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TD TSU Open for All-Night Studying

By Edna Silva
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Now there’s no excuse not to 
study. New extended hours will 
keep resources available for students 
burning the midnight oil. The Titan 
Student Union will keep its doors 
open for students 24 hours starting 
this Monday. The TSU building will 
open for the last two weeks of the 

fall semester, Dec. 9 to 20 for all-
night study. The library will have 
extended hours with full access to all 
resources.

Raymond “Chip” West, assistant 
director of TSU programs and ser-
vices, said facilities are available to 
provide a safe and comfortable envi-
ronment for students to study and 
prepare for final exams.  

The expanded hours have some 
students surprised. Juniors Kim 
Goon and Amber Monroe frequent 
the lounge areas in the TSU and were 
not aware of the extended hours.

Gabe Rosales, Associated Students, 
Inc. productions administrative direc-
tor, said that ASI will be providing 
snacks at midnight for those who are 

interested.  Over 500 snack bags will 
be given away. Announcements will 
be made when snack time arrives. 
Handouts are only on Dec.17 to 19.

The Rec Sports division will also 
provide massages on a first-come, 
first-serve basis.

“I’ll be there,” Goon said, who 
was glad to find out that there will be 
free massages and midnight snacks 
in the TSU.

Massage chairs will be set up in 
the TSU underground between mid-
night to 3 a.m. Look for a sign up 
sheet for a five minute session with a 
massage therapist.

There are opportunities for exer-
cise as well. Those that have time 
for a break, can stretch their legs at 

the basketball and volleyball games 
being held next week at the Titan 
Gym. 

The information desk at the TSU 
will be open for assisting students in 
whatever they need. The computer 
lounge and  “quiet room” are also 
places for students to spend their 
all-nighter. 

“I come [during] the important 
times … when I need to get things 
done,” said business management 
senior Eric Rex. He especially likes 
the quiet room and the way the TSU 
was set up.

 “I get more support because every-
body else is studying … I don’t get 
distracted,”  said freshman anthro-
pology major Gloria Pareira.  She 

comes twice a week and plans on 
coming back for the all-night study. 
She also mentioned how comfortable 
the chairs were.

The games and recreation facili-
ties are offered for students 24 hours 
as well. Students can choose from a 
variety of activities including glow in 
the dark bowling, billiards and arcade 
games. The arcade has 30 games and 
attractions in a darkly lit atmosphere. 

Also in the recreation department 
are table tennis, two big screen tele-
visions, board game checkout, locker 
rental, social lounge areas and vend-
ing machines.

For a change of pace, the pub will 

nFINALS: Several 
nights will feature free 
massages for tired 
students and free 
snacks for the hungry
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Damage 
Still Being 
Discussed

NATALIE SAN ROMAN/Daily Titan
Karate instructor Sam Abboud is one of 15 fifth-degree black 
belts in the United States.  There are only 20 in the world.

Karate to the Highest Degree

By Odeen Domingo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

You wait for a man named Sam 
Abboud. He is a “Godan” (pro-
nounced go-DON), a fifth-degree 
black belt – the highest degree 
achievable in traditional Shotokan 

Karate. There are only 20 “Godans” 
in the world, 15 in the United States, 
and he has been a part-time Cal 
State Fullerton teacher since 1987.

Having never met him before, he 
probably looks like a chiseled char-
acter straight out of a comic book 
– a 6-foot-3-inch, wide-shouldered 
gladiator with a scar on his face and 
fists bigger than your head. 

It’s already five minutes after his 
1 p.m. beginning karate class. His 
students are filing in, some sport a 
“gi,” a traditional karate uniform, 
(pronounced g’EE) and some in 
just basketball shorts and tank tops, 
but Abboud is still a no-show. The 

wooden-floored room is getting as 
hot and dry as Death Valley on a 
winter day.

Then a 55-year-old man walks in 
barefoot with a white “gi” and all 
smiles. He is about 5 feet 5 inches 
tall, and his black hair is wavy and 
everywhere. And under a full, round 
belly fit for a king, is a knot-tied 
black belt. 

He sticks out his soft normal-
sized hands and says, “Hi, I’m Sam 
Abboud.”

The late Gichin Funakoshi, 
founder of Shotokan Karate, once 

nINSTRUCTOR: 
Master of Shotokan, 
Sam Abboud, teaches 
dedication and hard 
work in the martial arts
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By Kimberly Pierceall
Daily Titan Editor in Chief

In the wake of destruction at the 
Sigma Pi frat house, The Inter-Fraternity 
Council and the Panhellenic Council are 
holding an emergency meeting in the 
TSU Friday at 1p.m. 

The Assistant Dean of Students, 
Juanita Razo, said the meeting in the 
Ontiveros Room was arranged by mem-
bers of the Greek system so they could 
decide on ways to restore the Greek 
image.

Meanwhile, investigation into who 
vandalized the 2100 Teri Place Sigma Pi 
house continues.

Authorities don’t know yet if a Cal 
State Fullerton fraternity damaged the 
property.

“The statement of relationship will 
be looked at and we will try to find 
out if there was fraternity involvement,” 
University Police Lt. Will Glen said.

University police and the Fullerton 
Police Pepartment are conducting sepa-
rate investigations, but Glen said they 
share discoveries that may be important 
to the other. Sgt. Ron Gillette of the 
Fullerton Police Department said the 
city had taken a felony vandalism report 
and was determining if charges could be 
filed. He said he had never seen anything 
of this magnitude happen on fraternity 
row before. 

Fullerton police is conducting the 
criminal investigation while campus 
police are investigating whether or not 
university rules have been broken.

Sigma Pi could not be reached for 
comment, but an anonymous press 
release said Sigma Pi alumni have 
requested for the CSUF chapter to be 
suspended and offered to help the own-
ers of the house, the Restrepos, clean the 
property. The release also said Sigma 
Pi’s members have given local authori-
ties the names of people who may have 
leads in the investigation.

The release’s authenticity could not 
be verified since it did not have a contact 
number, name or official letterhead of 
the Sigma Pi fraternity. 

- Martin Young contributed to this 
report

nCRIME: Investigation 
of destruction at local 
frat house continues

COURTESY OF COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
The play “A Bright Room Called Day” is set in 1932 Berlin as Nazis are about to take over the city.

Play Recalls Days of WWII
nTHEATER: Tony 
Kushner’s Pulitzer 
Prize winning work 
comes to CSUF’s 
Recital Hall
By Jessi McFarland
Daily Titan Staff Writer

“ABright Room Called Day,” 
written by Pulitzer Prize winner 
Tony Kushner opens on Friday 
and will run in the Recital Hall 
through Dec. 15.

The play is set in 1932 Berlin 
just as the Nazis are about to take 
over. There is a character in the 
1990s drawing parallels between 
the recent past and pre-World 
War II Berlin. The plot centers 
around five political artists and 
how their friendships dissolve as 
their priorities change because of 
what’s happening around them, 
said director Todd Kulcyzk.

The play he wanted to direct,  
“Angels in America,” was still 
being done professionally and the 
rights were not available.

“Kushner won a Pulitzer Prize 
for ‘Angels in America’,” Kulcyzk 
said. “I started reading his other 
work and I came across ‘A Bright 
Room Called Day.’ The play is a 
frightening call to action.”

“The play is about being 
weary of the comfort of our own 
rooms,” Kulcyzk said. “Finding 
comfort in a time when we should 
be uncomfortable, listening to 

our nightmares instead of avoiding 
them.”  

Some of the actors felt a stronger 
message was relevant in the plot. 
Jason McBeath, a theater arts major, 
represents the devil in the play. His 
character implies that evil can look 
like the average person or take any 
form, and it wouldn’t be recognized 

unless that was the way it was per-
ceived.

“[The play] shows that we have this 
idea of an ‘axis of evil’,” McBeath 
said. “When you allow fear to become 
the basis for actions, you will inevi-
tably end up at a point where you 
are unconsciously perpetrating evil 
in the name of justice or homeland 

security.” 
Kushner wrote the play in the ’80s. 

Aaron Lamb, a graduate student and 
member of the cast, said Kushner is 
a political writer who goes against 
the grain. 

“He’s not afraid to bring to light 

THEATER/ 3

Caribbean Native Inspires Students

By Jennifer Mizzell
Daily Titan Staff Writer
 

You won’t catch Professor Phillipe 
Zacair driving his car to school, but 
you might see him pedaling a bicy-
cle.

“It is better for your health, and do 
you realize by taking your car how 

much pollution you put in the air?” 
Zacair said.  “I just think it’s better.  
Take your bike.” 

Zacair, originally from the 
Caribbean, was recently hired as a 
new assistant professor by the Cal 
State Fullerton History Department. 
Growing up in Guadeloupe, a French 
colony located in the East Caribbean 
Ocean, Zacair moved to France to 
pursue a degree in history from the 
University of Paris. 

“It is very common for young peo-
ple of Guadeloupe to go to France to 
study,” Zacair said.

Before completing his doctorate at 
the Institute of High Latin American 
Studies, Zacair began work as a lec-

turer at UC Santa Barbara teaching 
Caribbean civilization. 

“It was a wonderful experience 
for me,” Zacair said. “I didn’t really 
know the U.S.  It was a different 
world.”

Zacair said he enjoyed educating 
students while in Santa Barbara.

“I was very happy to meet students 
who didn’t know very much about 
Latin America,” Zacair said.

After teaching Latin American his-
tory at the University of Memphis 
for three years, Zacair was hired by 
CSUF.

“People here are particularly nice, 
professional and engaging in their 
work,” Zacair said, referring to his 

colleagues. “I appreciate that.”
Growing up outside of the United 

States, Zacair said here there are 
many misconceptions about life in 
the Caribbean.

“Many people have very biased 
images of the Caribbean,” Zacair 
said.  “They only think of white sand, 
coconut trees and beautiful beaches.  
The Caribbean is more than that.”

The Caribbean is also rich with its 
own independent history.

“History is a part of our lives,” 
Zacair said.  “We use history to 
explain who we are.” 

Zacair’s interest lies in Latin 

nPROFESSOR:  
Phillipe Zacair takes 
Latin American 
studies to new and 
exciting heights
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On Campus

Dec. 6
Start a club that will do 

nothing but take advantage of 
the TSU Mainframe.  You see 
the Mainframe has this thing 
called free printing Fridays and 
it’s time that someone made 
them pay for their generosity.  
From 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Are you really good at table 
tennis?  Then try to best the 
best at the table tennis tourna-
ment at the TSU Underground.  
Hey great, we’re all better peo-
ple now, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  
Wait, no! That is the exact time 
when the Mainframe has free 
printing. NO!

Tony Kushner’s play, “A 
Bright Room Called Day,” 
depicts the lives of a group of 
Berlin artists and the changes 
in their lives that comes with 
full democracy.  Performances 
are Dec. 6-7 and 10-14 at 8 
p.m.; Dec. 7-8 and 14-15at  2 
p.m;  Dec. 8 and 15 at 6:30 

p.m. For tickets and informa-
tion, call (714) 278-3371.

Diverse Instrumental 
Ensemble directed by Lloyd 
Rodgers in the Performing Arts 
Center’s Little Theatre, 8 p.m.  
For more information, call 
(714) 278-3371.

“Jazz Ensemble I,” features 
celebrated saxophonist James 
Moody.  Directed by Chuck 
Tumlinson.  In the Performing 
Arts Center’s Little Theatre, 
8 p.m.  For more information, 
call (714) 278-3371.

The sixth annual French 
Poetry Night features stu-
dent poetry and internation-
ally renowned French poet, 
Jean-Noel Chrisment.  In 
Humanities Room 110, 6 p.m.

Dec. 7
If you love your family, 

then take them to the TSU 
Underground’s Family Night.  
From 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.

University Symphony 
Orchestra, featuring CSUF’s 
faculty trio, the Premiere Trio, 
along with the symphony will 
perform under conductor Kimo 
Furumoto.  In the Performing 
Arts Center’s Little Theatre, 8 
p.m.  Tickets are $15 or $10 
with advance Titan discount.  
For more information, call 
(714) 278-3371.

“The Leading Ladies,” Teri 
Bibb, Karen Culliver and Lisa 
Vroman, all who have per-
formed on Broadway in the 
“Phantom of the Opera,” bring 
their voices to Fullerton.  At the 
Plummer Auditorium, 8 p.m.  
Tickets range from $25 to $20 
($2 off with advance Titan dis-
count.  For more information, 
call (714) 278-3371.

Dec. 9
All right! The TSU will be 

open all night from now until 
the end of finals. People are 
definitely going to take advan-
tage of that.

Cynthia Ellis, the acclaimed 
flutist will perform in the 
Performing Arts Center’s Little 
Theatre, 6 p.m.  Admission is 
free.

Event of the Week

Dec. 7
This is gold.  And oddly 

enough very beneficial to 
those who spent their high 
school years wondering if an 
elvish destroyer can beat an 
orcish army.  Or those who 
spent every night memorizing 
lines from the “Simpsons.” 

 Manny Stamatakis brings 
his swarthy self to the Learning 
Light Foundation in Anaheim 
to teach you how to create-a-
mate.  

It only costs $75 and you 
might be able to form some-
one you kind of have a crush 
on into someone who you can 
marry.  The seminar runs from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For more 
information, call (714) 533-
2311.
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BRIEFS
Boys Choir Comes               
to Curtis Theatre

The Curtis Theatre’s Guest 
Artist Series will bring back All 
American Boys Choir at two 
special holiday performances on 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. and 
8 p.m.

The choir is one of the most 
widely traveled boys choirs in 
the world and has performed in 
Russia, Romania, Austria, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany and Japan.

Tickets for the performance 
are $27 for adults, $25 for seniors 
and $17 for children and can 
be purchased online at www.
curtistheatre.org, by phone, mail, 
fax or in person. Discount rates 
are available for groups of 15 or 
more. 

The theater is located at the 
Brea Civic and Cultural Center, 
adjacent to the Brea Mall. Box 
office hours are Wednesday 
through Friday from noon to 5 
p.m.; Saturday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and one hour prior to perfor-
mances. 

For tickets or more information, 
call (714) 990-7722.

Job Center Hires             
Out Workers for        
Holiday Chores

The Brea Job Center is tem-
porarily hiring out workers to do 
extra holiday chores and a num-
ber of jobs.

Some have been trained on 
the safe installation of holiday 
decorations in both residential 
and commercial settings.

Many workers from the center 
have special skills from masonry 
to landscaping and house clean-
ing to painting. 

Employers may call ahead to 
request day workers with specific 
skills when planning a project.

The center has been open 
for over 11 years and has sup-
plied willing workers to private 
individuals and local businesses 
that need a hand in overload situ-
ations. 

The center is located at 
340 N. Orange Ave. behind 
Wienerschnitzel Restaurant and 
Wells Fargo Bank. It is open 
Monday through Saturday from 6 
a.m. to 11 a.m. 

For information, call (714) 990-
6384 or visit the center.

Fitness For Less Offered     
at Brea Community 

Center

The Brea Community Center 
Fitness Complex is offering a spe-
cial “10 for $20” punch pass from 
now until Dec. 31.

The limited time offer of “10 
workouts for $20” provides full 
access to the gym, cardio/weight 
room and the group exercise 
room. This is a way to try working 
out without a long-term commit-
ment to a program.

Other activities at the complex 
include yoga, cardio kickboxing 
or basketball challenge game, 
indoor cycling, stair-steppers, 
treadmills and strength training 
machines.

The passes will only be sold 
in December and must be used 
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Who Asked You?
What is your favorite holiday movie?

Meredith Fite                       s

enior,                                    

 health science

    “The one with the rifle. 

    ‘A Christmas Story.’”

Sarah Seanez 

senior, 

liberal studies

“‘Miracle on 34th Street.’  

It’s like the meaning of 

Christmas.  It makes you 

Vince Merrill 

professor of kinesiology 

and health promotion

“‘The Nightmare Before 

Christmas.’  I like Halloween.”

Kellie Muragishi, 

junior, 

child development

“I like the ‘Santa Clause.’ 

That was a funny movie.”
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subjects most of us will shy away from, 
mostly because it makes them think,” 
Lamb said.

Barry Alexander plays a communist 
official in the play. He said the message 
may be a little strong for some audi-
ence members.

“People will have mixed views 

about comparisons between Reagan 
and Hitler,” Alexander said. 

Brian Rickel, a senior theater major, 
plays Baz, a character he describes as 
“a homosexual Sunday anarchist.”  

His character finds that humanity 
and relationships take priority over 
politics.

“The play has a lot of hope in it. It 
expresses that things can be different,” 
Rickel said.

For character preparation, Kulcyzk 

said the cast watched German expres-
sionism, studied films on Hitler and 
talked with a woman who lived in 
Germany during the time period prior 
to World War II. 

The tables and chairs that occupy 
the  stage are modeled after a memorial 
in Berlin. 

What makes the set design so sophis-
ticated is that there are so many subtle 
and different ways for the audience to 
interpret it, Kulcyzk said.

THEATER
n from page 1

Celebration Brings Life 
to Kwanzaa 

By LaToya Baker 
Daily Titan Staff Writer

The Afro-Ethnic Student 
Association will celebrate its annual 
Kwanzaa extravaganza this Friday at 
the Pub in the Titan Student Union.

“The event is just a way to indulge 
ourselves in culture 
and to have fun,” said 
Phaedra Allen, the 
president of the associa-
tion. “ It is also a way 
for us to educate the 
community about what 
Kwanzaa is.”

Kwanzaa is a seven-
day long non-religious 
holiday that begins on 
Dec. 26 and ends on 
Jan. 1. Each day par-
ticipants celebrate one 
of the seven principles 
of Kwanzaa, which are 
unity, self-determina-
tion, collective work 
and responsibility, 
cooperative econom-
ics, purpose and faith. 
Maulana Ron Karenga, 
the chair of the Black 
Studies Department at 
Cal State Long Beach, 
created the holiday in 
1966 as a way to intro-
duce and reinforce the 
seven basic values of 
African culture. The 
values contribute to 
building and reinforc-
ing family, community and culture 
among African Americans as well 
as Africans throughout the world, 
according to the official Kwanzaa 
Web site.

Although the holiday was created 
for African Americans, Phaedra Allen 
said the event at the TSU is open to 
people of all backgrounds.

“We don’t want a room where 
there are only African Americans 
present,” she said. “We want peo-
ple from all backgrounds there. The 
whole purpose is to educate, if you 
don’t know, come and learn, indulge 

yourself too.”
This is the fifth year that the student 

association has celebrated Kwanzaa 
on the Cal State Fullerton campus. 
The event includes a lighting cer-
emony in which participants will light 
seven candles, each representing a 
principle of Kwanzaa and a libation 
ceremony where participants say a 
group prayer. A faculty member will 
also water a plant to symbolize the 
nourishment and growth of the group. 
The event also includes entertain-
ment. 

“We have a professional African 
drumming and dance group coming 

in, they are going to do 
the grand finale,” Allen 
said.  “They put on this 
big show and dance 

around. It’s really nice.”  
As with any holiday 

there will be food, but 
not the traditional soul 
food served at most 
Kwanzaa celebrations. 
Egyptian food will be 
served at this Kwanzaa 
celebration.

“There is more to us 
than just soul food,” Allen 
said.  “When you think 
of African Americans 
you think of greens and 
chitterlings. Of course 
we are still in America, 
but we still have that 
African ancestry, so we 
need to tie ourselves 
back to that and realize 
that there are different 
parts of our heritage that 
we need to tap into. We 
need to expose ourselves 
to different foods, differ-

ent dancing, more than 
just the dashikis and 
the afro pics.”
Julie Stokes, who is 

an assistant professor at CSUF, said 
the value of celebrating Kwanzaa is 
that it is rooted in tradition and unity.

“It provides an opportunity for 
African American students to come 
together and celebrate the strengths 
related to their heritage and tradition 
that they may not be aware of,” she 
said.

Allen, who agrees with Stokes, 
said, “The whole purpose of the night 
is unity. We are all together as one so 
we’ll light the candles together and 
engage in this together.”

The event is Dec. 6 in the Pub from 

“The whole 

purpose of 

the night 

is unity.  

We are all 

together and 

engage in 

this together 

”

Phaedra 

nHOLIDAY: Students 
will educate com-
munity about African-
American culture and 
heritage with event

COURTESY OF COLLEGE OF THE ARTS
All three “Ladies” have played in “The Phantom of the Opera.”

‘Ladies’ Lead Weekend Arts

By Jessi McFarland
Daily Titan Staff Writer

For students who want to ingest 
some art before they begin cramming 
down their finals, Cal State Fullerton 
is offering theater, music, and art in a 
weekend full of events. 

The top Jazz Ensembles at Cal State 
Fullerton will present their 
end of the semester 
concert Friday, in the 
Little Theatre at 8 p.m. 
with saxophonist James 
Moody accompanying 
them.  

Moody, now in his 
70s, has performed with 
Dizzy Gillespie, Count 
Basie and other accom-
plished jazz artists since 
the1940s.  

“This is a great 
privilege for the Jazz 
Ensemble, to be playing 
with one of the great 
legends of jazz,” said 
Chuck Tumlinson, direc-
tor of the ensemble. 

The ensemble will 
perform classic jazz stan-
dards, along with pieces 
chosen by Moody, who 
will accompany on vari-
ous saxophones and the 
flute. 

Moody selected the 
African-Cuban piece 
“Con Alma,” which he 
previously performed 
with Gillespie.

Moody selected sev-
eral musical pieces that were written 
by Frank Foster, who wrote for the 
Count Basie Band.

A faculty trio is accompanying 
the University Orchestra at 8 p.m. 
Saturday in the Little Theatre. 

Ernest Salem, Bongshin Ko and 
Edwardo Delgado will perform as 
a solo entity in Beethoven’s “Triple 
Concerto.”

The trio received a President 
Initiative Grant from CSUF and will 
go on a Midwest tour next semester, 
playing with orchestras and master 
classes to recruit quality music student 
for CSUF.

CSUF’s string program was built 
from scratch and has advanced over 
the years so that we now have one 
that is strong enough to support the 
University Orchestra, Salem said.

Broadway talent will bring 
Christmas spirit and show tunes to 
Fullerton Community College’s 
Plummer Auditorium at 8 p.m. on  
Saturday. 

The Leading Ladies, Terri Bibb, 
Karen Culliver, and Mary D’Arcy all 
played the role of Chirstine Daae, 
in Broadway productions of “The 
Phantom of the Opera.”

The trio formed in 1999, and two 
years later they performed at the 
Library of Congress in Washington,D.

C. said soprano Karen 
Culliver. 

In the midst of their 
collaboration, the three 

classically trained sopra-
nos perform in musicals.  

Lisa Vroman was orig-
inally the third member 
of the Ladies, but she was 
unable to get out of a cur-
rent performance of “The 
Phantom of the Opera” 
that she is involved with 
right now, Culliver said.  

D’Arcy is filling in for 
her.

The first act of the per-
formance will consist of 
new and old Broadway 
tunes.

In the second act they 
will play more holiday 
music, Culliver said.

“I think this is a concert 
that people of all ages will 
enjoy,” Culliver said.  

The Grand Central 
Art Center is opening 
two exhibits and provid-

ing festivities all day 
Saturday. 

Centered in Santa 
Ana’s Artist Village, the 

courtyard of the center will have live 
music, vendors and classic car clubs 
on display. 

On the first Saturday of every 
month the galleries of the village open 
their doors.

“Everything is opened,” said 
Donald Vanhook, assistant director of 
the Grand Central Art Center.  

Most of the art galleries in the sur-
rounding area keep odd hours and 
this is a good time to see everything, 
he said.

As a memorial to the 10-year anni-
versary of the death of Von Dutch, an 
artist who innovated pin striping, the 

nMUSIC: “The 
Leading Ladies” will 
bring their voices 
to the Plummer 
Auditorium for a night

center will open for the exhibit titled 
“Von Dutch: An American Original.” 

Authentic pieces by the artists have 
been pulled from private collection and 
will be on display in the Main Gallery. 

The Project Room will feature works 
by 20 artists who were inspired by Von 
Dutch. Shag, Peter Alexander, Ed “Big 
Daddy” Roth and Charles Krafft will 
all have works on display, Vanhook 
said.    

The opening celebration begins at 1 
p.m. on Saturday and exhibit will run 
through Jan 26.

Simultaneously, the glass ceramics 
show is opening. 

“You break it, You bought it” will 
showcase glass and ceramics works as 
a precursor to the forth annual Ceramics 
Showcase and Glassworks show in the 
spring.

There are about 40 artists, mostly 
local artists, as well as CSUF students 
and alumni whose hand-blown glass 
art and ceramic art will be on display, 
Vanhook said.

Vases, vessels and bottles will 
be available in the Rental and Sales 
Gallery. 

“The whole gallery is filled, rather 
than just having pedestals [of art] here 
and there,” Vanhook said.

The Black Box Theatre will also fin-
ish it’s run of CSUF Theatre and Dance 
Department’s production of “Emma.”  

The play will have two performanc-
es on Saturday night, one at 6 p.m. and 
another at 9:30 p.m. 

Since more people show up in the 
Artist’s Village on the first Saturday 
and it’s the last weekend, Emma is 
changing its show time and doing an 

“This is a 

great privi-

lege for 

the Jazz 

Ensemble, 

to be playing 

with one of 

the great 

legends ”

Chuck 
Tumlinson,
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Perfect Packaging for Your Holiday Parcels

KRT CAMPUS
A sturdy box and plenty of tape will guard against damage during the delivery process. 

By Mary Beth Breckenridge
Knight Ridder Newspapers

That handmade ceramic mug you’re 
about to send off to your nephew in East 
Anytown is in for a bumpy ride.

It’s going to meet conveyor belts and 
automated equipment. It’s going to be 
shoved and tossed and possibly man-
handled. It could very well end up at the 
bottom of a 100-pound stack of boxes.

So you’d better make sure it can 
survive the trip.

Shipping isn’t exactly a kid-gloves 
operation, and a parcel needs to stand up 
to some rough going. “They play bas-
ketball with them,” Alex Clarke, owner 
of Boxes Plus in Fairlawn, Ohio, said 
half-seriously, “so it has to be packaged 
properly.”

That requires the right materials, but 
it can also entail some creativity. After 
all, there’s no prescribed method for 
packaging mounted deer heads, man-
nequins or antique wagon wheels, a 
few of the more unusual items that have 
been packaged and shipped by the Mail 
Boxes Etc. in North Canton, Ohio, said 
owner Helen Dratwa.

Mainly, you need to guard against 
two hazards: damage to the item and 
separation of the item from its shipping 
label. It’s impossible to guarantee that 
neither will happen, but with proper 
packaging techniques, the chances of a 
problem become minuscule.

Let’s start with the container. It can 
be a cardboard or wood box, a padded 
envelope, a cardboard tube, even a metal 
can _ something that’s strong and large 
enough to hold the item plus enough 
cushioning material to protect it.

Padded envelopes are fine for 
unbreakable items, but don’t count on 
them to protect anything breakable, 

Clarke said. The padding adds strength 
to the envelope, but it doesn’t add ade-
quate protection.

Most items, of course, are shipped in 
corrugated cardboard cartons, but not all 
cartons make good shipping containers. 
Grocery boxes and the like may not be 
sufficiently strong, Dratwa said. Don’t 
even think of sending something in a 
standard shirt box. Packages are stacked 
in transit, and a flimsy box is almost cer-
tain to be crushed, said Laura Cochran, 
acting manager of consumer affairs at 
Akron, Ohio’s main post office.

A shipping container is rated accord-
ing to a bursting test, which indicates the 
pressure the box can withstand (mea-
sured in pounds per square inch), and 
gross weight limit, which tells how 
much weight it can hold. Those numbers 
are printed on the carton, inside a circle. 
Heavy items and those that need careful 
handling, such as fragile and perishable 
items, require stronger boxes.

Some boxes are double-walled, 
which means the cardboard has two 
corrugated layers for added strength. 
The same effect can be created by put-
ting one box inside a slightly larger one, 
Dratwa said. For heavy items, she said, 
an extra sheet of corrugated cardboard 
can be laid in the bottom for even more 
strength.

The box’s size is also important. 
Clarke recommended choosing a carton 
that’s 4 inches longer, wider and deeper 
than the item, to allow for 2 inches of 
cushioning material on each side. His 
company can custom-make boxes for 
odd-shaped items, or two same-size 
boxes can be “telescoped” that is, one 
slipped part way over another to create 
a bigger container, Dratwa said.

It’s best to choose a new carton or 
one that’s still in excellent condition, 
Dratwa said. Dents, tears or other signs 
of wear compromise a box’s strength.

For lightweight, unbreakable items 
such as clothing, a plentiful amount of 
crumpled white paper is sufficient to 
fill the voids, Dratwa said. Her com-
pany uses a heavy paper that has no 
ink that could bleed. Shippers recom-

mend against using newspaper for filler, 
because newsprint isn’t resilient enough 
to hold its shape, and the ink used by 
some newspapers can rub off.

Paper won’t cut it for protecting 
heavy or breakable items, however. 
Those require more cushioning and, in 
the case of fragile items, extra care.

Fragile items should be packed so 
that all empty spaces are filled and 
all surfaces protected with cushioning 
materials. Clarke said a fragile item 
should be suspended in the middle of 
a carton so that it’s surrounded by 2 
inches of cushioning fill, such as bubble 
wrap, packing peanuts or spray-in poly-
urethane foam, a less common packing 
material. It’s OK to ship more than one 
item in a box, as long as there’s 2 inches 
of cushioning between them, Clarke 
said.

All shippers recommended double-
boxing a fragile item  that is, packing 
it with appropriate cushioning in a box 
close to the item’s size, then putting the 
box in a larger container so the smaller 
box is surrounded by cushioning mate-
rial and suspended in the center of the 
larger container.

Packaging fragile items is where the 
creativity comes in, but in general you 
need to make sure any fine or breakable 
parts are well-protected against bumps 
and blows. Packing peanuts and shred-
ded wood are good for filling empty 
areas, Clarke said _ shredded wood for 
small, fine items such as porcelain figu-
rines, packing peanuts for larger items. 
Small bubble wrap is useful for wrap-
ping breakable items such as cups. 

Foam sheets can be used between 
plates. Sheet glass, such as that used in 
mirrors or picture frames, is generally 
covered with a stick-on plastic film to 
keep the pieces in place in case of shat-
tering, then covered with corrugated 
cardboard or a Styrofoam sheet.

No matter how a breakable item is 
packaged, wrapping it in an additional, 
outer layer of large bubble wrap is a 
good idea, the shippers said.

Fill the box with enough peanuts or 
other cushioning material so there’s no 

movement inside, Dratwa said. When 
you shake it, you shouldn’t hear any-
thing moving. “If a package shakes, 
rattles and rolls, it’s not going to make 
it,” she said.

A full box, Clarke explained, is far 
less likely to get crushed. That’s impor-
tant even for nonbreakable items like 
clothing, because an item can fall out of 
a damaged box.

Once you have the item securely 
packed, seal the container with packing 
tape that’s strong enough for the item 
you’re shipping. Plastic tape is fine for 
items under 30 pounds, Clarke said; 
heavier packages need reinforced tape. 
The post office’s Cochran said duct 

tape will work in a pinch, but don’t use 
Scotch tape or masking tape. Dratwa’s 
store also puts heavy-duty vinyl strap-
ping around containers that weigh 50 
pounds or more.

Make sure there are no loose seams 
or other parts of the package that could 
get snagged in the shipping process. 
For self-sealing envelopes, Clarke rec-
ommended stapling the corners so the 
package won’t open accidentally.

If you’re stumped on the best way to 
package something, you can get advice 
from a shipping store, and Cochran 
said window clerks at the post office 
will also offer assistance. However, if 
you package an item yourself, you’re 

responsible for the quality of that pack-
aging, the shippers said.

Don’t assume insurance will relieve 
you of having to do the job right. It pays 
for damaged items only if they’re pack-
aged properly, and Dratwa said you’ll 
probably have to produce the packaging 
materials to prove it.

By the time you bought packaging 
materials, it may be cheaper to have 
the store pack a fragile item for you 
anyway. Clarke said his company rec-
ommends that, since that way the item’s 
safe arrival is guaranteed.

After all, you want your nephew to 
get that handmade mug, not a check 
from the insurance company. 

By Angela Holman
Special to the Titan   

Not known for being on time, 
Lawrence Matthew Martinez is prob-
ably always late because his schedule 
is so full. He’s Associated Students, 
Inc. executive vice president, a mem-
ber of the Latino Business Student 
Association, a member of the Surfrider 
Foundation, and a member of the Phi 
Mu Alpha fraternity. Not to mention 
the fact he’s a student at Cal State 
Fullerton.

When he graduates in spring of 
2004, Martinez doesn’t plan to slow 
down. He plans to join the Army and 
achieve the rank of major, then run for 
Congress in San Diego, and then run 
for governor of California. At some 
point during all of this, he wants to have 
a lot of kids.

As perfect as he sounds, there is 
another side to Martinez.

“His nickname was Matt the brat,” 
said his mother Linda Martinez.

This is because he was strong willed 
and determined as a child, she said. 

“I was a troublemaker. I still am,” 
Martinez said.

When he was in high school, he 
used to steal street signs, toilet-paper 
houses, and put 1,000 plastic forks in 
the ground of his victim’s front yard. 

“We’d frame people by toilet paper-
ing everyone’s house including our 
own and then leave two people out, 
so it would look like they’d done it,” 
Martinez said. 

However, Martinez was never in 
any real trouble and did relatively well 
in high school, where he played water 
polo and junior varsity baseball. 

“I was a band nerd,” Martinez said. 
He can play the saxophone, French 
horn, trumpet and the piano.

Music and Chicano studies are his 
minors and political science is his 
major. Music is a big part of his life. In 
fact, Phi Mu Alpha is based on music, 
and those who join have to have a pas-
sion for music.

“When I’m alone, I listen to coun-
try music … I listen to everything,” 
Martinez said. 

In his spare time, Martinez rides his 
jet skis. 

“It’s so worthwhile to have a toy on 
the water. I wish I had a boat,” Martinez 
said.

In the winter he goes snowboarding, 
which he’s only been doing for a year, 
but he plans to try to master it.

Martinez is a huge romantic. His 
idea of a perfect date is to take a train 
to San Diego, ride in a horse carriage 
around the Gaslamp District, take a 
ferry to Coronado Island and have din-
ner overlooking the ocean.

“I see things as a sign, like the movie 
‘Serendipity,’ especially when it comes 
to relationships and girls,” Martinez 
said.

However, he is single and his longest 
relationship was only four months long. 
Martinez is a sensitive guy. One of his 
favorite movies is “I Am Sam.”  

“I never stopped crying,” Martinez 
said about when he watched it. 

If he’s home early enough, Martinez 
cooks dinner from scratch. 

“He’s a good cook,” his roommate 
Andy Wright said.  

Martinez said he’s good with chick-
en and lemons. 

Martinez believes happiness is the 
most important thing in life. 

“You have to be happy,” Martinez 
said. “At the end of my life, I want to 
have a lot of kids that are doing well 

Matthew Martinez is Much More than 
ASI Vice President
nSTUDENT: Plans 
after graduation 
include joining the 
Army, seeking a 
position in Congress

Senior Brings Joy to Center

By Jill Daloria
Daily Titan Staff Writer

The Volunteer and Service Center 
is a lively place filled with employ-
ees typing on the computer, answering 
phones or just greeting people who 
come in and out of the center who want 
to lend a helping hand.

One of these volunteers is Sujee 
Dissanayake. 

Small and petite, she talks to every 
volunteer with a sincerity and grace 
that is all her own. She smiles and tries 
to help everyone that walks into the 
room.

“She is someone you can get along 
with real well,” said freshman and busi-
ness finance major Andre Upton. “She 
has a good sense of humor and is easy 
to talk to. You can tell she genuinely 
cares about people.”

She greets visitors to the center by 
name and talks to them as if she has 
known them for years.

Dissanayake’s face lights up and 
her voice fills with excitement when a 

group of kids walk pass the center.
She loves children and how they 

always make her day brighter.
“She really cares about these kids and 

has a good heart,” said Felipe Salazar, a 
volunteer for the center. “When she is 
gone, the kids ask for her.”

Sujee Dissanayake is a senior getting 
ready to graduate with a major in biol-
ogy and a minor in chemistry.

Like most students she came to Cal 
State Fullerton to learn, study and ulti-
mately achieve a degree.

What she did not anticipate was that 
just achieving a degree was not enough, 
she felt that there was something miss-
ing within her life at CSUF.

“I could not help but feel that there 
was so much to do,” said Dissanayake. 
“I felt I was contributing too little.”

She was born in Sri Lanka and 
moved to Detroit when she was 1 year 
old.

Dissanayake moved to California 
when she was in third grade and devel-
oped her love for volunteering in high 
school.

“I went to Walnut High and got 
involved in the associated student body, 
and was secretary for the Lions Club, 
which was dedicated to community 
service and helping young, needy teen 
moms,” Dissanayake said.

Dissanayale is the coordinator for 
Project READ, one of the volunteer 
and service programs of the center.

“It started with a flyer that started 
with the phrase, ‘If you like to read 
stories to kids,” said Dissanayake. “I 
thought it was great.”

The volunteers for the project go to 
eight elementary schools and tutor and 
mentor kids twice a week.

“Sujee and her friend walked into 
our doors looking to get involved in 
the community,” said Sabrina Sanders, 
coordinator for Service and Learning 
Programs. “She was a biology major 
looking into medical school and had 
an immediate interest in working with 
children at a local transitional shelter.”

Volunteering was a way for her to 
find a common balance between life 
and school work.

“People think that their problems 
are so huge,” Dissanayake said. 
“Volunteering brings you back to earth 
and keeps you very grounded.”

She wants students to know that get-
ting involved on campus should start 
early whether it be volunteering, getting 
involved with student government or 
just joining a club.

“I want freshmen to know that they 
should definitely get involved early, 
Dissanayake said. “Just because you 
are a freshman, do not think that your 
contribution is not significant, don’t 
be intimidated, now is a great time to 
make memories and be involved. There 
are some things that books just cannot 
teach.”

nVOLUNTEER: Sujee 
Dissanayake came to 
Fullerton to learn, 
and help those with 
her caring heart

nADVICE: Peanuts 
and bubbles are just 
a few of the items one 
can utilize to protect a 
precious present
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be hosting “Pub Thursday Nights” 
for a little music and dancing. Disc 
jockeys from Power 106 will bring 
the latest tunes to the Pub. DJ Echo 
will be present on Dec. 12.  DJ E-
Man and Virman will make their 

appearances on the turntables on 
Dec. 19. The restaurant will be serv-
ing its full menu during the event. 
Both nights will be from 7 p.m. to 
11 p.m.

Taking a break from cramming 
won’t be so dreadful for some at the 
TSU since activities and facilities 
are open all night.

STUDY
n from page 1

said, “The ultimate aim of the art of 
karate lies not in victory or defeat, 
but in the perfection of the charac-
ters of its participants.”

Although Abboud may not 
look like a cunning, commercial-
ized samurai, his former student 
at CSUF in 1987, friend and first-
degree black belt Rick Juliano 
said Abboud is a direct product of 
Funakoshi’s words.        

“Sam is a rare breed,” Juliano 
said. “The way he conducts his life 
- look at his personality, his house, 
his family, he’s a perfect model of 
what karate really is.”

Abboud’s first karate instructor 
(at Cal State Long Beach in 1968), 
friend and fellow “Godan” Don 
Depuree agrees.

“Initially, when he first came to 
class, he looked like he 
didn’t need to learn 
karate,” Depuree 
said.  “He was a big, 
tough guy. But he has 
a big, good heart.  For 
him to reach the Godan 
level, it epitomizes his 
character, his way of 
life.”

Abboud met his 
future wife, Natalie, 
at Depuree’s karate 
class at CSULB. They 
have three children, 
Christinne, 8, Elias, 6, 
and Sophia, 3.

After training, prac-
ticing and teaching 
karate for 32 years, 
Abboud found himself 
at the international 
Shotokan Karate spe-
cial “dan” (black belt 
degree) promotion 
ceremonies in Santa 
Barbara in 2000. But 
he failed.

“I was fighting with 
less than a ‘Godan’ 
mentality,” Abboud 
said in his closet-sized 
office after his class adjourned.

Then in September 2002, the 
special dan promotion was held in 
Malaga, Spain. This time, he suc-
ceeded.

“I couldn’t be more proud of 
him,” Depuree said. “We are like 
father and son.”

Juliano said Abboud impressed 
and always inspires him.

“Achieving that level makes a 
Ph.D. look like kindergarten work,” 
Juliano said. “It takes more than 30 
years to become a ‘Godan.’”  

Candidates are graded on four 
categories: their mastery perfor-
mance of a karate technique of 
their choosing, a test on the exact 
40 vital points of the human body, 
resuscitation techniques and an 
“iai” (pronounced E-I) sparring 
session with other “Godan” can-
didates. “Iai” is a one-shot, short 
distance fight. Abboud said that the 
fight isn’t about winning or los-
ing, but a candidate has “to show a 
high-level of fighting.”

Tsotomu Ohshima, who was the 
last direct student of Funakoshi and 
was also the first to bring karate to 

the United States in 1955, chooses 
the candidates by inviting those he 
thinks are ready.    

The international special “dan” 
promotion is a training and testing 
event held every two to three years 
at the main Shotokan Karate “dojo” 
(a karate class room, pronounced 
d-OH-joe) of a country. Shotokan 
members around the world, from 
white belts to black belts, from 
Japan to Morocco, gather for four 
days.

“The event is what Mr. Funakoshi 
saw in karate. His goal was to bring 
unity in people,” said Abboud, who 
is still in his “gi” and has sweat 
trickling down his forehead. “To 
bring people together all over the 
world to bleed and sweat together 
for one common goal, there is no 
race or nationality.” 

It took Abboud more than 34 
years of blood and sweat to become 
a Godan. It took a war. Abboud 

said in 1968 he fled his 
war-torn home coun-
try, Lebanon,  and 
followed his friends 

who were already set-
tled in Long Beach to 
the United States.

“Like every college 
student I just wanted 
to learn self-defense,” 
Abboud said as his 
plump cheeks mush 
up because he is still 
smiling. “Karate was 
always intriguing and I 
liked watching it in the 
movies. But movies? It 
was far from it.”

Along with Depuree, 
Abboud also learned 
under Ohshima when 
he joined the CSULB 
Shotokan Karate Club.

“It was my luck 
then I got to learn from 
him,” Abboud said.

Juliano said anyone 
who gets the chance to 
learn under Abboud 

is lucky because 
there is a direct line 
from Funakoshi to 

Abboud.
“It’s like water that runs down 

hill,” Juliano said. “Sam learned 
from senior Ohshima who learned 
under Funakoshi. You will be deal-
ing with the trunk of a tree instead 
of leaves.” 

Abboud said, “Students don’t 
realize some of the treasures of 
(CSUF’s) kinesiology department.  
There is a clean lineage from me to 
the source – Mr. Funakoshi.”

Even though he has reached 
traditional karate’s highest level, 
Abboud said he is not done.

“It’s been 35 years, but the 
journey is not finished,” he said. 
“Becoming a Godan is just the 
beginning.”

Depuree and Juliano said that 
Abboud is not only a great student, 
teacher and friend, he is also a great 
person.

“He’s dedicated,” Depuree said. 
“Even after he graduated (from 
CSULB) he was always there at the 
karate class. Sam epitomizes a top 
quality human being.”

Juliano said, “When you look at 
him, he has the eyes of a child, but 

KARATE
n from page 1

“When you 

look at him, 

he has the 

eyes of a 

child, but 

there is a 

different 

energy there, 

he is a real 

warrior ”

Rick Juliano,

Lake Forest is Set to Build Skatepark

By Nicole Graziano
Special to the Titan 

Etnies, a leading skateboard shoe 
and clothing manufacturer in the 
active sports industry, has part-
nered up with the City of Lake 
Forest to construct what is boasted 
to be the largest public skatepark in 
California, with 38,000 square feet 
of skateable terrain. 

Sole Technology, Inc., the hub 
corporation atop skate apparel man-
ufacturers Etnies, és and America, 
claims title sponsorship to the park. 
Site plans are progressing from the 
concept and design phase, and con-
struction is expected to begin in 
February 2003. 

“It’s going to be a totally unique 
park,” said Mark Pulone, assistant 
city manager of Lake Forest. “In 
terms of sheer size, most skateparks 
are between 8,000 to 15,000 square 
feet.”

The Etnies Skatepark of Lake 
Forest will exceed the dimension of 
the state’s current leading park in 
Mission Beach, San Diego, which 
presents a bulky 35,000 square feet 
of skating grounds to the public. 
The three-acre span of land didn’t 
serve the needs of original owners, 
Bank of America, and was donated 
to Lake Forest years ago. 

The heaps of dirt that are soon 
to be the skatepark are just below 
the 241 Toll Road overpass at the 
Lake Forest Drive exit, making it 
an accessible attraction for skaters 
residing in the Inland Empire, as 
well as the outlying communities of 
Rancho Santa Margarita, Santiago 
Canyon and Fullerton. 

Planning the featured park ame-
nities kicked off with a massive 
community effort in 1998. 

About 200 young Lake Forest 
residents converged at Lake Forest 
Elementary School, mainly boys 
between 8 and 13 years of age, 
to suggest desired park features 
to specialized skatepark architects 
from partnering Site Design Group, 
Inc. Each resident was given graph 
paper to individually sketch ideal 
representations of the skatepark.  

“We have never seen so many 
kids get excited about being able 

to generate ideas for a skate park 
before,” said representative archi-
tects from Site Design.  “The kids 
created some amazing and imagi-
native concepts for the park which 
will be integrated into our final 
design.”

According to Brad Siedleski, 
project managers designer for Site 
Design, the Etnies Skatepark of 
Lake Forest is awaiting enjoyment 
for all ages and will facilitate vary-
ing skateboarding abilities with 
bowls, stairs, handrails and banks.

Site Design, based in Arizona, 
attributes its name in the land-
scape architecture industry for 
various skatepark developments 
in California including Oceanside, 
Fresno, Chula Vista, El Dorado 
Hills and Ocean Beach.  

“It will also be a quasi-train-
ing facility for Etnies team riders,” 
Pulone said. Conveniently, the Sole 
Technology headquarters literally 
overlooks the development from the 
opposite side of the toll road. 

Coca-Cola is the park’s exclusive 
vendor, while talk of a small Etnies 
retail store at the park has arisen, but 
the probability for such an inclusion 
is very low. Entrance fees have not 
yet been solidified, but are expected 
to be nominal and advantageous 

for the Lake Forest residents who 
will pay a lesser amount. There will 
likely be a registration program in 
which skaters may be issued an 
admittance card for $30 per year. 

The park will be supervised, 
enforcing strict operating hours and 
safety equipment such as mandatory 
riding helmets.  

Visually, the landscape of the 
skatepark will base itself off the 
Etnies image, an industrial and min-
imal appeal. 

“We’ve designed the architec-
ture to reflect the skating culture,” 
Pulone said.  

He explains how the park is 
going to avoid the suburban Lake 
Forest impression of red tile roofs. 
Exposed metal, used in non-tradi-
tional methods, is a verbal preview. 

An active community fundraising 
campaign will begin in February 
2003. 

The park will be funded and pub-
licized by private/public partner-
ships with the city of Lake Forest 
and private businesses such as local 
restaurants. 

Sole Technology, whose mon-
etary contribution is $100,000, will 
be funding the summer 2003 grand 
opening of the park, Ball said. 

nDEVELOPMENT: 
Skateboarders will 
have California’s larg-
est skating venue in 
their own backyard

American history, 
which he says 
every American 
should be educat-
ed in.

“There is a 
very strong link 
between the 
United States and 
Latin America, 
and most people 
are not aware,” he 
said.

“It is necessary 
for U.S. students 
to know about Latin America because 
in the first place, they are American.” 

Since coming to CSUF Zacair has 
been involved in the Latin American 
Studies Program.  Sandra Perez-
Linggi, program coordinator, said 
Zacair has put significant effort into 
assisting the program.

“Professor Zacair is already con-
tributing tremendously to the Latin 
American Studies Program by partici-
pating in council meetings, teaching 
upper-division history courses that 
serve our students, advising students 
and mostly through his area of exper-
tise,” Perez-Linggi said.

Perez-Linggi added that Zacair is 
bringing a new perspective to Latin 
American studies.

“Professor Zacair is a 21st cen-
tury professor in his view and study 
of Spanish America,” Perez-Linggi 

said.  “For some 
time now, scholars 
have concerned 
themselves with 
unraveling the 
contributions of 
Native Americas 
in Latin America.  
Professor Zacair is 
making a tremen-
dous contribution 
to students’ under-
standing of Latin 
America by insist-
ing on Africans’ 
participation and 
crucial role in the 

economic, political, cultural and social 
development of the region.”

When not teaching, Zacair enjoys 
cooking, which he says helps bridge 
the distance between California and 
Guadeloupe.

“Cooking is a fundamental experi-
ence in the life of an immigrant.  I 
think it’s the only thing you have left,” 
he said.

Zacair’s favorite dish is colombo, 
which includes a combination of veg-
etables and meat.

“It’s almost our national dish,” 
Zacair said.

Next semester Zacair will be teach-
ing classes in world history and a 
class in Latin American history.

PROFILE
n from page 1

ALEX YEO/Daily Titan
From Dec. 9 through 20, the TSU will be open 24 hours for stu-
dents to study and prepare for finals.

ZACAIR
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By LaToya Baker 
Daily Titan Staff Write r

Recently a group of religious 
leaders came together to protest 
the United States’ s growing depen-
dency on foreign oil and the effect 
that pollution from sports utility 
vehicles and other gas guzzling 
vehicles have on the environment.  

The delegation included repre-
sentatives from a variety of faiths.  
They introduced a “What Would 
Jesus Drive?”  television advertis-
ing campaign and later met with 
executives and top officials at Ford 
Motor Co., General Motors Corp. 
and the United Auto Makers.  

Their message was stern and 
simple: Start producing vehicles 
that are kinder to God’s creation, 
or we will tell our followers not to 
buy your vehicles.  

No sooner had they spoken these 
words than conservatives started 
blasting them for presuming to 
know what Jesus would have driv-
en.  Conservatives also accused the 
religious leaders of using God’s 
name in vain.  

I agree with the religious leaders’ 
theory that if Jesus were alive he 
would not drive an SUV.  However, 
I think they don’t go far enough 
in their pursuit to help clean the 
environment. 

According to the auto industry, 
minivans, sport utility vehicles and 
pickup trucks account for half of 
the new vehicles sold in the United 
States last year. 

The average fuel economy for 
all 2003 model cars and passenger 
trucks dropped to 20.8 miles per 
gallon, reflecting what automakers 
and many buyers say is a higher 

priority on comfort and family 
needs rather than conserving gaso-
line. Yes, people have a right to 
drive any car they want. 

However, if people choose to 
drive an SUV or any other vehicle 
that gets less than 30 miles per gal-
lon, they must pay the price. 

I believe that price should be paid 
at the pump and at the Department 
of Motor Vehicles.  Here is my 
proposal: Anyone who chooses to 
buy a vehicle that gets less than 30 
miles to a gallon must pay more 
for gas.  

They should have to pay a $3 tax 
at the pump.  

Gas is now $1.50 per gallon. 
People who own a vehicle that gets 
less than 30 miles to a gallon would 
have to pay $1.50 plus a $3 tax for 
their gas — or $4.50 per gallon of 
gas.

Sound a little too steep for you 
to handle? Then don’t buy a car 
that gets less than 30 miles to a 
gallon. People who own gas-guz-
zlers should also have to pay a 
higher tax at the Department of 
Motor Vehicles. The fee now is not 
much at all, definitely not enough 
to counteract the damage these gas-
guzzling vehicles have done to our 
environment.   Yes, this may all 
seem a little drastic, but so what!  I 
think it is drastic that I have to pay 
the same price per gallon of gas for 
my gas efficient Hyundai Accent as 
a person who owns a gas-guzzling 
Suburban.  

Making a gas-efficient SUV is 
possible.  Ford has already done 
it.  It plans to release a sport utility 
vehicle that gets 40 miles to a gal-
lon next year.
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While the culprits behind 
the vandalism of the Sigma 
Pi house have not been 
identified, some students 
are already dreading defa-
mation of the Greek sys-
tem.

According to an anony-
mous press release faxed to 
the Daily Titan newsroom, 
Sigma Pi alumni have 
requested suspension of the 
undergraduate chapter for 
the incident, and they have 
offered to help the apart-
ment owners clean up. 

Considering this press 
release had no contact 
information on it, it is dif-
ficult to even determine if 
it is legitimate or not. Most 
press releases are accompa-
nied by a cover letter or a 
phone number. 

The landlord’s son, Edgar 
Restrepo informed a Daily 
Titan reporter that students 
have come forward and 
apologized for the dam-

age, but the shadow of this 
crime still hasn’t fallen on 
the fraternity.

This isn’t the first time 
scandal has befallen 2100 
Teri Place. In 1997, the city 
of Fullerton declared the 
residents a public nuisance 
after receiving 74 com-
plaints from surrounding 
neighbors.  At the time, both 
the national headquarters 
and the university, accord-
ing to Jerry Lawrence, 
then president of Cal State 
Fullerton’s chapter of 
Sigma Pi, didn’t recognize 
the Sigma Pi Epsilon Nu 
frat house near CSUF.

 So are we back to view-
ing the Greeks as drunken 
degenerates? Hardly. 

Greek organizations  
should not be viewed as a 
holistic entity — one group 
does not represent another.

We are merely waiting 
for the facts.

Daily Titan
Our Voice

Greeks Under Attack 
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Op/Ed

Letters to the Editor should be brief and are subject to 

editing. They should also include a signature and tele-

phone number.

Editorials are the opinion of the editorial board, com-

prised of the Editor in Chief, Managing Editor and 

A Different Kind of War Protest
By Paul Wright
Daily Titan Staff Write r 

Critical thinking is a cognitive 
process that avoids blind accep-
tance of conclusions and arguments 
presented by others. The ability to 
think critically is one of the fore-
most skills a college graduate is 
expected to possess. So why is it so 
many educated people in our coun-
try blindly accept that our govern-
ment pours $20 billion annually into 
the failed “war on drugs?” 

Why do our elected officials vow 
to fight this impossible battle each 
election when organizations like 
the National Academy of Sciences 
say that the United States “lacks 
the necessary information to gauge 
the effectiveness of current drug 
enforcement activities?”

The blame rests upon the shoul-
ders of each of us. We have applaud-
ed their efforts and not held them 
accountable when their well-inten-
tioned (though dubious) plans have 
failed time and again. And unfor-
tunately our federal leaders haven’t 
given any indication that a change in 

policy toward the drug problem will 
occur in the near future. 

President Bush’s drug czar John 
P. Walters has historically favored 
punishment over treatment, and we 
spend only 4 cents out of every drug 
war dollar on prevention and reha-
bilitation. Further killing the buzz, 
our newly elected Congress is teem-
ing with drug warriors. This is bad 
news for taxpayers, law enforcement 
and the victims of drug addiction.

The dynamics that cause the ille-
gal drug trade are simple. Mind-
altering substances are in demand 
for a variety of sociological, cul-
tural and psychological reasons. The 
demand for such drugs is higher than 
for most consumer products because 
of their addictive nature and also 
because of a lack of alternatives for 
them (think cigarettes). This means 
users will attempt to purchase illegal 
narcotics regardless of the legal or 
health ramifications that may result 
from such use or purchase.

But don’t take my word for it; take 
the government’s, which recently 
admitted that the arrest of one of 
Mexico’s largest cartel leaders has 

not limited the flow of drugs into 
our country one iota. 

Benjamin Arellano Felix was 
arrested in March 2002, and his 
cartel controlled at least one-third 
of the cocaine traffic into the United 
States, according to an Oct. 31 
Washington Post article. If Felix’s 
arrest has not put a damper on the 
illegal drug trade, why would we 
think arresting any drug dealer, from 
the teenage hood on the street cor-
ner to the Italian don who lives in 
Manhattan, would curtail the busi-
ness of illegal drug trafficking in the 
United States?

Law enforcement officials have 
long argued that policing cannot 
solve drug addiction, like other vic-
timless and voluntary “crimes” of 
vice such as prostitution and gam-
bling. 

In 1936, former Los Angeles 
police chief August Vollmer said 
that “stringent laws, spectacular 
police drives, vigorous prosecution, 
and the imprisonment of dealers and 
users has proven useless and expen-
sive” in solving the drug problem. 

The solution? Legalization, of 

course. 
The war on drugs is in essence 

no different from prohibition in the 
1920s and 1930s. When alcohol was 
banned, violent “businessmen” like 
Al Capone emerged; when prohibi-
tion was repealed, such scoundrels 
went back to the holes they crawled 
out of. Gangs today make their 
money from dealing crack and PCP, 
not Coors Light and Jack Daniels. 
And anyone who has ever bought 
a six-pack knows just how high 
the alcohol tax is. If all narcotics 
were legalized, violent gang mem-
bers would lose one of their larg-
est money-making schemes, and the 
government would rake in the tax 
dollars on the legal sale of narcot-
ics. Police officers could spend their 
time preventing real crimes, and the 
feds would have $20 billion to give 
back to deserving taxpayers and 
spend on treatment for drug abusers. 
Unfortunately, common sense argu-
ments such as these generally don’t 
fly on Capitol Hill.

Jesus Drove a Volkswagen Bug

Letters to the Daily Titan . . .

By Christina Guerrero
Daily Titan Asst. Ne ws Editor

As another semester at Cal 
State Fullerton comes to an end, 
students are asked to complete an 
evaluation for instructors and the 
course they taught. 

The student evaluation is the 
perfect opportunity for students 
to give their feedback about how 
professors can improve their 
teaching skills and their cours-
es.  It is also an opportunity for 

students to communicate to their 
instructors the parts of their courses 
that they felt were beneficial to their 
future careers.  

However, for the past few semes-
ters I have heard many students 
express anticipation toward filling 
out the evaluations due to childish 
reasons.  

“I can’t wait for evaluations so I 
can go off,” and “I hate this instruc-
tor - he’s a jerk,” are a few of the 
remarks I have heard.  I even recall 
one student who rallied different 

classes together to encourage them 
to complain to the dean so they 
could actually attempt to have an 
instructor fired.

Now, I am not implying that every 
instructor is the perfect professor.  I 
have had a few instructors that I felt 
needed instruction in teaching or 
should not be teaching at all.

However, I am attempting to point 
out to students that there is a lesson 
here that they may be missing — a 
lesson that a textbook cannot teach 
them.  It is a lesson in the “real 

world,” which they will soon be 
entering.  

The next time you find yourself 
butting heads with an instructor, 
instead of fighting back you might 
want to take a different approach.  

Instead of running to the dean, try 
visiting the instructor during his or 
her office hours before the end of 
the semester. 

I have found that many professors 
are interested in student’s sugges-
tions on improving their courses.  
Most will even recommend strate-

gies for students to improve their 
grade in the course.

Students don’t seem to realize 
that not every job comes with the 
perfect boss.  

Not every superior will have the 
perfect people skills.  And there will 
be times when you will get caught 
in the middle of someone else’s bad 
day.  However, the way you handle 
these situations and the composure 
you portray will determine your suc-
cess.

Student 

Prop. 47 Money

It passed!  
The passage of Proposition 47 will 

give an immediate and much-needed 
lift to Cal State Fullerton’s facilities.  Of 
the $13 billion in state capital funds the 
bond measure provides, $496 million has 
been allocated for the 23 campuses of 
the California State University system.  
CSUF has three projects directly funded 
by the measure totaling $17 million: 

n $9.6 million for safety improve-
ments like fire hydrants, fire detection 
and alarm systems and the like.

n $6.7 million for an upgrade to our 
telecommunications infrastructure to 
ensure that access to instruction can grow 
unimpeded

n Almost $1 million for the equip-
ment for the new addition to the Physical 
Education Building now under construc-
tion.

A number of our critical campus facili-
ties needs have been recognized by the 
CSU Chancellor’s Office, which pri-
oritizes requests from the 23 CSU cam-
puses.  

In recent years, we have secured fund-
ing for a number of seismic upgrades and 
instructional facilities like the addition to 
the Physical Education Building and the 
new Performing Arts Center. 

At the same time, as has been noted 
in these pages in recent weeks, behind 
our attractive grounds and our buildings’ 
facades, many of our classrooms are in 
need.  Our campus leadership has rec-
ognized that issue and taken corrective 

action.
Beginning in the mid 1990s, a group 

of administrators, noting the neglect of 
our classrooms, began meeting as the 
Instructional Facilities Committee.  It 
wasn’t long before the large lecture 
halls on campus, namely H 110, H 123, 
MH 121, LH 308 and VA 113 were 
renovated completely.  

Simultaneously, other smaller class-
rooms on campus were studied, priori-
tized and refurbished, beginning with 
the classrooms in Langsdorf Hall and 
Performing Arts.  

With a new coat of paint, new white-
boards, new lighting, new furniture, 
new ceilings and floors, the quality of 
each of these rooms improved con-
siderably.  If you haven’t seen them, I 
encourage you to check them out.  

On top of that, new instructional 
equipment was added to each class-
room on campus.  The classrooms in 
Humanities and McCarthy Hall were 
the next highest priorities when fund-
ing for the refurbishments was discon-
tinued.

Facilities Management, in its stew-
ardship role for our facilities, wages a 
constant, uphill battle against the forces 
of limited funding.  No one wants 
less than the finest facilities for our 
students, faculty and staff, but funding 
constraints are real and significant.  

Tough choices have to be made.  
Unfortunately, the needs that meet the 
eye pale in comparison to those most 
don’t see - things like deteriorating 
electrical and mechanical systems and 
old roofs.  We have an enormous 
deferred maintenance backlog that 

continues to grow.
We welcome the passage of 

Proposition 47.  It will help make the 
campus safer and will allow electronic 
communication to increase unimped-
ed.  The importance of these two issues 
cannot be overstated.  However, many 
other priorities await.  

The future of California’s economy 
directly affects those of us who care 
about maintaining and advancing the 
facilities at this fine institution.  We 
salute those who care enough about 
our educational environment to have 
supported Proposition 47.

Jay Bond
Vice President of Facilities 

Management

15 Points to Fans

Well, I am an athlete at Fullerton and 
I wanted to respond the horrible and 
rude article on the women's volleyball 
team by Odeen Domingo [“Volleyball 
Finally Ends Losing Streak, Which is a 
Shock to one ‘Die-hard Fan”, Dec. 3]. 

Not only do I think that it is rude, I 
also think that it is sad to know that an 
editor would even let such an article go 
through the press. 

Fullerton's sports are about sports-
manship and having some Titan pride.  
I don't care if the team didn't even win 
a game, we still need to support our 
team. Whoever wrote the article I think 
needs to write an apology to the vol-

leyball team and the school for having 
no pride!  

I personally know those girls and 
they work hard everyday.  If nothing 
happens I am ready to go to authority 
on this matter.  I also want Odeen to 
know that when he writes information 
on a team maybe he should know what 
it feels like to be in their shoes work-
ing physically and emotionally hard 
everyday! 

Our athletes deserve respect! 

Fullerton Athlete 

There are no words that can express 
the anger and outrage I felt after put-
ting down the trash written about your 
school’s volleyball team in this morn-
ing’s Daily Interactive! 

 As an alumnus from Pacific Christian 
College, now Hope University, I took 
several classes at your campus and 
enjoy (usually) reading your paper to 
catch up on the events of the school.

 I was shocked to read such an unpro-
fessional and disgusting "article" about 
one of my beloved sports — women's 
volleyball. 

This Odeen Domingo writes some 
very offending comments about flip-
ping off nuns, throwing around midg-
ets and dangling in your nakedness to 
"celebrate" the win of a sports team.  If 
this is an attempt at satire, it is in poor 
taste and completely misses the mark!  

From what I have been reading and 
hearing from students, this volleyball 
team has had a difficult road, attempt-

ing to adjust to a new coach (which 
was related to the previous coach’s 
fight with cancer), and having to play 
most of their opening games away 
from home. 

This is a young team and, not unlike 
the Angels, is going to have to mature 
and fight their way to the top!  The 
most important thing is the support of 
your fellow students-which is obvi-
ously missing in this horrid article. 

Has Mr. Domingo ever put on span-
dex and competed in a tourney with 
fans yelling remarks about him to try 
and make him "drop the ball?"  

Imagine playing all of those away 
games that these girls had to endure 
and have none of your schoolmates 
there to cheer you on. 

Imagine traveling and trying to get 
your schoolwork done and worrying 
about conditioning and playing.

Imagine going five sets and almost 
winning several of your games but to 
no avail.

Imagine finally coming home and 
reading this article written by your 
school paper about your team!

Imagine!
Shame on you for hiring such unpro-

fessional "journalists," and shame on 
you Mr. Domingo for "dropping the 
ball." 

 
Roberta Mancillas
Fullerton, CA
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Offense...
By Andrew Burns
Daily Titan Staff Writer

It’s now the last quarter of the 
NFL season, and this is the time that 
teams that are playoff bound hunker 
down and find ways to win games.

One team in particular, the 
Philadelphia Eagles, has found the 
fortitude to keep winning despite 
losing Donovan McNabb for the 
season to injury.

Many thought (including myself) 
their season was over after their 
superstar quarterback broke his 
ankle, but then backup Koy Detmer, 
played brilliantly 
against the 49ers 
two weeks ago on 
Monday Night. 

Hope was 
instilled after 
Detmer’s stellar 
performance, but 
was quickly shat-
tered after he suf-
fered a dislocated 
elbow in the sec-
ond half of that 
game.

The Eagles 
then turned to 
third stringer 
A.J. Feely for 
signal calling 
duty against the 
surging Rams.  
Feely played 
well enough for 
the Eagles to win and the team has 
proved they have an entity beyond 
McNabb, and that they can still win 
without him.  Coach Andy Reid 
deserves a lot of credit for motivat-
ing his players to do well and step 
up in the absence of their star.

This Sunday presents two very 
important games, one of which will 
decide the lone leader of the AFC 
West.

The smoking hot Raiders head 
to San Diego where the two rivals 

will clash.  The last time these 
teams met, San Diego took it to the 
Raiders in overtime where the “Stud 
of San Diego” as I like to call him, 
LaDanian Thomlinson, busted the 
game open with a 19-yard touch-
down run.

The Raiders are looking for 
revenge and I think they’ll get it.  
Rich Gannon has thrown for 3,877 
yards and is trying to break Dan 
Marino’s record of 5,084 yards in 
a season.  Right now, Gannon is 
in second for my pick for MVP, 
but it would be hard to deny him if 
he breaks, or even comes close to 

Marino’s record.
So who is 

the MVP as of 
now?

I was hesi-
tant to jump on 
the bandwagon, 
but you’d have 
to be blind or 
just plain stupid 
to ignore what 
Michael Vick 
is doing.  He’s 
busting 40-yard 
t o u c h d o w n 
runs seemingly 
every week. 
And unlike the 
Eagles, if Vick 
went down, the 
Falcons could 
never recover.

Vick will lead 
his team to Tampa Bay in hopes of 
winning the division over the Bucs.  

Tampa Bay was the last team to 
beat the Falcons all the way back 
in week five.  Vick will be tested by 
Tampa Bay’s defense and how he 
handles the test will show where he 
is in his development.

Despite his dominance, Vick still 
has a long way to go until he realizes 
his full potential.

DEFENSIVE PICKS
     1. Titans
     2. Rams
     3. Patriots
     4. 49ers
     5. Steelers
     6. Buccaneers
     7. Redskins
     8. Bengals
     9. Jaguars
    10. Saints
    11. Cardinals
    12. Eagles
    13. Raiders
    14. Jets
    15. Packers
    16. Dolphins

Defense...

Daily 
Titan

nBASKETBALL: After going to the wire against 
Air Force on Wednesday, Fullerton hits the road 
to take Southern Utah and Nebraska this week

JANEL WRIGHT/Special to the Titan
Ralphy Brown, right, leads the Titans in scoring, averaging 19.0 points per 
game and is seen here defending against Morris Brown on  on Dec. 2.

By Martin Young
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Oops!  They did it again.  For 
the second time this season, the 
New Orleans Saints defeated the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers.  

The Tampa Bay defense has 
been on highlight films all year, 
and this game was no exception.

It was the Saints’ run defense,   
however, that stole the show.  
They allowed the Bucs just 34 
total yards on the ground and, 
with Tampa Bay losing, there is 
now a three-way race for the NFC 
South.

Look for the 
race to get tight-
er this week as 
Atlanta and all-
world Michael 
Vick travel to 
Tampa Bay.

Vick should 
run all over the 
Tampa Bay 
defense just as he 
did Minnesota’s 
last week.  If the 
Falcons win, they 
will have a half-
game lead over 
the Bucs heading 
into Week 15.

The Green Bay 
Packers were the 
first team this 
season to clinch 
a spot in the playoffs after knock-
ing off the Chicago Bears on the 
frozen tundra of Lambeau Field.

After two straight losses, the 
Packers used two rookies, Javon 
and Rod Walker, to beat the Bears 
after a slow start in the first half.

Javon prevented a touchdown 
after a Viking interception, and 
Rod forced a fumble in the third 
quarter.

This week, the Pack plays host 
to Minnesota in Green Bay.

Brett Favre and the Packers are 
undefeated at Lambeau so far this 
year, and look for this trend to 
continue Sunday.

The Vikings will still be reel-
ing  after Michael Vick made the 
Metrodome his own last week.

The Buffalo Bills took a page 
from Green Bay’s book and used 
the weather to their advantage 
when they beat a shivering Miami 
Dolphins team, 38-21.

Drew Brees threw for 306 
yards compared to a Dolphin 
quarterback core of Ray Lucas 
and Jay Fiedler that amassed a 

whopping 55 
yards through 
the air.

This week, 
the Dolphins 
head home to 
a warmer cli-
mate to host 
the Bears.  

And final-
ly, the most 
lopsided win 
last week 
was the 49-
point thrash-
ing Kansas 
City admin-
istered to the 
Cardinals.  

Admittedly, the Cardinals have 
been hurt with injuries in key 
offensive positions, but they were 
unable to score on a Chiefs defense 
ranked last in the league.

If Kansas City can keep up their 
offensive production, this week’s 
game against the Rams at home 
should be a laugher.  

Kurt Warner, the Rams’ prolific 
quarterback, has been hampered 
by injury.  He is 0-6 as a starter 
this season.

     
OFFENSIVE PICKS

     1.  Colts
     2.  Chiefs
     3.  Bills
     4.  49ers
     5.   Steelers
     6.  Falcons
     7.  Giants
     8.  Panthers
     9.  Jaguars
    10.  Saints
    11.  Lions
    12.  Eagles
    13.  Chargers
    14.  Broncos
    15.   Packers
    16.   Dolphins

By Natalie San Roman
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Even though the Cal State Fullerton 
women’s basketball team lost 74-69 
to Air Force on Wednesday, the team 
had many positives they could take 
away from the game.  

The score was tied with a little 
more than a minute left, and the 
game served as a learning experi-
ence for a young team with little 
playing time as a unit.

“We just need to get over this 
hump,” Titan coach Barbara Ehardt 
said.  “We need to cross the line of 
losing to being a confident team and 
we are so close.”

The Titans, who are 1-3 overall, 
have struggled this season to come 
out on top.  

Although they play well together, 
there are still some things the team 
needs to work on to make them-
selves better.

“We need to score more points 
consistently,” Ehardt said.  “We fal-
tered tonight.” 

“Our defense is good, but our 
offense needs to come along.”  

CSUF had 19 defensive rebounds 
throughout the game and in the first 
half went 10-for-10 from the free 
throw line.  

To start the game, Titan guard 
Tamara Quinn hit a three pointer to 
get the game started.  

Quinn had 21 points for the Titans 
and went 9 for 12 from the line.

“I stepped up at the end but my 
defense could have been better,” 
Quinn said.  

“We all stepped up, it was just too 
little too late.”

After the shot was made by Air 
Force’s Shawna Neff to bring them 
on top, CSUF struggled the rest of 
the game.

“We did not play as hard as we 
could have,” Ehardt said.  “But we 

Learning Curve 
Getting Smaller 
for Titan Women

nMEN: CSUF looks to 
build momentum after 
taking Pepperdine to 
the limit on Wednesday  
as the travel to LMU

Sunday
Indianapolis vs Tennessee

St. Louis vs Kansas City
Buffalo vs New England
San Francisco vs Dallas
Houston vs Pittsburgh
Atlanta vs Tampa Bay

NY Giants vs Washington
Cincinnati vs Carolina

Cleveland vs Jacksonville
New Orleans vs Baltimore

Detroit vs Arizona
Philadelphia vs Seattle
Oakland vs San Diego

Denver vs NY Jets
Minnesota vs Green Bay

  
Monday Night Football

Chicago vs Miami

NFL
Week 14

on
the
LINE

solved that problem the first 10 
minutes and the last 10 minutes of 
the game.  

“We are so close to performing 
like we should.”

Cal State Fullerton had three of 
their starters score in double-digits, 
and Heather Hansen and Nikki Lee 
were perfect from the line. 

“If we played the first half like we 
did the second half, we could have 
beat them,” Quinn said.  “We came 
back, we just didn’t finish like we 
should have.”

The Titans know the mistakes 
they are making and feel confident 
that as the season goes, they will 
play better as a team.

“We need to shoot the ball with 
confidence and not miss easy shots,” 
Ehardt said.  

“We need to play well 40 min-
utes of the game, well at least 37 
minutes.” 

Although CSUF didn’t get a win 
on this one, they have many more 
chances to prove themselves as a 
good team.

The Titans will travel to take on 
Southern Utah (2-2 overall) on Dec. 
7.  

The Thunderbirds have beaten 
Northern Arizona by one point and 
UC Riverside, 65-57. 

The long road trip will contin-
ue as Nebraska hosts Fullerton on 
Dec.11.  

Nebraska is 2-1 this season, and 
all five starters have been putting up 
solid numbers. 

The Titans will finally return to 
their friendly confines on Dec. 14 
for a double header against San 
Diego.

The Toreros are currently 2-2 this 
season, with their wins being blow-
outs against Long Beach State, 73-
58, and Denver, 56-37. 

By Odeen Domingo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

Defense wins championships. 
And apparently defense wins games, 
too.

That is the Cal Sate Fullerton 
men’s basketball team’s main con-
cern heading into Saturday’s 7:05 
p.m. road game against Loyola 
Marymount and as the season con-
tinues.

The Titans (1-3) are coming off 
a track meet 90-87 loss against 
Pepperdine on Wednesday. The 
Waves countered Fullerton’s domi-
nance on the boards, and sophomore 
guard Ralphy Holmes’ game-high 
29 points, by burning the nets all 
night with a 61.1 field goal percent-
age.   

“The biggest thing is that we need 
to step it up on defense,” assistant 
coach Mark Maki said. “We are not 
going to win any ball games allow-
ing opponents to shoot 60 percent. 
We would like to get it down to the 
low 40s or around 38 percent.”

Head coach Donny Daniels said 
he probably has to make the team’s 
defensive schemes easier to learn.

“I think I have to make the defense 
simpler for them,” Daniels said, 
“so the players will be more open-
minded and won’t be restricted on 
what they have to do.”

Offense certainly hasn’t been a 
problem recently for CSUF. The 
team scored 74 points to beat Morris 
Brown on Dec. 2, before posting 87 
on Pepperdine.

Young junior college transfers 
have led the Titans’ offense this 
season.

“We have four guys who have 
never played Division I basketball 
before,” Maki said. 

“They are playing a lot of min-
utes.”

The team must be happy that 
they have been productive minutes. 
Holmes, a 6-foot 3-inch transfer 
from Allan Hancock Junior College 
in Philadelphia, leads the team with 

19.0 points a game.
“Even though he is just a sopho-

more, Ralphy is an older guy and 
has played a lot of AAU ball in 
Philadelphia,” Daniels said. “He 
really knows how to score.”

Junior point guard Zakee Smith, 
who also transferred from a junior 
college from Philadelphia (Panola 
JC), efficiently directs the offense. 
Smith averages a Big West confer-
ence leading 6.25 assists a game, 
including 17 assists to just three 
turnovers against Pepperdine. 

“Zakee’s assist-to-turnover 
ratio is about four to one a game,” 
Daniels said. “He has really helped 
us because that was our Achilles’ 
heel last year.”

Home or away, it doesn’t seem 
to matter for the Titans when they 
play LMU. 

Fullerton leads the overall series 
13-9, including a 4-2 advantage at 
Loyola’s Gersten Pavilion.

CSUF is 1-1 against the Lions 
under Daniels’ coaching tenure, 
with the one loss coming at Gersten 
Pavilion.

“They play well at home, we just 
need to scratch out a win,” Daniels 
said. “This isn’t an easy game by 
any stretch.”

The Lions are led by scruffy, 
do-everything sophomore guard 
Charles Brown, who leads Loyola 
in rebounds, assists and is second 
in scoring. 

Brown, who is only 5-feet-11-
inches and 170 pounds, is the epito-
me of hustle.

“Loyola has four returning start-
ers, but we are going to be focused 
on Brown,” Daniels said.

LMU head coach Steve Aggers 
said he couldn’t be more pleased 
with Brown’s play.

“He is a complete player,” Aggers 
said. “He was our back-up point 
guard last year and now he’s run-
ning our team. He is still learning, 
but he’s playing great for a sopho-
more.”

With five freshmen and two soph-
omores in his nine-man rotation, 
Aggers is worried about CSUF’s 
athleticism and size.

“The Titans are super quick, but 
are led by the big fella, Pape Sow,” 
Aggers said of Fullerton’s 6-foot 
10-inch, 250 pound junior forward. 
“His size is a real concern. He’s an 

outstanding player, a future pro.
“We also have to figure out ways 

to stop Holmes. He’s a major con-
cern.”

Maki said the Lions will go to 
great lengths to stop Sow, who 
is averaging 13.2 points and 8.8 
rebounds a game.

“(The Lions) will probably dou-
ble and triple team Pape,” Maki 
said. “We’ll have to get the ball 
inside and work our inside-outside 

Daily Typo
In the Dec. 5 article, “Driving Towards the Future,” a player in one of 

the pictures was identified as Ralphy Holmes. The actual person was a 
walk-on practice player whose name was unknown to the Daily Titan as 
of the press time. 

game.”
Despite the loss to Pepperdine, 

Daniels and Maki liked the team’s 
tempo.

“We have to bring the same effort 
we had (Tuesday night),” Daniels 
said.

Maki said, “We have to bring the 
intensity and energy we had against 
Pepperdine and bring that to the 
defensive side on Saturday.”  

Titans Look for a Rebound


