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The Continental bar in 
Fullerton was built in 
the 1930s. Find out in 
the next issue of The 
Daily Titan how it still 
remains so popular.
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nFATALiTY: Larry 
Bestenlehner, 57, was 
killed instantly after 
his Unifirst truck slid 
on the 57 freeway

Taking it home

KATiE CumpEr/Daily Titan
The Cal State Fullerton softball team reacts Sunday as they found out that they drew a No. 1 seed for the 2002 NCAA Softball Regionals.

Test-taking tips may reduce anxiety

By scott leeds
daily Titan staff Writer

With finals only a couple of weeks 
away, students had the opportunity 
to learn how to reduce test anxiety. 

Psychologist Cindy Martinez 
of Counseling and Psychological 

Services discussed different topics 
of test-taking strategies and ways to 
reduce test nervousness. 

“Every person that takes a test of 
any kind, experiences some degree 
of anxiety,” Martinez said. 

 It is perfectly normal for anyone 
to panic during a test, said Martinez. 
A student’s anxiety level is most 
likely to rise when entering the 
classroom. 

Students also feel anxious when 
they are first handed the test, when 
they run into a question they don’t 
know the answer to and when they 
think they are running out of time, 
she said.

She suggested that whenever a 
student’s anxiety increases, they 
should take a deep breath; take sev-
eral breaths; and use whatever cop-
ing response that will help.

Martinez mentioned four sources 
of anxiety, which are when some-
thing poses a threat to a person’s 
worth, the importance of the situa-
tion, “setting yourself up” and lack 
of preparation. 

She focused on “setting yourself 
up” and an idea she called “self-
talk.” She said that most students set 
themselves up by saying , “I always 
do poorly on tests.” An example that 
she gave of “self-talk” was “This 

test is so hard.” 
Another topic that Martinez dis-

cussed was memory. She talked 
about why we forget, and steps to 
better recollection.

Martinez said that some reasons 
we forget are because of negative 
thinking or a weak impression. She 
also said that when taking a test, 
people do not forget, but the anxiety 
blocks them from remembering the 
information discussed in class.

Some of the steps she said that  
will help students recall the informa-
tion in class are: get the information 
correct, use repetition and reduce 
interference. 

“The presentation gave you some 
information to think about,” said 
Sue Trickett, a finance major. 

Trickett attended the presentation 
because she was looking for ways to 
help her calm down during tests.

Martinez said that visualization 
would help with managing test anxi-
ety. 

Students need to visualize them-
selves remaining calm, doing well 
and succeeding; visualization is a 
powerful tool,  she said.

Martinez talked about 12 strate-
gies to help managing test anxiety. 
Some of the strategies were: be on 
time, don’t cram at the last min-

ute, skim the test, budget time and 
answer the easy questions first.

Martinez recommended some 
books for students to read. The 
National Textbook Company pub-
lishes skill-builder books about 
study skills and talking notes. 

Ashlin Garcia, a child analysis 
studies major, attended the presenta-
tion to get the notes so she can use 
them in the future.

Martinez gave a final word of 
advice.

“Accept the fact that there are 
some things you won’t know.”

Driver 
dies in 
crash

nHiNTS: Budgeting 
time and answering 
easy questions first are 
some ways to minimize 
stress during finals

By scott leeds
daily Titan staff Writer

A Unifirst Corporation truck driver 
was involved in a fatal car collision last 
Friday afternoon. The crash occurred at 
1 p.m. on the north side of the 57 free-
way at Nutwood Avenue.

The driver of the truck, 57-year-old 
Larry Bestenlehner, died instantly.

Police officials said a Dreyer’s ice 
cream truck rear-ended the Unifirst 
truck. 

Workers on the roof of the Chase 
Suite Hotel, located next to the free-
way at the corner of Placentia and 
Nutwood avenues, heard a loud noise. 
They looked up to see the Unifirst 
Corporation truck sliding on its side, 
rolling one-and-a-half times across the 
freeway.

One of the workers said it was the 
loudest noise he has ever heard.

Police and fire officials looked for 
Bestenlehner in his truck, but he was 
thrown from the vehicle during the 
crash. 

The driver of the ice-cream truck 
found Bestenlehner on the other side of 
the guardrail near the embankment.

One of Bestenlehner’s co-workers, 
Benny Gutierrez, said Bestenlehner 
worked for Unifirst for more than 30 
years and had worked at the company 
longer than anyone.  

Gutierrez was distraught when he 
arrived at the crash site, and could not 
believe what he saw. 

He described Bestenlehner as a good 
guy and someone that took his health 
seriously.

“You would not believe he was as 
old as he was,” Gutierrez said. He 
also said that Bestenlehner was a state-
champion wrestler. 

William E. Miller, the branch man-
ager where Bestenlehner worked, said 
he was a model employee. He added 
that Bestenlehner would take the young 
guys under his wing.

Bestenlehner was divorced with chil-
dren, and was devoted to them — espe-
cially his daughter, Miller said.

All of the route workers are mourn-
ing the lost of one of their best employ-
ees, he added.

Every Tuesday morning the com-
pany holds a route service meeting at 
4 a.m. 

“He was a big participant in role 
playing during the meetings,” Miller 
said.

On Friday, Bestenlehner was on a 
special assignment for the company. 

He usually covered a route in the 
Fullerton and Brea areas. 

His customers always came first to 
him, Miller said. 

Students can stare into space 

By erick Fierro Martinez
daily Titan staff Writer

While students walk between 
the Science Laboratory Center and 
McCarthy Hall, a new aesthetic feature 
is clearly noticed.

The display of planets is a scaled 
replica of the universe, said Jeff Cady, 
professor of physics and project coor-
dinator.

The photos of the planets were dig-
itally transferred onto ceramic tiles, 
which will protect the art from the natu-
ral elements as well as vandalism.

The planet-walk, as it is known, 
was once a key feature of the Physics 
Department until acts of vandalism 
destroyed the feature, Cady said. 

“This thing [the planet-walk] will 
last as long as the building,” Cady said. 
“Less durable materials would have 
fallen apart.

“The intent of the project is to inform 
students of the importance of scales. 
The project also provides a lot of infor-
mation about our solar system and gets 
the interest of those who might other-
wise not know of the astronomy classes 
offered here at Fullerton.” 

Cady also mentioned that in the 
short time the planet-walk has been 
up, a large student inquiry has already 
taken place.

But student reaction to the new plan-
et-walk has been mixed.

Some were concerned after find-
ing out how much it cost to create the 
planet-walk.

 Kolf Jayaweera, dean of the College 

of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, 
said the walk cost the college an esti-
mated $10,000 to $15,000.

At first, biology major Laura Koh 
had no idea what planet-walk was 
going to be. But when she finally saw 
it, she thought it was a nice decoration 
to the building.

But Koh does not believe it will 
make much of an impact on the cam-
pus.

“I’m sure the money could have been 
better spent on more useful things,” Koh 
said. “The administrators who decided 
to go ahead with the project probably 
had a bias – but obviously they would 
want more for their building.”

Koh also suggested that programs 
to make professors more efficient with 
technology and other resources would 
have a stronger impact on students. 

“The money should be more direct-
ed to education rather than aesthetics,” 
Koh said.

Vanessa Robles, an international 

business student, had similar thoughts. 
“They’re cool and informative. But 

the cost is ridiculous,” Robles said. 
“That’s a lot of money they could have 
spent on materials and equipment for 
class instruction.

 “If students wanted information 
about our universe they could go 
research it for themselves. Not very 
many students will actually stop and 
read it unless it is an assignment for 
class, many of us are in a hurry to get to 
class and others don’t care,” she added.

Jayaweera, however, said that it 
serves a great educational purpose that 
will benefit more than CSUF students. 
It will also benefit visitors to the campus 
including many high school students.

The process for the planet-walk 
began about one year ago and the idea 
slowly came together as the CSUF 
planet-walk. 

“Santa Monica Community College 
and Cal State Northridge all have plan-
etariums but no campus [in our area] 

nmoDEL: The planet-
walk in McCarthy Hall, 
created by professor 
Jeff Cady, displays
photos of the planets

Chad Cordero has 
amassed a stellar 

career at CSUF 
and he still has 

two seasons left 
—see sports page 8
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university Singers and 
Chamber Singers to 

perform at the First Baptist 
Church

The University Singers and 
Chamber Singers, under the direc-
tion of John Alexander, will be per-
forming at the First Baptist Church 
May 19 at 6 p.m., sponsored by 
the Cal State Fullerton Music 
Department. The First Baptist 
Church is located on 1010 w. 17th 
St. in Santa Ana.

The ensemble will be performing 
the songs “Hymn to St. Cecilia” by 
Benjamin Britten and “Three indian 
Songs” by Arthur Farwell.

The program will include 
Durufle’s “Requiem” performed 
with organ and orchestra and 
feature guitarist David grimes in 
“Romancero guitano” by Mario 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco. Tickets are 
$8 general admission and $5 with 
Titan discount. They are available 
at the performing Arts Center box 
office and online at tickets.com.

For more information, contact 
the box office at (714) 278-3371.

Fullerton City Council to 
host City Hall open house

The Fullerton City Council will 
host an open house on Tuesday, 
May 21 from 6:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. 
Refreshments will be served.

Fullerton officials will reveal the 
newly remodeled council chamber 
and administrative offices to the 
public prior to starting evening city 
council meeting. The remodel is the 
first major renovation to the council 
chamber and administrative offices 
since it opened its doors to the pub-
lic in 1963. 

A  new addition to the chamber 
includes a remote-controlled, four-
camera, state-of-the-art broadcast 
system for televising council meet-
ings to the public over the city’s 
government cable channel. other 

improvements include: spaces 
to accommodate wheelchairs in 
compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, individual computer 
screens for council and staff, state-
of-the-art audio-visual equipment 
for presenting agenda informa-
tion, improved lighting, acoustic 
balancing of the room to deaden 
any echoes improving the quality 
of sound and retrofitting the entire 
area to meet current building code 
requirements. 

enlarging the council’s office 
space and adding a private confer-
ence area that enables citizens to 
meet with elected officials are also 
part of the renovation.

Fullerton City Hall is located at 
303 w. Commonwealth Avenue.

For more information about the 
open house, call the city council 
office at (714) 738-6311. persons 
requiring special accommodations 
are asked to notify city staff prior to 
attending the open house May 21.

Jazz Combos to perform at 
Little Theatre

Jazz Combos, under the direc-
tion of Charles Tumlimson, will be 
performing at the Little Theatre May 
21 at 8 p.m., sponsored by the Cal 
State Fullerton Music Department. 
Student combos, Scott Morning 
Quartet, the Morris Les group and 
Bar Brothers group, all second-
place winners from this year’s 
Fullerton Jazz Festival will be per-
forming at the event.

The program will also include 
the Faculty Jazz Quartet featuring 
trumpeter/flugelhorn player Chuck 
Tumlinson, Ron eschete on guitar, 
bassist Luther Hughes and paul 
Kreibich on drums. Tickets are $8 
general admission and $5 with 
Titan discount. They are available 
at the performing Arts Center box 
office and online at tickets.com.

For more information, contact 
the box office at (714) 278-3371.

CALeNDAR oF eVeNTSCALENDAr oF EVENTS

Community

The opera pacific presents 
“The Barber of Seville” at the irvine 
Barclay Theatre May 11 through 
May 19. Ticket prices range from 
$45 to $65. For more information, 
call (949) 854-4646.

The Fullerton Civic Light opera 
presents the musical “Camelot” 
May 10 through May 26 at the 
plummer Auditorium in Fullerton. 
Tickets range from $16 to $40. For 
more information, call (714) 879-
1732.

The J. paul getty Museum has 
an exhibition through July 7 focus-
ing on the work of 17th century 
Dutch painter, pieter Saenredam.  
Admission is free. parking is $5 
per car. For more information, call 
(310) 440-7360.

The Museum of Latin American 
Art in Long Beach will host the 

exhibition “Situaciones Humanas/
Human Conditions” by Dominican 
artist Jose garcia Cordero through 
July 21. Tickets are $5 for general 
admission and $3 for seniors and 
students. Admission is free on 
Fridays. For  more  information, 
call (562) 437-1689.

Spring eSL classes will be 
offered at the Brea Community 
Center through June 26. Morning 
sessions will be from 8:30 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. and evening ses-
sions will be from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Registration is required. For more 
information, call (714) 990-7150.

The Homestead Museum 
will present the “Ticket to the 
Twenties” from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., 
Sunday May 19 in the City of 
industry. it will present jazz music, 
dancing and historic house tours. 

Admission is free. For more 
information call (626) 968-8492 or 
visit www.homesteadmuseum.org.

Campus

The TSU Mainframe will host 
a web Design workshop on 
Friday, May 17 from 1 p.m.-3 p.m. 
Admission to the workshop is free 
to students, faculty, staff and the 
community. 

The TSU Center gallery pres-
ents art works by Kozue imamura 
through May 24. The gallery 
is open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Admission is free. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-2468.

The TSU Underground has 
free bowling every Thursday from 
3 p.m. to 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (714) 278-2144.

The Titan Tusk Force meets 
every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. in 
TSU 259. For more information, 
call (714) 278-2468.

The pollak Library will host the 

exhibit “Kimono: The wearable Art 
of Japan” through May 18 in the 
Atrium gallery.

The TSU presents the Titan 
pride Bowling League every 
wednesday night at 6:30 p.m. 
This event is open for all faculty, 
staff and students and the cost per 
week is $9. For more information, 
call (714) 278-2144.

The TSU Underground has a 
Video game extravaganza May 
20-31 from 12 p.m. –7 p.m. 

play various videogames to win 
cool prizes. Must be a CSUF stu-
dent to participate in the event.

The Department of Music 
presents student and faculty jazz 
combos at 8 p.m., May 21, in the 
Little Theatre. Tickets are $8 and 
$5 with Titan discount. For more 
information, call the performing 
Arts Center  at (714) 278-3371.

CALeNDAR oF eVeNTSCop BLoTTEr
monday, may 5

A non-injury traffic accident 
was reported to police at 1:33 
p.m.  The accident actually 
occurred May 2 and was report-
ed late.

Tuesday, may 6

A routine traffic stop was per-
formed at 9:12 a.m. on the south 
57 Freeway ramp to Chapman 
Avenue.  A vehicle with oregon 
plates was towed.

At 11:41 a.m., police respond-
ed to a disorderly conduct call 
in McCarthy Hall 416.  A student 
was disturbing class while the 
professor attempted to give an 
exam.  The student was then 
contacted again by professor 
and was sent to the math office 
to wait for police.  

Wednesday, may 8

At 2:14 a.m., public Safety 
arrested a drunken driver west-
bound on Chapman Avenue and 
east of Raymond Boulevard in a 
Honda Civic.  Fullerton Tow was 
enroute along with a blood tech-
nician.  The suspect was taken 
to orange County Jail.

Thursday, may 9

At 11:19 a.m., police respond-
ed to a call of a heavy-set white 
male wearing a light blue shirt 
vandalizing cars in the College 
park parking lot.  

one in particular was a silver 
Volkswagon passat.  The sub-
ject left the lot and entered the 
building.  

public Safety was called to 
the Sports Field at 11:55 a.m. in 

response to a theft of a genera-
tor valued at $1,500 that was 
taken during Special olympics.  

Friday, may 10

The drunken driver of silver 
Ford Truck was stopped by 
police at 1:50 a.m. at Nutwood 
Avenue and the 57 Freeway.  
Fullerton Tow was called and the 
subject was released to parents.

At 10:23 a.m., police 
responded to a call of victim’s 
wallet being stolen.  

She reported someone took 
her wallet and used her credit 
cards.  The cards were later 
found dumped in Lot g, but the 
victim said they were used.  

Saturday, may 11

A black Acura on North 

Campus Drive was found aban-
doned at 2:12 a.m., with dam-
age to the front end and two 
flat tires.  Brookhurst Tow was 
called.

A non-injury traffic accident 
was reported to police at 10:29 
a.m. from the Sports Complex 
on Brynes Circle.  

A Santa Ana SwAT vehicle 
and a gold Ford Thunderbird 
were involved.

Sunday, may 12

police responded to the 
west gallery in the Visual Arts 
Building at 4:13 p.m. to a pos-
sible vending machine break-in.

At 8:52 p.m., police were 
called to the performing Arts 
Building where a swarm of gnats 
were around the building and 
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Firefighters provide medical attention to a dummy removed from a car as part of an extrication demonstration.  
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Firefighters demonstrate their 

By conchita viado
daily Titan staff Writer

Auto extrication, live fire dem-
onstrations and rappelling down a 
tower — these were just some of the 
things residents of Brea observed at 
its fire department’s open house on 
Saturday. 

The open house was in celebration 
of National Fire Service Recognition 
Day.  

Firefighters from Brea were on 
hand to provide an opportunity for 
the public to go behind the scenes 
and see what a firefighter does on a 
daily basis.

“Every day is a different day in 
this business which is very neat and 
very exciting,” firefighter paramedic 
Steve Rosendale said. “That’s what I 
love about the job.”

The first demonstration was the 
landing of Mercy Air. Mercy Air 
is an ambulance helicopter, which 
transports emergency victims to and 
from hospitals. 

Parents and children watched in 

awe as the helicopter circled above 
them and eventually landed in a 
neighboring parking lot.  

The second demonstration was 
an auto extrication. In this demon-
stration the firefighters showed the 
spectators how they would retrieve 
a person if he or she were trapped 
inside their car. 

A dummy, which was supposed 
to be an injured man, was placed 
inside a car.  

The firefighters went through the 
motions step-by-step, starting from 
when the 911-emergency phone call 
was made and ending at the scene.

Apprentice firefighter David 
Coleman demonstrated how fire-
fighters rappel from high buildings. 

He showed the audience by rap-
pelling from the station’s training 
tower.  Coleman, who was attached 
to safety lines, carefully demonstrat-
ed how to come down from a high 
building.  

The firefighting displays conclud-
ed with a live fire demonstration. 
The highlight of the event had fami-
lies watching as firefighters lit the 
car from the auto extrication on fire. 

As the car was consumed with 
flames, black smoke clouded the 
air. Some children stared in awe and 
some screamed and cried because 
smoke got in their eyes. 

The firefighters quickly put out 
the fire and the black smoke turned 
white. After inspecting the hood and 

trunk of the car, the demonstration 
was over.  

The open house also included a 
tour of the station and a Children’s 
Fire Academy, which taught grade 
school children important aspects of 
fire safety.

The job of a firefighter is an 
important one. After Sept. 11, people 
grasped the hard work and dedica-
tion needed for the daily responsibil-
ity of saving lives. 

The firefighters themselves also 
realize the important of their jobs. 
Every day they put their lives on 
the line to save others. To them it 
is more than just a job– it is a way 
of life.

“There are a couple reasons why 
I got into this business,” Rosendale 
said. “No. 1, I love to help people. 
And No. 2, I like teamwork. Those 
two things allow me to do [this job].

“I love people and I am able to 
help them because of my rank which 
is a firefighter paramedic… and 
being on an engine company with 
three other people [allows us to] 
work together as a team to accom-
plish a goal.”

Coleman agrees with Rosendale 
and believes that helping people is 
the best part of the job.

“A lot of people say that fire-
fighters are just ‘glorified janitors’ 
because we go around cleaning up 
whatever happens,” Coleman said. 
“I’ve also heard the cliché that fire-

nCommuNiTY: in 
honor of National Fire 
Recognition Day, local 
residents observed 
life-saving techniques

fighters are ordinary people who are 
put in extraordinary situations. I just 
like helping people. I like to solve 
problems and I like to work my 
hands. This gives me the opportunity 
to do that.”

Firefighter engineer Dan Gipson 
said he also enjoys helping people 

and loves the challenge that fire-
fighting offers.

 “I really wasn’t sure why I want-
ed to be a firefighter… The big-
gest incentive for me to pursue [this 
career] was that I really just enjoy 
working with and helping people,” 
Gipson said. “It’s a public service 

job. We’re public servants so we get 
called to do a wide range of every-
thing. People call 911 for so many 
different things. We do everything 
from band-aid type calls to bad car 
accidents. It’s a great job for helping 
people. It’s different every day.  It’s 
very rewarding.”

Elementary school children learn fire safe-

By conchita viado
daily Titan staff Writer

Children of all ages were given the 
opportunity to learn the basics of fire 
safety during Brea Fire Department’s 
open house on Saturday. The open house 
was hosted in conjunction with National 
Fire Service Recognition Day.  

The Children’s Fire Academy was 
put together a year ago on the request of 

Fire Chief Alford Nero. Nero wanted to 
offer a program to grade school children 
where they could learn things about fire 
safety, said David Coleman, apprentice 
firefighter and assistant adviser of the 
Explorer program.

“They were getting a lot of calls 
about children getting burned and 
ingesting poisons,” Coleman said. 
“They introduced this program to help 
reduce the call load because it’s always 
heart-wrenching when [the victim is] 
a child.”

Fire Explorers designed this free 
program with some help from the 
chief.  The program is funded by the 
fire department and run solely by the 
Explorers.

It is offered on Fire Service Day and 
during Fire Prevention Week.  The acad-
emy is also offered at the Boys and Girls 

Club of Brea.   
The program consists of five events.  

The first one is called “Toys vs. Tools.” 
In this event, the children are shown dif-
ferent objects such as cigarettes, match-
es, lighters, dolls, medication bottles 
and toy cars.  The Explorers ask the 
children what they should play with and 
what they should tell their parents about 
and leave alone.  If the item is a toy or 
a tool, it is placed on a board under the 
appropriate name.  

Next, the Explorers teach the children 
to “stop, drop and roll” if their clothes 
catch on fire.  

“Once they are finished learning the 
‘stop, drop and roll,’ we talk to them 
about smoke detectors and have them 
go through our smoke tunnel,” Coleman 
said.  “We teach the children that if they 
hear the smoke detector beep they are 

supposed to stay low to the ground.”
The Explorers press the smoke detec-

tor to make it beep. The child then rushes 
to the smoke tunnel and crawls through. 
To simulate smoke, the Explorers tape 
black balloons  to the ceiling of the tun-
nel. Parents are given information on 
smoke detectors and told to change the 
batteries every six months.  

At the other end of the tunnel, there 
is another Explorer teaching the children 
two ways to get out of their homes if 
there is a fire. They teach the children 
how to test the doorknobs for heat and 
to climb out of the window if they are. 
Parents are informed that if their home 
has a second level, it is important to 
purchase a fire escape ladder at a hard-
ware store or anywhere that sells fire 
extinguishers. 

“We have a program called EDITH 

which stands for emergency exit drills in 
the home,” Coleman said. “It’s another 
opportunity to teach the parents as well 
as the kids that they need to have a place 
to meet if there is ever a fire, that way 
you can get an accountability check so 
[the firefighters] know if there is anyone 
left inside.  It helps to avoid the confu-
sion and helps the fire crews.”

The Explorers designed a flame prop 
which has a buzzer at its base.  This is 
the children’s reward for completing the 
academy. 

The children squirt water at the base 
of the fire, which causes the buzzer to 
make noise. The children also receive 
plastic fire helmets, a sticker badge and 
a completion certificate.  

Laughter, involvement and complete 
focus are signs that the children really 
enjoy the academy.  The Explorers also 

enjoy teaching.  
“It’s a lot of fun,” Coleman said. “It 

helps you to be confident in what you 
know [as a firefighter].”

Julian Espita, 5, wants to be a fire-
fighter “because my brother is a fire-
man.” Espita’s brother, Arturo Marquez, 
is an Explorer.

In the Children’s Fire Academy, 
Espita learned a lot of things. 

“[I learned how] to stop, drop and roll, 
and when you hear [the smoke detector] 
beep, you crawl and that’s all.”

Chaz Claunch, 7, agreed with Espita. 
His sister, Jade Turquet is also an 
Explorer. 

 “I might want to be in the army or 
the police,” Claunch said “But firemen 
are cool.  They do a lot of stuff.  They 
fight fires and they go on helicopters.  
They help people.”

nEDuCATioN: A free 
program, offered twice 
a year in Brea, teaches 
kids basic measures to 
prevent accidents
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Children give gift of music

By esMeralda sosa 
daily Titan staff Writer 

Many Orange County mothers 
awoke with a very special serenade 
Friday morning. 

For many countries in Latin 
America, like Mexico and El 
Salvador, Mother’s Day is celebrat-
ed on May 10. 

This day is one of the most cel-
ebrated days because mothers are 
considered to be the nucleus of the 
family. A group of teen-agers led by 
CSUF student Valentin Mendoza 
surprised their mothers with a 
Mother’s Day serenade, a tradition 
that some people say is starting to 
get lost. 

The odyssey started at midnight 
Friday in a deserted parking lot in 
Mission Viejo where everyone gath-
ered to start the serenade tour. 

The first mother to be surprised 
was Rosa Ceja, Mission Viejo resi-
dent. 

Ceja’s children David, Carmen 
and Cristina were among the other 
teen-agers who sang. Having been 
part of a mariachi, Carmen, Cristina 
strummed the violin while David 
played the base. 

With their instruments in hand, 
and voices tuned-up, David, Carmen, 
Cristina, Maria Elena and Valentin 
sang the traditional “mananitas,” or 
celebratory songs. 

“I feel very surprised; my heart 

nHoLiDAY: while 
several mothers 
received jewelry and 
flowers, some teens 
serenaded with song

ESmErALDA SoSA/Daily Titan
To celebrate the Mother’s Day holiday, Valentin Mendoza serenaded mothers with a group of teens, Friday.  

is pounding with excitement,” Ceja 
said. “I’m very blessed by my chil-
dren.”

After delighting Ceja with two 
songs, the serenade tour continued 
because time was short and there 
were more mothers to be surprised. 

Again and again, the procedure 
became a routine; once the house 
was found it was time to get out of 
the van, get the instruments out of 
their cases, tune-up and give the best 
performance possible.

Alicia Cabrera, Anaheim resident, 
said that listening to the serenade 
brought back memories of when her 
family had a mariachi and her broth-
ers would take her and her sisters 
serenading. 

“It’s like going back to the past,” 

she said as she held back tears. “It 
reminded me when my mother was 
alive.” 

For others, like first-time mother 
Carmen Rodriguez, it was more of 
a shock.

“Oh my gosh,” Rodriguez said. “I 
feel like crying.”

Next to her husband and her little 
girl, Rodriguez admitted to being 
very emotional.

But time was running out and 
there were still more mothers on the 
list. While David drank Dr. Pepper 
to stay awake, Carmen was worried 
about several tests that she had to 
take that same day. 

“It’s 5:30, I have to go take a 
shower and go to school, I’m taking 
about four tests,” Carmen said.

After driving through Mission 
Viejo, Anaheim and Santa Ana, 
the serenade ended at San Juan 
Capistrano at nearly 6 a.m. 
Exhausted from the trip, Carmen 
and Cristina ended the tour next to 
each other with their eyes closed. 

The hardest thing for them was 
to stay awake and go to school the 
next day. 

However, all of them are will-
ing to do it again next year. It was 
a sacrifice that Cristina said was 
worth it. 

“It’s a lot of sacrifice, but I guess 
all the hugs and kisses make up for 
it,” Cristina said. 

Aerobics class 
takes it all off

By lisa liddane
The Orange County Register

 
MISSION VIEJO, Calif. - They 

arrived at Crunch gym in snug white 
T-shirts or hot pink corsets. In four-
inch heels or cross-training shoes. 
Black thigh-high stockings or white 
athletic socks. Most were shy and 
uncomfortable at first, but curious.

Once the dance music started and 
instructor Jeff Costa urged them to 
move, most discarded their inhi-
bitions just as they shed a T-shirt. 
They ground their hips suggestively, 
crawled on the floor, twirled doffed 
tops before flinging them away.

Strip club? Nope. Welcome to 
“Cardio Striptease.”

Think Britney Spears meets Demi 
Moore meets Denise Austin.

“The best way to describe it is, it’s 
a cardio class that allows people to be 
comfortable with moving in a sexy 
way and play-act,” said Rob Glick, 
group exercise manager at Crunch. 
“They’re just pretending that they’re 
stripping.”

The key word is tease, Costa said. 
“People think it’s naked aerobics. But 
no one has ever taken all of their 
clothes off.”

All but two of the 22 participants 
were women and most were work-
out enthusiasts. Some came to try a 
novel workout they had seen on TV 
or read about in magazines. Others 
saw it as an opportunity to play out 
a fantasy in a safe group environ-
ment. Several said they participated to 
pick up seductive moves to spice up 
romance with their husbands.

“Roll your hips right, then left,” 
Costa said.

Everyone bent their knees, then 
gyrated their hips.

“Be cool, be sexy, uh-uh- uh-uh.”
“One, two, three, grind, grind, 

grind ... show it off!”
“Put your finger on your lower 

lip, look straight in the mirror. Look 

down your left side, now your right. 
Touch your body!”

Fifteen minutes through the hour-
long class, many looked less embar-
rassed than they had when they 
started. Their moves became more 
vigorous and lusty. They narrowed 
their eyes, dropped their lower lips 
and looked seductively at the mirror, 
making eye contact with an imaginary 
audience. Halfway through, everyone 
was sweating. Costa turned down the 
lights and the class formed a circle.  In 
the last 20 minutes, the class learned 
a choreographed dance routine. Three 
women in their 20s joined the class, 
after watching from the edges of the 
room. Everyone concentrated hard on 
nailing the quick moves. There was 
no room for shyness.

“I felt sexy,” said Jennifer Toti, 34, 
a personal-fitness trainer who recently 
moved to Laguna Beach, Calif., from 
Las Vegas. “It was kinda cool. It’s not 
an easy workout. I’ve seen the same 
kind of movements in Las Vegas, but 
it’s so different when I’m actually 
doing it.”

Dressed in a T-shirt that said 
“Playgirl University,” Laree Soto, 31, 
was among the quick learners. “I 
could have done it for several hours,” 
said Soto, of Dana Point, Calif. “It’s 
about appreciating (my) body. I get 
to take home something to my hus-
band.”

Shannon Lee, 33, a sales director 
for a telecommunications company, 
gave the workout a mixed review.

 “It was a good workout, but the 
dance part was a little tough,” said 
Lee, of Ladera Ranch, Calif. “I had 
fun, but some things were over the 
top. I’m from South Carolina and I’m 
pretty conservative - this was a little 
too L.A.”

Crunch’s Glick is aware that the 
workout may not go over well with 
more conservative gym-goers. He 
was initially skeptical that the concept, 
developed by Costa at the Crunch 
gym in West Hollywood, would be 
accepted. But local members who 
had seen or heard about the workout 
asked that the club offer it.

“We’ve gotten five to 10 calls a 
week in the past four months and 
almost everybody who tours our club 
asks about it,” Glick said. 

nHEALTH: people 
can lose calories 
from bumping-and-
grinding at a cardio 
striptease course

http://dailytitan.fullerton.edu
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Arboretum offers relax-

By christina Guerrero
special to the Titan

The sweet scent of pink, star shaped 
flowers fills the air.  Beyond a bridge, 
which crosses over a stream made by 
a waterfall, a little girl toddles after 
her mother.  She is barely taller than 
the tops of the orange and yellow 
poppies that line the entrance.

 “Following the leader, the leader, 
the leader.  Following the leader, the 
leader, the leader,” she sings mimick-
ing her mother.

As two buses arrive overflowing 

with kindergartners, a gray haired 
man wearing a workout suit jogs 
past.

“Here come the troops,” he said 
with a chuckle.

A wild brown rabbit, which is 
startled by the commotion, scurries 
off into the bushes.

The Arboretum, which is locat-
ed at Yorba Linda Boulevard and 
Associated Road, is much more than 
a 26-acre botanical garden.  For a 
$2 donation, it is an oversized class-
room for children of any age and a 
soothing retreat for animal lovers. Its 
environment is suitable for families 
on a one-day outing or for couples on 
a romantic lunch getaway. 

The Arboretum contains posted 
signs that describe the types of foliage 
and handouts that describe the type 
of birds found there.  This enables 
anyone to go on a self-guided tour.  
However, nature guides are avail-
able on advance notice and various 

classes are available on the weekends 
without reservations.      

Across from the restored Eastlake-
style Victorian Heritage House inside 
the entrance, sits a large pond par-
tially covered by cattails and lily 
pads below a shady tree.  Under the 
watchful eye of a large white-feath-
ered egret, which is easily distracted 
from a breakfast of small fish, turtles 
come up for air from the bottom of 
the pond. 

A volunteer begins to lead the kin-
dergartners and teacher from Quail 
Summit around on a short tour pro-
viding information about the plant 
and animal life found at the arbore-
tum.  

They then visit the Children’s 
Garden where they are read a story 
about how a seed becomes a plant.

Their teacher Nancy Karcher, who 
is a Fullerton resident, decided to 
bring her students here for a field 
trip.  

“It’s their first time,” said Karcher 
explaining the children, who are 
bouncing up and down.  “We’re 
really excited.”

They begin to work on their check-
list, counting the number of turtles 
that have fled to the center of the 
pond. 

Young joggers dash by on an out-
side trail, while a hummingbird helps 
to pollinate flowers by darting around 
the inside trail and an enormous cac-
tus.  The buzzing wings of bees and 
large black beetles, which are dig-
ging around in the flowers, can be 
heard nearby.  

Near a stream at the entrance a 
mother duck nervously watches new 
arrivals walk by her three ducklings.  
She waddles off to the water fearing 
for their safety.  One by one the duck-
lings follow their mother’s lead.  

“Following the leader, the leader, 
the leader.” Just like the little girl said 
as she toddled after her mother.

nNATurE: in the 26-
acre botanical garden, 
many people can 
have lunch or gaze at 
the lush greenery 

JAmiE NoLTE/Daily Titan
The Arboretum is place where students can take a break from classes.

Price, convenience beat out safety in buyer 

By JiM MateJa
Chicago Tribune

 
CHICAGO - How important is safety 

to vehicle buyers?
Based on a study of the features and 

factors that consumers feel are important 

when buying a new vehicle, the size of 
the monthly payment (87.4 percent of 
consumers) was considered more impor-
tant than overall safety (45.1 percent).

Conveniently placed cupholders 
(64.2 percent), luggage capacity (56.5 
percent), sound systems (55.1 percent) 
and interior appearance (48.3 percent) 
also ranked higher than safety. Safety is 
rated only slightly ahead of tilt steering 
wheel (40.8 percent) and interior comfort 
(41.2 percent). The Attributes Considered 
Important survey was conducted by 
CNW Marketing/Research, the Bandon, 
Ore.-based company that studies the rea-
sons people buy the vehicles they do. 

The survey compared items deemed 

important in the buying decision among 
consumers purchasing vehicles in 2001 
vs. 2000.

The one exception to the desire for 
safety was air bags. Listed separately, 
they were considered important by 80.2 
percent who bought in 2001, down 
from 81.9 percent in 2000. But the high 
score for bags can be deceiving, said Art 
Spinella, CNW general manager.

“Consumers say if they get an air bag 
they’re safe, so why worry,” Spinella 
said, noting they believe this item will 
protect them at any speed in any accident 
situation - front, rear, side impact or 
rollover.

As a rule, consumers are more con-

cerned with a nagging rattle in the dash 
than with a recall letter saying a wheel 
could fall off, Spinella said.

“A rattle will make consumers go bal-
listic, while they don’t even worry about 
a recall letter,” he said. ”People usually 
aren’t concerned about safety until they 
or someone they know is involved in 
an accident and suddenly they become 
aware.” 

This is the reason young drivers with 
little experience aren’t concerned about 
seat belts and anti-lock brakes, and more 
experienced drivers who are more aware 
of the potential of being hurt or have had 
an accident are concerned, Spinella said.

While 56.2 percent of consumers said 

anti-lock brakes were important, they 
were mostly older motorists, she said.

“Young drivers are more concerned 
with the immediate benefits of a feature 
and are more likely to focus on a sound 
system they’ll use every day than on 
ABS brakes they might only use once to 
keep from running into a pole,” he said.

When does a safe car become more 
important than a sound system?

“A small minority is concerned about 
safety all the time, but the majority find 
it important after the fact, after they’ve 
had an accident. That’s when they start to 
worry. Until then, they worry more about 
inconvenience, which is why automakers 
offer roadside assistance programs. 

“More people are troubled about being 
parked at the side of the road unable to 
move than they are about driving off 
the road into a ditch and being injured,” 
Spinella said.

“It’s not until after the deer has gone 
through the windshield that people go out 
and buy $1.98 whistles to attach to their 
cars to keep the deer away,” he added.

The study also found that cost exceeds 
safety concerns. While safety was rated 
important by 45.1 percent of consum-
ers, low financing rates were judged 
important by 57.9 percent, low sticker 
price important to 79.2 percent and low 
monthly payments important to 87.4 per-
cent of buyers. 

nSurVEY: Research 
shows people who 
purchase a vehicle 
consider comfort and 
payments important

Read the Daily Titan
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Make final days stress-free

The Daily Titan article poli-
Letters to the Editor should be brief and are subject to edit-
ing.  They should also include a signature and telephone 
number.  
Editorials are the opinion of the editorial board,  comprised 
of the Editor in Chief, Managing Editor, News Editor, Opinion 
Editor and section editors.  
Columns are the personal opinion of the writer.  They do not 
reflect those of the university, the faculty, The Daily Titan or 
the student body.

“The press is not public opinion”
-Prussian Prince Otto von Bismarck, 1862
Tell The Daily Titan what is on your mind, what drives 

our campus and what influences our world. 
Cal State Fullerton students, faculty, staff and friends 

- express your opinion and write a letter to the editor. 
Bring letters to CP-670 addressed to “Opinion.” 
Or send an e-mail by visiting the Opinion section at :  
http://dailytitan.fullerton.edu 

By BenjaMin Becker
Special to the Titan

In a fleeting attempt to appear out-
spoken, radical and mysterious, Lucas 
Helder – the 21-year-old mailbox pipe-
bomber – failed miserably.   A f t e r 
spending five days roaring through 
the Midwest and planting 18 bombs in 
four states, he was caught.  

But not to his dismay.
He wanted to get caught.  The signs 

were everywhere.  Before leaving 
his apartment near the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout, the school he attend-
ed, he told his roommate to “check the 
news and act accordingly.”  

Then, during his short-lived ram-
page, he sent his father a note stating, 
“If I don’t make it through this ordeal 
(if the gov’t doesn’t realize I can help) 
then I’ll have to get out of here for 
awhile.”  

He also sent the student newspa-
per at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison a signed letter linking him-
self to the bombs.

Could he have been a little more 
obvious?  If he intended on successful-
ly terrorizing the country, he probably 
wouldn’t have left a trail recognizable 
by the blind.   With the assistance 
of cell-phone records and credit-card 
statements, police cornered him – and 
he couldn’t have been any happier.

Helder’s face was adorned with a 
smile when he peacefully surrendered 

just outside Reno, Nev., after leading 
police on a 46-minute car chase.   

Why did he want to get caught?  
What was the purpose, then, of going 
through all the trouble to plant the 
bombs?       

I’m not a psychologist but I know a 
lack of attention when I see it. 

Helder suffered from a severe case 
of whiney college-student-babble syn-
drome.  He was infamous for his 
gripes about government and religion 
and he detested American society for 
being made up of “conformists.” 

Examples of Helder’s rhetoric are 
seen in the letters that accompanied 
his bombs.  He stated, “the govern-
ment controls what you want to do, 
they control what you can do...you are 
forced to conform…you suffer men-
tally and physically,” and finally (my 
favorite) “I am here to help you…open 
your hearts and minds.”

I’m sure those who received one 
of Helder’s pleasant surprises would 
undoubtedly agree that his bomb was 
instrumental in opening their hearts 
and minds.

Besides using the words “conform,” 
“conformist” and “conforming,” 35 
times, Helder preached for the demise 
of the wealth and mentioned other 
things that limited Americans’ free-
doms.

All of the hardships of being an art 
student at the University of Wisconsin-
Stout had reached a boiling point and 

Helder decided that he needed to make 
a political statement.

Not simply traipsing about the 
country bound for unorganized terror, 
Helder confessed to police that he had 
a plan.  He was planting bombs in 
such a pattern that, if plotted on a map, 
would create a giant happy face.

I almost threw myself into a piece 
of farm equipment when I heard this.  
Helder’s opus was far from grandiose 
and somewhat disappointing coming 
from an art student.  Couldn’t he create 
a star or a fluffy rabbit?

It’s ironic that Helder’s disdain for 
the “limitations” of American “free-
dom” sent him gallivanting across the 
nation, and resulted in a revocation of 
his freedoms.  If he thought life was 
confining before, he’s in for a surprise 
now.  His arrest has torn him from his 
band Apathy (another word he got 
from a thesaurus) and posters of his 
idol, Kurt Cobain.

Helder wanted the nation to turn its 
head from Israel, from Enron and from 
the War on Terror to fix its attention on 
him.  Instead what he got was a quick 
look askance, and then the backs of 
heads. 

I have advice for Helder.  There is 
no need for unlawfully storming about 
the country, planting bombs in mail-
boxes.  There are other legal ways to 
express irritation for government.  It’s 
called the First Amendment.  Become 
a journalist.

“He was planting 

bombs in such 

a pattern that, 

if plotted on a 

map, would cre-

ate a giant happy 

face.”

Benjamin Becker,
Special to the Titan

The final days of the semester 
are slowly oozing to an end and 
the suffocating blob that makes stu-
dents’ days feel longer isn’t helping 
– stress. It’s that annoying meta-
phorical ball of energy that builds 
inside of us at our busiest moments, 
reminding students that they have a 
mere two weeks ‘till finals, days to 
finish semester culminating projects, 
minutes to find a parking spot before 
their angst explodes into a veritable 
demolition derby of frustration. 

The time has come to calm down. 
If nothing else, at least for a few min-
utes each day, reconnect with your 
lazy self with zen-like fervor and 
breathe in the 90 degree Southern 
California summer air.

A recent study published in 
the “Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences” said stress 

increases oil production which leads 
to clogged pores and hair-loss. Need 
proof? Vice President Dick Cheney.  
Besides vanity, stress makes our mind 
multi-task at a rapid pace that results 
in debilitating effects – exhaustion, 
panic, fear...heart-problems. Hmmm, 
Vice President Dick Cheney?

On Wednesday, from noon to 1 
p.m. in Langsdorf Hall 210G, the 
counseling center will hold the 
workshop, “Psychological paths 
to happiness.” Who, besides rav-
ing masochists, wouldn’t want to be 
happy? While the workshop won’t 
focus on stress and it’s effect on our 
daily lives, stress has an intrical part 
in making us happy or unhappy.

So eat, sleep, breathe and be 
merry. Only three weeks left till...
summer school.

Return to insane sender How to Stop 
Terrorism
Tip of the 

Week

By kiMBerly Pierceall
Daily Titan Opinion Editor

The Pentagon recently shut the doors 
to its Office of Strategic Influence 
::cough:: propaganda ::cough:: after 
the Washington Post reported that the 
military planned to knowingly “feed 
false stories to foreign journalists.” 

Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld defended the office to the 
Associated Press and said it wouldn’t 
lie, per se, to the American public 
– it would simply “employ tactical 
deception to confuse an enemy for 
battlefield advantage.”

Oh that’s all?? Silly journalists, it’s 
only “tactical deception.” 

“The Pentagon does not lie to the 
American people,” Rumsfeld told 
NBC.

The sky is fuschia.
I didn’t lie. Promise.
So that is how the war on terrorism 

will be won, deceiving strategically. If 
the Pentagon did it, no reason we can’t 
do it on the homefront.

Stop terrorism in your cul-de-sac. 
If your neighbors asks you why 

their newspaper is missing, tell them 
that you’re saving them from feeling 
paranoid – “Ignorance is bliss.” 

If you get in a car accident with a 
monstrous Ford Expedition (the mod-
ern motor home) explain that it wasn’t 
your fault because you were sim-
ply trying to lessen the United States 
dependence on foreign oil by debili-
tating a gas-sucking behemoth.

If your credit-card company keeps 
calling and demanding you pay them, 
inform them that under the president’s 
definition, they qualify as a member 
of the “Axis of Evil” and thus need 
not be compensated.

It’s all in how you spin it.

Kimberly Pierceall/Daily Titan
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By RicaRdo sanchez, JR.
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Chad Cordero holds his grandfather, George Encinas, close to his heart.
Encinas has been there from the beginning and he rarely misses a game. So when he 

did, back during Cordero’s sophomore season in high school, he sent a note in his place.
“Good luck. Do your best. Love grandpa, ” it read.
Cordero folded it up and placed it in his back pocket and it’s still there today. It’s always 

there – with every pitch he throws – with every game he plays.
The sophomore closer out of Don Lugo High School in Chino keeps it in his wallet for 

luck and uses the note as motivation during games.
“It’s like my grandfather is there with me all the time,” he said proudly of his motiva-

tional tool.
A tool that helps the 6’0 190 pound right-hander, reach the high 90s at times with his 

pitches. 
A tool that helps the pre-season All-American average 13.1 strikeouts per nine innings, 

which would rank among the top five in the nation if he qualified (he is 1.2 innings 
shy).

A tool that helps him pitch his way into the record books, award nominations and the 
win column.

“I try not to think about it,” Cordero said of the records he’s chasing, even though his 
father, Edward, occasionally will drop him reminders. But it doesn’t faze him.

Cordero is tough on the mound and intimidating. His job as the team’s closer demands 
it. Staring down batters is routine. He remembers throwing at an opposing hitter last year, 
because he was crowding the plate. And then he gave him some lip.

“Get back in the box,” he said to the batter, under his breath to pump himself up.
He said it low so the batter wouldn’t hear, because Cordero is not a flamboyant trash 

talker, nor does he act arrogant. He’s a laid-back college kid with a calm personality.
“He’s quiet. People think he’s shy,” Cordero’s mom, Patricia, said of her eldest son. 

“But he’s been like that ever since little league. When he gets on the field, he changes. He 
gets real serious and knows what he has to do.”

It’s easy to know the game if you grew up around it. 
“Ever since he was a kid, he would make anything into a bat,” she said. “As soon as 

he began to walk he was holding something.”
His father was a catcher. His mom played softball. So did all his aunts and uncles.
It was a family thing, since his grandmother lived, and still does, by a school with a 

softball field. Everyone would join in for pick-up games on Sundays.
“The whole neighborhood would come out, plus all my family. It was always fun,” 

Cordero said.
Back then, he ran around carefree. Now he sprints out to the mound a la John Rocker 

when his number is called. He learned to do it after what pitching coach Dave Serrano 
told the pitching staff – the pitcher should be the first one on the field.

‘That’s why I run,” Cordero said.
He runs to the spot on the field where everything happens for him. 
The place where he racked up 14 saves as a freshman and tied the Big West record set 

by Bobby Jones of Fresno State.
The spot where he has recorded 12 saves this season putting him among the top-ten 

in the country this year and second all-time on the Cal State Fullerton list. He owns 26 
career-saves, needing just six more to move into first, with five games left on the schedule 
and two more years of eligibility. 

“I guess I do want to break the record,” said Cordero, whose nickname “Chief” came 
from alumni and former teammate Jon Smith.

It came out of nowhere, Cordero said. Smith just blurted it out one day in practice for 
no particular reason during Cordero’s freshman year. It caught on with his teammates, 
then the fans.

“The fans started calling me Chief, so I guess it just stuck,” he said.
The nickname fits. A stern look on his face, with the bill of his hat just above the 

eyes. It’s a glance manufactured to play on a batters fear – giving him an advantage 
in pressure situations. It’s almost unfair. Those situations are what he lives for on 
the field. 

He loves it. But it needed some getting use to.
The most pressure he felt was during his freshman year at the College World 

Series against Nebraska – with the Cornhusker faithful breathing down his 
neck.

“It’s a little nerve racking with all the Nebraska fans yelling,” Cordero 
said.

It gave him experience, poise and tough skin. Something that Coach 
Serrano didn’t see in him back in high school during the recruiting process.

“I think Chad has gone to higher levels than I even thought he would,” 
Serrano said. “What I saw was the physical, what I didn’t see was the men-
tal toughness. He has exceeded in that aspect in all regards.”

Selected last year to the USA National Team, Cordero instead decided to 
rest his arm so he could be ready for this season. But again, he was invited to try out 
in the summer and if he makes it this time around, he won’t pass it up.

“We’ll be going to Holland and Italy, so it should be fun,” Cordero said of why 
this year he intends to wear the red, white and blue.

Drafted out of high school in the 26th round by the San Diego Padres, Chief 
decided to come to college – something he’s always w a n t e d 
to do. Sketchy, to say the least, is whether he’ll s t ick 
around until his senior season. 

“I don’t know,” Cordero said. “I’ll see if I get 
drafted.”

Maybe freshman John Hanley knows something 
we don’t.

“He’s gone,” he said about his teammate as 
Cordero just laughs.

“He’ll have an opportunity after his junior year, and 
if he does we’ll support him,” Serrano said.

As for becoming a starting pitcher, well, that seems 
unlikely.

“I don’t see him becoming a starter, but that doesn’t mean he 
isn’t one of our top three pitchers,” Serrano said. “He’s not just 
some guy who comes in the game late, as a coaching staff we look 
at our closer as one of the top two or three guys.” 

And the proof is in the numbers. 
With 72 strikeouts in 49.1 innings of work, and a 4-3 record this 

season, Cordero will have a chance to bring home the Dick Howser 
Trophy, presented annually to the top collegiate baseball player in the 
nation. But more importantly he wants the Big West title and a College 
World Series ring. It would be a perfect ending to an outstanding 

Three in 
a row for 
Fullerton

Reg. 1 - Columbia, South 
Carolina

No. 1  UCLA (50-6)
No. 2  Georgia (57-15)
No. 3  *South Carolina (43-18)
No. 4   Eastern Kent. (36-12)
No. 5  UMBC (46-19)
No. 6  Liberty (28-31)

Region 2 - Minneapolis, 
Minnesota

 
No. 1  Arizona (48-10)
No. 2  DePaul (46-9)
No. 3 *Minnesota (35-19)
No. 4  Princeton (34-16)
No. 5  Penn State (32-24)
No. 6  Boston U. (28-21)

Region  3 - Lafayette, 
Louisiana

No. 1   LSU (53-9)
No. 2   Arizona St. (40-18)
No. 3   *Louisiana-Laf. (49-11)
No. 4   Massachusetts (52-11)

No. 5   Miss. State (35-29)
No. 6    Northwestern St. (45-

23)

Region  4 - Fresno, California

No. 1   CSUF (50-11)
No. 2   Stanford (43-18)
No. 3   California (48-19)
No. 4  * Fresno St. (49-18)
No. 5    Pacific (42-15)
No. 6   Evansville (34-25)

Region  5 - Norman, 
Oklahoma

No. 1   Texas (46-11)
No. 2  *Oklahoma (44-14)
No. 3   Texas A&M (38-16)
No. 4   Arkansas (32-26)
No. 5   Utah (30-34)
No. 6   Army (30-17-1)

Region 6 - Ann Arbor, 
Michigan

No. 1  Washington (43-16)
No. 2  *Michigan (46-9)
No. 3   Ohio State (53-12)
No. 4  Central Mich. (38-14)
No. 5  Canisius (33-14)
No. 6  Oakland (24-35-1)

Region No. 7  -  Iowa City, 
Iowa 

No. 1 Nebraska (45-12)
No. 2 Oregon State (38-23)
No. 3  Notre Dame (41-15)
No. 4 *Iowa (35-18) 
No. 5 Wisconsin (31-20)
No. 6  Illinois-Chicago (42-20)

Region  8 - Tallahassee, Florida

No. 1  Florida Atlantic (59-11)
No. 2  Alabama (46-19)
No. 3 *Florida State (49-17)
No. 4  Auburn (38-25)
No. 5  Georgia Tech (47-16)
No. 6  Chattanooga (40-13)

KATIE CUMPER/Daily Titan
Titan pitcher Gina Oaks practices her pitching Monday before leaving for Fresno.

nSOFTBALL: CSUF earns a No. 1 
seed in regionals as they pick up a 
third consecutive conference crown

Titans win series 
over Highlanders      
nBASEBALL: Fullerton is two games behind 
CSUN in the Big West race with three games left
By RicaRdo sanchez, JR.
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Senior Jordan DeJong struck-out 
a career-high 10 batters Saturday, 
leading the No. 17 Cal State 
Fullerton baseball team to a 6-3 
win, clinching a series win over the 
weekend against the UC Riverside 
Highlanders at Goodwin Field.

The Titans are 34-11 and 14-7 
in the Big West but still trail the 
Cal State Northridge Matadors by 
two games after losing, 10-8, to the 
Highlanders in the series finale.

Wes Littleton (9-3) also picked 
up his ninth win in Friday’s 12-5 
victory. 

DeJong (9-3) was the Sunday 
starter for most of the season, but 
was moved to Saturday after a shift 
in the weekend rotation. He enjoyed 
the experience.

“That was a first time I pitched at 
night underneath the lights, it was 
fun,” DeJong said.

But it wasn’t that easy.
“He had a tough zone to throw 

to, he missed on a lot of pitches that 
could’ve went either way,” pitching 
coach Dave Serrano said.

However, DeJong acknowledged 
he did not establish his curveball in 
the first few innings.

“I didn’t think I was that consis-
tent,” he said. “If I would [have] 
established that pitch early then 
maybe I would get some more 
calls.”

Even so, the coaching staff was 
impressed with his 10 strikeouts 
and pleased with his overall perfor-
mance.

“He showed a lot of character and 
held a team which I think is very 
underrated, at bay,” Serrano said.

But then things got a little shaky 
after the Highlanders put runners in 
scoring position with a couple of 
singles and a walk, then Timothy 

Faulkner slammed a double to cut 
the lead 6-3.

After a single in the eighth, 
Serrano walked to the mound and 
called for his ace, Chad Cordero, 
out of the bullpen, despite DeJong 
wanting to continue. 

“I definitely wanted to stay, at 
least one more inning. I figured 
Chief would come in the ninth,” 
DeJong said.

Head coach George Horton agreed 
with the decision to pull him.

“I think it’s easier for Jordan 
to give the ball to Coach Serrano, 
when he knows Chief’s coming in,” 
Horton said.

Recognizing his team’s improve-
ment over the past two weeks, 
Horton said he believed his team 
bounced back well after the 
Northridge sweep two weeks ago.

“We had a down period against 
Northridge, and the only thing we 
can do is respond with some qual-
ity; and we’re getting help,” Horton 
said. “We’ve been very pleased with 
our defensive play. If the pitching 
keeps doing what their doing and 
we play catch, then it takes the 
pressure off and it’s easier to play 
offense.”

Designated hitter David Fischer 
had a career day in the 10-8 loss, 
blasting a two-run shot in the first 
inning and a solo homer in the third, 
giving him five RBI’s on the day.

But the series win wasn’t enough 
for the Titans this weekend.

With a sweep they would have 
stayed one game back of the Cal 
State Northridge Matadors, who 
dropped two of three to Long Beach 
State.

Now they’re behind two. That 
means the Matadors need to lose all 
three of their remaining games with 
UC Irvine and Fullerton needs to 
sweep their season finale with Long 
Beach to ensure the Titans the title.

2002 NCAA Softball Regional 

By BRian ThaTcheR
Daily Titan Asst. Sports Editor

There was an enormous cheer of excitement at the 
Off Campus Pub Sunday night as the Cal State Fullerton 
softball team learned that they had drawn a No. 1 seed in 
the NCAA Division I Softball Region 4 competition.

But after the team realized that they would have to 
travel to Fresno to begin their quest for the champion-
ship, the excitement was slightly dulled.

“To be honest, we really wanted to be a host,” Titan 
pitcher Gina Oaks said. “But we’re going to have to play 
someone tough no matter where the games are, so we 
know what we have to do.”

But the Titans (50-11 overall, 22-2 in Big West) did 
not have to wait until ESPN announced the 48-team 
field to find out if they would be competing in the dou-
ble-elimination tournament. They earned an automatic 
berth when they secured their third straight Big West 
crown with a three-game sweep of Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo over the weekend. 

Fullerton’s fate was in their own hands after the 
University of the Pacific, who handed CSUF their only 
two losses in conference play this season, split a double-
header with Cal State Northridge Friday.

The Tigers finished second in the Big West with 
a record of 21-3. Pacific may get a chance to face 
Fullerton again as they drew a No. 5 seed Region 4.

The remaining seeds in the Fresno regional are No. 
2 Stanford, No. 3 Cal, No. 4 Fresno State and No. 6 
Evansville.

The Titans have gone 4-4 against their regional oppo-
nents this season. CSUF went 0-3 against Stanford, 1-0 
against Cal and 2-0 against Fresno State.

In the first round, The Titans will face Evansville. The 
two teams have never faced each other in the history of 
the two programs.

This will be the 21st appearance the Titans have made 
in regionals in their 23-year history, missing the postsea-
son in only 1997 and 1998.

Something of a mystery to Titan coach Michelle 
Gromacki is the lack of sites on the West Coast and why 
all eight of the No.1 seeds will travel to compete in their 
assigned region.

“I’m happy we got a No. 1 seed and I’m not unhappy 
with our placement,” she said. “But I’m just shocked 
that there is only one host in the west.”

In their history, the Titans are 56-41 in the postseason 
and 34-27 in regional play. 

In the 2001 regional at Arizona, CSUF went 
2-2. Their two victories came in the first two 
rounds against Texas Tech (1-0) and Southwest 
Texas State (10-1 in five innings). The Titans 
then lost their next two games against Arizona 
(4-5) and Southwest Texas State (3-4).

While not being named a host might bother 
most of the team slightly, it doesn’t sway them 

too much from their goal.
“We’re a team on a mission this year,” left 

fielder Yasmin Mossadeghi said. “Winning the 
Big West was nice, but we’re a team on a mis-
sion. Our next step is to win regionals. Then 
I know we’re going to take the [Women’s 
College] World Series.

Read 
The Daily Titan Online

http://dailytitan.fullerton.edu
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Saving The Best For Last 
In just his second season, Chad Cordero has a chance to become the school’s best 
closer ever, but he couldn’t have done it without his family – or his fastball.


