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Chase Battaglia smokes from a hookah during the Middle Eastern 
Student Society’s Eid celebration, which signifies the end of Ramadan.

FRANCIS SZYSKOWSKI/Daily Titan Asst. Photo Editor

Hooked on hookah

WASHINGTON — President 
Bush has chosen national secu-
rity adviser Condoleezza Rice to 
replace Colin Powell as secre-
tary of state in his second term, a 
senior administration official said 
Monday.

Powell, a retired four-star gen-
eral who often clashed with mem-
bers of the administration on Iraq 
and other foreign policy issues, 
resigned in a Cabinet exodus that 
promises a starkly different look 
to President Bushʼs second-term 
team.

The White House on Monday 
announced Powellʼs exit along 
with the resignations of Education 
Secretary Rod Paige, Agriculture 
Secretary Ann Veneman and Energy 

Secretary Spencer Abraham. 
Stephen Hadley, deputy national 
security adviser, will replace Rice, 
the official said on condition of 
anonymity.

Most of the speculation on a 
successor to Powell has centered 

on Rice, who is generally seen as 
more hawkish and is one of Bushʼs 
closest advisers. She is widely con-
sidered the presidentʼs first choice 
for the top diplomat job despite 
reports that she intends to return 
to California — she was provost at 

Stanford University — or was hop-
ing to replace Donald Rumsfeld as 
defense secretary.

The resignations are on par with 
what other presidents who have 
won second terms have experi-
enced.

Some angry Californians are 
campaigning for the secession of 
California from the United States. 

One of those people is Jeff 
Morrissette, the founder of the 
Committee to Explore California 
Secession. He doesnʼt see California 
secession as plausible, but thinks it s̓ 
a good idea to start circulating. 

“More than anything I am serious 
about exploring this. It may not be 
realistic but it s̓ worth talking about,” 
Morrissette said. 

Morrissette said there are many 
factors to why California should 
secede, namely the economic factor.  

“I donʼt know why Californians 
werenʼt more outraged about the 
California energy crisis and bank-
ruptcy,” he said. 

Morrissette also said he wants reli-
gious conservatives in government 
to have a “hands off” approach in 
decisions such as women s̓ rights and 
gay marriage. He said if the direction 
of these issues changed, it would put 
more people on his side for seces-
sion. 

“If we go down a road where reli-
gious conservatives turn over Roe vs. 
Wade and gay marriage I think that 
will hit home with a lot of people,” 
he said.

Not stopping at California as one 
state, Morrissette, recognizing that 
there are counties in California that 

are primarily blue or red, says that 
California should also be divided 
between the blue and red and then 
secede. 

Morrissette is not the first person 
to come up with the idea of California 
seceding. There are several petitions 
in favor of California secession on 
the Internet as well as one website, 
“US out of San Francisco,” with 
an online petition created after this 
year s̓ election with the goal of sepa-
rating San Francisco from the rest of 
the United States. 

Although it might seem to a small 
number of people that secession is 
the best way, not every one is sold 
on the idea.

“The idea that people are so inter-
ested with separating from the United 
States because things didnʼt go their 
way is ridiculous,” said Vladik 
Yefimov, a California resident for the 
last ten years who emigrated from 
Russia. “I am proud to be a citizen 
of the United States, even if things 
donʼt go my way, I know that we, the 
people, helped make the decision, not 
the government.”  

Alan Saltzstein, a CSUF politi-
cal science professor and chair of 
the Division of Political Science and 
Criminal Justice, shares a similar 
opinion. 

“I have no idea how it could be 
done. It would require throwing out 
our current constitution,” Saltzstein 
said. “I think it s̓ a crazy idea.”

At this time, there doesnʼt appear 
to be any concern among officials. 

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has 
never commented on the idea of 
California seceding from the union, 
said his aide Darrel Ng.

With his smiling eyes, curling 
hair and a serving smile, Sen. John 
Vasconcellos is making his way 
around the state giving thanks to all 
of his supporters. 

After 38 years of service, 30 in the 
California State Assembly and eight 
in the State Senate, the termed out 
Vasconcellos said he wants to go to 
a place where he will never be cold 
again: Maui, Hawaii.

Vasconcellos does not only repre-
sent his hometown in Silicon Valley, 
but also many

Californians who strive to make 
their state a better place to live.

During his years in politics, 
Vasconcellos has served as the chair 
of the Committee on

Education, the Select Committee 
on Economic Development, the 
Subcommittee on Aging and Long 
Term Care and co-chaired on the Joint 

Committee on Preparing California 
for the 21st Century.

His biggest contribution, he said, 
was “to bring self-esteem into the 
recognition of the major issues within 
each one of us.”

Vasconcellos is one of two people 
who have been in the Senate the 
longest, and he said that within those 
years in office, “I had 36 million lives 
in my hand and it has been a great 
opportunity and responsibility.”

Vasconcellos paid his respects to 
Cal State Fullerton last Thursday 
and President Milton A. Gordon was 
there to introduce him to the audi-
ence, saying “legend is overused, but 
not for Vasconcellos.”

Gordon added that Vasconcellos 
“is a profound supporter of educa-
tion,” and through hard work and 
dedication, Vasconcellos made an 
impact on many students  ̓ lives. As 
one of the main coordinators of the 
Education Opportunity Program, he 
helped students get through college 
and graduate, giving those who donʼt 
have financial support an opportunity 
to make a difference in their lives. 

Therse Mosqueda Ponce, one 
of the speakers, said that because 

Vasconcellos is a great supporter of 
education, many students all over 
California and many at CSUF, includ-
ing herself, were able to get their 
degrees and become lawyers, coun-
selors or accomplish their dreams in 
general.

Attorney Vitthara Tran graduated 
form CSUF in 1992 with a bachelor s̓ 
degree in business administration and 
said that Vasconcellos made it pos-
sible for him to get an education and 
to be where he is now.

Others also agreed with Vitthara. 
“We need more senators like him 

… with his train of thought,” said 
Susana Fierro, administrative coordi-
nator of Student Academic Services, 
later adding that she has heard many 
people talk about him and how many 
people he has impacted.

As founder of the California Task 
Force to Promote Self Esteem and 
Personal and Social Responsibility and 
the Assembly Democratic Economic 
Prosperity Team, Vasconcellos has 
made an effort to make a difference 
in this divided state.

According to his Web site, not 

Rice to replace Powell 
Bush reorganizes 
presidential cabinet 
for next four years
The Associated Press

Vasconcellos is termed 
out, recalls his years in 
California Legislature
By ASHLEY HEGLAR
Daily Titan Staff

Political groups 
want California 
to secede Union
Radical proposal stems 
from disatisfaction of 
presidential election
By LAURA BEYER
Daily Titan Staff

Senator retires, gives thanks 

Between the piling credit card 
bills, car insurance and apartment 
rent, many college students feel 
short-changed when it comes to 
their finances.

In response to the financial prob-
lems troubling college students, the 
Finance Department offers Finance 
310, a course about personal finan-
cial management.

The course informs students on 
a wide spectrum of financial issues 
including insurance, income taxes, 
budgeting, credit cards and the stock 
market, but first starts with a finan-
cial self-analysis that includes a 
statement of future financial goals.

“I ask my students to analyze 
their spending patterns and less than 
one-half of them say they are happy 
with their current financial situa-
tion,” Professor Charles Schroeder 
said.

In “Theyʼre Baaaaack:  Card 
Marketers on Campus”, an article 
by Kate Fitzgerald, the author talks 
about on-campus credit card solicita-
tion and the high price students pay 
for having credit cards.  She wrote 
that students are suffering in school 
and going bankrupt because of their 
spending habits, a topic that Finance 
310 covers comprehensively, in an 
attempt to curb student credit debt.

Schroeder attributes the unsettling 
feelings to the cost of college and 
the amount of credit card debt that 
faces most college students because 
of unregulated card swiping.

“Students are surprised by the 
levels of credit card and student 
loan debt,” Schroeder said. “People 
are shocked by what they spend on 
food, snacks and other silly things 
and are often surprised by spending 

Finance 310 aims to  
teach personal money 
management skills     
By NIYAZ PIRANI
Daily Titan Staff

Course 
to help 
students 
budget

Cal State Fullerton students and 
faculty members have collaborated 
on a project to make it more conve-
nient to observe satellite informa-
tion.

Tae-wan Ryu, assistant computer 
science professor, led the project 
along with several undergraduate 
students on a National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration / Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory system for 
the Web.

A user would have to compile 
several components in order to 
view data about particular satellites 
in space with the current system. 

The team created a Web interface 
that would allow for easier connec-
tion to satellite data on the Web, 
commissioned by JPL.

David Maust, one of the students 
who worked on the project, said 
JPL sent them a stand-alone pro-
gram and they had to write a Web 
interface for it.

Ryu said that JPL is “happy about 
what we have done.”

The new version would allow a 
user — typically NASA research-
ers — to be able to log onto a Web 
site and find information about a 
particular satellite. In order to view 
this type of information in the past, 
a user would have to download the 
satellite information and data files, 
wait for an upgrade to be sent to the 
user and run MATLAB, a program 
that is used to make complicated 
calculations.

“You just have to log onto the 
Web to get all the information 
about the satellite,” said Anastasia 
Deckard, computer science under-
graduate student and one of the last 
two students who worked on the 
project.

Users can explore data of such 
satellites as the Mars Exploration 

Rover and others, Ryu said.
With this particular tool, the user 

can select a particular spacecraft 
and input a start time and end time 
to receive data of when the satellite 
performed a particular action, said 
Charles Lee, professor of math-
ematics who has also collaborated 
on the project.

“People can look at these differ-
ent links and do the planning and 
scheduling [of a satellite],” Lee 
said.

Similar projects have been going 
on elsewhere and CSUF conducted 
just one of them, Ryu said.

Since the beginning of the project 
in 2002, there have been a number 
of students who have been cycled 
into the project.

“I think itʼs really important for 
our undergraduate students to learn 
more outside of the classroom,” 
Ryu said, adding that the students 
have done most of the development 
on the project.

Students, faculty work 
with NASA/JPL to 
bring space online
By ERIC GOMEZ
Daily Titan Staff

CSUF satellite project leads 
to out–of–class experience
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National security adviser Condoleezza Rice (left) will replace Colin Powell (right) as secretary of state.
Knight Ridder Tribune
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Report: Marine kills wounded Iraqi
NEW YORK — A U.S. Marine shot and killed a wounded prisoner in a 

Fallujah mosque, according to a television pool report broadcast Monday. A 
Marine spokesman said the shooting was being investigated. Pool pictures 
taken by NBC correspondent Kevin Sites embedded with the Marines 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Regiment, were recorded Saturday as the Marines returned to 
an unidentified Fallujah mosque.

Probe: Saddam made $21B from U.N. 
WASHINGTON — Saddam Husseinʼs regime made more than $21.3 

billion in illegal revenue by subverting the U.N. oil-for-food program and 
other sanctions — more than double previous estimates, according to con-
gressional investigators. “This is like an onion — we just keep uncovering 
more layers and more layers,” said Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn., whose 
Senate Committee on Government Affairs received the new information at 
hearing Monday.

World

Trent Nguyen, assistant professor 
in the Human Services Department, 
decided to teach at Cal State 
Fullerton because of its diverse stu-
dent and faculty population. 

Nguyen, who did not know a 
single word of English when he 
emigrated to the United States from 
Vietnam in 1979 at the age of 10, is 
in his first year as a full-time faculty 
member. 

He is the current adviser for the 
Human Services Student Association 
and a program council member for 
the Asian American Studies Program. 
Despite his many accomplishments, 

including several published works 
on domestic violence in the Asian-
American community, Nguyen said 
he will continue his efforts to gain 
more knowledge.

Q: Where did you go to college 
and what degrees have you earned?

A: University of Texas in 
Arlington. Bachelor of Science in 
psychology, Master of Arts in coun-
seling, Master of Arts in pastoral 
theology and a Ph.D in social work.

Q: Why did you want to teach?
A: To continue to learn. I want to 

be in a learning environment where 
I can be updated in research studies 
in this area.

Q: What topics do you research?
A: Domestic violence in ethnic 

communities, juvenile delinquency, 
group therapy, family therapy, pas-
toral counseling and dual diagnoses 
among court-ordered populations.

Q: What would you do if you 
werenʼt a teacher?

A: I would be a missionary. I 
would like to go to third-world 
countries to help the poor.

Q: What are your hobbies?
A: I like to play tennis. I play 

basketball every day too.

Q: What would you like to accom-
plish at CSUF?

A: Basically, for students to have 
a solid background in research meth-
ods so that they will be prepared for 
graduate school.
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This cactus is one of many desert plant species located on the northeast side of the Arboretum.

JAMES TU/Daily Titan

Stuck on you

Nation

State

Reports compiled from The Associated Press

All events are free and on campus 
unless otherwise indicated. If you 
would like to have a specific entry put 
in the calendar section, please send 
an e-mail to news@dailytitan.com.
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This week is National Hunger and 
Homeless Awareness Week. Learn  
how you can help the cause from 
the Volunteer and Service Center in 
the Titan Walkway from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

“The Future of the Democratic 
Party: An Assessment,” a panel dis-
cussion will take place from 7 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. in the Pollak Library, Room 
130. Please join Professor Nancy 
Snow and students from her Political 
Communication and Elections course, 
for a post-election 2004 discussion, 
with six activists and field coordina-
tors from the Kerry/Edwards and the 
Howard Dean campaigns.

California Studies Symposium 
will honor the career of the late Clark 
Davis, CSUF professor of history and 
author of “Company Men: White-
Collar Life and Corporate Cultures in 
Los Angeles, 1892–1941.” The event 
takes place at 10 a.m. in the Pollak 
Library, Room 360. 

Eagle Spirit Dancers will appear 
at noon in the Quad as part of 
Native American Awareness Day. 
Sponsored by Inter-Tribal Student 
Council, Afro Ethnic Studies course 
306, Association for Inter Cultural 
Awareness and Associated Students 
Inc. For more information, call (714) 
278-7366.

Trent Nguyen teaches 
research methods to 
CSUF students
By LINDA HO
Daily Titan Staff

Faculty
FOCUS

OANA PURCAR/Daily Titan Photo Editor

U.S. troops battle insurgents across Iraq
BAGHDAD, Iraq — U.S. soldiers battled insurgents northeast of Baghdad 

on Monday in clashes that killed more than 50 people. Some guerrillas were 
said to be “fighting to the death” inside Fallujah, where American forces 
struggled to clear pockets of resistance. At least five suicide car bombers 
targeted American troops elsewhere in volatile Sunni Muslim areas north 
and west of the capital, wounding at least nine Americans. Three of those 
bombings occurred nearly simultaneously in locations between Fallujah and 
the insurgent stronghold of Ramadi, the U.S. command said.

U.N. OKs Iran to suspend enrichment
VIENNA, Austria — The U.N. nuclear watchdog agency Monday 

endorsed Iranʼs agreement to suspend all uranium enrichment within a week, 
the key element of a deal worked out with European countries. But the 
apparent victory for diplomacy falls short of U.S. demands for a permanent 
suspension — or scrapping — of Iranian activities that Washington asserts 
are meant to make nuclear weapons. Iran insists it only wants to generate 
electricity.

Abercrombie & Fitch faces court charges
LOS ANGELES — A federal court is expected to approve a proposed 

multimillion dollar settlement to several class action lawsuits accusing cloth-
ing retailer Abercrombie & Fitch of discriminating against minorities in their 
hiring. An announcement of the settlement has been scheduled Tuesday morn-
ing at the Los Angeles headquarters of the Mexican American Legal Defense 
and Educational Fund, one of the groups that filed the suits last year. Last 
week, the company, based in New Albany, Ohio, said it had signed a consent 
decree settling the lawsuits that would require it to pay an aggregate amount 
of “slightly less than $50 million,” to the plaintiffs, including attorneys fees, 
costs and expenses to carry out the settlement. That decree was being pre-
sented to a federal court judge in San Francisco on Monday for approval. 

Correction: 
It was incorrectly stated in a 

Nov. 15 photo caption that Naval 
Academy s̓ Thayer Paxton won a 
wrestling match against CSUF s̓ 
Landon Seefeldt. Seefeldt won 
the match 7-4.



only has he been active as chair and 
co-chair in different committees, but 
he was also a member of Public 
Safety, Budget, Health and Human 
Services, and Energy, Utilities and 
Communications.     

Vasconcellos said he has always 
been active in politics. 

“This year s̓ election was very dis-
appointing for me and frightening, 
because the nation is so divided,” 

he later added referring to Bush. “I 
am afraid that he builds on people s̓ 
fears.”

Vasconcellos is also the author of 
five books, including “A Liberating 
Vision: Politics for

Growing Humans,” “Tough and 
Smart Public Safety Program,” and 
“Welcoming This Next American 
Revolution: Toward a 21st Century 
Politics of Trust, Healing and Hope.”

With all these accomplishments, 
Vasconcellos still plans to remain 
active in politics and spread his views 
on education.

patterns they are unaware of.”
Professor Mark Stohs, chair of 

the finance department, said Finance 
310 is not a requirement of finance 
majors and it does not count toward 
required finance courses. He said 
the class is mainly intended for non-
business majors that need to fulfill 
their general education credit in life-
long learning.  

Although the course requires some 
homework assignments, quizzes, 

tests and a term paper, Schroeder 
said the wealth of knowledge gained 
in the course would be beneficial to 
all students. 

“I took [the course] because I 
thought it would help me create 
a secure financial foundation for 
myself,” Asha Patel, a fourth-year 
communications major, said. “The 
more you know about something, 
the better equipped you are to han-
dle it.”

The course was introduced in 
the 1970s, but Schroeder said it 
didnʼt become popular until it was 

approved as a general education 
course in 2000, but even then atten-
dance was low. 

“[In 2000] we had enrollment 
of 45 students in two sections, but 
this year enrollment is 215 in four 
sections,” Schroeder said. “Next 
semester we will be offering the 
course at El Toro and night classes 
at Fullerton.”

With the increase in enrollment 
and the addition of new sections, 
Stohs is confident in what Finance 
310 has to offer.

“We are trying to promote the 

course and we think it is very impor-
tant for many students at CSUF,” 
Stohs said. “If students demand 
more sections of Finance 310, we 
will offer them.”

Schroeder believes that the mate-
rial taught in his class is information 
that everybody should know and 
will benefit from.

“I think that this course provides 
a lifelong learning opportunity,” 
Schroeder said. “Even though itʼs 
not going to help you earn more, itʼs 
going to help you utilize what you 
do earn more effectively.”
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Education

Roy Bird
teaching creden-
tial program for 
special educa-
tion, post-bac-

calaureate
Why do you 

want to run for 
ASI? I want to run because I want to 
represent the newly formed COE and 
I want to work with them on form-
ing an inter-club council, a source 
for clubs to get funds from ASI.

Why should people vote for 
you? I have past experience because 
I was on the BOD for the College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences. 
Iʼve also been the president of 
SCTA [Student California Teacherʼs 
Association] for the past four years.

Business and Economics 

Katherine 
Garcia

senior, interna-
tional business 

major
Why do you 

want to run 
for ASI? Iʼd be 
representing my college instead of 
the university and I want to make 
changes in my college according to 
what business students desire.

Why should people vote for 
you? I feel that Iʼm a qualified indi-

vidual and that my experience and 
desire to work in ASI will add to the 
Board of Directors as a whole.

Alex Hernandez 
junior, marketing major

Why do you want to run for 
ASI? I am running for Board of 
Directors because I want to voice 
the opinions and interests of busi-
ness students and help create and 
maintain programs that enhance 
the school experience for business 
majors at CSUF.

Why should people vote for you? 
I have hands-on experience with 
business clubs on campus and have 
an insight on the goals and issues 
affecting our clubs. I will strive 
to create an atmosphere of growth 
among the business organizations on 
campus and be their voice.

Humanities and Social 
Sciences 

Armando 
Lozano 

sophomore, 
English major
Why do you 

want to run for 
ASI? I want to 
run because I 
want to strengthen the communica-
tion between humanities and ASI 
with the inter-club council and the 
single clubs to involve them and get 

them out there so that students will 
know about them.

Why should people vote for 
you? People should vote for me 
because I have experience with set-
ting up and making things work. I 
have great ideas that I would like to 
see become actions.

Scott Behen 
graduate stu-
dent, history 
Why do you 

want to run 
for ASI? I like 
being involved. 
Iʼve made a dif-
ference in every organization that 
Iʼve been involved with. I want to 
increase the sense of community 
that is sometimes missing from our 
commuter college.

Why should people vote for 
you? Iʼm experienced, passionate 
and I care about everything I do or I 
wouldnʼt do it. Iʼve had a lot of suc-
cess with the organizations Iʼve been 
with and I can bring that to ASI.

Communications

Vanessa Garcia 
 junior, human 

communications 
major

Why do you 
want to run for 
ASI? I would 
do an effec-

tive job at giving the College of 
Communications a voice within the 
student government. I was involved 
in high school student council, so 
itʼs definitely in my neighborhood.  

Why should people vote for 
you? I like to address issues because 
I am a problem-solving person who 
wants to get things done. I am open-
minded toward other peopleʼs opin-
ions and determined to make things 
better.

David Kilgo 
senior, political 
science/commu-
nication studies 

major
Why do you 

want to run for 
ASI? I am run-
ning for re-election because I have 
enjoyed this semester representing 
the college. 

I think that itʼs important that 
the representatives of our college 
actually know the workings of our 
campus.

Why should people vote for 
you? People should vote for me 
because I have experience on this 
campus. 

Iʼve been in leadership for the 
past three years working with ASI. 
I can continue to give the College 
of Communications the outstanding 
level of service from their repre-
sentative that they have come to 
expect.

Engineering and 
Computer Science 

Sreenivasa 
Pothuneedi
engineering 

major
Unavailable for 

questioning. 

Human Development 
and Community Service 

Nicholas Felipe 
kinesiology 

major
Unavailable for 

questioning. 

Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics 

Zehra Syed
biological sci-
ences major

Unavailable for 
questioning. 

“Although they are undergradu-
ate students they are also very moti-
vated,” Ryu said.

The team also said that they are 
hoping to work with JPL on other 
projects in the future.

Deckard said that working on 
the project has been a rewarding 
experience.

“I really liked working on it,” 
Deckard said. “Weʼre working with 
MATLAB, which is not something 
you get to use [usually].”

She said that while they did not 
directly contribute to the Mars 
Exploration Rover landing on Mars 

in early 2004, Deckard still felt her 
contribution was important. 

JPL actually brought them post-
ers and pins in celebration of the 
success of that mission.

She also said that is has been 
great working with JPL.  

“You get a sense that youʼre 
working for the greater good,” 
Deckard said.
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Meet the candidates for ASI Board of Directors 

Arts

Heather 
Williams 

sophomore, 
graphic design/

illustration 
major

Why do you 
want to run for 
ASI? There is much that goes on 
at this campus that is behind the 
scenes, but that is what keeps our 
campus running.  I would like to 
become part of this driving force 
and I feel a position with ASI would 
allow me to do this. 

Why should people vote for 
you? I acted in leadership positions 
all throughout high school, includ-
ing our student government.  I am a 
very goal oriented, determined per-
son and I am currently a president’s 
scholar and a member of the Honors 
Program, which have provided me 
with some sort of leadership devel-
opment.
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One responsibility members 
on the Board of Directors have 
is to vote on how to disperse 
student fees to campus organiza-
tions. Elections are Nov. 17 and 
18. Voting may be done at cam-
pus polling stations or by logging 
on to http://vote.fullerton.edu. 


