
A Cal State Fullerton alumnus 
has pledged $3 million toward the 
development of a new building dedi-
cated to the College of Business and 
Economics.

Steven Mihaylo, founder of the 
Inter-Tel company, has given the 
largest contribution in the universi-
tyʼs history.

Plans for the 190,000 square-foot 
building will be located directly 
east of Langsdorf Hall and will be 
named the Steven G. Mihaylo Hall.  
Designs for the nearly $60 million 
structure are now underway, with 
expectations of opening in August 
2008.

“He said he had always wanted 
to give back and this was his oppor-
tunity,” said Anil Puri, dean of the 
college.

During a retreat for the deanʼs 
advisory board, Mihaylo was asked 
to become a member. Puri said 
Mihaylo was impressed with what 
the college was doing and decided 
to participate.

“He is going to be very involved 
in the college,” Puri said.  “He is 
also sending a signal that our alumni 
are successful.”

Puri said he hopes that by nam-
ing the building after Mihaylo, who 
founded his company after graduat-
ing from CSUF, students will be 
reminded that the collegeʼs program 
is successful.

“Our business students are as 
good as any business students in 
the country,” Puri said, adding that 
Mihayloʼs contribution is a “great 
testament to the quality of the pro-
gram. He sets an example for others 
to follow.”

Alumnus  ̓pledge allows 
for new Business and 
Economics Building
By ERIC GOMEZ 
Daily Titan Staff

Donation 
leads to 
college 
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Humor column:

Student plays hide-and-seek 
with parking police 4

Sports

Singing and dancing 
brings CSUF alumni, 
community together
By KYM PARSONS 
Daily Titan Staff 

Success under the stars

Joel Torrez dumped ice-cold water 
over his head to relieve himself 
from the scorching heat Saturday 
afternoon after working up a sweat 
pulling carrots in Irvineʼs Incredible 
Edible Park.

“Itʼs really hot out here,” said 
Torrez as he caught his breath. 

Torrez is not a field worker 
though, but just one of the nearly 
20 Cal State Fullerton students who 
spent their Saturday participating in 
“One Dayʼs Pay,” a charity event 
hosted by CSUFʼs Hunger Coalition 
in which leftover crops are har-
vested and distributed throughout 
the community.

“Every pound of food picked here 
today will feed four people,” said 
Sam Caruthers, program coordina-
tor for Southern Californiaʼs Second 
Harvest Food Bank and manager 
of the park. “Last year, nearly 

CSUF students reap rewards 
Volunteers harvest 
crops to be distributed 
to the community
By ANDREW STRETCH 
Daily Titan Staff 

With decreasing numbers of 
college students voting, Cal State 
Fullerton Titans are pushing to 
increase voter turnout on campus.

Between 1972 and 2000, the 
Center for Information and Research 
on Civic Learning and Engagement  
found that voter turnout among 18- 
to 24-year-olds declined by 13 per-
cent.

Felipe Salazar, an American stud-
ies major, said he is ready to change 
that. 

Salazar, co-coordinator of the 
Resources to Engage in Advocating 
for Civic Transformation is working 
to get CSUF students involved in 
upcoming elections.  

“Our goal is not just to get people 
registered, but also to educate them,” 
Salazar said.

The REACT program is new this 
semester and focuses on getting stu-
dents registered and informed about 
political parties and polling sites. 

Salazar said he is looking to put 
together a team of 10 to 15 volun-
teers who will help out at events and 
get students registered.

“The best way you can help out 
in your community is not only by 
volunteering, but also by voting,” 
he said.

Salazar said he wants to educate 
students about the different options 
they have when it comes to voting, 
such as absentee ballots and voting 

REACT 
seeks 
young 
voices
Voter-recruiting group 
on campus ready to 
register and educate
By ASHLEE ANDRIDGE 
Daily Titan Staff

In honor of the many students and 
distinguished volunteers who have 
helped to better Cal State Fullerton 
and its surrounding communities, 
hundreds of alumni, faculty and 
community members gathered on 
the athletic field Friday night to 
celebrate the 21st   annual Concert 
Under the Stars.

CSUF musical theater students, 
who sang and danced to a variety of 
familiar hits, performed this year’s 
theme “100 years of Broadway.”

Songs were performed from plays 
such as “Oklahoma,” “The Sound 
of Music,” “Grease,” “Oliver” and 
“Starlight Express.”

In an effort to help celebrate the 
night, special student alumni, includ-
ing Landon Beard, Sarah Brandon, 

2,000 volunteers picked 200,000 
pounds of produce which fed 1.6 
million people in Orange County. 
Everything you guys pick today, by 
Tuesday, Wednesday latest, will be 
on somebodyʼs plate.”

Irvineʼs Incredible Edible Park 
was conceived in the mid ʼ80s when 
a group of citizens came together 
with the idea for a park that could 
feed the community, said A.G. 
Kawamura, founder of the park, in 
an earlier interview with the Daily 
Titan. 

The group found a piece of land 
between railroad tracks and a hous-
ing development.

Twenty years later, the small park 
is helping nearly 400 non-profit 
organizations feed over 200,000 
Orange County residents each 
month. However, the volunteers are 
the backbone of the organization, 
Caruthers said.

“We have the volunteers to do 
everything out here, from picking to 
planting,” Caruthers said. “Without 
[volunteers], the program wouldnʼt 
work.”

Under Caruthers  ̓ supervision, 

At the 21st annual Concert Under the Stars, the audience was entertained by the Preeminents. Held at CSUF on 
Friday night, the performing arts students sang a series of famous Broadway tunes.                       

Rafeal Durna and Kait Holebrook, 
made appearances, all having made 
names for themselves in the profes-
sional theater industry. 

As people continued to arrive 
while others were finishing their 
potluck dinners, President Milton 
A. Gordon opened the show with a 
speech, stressing the importance of 
volunteering and recognizing those 
who have made a difference in the 
community. 

Throughout the nation, 56 percent 
of adults over the age of 18 volun-
teer for a total of almost 20 billion 
hours per year. CSUF’s Titan 100K 
Hours of Service campaign alone 
resulted in students, faculty and staff 
volunteering for 110,000 hours of 
service, Gordon said.

“This university has flourished 
because of the support of our alumni 
and our community volunteers,” he 
said. 

He added, “Those at Cal State 
Fullerton are ambassadors of good 
will and good deeds whose efforts 

students busily harvested carrots, 
squash, watermelons, habanero chil-
ies and radishes, while trains blasted 
their horns as they passed along the 
nearby tracks.

“I expect you guys to pick at least 
500 pounds today,” Caruthers said 
to the volunteers.  “Thatʼs enough to 
feed 2,000 people.”

Mona Ghodsi, a senior at CSUF, 
explained her reasons for being 
involved as she pulled fresh carrots 
from the earth. 

“I did volunteer work in high 
school,” she said. “I really wanted 
to continue that work into college. I 
just wanted to get involved.”

After plenty of boxes were filled, 
the students fought for a piece of 
shade as they ate ripe watermelon 
and played games during a break. 
When the watermelon was gone and 
the laughs died down, the crew went 
back to work.

At the end of the day, everything 
seemed to go according to plan, 
despite the small number of stu-
dents. 

“Itʼs hard getting people out here 
in the middle of the day,” Torrez 

said. “People are busy on the week-
end and itʼs hard to get them to come 
out and dedicate some time. We 
did get what we expected, though 
it would be nice to get some more 
people out here.”

The Hunger Coalition, along with 
the Volunteer and Service Center, 
will be hosting numerous events 
throughout the semester, including a 
costal cleanup on Saturday Sept. 18, 
where volunteers will help clean the 
Brea Canyon Canal.

SHANNON ANCHALEECHAMAIKORN/Daily Titan
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CSUF student Greg Kelley helps pick 
carrots as a part of the “One Day’s 
Pay” volunteer event in Irvine .      

3REACT

New political views needed for TIR
Titan Internet Radio 
programs seek fresh, 
diverse voices  
By ISAAC FABELA 
Daily Titan Staff

College radio stations have long 
constituted a forum for idealistic 
students ready to take on the world.

However, conflicting program 
ideas and a new direction for the 
station has made it challenging for 
Titan Internet Radio, the station 
run by the students of Cal State 
Fullerton.

With November quickly approach-
ing, the national campaigns and 
elections are ready to take center 
stage and there is currently only one 
show on the TIR schedule that has 
politics on its agenda.

“My show isnʼt even a politi-
cal show,” said Ben Kerridge, a 
graduate student and host of “The 
Rational Voice,” airing Tuesday 
mornings from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
“Itʼs a comedy show with news and 
a bit of social and political com-
mentary.”

Kerridge wasnʼt always the only 

voice of politics on TIR. The sta-
tion was overhauled two years ago 
when a decision was made to cut the 
politically based talk shows from 
five down to two.

“They wanted to have one per-
son from each side of the political 
spectrum. There was a liberal one 
and they kept my show to represent 
the conservative point of view and 
Iʼm not even Republican, Iʼm a 
Libertarian,” Kerridge said. “The 
station is better served when there 
are a lot of different opinions. When 
people are discussing issues, itʼs so 
much more interesting.”

Because he was tapped as one of 
the lone political voices on campus, 
Kerridge said he felt obligated to 
keep a political tone to his show. 

“I was trying to move the show 
away from politics,” Kerridge said. 
“I was taking the show in a differ-
ent direction with satire and comedy 
bits.”   

Scott Vyka, a senior American 
studies major, was one of the casual-
ties of the stations  ̓move. His politi-
cally themed “Scott Vyka Show” 
was canceled in the wake of the 
decision. 

“It seemed like the oddest move,” 

Vyka said. “At the time, the political 
shows were some of the highest-
rated shows on the station. Because 
we are an Internet station, I used 
to have people listening from all 
around the world.”

Vyka said he feels the different 
types of hosts created a challenging 
environment in the radio station.

“I used to look forward to listen-
ing to what people would say on 
their show,” he said. “Then the next 
day I would get back on my show 
and talk about what was said. It cre-
ated an interesting debate that was 
healthy.”

Heather Aguirre, general manager 
of TIR, said she has an optimistic 
outlook and feels the station is mov-
ing forward toward regaining the 
healthy dialogue that Kerridge and 
Vyka speak about.

“We want to make sure that both 
sides of the issues are represented,” 
Aguirre said. “As a station, we want 
to keep a balance and have an open 
forum for what should be a positive 
experience for everybody.”

TIR is currently taking applica-
tions for shows and the invitation is 
out to all people with different types 
of opinions, she said.

One of thousands who came to pay their respects, a man photographs 
Ground Zero on Saturday, the third anniversary of the  WTC attacks.  

MARTI LONGWORTH/Daily Titan Executive Editor

9/11 remembered 
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News
 BIN RIEF

Surge of Baghdad violence leaves 59 dead
BAGHDAD, Iraq — Insurgents hammered central Baghdad on Sunday 

with one of their most intense mortar and rocket barrages ever in the heart 
of the capital, heralding a day of violence that killed nearly 60 people nation-
wide as security appeared to spiral out of control. 

At least 37 people were killed in Baghdad alone. Many of them died when 
a U.S. helicopter fired on a disabled U.S. Bradley fighting vehicle as Iraqis 
swarmed around it, cheering, throwing stones and waving the black and yel-
low sunburst banner of Iraqʼs most-feared terror organization.

World

“Greetings from Laguna Beach:  
Our Town in the Early 1900s”

This art exhibition at the Laguna 
Art Museum features paintings, 
photographs and memorabilia that 
exemplify life in Laguna Beach 
from 1900 to 1930.  

The exhibition runs from Sept. 
13 – Oct. 1.  Additional informa-
tion may be obtained by calling the 
Laguna Art Museum.

“The White House in Miniature”
This exhibit at the Richard Nixon 

Library and Birthplace features a 
70-feet long by 30-feet wide model 
of the White House.  

The model is billed as one of 
the most detailed in the world and 
cost over $1 million to create.  The 
Richard Nixon Library is located at 
18001 Yorba Linda Blvd., in the city 
of Yorba Linda.

“The Virgin of Guadalupe: Exalted 
and Empowered”

The Fullerton Museum Center in 
Fullerton features works that illus-
trate three aspects of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe that contribute to a 
contemporary interpretation of this 
icon: the devotional image; the use 
of the image to promote political 
aims and Mexican national identity; 
and the artistic use of the image in 
the United States as a cultural or 
personal symbol.  

The Fullerton Museum Center is 
located at 301 N. Pomona Ave., 
Fullerton.

All events listed are free and on 
campus unless otherwise indicat-
ed. If you would like to have a 
specific entry put in the calendar 
section please send an e-mail to 
news@dailytitan.com.

JACQUELINE LOVATO/Daily Titan

Stretching for a win

University Police log 

for the week of 

Sept. 5-Sept. 11

Cop 
BLOTTER

9/05 12:50
University Police agency assisted 

Fullerton Police in a reported shoot-
ing at Yorba Linda Boulevard and 
Oxford Avenue. Two victims were 
taken from the scene by ambulance. 
Police are looking for a green car.

9/05 11:26
A Dodge pickup was taken 

from a nearby ampm market near 
Bastanchury and Associated roads. 
The driver was last seen driving 
southbound on Associated Road. 

9/05 23:33 
University Police received a call 

for medical aid at the dorms for a 
subject who had passed out from 
consuming 17 shots of whiskey and 
tequila.  

9/07 13:50 
Report of a suspicious female at 

the Kinesiology and Health Science 
Building wearing an ammunition belt 
that turned out to be a fashion belt. 

9/07 18:44 
Traffic accident on the fourth level 

of the Nutwood Parking Structure.  
No one was injured. 

9/07 22:32
Fight at Moonraker Apartments on 

East Nutwood Avenue involving an 
officer. The officer called Fullerton 

Police for backup, University Police 
assisted. The suspect was arrested. 

9/08 13:11
Disturbance in the Quad at the 

Kettle Korn station. Two males were 
harassing people for money. No one 
was hurt. 

9/09 11:24
Malicious mischief was reported at 

the Library South with graffiti refer-
ring to Osama bin Laden. 

9/09 15:02
University Police assisted in a traf-

fic accident with injury on Nutwood 
Avenue and Titan Drive. The vic-
tim reported difficulty breathing and 
neck pain.

9/10 11:24
A suspicious person at the Pollak 

Library North on the first floor was 
making statements that she “had a 
license to kill other nations.” The 
suspect, on medication for manic 
depression, was warned and then left 
the scene. 

9/10 18:18
Police assisted in a verbal dispute 

between a faculty member and a stu-
dent in College Park 150.

9/10 20:54
Police responded to a report 

of a body in the middle of the 57 
Freeway.

Today
SEPT. 13, 2004

Melanie Meister, a middle hitter, stretches with teammates before the tournament in the Titan Gym on Friday, 
Sept. 10.  As a sophomore, Meister plans to make a big impact this year.

Academic Senate honors Titan baseball 
The Titans baseball teamʼs victory in the College World Series was 

acknowledged within the Academic Senate chambers on Thursday, Sept. 9.
Head Coach George Horton, who was given the National Coach of the 

Year award by the America Baseball Coaches Association, and Assistant 
Coach Rick Vanderhook represented the team at the Senate meeting. 

Comparing the story of the baseball team going to Omaha to “the little 
engine that could,” Horton said the team “turned the year around and made 
it more special. We are the underdogs.”

Jack Bedell, vice chair of the Academic Senate, who honored the Titans 
with individual certificates and gifts, said that coaching is teaching and the 
two coaches are great teachers.

Horton said he appreciated the Senate recognizing the team as national 
champions and gave thanks for the opportunity to play at that level.

Local

FORECAST
Weather

Monday, Sept. 13
Mostly Sunny 
Low 65°

Tuesday, Sept. 14
Mostly Sunny
Low 65°

Wednesday, Sept. 15
Partly Cloudy 
Low 60°
From The Weather Channel

81°

90°

79°

Reports compiled from The Associated Press, Sylvia Mudrick and the Fullerton Police 
Department, Andrew Stretch and Ashley Heglar, Daily Titan Staff

No Suspects found in local man’s stabbing 
A 25-year-old La Mirada man was the victim of an apparent “road rage” 

assault that occurred in the early morning hours of Aug. 28. The conflict 
occurred as the victim and another man traveling west on Malvern Avenue 
approached the intersection of Bastanchury Road. 

As the men sat at the intersection, two men and an Asian woman pulled 
next to their vehicle and began harassing them. The victims continued driv-
ing on Malvern where they soon stopped again at Gilbert Avenue.

The assailants  ̓vehicle pulled behind the victimʼs and stopped. One sus-
pect got out of the vehicle, walked to the passenger side of the victimʼs car 
and struck the passenger.

The victim apparently tried pushing the suspect away, when the second 
suspect joined the assault. The victim was then stabbed in the chest. The 
suspected men then ran to their vehicle and fled the scene. The victims went 
to Whittier Hospital for treatment.

The men are described as 20 to 25 years old, between 5-foot-8-inches and 
5-foot-10-inches in height, weighing 170 to 180 pounds. One of the suspects 
had a shoulder length black ponytail. 

Their vehicle has been described as a dark blue late-model extended cab 
Chevrolet Silverado, with the outline of orange flames painted on the front 
quarter panels. 

The truck is said to also have custom rims and modified lift suspension. 
All three suspects remain at large.

Any information regarding the crime should be reported to the Fullerton 
Police Department at (714) 738-6534.
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The Bowers Museum, although 
a relatively small museum in 
Santa Ana, has graduated to the 
big leagues as far as the business 
of fine art goes. 

Many of the exhibits being 
shown at the museum are coming 
to the United States for the first 
time. The current exhibit being 
housed by the museum consists 
of Tibetan artwork and relics that 
have never left Tibet and date as 
far back as the 14th century.

Obtaining such works has not 
been an easy task. Anne Shih, 
a museum volunteer, and Peter 
Keller, the president and direc-
tor of Bowers Museum, work as 
a team to bring in the hard-to-
come-by works. 

“Anne and Peter traveled seven 
times to Tibet. They visited the 
Potala Palace and talked to the 
Tibetan cultural officials,” said 
Rick Weinberg, a spokesman for 
the museum.

“[The palace] is 14,000 feet 
above sea level. They needed 
oxygen in their hotel rooms. It 
isnʼt an easy place to travel to,” 
he said. 

Weinberg said Shih plays an 
instrumental part in bringing 
many of the Asian exhibits to 
Bowers. 

 “Anne works as an interpreter 
in order to connect Asian officials 
with Peter. She is very passion-
ate, more passionate than most of 
the people here,” Weinberg said.

Bowers has given other muse-

Tibetan art is a main 
attraction for local 
art afficionados
By LAURA BEYER
Daily Titan Staff

Bowers Museum: moving on up from page 1
CONCERT

early. Salazar said he feels that most 
people want to vote, but there is just 
one problem.  

“The caring and the drive are 
there, but thereʼs not enough infor-
mation,” he said. Salazar said he 
also feels that the youth have been 
stereotyped as not caring about any-
thing but themselves.

“Weʼve been wrongly mislabeled 
as apathetic,” he said. “Thatʼs not 
true. There are more people vol-
unteering now at our age then ever 
before.”

Sabrina Sanders, coordinator of 
the Volunteer and Service Center, 
said that most students say they 
donʼt vote because they donʼt have 
time, they think their vote doesnʼt 
count or that it doesnʼt matter any-
way.

“Your vote is a deciding factor,” 
she said. “Thousands of people died 
for the rights for women and minor-
ity communities to vote. I think we 
owe it to those people who fought 
for that right to vote.”

Sanders said she is working with 

on our behalf strengthen the univer-
sity immeasurably.” 

In recognition of those who have 
made a direct impact on the univer-
sity, nine individuals were honored 
with awards for their ongoing con-
tributions.

“It is clear to me that the value of 
volunteers can certainly be seen here 
at Cal State Fullerton,” Gordon said 
in regards to those being recognized. 
“Our community volunteers are the 
bright stars ensuring the success of 
hundreds of university events and 
programs.”

The amount of diversity on cam-
pus was another topic Gordon brief-
ly discussed during his speech.

There are now more than 1,400 
international students from more 
than 80 different countries studying 
on campus, including 500 new inter-
national students this fall, he said. 

“We at Cal State Fullerton are 
proud of the cultural diversity within 
our society and at this university,” 
Gordon said.

As men, women and those young 
and old sang and danced along to 
the variety of show tunes, Concert 
Under the Stars entertained a diverse 
group of people. 

“Concert Under the Stars is one of 
my favorite events because it opens 
our campus to all of our constituents, 
fostering a communication between 
campus and community members,” 
Gordon said. 

Cassandra Sperien, a CSUF fresh-
man and special education major, 
said that despite being dragged to 
the show by a friend, she was glad 
she came.  

“It was fun because I knew most 
of the songs that were being per-
formed,” she said. “I would defi-
nitely come again next year.”

Sara Crua, one of the performers 
of the evening, said that after work-
ing on the show since last semester, 
she’s happy about the outcome of 
the show. 

“It went just exactly as expected,” 
she said. “It was lots of fun and 
everyone out here was having a 
good time.”

from page 1
REACT

from page 1
BUSINESS

With the addition of the new hall, 
the college hopes to provide even 
better working conditions for its 
students and faculty to work closer 
together, Puri said. 

He said the building will have 
the latest technology and will have 
classrooms better designed for team-
work. Currently the collegeʼs build-
ings are scattered throughout four 
different buildings on campus.

“There is no place to work. 
[Students] have to go to the TSU to 
work together,” Puri said.

CSUF Economics Professor Dan 
Lee said that having related classes 
in one building would also make it 
easier for faculty to get around and 
interact with one another.

Faculty members are losing a lot 
of time going from one place to 
another, especially when two classes 
are back-to-back, Lee said.

As a member of the College 
Executive Council, CSUF alumnus 
Robert Taylor said the building will 
become more of a destination for 
students. 

“When you have everyone in the 
same building you get a lot of syn-
ergy,” Taylor said.

Taylor also said the new structure 
will not only benefit students and 
faculty, but the community as well.  

“As Orange County continues to 
grow, there is a tremendous need for 
new graduates,” Taylor said. “The 
college provides a major source of 
new talent.”

Puri hopes that the better facili-
ties will attract good faculty and 
allow the College of Business and 
Economics at CSUF to become 
stronger.

“I see it as a tool. Our goal is to 
enhance our programs, faculty and 
services for our students,” Puri said. 

He added that “this is just the first 
step to becoming a premiere college 
in Southern California. We are off to 
a good start.”

ums the opportunity to view these 
pieces, Weinberg said. 

The Tibetan exhibit is scheduled 
to leave Bowers, but will remain on 
tour through the United States. 

Weinberg credits Shih and Kellerʼs 
drive and determination as reasons 
the pieces are being offered to the 
museum.

“[Anne] and Peter make a dynam-
ic one-two punch,” he said.

After Keller left the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles 
County in 1992, he came to work for 
the Bowers Museum. Since then, the 
museum has seen many changes and 
improvements.

“He took a minor baseball team 

and turned it into a World Series 
champion,” Weinberg said. 

“Before Peter Keller, we con-
centrated on the pacific rim and 
Africa. [We] didnʼt have the 
exquisite pieces we have today,” 
said Phil Goerl, a volunteer 
docent of 17 years. 

“Peter believes you have to 
see people face to face, whether 
itʼs Tibet, Shanghai, London, or 
Israel,” Weinberg said.

Keller flew to England in 1999 
and began cultivating a relation-
ship with the heads of the British 
Museum. 

This relationship begat several 
contracted pieces that not even 
the Los Angeles County Museum 
of Art or other world-renowned 
museums had been successful in 
obtaining. 

When asked why the British 
Museum chose Bowers over other 
larger, more popular museums, 
Weinberg said, “Because Peter 
said he wanted to get it done in 
his lifetime and he did it.”

Santa Ana residents seem to 
really appreciate the exhibits that 
the Bowers Museum has been 
showing. Anne Gelvin-Dennison, 
a local resident, said she was 
so impressed with the artwork 
that she persuaded her mother to 
travel from San Diego to see it 
with her a second time.

The Bowers Museum is also 
planning a few additions to the 
physical structure of the muse-
um. 

The additions will include a 
350-seat, sloped auditorium and 
two large exhibit areas for travel-
ing and permanent exhibitions. 

Weinberg said he hopes the 
additions will help bring new 
artwork to the museum.
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The inviting entrance to the Bower’s Museum is always dressed in banners, 
which announce exclusive exhibits that are showing. The museum currently 
houses Tibetan artwork and relics that have never left Tibet. 

students in order to empower them 
to take a leadership role and stand 
up for their rights.

“If more people voted, we would 
have a lot more power and a lot 
more say-so in what is happening in 
the government,” Sanders said.

Many other organizations like 
Rock the Vote and the Youth Vote 
Coalition are working to encourage 
18- to 24-year-olds to vote.

“As young people, we are close 
to 50 million strong in this coun-
try,” said Veronica De La Garza, 
executive director of the Youth Vote 
Coalition. 

De La Garza said it is important 
the youth voice is heard because it 
is the young people that are going 

to school, volunteering, working at 
fast food restaurants and stocking 
the shelves at supermarkets. “We 
are the ones fighting the wars,” she 
said. “Our society reflects the young 
people.”

The issues that youth care about 
can be tied to politics, De La Garza 
said. 

Whether itʼs family, jobs or even 
skateboarding, elected officials may 
determine whether or not your city 
gets a skate park, she said.

“We want political parties to real-
ize the importance of the youth 
vote,” De La Garza said.

REACT will be on the Titan walk-
way Sept. 13 to 16 registering stu-
dents to vote.


