
Lent is the 40-day period of 
observance, excluding Sundays, 
which begins on Ash Wednesday 
and ends the day before Easter. 
Lenten fasting period, however, 
also affects the fast-food industry.

During this time period, those 
over the age of 14 who belong to 
some Christian faiths are required 
to give up meat, eggs and milk 
products collectively as a group. 
Individuals choose one particular 
food item to give up for 40 days 
and 40 nights. Sweets and alco-
holic beverages are often common 
choices.

Since believers give up products 
that are common among food ser-
vices, this makes it hard for fast-
food restaurants to accommodate 
those who are involved in the fast-

ing process. 
Roy, a Taco Bell manager in 

Placentia, who said he is not autho-
rized to give his full name, said 
Taco Bell will find ways to assist 
those customers who are participat-
ing in Lenten fasting.

“We offer a decent number of 
meatless items and are willing to 
modify anything on our menu to 
meet our customers’ needs,” Roy 
said. “All the customers have to 
do is ask and we will be more than 
happy to help them.”

Taco Bell is not the only restau-

rant willing to oblige those who 
are observing Lent. Anne Hallock, 
the public relations assistant for 
Carl Karcher Enterprises, Inc. said 
Carl’s Jr now offers fish and chips 
for customers observing Lent. This 
item will stay on the menu until 
May.

“We accommodate those who 
are observing Lent by offering deli-
cious fish options, from our fish 
and chips to our Carl’s Catch fish 
sandwich to our zesty fish tacos at 
dual-branded Green Burrito restau-
rants,” Hallock said.

“We feel that our customers will 
continue to enjoy the Carl’s Jr menu 
even during this time of religious 
observance,” she said.

Although most believers give up 
certain foods, there are some who 
take a different approach.

Patrick, a senior business major 
who wanted his full name withheld, 
said he was inspired by the movie 
“40 Days and 40 Nights” and decid-
ed to give up sex for Lent. 

“I do realize that premarital sex 
is out of the question but I just 
wanted to show my commitment to 

God by giving up everything that 
has to do with sex … and I mean 
everything,” Patrick said. “I figure 
that this will be a huge sacrifice for 
God and I feel that giving up meat 
is too easy, although I am doing that 
as well.”

Patrick said he knows he is tak-
ing a different approach to the stan-
dard Lenten fasting.

“I think it will be difficult but I 
hope I can do it. It has been almost 
a week so far,” Patrick said. “I don’t 
have a girlfriend, which helps, but 
so far I am holding on strong.”

With the light of the full moon pav-
ing the way, the ghost tour began at the 
Fullerton Museum, where it’s rumored a man 
in a striped shirt, possibly a farm worker, has 
been seen on occasion in the basement.

 “It’s kind of creepy in here,” staff mem-
ber, Damaris Vasques, said. “You just get this 
feeling.” But she hasn’t seen anything, yet.

Educational Coordinator of the Fullerton 
Museum and Ghost Hostess Aimee Aul 
reveals there are two special guests on the 
tour tonight, Victoria Gross and Deann Burch, 
who are psychic investigators that have con-
firmed that both the Fullerton Museum and 
Plummer Auditorium have lots of psychic 
energy.

“We do it for fun and volunteer to check 
things out,” Burch said. But they only inves-
tigate historical places where they can verify 
facts.

Tony Gonzalez, a manager at Plummer 
Auditorium, has come across a few ghostly 
episodes.

“The second reaction [when you see some-
thing spooky] is stare like a deer in the 
headlights and you can’t move,” he said. 
“The first reaction is you scream like a girl 
and run.”

He ran one time when he saw one of 
the large chandeliers moving. He knew all 
the chandeliers were connected and one 
can’t move if the others aren’t moving. He 
screamed and ran to get another manager, but 
when they got back, it had stopped moving.

Another story Gonzales tells is when the 
mirrored disco ball on stage started spinning 
wildly, but no one was near it. This event didn’t 
even phase the stagehands setting up for a 
dance recital below the ball. One of them just 
looked up and yelled, “Knock it off Louie.” 
The ball stopped. Then it reversed direction.  
“Louie refers to Louis Plummer, the super-
intendent of schools from 1917 to 1941,”Aul 
said. 

The auditorium is named after Plummer, 
who has been dead for some time and is 
rumored to watch the performances from the 
catwalk, she said.

“Most old theaters have the tradition of 
being haunted,” Aul said. “And this is a very 
busy place with psychic energy.”

The tour also went to Le Potager on 
Brookdale Avenue, where owners John and 
Tracy Reed have noticed a few unexplainable 
events: a light upstairs that refuses to stay off, 
footsteps on the upstairs landing when no 
customers were in the shop and a yellowed 
label with the word “Lillian” printed on it 
mysteriously propped against a miniature 
Eiffel tower lamp in a display case. 
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Students join the line extending out the front door of Landsdorf Hall’s Admissions and 
Records center.
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Falling in lineTour the  
haunted 
side of 
Fullerton
Ghost hostess leads trips 
to paranormal places and 
believers share experiences
By April Miller 
Daily Titan Staff

New standards 
for fraternities
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The sounds of music and rowdy col-
lege students returned to Teri Place, 
Cal State Fullerton’s Fraternity Row, 
last week. The volume, however, was 
turned down a few notches and the 
street seemed desolate compared to past 
semesters when hundreds of students 
could often be seen jumping from house 
to house during system-wide fraternity 
parties.  

 “On the row, it seemed smaller,” 
said CSUF senior 
Huy Diep, a mem-
ber of the Lambda 
Chi Alpha fraterni-
ty. “It didn’t seem 
like there were that 
many people there.”  

The decreased 
party attendance 
may be partly due to 
the fraternity party 
rules that are now 
enforced by CSUF, 
campus security and 
the Inter-Fraternity Council.

After the shooting of a Sigma Phi 
Epsilon member last October by an 
unknown assailant during the chapter’s 
party, the school decided it was time for 
a safety plan.

“The October shooting reinforced the 
idea that we didn’t have an environment 
free of violence,” said Juanita Razo, 
assistant dean of students. “We needed 
the moratorium to make sure the row 
was safe for our students again.  The 
Greek community has done a great job 
of respecting the moratorium and voic-
ing their opinions and concerns.”

A Greek Task Force comprised of 
Greek leaders and school administra-
tors was formed following the shooting 
to propose new standards for fraternity 
parties and also to focus on strengthen-
ing current policies.

“In order for fraternities to have par-
ties, they need to have two security 
guards at all parties, and they must 
be hired from a school-approved com-
pany,” said Razo, who served on the 
Greek Task Force. “The Greek system 
can have three system-wide parties, plus 
each chapter can have one individual 
party a semester. There is also a safety 
meeting required for every fraternity 
party.”

Additionally, all fraternity party 
guests must be on a list. 

“Guest lists have always been used 
because university 
parties are closed,” 
Razo said.  “They 
are invitation only 
and have a maxi-
mum of 300 guests, 
which the security 
companies will be 
enforcing.”

Guest lists have 
long been around, 
but as many Greek 
partygoers know, 
they usually are not 

enforced, until now. Girls could often 
coerce their way into a fraternity party 
without being named on the proper list, 
but last Friday many females said they 
were sad to see that the school rules 
were enforced.  

“I did notice there were girls who 
weren’t on the list and they were really 
disappointed,” said Erika Johnson, a 
CSUF junior who attended the Pi Kappa 
Phi party. “They tried to get into the 
house, but couldn’t because there was 
security in the front and the back.”

Greeks on the Row 
must adhere to stringent 
policies during parties
By Jennifer Bellendir 
For the Daily Titan

New resource center opens its doors

Students and faculty celebrated the grand 
opening of the African-American Resource 
Center in the Humanities Building Monday 
afternoon. 

Guided tours showed faculty and students 
the various facilities that the AARC had to 
offer, including African art and literature. 

The center, constructed in an existing 
room in the Humanities Building, was fund-
ed primarily by three on-campus groups; 
Academic Affairs, Dean Klammer’s office 
and the Student Affairs office.  

Plans for the AARC, a project that took 
two years to complete, were first introduced 
to CSUF President Milton A. Gordon by 
the Alliance for the Preservation of African 
American Consciousness. 

Gordon said a group of students wanted 
the school to build a center where African-
American students, and other students, could 
go to learn about black culture and help CSUF 
students develop a sense of community.

“After that group of students came to me, 
I thought it would be appropriate for us to 
begin the creation and development for build-
ing the center,” Gordon said.

With the completion of the center, Gordon 
said the biggest responsibility is making sure 
that the center is used correctly, enriching the 
academic experience for CSUF students.

“My wish, my hope is that it is going to be 
used for scholarship, research and important 
discussion,” he said.

 Robert Palmer, vice president of Student 
Affairs, said the AARC strives to be an 
important tool for all students to research 
and discuss African-American culture and a 
way for them to focus on integrating African 
American students into the campus and com-
munity. 

Ephraim Smith, vice-president of Academic 
Affairs, said that in addition to being an infor-
mation center for students, the center might 

help produce more successful students.
“An involved student has a better chance 

to graduate,” he said. “The center will pro-
vide improved graduation rates and improved 
scholarship [usage].”

Nnamdi Okafor, president of the African 
Student Association, said students view 
the center as not only a good academ-
ic resource, but also a good social out-
let. Equipped with a comfortable-looking 
couch, TV and big pillows with African-
inspired material, he said the center offers 
a relaxing ambience for the busy student. 
“We hold meetings there and we can relax 
there,” said Okafor.” It’s a good place for 
community.”  

Julie Stokes, director of the center, said 
she hopes to make the AARC known campus 
wide. 

Stokes said she has organized cultural 
events to promote the center as well as dis-
tributing a documentary about the construc-
tion of the AARC. She added that there will 
be a Web site posted so students can obtain 
information about the center’s upcoming 
events, and hopefully participate.
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ephraim Smith, vice president for aca-
demic affairs, gives remarks during the 
grand Opening of the African-American 
Resource Center located in room 222 of the 
Humanities Building.
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Completion of African-
American facitlity focuses 
on enriching student life
By JAiMee fletcher 
Daily Titan Staff

40-day period of observance affects fast-food industry 
Local food chains 
attempt to appease 
customers for Lent
By courtney SAlAS 
Daily Titan Staff

The October shooting 
reinforced the idea 
that we didn’t have an 
enviornment free of 
violence 

Juanita razo
Assistant Dean of Students

“
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Heather Gyurina, a Fullerton 
police officer present at the frater-
nity gatherings, said the guest list is 
necessary.  

“It helps to have a limited amount 
of people because neighbors still 

hear the music, but they don’t see 
all the people hanging out in front 
of the houses and in the streets,” 
Gyurina said. “This helps us because 
we have a better view of everything 
going on. Before, anybody could get 
into the parties.  It wasn’t organized 
and people were running all over the 
place. Friday night, we had abso-
lutely no problems; you could tell 

there was a major difference.”
“I think the parties were very safe 

and ran pretty smooth,” said CSUF 
junior DeVon Sneddon, IFC presi-
dent and member of Pi Kappa Phi. 
“There were a total of 10 police offi-
cers present and there weren’t many 
random people walking the streets 
because they knew they weren’t 
going to get in.”

“These rules allow the campus 
and the police to have an exact date 
of when the parties will happen 
so they can be prepared,” Sneddon 
said. “They will keep the row safe 
and organized.”

Many of the fraternities said they 
agree the new rules provide their 
chapters’ safety, but there are some 
stipulations they do not deem neces-
sary.

“The rule that two fraternities 
can’t have their individual party the 
same weekend is kind of unneces-
sary,” Diep said. “That limits what 
we can do for the semester.”

However, the rules are not set in 
stone.  

“The safety plan is a living docu-
ment; we’ll make adjustments where 
we need to,” Razo said.  

 “If there is a major fight on the 
row, I can pretty much guarantee 
all parties will be stopped for, at 
the very least, a semester,” Sneddon 
said.   

Head down to the TSU Pub for 
the Open Mic Series. From noon to 
1 p.m. you can come and listen to 
the performers. All MCs, poets, and 
musicians are welcome.

The Hygiene Collection Drive 
begins today. Toiletries can be 
donated to the Volunteer and Service 
center in TSU 2. The drive will 
run through March 18. All dona-
tions will go to the Orange County 
Rescue Mission.

The Intramural Sports Men’s and 
Women’s Bowling Doubles will be 
in the TSU Underground today from 
4 to 6 p.m. The event is open to 
CSUF students and Rec Members 
with a valid ID. The cost is $2.

If you don’t know what to expect 
at your next job interview come to 
the Career Center from 4 p.m. to 5 
p.m. Campus Interview Orientation 
will take place in LH-210G.

Come see your Titans play ball.  
The men’s baseball team will 
play against the San Diego State 
University Aztecs tonight at 6 p.m.

Want to build your endurance? 
Take a Kickboxing class tonight and 
tone your muscles by using punch-
ing and kicking combinations set 
to high energy music. The aerobic 
based workout will take place in 
KHS 203 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
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Decorative lighting hangs in the Kinesiology and Health Sciences Building, where students can stop by for a Drop-in fitness class or visit the gym.
JAMES CARROLL/Daily Titan 

Let there be light
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unless otherwise indicated. If you 
would like to have a specific entry put 
in the calendar section, please send 
an e-mail to news@dailytitan.com.
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Lonely For Love?
 Get Yourself A ‘Porn Buddy’

NEW YORK -- Anyone can have 
a “friendship with benefits” but it 
takes a special person to be a “porn 
buddy.” That’s what New York-
based performance artist Rachel 
Shukert discovered last year after a 
painful breakup with her boyfriend. 
Instead of finding a part-time lover 
for “booty calls,” Shukert chose 
to spend her time watching porn 
with a hunky male neighbor who 
became her “porn buddy.” She says 
actual intercourse should never be 
part of the “porn buddy” relation-
ship because the “sexual tension has 
to be there.” Otherwise, it’s just a 
booty call. Also, Shukert says that 
no matter how turned on you get, 
you shouldn’t take matters “into 
your own hands” with a porn buddy 
present. 

She says her porn buddy made 
her feel sexy without having sex 
and helped her figure out what she 

wanted in her next serious relation-
ship. Shukert is arousing interest 
in the porn buddy concept with an 
article at the nerve.com.

Man castrates self

AHMEDABAD: In a shocking 
incident, a 22-year-old youth of 
Ahmedabad district castrated him-
self earlier this week to do away with 
the root cause of his sexual frustra-
tion. Bachu Mafabhai chopped off 
his penis with a sharp blade on 
Tuesday morning, which according 
to his own confession, was to get 
rid himself of the root cause of his 
unfulfilled sexual desires that were 
making life miserable for him.  “I 
could not sleep for nights on end, 
I would just keep tossing and turn-
ing in bed,” Bachu, who had a 
broken wedding engagement four 
years ago, told TNN. To escape 
the daily misery unleashed by his 
unfulfilled desires, Bachu chopped 
off his sexual organ and buried it 
near his home. “Luckily, my wife 
saw him burying something and saw 
a stream of blood flowing from his 
clothes. On knowing what had hap-
pened, we immediately recovered 
his organ and shifted him to a hos-
pital,” Naran, Bachu’s elder brother, 

told TNN.  Meanwhile, doctors at 
the Civil Hospital have successfully 
put the severed sexual organ back 
in place with the help of micro-
surgery. “Luckily, the blade used 
was sharp and the cut was clean. 
We have successfully put the organ 
back by joining one artery and two 
vessels,” Dr Ayappan Pillai, senior 
plastic surgeon, said. “We do get 
cases of men with severed sexual 
organs, on and off, but this kind 
of self-amputation is rare. Experts 
say that persons like Bachu are left 
to fight a lone battle without any 
proper guidance and exposure to sex 
education. “At the core of the prob-
lem lies the fact that while children 
and youths are getting exposed to 
sexual temptations at a very early 
age, the marriage age is going up. 
This has led to a whole range of sex-
related problems amongst youths,” 
Dr Laxman Malodiya, director of 
Ahmedabad AIDS Control Society, 
says. “There is a grave need to 
address the youths, especially the 
uneducated ones, who suffer due to 
ignorance and myths. This fellow 
could have resorted to masturbation, 
but there is a stigma surrounding the 
same, and the myth that it strips the 
males of their potency. All this has 
to change,” Dr Malodiya said. 

did you
know?
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Pope to undergo therapy after surgery
VATICAN CITY – Pope John Paul II has begun speech and respiratory 

therapy following surgery to ease his latest breathing crisis, the Vatican 
said Monday, without indicating when he might be able to speak in public 
or leave the hospital. Doctors cut a breathing hole into his windpipe and 
said John Paul should be able to speak normally. The Vatican insisted the 
pontiff’s recovery was proceeding uneventfully. “He’s over the average 
age of 78” and he’s “vulnerable” to more such respiratory problems, said 
the doctor, stressing that he hasn’t examined John Paul.

Osama enlisting Al-Zarqawi for attacks
WASHINGTON – New intelligence indicates that Osama bin Laden is 

enlisting Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, his top operative in Iraq, to plan potential 
attacks on the United States, federal officials said Monday. Al-Zarqawi 
has been involved in attacks in the Middle East. He has not been known to 
have set his sights on America.

Lebanon government resigns after protest
BEIRUT, Lebanon – With shouts of “Syria out!” 25,000 protesters 

massed outside Parliament in a dramatic display of defiance that forced 
out Lebanon’s pro-Syrian prime minister and Cabinet Monday, two weeks 
after the assassination of a popular politician touched off increasing unrest. 
Minutes after Prime Minister Omar Karami announced he was stepping 
down, jubilant demonstrators demanded that Syrian-backed President 
Emile Lahoud bow out, too. 

White House must charge or free suspect
WASHINGTON – A federal judge ordered the Bush administration 

Monday to either charge terrorism suspect Jose Padilla with a crime or 
release him after more than 2 1/2 years in custody. U.S. District Judge Henry 
Floyd in Spartanburg, S.C., said the government cannot hold Padilla indefi-
nitely as an “enemy combatant,” a designation President Bush gave him in 
2002. The government contends Padilla was planning an attack with a “dirty 
bomb” radiological device.

School official threatens to kill union rep.
BREA, Calif. – A union representing school employees accused a Brea 

school district trustee of using violent language when speaking about a 
union negotiator. They alleged that in a Feb. 16 conversation, trustee Susie 
Sokol said that if she had a gun, she would have “shot” Janet Jones, a union 
negotiator she had been in a heated debated with the previous day. Union 
officials said her comments violate the school district’s zero-tolerance policy 
against threats of violence. They planned to demand that she’d be censured 
and removed at Monday’s school board meeting. 

Pharmacist denies contraceptives
MADISON, Wis. – A Roman Catholic pharmacist who blocked a woman’s 

attempt to fill a prescription for birth control pills should be reprimanded 
and required to attend ethics classes, a judge ruled Monday. Judge Colleen 
Baird recommended the punishment for Neil Noesen of St. Paul, Minn., 
who said it would be a sin under his religion to provide a contraceptive. 
He refused in July 2002 to fill the woman’s prescription himself or transfer 
it to another pharmacy. Noesen’s attorney, Krystal Williams-Oby, said the 
finding was unfair to her client and other pharmacists who have a personal 
objection to dispensing birth control. 

Correction
In the Feb. 28 issue of the Daily Titan, it was incorrectly reported  

that the Association for Inter-Cultural Awareness tabled the vote 
for performer Mark Gonzales’ appearance due to objections from 
the Hillel Jewish Student Union. The decision was tabled due to an 
incomplete proposal package, which was missing the artist contract. 

It was also incorrectly reported that Hillel was absent from an 
AICA meeting with Gonzales the week prior to the vote. Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Aztlan called an independent meeting to dis-
cuss the performer, inviting Hillel and the Middle Eastern Student 
Society, which members of Hillel were unable to attend.
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Lillian Yeager was the original 
owner. She died on the upstairs 
landing back in 1978.  But from 
time to time, she makes her presence 
known. 

John Reed was having a hard time 
getting an outdoor fountain to work. 
He had given up and went inside 
his shop. That’s when he heard a 
pop. He went back outside to see 
the fountain working. Lillian had 
been one of Fullerton’s first woman 
mechanics. He thinks she may have 
given him a helping hand, Aul said. 
At  the old California Hotel, now 
Villa Del Sol, there have been many 
ghostly occurrences.

The owner of the Brownstone 
Café went to investigate an alarm 
going off. He found nothing out of 
place, and nobody else there, but the 
alarm company assured him they 
were still seeing movement and it 
was headed toward him. As he was 
about to look up, heavy pots flew off 
the shelf, Aul said.

These are just some of the stories 

from page 1
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John Reed, owner of Le Potager in fullerton, holds up the yellowed label 
with “Lillian” printed on it, found one morning in his shop.  Lillian, who 
died in 1978, was the original owner of the house.
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Aul has collected from Fullerton 
residents and files from the Fullerton 
Public Library, where Fullerton’s 
history is tucked away in the Launer 
History Room.

A pot toppling over, the sound 
of footsteps when no one else is 

around, a light fixture blinks on all 
by itself, and there’s always a cold 
zone on a landing where no air 
conditioning vent is located. These 
things are easily explained by faulty 
wiring, groans of an old building or 
a made-up story. Or are they?

Death may be the ultimate wish 
of a patient when a terminal ill-
ness obliterates any hope of getting 
better.

Assembly members Patty Berg 
and Lloyd Levine introduced the 
California Compassionate Choices 
Act last month, which would allow 
the terminally ill to end their own 
lives.  

Though the CCCA has been 
introduced, it has not yet passed, 
said Will Schuck, Patty Berg’s 
spokesperson.

Another alternative to assisted 
suicide is terminal sedation, in 
which a dying patient is drugged up, 
starved and dehydrated to death.

“It is merciful and wonderful 
but it does sound horrible,” Schuck 

said. “Terminal sedation is in prac-
tice all over the United States.”

Morphine injections are admin-
istered to the patient to put them 
to sleep through terminal sedation 
until the patient dies, said Crystal 
Strait, Lloyd Levine’s communica-
tions director. 

In this case, a patient can die 
within three days to sometimes 
weeks, she said.

Although the practice is not 
widely publicized and can present a 
painful process for both the patient 
and his or her relatives, Strait said 
that terminal sedation could offer 
suffering patients another way out, 
as an alternative to drawn-out sui-
cides.

The CCCA would not restrict 
any specific illness as long as the 
patients were terminal, Schuck 
said. 

Among those considered ineligi-
ble for the proposed act are patients 
in a coma and anyone who is not 
capable of taking oral sedatives.

There are safeguards under 
the CCCA, which Schuck called 

“stringent restrictions,” such as an 
instance in which two physicians 
have to agree that a patient is going 
to die in less than six months.

If one of the physicians dis-
agrees, the patient must undergo a 
psychological evaluation, he said. 

In addition to this precaution-
ary measure, the patient must also 
make one written and two oral 
requests.

Only California residents would 
be able to ask for the CCCA, 
Schuck said, however, “California 
is not a mecca.”

A patient cannot simply decide to 
move to California to take advan-
tage of the act - the patient must 
be a permanent California resident, 
he said.

Berg and Levine are hoping to 
get patients to open up and talk 
about the worries they have about 
terminating their lives because, 
“There are some concerns of the 
dying.”

Patients worry about the people 
they are going to leave behind and 
fear the unknown, Schuck said. 

The most prevalent concerns that 
patients have during the process of 
death includes whether or not the 
unspecified medication will make 
them suffer, the amount of control 
they will have over their own bod-
ies, and the ability to keep them-
selves from dying in the middle of 
the procedure in case they change 
their minds.

Patients also want to know what 
other alternatives exists beyond the 
decision to cut off their own lives, 
Schuck said.

The choices offered to them are 
hospice, pain medication, recovery 
treatment, radiation and chemother-
apy, he said, depending on what 
illness the patient has.

“Currently, you are not allowed 
to talk to your doctor about ‘hasten-
ing’ your life,” Strait said. “Under 
penal code, doctors are not sup-
posed to hasten. Only one in 1,000 
people have gone through with the 
CCA.” 

According to The Los Angeles 
Times, the Supreme Court agreed 
to hear the “right-to-die” case 

in which Attorney General John 
Ashcroft is pursuing the punish-
ment of doctors in Oregon who are 
assisting in patients’ deaths.

Though the law was passed in 
1997 in Oregon, Ashcroft opposes 
it, according to the Times.

Oregon officials of the “right-to-
die” movement are hoping to win 
the nation and support the rights of 
the terminally ill, according to the 
Times.

What happens to the people who 
care about the dying patients, how-
ever, is a concern of Tony Bell, a 
Cal State Fullerton sociology pro-
fessor. 

Bell, who teaches the Death and 
Dying course for the sociology 
department, said that at the heart of 
this course is how to deal with the 
process of grieving.

“Students can learn what to 
expect from grieving people,” Bell 
said. 

“Unfortunately, students don’t 
do well academically because they 
tend to filter out crucial points of 
the class in order to find answers,” 

he added.
Of the many topics covered in 

the course, the notion of after-life 
is discussed.

“Because of the idea of an exist-
ing after-life, they [students] take 
this course to find some help,” he 
said.

Bell also touches upon the nega-
tive effects that grieving may cre-
ate, such as hallucinations.

Those grieving fall into the idea 
that they will be able to see the 
dead again if they look for them in 
a crowd and many say they often 
see the face of a lost one, he said.

“I discuss obsessional review, 
where people go over and over the 
cause of a loved one’s death, all 
the ‘what-ifs,’ which might lead to 
suicide if they are unable to cope,” 
he said.

“I see nothing wrong with choos-
ing when they should die if they 
are going to die anyway due to an 
illness,” Bell said of the CCCA. 
“The terminally ill should have the 
right to kill themselves if there is no 
hope of improvement.”

Assembly members 
hope to pass suicide 
law in California
By nAdine hernAndez 
Daily Titan Staff

Death might come easily to Californians
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SANTA MARIA, Calif. – It is called 
Neverland after the Peter Pan fable, 
but Monday’s opening statements in 
Michael Jackson’s child molestation 
trial made it clear that jurors will have 
to decide if his lush country estate is 
a fabulous amusement park to fulfill 
youngsters’ dreams or an exquisite 
lure for children by a sexual predator.

“Michael Jackson has said, ‘I 
missed my childhood,’” defense 
attorney Thomas Mesereau Jr. said 
in court. “The prosecution presented 
a picture of Neverland as a haven 
for crime. It is not. ... He created 
Neverland for particular reasons. He 
wanted a place for children to come 
and be free and spontaneous and 
enjoy themselves.”

District Attorney Tom Sneddon 
suggested that the Jackson spread, 
dotted with statues of children at play 
and featuring a zoo, Ferris Wheel and 
carousel, was a devilish lair designed 
to bring victims to him for molesta-
tion.

“The private world of Michael 
Jackson will show that instead of 
reading them Peter Pan, he’s showing 
them sexually explicit magazines. ... 
Instead of cookies and milk, you can 
substitute wine, vodka and bourbon,” 
he said.

Neverland, he said, is a place that 
has changed the personalities of many 
who visit there for long period.

“Some who walk in there with 
manners have been described by 
employees as hellions when they 
leave,” he said.

The opposing images of Jackson 
and his estate were presented as the 
trial finally began in earnest, follow-
ing months of largely secretive legal 
filings and selection of a jury from 
among residents of an area in which 
Neverland is one the highest-profile 
landmarks.

While the prosecution portraying 
Jackson as a perverted child molester, 
the defense described him as the vic-
tim of a con artist who used her can-
cer-stricken son to prey on celebrities 
for money.

Sneddon outlined a complicated 
and sometimes bizarre story involv-
ing Jackson showing the boy sexually 
explicit material, groping him, and 
of a conspiracy involving Jackson’s 
associates and a threat to kill the boy’s 
mother. He suggested the accuser will 
have no problem coming forward.

“[He] will describe to you his sexu-
al experiences with Michael Jackson. 
He will do it here in open court and he 
will do it with the whole world watch-
ing,” said Sneddon.

Jackson, 46, is accused of molest-
ing a then-13-year-old cancer patient 

at his Neverland ranch in early 2003, 
giving him alcohol and conspiring 
to hold him and his family captive. 
The pop star’s mother, Katherine, 
and brother Jermaine were the only 
members of Jackson’s large family on 
hand for opening statements.

After the nearly three-hour opening 
by the prosecutor, Mesereau went on 
the attack, saying the mother of the 
accuser fraudulently claimed to many 
people that she was destitute and that 
her son needed money for chemo-
therapy. In truth, he said, the boy’s 
father was a member of a union that 
covered his medical bills.

Mesereau said the mother went to 
comedian Jay Leno for money and 
Leno was so suspicious that he called 
Santa Barbara police to tell them he 
had been contacted and “something 
was wrong. They were looking for a 
mark.”

The mother also approached come-
dian George Lopez and Los Angeles 
TV weatherman Fritz Coleman, who 
staged a fund-raiser for the child at 
a comedy club, the defense attorney 
said.

“At the fund-raiser, there was 
[the boy] in the lobby of the Laugh 
Factory with his hand out, prodded by 
[his mother],” Mesereau said.

He said celebrities including Mike 
Tyson and Jim Carrey had turned the 
family away but Jackson was too 
sympathetic.

“The most vulnerable celebrity 
became the mark, Michael Jackson,” 
Mesereau said.

The attorney alleged a history of 
fraud by the mother against others 
including J.C. Penney, which paid 
her $152,000 to settle claims stem-
ming from an encounter with security 
guards when her son left a store with 
items that had not been paid for. The 
mother claimed they were battered, 
held against their will and that she 
was groped.

Mesereau said an employee of a 
law firm that represented the mother 
in the J.C. Penney suit has come for-
ward and will testify that the mother 
admitted lying. The employee didn’t 
come forward before because the 
mother said her husband had a cousin 
in the Mexican mafia and she feared 
for her life, Mesereau told the jury.

Jackson was depicted by his attor-
ney as a humanitarian who built his 
Neverland ranch to give children 
something he never had – a child-
hood.

He said that an appeal by the accus-
er’s family touched Jackson’s heart 
and “he took time away from his 
career to help this family, not know-
ing that the trap was being set.”

Before opening statements, 
Superior Court Judge Rodney S. 
Melville read the indictment, reveal-
ing for the first time the names of 
five Jackson employees and associ-
ates described as unindicted co-con-
spirators: Frank Tyson, also known as 
Frank Cascio, and Ronald Konitzer, 

Dieter Wiesner, Marc Schaffel and 
Vincent Amen.

The district attorney said they han-
dled matters ranging from public rela-
tions to crisis management. Konitzer 
said in an interview Monday that he 
and Wiesner were business partners 
rather than employees of Jackson.

Sneddon admitted at the end of his 
statement that it had been long and 
possibly confusing. But he said the 
case is complicated and it will take 
many witnesses to tell the story.

He told the jury about the February 
2003 TV documentary “Living With 
Michael Jackson,” in which the pop 
star is seen holding hands with the 
boy and saying he allows children to 
sleep in his bed.

Sneddon said that when the docu-
mentary aired, “Jackson’s world was 
rocked” and that one of the co-con-
spirators described the airing as “a 
train wreck.”

Jackson had intended to use the 
boy as part of a comeback attempt by 
discussing in the documentary how 
the singer helped him through his 
cancer, Sneddon said.

Before the interview with docu-
mentary maker Martin Bashir in fall 
2002, Jackson privately told the boy 
what to say when he was in front of 
the camera, Sneddon said.

In February 2003, after a Jackson 
employee got an advance copy of the 
transcript and saw that it was unfavor-
able, Jackson’s team got back in touch 
with the boy and his family in a bid to 
keep them from seeing the video and 
to get their help in a public relations 
campaign to rebut it, Sneddon said.

The family made a rebuttal video 
on Feb. 19-20, about the same time 
Los Angeles County child welfare 
workers interviewed the family in 
response to a complaint that followed 
the airing of the documentary.

Sneddon told the jury that the fam-
ily told the social workers that noth-
ing had happened.

The prosecutor said the molesta-
tion occurred after those events, in 
February or March 2003. He described 
two specific incidents.

The prosecutor said Jackson told 
the boy that masturbation was normal, 
then reached into the boy’s underpants 
and masturbated the boy and himself. 
The second event occurred the same 
way, Sneddon said, but Jackson tried 
to move the boy’s arm toward his own 
genitals and the boy resisted.

Sneddon said that Jackson was 
“heavily in debt” for years before 
the making of the documentary in 
hopes of reviving his career. That 
drew an objection from the defense. 
The judge sustained the objection, 
saying he had not ruled on whether 
financial evidence would be allowed 
into the trial.

The indictment alleged a series of 
bizarre activities including a panicky 
effort by Jackson employees to get 
the family of his accuser ready for a 
trip to Brazil.

Attorneys paint different 
pictures of Neverland 
Prosecution, defense 
argue whether Jackson 
was victim or predator
The Associated PressHILLAH, Iraq – In the deadliest 

single strike since the fall of Saddam 
Hussein, a suicide car bomber attacked 
mostly Shiite police and National 
Guard recruits lined up for physical 
exams at a medical clinic Monday, 
killing 120 and wounding more than 
130 there and at a nearby market.

The bombing presented the boldest 
challenge yet to Iraq’s efforts to build 
a security force that can take over 
from the Americans.

The explosion in Hillah, a largely 
Shiite Muslim town about 60 miles 
south of Baghdad, was so powerful 
that the only thing remaining of the 
bomber’s car was the twisted wreck-
age of the engine block.

Dozens of people stepped through 
small lakes of blood that pooled on 
the street to retrieve shattered limbs, 
severed feet and hands.

Empty shoes and sandals of those 
killed or wounded were thrown into 
a corner. Scorch marks infused with 
blood covered the clinic’s walls. 
Morgue workers unloaded plastic 
body bags from pickup trucks as 
weeping relatives looked on.

Some of the victims were shoppers 
or vendors from a nearby outdoor 
street market selling produce, sand-
wiches and other food. But most were 
recruits waiting outside the clinic.

“I was lucky because I was the last 
person in line when the explosion 
took place. Suddenly there was panic 
and many frightened people stepped 
on me. I lost consciousness and the 
next thing I was aware of was being 
in the hospital,” said Muhsin Hadi, 
29, a recruit. One of his legs was bro-
ken in the blast.

Angry crowds gathered outside 
the main hospital, chanting “Allah 
Akbar,” Arabic for “God is great,” 
demanding to know their relatives’ 
fate. People at the site of the attack 

reportedly chanted slogans against the 
“Wahhabis,” referring to adherents of 
the strict form of Islam preached by 
Osama bin Laden.

The bombing comes at a time when 
the Sunni Arab insurgency is trying 
to disrupt the formation of a new 
government set to be led by majority 
Shiites for the first time in modern 
history. Iraqi forces are eventually 
supposed to take over responsibility 
for security – the key to Washington’s 
exit strategy – but they remain under-
equipped, ill-prepared to fight insur-
gents and often make easy targets.

The Shiites have refrained from 
striking back – mostly at the behest 
of their most revered leader, Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, who is wide-
ly credited with bringing them this far. 
Al-Sistani wants nothing to impede 
the Shiites from gaining the political 
power they have craved in Iraq, and 
will not allow them to engage in a 
sectarian war.

It’s not that they lack the firepower 
– nominally disbanded Shiite militias 
could easily field thousands of tough 
and effective fighters that could deal a 
crushing blow to the insurgency.

“We sacrificed a lot of blood, we 
have to be patient and not drift into a 
civil war as Ayatollah al-Sistani has 
said,” said Jalal Eddin al-Sagheer, 
a senior cleric and member of the 
Supreme Council for the Islamic rev-
olution in Iraq.

Alliance leader Abdel Aziz al-
Hakim recently hinted that the Shiites 
were waiting to take power before 
dealing with the insurgency. He indi-
cated that a first step would be to 
identify and purge the security servic-
es of any insurgency sympathizers.

“We must depend on the sons of the 
Iraqi people who believe in the new 
Iraq, and not on those bad elements 
that infiltrated the security circles and 
turned into a problem,” al-Hakim told 
The Associated Press on Sunday. “We 
can’t solve the security issue unless 
we reconsider the internal structure, 
to spot those bad elements.”

The main Shiite clergy-backed 
United Iraqi Alliance is seeking the 
support of other parties to achieve 

the two-thirds majority required for 
forming Iraq’s new government. The 
alliance won 140 of the 275-seat 
National Assembly in the Jan. 30 
elections. The main Kurdish alliance 
won 75 seats. Sunnis – who make up 
about 20 percent of the population 
– largely stayed away from the vote.

Finding a way to end the largely 
Sunni insurgency and soothe the fears 
of Sunnis who have dominated the 
Iraqi political sphere for centuries will 
be the most crucial and complex task 
for the new government.

There are no official figures avail-
able, but an AP count found that 
234 people were killed and 429 peo-
ple were injured in at least 55 inci-
dents from Jan. 1 until election day. 
Casualties rose in February, which 
saw at least 38 incidents that resulted 
in at least 311 deaths and 433 injuries. 
Although Monday’s bombing did not 
appear to be an explicit attack against 
Shiites, most of the victims were 
Shiites.

In fact, insurgents have stepped up 
assaults against predominantly Shiite 
targets in recent weeks, most notably 
a series of suicide bombings and other 
attacks left nearly 100 people dead 
over the two-day Ashoura commemo-
ration that began on Feb. 18.

Nevertheless, Monday’s blast was 
the culmination of hundreds of mass-
casualty car bombings that began in 
earnest with the Aug. 7, 2003 explo-
sion at the Jordanian Embassy in 
Baghdad, an attack that killed 19 
people. The second deadliest attack 
since Saddam fell took place on Aug. 
29, 2003, when a car bomb exploded 
outside a mosque in Najaf, killing 
more than 85 people, including Shiite 
leader Ayatollah Mohammed Baqir 
al-Hakim.

Hospital official Ali Hassoun said 
at least five people had succumbed to 
wounds overnight, raising the toll to 
120 dead. More than 130 others were 
wounded in the blast.

The attack took place about 9:30 
a.m., when the bomber drove into a 
crowd of hundreds who had gathered 
for medical checkups, setting off the 
blast.

Suicide bomber kills over 
120, wounds over 130
Shiite police, National 
Guard recruits attacked 
in Hillah explosion  
The Associated Press


