Knowing	 that	 I	 can	 focus	 on	 my	
career	and	hopefully	go	far,	is	empow-
ering.	

Being	a	mom	 is	empowering.	For	
19	years,	my	mom	has	been	a	pow-
erful	 force	 in	 my	 life.	 She	 was	 an	
influence	 that	 made	 me	 into	 what	 I	
am	today.	She	spent	most	of	her	 life	
devoted	 to	 raising	me	and	my	sister,	
but	I’m	sure	if	she	had	tried	to	balance	
an	important	job,	she	still	would	have	
done	a	stellar	job.

Simply	stated,	power	is	determined	
by	 the	priorities	we	set.	Family,	 self,	
boyfriend,	school,	career…etc.	Karen	
Hughes	 didn’t	 fail	 in	 the	 feminist	
vision,	 she	 succeeded	 in	 determin-
ing	what	 is	 important	 to	her	 and	her	
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nNBA: Iverson lashes 
out against his coach 
and criticizes the press 
for its never-ending 
scrutiny of his play

krt cAmpus
Philadelphia shooting guard Allen Iverson held a news conference May 7, in which he went on a 31-min-
ute tirade covering Larry Brown’s coaching, the media’s scrutiny and his “individual” practice schedule.

Fullerton’s Dynamic Duo
Shane Costa and Richie Burgos do their part for the Titan baseball team

By ricardo Sanchez, Jr.
Daily Titan Staff Writer

In “Remember the Titans”, a movie about a football 
team that ultimately came together as a family, there is 
a scene where two players yell out a chant — Left side! 
Strong side!

If you apply the same motivational call to the Cal 
State Fullerton baseball team, the context changes but 
the meaning of the words stays the same.

It boils down to Titan sophomores Shane Costa and 
Richie Burgos, who are putting up memorable seasons, 
and using that chant for a different reason.

See, both hit from the left side and have performed 
strong enough to lead the Titans in batting average and 
hits.

But does it really matter which side of the plate 
they’re on?

“Obviously there is going to be more right-handed 
pitchers, so yeah it’s an advantage,” said Costa, who 
has been sporting a .375 batting average, that was once 
above .400, for most of the season.

Or is hitting from the left-handed position just some-
thing different?

“We stand out more since we’re the only lefties on 
the team,” said Burgos, who claims anything above a 
.350 should be every hitter’s goal – he’s holding on with 
a .351 average.

But the story isn’t about what side of the batters box 
they hit the ball from; it’s about where they hit the ball, 
and these guys smack it all over the field.

Costa leads the team with 70 hits while Burgos is not 
far behind in second with 56. However, with 18 dou-
bles, five triples, and four home runs, Costa is making 
a bid to become only the fourth Titan to hit 20 doubles 
and five triples in one season.

He has lived up to the pre-season All-America tag on 
his shirt from the start, being named Big West Player of 
the Week three times and NCBWA National Hitter of 
the Week once.

Costa’s career batting average stands at .377 and 
is third behind Titan greats Mark Kotsay and Tim 
Wallach. 

Costa still has two more years to improve on that 
number.

Coming out of nowhere, Burgos was given the 
opportunity this season partly because of his left-hand-
ed hitting, after going 1-for-6 as a freshman and playing 
in only eight games.

Teased by the coaching staff for his lack of speed on 
the base paths, Burgos has hit only five doubles and no 
triples. But the man makes contact with the ball, with 
only 14 strikeouts in 159 at bats this season.

During a two-game stretch earlier this season, Burgos 
went 8-for-8 and nearly surpassed the record of 10 con-
secutive hits set by three different players – the most 
recent was Dave Staton who did it in 1989.

Assistant coach Rick Vanderhook works with the duo 
in batting practice and examines their swings daily try-
ing to improve on certain techniques.

“The thing we work on is keeping their hands inside,” 
Vanderhook said. “Sometimes they get the barrel out 
away from them and pull the ball a little too much.” 

“They both have good hand-eye coordination,” he 
continued. “As we say about Richie, ‘he was born to 
hit.’”

Burgos and Costa motivate themselves as well. They 
seem to be drawn to each other and it doesn’t hurt that 
they’re roommates. 

“I know what he’s doing, so I keep my eye on him,” 
Burgos said.

Costa admits it’s rarely competitive between the two, 

but when it is, they have fun and never take it serious.
“When he gets a couple hits then I’ll be like ‘he has a 

couple hits, I need to get a couple hits,’” Costa said. 
It was Costa who boasted a 22-game hitting streak, 

the longest by a Titan since 1999.
Costa carried some superstitions throughout the 

streak, like wearing the same socks and underwear. 
“I’d wash them,” he said.
“The first day I started the streak I didn’t wear my 

sliding pants, so I stopped wearing them until the last 
day,” Costa said.

Whatever works for a player to get a hit, that’s what 
they’ll do. Burgos says its simple: “If you don’t hit, you 
don’t play.” 

Left side! … Strong side!

Photos by Brian Miller

Trouble
lin-
gers in 

By ricardo Sanchez, Jr.
Daily Titan Staff Writer

The way things have gone this sea-
son, the Titans probably won’t look 
at this weekend’s match-up against 
the UC Riverside Highlanders as a 
warm-up.

Although, judging by recent 
games, (blowouts at UC Irvine and 
Pepperdine) this series should result 
in a sweep for the No. 17 Cal State 
Fullerton baseball team – who find 
themselves in second place in the Big 
West standings with a 12-6 record.

The Highlanders are currently in 
sixth place with a 7-8 mark, but have 
a 27-21 record overall, 
going 7-2 in their last 
nine games, including a 
sweep of the UC Santa 
Barbara Gauchos last 
weekend.

With Cal State 
Northridge holding a 
commanding three- 
game lead over the 
Titans going into the 
last two weeks of the 
season, the Matadors 
face two of the top three 
teams chasing them 
— a struggling Long 
Beach State 49er team 
and tough UC Irvine 
team on the road.

A late slip by the 
Matadors, and a hard 
charge by the Titans 
in the last six games, 
could generate another 
conference title for 
Fullerton. But that’s 
stretching it, as the 
Matadors seem poised 
for the Big West crown. 
However, in their five 
years under head coach 
George Horton, the Titans have yet to 
lose the Big West conference title.

If the Titans continue their current 
offense pace, then a takeover might 
be possible. 

Assistant coach Rick Vanderhook 
noticed why the bats have suddenly 
come alive.

“They’ve stopped swinging at the 
same bad pitches,” he said.

Being the hitting coach, he pointed 
out how the hitters are doing a better 

job of “turning counts around.”
“It’s different when it’s 2-1 because 

the pitcher needs to make a little 
different pitch and not be so fine,” 
Vanderhook said.

Even though home runs haven’t 
been part of the Titan attack this sea-
son, (Geoff Comfort leads the team 
with five) the Titans have produced 
in other ways. Putting the ball in play 
is one of them. Their average of just 
5.2 strikeouts per game is the lowest 
mark in the Big West.

Senior outfielder Chris Stringfellow 
is a perfect example, batting .500 last 
weekend to raise his average to a 
season-high .277. 

“It’s unbelievable,” 
Vanderhook said of 
Stringfellow’s hot 
streak. “I told him what-
ever he’s eatin’ to keep 
eatin’ it.”

Horton has said 
throughout the season 
that CSUF has the best 
pitchers in the confer-
ence. 

Wes Littleton and 
Chad Cordero are back-
ing up his statements 
with phenomenal soph-
omore seasons. But 
senior Jordan DeJong 
also has been impres-
sive, with an 8-3 record, 
taking over Darric 
Merrell’s spot in the 
weekend rotation, with 
sophomore Travis Ingle 
pitching Sunday.

Pitching coach Dave 
Serrano made it clear 
that the move was to 
give Merrell a chance 
to improve and gain his 
confidence back.

“We’re not trying to 
hide him,” Serrano said. “Obviously 
he hasn’t lived up to the expectations 
we had for him.”

Those expectations projected 
Merrell, a preseason All-American, 
to be selected as the Big West Pitcher 
of the Year. Serrano was pleased to 
see Merrell respond well in his mid-
week start, holding Pepperdine to 
four scoreless innings. 

CSUF prepares for 
weekend opponents

Still, Brown went to the shelf for Iverson.
Brown likely was hurt by Iverson’s statements on 

Tuesday, but he, unlike Iverson, bit his tongue in his 
own news conference Wednesday. 

He didn’t let whatever emotions he might have had 
get the better of him.

Brown dismissed the volatile nature of Iverson’s 
news conference and said it didn’t affect his opinion that 
the two could work out their differences.

“I didn’t watch the press conference,” Brown said, 
“but when I heard comments about it and read some 
things about it. . .it seemed to me that it was a young kid 
reaching out for help. His feelings were obviously hurt. 
Knowing him the way I know him and knowing how he 
is when he feels his back is to the wall, you just saw a 
young kid reacting.

“I know he wants to do what’s right. I’ve been with 
him five years and every day hasn’t been great, but I’ve 
seen tremendous growth. I’ve seen him improve as a 
player. I’ve seen him accomplish a great deal. I’m hope-
ful with me being here that I can see him continue to get 
better. I don’t think anybody should put too much stock 
in that press conference.”

Brown said he thought there was a purpose for him to 
be with the Sixers.

And while some might wonder what basketball god 

he annoyed, if this is the way he is meant to spend the 
twilight of his Hall of Fame-caliber coaching career, 
Brown said he is looking forward to the challenge of 
working with Iverson.

“I do know that I’ve got a young kid on my hands 
who’s looking for direction, who has a big heart and 
cares about the right things,” Brown said. “I’ve got to 
figure out a way to help him.

“I’m going to make this as simple as I can. I spoke 
with (Iverson), with (King) for a long time. We talked 
about him coming back and me coming back and him 
wanting to finish his career here, him wanting to be on 
a championship team, him being a leader and the best 
player.

“I kind of gave him my ideas of how that could be 
accomplished. He told me he was going to see that that 
would happen. So, I have no reason to believe that he is 
not going to make every effort to see that happen.”

The issues aren’t solved.
The incidents will continue to happen.
But Brown and Iverson are back together to give it at 

least one more try.
And after the last few days, it’s incredible that the 

best that Sixers fans could have hoped for is exactly 
what they got.

By John SMallwood
Knight Ridder Newspapers

PHILADELPHIA - Overlooked 
in the lunacy that has been the last 
two days of the Philadelphia 76ers 
was the one thing most Sixers fans 
wanted to hear.

For as much as you can get a 
guarantee in professional sports, 
Allen Iverson is going to be back 
for his seventh season with the 
Sixers.

While coach Larry Brown didn’t 
say it as forcibly as Iverson did in 
his explosive news conference on 
Tuesday (“Hell, yeah, I’m coming 
back”), Brown all but guaranteed 
his star player will return.

He said he told Iverson in their 
Tuesday meeting, “ ‘The best thing 
that could happen with this franchise 
is that you finished your career here 
and became the best player in the 
league and helped us possibly win a 
championship.’ I said I want to see 
that happen.

“So I told him you can tell your 
daughter not to worry about it, 
Daddy is going to be living in 
Philadelphia and we’re going to see 
him in training camp at Penn State 
and move on and try to figure out a 
way we can get better.”

There you have it. 
That’s what you wanted to hear. 
Iverson will be back. Brown will 

be back. And together they are going 
to work to make sure the Sixers do 
better than they did this season.

Now don’t take this to the bank.
Because if the Los Angeles 

Lakers don’t threepeat, and sudden-
ly decide either Shaquille O’Neal or 
Kobe Bryant has to go and they’d 
trade one for Iverson, The Answer 
will head West.

And if the Orlando Magic want 
to trade Tracy McGrady or the San 
Antonio Spurs offer Tim Duncan, 
then that will happen, too.

nprEVIEW: With expectations of strong 
performances, Titans look to dominate UCR

Fullerton’s Dynamic Duo
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pitching hot streak
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