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It seemed as though Professor 
Irena Praitis had everything com-
plete when it came to academics. 
She had obtained various degrees, 
taught at different universities and 
eventually established herself at 
Cal State Fullerton. 

But two things the English pro-
fessor had not done before are now 
about to happen.

Praitis recently published her 
first book and will soon be teaching 
abroad in Lithuania, something she 
said she is very passionate about.

Buckling up is the law. 
Fullerton police officers are 

ticketing drivers who violate the 
law during the “Seatbelt and Child 
Safety Seat Compliance Campaign” 
that ends today. 

The nationwide campaignʼs pur-
pose is to educate drivers about 
the importance of being safely 
restrained in cars. 

Local law officials 
enforce seatbelt 
safety measures  
Nationwide campaign 
aims to educate and 
increase awareness
By ASHLEY HEGLAR
Daily Titan Staff

The price of freedom continues to 
rise as the number of casualties in 
Iraq totals over 1,000.

Since the U.S.-led invasion of 
Iraq nearly 18 months ago, The 
Associated Press has reported that 
the total number of U.S. soldier 
casualties, as of Tuesday, stood at 
1,003, with three fatalities belonging 
to Department of Defense employ-
ees. 

The most recent losses came on 
Tuesday when seven American lives 
were lost while fighting Iraqi rebels 
in areas around Baghdad.

Although the total number of 
deaths attribute to the entire war, 
all but 138 of those casualties came 
after President Bushʼs dramatic vic-
tory speech aboard an aircraft carrier 
on May 1, 2003.

According to the Iraq Coalition 
Casualty Web site, 23 American 
lives have already been taken in this 
first week of September. That does 
not compare to the 66 casualties lost 
for the whole month of August and 
the 135 lost during April, the largest 
death toll for a month in Iraq since 
the invasion.

As the death toll continues to 
rise everyday, the total is already 
nearly three times larger than the 
death count of the entire Persian 
Gulf War.

In addition to those lost in action, 
there have been nearly 7,000 sol-
diers wounded since the invasion, in 
addition to about 150 civilian coali-
tion lives taken while in Iraq.

According to an article pub-
lished by Karl Vick in Sundayʼs 
Washington Post, 1,100 of those 
wounded occurred during August, 
the most during any month since the 
occupation.

Information compiled from The Associated 

Press, MSNBC and the Iraq Coalition Casualty 

Web site.

Iraq 
death 
toll: 
1,003
U.S. soldier casualities 
reaches high, exceeds 
Gulf War count
By NICK ALLEN
Daily Titan Staff

The Fullerton Police 
Department in cooperation with 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
held the second of three scheduled 
sobriety checkpoints Friday on 
the 900 block of South Raymond 
Avenue.

Lasting from 9:30 p.m. to 2 
a.m., the checkpoint had 453 cars 
pass through. Field coordination 
tests were given to two drivers 
but no arrests were made.

Lt. Douglas Cave said that the 
assumption that checkpoints are 
held to trap drunk drivers is incor-
rect.

“It is not about arresting peo-
ple,” he said. “Itʼs about educat-
ing.”

The checkpoints are funded 
by a federal traffic safety grant.  
A January 2004 article in the 
Contra Costa Times reported that 
the grant was part of the $35.2 
million in statewide traffic safety 
grants announced during 2003.  
It is up to cities to apply for 

Local sobriety 
checkpoints set up 
to educate drivers 
By ALI DORRI 
Daily Titan Staff

Fullerton police and MADD 
crack down on drunk driving

the grant.  Neighboring cities like 
Buena Park, La Habra, Brea and 
Anaheim have also received grants, 
Cave said.

“It depends on the focus of the 
police department,” he said.

The grant covers operation costs 
such as overtime hours worked by 
some officers, he said.

Checkpoint staffs are made up of 
four greeters and four supervisors.  
Two motorcycle officers are on 
standby in case of fleeing vehicles, 
he said.

Drivers are stopped and greeted 
by one of four police officers with a 
flashlight and a handful of MADD 
information pamphlets.  

If the officer does not notice 
immediate signs of driver impair-
ment, such as poor vehicle control, 
and the smell of alcohol or drugs, 
drivers are given a pamphlet and 
allowed to drive on. If there is cause 
for suspicion, they are asked to pull 
over into the designated parking lot, 
he said. 

“We are looking for signs, objec-
tive symptoms,” Cave said. 

Traffic buildup is controlled by 
checking four cars and allowing 
the following four to pass through 
unless there is cause of suspicion, 
he said.  In accordance to a new state 
court ruling, drivers are also allowed 

to opt out of the process by turn-
ing onto another street before 
they arrive at the main portion of 
the checkpoint, he said.

“We allow people a way out,” 
he said. “There is no probable 
cause against a legal turn.”

Department volunteers Bernie 
Kokin, 66, and Dick Kencht, 65, 
said there is rarely any drama at 
the checkpoints. Both men are 
retired and volunteer for various 
community events. Their duty on 
Friday was to tally every car driv-
ing through.  

“One time I saw someone make 
a u-turn and knock over some 
cones,” Kencht said.  

Kencht and Kokin said they 
enjoy the time they put in.

“I love being out here,” Kokin 
said.  “Volunteering for Fullerton 
is like working for a good com-
pany.”

Fullerton holds an average of 
six checkpoints a year in various 
parts of the city. The next check-
point will take place at an undis-
closed location this Friday.  

Cave said that being in a col-
lege town among many students 
does not affect the checkpoint 
sites. For more information 
call the Fullerton Police Traffic 
Bureau at (714) 736-5313.

SHANNON ANCHALEECHAMAIKORN/Daily Titan
During a scheduled DUI checkpoint at the 900 block of South Raymond Avenue in Fullerton last Friday, 
Officer Scott Moore randomly stops a driver to check for intoxication and to hand out a pamphlet which 
focuses on educating people about the dangers of drunk driving.

English professor takes passion,  
new publication to Lithuania
CSUF instructor 
receives Fulbright 
grant to teach abroad  
By CASEY RITTENHOUSE 
Daily Titan Staff

“Living abroad, being immersed 
in another culture, is the best way to 
experience that culture, rather than 
visiting as a tourist,” she said. “If I 
actually lived somewhere, Iʼd get 
a deeper understanding of another 
place, another people, another cul-
ture.”

Praitis said she never studied 
abroad as a student because she 
wanted to finish her schooling at 
the universities she attended, but 
she will now get her chance as a 
teacher at Vilnius Pedagogical in 
Lithuania this coming spring. 

Classes she will be teaching 
include Whitman and Dickinson, 
contemporary fiction and poetry, 
and a graduate course in modern 
poetry. 

She received a grant from the 
Fulbright program, which gives 

Americans opportunities to go 
abroad and learn about different 
countries.

Praitis said her parents  ̓immigra-
tion from Lithuania prompted her 
need to teach there. She had vis-
ited 10 years ago and knows some 
Lithuanian.

“Fulbright was a match and 
a great option,” Praitis said. “I 
thought, ʻwow, this is perfect.  ̓ I 
wouldnʼt be so at a loss and thought 
this would be a great chance.”

She said she looks forward to 
bringing the Lithuanian students 
the knowledge she has gained in 
the United States, but wants to learn 
from her students as well.

“I take the idea of exchange very 
literally,” Praitis said. “Iʼm going 
there with stories and Iʼm going to 
bring stories back with me.”

She said she hopes to translate 
contemporary Lithuanian poetry to 
English when she comes back to 
CSUF next fall.

Praitis, in her fourth year at 

The campaign, running first from 
Aug. 8 to Aug. 12 and then again 
from Sept. 2 to Sept. 8, involved 
selected officers ticketing drivers 
who were not wearing a seatbelt or 
were wearing it incorrectly. 

A seatbelt violation can cost a 
driver up to $89 for a first offense 
and $191 for a second offense.

“In addition, California courts 
take it very seriously when children 
under the age of 16 are not prop-
erly secured in a vehicle,” Fullerton 
Police Chief Pat McKinley said. 
“If cited, drivers may receive 
one ʻpoint count  ̓ on their driving 
record, with a maximum fine of 
$340 for a first offense and $871 
for a second offense.”

California law requires that all 

drivers and passengers of a motor 
vehicle wear seatbelts and children 
under six years of age or less than 
60 pounds are required to be in a 
car seat.  

According to the Fullerton 
Police, drivers who think they can 
get away with not wearing a seat-
belt are taking a life-threatening 
risk. 

The chances of a person surviv-
ing an auto collision with a seatbelt 
are higher than if a person is not 
wearing one. 

“Iʼve seen plenty of accidents 
where people die not wearing their 
seatbelt,” Fullerton officer Ben 
Lira said. “Itʼs ridiculous not to 
wear one.” 

Lira said it is difficult for offi-
cers to check if a driver is wearing 
a seatbelt because the view of that 
portion of the seatbelt is minimal. 

Due to this often-obstructed view 
of seatbelts, on days not falling 
under the campaign most officers 
will not ticket drivers because they 
are not wearing their seatbelt. 

Officers of the Fullerton Police 
Department said they know how 
important it is to wear a safety belt. 
Most drivers who are pulled over 
are not wearing a seatbelt because 
they just forget. 

The forgetfulness of drivers and 
passengers are resulting in many 
deaths every year, according to 
police. 

College student Mark Wallace 
was pulled over one evening and 
when asked why he wasnʼt wearing 
a seatbelt, he replied, “I forgot.” 
Now he said he knows how serious 
the Fullerton Police are about com-
plying with this campaign. 

Wallaceʼs girlfriend, Cynthia 
Lynwood, was following him in 
a separate car. When questioned 
if she was wearing her seatbelt, 
Lynwood said she was because 
“safety comes first.”

During the campaign, officers 
are encouraging drivers to wear 
their seatbelts and wear them prop-
erly. If they are not worn they will 
give tickets to ensure the necessity 
of wearing seatbelts.

More information on how to prop-
erly wear seatbelts and the “Seatbelt 
and Child Safety Compliance 
Campaign” can be obtained at the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration Web site.

SEAN ANGLADO/Daily Titan

SIERRA F. WEBB/Daily Titan

Irena Praitis, a CSUF English profes-
sor, plans to take her love for teach-
ing abroad in Lithuania. 
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Rallying young people to vote 
has been an increasing phenomenon 
that pops up every four years.

This election year, many entre-
preneurs have taken this phenom-
enon to new levels by selling every-
thing from shirts to coffee mugs 
with slogans supporting the politi-
cal right or left.

Regardless of party, the slogans 
bare the same basic message: Vote.

Urban Outfitters produced shirts 
reading: “Voting is for old peo-
ple,” which took a more sarcastic 

Lefty’s inspires political 
change through clothing
T-shirt company 
encourages young 
people to vote
By CRYSTAL LAFATA
Daily Titan Staff

approach to voting and ended up 
upsetting some longtime buyers.

Coridan Danziger is one of those 
people. 

Out of frustrations regarding the 
low turnout of Americans youth at 
the voting polls in 2000 and the 
sarcasm of Urban Outfitters, he 
started his own political clothing 
line, Original Leftyʼs.

 “When I saw those Urban 
Outfitters T-shirts, they drove 
me crazy,” Danziger said. “They 
werenʼt giving our generation 
enough credit.” 

Danziger, a 27-year-old graduate 
of University of California at San 
Diego, majored in film and began 
writing for television pilots and 
commercials. 

Danziger used his writing ability 
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Click it or ticket: Buckling your seat 
belt is an easy way to avoid fur-
ther fines when pulled over by law 
enforcement officers.  



Southern Calif. fire prompts evacuations
SAN BERNARDINO, Calif. — A fiery crash on Interstate 15 sparked 

a new blaze in Southern California that spread across 650 acres in the San 
Bernardino National Forest, prompting the evacuation of about 500 people 
from scattered ranch homes. The Runway fire jumped containment lines in 
the afternoon and was 25 percent contained by evening. 

Sylvia Tu, a graduate student majoring in music, practices her classical guitar in between her classes near the 
Performing Arts Building.                         
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Russians rally against terror, bury dead
MOSCOW – Tens of thousands of people rallied outside the Kremlin on 

Tuesday in a show of solidarity against terrorism, nearly a week after mili-
tants seized a school in southern Russia in a standoff that claimed more than 
350 lives. Mourners in the grief-stricken city of Beslan lowered caskets into 
the damp earth in a third day of burials from the siege.

World

Nation

Riverside woman is 12th West Nile victim
RIVERSIDE, Calif. – An 86-year-old woman has died from the West 

Nile virus, becoming the stateʼs 12th fatality from the mosquito-borne ill-
ness, officials said Tuesday. Details about the death of the Riverside County 
woman, including the date and precise location, were not disclosed to pro-
tect her privacy. California has confirmed 438 cases of West Nile. 

CBO projects $442 billion federal deficit
WASHINGTON – The federal deficit will swell to a record $422 billion 

this election year but fall short of even more dire forecasts, Congress  ̓ top 
budget analysts projected Tuesday in a report that became instant fodder for 
both political parties. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office said the 
shortfall would shrink to $348 billion next year still the third worst ever in 
dollar terms. Last yearʼs $375 billion gap was the previous record.

Reports compiled from The Associated Press

SHANNON ANCHALEECHAMAIKORN/Daily Titan

Monday, Sept. 6
1866: Frederick Douglass is the 

first U.S. black delegate invited to a 
national convention 

1975:  A magnitude 6.8 earthquake 
hits along the Anatolian fault and 
kills over 3,000 near Lice, Turkey.

1963:  Amid racial tensions in the 
segregated south, white supremacists 
bomb a black church in Birmingham, 
Ala., killing four children. 

Tuesday, Sept. 7 
1936:  Bolder Dam, a major 

source of electricity for the south-
western United States, begins opera-
tion. The dam was later renamed 

Hoover Dam.
1965: Hurricane Betsy kills 74 in 

Florida, Mississippi and Louisiana.  
1970:  The Palestine Liberation 

Organization hijacks four commer-
cial airplanes.

Wednesday, Sept. 8
1930: First appearance of the 

comic strip “Blondie.” 
1994: The last remaining 

American, British and French troops 
leave West Berlin.

1967: NASA launches the 
Surveyor 5 spacecraft, making a 
successful landing on the moon on 
Sept. 10.

1966:  Sci-Fi television hits its 
stride with the premier of Star Trek 
on NBC.

Thursday, Sept. 9 
1993: The Palestine Liberation 

Today
SEPT. 8, 2004

Wednesday, Sept. 8
Sunny
Low 68°

Thursday, Sept. 9
Sunny 
Low 68°

Friday, Sept. 10
Partly Cloudy 
Low 67°
Compiled from The Weather Channel

91°

90°

91°

Lawsuit uncovers new Bush guard records 
WASHINGTON – President Bush ranked in the middle of his Air National 

Guard flight class and flew 336 hours in a fighter jet before letting his pilot 
status lapse and missing a key readiness drill in 1972, according to his flight 
records belatedly uncovered Tuesday. The Pentagon and Bushʼs campaign 
have claimed for months that all records detailing his fighter pilot career 
have been made public, but defense officials said they found two dozen new 
records detailing his training and flight logs after The Associated Press filed 
a lawsuit and submitted new requests under the public records law.

Local
Events
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The American Red Cross will be 
holding a blood drive in the Quad, 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Students are encour-
aged to donate and the drive contin-
ues into tomorrow. How many lives 
have you saved today?

Campus faculty and staff mem-
bers are invited to attend the all-
university Convocation, noon in 
the Portola Pavilion of the TSU. 
President Gordon will speak about 
the CSUFʼs past successes and 
future goals. 

National Product will be playing 
at noon in the Becker Ampitheater. 
Cool down with the hot sounds of 
this band featuring the lead vocal-
ist of A Storybook Ending. Contact 
ASIP for more information at (714) 
278-3501

Student California Teachers 
Association will hold its kick-off 
meeting at 4 p.m. in Humanities 112. 
Food and drinks will be provided.

The CSUF womenʼs soccer team 
takes the field against the University 
of San Diego Toreros, 7 p.m. at 
Titan Stadium.

CSUFʼs Grand Central Gallery, 
located in Santa Ana, continues its 
showing of “100 Artists See Satan.” 
The gallery is open today from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

The United States presidential 
election coverage continues today 
on Fox News, CNBC, CNN, and 
focuses on the hearts and minds of 
American voters.

All events listed are free and on 
campus unless otherwise indicat-
ed. If you would like to have a 
specific entry put in the calendar 
section please send an email to 
news@dailytitan.com
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Organization officially recognizes 
the state of Israel.

1966: John Lennon meets Yoko 
Ono at an avant-garde art exposi-
tion. 

1979: Sid Bernstein offers the 
Beatles more than $1 billion for a 
reunion of the rock band.

1954:  A large earthquake hits 
Orlansville, Algeria, killing over 
1,400.

Friday Sept. 10 
1894: Londonʼs taxi driver George 

Smith is first fined for drunk driv-
ing.

1939: In World War II, Canada 
declares war on Germany. 

1963: Twenty black students enter 
public schools in Alabama. 

1976: Five Croatian terrorists 
capture a TWA plane at La Guardia 
Airport in New York. 

Schwarzenegger sets sights on White House
NEW YORK – The Republican National Convention may have inspired 

confidence beyond the Bush/Cheney ticket. California Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has previously expressed interest in the presidency but 
he could only run for president if the Constitution were amended to allow 
foreign-born citizens to serve in the White House. After Schwarzenegger 
thrilled RNC delegates with his prime-time speech last Tuesday, many said 
theyʼd support a constitutional amendment.

Read the Daily Titan 
tomorrow.

Reviews of Projekt 
Revolution, Dave 

Matthews, Vanity Fair 
and Paparazzi. The fall 
TV preview. Interviews 
with Halifax and Gram 

Rabbit. 

Strumming along

get e-mail 
updates from 
our Web site:
www.dailytitan.com
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After those long study sessions 
and exams, students can reward 
themselves with some downtime. 
Whether itʼs shopping, bar hopping 
or catching a flick, Fullerton and its 
neighboring cities offer plenty of 
choices for those looking for a fun 
time off campus. 

Downtown Fullerton, located 
a few minutes west on Chapman 
Avenue and Harbor Boulevard, is 
like stepping back in time when bars 
were located on every corner, along 
with restaurants, small shops and 
old-fashioned theaters. As the sun 
sets, the streets light up and fill with 
college students, almost like a scene 
from New York City.

For those planning to hit the bars, 
it might be difficult to choose from 
the wide variety of pubs and bars/
restaurants. Heroes falls in the latter 
category and offers over a hundred 
beers on tap as well as hamburgers 
and steaks. Photos of Fullertonʼs 
original founders adorn the wall and 
customers can throw peanut shells 
on the floor as they enjoy their 
favorite beer.

“We have a large amount of reg-
ulars that come here,” said Joey 
Gomez, manager and bartender at 
Heroes. “If weʼre not your good 
friends by the time you get here, you 
will be by the time you leave.”

For cocktail drinkers, the 
Continental Room, the oldest bar in 
Fullerton, offers a ʼ30s-style lounge 
where onlookers can sip on martinis 
as live bands play the blues. The 
dark atmosphere and red-filtered 
lights complement the barʼs mellow 
mood.

“We have a large college crowd 
that comes here,” said Bob Salem, 

bartender at the Continental Room. 
“We make a lot of ʻfu-fu  ̓drinks. Itʼs 
whatever they want.”

Rockin  ̓ Taco provides plenty of 
entertainment as two musicians turn 
modern rock into tunes on their 
pianos. 

Employees dance on the piano 
tops and give away discount 
Coronas, making this bar a fun place 
for people going out to celebrate and 
have a good time.

“Tuesdays are our most popu-
lar night for college students,” said 
Arturo Gomez, a manager at Rockin  ̓

Taco. “We have 50-cent tacos and $2 
Coronas. People really enjoy how 
the piano players compete.”

Just down the street is Stubricks, 
a two-story pub and restaurant that 
serves drinks and a full menu while 
also providing a poolroom upstairs. 

Along with these four hangouts, 
downtown Fullerton has many other 
bars to watch sports, dance or hear 
live bands. On major holidays like 
Halloween, the streets are closed 
from city traffic and games and 
booths are set up for additional 
entertainment. 

For those who love to shop, the 
Brea Mall, located a few minutes 
north on State College Boulevard, 
has plenty to choose from. Along 
with five major department stores, 
including Nordstrom, the mall also 
offers skate shops, punk clothes and 
high-end fashion.

The shopping center also has many 
neighboring restaurants like BJʼs 
Restaurant and Brewery, Islands, 
The Olive Garden, Red Lobster and 
Claim Jumper.

Just around the corner, Birch 
Street, also known as downtown 

Brea, provides a 22-cinema theater 
along with ice cream and coffee 
shops.

During the day, Birch Street also 
provides a few places to shop, such 
as Old Navy and Tower Records. 
Tower Records, a massive two-story 
music and bookstore, sells every-
thing from Cliffs Notes to plastic 
figurines of members of popular 
bands.

Whether heading out with a group, 
alone or with a partner, the Fullerton 
scene has plenty of amusing activi-
ties for college students.

Students light up Fullerton’s nightlife
Stepping off campus 
gives a wide variety 
of entertainment
By KYLE MCCORY 
Daily Titan Staff

JAMES TUHH/Daily Titan

In the colorful setting of Heroes Bar and Grill, patrons enjoy food, drink, music and friends, located in Downtown Fullerton on a Thursday night. 
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CSUF, teaches modern poetry for 
both undergraduates and graduates, 
as well as all levels of creative 
writing. 

Her students, both former and 
present, have given Praitis nothing 
but praise when it comes to con-
necting to students.

“Her future students will benefit 
from her creativity and enthusi-
asm,” said Brandi Saenz, a sec-
ond-year graduate student. “She is 
extremely accessible. She is avail-
able for students and genuinely 
cares.”

Saenz said Praitis  ̓ departure to 
Lithuania is a great way to add to 
all her positive efforts as a teacher 
and although Saenz said she will 
miss her mentor — they met when 
Praitis advised her — she is excited 
for her. 

“Living abroad is a tremendous 
opportunity for her,” Saenz said.

Patricia Benjumea, a CSUF 
alumna, said she had Praitis as her 
instructor while she worked on a 
bachelorʼs degree for English.

 Benjumea said she feels that 
Praitis goes out of her way to help 
her students. 

“She has a genuine interest for 
her students,” Benjumea said. 
“Sheʼs willing to give her time and 
seeks opportunities for people.”

Praitis finally made time for her-
self after being practical for so 
long and was able to get her book 
published.

“Touch” is her first book of com-
piled poems, which she began writ-
ing in early 2003. 

She said it was the right time for 
her to accomplish this long-awaited 
goal.

“[Writing poems] is always some-
thing thatʼs been with me,” Praitis 
said, adding that she has been writ-
ing poetry since she learned to read 
and write. 

After getting her Ph.D. in English, 
Praitis went on to earn a masterʼs 
degree in fine art for creative writ-
ing, thus igniting her interest to 
seriously write a book, she said.

“I saw things that I needed to 
write about,” she said. “It didnʼt 
occur to me not to do it; it didnʼt 
occur to me to think ʻcould I do it?  ̓
I just had to get it done.”

Her work has enthused others 
to pursue their newfound love for 
poetry.

Edward Yoo, a first-year gradu-
ate student, said he has taken one 
or two classes per semester with 
Praitis since he started at CSUF. 

Yoo said he has now plunged 
himself into his own poetry writ-
ing.

“She focuses a lot on poetry,” Yoo 
said. “I was inspired and poetry has 
been my obsession ever since.”

Yoo said he has read “Touch” 
and said he is able to see different 
perspectives conveyed in Praitis  ̓
poetry.

“The way she describes nature is 
amazing and beyond me,” he said. 
“[The writing] is so in tune with 
such detail of the ordinary.”

Saenz also read the book and 
said she sees the different sides 
of Praitis that appear to be more 
amplified after reading her work.

“It is insightful and emotional,” 
Saenz said. “It reflects a softer and 
strong woman.”
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to create “clever” slogans for the 
Original Leftyʼs T-shirts.

He started the business with a 
mere $6,000 and recruited one of 
the original designers of Von Dutch 
and Third Rail Clothing, Ravi 
Dosaj, to design the shirts.

 “More people in the U.S. need 
to do something to voice their opin-
ions and rights. Leftyʼs is the per-
fect way to do that,” Dosaj said.

Dosaj said he believes what sets 
Leftyʼs apart from all the other T-
shirt companies he has worked for 
is that his reasons for working there 
have nothing to do with earning a 
paycheck. 

Dosaj added that heʼs there to get 
president Bush out of office and to 
send that message to young people.

Danziger has always been inter-
ested in politics and strongly 
believes that college students and 
young people start trends and can 
be very powerful with their mes-
sage.

“If the trend is to get Bush out of 
office then maybe we can provoke 
government to push him and his 

ideology out,” Danziger said; “If 
students are just following a trend 
to be cool, this is the right trend to 
follow.”

The company had team mem-
bers at the Republican National 
Convention handing out free T-
shirts. Danziger said itʼs good for 
business to get shirts on the backs 
of protestors.

Leftyʼs can be purchased online 
or in 12 Los Angeles locations. 
The closest location to Cal State 
University Fullerton is Papas and 
Chicas clothing store in Long 
Beach.

Danziger said the shirt sell-
ing the most copies reads “Diss” 
and features Bush wearing Kiss-
style make-up. Another reads 
“DIMWITS” and is a spoof on 
the punk band Misfits. It features 
President George W. Bush, Vice 
President Dick Cheney, Secretary 
of State Donald Rumsfield and 
Attourney General John Ashcroft 
sporting a hemlock hairstyle and 
black eye make-up.

Many students on campus wear 
political shirts supporting their 
beliefs, but some say they believe 
this form of expression is not for 
them.

“Iʼll be the first to admit Iʼm part 
of Anybody But Bush (ABB), but I 
choose to keep my political beliefs 
to myself,” said Derrick Deane, 
23, a senior Radio-TV-Film major. 
“Itʼs not my job or responsibility to 
promote a political agenda; thatʼs 
for the parties to do.”

Danziger said that a portion of 
every sale goes to a different char-
ity each month. 

This month Leftyʼs are donat-
ing to the American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU).

After the election they will launch 
a new line, which will feature jeans 
with peaceful political messages 
printed on them Danziger said.

He also said they are getting 
ready to open a corporate office 
and will be hiring interns and pho-
tographers. 

They are always looking for peo-
ple with ideas for new lines and 
people who want to be part of the 
trend.

 “I think its fantastic to be a part 
of this movement,” Danziger said. 
“Everyone needs a good movement 
once in a while; especially our gen-
eration.”

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — A 
U.S. military review panel in 
Guantanamo Bay considered the 
case of a 17-year-old who allegedly 
killed a U.S. soldier in a grenade 
attack, the youngest prisoner yet to 
have his case reviewed in proceed-
ings criticized by rights groups and 
lawyers.

The youth and two other prison-
ers refused to attend their hearings 
Tuesday, bringing to 20 the number 
of men who have boycotted the 
proceedings at the Navy base in 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, said Cmdr. 
Beci Brenton, a Pentagon spokes-
woman. It was not immediately 
clear how many minors the military 
is holding now.

The panel also heard the case of 
an 18-year-old who allegedly fought 
with the Taliban and appeared for 
the hearing. Both teenagers have 
been held at the U.S. outpost in 
Cuba for more than two years with-

Teenager is youngest 
to be reviewed by civil 
rights groups, lawyers
The Associated Press

Guantanamo panel considers 
case of 17-year-old prisoner  

out charge.
The review hearings are sepa-

rate from the military commissions, 
which are underway and are meant 
to try prisoners charged with war 
crimes.

During the review hearings the 
prisoners — some of whom have 
been held for nearly three years 
since the prison camp opened — are 
not allowed to have attorneys.

The panel is evaluating the cases 
of some 585 prisoners to determine 
whether they should be freed or 
held as enemy combatants, a clas-
sification that allows fewer legal 
protections.

So far, it has ruled that 29 of 
the prisoners should remain held 
until they are either tried or anoth-
er administrative panel determines 
they no longer pose a security threat. 
The panel has considered 58 cases 
so far. All are accused of links with 
the ousted Taliban regime or the al-
Qaida terrorist network.

The military accused the 17-year-
old of receiving weapons training at 
an al-Qaida camp in Afghanistan, 
Brenton said. In 2002, he allegedly 
planted 10 land mines in Afghan 
territory used by U.S. coalition forc-

es. He was captured after allegedly 
throwing the grenade that killed the 
U.S. soldier.

Two 25-year-olds, both alleged 
Taliban fighters, also refused to 
appear, Brenton said.

The 18-year-old allegedly fired 
at U.S. forces in Afghanistan after 
ignoring orders to stop, was wound-
ed and captured, Brenton said. He 
called no witnesses, and details of 
his testimony were not available as 
no press attended his hearing.

On Monday, the review tribunal 
heard the case of a 45-year-old who 
allegedly met with bin Laden four 
times in 2001 and gave the al-Qaida 
leader money, Brenton said. The mil-
itary declined to give details about 
the meetings. The prisoner, who 
called no witnesses, was accused 
of providing logistical support for 
Taliban fighters in Tora Bora. His 
name and phone number were found 
in an address book recovered in a 
residence where a senior al-Qaida 
operative was captured, she said.

The military prohibits journalists 
to release the names of the prison-
ers, who have not been charged. 
Recently, U.S. officials also stopped 
providing nationalities.

JERUSALEM – Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon is denying allegations 
that a Pentagon worker stole secrets 
for Israel, according to a newspaper 
interview carrying his first public 
comments on the dispute.

“Israel does not spy in the United 
States. I say this in the most emphatic 
way possible,” Sharon was quoted as 
saying by the Jerusalem Post, which 
released excerpts of the interview 

Sharon denies Israel spying on U.S. 
Prime Minister says 
Pentagon worker did 
not steal secrets

By MARK LAVIE
The Associated Press

early Wednesday. The full interview 
is to be published Friday.

On Aug. 28, news reports from 
Washington said that a Pentagon 
official funneled classified infor-
mation about Iran to Israel through 
AIPAC, the pro-Israel lobby. Israel 
and AIPAC denied the allegations.

In another section of the inter-
view, Sharon indicated that the 
United States would allow Israel to 
continue construction in West Bank 
Jewish settlements within the main 
blocs Israel plans to keep, even in a 
peace settlement.

“I donʼt know if there is a quiet 
agreement,” he said, “but if you ask 
me if it will be possible to build in 
the large blocs, I would say yes,” 

he said.
Until recently, the United States 

denounced all the settlements as 
“obstacles to peace.” After President 
Bush said earlier this year that Israel 
would not have to give up all of the 
West Bank in a peace deal because 
of the presence of large settlements, 
U.S. officials said they would not 
object to construction inside those 
settlements.

Palestinians demand that Israel 
pull out of all of the West Bank and 
Gaza and dismantle the settlements.

Sharon intends to evacuate all 
21 Gaza settlements next year and 
withdraw from the territory, while 
strengthening Israelʼs hold on parts 
of the West Bank.


