
For over 50 years, a single-sal-
ary schedule for teachers has been 
in effect.  

Included in the application packet 
for prospective teachers is the pay 
scale. There are four classes: A, 
B, C and D, broken into columns. 
Listed in numerical order on the 
left are numbers one through 30. 
These represent the number of years 
a teacher has taught in the district. 
Each year, their pay increases, and 
if a teacher continues to further their 
education and obtain a master’s or 
doctorate degree, they move up on 
the scale to a higher salary bracket.

If Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
has his way, pay rates will no longer 
be based on time served.

According to Carolyn Kelley, 
associate professor at the University 
of Wisconsin, the upside to a sin-
gle-salary schedule is that it’s pre-
dictable, fair and objective pay for 
administrators and faculty.

“There is comfort in knowing 
beforehand the pay and criteria 
needed for advancement,” she said.

Kelley said that the downside to 
the single-salary schedule is that 
teachers can get too comfortable, 
assuming that their effectiveness, 
or lack thereof, will not affect their 
pay.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, in 
his State of the State speech on Jan. 
5, proposed linking teachers’ pay to 
“merit and performance.”

“I propose that teacher pay be tied 
to merit, not tenure,” Schwarzenegger 
said.  “And I propose that teacher 
employment be tied to performance, 
not to just showing up.”

Schwarzenegger then explained 
his belief that merit-based teaching 
would eliminate human, institution-
al and educational disasters.  

“Nearly half the state’s budget, 
roughly $50 billion dollars is going 
into education,” Jonathan Vander 
Veen, a senior economics major 
and supporter of the proposal said. 
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WASHINGTON – Dangers of 
toxic mercury pollution in the envi-
ronment have been overstated, the 
House Resources Committee says in 
a report issued in anticipation of new 
regulatory proposals from the Bush 
administration.

The report, written by aides to 
the committee’s majority Republicans 

and being released Wednesday, also 
says no link between mercury from 
coal-burning power plants and levels 
of mercury in fish has been scientifi-
cally established.

“After an exhaustive review of all 
the science surrounding the mercury 
debate, it is clear that some special-
interest groups are crying wolf,” said 
the panel’s chairman, Rep. Richard 
Pombo, R-Calif.

The report said mercury levels 
in fish have remained constant or 
declined slightly since the 1970s. 
“Scaring people away from consum-
ing fish is creating a public health 
crisis in its own right,” it said.

The Food and Drug Administration 
has warned that high levels of mer-
cury in some fish, including albacore 
tuna, can pose a hazard for children 
and for women pregnant or nurs-
ing. The Environmental Protection 
Agency estimates that about 8 percent 
of American women of childbearing 
age have enough mercury in their 
blood to put a fetus at risk.

The Bush administration disputes 
the Clinton administration determina-
tion that mercury should be regulated 
as a hazardous substance and that 
about 450 power plants should be 
forced to reduce it.

Instead, EPA now favors an indus-

try-backed alternative that would per-
mit individual plants to buy pollution 
rights in order to legally increase their 
levels of toxic materials released into 
the environment.

“With a more restrictive regulation, 
we could see a large portion of this 
country’s coal supplies become use-
less,” said Rep. Jim Gibbons, R-Nev., 
chairman of the resource panel’s ener-
gy and resources subcommittee. “A 
cap-and-trade approach will reduce 
mercury emissions while maintaining 
coal as a viable source of energy.” 
However, with a “Cap and Trade,” 
system, pollution levels will not be 
decreased, because if one plant low-

ers its emissions, it can sell those 
“pollution credits” to other, dirtier 
plants.

Environmentalists said the com-
mittee’s conclusions are contradicted 
by health advisories from FDA, EPA 
and state agencies across the country.

“The House report represents out-
rageous misinformation that reads like 
the utility industry’s talking points,” 
said John Walke, the NRDC’s director 
for clean air.

The EPA said its proposal would 
cut mercury emissions from coal-
burning power plants by 70 percent, 
from the current 48 tons a year to 15 
tons a year, by 2018. 

SACRAMENTO – Under pres-
sure to show results from one of the 
governor’s key budget initiatives, 
the state’s Department of General 
Services announced last month that 
a new procurement program saved 
state and local taxpayers $1.1 mil-
lion on an order for 1,600 police 
cars.

But the state will actually save 
less than $75,000, according to pur-
chasing records and interviews, a 
result that may prove to be the lat-
est in a trail of disappointments for 
the “strategic sourcing” program.

The strategic sourcing program 
faces a Senate hearing in the com-
ing weeks and growing criticism 
among lawmakers.

Launched by Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in June as a critical 
first step in reshaping the bureau-
cracy, the program has delivered 
only a fraction of the $96 million 
the administration expected so far 
this fiscal year.

The procurement program 
has been a highly 
anticipated part 
of the California 
P e r f o r m a n c e 
Review; the gover-
nor’s landmark plan 
to modernize the 
state, and was fore-
cast to save taxpay-
ers $1 billion over 
five years, using 
aggressive negotia-
tions and the state’s 
enormous buying 
power to drive down 
vendor prices.

But the company hired to imple-
ment the new 
system, Virginia-
based CGI-AMS, 
had never before 
handled a procure-
ment contract like 
California’s and 
has a recent his-
tory of troubled 
software contracts 
in other states.

CGI-AMS has 
also hired two of 
the Capitol’s most 
influential consul-

tants to help market the program to 

state officials and to lobby General 
Services: the Flanigan Law firm, 
well-known GOP lobbyists with 
close ties to Schwarzenegger’s 
senior staff; and a public relations 
firm partly owned by the governor’s 
chief fund-raiser, Marty Wilson, 
who is also helping the governor 
raise $50 million for his special 
election campaign.

Ron Joseph, director of the 
Department of General Services, 
said the Jan. 26 press release was 
not intended to be misleading but 
he acknowledged that only a small 
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Mike Smith, director of design 
and construction for Cal State 
Fullerton, sits at his desk surround-
ed by colorful graphics depicting 
what he considers to be the future 
of CSUF. Some grandiose in scale 
and others simple restorations, 
construction projects ranging from 
landscape improvements to the 
development of an 95,000-square-
foot Student Recreation Center will 
keep Smith occupied for more than 

half a decade. 
With the completion of the 

Nutwood Parking Structure and the 
near completion of the Performing 
Arts Center, the campus has become 
home to over five new develop-
ments in the past five years.

But the building frenzy is not 
expected to end there.

Campus groups continue to 
demand state-of-the-art structures 
that both architecturally and tech-
nologically meet the needs of the 
campus community. 

“Basically what we do is take 
our client’s dreams and ideas and 
turn them into a new building,” 
Smith said. 

And these days, dreams and ideas 
are appearing all over campus. 

The first of dozens of projects 

Smith predicts to elevate the cam-
pus to the height of modernism and 
accessibility is the completion of 
a second parking structure in May 
2006.  According to Smith, the 
1,513 space structure will not only 
alleviate current congestion prob-
lems, but it will also prompt the 
development of future buildings. 

“Once we complete the Parking 
Structure two, we can begin con-
struction on the new Student 
Recreation Center that will be con-
nected to the structure by walk-
way,” Smith said. 

The Student Recreation Center 
is one of the most anticipated and 
expensive projects yet. 

Kurt Borsting, director of the 

CSUF plans for three 
construction projects, 
more are on the way
By Kim Orr 
Daily Titan Staff

‘Building frenzy’ 
envelops campus

the construction of the new Performing Arts building is one of the current developments in progress on cam-
pus.  this building marks the first of many restoration and construction projects to come.

CSUF students march 
for dimes, awareness

Hip-hop music boomed through 
the Cal State Fullerton Quad as 
members of the Future Business 
Leaders of America-Phi Beta 
Lambda sported pink baby brace-
lets and danced around with change 
buckets to promote the first March 
of Dimes mini-walk on Tuesday 
afternoon.  

The two organizations joined 
together and invited students to 
participate in a mini-walk aimed 
at raising money for a five-year 
program that began in 2003 to help 
raise awareness and prevent pre-
mature births in America. 

Members of Phi Beta Lambda 
said they hoped that this event 
would support the cause and also 
get students to join their organiza-

tion.
“Since the March of Dimes is 

our national partner we wanted 
to bring their cause to a local 
level and make students aware of 
the FBLA-PBL at the same time,” 
said Dianne Ramos, CSUF chapter 
president.

Student participants began the 
mini-walk in the Quad, continued 
around campus and made their way 
through the dorms attempting to 
pick up participants and donations 
throughout the walk.   

During their campus trek, FBLA-
PBL members encouraged students 
to drop spare change or dollar 
bills into their buckets to benefit 
the March of Dimes Prematurity 
Campaign. 

According to a promotional 
flyer, the March of Dimes is invest-
ing $75 million for research to 
discover what causes premature 
birth and how it can be prevented. 
The organization hopes that by 
2007, it can decrease the amount of 
premature births and raise national 

awareness.   
“They have an important cause 

that they’re fighting for,” Joanne 
Protacio, FBLA-PBL executive 
vice-president said. “We don’t prof-
it at all from this event. Everything 
goes to the March of Dimes.”

This year’s mini-walk was the 
first to take place at CSUF, but it 
is also the first walk of its kind to 
take place on any college campus.  
It attracted volunteers from various 
organizations such as the Human 
Services Student Association, the 
track team, and different business 
associations; all devoted time to 
help manage the mini-walk. 

“We’re making history here,” 
said Emeline Yong, FBLA-PBL 
advisor and industry specialist of 
business in the Career Planning 
and Placement Center.

In addition to the numerous vol-
unteer groups, the Dean of Students, 
Candy Mink, promoted CSUF’s 
“Get involved” campaign by donat-

Gov. Schwarzenegger 
criticizes current 
single-salary schedule 
By JOseph Gavica 
Daily Titan Staff

Savings on car deal 
overstated, contractor 
safeguards questioned
The Associated Press

Phi Beta Lambda 
collects donations for 
prematurity campaign
By Jaimee Fletcher
Daily Titan Staff

Current report disputes 
the dangers of toxic 
mercury levels in fish 
The Associated Press
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Teacher 
merit 
pay to 
change?

New state procurement plan saves little money
Cal State Fullerton students walk past the Arboretum  during the march 
of dimes fundraiser tuesday.

meGan DanGermOnD/Daily Titan
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Pollution overstated says House Resources Committee

I won’t deny that 
it’s gone quite a 
bit slower than we 
anticipated, but 
we were given an 
agressive target.

ron Joseph
Director of Department 

General Services

“

”
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Feb. 13
1968: The United States sends 

10,500 additional soldiers to 
Vietnam.

1959: The ubiquitous Barbie doll 
goes on sale.

1945: U.S.S.R captures Budapest 
after 49-day battle with Germany; 
159,000 die.

1923: The first Black pro 
Basketball team, “Renaissance,” 
organizes.

1861: Abraham Lincoln is 
declared president.

Feb. 14
1988: Bobby Allison, at 50, 

becomes the oldest driver to win 
Daytona 500.

1987: An audience of 53,745 

becomes the largest NBA crowd to 
date.

1971: Richard Nixon an installs 
secret taping system in White 
House.

1941: The millionth vehicle 
traverses the New York Midtown 
Tunnel.

1950: U.S.S.R and China a sign 
peace treaty.

Feb. 15
1995: Population of People’s 

Republic of China hits 1.2 billion.
1992: Jeffrey Dahmer found sane 

and guilty of killing 15 boys.
1978: Escaped mass murderer Ted 

Bundy is recaptured in Pensacola, 
Florida.

1936: Hitler announced the build-
ing of Volkswagens.

1799: First U.S. printed ballots 
authorized in Pennsylvania.

Feb. 16
1992: Los Angeles Lakers retire 

Magic Johnson’s #32 uniform.
1968: Country’s first 911 

phone system goes into service in 
Haleyville, Alaska.

1946: First commercially designed 
helicopter is tested in Bridgeport, 
Conn.

1918: Lithuania declares indepen-
dence from Russia and Germany.

1878: Silver dollar becomes legal 
U.S. tender.

Feb. 17
1997: Weekly Standard shows 

evidence that Larry Flint sexually 
abused his daughter.

1974: Forty-nine die in stampede 
for seats at a soccer match in Cairo, 
Egypt.

1943: New York Yankee Joe 
DiMaggio enlists into the U.S. 
Army.

1933: First issue of Newsweek 
magazine published.

1913: First minimum wage law in 
U.S. takes effect in Oregon.

World

News
 biN Rief

despite the lingering chilly weather, oxalis blooms in a planter near the Performing Arts Building on cam-
pus tuesday.

Megan DangerMonD/Daily Titan

Campus blooms

Nation

State

Reports compiled from The Associated Press

All events are free and on campus 
unless otherwise indicated. If you 
would like to have a specific entry put 
in the calendar section, please send 
an e-mail to news@dailytitan.com.
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Today
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Wednesday, Feb. 16
Partly Cloudy
Low 50°

Thursday, Feb. 17
Cloudy 
Low 53°

Friday, Feb. 18
Rain
Low 52°
Compiled from The Weather Channel

66°

67°

65°

foReCasT
Weather

Want to learn your purpose? 
Marilyn White, founder and editor 
of Precious Times online magazine, 
will be on campus sharing her expe-
riences. 

The event, “Finding Your Purpose 
when the Dots are Not All in a 
Row,” will take place from noon to 
1 p.m. in UH 205.

“The Brush of Xing Jie ‘Jason’ 
Chen” is on display at the Atrium 
Gallery in the Pollak Library. 

The exhibit displays Chen’s versa-
tile works in paintings using differ-
ent Chinese techniques to interpret 
American Southwest landscapes.

Learn how to make a lasting 
impact at a job interview. 

The Career Center is holding a 
Campus Interview Orientation today 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in LH 210G 
discussing what to bring and what to 
expect on a job interview.

The Chemistry is performing 
without beakers, Bunson burners or 
test tubes. 

Come out for a free outdoor show 
at the Becker Amphitheater from 
noon to 1 p.m.

Learn how to have a mentoring 
relationship with your peers at noon 
in Room 222 of the Humanities 
Building. Rochelle Woods will be 
speaking on “Mentoring Peer to Peer: 
Creating a Supportive Network.”

Check out the impact Orange 
County has had on popular music 
at the Fullerton Museum Center. 
The Exhibit, “The Orange Groove: 
Orange County’s Rock n’ Roll 
History” will be featured at noon. 
Admission is 4 bucks.

Have an eye for color? Come to 
Bowling Mania in the TSU from 3 
p.m. to 7 p.m. and win prizes for 
knocking down different combina-
tions of colored pins. The cost with a 
valid student ID is $1.75 per person 
per game.

Grab your racquets and shuttle-
cocks and join the Intramural Sports 
Men’s and Women’s Badminton 
Singles League. Today is the last 
day to register. Entry forms should 
be turned into KHS 159 by 5 p.m.

The Jamie Shew Quintet will be 
performing at Steamers Café, a jazz 
club on Commonwealth. Admission 
is free and the show starts at 8 p.m.

Party with the band like it’s 2055. 
For a $5 parking fee, you can jam 
with the LEMUR orchestra, a quin-
tet of musical robots, at the Beall 
Center for Art and Technology on 
712 Arts Plaza in Irvine. GuitarBOT, 
TibetBOT, ForestBOT, !rBOT and 
the ModBOTs play existing compo-
sitions or users can assist the band in 
creating new works. But, keep your 
clothes on, a bra thrown on stage 
may cause one of the robots to short 
circuit.

Corrections 
In the Jan.31 issue of the Daily 

Titan, Laura Gordon was cred-
ited with the story “Flyers land 
in Fullerton.” The author is Ryan 
McKay.

In the Jan. 31 issue of the Daily 
Titan, the Department of Human 
Communication Studies was incor-
rectly referred to as the Department 
of Human Communications. 

In the Feb. 7 issue of the Daily 
Titan, Gabriel Villegas was incor-
rectly referred to as a “she.” Villegas 
is a male.

events
in hiSTory

Likely Iraq leader promises moderation
BAGHDAD, Iraq – The shy family doctor who became the leading candi-

date for prime minister Tuesday says ending the nation’s rampant violence is 
his top priority and that U.S. troops would remain as long as they are needed 
to achieve that goal. In an exclusive Associated Press interview, Ibrahim al-
Jaafari, a 58-year-old moderate Shiite Muslim politician who fled a brutal 
crackdown by Saddam Hussein in 1980, also talked about drafting a consti-
tution that will draw not only on Islam for inspiration.

U.S. withdraws ambassador from Syria
WASHINGTON – The United States pulled its ambassador from Syria on 

Tuesday, expressing “profound outrage” over the assassination of a Lebanese 
leader who had protested Syrian influence in his country. In Lebanon, noisy 
street processions mourned former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.

U.S. creates drug safety oversight board
WASHINGTON – The government is setting up a special monitoring 

board to keep checking on medicines once they’re on the market, responding 
to complaints that officials reacted too slowly to reports linking prescription 
painkillers to heart attack and stroke. Plans for the board were announced 
Tuesday on the eve of a three-day scientific meeting on the safety of pain-
killers such as Vioxx and Celebrex, drugs that blossomed into a $5 billion-a-
year business before risks from potential side effects came to light.

Teen gets 30 years in Zoloft murder case
CHARLESTON, S.C. – A 15-year-old boy who claimed the antidepres-

sant Zoloft drove him to kill his grandparents and burn their house down 
was found guilty of murder Tuesday and sentenced to 30 years in prison. 
The jury took six hours to reject Christopher Pittman’s claim that he was 
“involuntarily intoxicated” by the drug and could not be held responsible for 
the crime. Beirut. Angry Lebanese attacked Syrian workers in his hometown 
of Sidon, injuring several and shattering the windows of a Syrian-owned 

Defrosted priest sentenced for raping boy
BOSTON – Defrocked priest Paul Shanley, whose crimes shook the 

Roman Catholic Church, was sentenced to 12 to 15 years in prison on child 
rape charges Tuesday to a burst of applause from some of the many who 
accused him of molesting them. As a wobbly, 74-year-old Shanley was led 
away in handcuffs, one man called out mockingly, “Goodbye!”

Do you have the 
crappiest car ever?

Do dates laugh at you 
when you arrive for an 

outing?

Do people on the bus 
snicker when you drive 

by?

We want you! 

send photos of your 
atrocious automobile to 
features@dailytitan.com

if your photo wins, you 
can see your car in the 
Daily titan next week.

Democratic campaign staffers ordered to
MILWAUKEE – Five Democratic campaign staffers – including the sons 

of a congresswoman and a former city official – were ordered Tuesday to 
stand trial for allegedly vandalizing Republican get-out-the-vote vans on 
Election Day. The five are accused of slashing the tires of 25 vans rented by 
the state GOP to drive voters and monitors to the polls. The felony charge 
carries a maximum punishment of 3 1/2 years in prison and a $10,000 fine. 
Arraignment was set for March 4. 

CHP sued for confiscation of marijuana
BERKELEY – Medical marijuana advocates filed a lawsuit Tuesday 

demanding California Highway Patrol officers stop confiscating pot from 
authorized users. The lawsuit is the latest salvo in the long-running debate 
over medical marijuana in California, approved by voters in 1996, opposed 
by federal authorities ever since and applied unevenly all over the state.



portion of the $1.1 million in sav-
ings would be going to the state, if 
that money was saved at all.

Of the 1,600-car order, the state 
would be buying about 1,000 cars at 
a savings of about $75,000, Joseph 
acknowledged after inquiries from 
The Associated Press.

The remaining cars could poten-
tially be bought by any local police 
and sheriff’s departments that 
decide to make purchases through 
the state program, generating an 

estimated savings to local taxpayers 
of close to $1 million if all the cars 
were sold, he said.

Joseph defended the procure-
ment program and said big savings 
are coming.

“I won’t deny that it’s gone quite 
a bit slower than we anticipated, 
but we were given an aggressive 
target,” said Joseph.

He said it took longer than 
expected to get good data on the 
state’s spending practices to use as 
a baseline and that several contracts 
that will save the state big money 
should be announced in the coming 

month.
CGI-AMS and its partner, Texas-

based A.T. Kearney, have complet-
ed just one deal to date; a renego-
tiating of an office supply contract 
expected to save $9 million through 
June 2006. Contracts for the pur-
chase of the police cars have been 
held up by a protest filed by a los-
ing bidder.

If bigger deals are in the off-
ing, lawmakers preparing for next 
month’s hearing said they want to 
know more about how the depart-
ment calculates the savings from 
each contract. That’s important, 

said Sen. Joe Dunn, D-Long Beach, 
because the companies’ commis-
sion is based on a percentage of the 
savings.

The problem is that CGI-AMS 
and A.T. Kearney are not only help-
ing the state evaluate how it spends 
money but also helping set the 
baseline for measuring the sav-
ings – and thus their own commis-
sions, said Dunn, who first began 
questioning the CGI-AMS contract 
shortly after it was signed.

“It could be a little bit of the 
fox guarding the hen house,” said 
vDunn, a member of the Senate 
subcommittee reviewing the con-
tract. “That was our concern then 
and now. It’s just not a good busi-
ness practice to put those functions 
in the hands of the same entity. Even 
if there’s no impropriety, there’s an 
appearance of it.”

Joseph said the contract has pro-
visions that prevent the compa-
nies from exploiting their dual role 
– including an independent audit 
of both the methods used for cal-
culating savings and another audit 
after each contract is completed to 
ensure the savings are accurate.

But a close review of the police 
car bidding shows how calculating 
the savings can become a question 
of interpretation.

In the Jan. 26 press release, the 
department estimated that $1.1 mil-

lion would be saved by state and 
local taxpayers in the deal. But 
Joseph acknowledged that a big 
part of the order – and most of 
the touted savings – are tied to 
the purchase of Chevrolet Impalas, 
vehicles that would be bought by 
local police and sheriff departments 
and not the state.

For local governments to save 
enough money to back up the 
department’s claims, they would 
have to save $1,708 on each of the 
600 Chevrolets. That’s 22.7 times 
the $75 saved for each of the 1,000 
Fords.

Folsom Lake Ford won the right 
to sell the cars to the state, offering 
a price of $21,465 per vehicle for 
up to 1,000 Ford Crown Victoria 
sedans for the California Highway 
Patrol.

However, records show conflict-
ing prices for the baseline cost 
of the cars – and even after the 
AP inquired about the contract, 
department officials were uncertain 
whether the state was preparing to 
agree to the baseline that would 
result in a much higher commis-
sion.

One baseline comes from the 
most recent prior purchase of the 
same Fords for the CHP. That was 
Dec. 9, when a contract for 150 
cars was awarded to Sacramento’s 
Downtown Ford. 

In a deal done outside the strate-
gic sourcing program and without 
the help of CGI-AMS, the dealer’s 
price was $21,540 or $75 more per 
car than the January bid.

The savings are calculated by 
multiplying $75 by 1,000 cars for 
$75,000 in total savings.

The other baseline price was set 
in November after department offi-
cials and their consultants agreed 
on a complex formula for evaluat-
ing the marketplace and historic 
purchases of Ford police cars in 
the past. 

That price was set at $21,770 or 
$305 more per car than the January 
bid.

The $305 per car in estimated 
savings multiplied by 1,000 comes 
to $305,000 in savings.

Depending on which baseline is 
used, the 10.5 percent commission 
to the consultant swings greatly. 
The December figure would result 
in a commission of $7,875; the 
November figure would bring in 
closer to $32,000.

Joseph said the department now 
will argue that the December price 
is more accurate. He conceded that 
he may get a challenge from CGI-
AMS.

A spokeswoman in CGI-AMS’ 
corporate communications office in 
Cleveland referred questions about 
the contract to Joseph.
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SANTA MARIA – Michael 
Jackson was taken to an emergency 
room with the flu while en route to 
court Tuesday, delaying jury selec-
tion in his child molestation trial for 
the second time in two weeks.

As potential jurors filed into the 
courtroom for questioning by attor-
neys – including a few who were 
scolded by bailiffs for being late 
– Jackson’s seat remained empty. 
Nearly 20 minutes after the sing-

er was scheduled to arrive, Judge 
Rodney S. Melville announced that 
Jackson had been taken to a hos-
pital.

Later, after talking to Jackson’s 
doctor, the judge said Jackson had 
been admitted with the flu and would 
need several days to recover. Jury 
selection was delayed until Feb. 22.

“Mr. Jackson is very ill with flu,” 
Melville said. “He has all the symp-
toms that we all have when we have 
the flu.”

The judge noted that several 
members of the jury pool were also 
out with flu and that it appeared to 
be going around.

“He’ll have ample time to get 
well and you’ll have ample time to 
get sick,” Melville said.

Before the judge’s announcement, 
Jackson’s lawyers gathered in a ves-
tibule at the back of the courtroom, 
talking on cell phones and trying 
to figure out why their client was 
delayed.

One pool reporter who overheard 
attorney Brian Oxman quoted him as 
saying, “You’re going to the emer-
gency room? Well you better make 
sure you get a note or a report.”

Jackson attorney Thomas 
Mesereau Jr. told the judge Jackson 
had also felt ill Monday, when attor-
neys began questioning jurors for 
any signs of possible bias.

“He was not feeling well yes-
terday. He got sick last night,” 
Mesereau said. “He became ill on 
the way over.”

Leaving court, Oxman told report-
ers, “He’s doing OK.”

Some potential jurors appeared 
annoyed by the delay, which came a 
week after another delay due to the 
death of Mesereau’s sister.

“Six months of this?” one pros-
pect muttered, referring to the antici-
pated length of the trial.

Outside the Marian Medical 
Center, about two miles from court, 
dozens of fans and reporters gath-
ered. 

Police officers guarded all entranc-
es, stopping anyone who appeared to 
be with the media, while hospital 
officials put up white fabric to hide 
what was going on in the emergency 
room.

On Monday, Jackson carried tis-

sues and was wiping his nose when 
he arrived at court, and court artist 
Vicki Behringer said she heard him 
sniffling. As he listened to poten-
tial jurors, he nodded his head and 
smiled often. He laughed along with 
others when a woman said she grew 
tired of one of his songs when a 
friend overplayed it.

Jackson’s defense attorneys read 
a long, star-studded list of pos-
sible witnesses Monday, including 
Elizabeth Taylor, Jay Leno, Quincy 
Jones and Kobe Bryant. 

Mesereau told the judge Tuesday 
that he would add 13 names to the 
list when attorneys return next week 
to try to select 12 jurors and eight 
alternates.

The judge rejected a request from 

Mesereau to question jurors for 
more than the 10 minutes currently 
allowed, saying that was plenty of 
time. He also said defense attorneys 
would not be allowed to privately 
question jurors who requested con-
fidentiality about some issues. The 
judge said he would handle those 
questions himself.

Responding to a prosecution 
query, the judge ruled that the same 
attorney on each side would have 
make the trial’s opening statements 
and closing arguments.

Jackson, 46, is charged with 
molesting a 13-year-old cancer 
patient at his Neverland Ranch, ply-
ing the youth with alcohol, and con-
spiring to hold him and his family 
captive.
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ing T-shirts to participants. 
According to Mink, “Get 

Involved” is a program that exists 
to encourage students to partici-
pate in extracurricular activities 
and join and organization such as 
the FBLA-PBL.

FBLA-PBL members worked 
on the mini-walk project for six 
months to ensure that it would run 
smoothly but, despite their hard 
work, some speculated that there 
would be a low turnout due to the 
pre-event advertising.

“Some people thought that the 
slogan ‘Save this Baby’ on our fli-
ers was an anti-abortion ad, but it’s 
not,” Protacio, a CSUF accounting 
major said. 

“We found our fliers ripped off 
the wood stakes and all over the 
floor,” Protacio said.

Protacio said that she thought 
this might be one of the reasons 
for students’ apathy in joining the 
walk. 

She said that next year they 
might brainstorm in order to come 
up with a different slogan that 
wouldn’t make students reluctant 
to get involved. 

The FBLA-PBL said it wants to 
make this event an annual occur-
rence and hopefully, by next year, 
make it a popular event among 
CSUF students.
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Titan Student Union, said fund-
ing for the more than $30 million 
facility was proposed through a 
campus-wide referendum.

“All students are contributing 
$20 per semester through student 
union fees during construction, and 
each will pay an additional $30 per 
semester once the center has been 
built,” Borsting said. 

Official designs for the center 
include a two-story glass façade 
that will greet visitors with a clear 
view of a rock climbing wall and a 
20,000-square-foot fitness center. 

The center also boasts three mul-
tipurpose rooms, a multi-lane jog-
ging track, a cardio theatre and 
several basketball courts. 

“We’re trying to create a real 
club quality environment,” said 
Borsting. “It’s the best health club 
experience you can have on cam-
pus.” 

Surrounding the center, which is 
expected to be open August 2008, 
will be the Outdoor Activities 
Center consisting of sand volley-
ball and basketball courts and a 
multi-activity court. Borsting said 
a new swimming pool will decorate 
the south side of the recreation cen-
ter and will serve as both a lap pool 
and a place for students to relax or 
hold events. 

June 2008 will also mark the 
completion of the new College of 
Business and Economics building; 
a structure that Dean Anil Puri said 
is hugely needed. 

“We are the largest college on 
campus, but our college really 
doesn’t have a home building,” 
said Puri. “Students have no place 
to sit and work together.” 

The new building, which will be 
named Steven Mihaylo Hall after 
its private $3 million donor, is 
expected to provide a more inter-
active learning environment for 
students. 

The official plans for the build-
ing have not yet been released, but 
Puri said that several tiered class-
rooms, a 250-seat classroom and 

new offices for faculty will be con-
tained in what Puri is describing as 
a uniquely shaped structure. 

“Its going to be what we call a 
signature building,” said Puri. “We 
can’t release the official plans until 
next month, but it’s going to look 
different than any other building 
on campus.”

Smith said that the more than $43 
million project will not be simple. 
Relocation of Nutwood Avenue and 
the destruction of what is now the 
parking and transportation office 

represents just a few of the changes 
that will surround the construction 
of the new building. 

“It’s going to be one of the most 
disruptive projects yet,” said Smith. 
“But you don’t make an omelette 
without breaking eggshells.” 

For more information on the 
College of Business and Economics, 
Student Recreation Center, Parking 
Structure 2 and other future build-
ing projects, students are encour-
aged to visit http://d-c.fullerton.
edu. 

large cement mixing trucks have been a common sight for many months 
on the Cal State Fullerton campus.  the university is currently undergoing 
a face lift, which includes new buildings that reflect the recent trend for 
modernism and accessibility.       
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“They just threw another $2.9 bil-
lion dollars into a program where 
there are hundreds of failing schools 
and where a third of students aren’t 
graduating from high school.”

Arlene Ackerman, superintendent 
of the San Francisco Unified School 
District, told the Los Angeles Times 
on Monday that we have to treat 
teaching as we would any other 
profession.  

“Teachers can get way too com-
fortable with a system like the one 
that we have now,” Vander Veen 
said. “Imagine if America’s top 
companies ran a system like that. 
The CEO of IBM doesn’t care how 
long his chief engineer has been 
there. If he doesn’t perform and 
continue to improve, he doesn’t 
have a job.”

Many of California’s educators, 
however, oppose the view of educa-
tion as a business.

“How can you measure the success 
of a teacher except by the success 

of their students?” Terry Squires, 
alumni and teacher for the Corona-
Norco Unified School District for 
29 years asked.  “This is not a fair 
criteria to judge a teacher.” 

Squires said that if the proposal 
were to pass, no teacher would want 

to work for a Title I school due to a 
lack of pay. A Title I school is gen-
erally categorized by low Academic 
Performance Index scores and 
includes students who do not speak 
English as their first language.

“It’s not fair for a teacher to work 
extremely hard at a Title I school 

and not get the merit pay,” Squires 
said. “The schools that really need 
dedicated, hard-working teachers 
will lose these teachers because they 
will never get merit pay.”

Amanda Moore, a graduate of Cal 
State Fullerton’s Blended Teacher 
Education Program (BTEP), a pro-
gram that enables its students to 
receive their degree and creden-
tial in four years, said she opposes 
changing the pay scale. 

Moore, who is a teacher, said that 
if the proposal were passed, it would 
halt collaboration between teach-
ers, a factor that has been proven to 
increase test scores. 

“Why would teachers think of 
sharing if it meant their friend may 
get merit pay and they may not?” 
Moore asked. “You could be pitting 
teachers against one another.”     

Due to the fact that it is against 
California code policy to judge pub-
lic school teachers strictly on the 
basis of standardized testing, some 
educators have said that they are 
confident the proposal will be noth-
ing more than a proposal.
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