
All three debates are over, but 
many Cal State Fullerton students 
are still debating over which can-
didate they will vote for, President 
George Bush or Sen. John Kerry.

Quite a few students said they 
donʼt want Bush re-elected, but at 
the same time they donʼt care for 
Kerry either. 

About 75 students sat and watched 
the third presidential debate on 
Wednesday downstairs in the Titan 
Student Union and were served 
pizza and beverages as a part of the 
Students Vote campaign organized 
by the Associated Students Inc.

The crowd, with more men than 
women, dwindled down as the 90-
minute debate continued. Despite the 
deteriorating viewers, the applause 
and laughter were strong until the 

end. The excitement 
seemed to be high for the 
political science majors 
watching the two big 
screen TVs attentively. 

Rich Claucas, a politi-
cal science graduate stu-
dent, was one of many in 
attendance who said he 
feels that as long as Bush 
is not elected he doesnʼt 
care who the next presi-
dent will be.

“Anyone but Bush, 
unless itʼs Nader,” 
Claucas said.

Other students 
expressed their doubts 
about Bush and Kerry, 
pointing out that neither candidate 
was someone they wanted running 
the country. 

“I donʼt have the strongest confi-
dence in either candidate so I donʼt 
really favor one over the other,” said 
Sean Seeley, a senior psychology 
major.

Others felt that looking to former 
presidents might be the best answer.

“I think Bill Clinton is best for 
the job,” said Sunny Vohra, a senior 
biology major. “I donʼt like the can-
didates that are running.”

One reason students might not 
have gained a better view of one 
candidate over the other during the 
debates might have been due to 
the moderation, said Merlin Diaz, a 
senior fine arts major.

 “Questions were watered down 
and generic,” Diaz said. “The ques-
tions were leaded by the moderator. 
They werenʼt open questions.”

Some student thought the issues 
that were addressed were OK.

“I would have liked for topics 
on prison and mental health to be 

brought up,” said Tina Danesh, a 
senior human services major.

Diaz, who watched all three 
debates, said he thought the com-
petitors were able to hold their 
ground, but it seemed to be the same 
things being regurgitated, making 
the answers generic. Claucas agreed 
and said it was the same stuff, which 
is why he avoids watching debates.

“I was waiting for the explosion 
but it didnʼt happen,” he said.

Although Diaz said he doesnʼt 
see a difference between Bush and 

Kerry as far as what they will actu-
ally accomplish, he does notice their 
debating-style differences.

“Bush wasnʼt answering questions 
and Kerry was pointing that out,” he 
said. “It was also interesting to see 
Bush s̓ reactions. It s̓ obvious Kerry 
is more eloquent and intelligent.”

The debates didnʼt seem to have 
helped those students who were in 
the middle, but for those who did 
know who they were leaning toward, 
Diaz said, their pre-established con-
victions were sealed. 
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Professor Diane Witwer and six 
students from her capstone public 
relations management class at Cal 
State Fullerton have joined efforts 
with the Volunteer and Service 
Center to promote the 20th annual 
AIDS Walk Los Angeles, which will 
take place on Sunday, Oct. 17.

Joel Torrez, a community service 
leader at the center, said the cam-
paign was something that has been 
done in the past.

“The communication students 
approached me and wanted to help 
kick off the event,” said Torrez, a 
junior human services major, who 
also said he was very grateful for 
the help.

Susie Gonzalez, a senior pub-
lic relations major, said she and 
her classmates were supposed to 
work for a non-profit organization 
in Fullerton as part of their class 
project. 

The Volunteer and Service Center 
provided the students with a good 
opportunity, Gonzalez said.

For approximately three weeks, 
the public relations students took 
turns manning a booth in front of 
Titan Shops, where they registered 
members from the CSUF commu-
nity and accepted donations for the 
walk.

“Itʼs a collaborative effort from 
Cal State Fullerton students,” said 
Adrienne Marquez, a senior pub-
lic relations and American studies 
major.

Students sold square pieces of 
fabric for $2 that will be made into 
an AIDS Walk quilt after the 10K 
walk.

Titans  collaborate 
in an effort to raise 
awareness, support
By LINDA HO
Daily Titan Staff

Students doubt debates 
Students at 
the Titan 
Student 
Union watch 
the third and 
final debate 
between 
President 
George W. 
Bush and 
Senator 
John Kerry 
live from 
Arizona State 
University.

SALVADOR AGUILAR/For the Daily Titan

Although peace in the Middle East 
is not an oxymoron, it can still be a 
tough thing to find, even when navi-
gating with the White Houseʼs “Road 
Map to Peace.”  

While Orange County is not yet 
on this map, speakers at the Anaheim 
United Methodist Church addressed 
the Middle East conflict in what was 
titled, “The Race for Justice Forum.” 
Christians, Muslims and Jews, said 
Pastor Preston Price, have common 
ground. 

“Our common spiritual ancestor is 
Abraham…who received a covenant 
from God…saying ʻI will be your 
God and you will be my people,ʼ” 
said Price, who is a part of the 
Anaheim United Methodist Church,   

Price said he interprets this cov-
enant as extending to all people, to 
all religions. 

“We can be certain of Godʼs will 
for peace, for dialogue, for justice 
and for us to behave as a human 
family rather than as enemies and 
strangers with one another.”

Priceʼs remarks opened “The Race 
for Justice Forum” held at Anaheim 
United Methodist Church on Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. Representatives from 
Hindu, Muslim, Jewish, Christian 
and Bahai faiths spoke about the 
need for peace and justice in the 
Middle East, often emphasizing the 
common ground that their religions 
shared with one another.

Forum 
held for 
finding 
peace
Clergy, politicians 
and professors speak 
about Middle East  
By DAVID BARRY
Daily Titan Asst. Copy Editor

CSUF viewers feel 
they still canʼt trust 
either candidate 
By LEEANN MORRISSEY
Daily Titan Staff

Associated 
Students Inc.  

Production 
will be show-

ing Michael 
Moore’s 

Fahrenheit 
9/11 today,  

at 6 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. in 
Pavilion A in 

the TSU at 
no charge. 
The direc-

tor, Michael 
Moore, 

spoke in San 
Diego county 

Tuesday. 
Full story 

in Monday’s 
issue. 
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This year marks the 28th anniver-
sary of the designation of October 
as Italian-American Heritage Month 
by the president of the United States. 
Coinciding with the festivities sur-
rounding Columbus Day, the procla-
mation recognizes the many achieve-
ments, contributions and successes of 
Americans of Italian decent as well as 
Italians in America.

More than 5.4 million Italians immi-
grated to the United States between 
1820 and 1992. Today there are 26 
million Americans of Italian decent 
in the United States, making them the 
fifth largest ethnic group, according to 
the U.S. Census Bureau.

This country was even named after 
an Italian, the explorer and geogra-
pher Amerigo Vespucci, who discov-

ered America along with Christopher 
Columbus.

The 1.5 million Italian-Americans 
who reside in California are organiz-
ing many events to celebrate their 
heritage and the students at Cal State 
Fullerton are no exception.

David Kilgo, an Associated Students 
Inc. member and a senior double 
majoring in political science and 
speech communications, started the 
Italian-American Student Association 
this semester. He has already recruited 
30 members and said Italian culture 
is not recognized on the West Coast 
other than in television and film.

“I was talking with other Italian-
Americans about some of the things 
weʼve encountered on the West Coast, 
like being mistaken for a Latino, when 
weʼre Latin, and people asking if 
weʼre in the ʻfamily,ʼ” Kilgo said. “So 
I decided to start this club to showcase 
other sides of the Italian culture that 
might not always be explored.”

Kilgo said the club s̓ purpose is to 
increase understanding and respect 
not only for Italian culture, but also 

all cultures by promoting awareness 
of how everyone can contribute to a 
global culture. The group will be plan-
ning some events for Italian-American 
Heritage Month, but nothing has been 
finalized yet, Kilgo said.

“It s̓ important to celebrate Italian 
heritage because our heritage makes 
up a part of who and what we are,” 
Kilgo said. “Without acknowledging 
and celebrating part of your past, I do 
not believe one can have a fulfilling 
future.”

Many students and faculty on cam-
pus said they had no idea it was 
Italian-American Heritage Month; 
not even the Italians. Many of them 
said they considered October to be 
National Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month. Even CSUF men s̓ soccer 
coach, Al Mistri, who was born and 
raised in Bologna, Italy, said he didnʼt 
know October was a month meant to 
celebrate his culture.

“Iʼm stuck in a very modern time 
and even though I celebrate my cul-

History and heritage 
are more than just 
pasta and the mafia
By CRYSTAL LAFATA
Daily Titan Staff

Italian-Americans celebrated

The three-strikes law that has been 
in effect since 1995 could be amended 
pending voter approval of Proposition 
66. If approved, Proposition 66 would 
only allow life convictions for those 
convicted of three violent felonies, 
and would negate life sentences of 
those serving time for committing 
two violent felonies and one non-vio-
lent crime.  

Orange County resident Slam 
Clauder, who wrote the draft for the 
initial 1994 three-strikes initiative, 
Proposition 184, said that reform is 
necessary in order fully realize the 
law s̓ concept on KOCE s̓ broadcast 
of the show “Real Orange.”

“You want to change the law so 
that it returns to the original intent 
of the voters,” he said. “It should 

apply to only violent crimes, not to 
petty criminals. And by doing so, it 
will allow a one time re-sentencing 
of non-violent offenders that could 
result in a saving of $750 million a 
year for taxpayers, as well as a billion 
dollars of prison construction costs.”

Also on the show was Orange 
County District Attorney Tony 
Rackauckas, who said the result of 
freeing many violent criminals at 
once makes it a priceless situation.  

“When you think about it, a lot of 
people are going to be let out of pris-
on,” Rackauckas said. “Thousands of 
people, violent criminals, are going 
to be let out of prison… just to put a 
price on it and say this is going to save 
so much money. It might save money 
on prison beds, but it s̓ going to cost 
us on the other end when all these 
people have to come back to court…I 
think the worst part is all these people 
that are going to be victimized by 
crime when these criminals are let 
back out. I think it s̓ a travesty.”

Rackauckas said the fallout would 
be similar to what happened in the late 

ʻ70s when the state adopted determi-
nate sentencing, which limited a judg-
es  ̓ power over sentencing, in turn 
leading to criminals being released 
only to commit more crimes.

Clauder said he originally sup-
ported the three-strikes law because 
of what happened with determinate 
policies, but was tricked into think-
ing the three-strikes law only applied 
to violent crimes. More than 26,000 
prisoners are serving time on a sec-
ond and third strike for non-violent 
crimes, he said.

Peter Camejo spoke at Cal State 
Fullerton in favor of Prop. 66 at a 
campus rally. He said there are too 
many loop holes in the law and that 
people funding the fight against the 
proposition profit from sending peo-
ple to prison and building prisons. 

This is sentiment that was also 
echoed by speaker Donna Warren, 
who ran as Camejoʼs Lieutenant 
Governor in California s̓ 2003 recall 
election. She said that the current law 
is indicative of the state s̓ corruption.  

“Twenty-five states have the three 

strikes law. California is the only 
place that sends people to prison for 
life for committing petty crimes,” 
she said. 

“It says something about this state. 
It says something about the politi-
cians and their spineless selves. It s̓ 
a law that spineless politicians have 
not only to control, but also to build 
the biggest business in California: the 
prison system. For the love of man-
kind, say yes to 66,” she said. 

Others supporting the proposition 
include the ACLU, the Democratic 
Party of California, California Labor 
Federation and the editorial boards of 
the San Jose Mercury News and San 
Francisco Chronicle. 

Those opposed to Proposition 66 
include Crime Victims United of 
California, the California District 
Attorneys Association and the edito-
rial board of the San Diego Tribune.

Prop. 66 changes 3-strikes law 
If measure passes, 
petty crimes wonʼt 
lead to life sentences
By ALI DORRI
Daily Titan Staff

Read up on this and 
other ballot measures
See Voter Guide, page 2
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Political poster boys



NY Times deceived by student letters
DURHAM, N.C. – A group of high school students in a summer program 

at Duke University managed to get several letters published in The New 
York Times – some under false pretenses – at the urging of a professor, an 
editor for the newspaper said. The Times generally does not publish letters 
written for class assignments, but used 17 letters to the editor in a month 
from students in Mark Duckenfieldʼs international relations course. Thomas 
Feyer, letter editor for the newspaper, said students, at the instruction of 
Duckenfield, wrote the letters about subjects ranging from the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict to American consumption as if they were submitted 
from their hometowns instead of Durham. Two students used pseudonyms 
after having previous letters published, and another letter, published Aug. 1, 
contained a misleading statement.
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FDA approves use of chip in patients
WASHINGTON – A tiny computer chip approved Wednesday for implan-

tation in a patientʼs arm can speed vital information about a patientʼs medi-
cal history to doctors and hospitals. But critics warn that it could open new 
ways to imperil the confidentiality of medical records. The Food and Drug 
Administration said Wednesday that Applied Digital Solutions of Delray 
Beach, Fla., could market the VeriChip, an implantable computer chip about 
the size of a grain of rice, for medical purposes.
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Thursday
The CSUF Voter Education forum 

will take place today from 1p.m. to 
2:30 p.m. in the TSU Pavilion.  The 
event will feature elected officials, 
including Sen. Joe Dunn, speaking 
on issues on the November bal-
lot.  For additional information, call 
(714) 278-2414.

 
“The Changing Face of Politics,” 

a presentation by Congresswoman 
Loretta Sanchez, will take place 
today in the TSU Pavilion from 1 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The Lesbian Gay Bisexual 
Alliance will be holding a workshop 
to address STD prevention as well 
as tips for improving your love life.  
The event will take place in the 
TSU, room 202, from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Free Bowling Thursdays contin-
ues its tradition of providing CSUF 
students with ID affordable enter-
tainment in the TSU Underground. 
The fun starts at 3 p.m. and runs 
until the wee hour of 7 p.m.

“Current Political Issues,”  part 
of CSUFʼs Continuing Experience 
Political Series 2004, will take place 
today at the Ruby Gerontology 
Center at 10 a.m. Rick Rieff of 
the Orange County Business Journal 
and Will Swaim, editor of the OC 
Weekly, will present a point/coun-
terpoint presentation.  For additional 
information, call (714) 278-2446.

Pianist Michael Schutze will be 
performing at the Performing Arts 
Center at 8 p.m.  For additional 
information, call (714) 278-3371.  

Friday
Titan volleyball will face off 

against Utah State tonight at 7 p.m. 
in the Titan Gymnasium.  For addi-
tional information, call (714) 278-
CSUF.

Saturday
CSUFʼs Fall Preview Day will 

take place today starting at 9 p.m.  
The event offers prospective stu-
dents and their parents the chance 
to discover the many educational 
opportunities available at the uni-
versity. Activities include tours, 
fairs and workshops.  For additional 
information, call (714) 278-2086.

All events are free and on campus 
unless otherwise indicated. If you 
would like to have a specific entry put 
in the calendar section, please send 
an e-mail to news@dailytitan.com.

News
 BIN RIEF

Autumn leaves cover the Arboretum grounds reflecting changing seasons even in Southern California. 
Admission is free, priced just for you. 

SEAN ANGLADO/Daily Titan

Leaf me alone Weekend
OCT. 14-16, 2004

Nation

Preacher says Superman is gay 

According to a Topeka, Kansas 
preacher, that is precisely what he is 
suggesting and wants to ban every-
thing from “Superman” comic books 
to re-runs of the old black and white 
television series. 

“What kind of MAN runs around 
in tights or leotards?” he said. “I 
tell you there is a homosexual con-
spiracy trying to turn all of our 
young boys into homosexuals. It 
started with these cartoons or comic 
books and you see it openly on tele-
vision.”

Compiled from bizarrenews.com
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Low 60°
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Sunny 
Low 58°

Saturday, Oct. 16
Partly Cloudy 
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Partly Cloudy 
Low 58°
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6 GIs die in Iraq, Allawi warns Fallujah
BAGHDAD, Iraq – A suicide attack and roadside bombings killed six 

American soldiers, and Iraqʼs prime minister warned residents of insurgent 
bastion Fallujah on Wednesday to hand over terror mastermind Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi or face military action. Al-Zarqawiʼs Tawhid and Jihad group has 
claimed responsibility for beheading several foreign hostages and for car 
bombings throughout the country, and a videotape posted Wednesday on an 
Islamic Web site showed militants linked to al-Zarqawi beheading two Iraqis 
they accused of being intelligence officers.

“Mr. Penn … Itʼs not that we 
donʼt think you are smart or well-
informed. Itʼs that somehow your 
public chastising of our political 
leadership is, even when dead-on 
target, really... irksome … obvi-
ously we cannot force silence upon 
you. Perhaps you could express your 
opinions through the medium of act-
ing, in which you are of unparalleled 
skill, and not on Larry King, where 
you seem like kind of a douche.”

-An open letter to Sean Penn in 
“America (The Book): A Citizenʼs 
Guide to Democracy Inaction.”

Compiled from sfgate.com and “America 

(The Book).”

Officials to investigate voter fraud
PORTLAND, Ore. – Oregon officials have opened an investigation 

into alleged improper voter registration practices, Secretary of State Bill 
Bradbury said Wednesday. The investigation follows a television report in 
which a paid-per-registration canvasser said he had been instructed only to 
accept registrations from Republicans, and that he “might” destroy those 
from Democrats. It was not immediately clear what group employed the 
canvasser.

High court weighs juvenile death penalty
WASHINGTON – The Supreme Court on Wednesday struggled to assess 

the morality and propriety of states  ̓executing murderers who killed at age 
16 or 17 _ the ultimate punishment carried out in few places outside the 
United States. The court has outlawed executions for those 15 and under 
when they committed their crimes. Still, 19 states allow the death penalty 
for those older teenage killers.



Some universities have recy-
cling programs that are equipped 
with individual bins, separated and 
labeled as “plastic,” “paper,” or 
“glass.”   Cal State Fullerton is not 
one of those universities.

One CSUF staff member said he 
remembered a recycling program 
of a similar kind at the university 
that suddenly disappeared. 

But the truth is the program has 
not disappeared and recycling is 
happening every day when students 
dump their plastic Pepsi bottles 
or scrap papers in the trash cans 
around campus.

The city of Fullerton does away 
with recyclable materials by hiring 
a disposal service to sift through 
the universityʼs waste, picking out 
what can be recycled.

This method has been employed 
since the beginning of 2000, when 
AB 939, a bill introduced to help 
with the diversion of waste from 
Californiaʼs  landfills, asked cities 
to recycle at least 50 percent of 
their waste.

CSUF has met the criteria of the 
1989 bill, diverting 81 percent of 
its waste in 2003, according to the 
State Agency Waste Management 
Annual Report.

“The [university] has recycled 
on a large scale,” said Willem Van 
Der Pol, director of the CSUF 
Physical Plant. 

He added that construction waste 
made up a large part of CSUFʼs 

recycled matter last year, allowing 
the school to recycle closer to 50 or 
60 percent of its waste.

For example, if a parking lot 
had been dismantled, the asphalt 
would be reused as a sub-base for 
other building projects, Van Der 
Pol said. Concrete, asphalt and 
rubble accounted for most of the 
tonnage diverted last year, with 
almost 5,000 tons recovered.

CSUF processes its waste 
through a material recovery facility. 
The waste is then sent to the cityʼs 
disposal service to pass through a 
conveyor-style system where recy-
clable items are recovered.

Dave Ault, executive director of 
MG Disposal, said Fullerton has 
been diverting between 55 to 57 
percent of its waste from landfills.

“Fullerton has always been [in 
this] range,” Ault said. “The city 
has unconditional approval, which 
means it has the highest [rating] a 
city can have for recycling.”

Ault said cities that do not com-
ply with the bill can be fined up 
to $10,000 per day until the city 
begins to recycle properly.

Heather Sowers, assistant plan-
ner for the city of Fullerton, said 
the method of outsourcing the sep-
aration of recyclable materials was 
decided on because it was easier to 
mandate recycling throughout the 
entire community. 

“People can still refund their 
bottles and cans throughout 
Fullerton,” she said. “There are 
collection centers at some grocery 
stores. Collection centers are also 
located at elementary schools.”

Sowers said MG Disposal 
donates the money gathered by 
recycling at schools through a fund 
raising program.

Brian Christie, manager of the 
CSUF Physical Plant, said the 
recycling program at the university 
is an efficient one.

“One hundred percent [of waste] 
goes into the recycling process,” 
Christie said.

Christie said only materials used 
for work at CSUF can be recovered 
by the plant. 

These materials include batter-
ies, furniture, printer and copier 
cartridges, and light bulbs, just to 
name a few.  

Van Der Pol said he believes the 
recycling program at CSUF is now 
more cost-efficient than those at 

other universities.
Cal State Fullerton would have 

to build special facilities to recycle 
all the materials on campus, Van 
Der Pol said.

“Custodians would have to pick 
up different bins from offices and 
other areas on campus,” he said. 
“The whole process requires a 
large investment, as well as more 
personnel.”

“This is the wave of the future,” 
Van Der Pol said. “We want to 
think in a large scale, which soon 
becomes competitive. Recycling 
has to become an industry in order 
to be fully successful.”
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“People were very receptive,” 
said Gonzalez. “A lot of people 
couldnʼt donate, but wanted to par-
ticipate in the walk.”

The Cal State Fullerton and 
Volunteer and Service Center AIDS 
Walk team has registered about 45 
students so far and members said 
they hope to walk together this 
Sunday, said Gonzalez.  The team 
has a link on the AIDS Walkʼs Web 
site where students can also register. 
Pre-registered teams can range from 
two to 500 people.

According to the AIDS Walk of 
Los Angeles  ̓ Web site, the walk 
is the largest fundraiser event for 
the AIDS cause in all of Southern 
California. 

In 2003, about 25,000 walkers 
and 1,000 volunteers raised more 
than $2.6 million to support the 
AIDS Project L.A. and other Los 
Angeles-based organizations dedi-
cated to the research, treatment and 

service of people affected by HIV 
and AIDS.

“We all had a passion for the 
project,” said Gonzalez, referring to 
her and her classmates  ̓decision to 
work on behalf of the walk.

Gonzalez said working on the 
promotion has shown her that when 
a group of busy students have the 
same goal, anything is possible.

“I learned that you have to be 
really focused on what you want to 
accomplish,” Gonzalez said. “And 
teamwork is very important.”

Torrez said this event would count 
toward the Titans  ̓ 100K Hours of 
Service, a program that began in 
the 2002-2003 academic year that 
records the community service 
efforts of the CSUF community.

“Our goal is to get 100,000 hours 
of service this year,” Torrez said. 
“So far, we have 50,692 hours.”

The AIDS Walk is scheduled 
to begin at 8:30 a.m. in West 
Hollywood and will hold celebrity 
guest appearances and musical per-
formances.

from page 1
AIDS WALK

Bharat Zala, representing a Hindu 
organization, spoke of the impor-
tance of non-violence and quoted a 
United Nations speech from 2000 
that emphasized the common aspira-
tions of different faiths.

 “It is my understanding that 
all sides in the Middle East have 
legitimate concerns, justifiable fears 
and understandable anxieties,” said 
Randall Dobbs, speaking on behalf 
of the Bahai faith.

Dobbs said that although reli-
gion is supposed to bring peace and 
brotherhood, it is also an obstacle. 
He named fanaticism — religious 
and national — as impediments to 
the peace process. Dobbs acknowl-
edged the shortcomings of the 

United Nations, but maintained that 
it holds an essential role in promot-
ing peace.

“Peace requires an adjustment of 
national political attitudes, which 
now verge on anarchy in the absence 
of clearly defined laws or univer-
sally accepted and enforceable prin-
cipals,” Dobbs said. “The crisis for 
peace calls on religious leadership 
to make a break from the past, to 
renounce exclusive and privileged 
access to the truth…We must hon-
estly address…that God is one and 
that, beyond all diversity of cultural 
expression and human interpreta-
tion, religion is, likewise, one.”

Judge James Gray, who orga-
nized  the forum, is on leave from 
the Orange County Superior Court 
while running as a Libertarian can-
didate for the U.S. Senate. 

He said the evening was not a 

political event, but a personal effort 
to promote peace in the Middle 
East. In addition to speakers from 
different religions, Gray also invited 
speakers with secular backgrounds.

Stephen Simon, a Cal State 
Fullerton philosophy professor, 
spoke about the need for making 
peace versus discovering peace, 
emphasizing that peace is not a found 
object, but something that has to be 
created. When Simon made critical 
remarks of the current Middle East 
peace attempts, Gray walked toward 
him, then stopped a few feet from of 
the podium. 

Simon paused, looked over at Gray 
and remarked that he would finish 
speaking momentarily, although he 
had not been talking very long.

Another awkward moment 
occurred during Alison Weirʼs 
speech. 

Weir, the executive director of 
If Americans Knew, an organiza-
tion aimed at educating the public 
on issues around the Middle East, 
spoke pointedly against Israelʼs 
policy toward Palestine and sug-
gested that Americans can influence 
the Middle East peace process by 
protesting U.S. financial support of 
Israel.  

Gray approached the podium 
and interrupted Weir, asking her to 
respect the guidelines of the forum. 
After an injection from the crowd to 
let Weir continue, she said, “Now 
hereʼs the way we stop the killing, 
first of all, by speaking honestly and 
without censoring one another.”

Weir proposed that both sides 
acknowledge the level of violence 
occurring. Only then, Weir said, can 
there be apology, forgiveness and 
peace.
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Campus recycling 
program continues
CSUF waste is put to 
good use as it helps to 
improve environment
By CASEY RITTENHOUSE
Daily Titan Staff

President Bush and Sen. John 
Kerry clashed on whether the impor-
tation of cheaper prescription drugs 
from Canada or other countries 
should become legal in a debate last 
week.

Bush said he believes his sole 
purpose is to protect the safety and 
well-being of the American people, 
thus opposing the importation of 
cheaper drugs.

“The security of our drug sup-
ply is a priority,” Bush said to 
The Associated Press. “Any drug 
importation plan must guarantee 
Americans the safety and effective-
ness they currently have under the 
gold-standard for the Food and Drug 
Administration.”

White House statements have 
also said it would be impossible 
to determine whether drugs from 
other countries are safe or if they 
are counterfeit, according to The 
Associated Press.

John Kerry said he believes the 
government should allow the re-
importation of cheaper drugs so 
seniors and underprivileged citi-
zens who need the drugs can afford 
them.

“Itʼs right to allow re-importation 
of safe, FDA-approved prescription 
drugs to give our seniors afford-
able access to the substantial dis-
counts for prescriptions available in 
Canada and other countries,” Kerry 
said to The Associated Press. “I 
will allow individuals, pharmacists, 
wholesalers and distributors to re-
import FDA-approved prescription 
drugs from other countries at lower 
prices with systems to ensure safety 
as well as lower costs.”

Chad Briggs, a Cal State Fullerton 
political science professor, said he 
agrees with Kerryʼs claims. 

“I lived in Canada for three years, 
and was always surprised at how 
inexpensive prescription medication 
was there,” Briggs said. “To this 

day, when I travel to Canada, I buy 
medication like Allegra there for 
one-third the price.”

According to one Kaiser Family 
Foundation and Harvard University 
School of Public Health poll, approx-
imately 80 percent of Americans sup-
port importing drugs from Canada 
and, according to www.thenation.
com, Americans paid 67 percent 
more than Canadians for patented 
drug products in 2002.

In St. Paul, Minnesota, senior 
citizens travel to Winnipeg, Canada 
on an 8-hour bus ride to obtain 
the medications they need. Illinois 
and Wisconsin have also launched 
“I-Saverk,” the nationʼs first state-
sponsored program to help consum-
ers buy cheaper prescription drugs 
from Canada and other countries, 
according to www.thenation.com.

Bush, though, still contends that 
legalizing drug importation will hurt 
the American drug industry.

“I agree with Bush because the 
U.S. cannot afford to lose any more 
jobs,” said Antonio Vasquez, a 
CSUF sophomore. “Our economy is 
sluggish, so the loss of pharmaceuti-
cal employees would increase the 
unemployment rate. The goal is to 
decrease the unemployment rate.”

Bush also said the drugs imported 
from other countries might not be 
safe, which some are suggesting is 
just a way to fool the public into 
compliance with the pharmaceutical 
industry.

“Bush, like Clinton before him, 
has taken an enormous amount of 
money from the drug industry,” said 
Bert Buzan, a political science pro-
fessor. “Like Clinton before him, he 
is raising an issue of the safety of 
Canadian drugs that seems suspi-
cious to me.”

Briggs agrees.
“Of course there are risks with 

any mail-order medications, but 
there is no reason to think that it is 
any more dangerous to order from 
Canada then from an online source 
in the U.S.,” Briggs said. “Bush said 
in the debate that ʻwe need to make 
sure that itʼs safe,  ̓ but he needs to 
indicate why he considers Canadian 
health standards to be lower than 
those in the U.S.”

Drug imports 
still a hot topic
Candidates clash over   
bringing in Canadian 
medications 
By KYLE McCORY
Daily Titan Staff

A worker sifts through recyclable materials as part of Cal State Fullerton’s 
recycling program.  It’s just another day on the job to help the environment.
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ture as a daily routine, I had no 
clue about Italian-American Heritage 
Month,” Mistri said. He said he vis-
its Italy often and recently took the 
men s̓ soccer team there to study 
Italian soccer and culture.

Los Angeles is one of the only 
big cities in America without a Little 
Italy district. Mistri said he thinks 
this is because of lack of interest and 
that people are unwilling to stand up 
for what they want. He also said he 
believes Italians in America try to 
blend in, which he admitted to doing 

too, adding that he would support an 
effort for a Little Italy district in Los 
Angeles. However, others feel L.A. 
just doesnʼt need one.

“Some say that Italy is its food, and 
if that is the case, then we have a mini 
Italy everywhere,” Kilgo said.

Some Italians have stood up for 
what they want and proved to others 
that there is a large number of Italian-
Americans in Los Angeles, which is 
ranked sixth in a list of cities with 
the most Americans of Italian decent, 
according to the U.S. Census Bureau.

Comedian Jimmy Kimmel and 
Doug DeLuca turned a chat about 
their childhoods into an annual three-

day Italian festival that they hope will 
someday lead to a Little Italy district 
in Los Angeles. The September event 
is free, but the “Prima Notte,” mean-
ing the first night preview, has been 
star-studded and elegant in the past, 
running guests $100 to $250. 

Tommy Lasorda, Adam Carrolla, 
Quentin Tarantino and Ray Liotta 
attended the event and this past 
September the proceeds went to 
charities such as the Los Angeles 
Police Department s̓ program for at-
risk youths. There are many things 
going on in California that people can 
get involved with to celebrate Italian-
American Heritage Month. 

The James Bridges Theatre in 
Melnitz Hall on UCLA̓ s Westwood 
campus will be showing Italian films 
and television shows from their 
archives. From Oct. 8 to Nov. 3, they 
will be showing a number of works 
by Italian director Luchino Visconti. 
All films are presented in Italian with 
English subtitles. 

Some CSUF students said they 
would be interested in learning more 
about the Italian culture even though 
they arenʼt Italian themselves.

“Iʼm not Italian, but I think it s̓ 
good to know where others came 
from,” said Amanda Gill, a criminal 
justice major.
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