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Hundreds of Iraqis from Southern 
California made the trip to the El 

Toro Marine Base Sunday to par-
ticipate in what some are calling 
the first-ever democratic elections 
in Iraq. Participants, along with 
generations of grandparents, par-
ents and children, were on hand 
to vote as well as do a little cel-
ebrating as they exited the polling 
location. 

 “Weʼve been waiting for this for 
decades and decades and without 

the Americans, it could not have 
happened,” said Louai Farham of 
San Fernando. He said that if this 
had happened earlier, for instance 
during Operation Desert Storm 
in the 1990s, it would have been 
much easier. 

“Today will change the future 
of Iraq for our children and their 
children,” Farham said. Bringing 
his entire family to the El Toro 

Marine Base, Farham was said he 
was focused on the importance of 
the event and believed it was the 
duty of every Iraqi to come out 
and vote. 

“Iʼm sure today will be the turn-
ing point in Iraq, which is why 
I brought my daughter for this 
historical event,” said Issam Ali of 
Irvine. Ali said he was very excited 
to participate in the election and 

expressed hope for the future of 
Iraq. Having left Iraq in 1979, 
just a few months before Saddam 
Hussein took power, Ali considered 
himself one of the fortunate ones. 

“In the past, the leaders were 
not elected democratically and 
power was in the hands of corrupt 
leaders,” Farham said, adding that 
today, Iraq is taking a step toward 
democracy and toward the future.

While some voted for the future 
of Iraq, others said they voted to 
pay tribute to Iraqis that have been 
killed. 

“We are voting to represent the 
people in the mass graves,” said 
Vanessa Sliwa of El Cajon. Sliwa 
and her family turned out to vote 
for those who could not and for her 
aunt who was too fearful to partici-
pate in Baghdad, Iraq. 

“We are thankful to America, the 
military and President Bush for this 
opportunity,” Sliwa said.

As for the availability of infor-
mation on the candidates, Ali stated 
that the party list was available 
a month ago. Other voters, like 
Sabah Reyes of San Diego, looked 
to the church and the news services 
for information on the candidates. 

Both Hannah Reyes and Sabah 
Reyes said they are looking for-
ward to visiting Iraq after the elec-
tion to witness the changes in the 
country. 

Despite the tough security, Ali 
said he was thrilled to be participat-
ing in the election.  

“I spoke with my sister in Iraq, 
and she said that security was tight, 
but she did not mind,” said Ali. 
According to Aliʼs conversation 
with his sister, almost 72 percent of 
those registered to vote had taken 
part in the election in Iraq.

LONG BEACH – CSUʼs Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously to change 
the name of Cal State Hayward to CSU 
East Bay while student protestors lined 
the back of the wood-paneled audito-
rium holding signs denouncing CSU 
“EBay.” 

“I think the name change will con-
firm the universityʼs identity and role 
with the regional community of the 
East Bay,” CSU Chancellor Charles B. 
Reed said. 

Reed said he felt the name change 
would help the university connect with 
potential students, potential donors and 
the larger business community in that 
region.

Norma S. Rees, president of the CSU 
in Hayward, said the current name was 
a barrier to potential donors in the San 
Francisco Bay Area and that it alien-
ated students who were looking for a 
regional university to attend. 

ASI Chair D. McKinney, who trav-
eled by bus from Hayward to attend 
the Long Beach meeting, said the stu-
dents were against the new name, and 
claimed to have a petition with 1,300 
signatures. 

Chris Shakelford, a student from 
Hayward, said he felt the students were 
“intentionally disenfranchised” from 
the process. Shakelford was one of 
several opponents claiming the campus 
delayed public access to its research on 
the issue until only several days before 
the meeting.   

Hayward Mayor Roberta Cooper 
also spoke against the name “CSU East 
Bay”. 

President Rees acknowledged that 
other changes were necessary to 
improve the universityʼs standing in 
the CSU system, but the change would 
signal a positive new identity for the 
school.

Faculty Trustee Kathleen Kaiser, 
who originally questioned the name 
change but did not vote against it, urged 
the students to stay engaged with issues 
on the Hayward campus. Despite the One month after the deadly 

Indian Ocean tsunamis, victims are 
still struggling to acquire the basic 
necessities to sustain life. This natu-
ral disaster has captivated the world 
and has prompted people world-
wide to aid the victims of this trag-
edy. People everywhere are doing 
whatever they can to help, through 
nation-wide fundraising and local 
efforts. 

While children are organizing 
garage sales and lemonade stands to 
raise money for charities, Cal State 
Fullerton students are organizing 
fund-raisers to benefit the victims of 
the tsunamis.

Kevin Cook, an advertising major 
at CSUF and advertising manager 
for the Daily Titan, is one student 
who is helping to create awareness 
of the needs of the tsunami victims 
among the students through a fund-
raising campaign. 

“I am trying to get the advertising 
side to design a whole campaign to 

The new Cal State Fullerton 
Performing Arts Center will be 
ready to make its debut in January 
2006.

The building, being built adjacent 
to the old one, has been under con-
struction since October 2003, but 
plans for the center were originally 
written up over a decade ago.

Kim Apel of Cal State Fullerton s̓ 
Facilities Management said funding 
for the project was first requested 
during the 1991 to 1992 fiscal year 
and the plan was placed into funding 
priority after it received systemwide 

support.  However, after the 1990 
Higher Education bond failed, the 
project was left without funding.

The plan was accepted once again 
in the 1992 to 1993 fiscal year but 
was once again put on hold due 
to the failure of the 1994 Higher 
Education General Obligations 
Bond.

“The campus raised private funds 
to supplement state funds and was 
finally awarded state funding in 
2001 to 2002,” Apel said.

Students who had classes or 
used the old building for will have 
upgraded facilities once the new 
center is finished. 

“I took a class in the old build-
ing and I remember it being really 
cramped. There were about 30 stu-
dents in there, but the room prob-
ably should have had only 25,” said 
Casey Rittenhouse, a senior com-

munications major. “I think that if 
they are going to make more space, 
it s̓ definitely better for students.”

Apel said the new building will 
significantly augment studio and 
performance space for music, the-
ater and dance students.

According to the Support Cal 
State Fullerton Web site, the $43.5 
million project features a 103,000 
square foot, two-story facility.  The 
center will also feature an 800-seat 
concert hall, 250-seat thrust stage 
theater, 100-seat studio theater, three 
dance studios, scene shop, design 
lab, warm-up, dressing and stor-
age rooms, costume and make-up 
labs and a musical theater rehearsal 
studio.

Although names for the building 
and its rooms have yet to be chosen, 
donors to the project can leave their 
mark on the center through the spe-

cial naming opportunity provided 
by the school.

Ranging from $3 million to name 
the center to $1,000 for a seat in the 
concert hall or theater, donors will 
be recognized in the new center.

The new center is not where 
construction ends for Cal State 
Fullerton. Facilities Management 
has many projects it is working on 
to better the available facilities for 
students, faculty and visitors of the 
campus.

Apel said the Arboretum Visitors 
center and a second parking struc-
ture will be under construction in 
Spring 2005. 

“Future projects which may begin 
development in the next two years 
include expanded student housing, 
a new children s̓ center and a new 
physical plan shops area,” Apel 
said. 

It was Jan. 4, 1960, when the first 
issue of the Titan Times rolled off the 
presses and hit the eager campus of 
Orange County State College, as it 
was known before it became Cal State 
Fullerton.  

Top stories covered the first con-
vening of the student government 
where they elected officers, formed 
Associated Students and voted in a 

student body activities fee; the for-
mation of the basketball team; and 
President Langsdorf s̓ cross-country 
trip in search of faculty for the newly 
formed college. 

Forty-five years of campus report-
ing and news publishing almost went 
unnoticed. If it hadnʼt been for one of 
the newspaper s̓ early editors, alum-
nus Jim Drummond, including the 
note in his weekly column for The 
Yorba Linda Star, the noteworthy date 
would have been missed. The Orange 
County Register then picked it up and 
included it in its calendar. KOCE s̓ 
Rick Mielke of “The Real Orange” 
ventured to the CSUF campus news-
room to cover the story as well.

Drummond was editor in chief of 
The Titan Times in the fall of 1965, 
when the paper went from publish-
ing weekly to twice weekly. A history 
major and journalism minor, he was 
surprised to be chosen but glad to do 
it. 

“The college was just starting and 
looking for people to get involved,” 
Drummond said. “I was lucky enough 
to be selected as an editor and got 
more involved.”

Drummond said he fondly remem-
bers the days he and his managing edi-
tors would spend copy editing, design-
ing and laying out the pages of The 
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In Irvine while Iraqis were voting, 14-year-old Mohammed Mohammed proudly carries the Kurdistan flag in the parking lot of the El Toro Marine 
Base in honor of his Kurdish roots. All of his family members who were of voting age participated in Iraq’s very first election Sunday.
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unanimous vote for the new name, 
several trustees applauded the stu-
dents  ̓efforts to attend and speak at 
the meeting.

The trustees discussed many 
other issues impacting CSU cam-
puses, including the 2005-2006 
budget.

Regarding the CSU budget 
shortfall that coincided with the 
California budget crises, Chancellor 
Reed said, “The governor fully 
funded the compact this board rec-
ommended to the governor. That 
amount is $211.7 million.”

Student Trustee Eric Guerra cred-
ited Reed for the compromise with 
Schwarzenegger but said, “For the 
Board, I also wanted to recognize 
that $101.2 million of that revenue 
is coming from student fees … that 
students still continue to, I think, 
bear the brunt of a state cost. Note it 
for the record and for people up in 

Sacramento, I hope it still continues 
to be heard.”

During a discussion of ways to 
improve graduation rates in the 
CSU system, Cal State Fullerton 
President Milton A. Gordon cited 
several of CSUFʼs strategies – 
including the online degree audit as 
a means for students to self-monitor 
their progress.  

The trustees also discussed a 
report titled, “Energy Conservation 
and Sustainable Building 
Practices.” 

Faculty Trustee Kaiser praised 
Sonoma State for its effort towards 
developing energy efficient build-
ings and suggested that all other 
CSU campuses do the same, add-
ing, “We could do better.”

“Sustainable is attainable,” said 
Tylor Middlestadt, an architecture 
student and executive vice presi-
dent of Associated Student Inc. at 
Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo.

The CSU Board of Trustees will 
meet publicly six more times this 
year.

University Police log for the 
week of Jan. 24 – 30

1/29/2005
14:05- Police were notified of a 

van that had been tampered with. 
Both the front and rear door locks 
were damaged. Police responded to 
the call, but found no suspects.

1/29/2005
14:32-Several emergency blue 

phones were activated in Lot G. 
Police responded to the calls and 
linked them to some kids who were 
playing in the area. Everything 
checked OK.

1/29/2005
15:56- A white male wearing 

all camouflage and possibly hid-
ing something under his jacket was 
spotted hiding in some bushes near 
Nutwood Ave. Police responded and 
everything checked out OK.

1/29/2005
16:34-A 911 call was received 

from McCarthy Hall. Police respond-
ed to the call, which turned out to be 
a misdial. 

Monday, Jan. 31
Welcome back students! For the 

first two weeks of the spring semes-
ter, Titan Weeks of Welcome will 
be helping students get acquaint-
ed with the campus. Featuring 
Discoverfest, information booths, 
free bowling, and an Improv Nite, 
Titan WOW can help get the spring 
semester started off right. More 
information can be found on www.
fullerton.edu.

Wednesday, Feb. 2
ASI Productions presents Orange 

Countyʼs own Rock Kills Kid in 
the Becker Amphitheater at noon. 
Fresh off of recording their debut 
album, RKK is ready to rock CSUF 
at this free lunchtime show.

Thursday, Feb. 3
Performing Arts students falling 

victim to stage fright may ben-
efit from “Taming the Monster:  
Calming Nerves on Stage,” an 
interactive lecture with Roxie Persi, 
as a part of mid-Winter flute fair. A 
professional violinist for 20 years, 
Persi, a masterʼs in clinical psy-
chology, will give her interactive 
session that can be valuable to all 
stage performers in room 268 of the 
Performing Arts Center at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are $10 or $5 in advance.

Friday, Feb. 4
Grab your bat and balls and 

head down to Goodwin Field.  The 
defending national champion base-
ball team will start their season 
against Stanford in a three-game 
series.  First pitch is Friday at 
7 p.m., Saturday at 6 p.m. and 
Sunday at 1 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 5
Itʼs the 10th anniversary of Front 

and Center at the Arrowhead Pond 
of Anaheim. As the premiere event 
for CSUF for the past ten years, 
Front and Center has been the big-
gest fundraising event for the CSU 
Foundation. 

Headlining this yearʼs festivi-
ties are the Doobie Brothers along 
with performances by international 
opera star Rodney Gilfry and the 
CSUF Theater and Dance depart-
ment. Tickets run from $18 to $80 
and can be purchased via www.
fullerton.edu.

Sunday, Feb. 6
Football fans unite! Games and 

Recreation is sponsoring the first 
Super Sunday viewing party for 
Super Bowl XXXIX.

 Students can cheer for the 
Philadelphia Eagles or New 
England Patriots at 3:30 p.m. in 
the TSU Underground. The game 
will be broadcast on two big screen 
TVs and food and activities will be 
provided.

Iraq voters defy threats, boycott calls
BAGHDAD, Iraq – Iraqis embraced democracy in large numbers Sunday, 

standing in long lines to vote in defiance of mortar attacks, suicide bombers 
and boycott calls. Pushed in wheelchairs or carts if they couldnʼt walk, the 
elderly, the young and women in veils cast ballots in Iraqʼs first free elec-
tion in a half-century. Iraqi election officials said it might take 10 days to 
determine the voteʼs winner and said they had no firm estimate of turnout 
among the 14 million eligible voters. The ticket endorsed by the Shiite 
Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani was the pre-voting favorite. Interim Prime 
Minister Ayad Allawiʼs slate was also considered strong.

U.K. Press: Plane crash in Iraq kills 10
BAGHDAD, Iraq – A British C-130 military transport plane crashed 

Sunday north of Baghdad, scattering wreckage over a large area, officials 
said. At least 10 troops were killed, Britainʼs Press Association said. The 
crash occurred at around 5:25 p.m. about 20 miles northwest of Baghdad, a 
spokesman for the British Ministry of Defense.

World

News
 BIN RIEF

Jessica Howorth, 2, is making slashes in the pond at the arboretum 
so that she can catch turtles that are swiming nearby on Sunday.

DAVID PARDO/Daily Titan Asst. Photo Editor
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Bush declares Iraq election a success
WASHINGTON – President Bush called Sundayʼs elections in Iraq a suc-

cess and promised the United States will continue trying to prepare Iraqis to 
secure their own country. “The world is hearing the voice of freedom from 
the center of the Middle East,” Bush told reporters at the White House on 
Sunday, four hours after the polls closed. He did not take questions after his 
three-minute statement.

Joy over new shuttle eases Columbia pain
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. – Two years after Columbiaʼs demise, excite-

ment over the space shuttle fleetʼs return to the skies in just a few short 
months is finally overtaking the agony of the accident. In the past few 
weeks, two special deliveries have boosted morale among shuttle workers 
and provided tangible evidence they are rounding the corner.

Power still out for 230,000 in storm
ATLANTA – More than 230,000 customers had no electricity Sunday in 

Georgia while crews worked to repair power lines snapped by an ice storm, 
and the cityʼs airport reopened all its runways as temperatures rose above 
freezing. Two traffic deaths in Georgia and one in South Carolina were 
blamed on the storm that spread sleet and freezing rain across parts of the 
Southeast on Saturday.
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Storm damage will cost $85 million
LOS ANGELES – The cost of repairing state highways damaged by 

storms has reached $85 million and could climb higher, according to 
CalTrans. Much of the damage occurred along roads in mountain areas that 
were hit hard by recent heavy rains. Southern California could need upward 
of $43 million in road repairs alone. Landslides in the mountains sent tons of 
dirt onto roadways, while heavy rain undermined the foundations of numer-
ous roads or washed out bridges. 

Money for road repairs is expected to come from the agencyʼs current 
budget, but officials said the Federal Highway Administration may reim-
burse most of those costs.

from page 1
TRUSTEES



Titan receives elite Hearst award
Daily Titan
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Brittany Kuhn, Daily Titan copy 
editor, was the recipient of a presti-
gious Hearst Journalism Award over 
the winter break for her opinion arti-

cle “How discrimination pains and 
empowers.” Kuhn was a third-place 
winner in the Signed Columns of 
Opinion category and received $1,000 
with an additional $1,000 matching 
grant going to the Communications 
Department. 

“That s̓ probably the most Iʼll ever 
receive for a single story in my whole 
career as a professional journalist,” 
Kuhn said. 

On Friday, she presented her award 
to the department at the monthly 

Communications Faculty meeting.
Tom Clanin, communications pro-

fessor and adviser to the Daily Titan, 
said Kuhn s̓ award is a tribute to the 
quality of journalism being taught at 
CSUF. 

“Winning a Hearst for a college 
student is the equivalent of winning a 
Pulitzer for a profes-
sional journalist,” he 
said.  

Kuhn was selected 
from a pool of more 
than 80 entrants, 
Clanin said. To 
be considered for 
the award, stu-
dents had to attend 
schools accredited 
by the Accrediting 
Council on 
Education in Journalism and Mass 
Communications. 

Kuhnʼs award-winning piece 
offered a critique of American sex-
ual politics framed in the context of 

her own sexuality. She said she was 
delighted and shocked upon receiv-
ing an email detailing her victory.

Kuhn was encouraged to sub-
mit her article for consideration by 
Robert Rogers, former Daily Titan 
opinion editor but she said she didnʼt 
expect to win.

“I was surprised 
because I didnʼt 
know whether or 
not a national com-
petition would rec-
ognize a column 
on a controversial 
topic,” she said.

Though the 
money was more 
than welcome, 
Kuhn said her col-
umn meant more to 

her than simply winning the Hearst 
award. In the weeks that followed the 
publishing of her Nov. 17 article, she 
said she received an overwhelming 
response from students.

She believed it was because many 
students could relate to the struggles 
that led Kuhn to take a risk by telling 
such a deeply personal story.

“Getting the feedback on the story 
was the most valuable part, not get-
ting the award,” she said.

For the Daily Titan, Kuhn s̓ rec-
ognition reinforces its commitment 
to excellence in college journalism, 
Executive Editor Marti Longworth 
said.

“We at the Daily Titan are extreme-
ly proud of Brittany and excited about 
what this honor means, not only for 
her but the paper as a whole,” she 
said. “It s̓ great that she can be recog-
nized for her work, and for an excep-
tionally courageous piece at that.” 

Every year, the William Randall 
Hearst Foundation recognizes col-
lege writers in six different categories 
and awards scholarships to first-place 
through third-place winners.

Read the winning entry online at 
http://www.dailytitan.com

Brittany Kuhn wins 
third place and $1,000 
for student journalism
By RYAN TOWNSEND 
Daily Titan Managing Editor

It’s great that she 
can be recognized 
for her work, and 
for an exception-
ally courageous 
piece at that.

Marti Longworth
Daily Titan Executive Editor

“

” Anyone who has ever had a car 
stolen or broken into knows the 
frustration, anger and dread that 
accompanies this crime. However, 
there are ways to lessen the chance 
that your vehicle will fall prey to 
this crime. 

John Park, founder and owner 
of Allstar Auto Sounds in Long 
Beach, Calif., a shop that deals with 
high-end video and audio systems 
in automobiles, deals with the con-
sequences of auto theft on a routine 
basis. Park, who recalled a recent 
theft of a 1992 GMC Typhoon, said 
that upon filing a police report, a 
Long Beach police officer told him 
that the theft occurred in an area in 
which thieves routinely dump sto-
len vehicles. 

According to Park, the police 
officer speculated that cars are left 
in a particular spot in case they are 
equipped with a tracking system. “If 
it is, the owner will have it picked 
up,” said Park. “If not, the thieves 
will return for a further stripping of 
the vehicle.”

This particular incident of auto 
theft illustrates an issue that is prev-
alent across the country, and one 
that often plagues students on cam-
puses such as Cal State Fullerton. 
According to Park, however, there 
are many ways in which a car can 
be equipped to aid an owner in the 
event of an auto theft.

“Tracking systems with global 

How to 
secure 
your 
vehicle
Thieves target cars 
without tracking 
systems, experts say
By LAUREN HARGROVE 
Daily Titan Staff
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Titan Times.
“It s̓ enjoyable to come here and 

see you working so hard on the 
things we used to work so hard on 
many, many years ago. It s̓ an excit-
ing time,” Drummond said.

Drummond and his staff would 
send the freshly typed stories off 
to the press, which would use a 
Linotype machine to cast lines of type 
into metal to make the plates for the 
press. Recently, the Daily Titan has 
gone digital, a technological change 
that Drummond feels is especially 
beneficial when implementing graph-
ics. Drummond said in 1965 placing 
photos on the pages was difficult, 
designing and adding a graphic map 
would have been impossible. 

It was a small error on Cal State 
Fullerton Professor Wayne Overbeck s̓ 
Web site that prompted Drummond 
to begin creating a chronology of the 
Daily Titan s̓ first 10 years, 1960-
69. He recently retired from teach-
ing after 36 years at Valencia High 
School, which provides him the time 
to undertake the project. 

Overbeck s̓ Web site has informa-
tion on the newspaper s̓ development 
and historic photos of editors and 
news events. He said the paper is 
consistently award winning and that 
he thinks “the changes there have 
been have been evolutionary, not 
revolutionary.” 

Overbeck began as the newspa-
per s̓ adviser in 1968 when it was 
known as The Titan..Overbeck said 
the Daily Titan has a history of con-
troversy but was not an advocate for 
any one cause. 

“There were times when the Daily 
Titan was very political but I think 
that mirrored the times,” he said. 
“Personally, I think it was more fun 
when the Daily Titan was raising a 
little hell.”

Overbeck said the Daily Titan was 
fire bombed in 1970 when the tur-
moil of student unrest was at it s̓ 
greatest. Both student radicals and 
faculty felt the paper was “unsympa-
thetic” to their cause. “Being journal-
ists, it s̓ probably better if both sides 
think youʼre against them,” Overbeck 
said.

One night, someone threw a 
Molotov cocktail into the news-
room, which was then located in the 
Humanities Building. The old news-

paper instantly went up in flames but 
thanks to a student working next door, 
Michael OʼHollaren, who grabbed a 
fire extinguisher and fought the fire, 
the production equipment was saved 
and no one was hurt, Overbeck said.

“It s̓ not too surprising that the 
Daily Titan was a target. The student 
radicals felt the paper wasnʼt on their 
side,” he said. 

Rick Pullen, current dean of 
the College of Communications at 
CSUF, advised the newspaper from 
1973-77 and agrees that the ʼ60s and 
ʼ70s, when it criticized the “estab-
lishment”, were probably the paper s̓ 
most “rowdy era.” 

Pullen said the majority of contro-
versy during his term was between 
the paper and Associated Students 
Inc.

“The relationship was quite rocky 
and at times the ASI threatened to 
pull monetary support. This did not 
happen. Also, there were several 
threats of libel suits, but they never 
materialized,” said Pullen.

Keeping in step with professional 
publications, The Daily Titan has 
made efforts to cover campus, state 
and world news, and some semesters 
are better than others, Pullen said.

The paper comprises an editorial, 
writing and advertising staff, as well 
as an adviser for the editorial and 
advertising sides. The staff expe-
riences changes each semester, as 
some students graduate or move on 
to other endeavors.

Looking back over 45 years, from 
the beginning of Titan Times to 
the current Daily Titan, Pullen said 
he s̓ pleased with the newspaper s̓ 
continued excellence and the rela-
tionship with the Communications 
Department. He supports the paper s̓ 
independence from the “academic 
side” of the university and believes 
it provides students with the neces-
sary experience for real world media-
related jobs.

“It gives the students a wonderful 
learning laboratory where they gain 
valuable writing and editing experi-
ence, all the time advised by advisers 
who have had extensive professional 
experience.”

Throughout its history, the Daily 
Titan has had hundreds of student 
staff editors and writers and about 
11 advisers. Plans are in the works to 
celebrate the 50th anniversary, com-
ing in January 2010. 

A short history can be viewed at 
www.overbeck.com.

encourage students to donate money,” 
Cook said. 

His fundraising plans involve col-
lecting money from students and fac-
ulty at CSUF. Every week students 
can turn in donations to their profes-
sors, who will then turn the donations 
over to the department chairs for 
collection. 

“If we were able to collect a quar-
ter from every student we would 
have approximately $8,000 to give to 

Red Cross,” said Cook.
Cook isnʼt alone in his desire to 

help. 
“I believe that the tsunamis trag-

edy is bringing out the good in all of 
us,” said Shauna Sims, an education 
graduate student at CSUF. “Children 
are worried about how they can help 
the victims of the tragedy and by see-
ing students raising money to help 
the victims they learn that every little 
bit can help.” 

Katie Cooper, a kindergarten 
teacher and child development grad-
uate student at CSUF, said that her 
students are also becoming involved 

in the efforts.
“Children at Laurel Elementary 

School in Brea, Calif., are concerned 
with helping the victims,” she said. “I 
am excited to tell my students about 
the fundraising plans at CSUF, and I 
hope that this will encourage them to 
raise money for the victims as well.” 

Prior to the start of the spring 
semester, the Daily Titan Web site 
featured a link to donate money 
directly to the American Red Cross 
to benefit the tsunami victims. Cook 
said that there may be incentives for 
students to raise money as well but 
nothing is concrete at the moment. 

Possibilities may include a live 
broadcast at CSUF by a local radio 
station or possibly a concert. 

With these potential opportunities, 
Cook is hopeful that the campaign 
will serve as motivation for students 
to raise money. CSUF s̓ student pop-
ulation is approximately 32,000, and 
if one dollar was collected from each 
of them, the Red Cross could receive 
$32,000, he said. 

Although donations can be made 
in any amount, these figures serve to 
illustrate the potential of CSUF and 
that any effort, even a small amount, 
can help.

“Iraq is stepping in the right 
direction, how it will influence the 
others will be seen in the years to 
come,” he said.

Meanwhile in Iraq, citizens 
embraced democracy in large num-
bers, standing in long lines to vote 
in defiance of mortar attacks, sui-
cide bombers and boycott calls. 

Pushed in wheelchairs or carts 
if they couldnʼt walk, the elder-
ly, the young and women in 
veils cast ballots in Iraqʼs first 
free election in a half-century.                                                          
“We broke a barrier of fear,” said 
Mijm Towirish, an election official.                          
Uncertain Sunni turnout, a string of 
insurgent attacks that killed 44 and 
the crash of a British military plane 
drove home that chaos in Iraq isnʼt 
over yet.                                   

Yet the mere fact that the vote 
took place seemed to ricochet 
instantly around a world hoping for 
Arab democracy and fearing Islamic 
fundamentalism.

“I am doing this because I love 
my country, and I love the sons of 
my nation,” said Shamal Hekeib, 
53, who walked with his wife 20 
minutes to a polling station near his 
Baghdad home.    
“We are Arabs, we are not scared 
and we are not cowards,” Hekeib 
said.                  

With helicopters flying low and 
gunfire close by, at least 200 voters 
stood calmly in line at midday out-
side one polling station in the heart 
of Baghdad. 

Inside, the tight security included 
at least four body searches, and a 
ban on lighters, cell phone batter-

ies, cigarette packs 
and even pens.

The feeling was 
sometimes fes-
tive. One election 
volunteer escorted 
a blind man back 
to his home after 
he cast his vote. 
A woman too frail 
to walk by herself 
arrived on a cart 
pushed by a young 
relative. Entire 
families showed 
up in their finest 
clothes.                But 
for the countryʼs 
minority Sunni 
Arabs, who held 
a privileged posi-
tion under Saddam 
Hussein, the day 
was not as wel-
come.

No more than 
400 people voted in Saddamʼs home-
town of Tikrit, and in the heavily 
Sunni northern Baghdad neighbor-
hood of Azamiyah, where Saddam 
made his last known public appear-
ance in early April 2003, the four 
polling places never even opened.           

 Iraqi election officials said it 
might take 10 days to determine 
the voteʼs winner and said they had 
no firm estimate of turnout among 
the 14 million eligible voters. The 
ticket endorsed by the Shiite Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani was the pre-
voting favorite. 

Interim Prime Minister Ayad 
Allawiʼs slate was also considered 
strong. 

“The world is hearing the voice 
of freedom from the center of the 
Middle East,” said President Bush, 

who called the election a success. 
He promised the United States 
would continue training Iraqi sol-
diers, hoping they can soon secure 
a country America invaded nearly 
two years ago to topple Saddam. 

Iraqis, the U.S. president said, 
had “firmly rejected the anti-demo-
cratic ideology” of terrorists.

The vote to elect a 275-National 
Assembly and 18 provincial leg-
islatures was only the first step on 
Iraqʼs road to self-rule and stability. 
Once results are in, it could take 
weeks of backroom deals before the 
new assembly picks a prime minis-
ter and government.  

If that government proves suc-
cessful by drawing in the minority 
Sunni Arabs who partly shunned the 
election, the country could stabilize, 

hastening the day when 150,000 
U.S. troops can go home.

At least 44 people died in suicide 
and mortar attacks on polling sta-
tions, including nine suicide bomb-
ers. 

The al-Qaida affiliate led by 
Jordanian terror mastermind Abu 
Musab al-Zarqawi claimed respon-
sibility for at least four attacks. 
Most attacks were in Baghdad, but 
one of the deadliest came in Hillah 
to the south, when a bomber got 
onto a minibus carrying voters and 
detonated his explosives, killing 
himself and at least four others. 

The Associated Press writers 
Bassem Mroue, Hamza Hendawi, 
Sameer N. Yacoub and Jason Keyser 
contributed to this report.
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At the El Toro Air Station, in Irvine on Sunday, Kadhim Altamimi places his ballot in the voting 
box while a member of the International Organization of Migration applauds him.                       



SANTA MARIA, Calif. (AP) - 
The case of the State of California 
vs. Michael Jackson is finally ready 
for a trial that promises to be like no 
other.

Jury selection begins Monday, 
with Jackson expected to appear in a 
case that has become a cultural phe-
nomenon, a symbol of the American 
obsession with celebrity.

The uphill task of finding citizens 
who havenʼt prejudged the case is a 

mere prelude to a courtroom contest 
that will include testimony from the 
boy who accuses the pop icon of 
molesting him. The trial will test 
how well California s̓ justice system 
functions amid a ravenous global 
appetite for any scrap of detail.

Jackson released a court-approved 
video statement on his Web site early 
Sunday, calling recent media leaks in 
the case “disgusting and false” and 
predicting he would be acquitted.

“Please keep an open mind and 
let me have my day in court,” said 
Jackson, who wore a blue shirt and 
looked directly into the camera. “I 
deserve a fair trial like every other 
American citizen. I will be acquit-
ted and vindicated when the truth 

is told.”
On the defense side of court sits 

a glittering superstar in makeup and 
theatrical outfits with millions of 
fans worldwide who donʼt believe 
Jackson could be a pedophile. 
Jackson, 46, has pleaded not guilty 
to charges of molesting the boy _ 
then age 13, now 15 _ after plying 
him with alcohol.

On the prosecution side is Jackson s̓ 
longtime nemesis, a balding, musta-
chioed Santa Barbara County district 
attorney in a business suit. For more 
than a decade Tom Sneddon has 
pursued Jackson and what happens 
at his Neverland Ranch. Jackson has 
derided him in song as a “cold man” 
with a vendetta and likened the case 

to persecution.
Sneddon, 61, asked the judge to 

stop attacks on his motives. If the 
defense continues to call the case a 
crude attempt to “take down a major 
celebrity,” the prosecution wrote, 
Sneddon will reveal “everything he 
knows about this defendant.”

Prosecutors have complained that 
defense lawyer Thomas Mesereau Jr. 
uses courtroom invective not only 
to hammer his opponents but also 
to brand the child witnesses as liars 
manipulated by their greedy mother. 
Mesereau is a tall, imposing man 
with a mane of white hair, known for 
winning seemingly hopeless death 
penalty cases in the South.

The referee is Superior Court 

Judge Rodney Melville. At 63, he s̓ 
a veteran of the bench who has 
refused to tolerate tardiness or even, 
in one case, a bathroom break for the 
defendant.

At the final pretrial hearing Friday, 
Melville made it clear that a gag 
order stands and he wonʼt abide law-
yers attacking each other.

“I expect and know that you will, 
all, on both sides, carry the burden 
of showing the world what a fine 
system we have,” Melville said.

From the start Melville has tried 
to clamp an extraordinary lid of 
secrecy on information. His deci-
sions to withhold many documents 
_ and heavily black out those he 
does release _ have triggered pro-

tests from news media, whose law-
yers assert Melville is violating First 
Amendment guarantees of public 
access to court information.

As jury selection approached, 
competition for a scoop undermined 
Melville s̓ efforts. The 1,900 page 
transcript of the case prosecutors 
made to the grand jury which indict-
ed Jackson were leaked this month 
to thesmokinggun.com and ABC 
News.

The challenge facing the court 
is not to find jurors ignorant of the 
case. Instead, it s̓ to find those who 
say they can put aside everything 
they have heard and look at what the 
evidence proves beyond a reasonable 
doubt.
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positioning systems are very effec-
tive when it comes to the recov-
ery of a stolen vehicle,” Park said. 
Although many vehicles do not have 
a GPS unit at the time that they are 
stolen, Park said many owners opt 
to add one, with a fee far less costly 
than that of a break-in. 

Cpl. Stewart Dejong, of the CSUF 
University Police, recalled a recent 
incident in which a studentʼs vehicle 
that was equipped with Lo-Jack, a 
GPS tracking system, was involved 
in an accident on campus. Lo-Jack 
notified the vehicles owner that the 
system had been activated, and the 
owner contacted the campus police 
to investigate. 

According to Dejong, a police 
vehicle on campus is equipped to 
track signals from these GPS track-
ing systems, further validating the 
service.

Beyond systematic techniques, 
Dejong recommends that people 
hide valuables, such as computers 
and cameras, as a simple and effec-
tive method to deter thieves from a 
vehicle. 

“If you donʼt need it, donʼt bring 
it to school,” he said. Imports are 
among some of the most common-
ly targeted vehicles on campus he 
added.

Dejong also said he recommends 
students park in well-lit, high traffic 

areas close to school to avoid these 
incidents of auto theft.

“Common sense is probably the 
most overlooked defense against 
vehicle thefts and break-ins,” Park 
said. In addition to these methods of 
precaution, Park said drivers should 
always try to park where people see 
the vehicle clearly and frequently. 

Park said a driverʼs music-listen-
ing habits also play a role in whether 
or not their vehicle falls prey to 
theft.

If a vehicle has an expensive ste-
reo system, Park recommends not 
blasting a system just before park-
ing.  If the radio has a detachable 
faceplate, he said the owner should 
remove and take it, always closing 
the windows and locking the doors, 
even if the car will only be parked 
for a short time.

“In addition to common sense, 
a vehicle alarm system is the most 
fundamental type of protection any 
motorist can install,” Park said, add-
ing that a basic alarm system is high-
ly cost-effective and will provide an 
added level of protection that can be 
useful in deterring a thief. 

According to Park, numerous 
options are available for alarms to 
heighten security. Options include 
impact sensors, motion sensors, tilt 
sensors, glass break sensors, mer-
cury switches (detects the opening 
of hoods or lids), anti car jacking 
devices and window modules to 
close windows when the alarm is 

armed. Not all of the options are 
necessary, Park said, but based upon 
the needs of the owner and type of 
vehicle a good shop can aid the con-
sumer in making the best possible 
choice.

Tracking or monitoring systems 
are costly, but in some instances 
they can be considered a necessity. 

Marie Montgomery, a spokesper-
son for the Auto Club of Southern 
California, said selecting the best 
type of insurance coverage for a 
vehicle may seem a daunting task, 
but if the vehicle is ever stolen, it is 
necessary to understand the differ-
ent types of coverage. 

“If your car gets stolen, you will 
need physical damage insurance to 
help cover the cost of your vehicle,” 
said Montgomery. Liability insur-
ance will not cover the cost of a 
stolen vehicle or damage done to the 
vehicle during a theft.

Another example of an insurance 
concern is the actual cash value 
claim versus a full replacement 
value. 

“For example, a 1998 model vehi-
cle may only be worth $2000 and if 
that vehicle is stolen, it might be dif-
ficult to replace for $2000 minus the 
deductible,” Montgomery said. 

Full replacement value insurance 
is always the best way to protect 
your finances in case your vehicle is 
stolen, she said. 

Some insurance companies offer 
discounts for using devices that 

deter thieves, Montgomery said. 
Along with devices like alarms, 
tracking systems and steering wheel 
locking devices, parking your car in 
an enclosed garage can merit a dis-
count for your auto insurance. 

To lessen the temptation for 

would-be thieves, the Auto Club 
of Southern California recommends 
leaving visible signs that the car is 
protected. Items like car alarms with 
a sticker on the window stating that 
the vehicle is protected and steering 
wheel locking devices like the The 

Club are excellent methods for pre-
venting theft. 

“If you have these items use them 
every time,” Montgomery said. 
“Number one is to always lock your 
vehicle, you need to make a habit 
of it.” 
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Jackson to face trial on molestation charges 
Circus atmosphere 
surrounds embattled 
pop starʼs case. 
The Associated Press

LAUREN HARGROVE/Daily Titan

A car is stolen, stripped of expensive audio equipment and other valuable items and then dumped in a notorious 
location used by car thieves to avoid being tracked by expensive anit-theft devices like LoJack.





In the quiet setting of lush land-
scaping surrounded by streams, 
a lake, orange groves, ponds or 
lovely blooms, hundreds of couples 
have spoken the time-honored

words, “I do.”  
Nestled in the northeast corner 

of the campus lies The Fullerton 
Arboretum, a spectacular site for 
those attempting to pick the ideal 
spot for their impending nuptials.

“The environment is just a gor-
geous place,” said Stephanie Lowe, 
facility rental manager for the 
Arboretum.

Beginning about 10 years ago, 
the Arboretum began hosting 
weddings. The facility now hosts 
between 60 to 70 events per year. 
The majority of the Arboretumʼs

popularity comes from word of 
mouth.

Opened in 1979, the Fullerton 
Arboretum is a 26-acre garden with 
a collection of plants from around 
the world. 

The Arboretum was officially 
created in 1976 when the Trustees 
of the California State Universities 
and the Redevelopment Agency of 
the City of Fullerton signed a joint 
powers agreement. The Arboretum 
is maintained and managed by the 
Fullerton Arboretum Authority. 
The Associated Students of CSUF, 
the Friends of the Fullerton 
Arboretum, and other contributors 
provide additional support.

The Arboretum serves the com-
munity as a resource for ecologi-
cal, horticultural, and historical 
education. The grounds offer visi-
tors a peaceful garden setting in an 

urban area.
According to Stephanie Lowe, 

the Arboretum wedding sea-
son begins in March and ends in 
November. April through October 
is the ideal window to book a wed-
ding at the Arboretum because the 
weather tends to be much better. 

Couples can begin to book the 
facility for their wedding in March 
of the year preceding their wed-
ding. 

Couples have t he option of 
being married at the South Lake 
Lawn, the Wisteria Arbor at 
Heritage House, the Rose Gazebo 
or the Orchard Lawn. The South 

Lake Lawn can accommodate up to 
300 people, with the other settings 
accommodating up to 200. 

The Wisteria Arbor at Heritage 
House is a unique display of antique 
charm. The vines wander through-
out the arbor, creating a pictur-
esque location for photographs as 
well as for a wedding. 

The wisteria-covered arbor was 
built from plans from an

1880s architectural design book.
The Arboretumʼs website 

describes Heritage House as a pos-
sible location for smaller scale 
weddings. Couples have often 
chosen to be married in front of 
the Victorian house on its restored 
steps with the old home as their 
backdrop. 

The house was built in 1894 as 
the home and office of Fullertonʼs 
pioneer physician, Dr. George C. 

Clark. In 1972 the house was moved 
from its original town site at

Amerige and Harvard (Lemon) 
to its present location in the mid-
dle of the Arboretum. The restored 
house now serves as a museum of 
family life and medical practice of 
the 1890s.

“I had actually heard about the 
Arboretum through a class on cam-
pus,” said Jennifer Fedler, a senior 
in speech communications major. 
“My husband and I considered it as 
a possible wedding location when 
we got married in April 2002.”

There are several different pack-
ages couples can choose from for 
their wedding. There is the option 
of conducting the wedding only 
on the premises, hosting only 
the reception or having both the 
wedding and the reception at the 
Arboretum. In either case, cou-
ples must provide all the amenities 
needed for their wedding desires. 

The Arboretum provides the set-
ting, as well as a wedding hostess 
who acts as a coordinator for the 
day.

The Arboretum employs four 
wedding hostesses.  Patti Compher 
is a wedding hostess who has been 
involved with the Arboretum for the 
past nine years. A grandmother and 
breast cancer survivor, Compher 
said she loves hosting weddings, 
as well as assisting the bride in 
any way she can. She said she 
takes her job as wedding hostess 
very seriously because she wants 
to “make your day the kind of day 
you wanted.”

Compher has a sense of humor 
and a sharp memory when it comes 
to past weddings at the Arboretum.  

“I was hosting a wedding when 
a guest who was allergic to bees 
was stung and we had to call 911,” 
she said. “Another time a dog was 
used as the ring bearer, and he per-
formed very well.” she said in her 
jovial voice.  “This is one of my 
absolute favorite places.”  

Daily Titan
NEWS

Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com • (714) 278-4415

Week of January 31-February 4, 2003Week of January 31-February 4, 2003 5

The tireless efforts of the Fullerton 
Historic Theatre Foundation have 
finally paid off.  Thanks in part to 
an anonymous donation of $1 mil-
lion in cashier s̓ checks, denizens of 
Fullerton can now breathe a sigh of 
relief; the Fox has officially been 
saved.

On Jan. 24, escrow officially 
closed on the nearly 80-year-old the-
ater, concluding a marathon cam-
paign to save the landmark from 
being leveled in favor of apartments. 
The foundation completed the pur-
chase from Texas-based The Morgan 
Group in partnership with The City 
of Fullerton Redevelopment Agency. 
The agency provided a $1.65 million 
challenge grant for the cause.

However, officials warn that buy-
ing the theater is only the first step of 
a complex, long-term commitment to 
restoring the building.

“We need about 10 more anony-
mous donors to come forward with 
$1 million contributions,” Pamela 
Tice said. Tice, who serves as the 

office manager for the foundation, 
emphasized that the volunteer effort 
is far from over.

“Now weʼre in phase one, which 
is securing the building, doing some 
preliminary clean up and looking for 
an architectural firm,” she said.

Built in 1925, the Fox is still 
structurally sound but has sustained 
major cosmetic damage during its 
17-year vacancy. The once-posh 
interior has suffered from age and 
rainwater leaking through holes in 
the roof. Additionally, the whole 
property needs to be brought up to 
code. The foundation indicated that 
it plans to reopen the theater as a 
multi-use venue within the next three 
to five years; the Fox could house 
everything from independent films to 
musical theater.

The whole effort, spanning nearly 
five years, has been a cooperative 
one. Local businesses donated time 
and provisions to 24-hour “marquee 
volunteers” who camped out in front 
of the theater during September and 
November to raise funds and aware-
ness.

Jenni Dearman, store manager for 
the Downtown Fullerton Starbucks, 
said her store provided volunteers 
with coffee but also gave time to 
raise awareness individually as well. 
Dearman said the Fox is important 

to the community as a historical site 
but will also help in continuing the 
growth in downtown. 

Cassie Dummith, head server at 
Café Hidalgo, said the reopening of 
the Fox would benefit all of down-
town, particularly those restaurants 
and bars geared towards an upscale 
clientele. She also said her restaurant 
was involved in the effort.

In addition to its potential eco-
nomic impact, including that of the 
Firestone Corner shops and upstairs 
ballroom, Fullerton residents have 
expressed delight at the impending 
return of a venue that houses many 
memories. The foundationʼs Web 
site, www.foxfullerton.org, is filled 
with comments from longtime resi-
dents who share memories of wed-
dings, films and family outings at 
the Fox.

Many involved in the effort 
have personal connections to both 
Fullerton and the Fox Theatre. Tice 
grew up in Yorba Linda and would 
go to movies at the Fox. Her family 
would often go shopping in the sur-
rounding downtown area. 

Dearman, a Fullerton resident since 
1985, recalls seeing “The Wizard of 
Oz,” and “Pinocchio,” shortly before 
the theater closed its doors perma-
nently.

“I was 7 years old,” she said.

Fox Theatre saved at last
Historic landmark 
rescued by committed 
locals and businesses
By RYAN TOWNSEND
Daily Titan Managing Editor

MICHAEL NAVARRO/For the Daily Titan

Now that it’s purchased, Fullerton’s Fox Theater will be restored to its fomer glory in the next five years.

Couples dream of 
Arboretum wedding
Wedding bells ring in 
Titans  ̓backyard, as 
the Arboretum grows 
into a popular venue
By MONIQUE CADWELL
For the Daily Titan

Another time a 
dog was used as 
the ringbearer 
and he performed 
very well.

Patti Compher
Wedding Hostess
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