
Fullerton grad soars in Neverland

In a magical  place called 
Neverland, where people never grow 
up, die or have any worries, Lindsay 
Nickersonʼs happy thoughts are 
becoming a reality. Since graduating 
from Cal State Fullerton last May 
with a degree in musical theater, 
she has been spending her time in 
Neverland as lost boy Tootles in the 
classic tale of “Peter Pan.” 

“Tootles is the underdog, he s̓ a 
real go-getter who tries really hard, 
but things never seem to work out for 
him,” Nickerson said.

Contrary to her character, things 
are looking up for Nickerson.

“The thought of working in an 
office building all day, every day 
made me want to die,” Nickerson 
said. “So it was almost like there was 
no other option for me.”

In the first professional role of 
her career, Nickerson is currently 
performing at the La Mirada Theater 
for the Performing Arts, alongside 
Tony-nominee and former Olympic 
gymnast Cathy Rigby.

After hearing about the casting call, 
theater professor Jim Taulli encour-
aged Nickerson to audition for “Peter 
Pan” because of her height and her 
acting and vocal abilities, despite the 
audition only being open to members 
of the Actors Equity Union.

“ʻPeter Pan  ̓ has always been 
my favorite show, so I was will-
ing to do whatever I had to audi-
tion,” Nickerson said. “Next thing 
I know, Iʼm getting call-back after 
call-back.”

When she finally got the call from 
the casting director that she had made 
it, she said she didnʼt believe it at 
first.

“I made them tell me twice just 
to be sure that I wasnʼt dreaming,” 
she said.

Although Nickerson said she was 
ecstatic about getting the role she 
wanted, she said she was also nervous 

about being the only one in the cast 
who was not a union member.

“That really freaked me out,” she 
said.  

In preparation for the show, 
Nickerson s̓ weeks have been spent 

John Shepherd takes a photo of Monday morning’s eruption at Mount St. Helen’s. Shepherd made a non-stop 
1,000–mile drive from his home in Southern California to see the potential eruption of Mount St. Helen’s. Shepherd, 
an avid “rockhound,” was so excited to get to Washington, he forgot to pack any extra shirts. He has not left his 
post as of Monday afternoon, but admits that he better go buy some new clothes soon. See brief on Page 2.

WASHINGTON – Usually just a 
campaign sideshow, this year s̓ vice 
presidential debate has taken on new 
life as a high-stakes showdown in 
a tightening presidential race. Dick 
Cheney s̓ mission is to slow John 
Kerry s̓ sudden momentum, while 
John Edwards  ̓assignment is to feed 
doubts about President Bush s̓ han-
dling of Iraq and the economy.

Four weeks before the election, 
both sides see Tuesday night s̓ face-
off as an important milestone in a 
race in which neither side can afford 
a mistake.

“Everything that happens is impor-
tant,” said Bush-Cheney communica-
tions director Nicolle Devenish.

Anxious for a confidence boost, the 
White House is counting on Cheney 
to deliver a solid, steady performance 
to reassure Republicans shaken by 
Bush s̓ scowling appearance in last 
week s̓ leadoff debate with Kerry. 
The vice president is expected to 
paint Kerry and Edwards as lacking 
the resolve to lead the war against 
terror and keep Americans safe.

Democrats, meanwhile, are exu-
berant about Kerry s̓ first debate and 
hope Edwards can keep the ball roll-
ing by drawing on the same skills 
he used as a trial lawyer to win 
multimillion dollar settlements from 

juries. Edwards is expected to portray 
Cheney as the architect of a misguid-
ed Iraq policy that was based on the 
erroneous belief that Saddam Hussein 
had weapons of mass destruction. 
Edwards also is expected to criticize 
Cheney, the former chief executive of 
Halliburton, as a symbol of corporate 
greed.

Cheney and Edwards are viewed 
favorably by about half of all vot-
ers, but Cheney has more negative 
ratings, a Pew Research Center poll 
suggests. About four in 10 voters 
view Cheney unfavorably; three in 
10 see Edwards that way.

Typically, vice presidential debates 
are tangential events with little impact 
or voter interest. After all, the race is 
not about No. 2 but the person at the 
top of the ticket. Even in the vice 
presidential debate, the real focus 
is Bush and Kerry, not Cheney and 
Edwards.

Speaking for Cheney, senior advis-
er Mary Matalin said, “He s̓ going to 
make the arguments that Bush made. 
He s̓ not breaking away from where 
the president is.”

Four years ago, 46.5 million peo-
ple watched the first presidential 
debate between Bush and Al Gore, 
but then the viewership plummeted 
to 28.5 million for the vice presiden-
tial encounter between Cheney and 
Sen. Joe Lieberman. This year, both 
sides contend viewers will tune in 
because of the high stakes.

“In a race that s̓ going to be decid-
ed by a few points, you canʼt break 

Not long ago Cliff Cramp was 
a victim of gridlock. During the 
week, Cramp sat in 
the driver s̓ seat of his 
car, chugging along 
the smog-infested 
Interstate 5, all in order 
to get to school on 
time. Cramp dreamt 
about moving closer 
to where his job was 
as an art professor at 
Cal State Fullerton, 
but he simply could 
not afford it. Luckily 
for Cramp, the CSU 
Foundation changed 
that dream into a real-
ity three years ago with the develop-
ment of the University Gables hous-
ing project.

“It s̓ wonderful,” said Cramp, past 
president of the homeowners asso-

ciation for University Gables. “The 
main thing for us was to able to 
afford a house. We knew it wasnʼt 
going to be an investment property, 
but the main reason was for my wife 
to stay home with the kids. We are 
very thankful for this.”

Cramp was one of 86 faculty and 
staff members who qualified to live 
in University Gables — a low-priced, 

eight-acre commu-
nity designed spe-
cifically for CSUF 
faculty and staff 
members in associ-
ation with the city 
of Buena Park. 

Three years 
later, the demand 
for lower-priced 
housing for faculty 
and staff continues 
to be very high. 
After witness-
ing the success of 
University Gables, 

the CSU Foundation and the Housing 
Authority announced recently that 
construction will begin on yet anoth-
er project, University Heights.

“It s̓ been more than two and a 

half years since we began discussions 
with the Elks regarding this pur-
chase,” said Bill Dickerson, execu-
tive director of the housing authority 
and the foundation in a press release. 
“It s̓ great to see this project finally 
begin to take shape.”

The University Heights develop-
ment is planned to sit on what now is 
the Fullerton

Elkʼs Lodge property located 
off Harbor and Brea boulevards. 
Preliminary plans include building 
44 townhomes on the property, which 
CSUF is leasing for over 99 years.

“Paying over an extended length 
of time helps make the housing more 
affordable for our faculty and staff, 
and at the same time it also works 
well by providing a steady flow of 
income to the Elks,” Dickerson said.

The 1,600 to 2,000 square-foot 
homes are estimated to start from 
$350,000 to $400,000; nearly 
$100,000 more than the most expen-
sive home in University Gables. 
Unlike Gables, which was part of a 
low-income housing project, faculty 
and staff will have no stipulations 
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Amidst the sea of students that have 
class and workout in the Kinesiology 
and Health Science Building are a 
group of Cal State Fullerton employ-
ees also trying to get in shape and be 
healthy.

With seven class sections currently 
offered, faculty and staff on cam-
pus can take part in the Employee 
Wellness Program. In the Lifespan 
Wellness Center, located downstairs 
in the new wing of the KHS Building, 
members work under a class leader to 
reach their individual fitness goals. 

The class leader doesnʼt force 
workout routines on the partici-
pants. Instead, the leaders watch over 
their participants to make sure they 
are using all of the machines cor-
rectly and getting a proper work-
out. The program is designed to let 
each member workout at their own 
pace and focus on individual areas 
of improvement, class leader Shawn 
Dolan said.

“The program is individualized but 
designed by people who know what 
theyʼre doing,” said Professor Ron 
Oliver of the Education Leadership 
Department. 

Dolan explained the program as a 
mixture of an open-gym and a class 
setting.

To enroll in the class, one must be 
a staff member and take a fitness and 
health risk assessment. The assess-
ment is part of the one-time initiation 
fee of $25. If this screening results in 
a high risk, a physician s̓ release is 
required to ensure the safety of the 

participant, Dolan said. 
Once the introductory fee has been 

paid, $48 is the cost to be enrolled 
each semester. So when all fees have 
been paid the cost is about that of 
other gyms. 

“It s̓ comparable to a fitness club, 
(with the) same basic purpose of a 
24 Hour Fitness,” said Sandee Clay, 
an information and technology con-
sultant in the Education Classroom 
Building.

The program may be considered a 
perk for its members because of loca-
tion. The fact that staff and faculty 
can work out in the same place that 
they are employed is an obvious plus, 
Oliver said. 

Clay said that since the program 
is on campus it s̓ convenient because 
she can workout then go to work.

Whether before, after or sometime 
within the workday members choose 
to workout, it is that much easier 
because it is on campus, class mem-
bers said. Many said they are moti-
vated to exercise because they donʼt 
have to go out of their way to get to a 
gym, adding that it gives them extra 
time to work out instead of driving to 
another facility.

“It s̓ a nice opportunity to have 
an exercise workout program that 
integrates with the working day,” 
Oliver said.

The program was designed because 
the school gym is always crowded, 
Dolan said, and in each class section 
of this program only 30 people can 
be registered. This gives everyone an 
opportunity to get equal time on all of 
the equipment.

“Weʼve never had to turn anyone 
away because of crowding,” Dolan 
said.

Classes are offered Monday 
and Wednesday or Tuesday and 
Thursday.

Construction for 
University Heights 
will begin early 2006
By ANDREW STRETCH
Daily Titan Staff

Center helps faculty, 
employees get fit and 
healthy on campus
By LEEANN MORRISSEY
Daily Titan Staff

CSUF alumna lands 
job as Tootles in 
ʻPeter Pan  ̓musical
By KYM PARSONS
Daily Titan Staff

Recent acts of vandalism and vio-
lence have raised students  ̓ aware-
ness of their surroundings at Cal 
State Fullerton, a campus open to the 
surrounding public. 

After the attempted rape by a tran-
sient who was reported on campus 
last month, organizations, professors 
and police officers are encourag-
ing students, particularly females, 
to slow down and keep their eyes 
open.

“It was in broad daylight,” Cpl. 
Nigel Williams of CSUFʼs University 
Police said about last monthʼs assault. 
“We donʼt live in a bubble anymore. 
This was an isolated incident, but it 
can happen again.”

Williams is referring to the unex-
pected time and place that the crime 
occurred –– on the third floor of the 
Performing Arts Center, Sept. 14 at 
1:32 p.m. as the victim was exiting 
a stairwell, presumably on her way 
to a class.

Williams said that students 
attempting to keep up with busy 
schedules, “have a tendency to walk 
around and not take in whatʼs around 
them.”

According to Williams, this ten-
dency puts female students at risk. 

He said he encourages students to 
be aware and report strange behavior 
of individuals on campus who are 
involved in suspicious activity, or 
someone not carrying a backpack 
or books.

“If you see something suspicious 
or out of the norm, call the police,” 
he said. “Half of crime doesnʼt get 
reported.”

Despite recent concerns, Sgt. 
Tom Gerhls, with the investigations 
department of the campus Police 
Department, said although aware-
ness is necessary, students do not 
need to live in fear of campus vio-
lence.

“Our statistics show that Cal State 
Fullerton is a very safe campus,” 
Gerhls said. “The last stranger-rape 
we had here was over 10 years ago. 
They happen very infrequently.”

Despite this infrequency, Gerhls 
emphasized the need for female stu-
dents to learn how to react in a com-
promising situation.

Gerhls, along with the campus 
Police Department, said he promotes 
a program called Rape Aggression 
Defense, which is a free class that 
invites women to participate in a 
12-hour program and four consecu-
tive classes that teach self-defense 
techniques.

In addition to this, the slogan, 
“The days are getting shorter. The 
nights are getting longer. Walk with 
a friend,” can be read on fliers post-
ed throughout campus in response to 
last monthʼs attempted rape.

Third Wave, a campus organi-
zation that focuses on educating 
the public about both domestic and 
international womenʼs rights, react-
ed to the recently attempted rape by 
producing fliers that warn students 
of the danger of staying out late as 

Students, especially 
females, should be 
aware of surroundings
By BRITTANY KUHN
Daily Titan Staff
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CSU Foundation
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Thar she blows

Courtesy of Lindsay Nickerson

ROB FINCH/The Associated Press



Mount St. Helens spews more steam
MOUNT ST. HELENS NATIONAL MONUMENT, Wash. — Mount St. 

Helens blew off more steam Monday, shooting a billowing white plume 
several hundred feet above the volcano and thrilling hundreds of visitors 
who had gathered below the rumbling mountain. “Wow. It was amazing,” 
said 9-year-old Alex Turchiano, who watched from a nearby visitors cen-
ter. “I was hoping to see lava so I could see the trees fall down and the lava 
flow into the water. I wanted to see what it was going to do — whether it 
would stop or keep going.”

Bush blasts Kerry, signs tax bill 
CLIVE, Iowa — President Bush said Monday that rival John Kerryʼs 

foreign policy stands “are dangerous for world peace,” leveling some 
of his harshest criticism of the campaign during a trip to an important 
battleground state. Bush also signed tax relief legislation for 94 million 
Americans and hit Kerry on that issue, too. Labeling Kerry a tax-and-
spend liberal, Bush told over a thousand campaign supporters, “Iʼve low-
ered taxes and my opponent wants to raise taxes.”

Poll says Bush still has edge over Kerry
WASHINGTON — More voters consider President Bush a strong leader 

who can do a better job combatting terrorism even though they widely 
agree that Democratic Sen. John Kerry won the first debate focused solely 
on foreign policy. The Republican incumbent has a slight lead over Kerry 
— 49 percent to 44 percent — among likely voters questioned in the Pew 
Research Center poll released Monday. Several surveys conducted after 
last Thursdayʼs debate showed the race even.
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Students shuffle to their early morning classes in the Performing Arts Center on Sept. 30.  
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WeatherProfessor David Chen teaches 

Stress Management. He uses his 
Chinese background and ideas to 
teach students how to reduce stress 
and have clear minds. Chen is a full-
time professor for the Division of 
Kinesiology and Health Science and 
has been at Cal State Fullerton for the 
last six years.
Q: How do you incorporate Tai Chi 
into your stress management cours-
es?
A: Tai Chi is an ancient system of 
exercise that uses soft and slow 
motion, activates internal energy 
and promotes deep breathing. It is a 
small but important part of my class. 
Regular practice of Tai Chi reduces 
stress and improves health, so I teach 
them a small routine that they may 
use to relax.
Q: Where did you go to college?
A: I went to college in Wuhan, China 
and got my B.A. I acquired my M.S. 
degree and Ph.D. from Florida State 
University and University of Florida 
respectively.
Q: What was the worst job you ever 
had before becoming a teacher?
A:  All my jobs are interesting and 
it is impossible for me to describe 
them as good or bad. But, the lowest 
paid job is frying rice in a Chinese 
restaurant in Tallahassee, Florida. I 
received $3 an hour.
Q: What other schools have you 
worked at?
A: I worked at New State University, 
Cortland for four years and at 
Cal State Los Angeles for a year 
before becoming a member of the 
Kinesiology faculty.
Q: Why did you choose to work at 
CSUF?
A: I like the people here. What 
impressed me most when I first came 
for the interview was the atmosphere 

Faculty 
FOCUS

Professor David Chen 
helps students relax 
with Tai Chi exercises
By KYLE McCORY
Daily Titan Staff

in the division.  It s̓ hard to describe 
it. I just felt very comfortable and at 
home.
Q: What courses do you teach, and 
which one is your favorite?
A: I am currently teaching Stress 
Management, Motor Development, 
Human Motor Control and Learning. 
Once a year, I teach a graduate course 
called Advanced Study in Teaching 
Human Movement. To me, all the 
above classes are fun to teach and 
it is very hard for me to pick one 
favorite class. But if I have to choose, 
the class that makes feel most light-
hearted is stress management.
Q: What s̓ the strangest thing that has 
happened in one of your classes?
A: I feel everything that has hap-
pened is supposed to happen. I sel-
dom feel very shocked by what s̓ 
going in the classroom.
Q: If you werenʼt a teacher, what 
would you be doing?
A:  If I wasnʼt a teacher, I might be a 
full-time writer or traveler.
Q: What do you do for fun?
A: I always enjoy reading books of 
different genres, poetry, novels and 
nonfiction.
Q: What are your views on the politi-
cal campaigning going on?
A: I am very interested in the 
American political system. I enjoy 
all kinds of political debates. I will be 
voting for the next president of our 
country as an American citizen for 
the second time. I believe that careful 
study of each candidate is necessary 
for casting my vote. A vote seems to 
be petty, but it is very important to 
me. I want my vote to be determined 
by my reasoning instead of my emo-
tions.
Q: What is the best/most exotic place 
youʼve ever visited?
A: Once again, I am in a dilemma 
of choosing one among the many 
nice places in America and China. I 
enjoyed visiting the Lushan Mountain 
in China. We often woke up in the 
morning wrapped by floating clouds. 
Iʼll never forget the sunrise there. 
So many people were waiting for 
it. By the time we saw the sun rise, 
my jacket was soaked with dew. I 
was also stunned by the spectacular 
Grand Canyon in Arizona.
Q: Do you have anything published 
or plan to publish?

A: I have published a few articles 
in academic journals. I really want 
to get a book published in the near 
future.
Q: Why do you think students enjoy 
or would enjoy your class?
A: I care for my students and intend 
to give them my best. I feel that I 
am doing my best every time I walk 
to the podium. If you ask those who 
have taken my classes, they may tell 
you that I like to tell some stories. 
My goal is not for them to think 
how good I am, but to appreciate 
the knowledge and wisdom I have 
imparted.

SEAN ANGLADO/Daily Titan
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Get out and rock the friggin  ̓vote 
at ASIʼs Voter Registration Drive, 
today in the Titan Walkway from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

The ASI Board of Directors 
meeting is open to the public and 
takes place in the TSU Legislative 
Chambers I and II at 1:15 p.m.

 Rack ̓ em! Free Billiards Tuesdays 
in TSU Games & Recreation from 3 
p.m. to 7 p.m.

Games & Recreation, located 
in the lower level of the Titan 
Student Union, will air the 2004 
Presidential Debates on the two 
big screen televisions in the TV 
Lounge. In coordination with 
Associated Students Inc., the Titan 
Student Union is encouraging the 
campus community to be informed 
about issues concerning the upcom-
ing presidential elections. The vice 
presidential debate begins at 6 
p.m. Refreshments will be provid-
ed. Debate schedule is subject to 
change. For the latest information, 
check www.debates.org.

Titan Pride League begins in the 
TSU Underground at 7 p.m.   

“Book of Days,” a play by 
Lanford Wilson and directed by 
Rita Renee, runs Oct. 1 through 
Oct. 24 at the Performing Arts 
Center: Arena Theater. 

A theatrical mystery unravels 
in a tiny Missouri town in this 
new play about a leading lady 
who risks everything to explore 
a local tycoonʼs death. [Contains 
mature language] Most shows start 
at 8 p.m. Tickets are $9 ($7 with 
advance Titan Discount) For more 
information or tickets, call (714) 
278-3371.

All events are free and on campus 
unless otherwise indicated. If you 
would like to have a specific entry 
put in the calendar section, please 
send an email to news@dailytitan.
com

Car bombs kill 24, wound 100 in Iraq
BAGHDAD, Iraq — Insurgents unleashed a pair of powerful car bombs 

Monday near the symbol of U.S. authority in Iraq — the Green Zone, 
where the U.S. Embassy and key government offices are located — and 
hotels occupied by hundreds of foreigners. Two other explosions brought 
the dayʼs bombing toll to at least 24 dead and more than 100 wounded. 
More than three dozen car bombings since the beginning of September 
illustrate the militants  ̓ seeming ability to strike at will despite recent 
pledges by the United States and Iraq to intensify the suppression of insur-
gents, and the morale-boosting recapture of Samarra over the weekend.

State
Rocket wins $10M prize for space trip

MOJAVE, Calif. — A stout, star-spangled rocket plane broke through 
the Earthʼs atmosphere to the edge of space Monday for the second time in 
five days, capturing a $10 million prize aimed at opening the final frontier 
to tourists. The privately built SpaceShipOne took off underneath the belly 
of a mother plane that carried it about nine miles over the Mojave Desert. 
From there, SpaceShipOne fired its engine and streaked skyward at about 
three times the speed of sound on a half-hour flight that took it more than 
62 miles high, generally considered the point where space begins.



the fall season approaches.
“Third Wave is putting signs up 

on campus reminding people that 
as days get shorter, nights are lon-
ger and it gets darker earlier,” said 
Valerie OʼRegan, Third Wave advis-
er and political science professor. 
“Remember to be more careful and 
walk with a friend.”

Additionally, “Youʼve got a 
friend” bookmarks released from the 
Womenʼs Center advise students on 
how to support friends who have dis-
closed their experiences with sexual 
assault or abuse.

Rosalina Camacho, the coordinator 
for the Womenʼs Cultural Resource 
Center said that the Womenʼs Center 
on campus is a valuable resource 
for students and works to facili-
tate the needs of sexual assault vic-
tims. Immediate crisis counseling is 
offered there as well. 

“Everyone in the office has gone 
through sexual assault training and 
two of our staff members have a 
license for counseling,” Camacho 

said.
In addition to this, self esteem-

groups, workshops and preventative 
technique presentations are offered 
by an organization that works in 
conjunction with CSUF.

Reporting suspicious activity or a 
crime is an essential part of avoiding 
future violence, Camacho said.

“You might have been lucky, but 
someone else may not,” she said.

Above all, Williams, who is in 
charge of communicating student 
safety tips to students on campus, 
advised students to combat violence 
by walking with confidence.

“If someone sees you as a victim, 
you become a victim,” he said.

 

on their income. This allows those 
faculty and staff members with two 
incomes to take advantage of the 
special housing offer.

“There are 16 people already 
on the waiting list for University 
Heights,” said Gary Delsfium, man-
ager of project planning for the CSU 
Foundation and the housing author-
ity. “And that s̓ without a formal 
announcement or advertising. Itʼs 
pretty good.”

Delsfium said he estimates that 
construction will begin in early 
2006. 

“It s̓ a long process,” Delsfium 
said. “We concluded negotiations 
with the Elks [earlier] this year. Since 
then weʼve been resurveying the 
boundaries, taking soil samples and 
working with the city of Fullerton to 
get things moving.”

With a line already forming, the 
need for projects like this at CSUF 
is apparent.

“I was basically going to get out of 
education and go back to the studio 

or have to live somewhere else to 
teach,” Cramp said. “I love the com-
munity, I have wonderful neighbors, 
and the benefits hugely outweigh any 
negative aspect.”

Cramp is not the only faculty 
member who sees the benefit of liv-
ing close to campus.  

“I think it is really crucial,” said 
Debra Diep, assistant director of the 
Center for Demographic Research, 
in an earlier interview. “It benefits 
everybody, the university can get 
employees, the employees can buy 
a home that they may not have been 
able to and the surrounding commu-
nity benefits too.”

With gargantuan real estate prices 
in Orange County, finding affordable 
housing is becoming increasingly 
difficult. Though with continued pro-
grams to keep faculty and students 
close to campus, CSUF may be on 
the way to breaking the “commuter 
school” stigma that often surrounds 
it. In the meanwhile, anxious profes-
sors and staff will just have to keep 
on commuting.

“Now it s̓ just a matter of leisurely 
driving home in 15 minutes,” Cramp 
said. “It s̓ very easy.” 

it open,” said Bush s̓ chief politi-
cal strategist, Matthew Dowd. “But 
moments like the vice presidential 
debate will matter a lot because ... 
this is somebody that could step into 
the office of the presidency at a 
moment s̓ notice.”

Just as important, Dowd said, the 
goal is to motivate partisans and seek 
the support of undecided and waver-
ing voters. “A very small, small num-
ber of persuadables,” he said.

While voters who watched the 
first presidential debate believed by 
two-to-one that Kerry did better, the 
confrontation did not produce a big 
shift in opinions of the candidates, 
according to a Pew poll released 
Monday. Bush holds a 48 percent to 

41 percent lead over Kerry among 
all voters; when the sample is nar-
rowed to likely voters, Bush holds a 
more modest 49 percent to 44 percent 
edge.

Because of his extraordinary 
influence in Bush s̓ administration, 
Cheney is an inviting target for the 
Democrats.

“Dick Cheney is a symbol of all 
the wrong choices this administration 
has made,” said Bruce Reed, a Kerry 
supporter and former domestic policy 
adviser in the Clinton administration. 
Americans are paying more money 
for things like health care, gasoline 
and college, and the economy has 
lost a million jobs, Reed said. Cheney 
“is the ultimate insider. He s̓ been 
helping administrations fail now for 
30 years.”

For his part, the vice president will 
argue that Kerry is a flip-flopping 

liberal who canʼt be entrusted with 
the nationʼs security. “Everybody 
knows that he s̓ taken 10 or 11 or 12 
different stands on Iraq and he shifts 
whichever way the wind blows,” said 
Dowd.

Bush raised the stakes in that argu-
ment Monday by telling an Iowa 
audience that Kerry s̓ policies “are 
dangerous for world peace. If they 
were implemented they would make 
this world not more peaceful, but 
more dangerous.”

Kerry s̓ camp looks at the violence 
in Iraq and asks what the administra-
tion s̓ plan is to win the war.

“Can Dick Cheney honestly look 
the American people in the eye and 
say that he and President Bush and 
the rest of the administration would 
have done absolutely nothing differ-
ently?” asked Susan Rice, a foreign 
policy adviser to Kerry-Edwards.

rehearsing eight hours a day learning 
choreography, music and scenes. 

“It s̓ exhausting, but necessary,” 
she said.

Nickerson grew up in Wilbraham, 
Mass., where at the age of 3 she 
started dancing.

“I was a hyper kid so my parents 
enrolled me in a dance class,” she 
said. “I became hooked.”

She started her theater career in 
the fourth grade as Wilber the pig in 
“Charolette s̓ Web,” which she said 
was “pretty embarrassing.”

Despite the lack of art programs at 
her high school, Nickerson said she 
was eager to do more and ventured 
out in the community by performing 
at local theaters.

“I probably did 10 shows by the 
time I graduated high school,” she 
said. 

After high school, Nickerson 
moved to California to perform with 
a song and dance troupe, the Young 
Americans, which tour the United 
States and abroad promoting music 
and art education in public school 
systems. 

After touring for more than a year 
with the troupe, Nickerson said she 
was aching to go back to school.

“I started doing research on musi-
cal theater programs in California,” 

she said. “To my surprise, the best 
musical theater program in the state 
was at CSUF, right down the street 
from where I was already living.”

Now focused on getting “Peter 
Pan” underway, Nickerson said she 
tries to remember what it was like 
going to school.

“I pulled 15-hour days on campus 
five days a week for close to four 
years. Between studying for classes, 
doing scene work for acting classes 
and rehearsals every night, I was a 
busy girl,” she said. “It was some-
thing you didnʼt think about, you 
just did.”

During the years spent at CSUF, 
Nickerson said she involved herself 
in numerous plays and musicals on 
campus, including “Dames at Sea,” 
“Grease” and “How To Succeed in 
Business Without Really Trying.”

“Doing many shows while still 
maintaining a good GPA gave me a 
more worthwhile experience than I 
could have ever asked for,” she said. 

“I feel blessed to teach at CSUF 
and admire our extremely hard work-
ing students,” said theater professor 
Jim Volz.

She is typical of the many “A-
class” theater and dance students on 
campus, Taulli said. 

“Lindsay is smart, diligent, dis-
ciplined and talented,” he said.  “It 
makes me and the rest of the musical 
theater faculty feel very proud of her 
accomplishments.”  

Taulli and Volz both went to see 
Nickerson s̓ performance in the play 
and said they thought she was “ter-
rific.” 

Despite her love of acting and per-
forming, Nickerson said she doesnʼt 
plan on doing it forever. 

“The business is too unpredict-
able,” she said.  “I like to know 
where my next paycheck is coming 
from.”

When “Peter Pan” returns home 
from tour, Nickerson said she has 
plans to get married. She also said 
she hopes to eventually go into 
teaching.

“I want to go back to school to 
get my master s̓ or credentials,” she 
said. “Who knows, I may just start 
my own company and teach musical 
theater.” 

Although her future possibilities 
are endless, Nickerson said she is 
having the time of her life in “Peter 
Pan.”

“I like knowing that for two and 
a half hours, the audience doesnʼt 
have to think about whatever is 
going on in their lives,” she said. 
“Theater provides an escape from 
reality. And with a show like ʻPeter 
Pan,  ̓ Neverland sure is a fun place 
to visit.”

“Peter Pan” will be at the La 
Mirada Theater for the Performing 
Arts until Oct.10 when the show 
leaves for a 42-week tour around the 
country.
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When Jacque Swartout lost the 
only piece of jewelry her father ever 
bought it was crucial to her that it 
be found.

“My father has never bought jew-
elry for anyone, including my moth-
er, she doesnʼt even have a wedding 
ring,” said Swartout, a graduate stu-
dent majoring in physical anthro-
pology who was swimming in the 
Rec Center pool when she lost her 

diamond pendant.
“I was in the middle lane of the 

pool, I felt my hair snag on some-
thing and so I pulled it loose,” 
Swartout said.

About an hour later is when she 
said she realized it was gone.

“I was in a meeting and I felt my 
chest because itʼs a nervous tick, 
and I always grab the stone, and it 
wasnʼt there,” she said.

Swartout said that as soon as she 
realized the diamond had been lost 
in the pool she went to talk to the 
people at the Rec Center.

When Alison Wittwer, assistant 
director of programs for the center, 
found out about Swartoutʼs diamond 
she said she had everyone in the 
pool looking for it.

“I told all the kinesiology instruc-
tors and lifeguards about the situa-
tion and they had all their students 
swimming in the pool looking for 
it,” Wittwer said.

Daniel Robinson, the facilities 
control specialist at the Physical 
Plant on campus and an avid scuba 
diver, was contacted.

“The pools are none of my busi-
ness, but Juan (Espinoza of the 
Physical Plant) contacted me because 
he knows that Iʼm a scuba diver, and 
thought that maybe I could find it,” 
Robinson said. 

The diamond had been lost in the 
pool for a week before Robinson 
was contacted about it, but when 
he heard the story, he said he didnʼt 
hesitate to join the hunt for the dia-

mond.
“I grabbed my snorkel, fins and a 

weight belt to keep me on the bot-
tom of the pool,” Robinson said.

He went several times throughout 
the course of the day because he 
only had short periods of time to 
look for it because of classes in the 
pool and open swim, both of which 
had too many people in the pool for 
him to be able to look for it. 

Since a diamond is clear in water, 
Robinson said, he had to scale the 
bottom of the pool — 16 inches at 
a time — with his hands in order to 
find it.

“I held my hand out and then 
when I found something I would say 
ʻno thatʼs not it  ̓and kept looking.” 

But within 45 minutes Robinson 

felt something promising.  
“I found the diamond with the 

backing still attached, Jacque had 
the chain still,” Robinson said.  

After the diamond was found, 
Robinson said, it was time for him 
to make a very exciting phone call 
to Swartout. 

Over the phone, Robinson said, 
Swartout had been preparing herself 
for the news that the diamond could 
not be found. 

“Daniel told me he was going 
to look for it until he found it,” 
Swartout said, but also said she 
didnʼt really believe it could be 
done.

After Robinson found the dia-
mond, he told Swartout that he 
would take it home and have his 

wife clean it for her because it had 
become tarnished from sitting at the 
bottom of the pool for a week.  

Swartout said she was over-
whelmed with how charitable 
Robinson had been. 

“Thatʼs what is so amazing about 
this, [Robinson] could have at 
any time said, ʻI never found it,ʼ” 
Swartout said. “I canʼt honestly say 
that if it were me in Danielʼs posi-
tion that I would have looked.”

Swartout said she was surprised 
to get the diamond back, but even 
more surprised by how much effort 
was put in to looking for it.

Wittwer described the situation as 
a “pay-it-forward situation,” people 
working together to do something 
good for someone else. 

Priceless pendant 
from father lost 
while swimming  
By ALICIA ELIZARRARAS
Daily Titan Staff

• Don’t walk alone at night.

• Do not go to the ATM or 
get gas at night.

• Stay away from dimly lit 
areas.

• Use the buddy system.

• Keep personal 
information safe 
to avoid identity theft.

• Be aware of your 
surroundings, 
belongings and route.

• Take advantage of the 
24–hour escort service 
available on campus.

• Walk with confidence.

Campus safety tips
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Student’s diamond found at bottom of pool

FRANCIS SZYSKOWSKI/Daily Titan Asst. Photo Editor

Call boxes are located throughout the CSUF campus for emergencies. 


