
Exhibit 
polarizes 
students’ 
reactions

The Inter-Tribal Student Council, Association for Inter-Cultural 
Awarness and Associated Students Inc. sponsored the Native 
American Powwow in the quad on Saturday. Entertainment included 
music, dancing and food.

Olivia POrtugal/Daily Titan 

Bangin’ party

Offense takes center stage, 
Danny Dorn’s home run 
steals spotlight in the ninth 6 

C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y,  F u l l e r t o n

Daily TiTan
w w w . d a i l y t i t a n . c o mM o n d a y,  M a r c h  2 1 ,  2 0 0 5 Vo l u m e  8 0 ,  I s s u e  2 2

Opinion
Letters to the editor: 

Troy High School disgrace; 
Sports page woes 4

Sports

Next year’s planned student fee 
increase of 8 percent still has the green 
light. 

During a teleconference, CSU 
Chancellor Charles B. Reed said due 
to California’s $8 billion budget deficit, 
student fees will still increase for the 
2005-2006 academic year. 

“One never likes to see fee increases, 
but you know, California is not exactly 
in a very good budget position,” Reed 
said. 

Approximately 114,000 CSU students 
will receive financial aid boosts to cover 

the fee increase, Reed said. 
Among four-year colleges nationwide, 

the CSU system is still the least expen-
sive, he said.

Reed’s teleconference came the day 
after a CSU Board of Trustee meet-
ing, and two weeks after he appeared 
before the California Senate and the 
State Assembly to present the CSU bud-
get. He said top administrators from the 
University of California and the state’s 
community college system also present-
ed their budget during the preliminary 
budget hearing.

“I thought the budgets were well-
received by the legislature,” Reed said.

Reed also announced that Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger is honoring his 
compact with the CSU system to pro-
vide an estimated $211.7 million for its 
operations budget.  

It has been difficult for students to ignore 
the sculptures of sexual organs protruding 
from colorful, child-like figures that decorate 
the Titan Student Union’s Center Gallery.

As students hurry past the small exhib-
it, some using books to cover their gaze 
while others hear the echoes of uncomfort-
able laughter amidst quiet observation, only 
Christa Mares understands the true meaning 
behind her art.

“People don’t talk about this stuff every-
day. People aren’t honest,” said Mares, a 
sculpture and ceramics major. “I’m just mak-
ing honest work about my own disabilities 
and things that I’ve gone through because 
we’ve all gone through them.”

A small, white sign placed below the 
entrance to the gallery warns visitors of the 
graphic nature of Mares’ artwork, but is rare-
ly acknowledged as most visitors curiously 
dart from one piece to the next.

The graphic exhibit, titled “La Boutique 
Fantastica,” has sparked major controversy 
and criticism from students and visitors who 
see Mares’ artwork as a crude cry for help 
and recognition.

“I thought the artist was sort of demented,” 
said Eden Escalera, a third-year accounting 
major who works at the information desk in 
the TSU. “On Sundays, we have Christian 
kids that come by [the TSU] and we have to 
block off [the Center Gallery]. Some of us 
think it is very distracting.”

By 10 a.m. on St. Patrick’s Day, people 
young and old flooded Pavilion C in the 
Titan Student Union as if they were wait-
ing to see a rock concert.

The 35th Annual Philosophy 
Symposium welcomed philosophers and 
students alike to the TSU on March 17 
and 18 to talk about the philosophy of 
emotion.

Tom Klammer, dean of the Humanities 
and Social Sciences Department at Cal 

State Fullerton, introduced the sympo-
sium, saying it was a great pleasure to 
welcome such distinguished guests to the 
symposium.

“Philosophy is about emotion,” 
Klammer said. “I used to think emotions 
were separate from philosophy, but I 
have learned that emotions are a part of 
thought.”

Amy Coplan, a Cal State Fullerton 
philosophy professor, said everyone 
involved in the symposium has been 
cooperative.

“Everyone has been fantastic,” Coplan 
said. “So, enjoy the ride.”

The “ride” turned into a roller coaster 
of emotions as Robert C. Solomon, a 
University of Texas at Austin philoso-
phy professor, explained the difference 

Nowruz is the celebration of a 
new calendar year for many Middle-
Eastern countries. The March 21 
observation rings in a new year for 
people in Iran, Azerbaijan, Central 
Asia, Afghanistan, Turkey and sev-

eral other countries. 
“I look forward to this holi-

day every year,” said Sepeedeh 
Nikbakht, a kinesiology major. 
Nikbakht said she was born in the 
United States and brought up with 
Iranian traditions. “We just bought 
our Sabzeh [wheat sprout represent-
ing rebirth] this week,” she said 
with excitement.

Preparation is an important part 
of the celebration. 

“Iranians prepare to renew their 
affection and respect for family, 
friends and their communities,” said 

Fred Zandpour, associate dean of 
the College of Communications.

A few weeks before the holiday, 
families start preparing for the fes-
tivity by cleaning their homes, buy-
ing new outfits to wear for the new 
year and preparing a list of what 
they will be cooking and baking. 

“They prepare very elaborate 
foods and welcome their guests to 
their homes with warm greetings, 
an embrace, kissing and lavish hos-
pitality,” Zandpour said.

Having the proper trimmings and 
supplies is part of the preparation.

The traditional new-year table is 
called “Sofreh haft-seen,” Nikbakht 
said. “Sofreh haft-seen” means a 
table with seven S’s on it, which 
stands for seven items that start with 
letter “S.”  

The seven items can be Sabzeh, 
Samanu or Samanak, wheat germ 
or sweet pudding regarded as holy, 
Seeb, apple for health and beauty, 
Senjid, dried fruit of a lotus tree 
representing love, Somagh, sumac 
berries representing victory of good 

A week of events hosted by the 
Business Inter-Club Council closed 
with a discussion on the possible out-
comes of President Bush’s proposal 
to replace Social Security with private 
accounts.

Those who spoke on the issue 
included Mark Hoven Stohs, a 
finance professor, Paul Peretz, a polit-
ical science professor and Dipankar 
Purkayastha, an economics professor.

This year, the Social Security Act 
celebrates its 70th anniversary since 
President Roosevelt signed it into 
law.  

Social Security has come into the 
limelight because of President Bush’s 
proposal to reshape the policy as well 
as the predictions that the current 
funds are insufficient for the number 
of future retirees.

“The problem is social security is 
under-funded for the future,” Stohs 
said.  “The big problem is 2042.” 

That is the year that the Social 
Security fund is expected to suffer a 
shortfall according to Stohs’ presenta-
tion based on information from the 
Wall Street Journal.

According to Stohs’ presentation, 
the rationale behind Bush’s proposal 
for private accounts is that if the 
monetary surplus of Social Security is 
invested at a higher rate than the cur-
rent 2 percent, then the possibility of 
a shortfall would be avoided.  Under 
the proposal, rather than having 12.4 
percent of a worker’s wages paid into 
Social Security, the individual would 

invest 4 percent of the wages into 
private accounts.

Peretz said the problem with this 
concept is that poor investment choic-
es can be made by the uneducated.  
He added that although there is a 
problem with Social Security fund-
ing, it is not the major crisis that it is 
being made out to be.

After showing a chart in which 
Social Security and military spending 
are almost equal, Purkayastha said 
the solution to the problem lies not in 
privatization, but rather in spending 
less in the military and more in Social 
Security.

“It’s not guns versus butter, it’s guns 
versus Social Security,” she said.

Purkayastha mentions a recent arti-
cle from the Los Angeles Times that 
said obesity takes away five years 
of life; saying the answer to solving 
the shortage of future Social Security 
funds lies in eating more so as to 

lower the life span.
Peretz said many of the crucial 

details to Bush’s proposal are still 
unknown, which leaves many holes 
to still be filled.

Purkayastha said it might help for 
Americans to learn to save more of 
their money.

“American’s private savings are 
less than 1 percent, one of the lowest in 
the industrialized world,” Purkayastha 
said.  “Most economists think that 
people should save at least 30 percent 
of their income and Americans don’t 
even do half as much.”

Jigna Patel, who is working 
towards a master’s degree in market-
ing, said the discussion provided her 
with enough information to come to a 
decision regarding the issue.

“I came here to be informed, 
because I will be one of those affect-
ed, ” Patel said.
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Cal State Fullerton’s Ralphy Holmes controls the ball above San Francisco’s Jason Gaines 
during an NIT game Friday, March 18, 2005, in San Francisco. Fullerton won 85-69 in the 
first round of the NIT, but lost leading scorer and rebounder Holmes to a torn meniscus 
in his left knee. See full story on Page 6
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over evil, serkeh, vinegar repre-
senting old age and patience and 
sekkeh, gold coins, which represent 
wealth.

Parts of the celebration will con-
tinue throughout the week. 

The Network of Iranian-American 
Professionals of Orange County will 
sponsor a Nowruz party at the Irvine 
Hyatt Regency on March 25.  

“About 450 tickets have been 

sold,” said Hossein Hosseini, presi-
dent of the Network of Iranian-
American Professionals of Orange 
County.

While a time of revelry, the holi-
day is about family.

“Nowruz reminds me of my child-
hood … it’s a holiday about family 
and friends,” Hosseini said.

“Nowruz means family, friends, 
dancing, laughter and food,” said 
Tamella Mamedova, a native of 
Azerbaijan who resides in Newport 
Beach. 

Mamedova said she came to the 

United States with her daughter, son 
and husband about 15 years ago. 
She said she has made many Persian 
friends and celebrates the holidays 
with them.  

“It’s hard when you are away from 
your family and holidays become 
really depressing,” she said.

Members of the Persian com-
munity of Orange County and their 
guests will gather at William R. 
Mason Regional Park in the city of 
Irvine to celebrate “Sizdeh-be-dar” 
on April 3, which marks the end of 
the Nowruz. 
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In addition to eating and fishing at the Huntington beach Pier, visitors can also talk and hang out.  The cool 
breeze and the soothing sound of the waves crashing on the pier compliment the experience.

Erika lara/Daily Titan 
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The Association of Inter-Cultural 
Awareness kicks off AICA Week 
today. AICA Week features cultural 
events that include a dance compe-
tition, resource fair, a Stop the Hate 
workshop, a fashion show feature 
clothes from around the world and 
spoken word performances. Events 
will take place in the main quad all 
week from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For 
more information call (714) 278-
2914.

If you’re not a songbird but have 
some change in you’re pocket and 
are looking for a cheap date, strap 
on some used shoes and knock ‘em 
down in the Titan Student Union 
Underground’s Family Bowling 
Night between 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.

If you’re looking to get back into 
shape but feel like you don’t have 
the time, Fitness and Wellness 
Programs in the Kinesiology and 
Health Services Center might be 
the answer. KHS, room 203 will 
host “Gutts, Butts and Thights” 
from 12:10 p.m. to 12:55 p.m., 
“Freestyle Aerobics” from 5:30 
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and “Cardio 
Dance” from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
“Reebok Spinning” will be in KHS, 
room 264 between 7:30 p.m. and 
8:30 p.m.

The Blueprint Workshop will 
take place today in the Titan Student 
Union Ontiveros BC from 11 a.m. 
to noon. The workshop will inform 
people on how to make the most of 
the facilities and services available 
to campus organizations. For more 
information call (714) 278-5867.

OC rock n’ roll gets its’ due with 
“The Orange Groove: ‘Orange 
County Rock n’ Roll History.’” 
The exhibit explores the impact 
OC rock has had on popular music 
and will take place at the Fullerton 
Museum Center located at N. 
Pomona Avenue in Fullerton. The 
exhibit will open at 7 p.m. and costs 
$4 to attend.

3/14 02:11
Police responded to reports of 

a suspicious vehicle in an alley 
near State College Boulevard and 
Chapman Avenue.  An arrest was 
made.

3/14 13:24
A call was made requesting medi-

cal aid for a person who cut their 
finger with scissors.  The call came 
from an unmentioned building on 
State College Boulevard.

3/14 15:40
A suspicious package was report-

ed from the Humanities Building.  
Everything checked out ok.

3/15 11:07 
Police sent medical aid to the 

Health Center to help transport 
someone to the hospital for an unsta-
ble neck injury.  It was unknown 
where the injury occurred although 
it had happened the night before.

3/15 14:21 
A report was taken of graffiti of 

state property.  It was reported that 
there were swastikas on bathroom 
mirrors and stalls.

3/16 18:34
Police responded to a fire in the 

Visual Arts Center.  It was reported 
that the fire started as a trashcan 
fire in the restroom.

3/17 11:29  
A medical aid call was made from 

Langsdorf Hall requesting assis-
tance to a woman with a migraine 
who was conscious and breathing 
but unresponsive.

3/18 7:51
A suspicious VHS tape with 

a note attached that said “please 
watch my tape,” was reported from 
McCarthy Hall.  The tape was left 
on the second floor on the east 
balcony.

3/18 9:11
A call for medical aid was made 

from the Performing Arts Center to 
assist a woman who had fainted.  
She was conscious and breathing 
when the call was made.

3/18 10:55
A report was taken of a petty 

theft from a vehicle of a stolen 
muffler.  

3/19 12:48
Police took report from Birch res-

idence hall of a stolen credit card.  It 
was reported that the credit card had 
been stolen three days prior.

3/19 13:01
A call for medical aid was made 

from the Education Classroom 
Building.  A person was reported as 
being distraught after falling near 
the library, and though they sought 
no medical attention they wanted to 
speak to police.

Cop 
BloT Ter

University Police log for the 
week of March 13-19

Annan lays out sweeping changes to U.N.
UNITED NATIONS – Secretary-General Kofi Annan called on world lead-

ers Sunday to approve the most sweeping changes to the United Nations since 
it was founded 60 years ago, so it can tackle conflicts and terrorism, fight pov-
erty and put human rights at the forefront of its work in the 21st century. After 
a year of scandals over corruption in the U.N. oil-for-food program in Iraq and 
sex abuse by U.N. peacekeepers in Congo, Annan’s report also sets out plans 
to make the world body more efficient, open, and accountable – including 
strengthening the independence of the U.N.’s internal watchdog.

Iraq, Jordan pull envoys in security spat
BAGHDAD, Iraq – Iraq and Jordan engaged in a tit-for-tat withdrawal of 

ambassadors Sunday in a growing dispute over Shiite Muslim claims that 
Jordan is failing to block terrorists from entering Iraq, while U.S. forces killed 
24 insurgents in a clash south of Baghdad. An American convoy was travel-
ing through the Salman Pak area, 20 miles southeast of Baghdad, when it was 
attacked, U.S. officials said. Six soldiers and seven militants were wounded.

Senate passes legislation on Schiavo case
WASHINGTON – The Senate passed a bill that could prolong Terri 

Schiavo’s life while a federal court considers her case while House 
Republicans, stymied by Democrats, scrambled to bring enough lawmak-
ers back to the Capitol for an emergency vote early Monday. GOP leaders 
planned a House vote just past midnight, hours after the Senate approved 
the bill by voice vote. President Bush rushed back from Texas for a chance 
to sign the measure.

Suspect in girl’s death returns to Florida
HOMOSASSA, Fla. – The convicted sex offender who authorities say 

confessed to kidnapping and slaying 9-year-old Jessica Lunsford returned to 
Florida in shackles Sunday as her family grieved for the girl who vanished 
from her bedroom. John Evander Couey was booked early Sunday on a pro-
bation violation and failure to register as a sex offender, officials said. He 
was being held without bail.

Baseball agrees to drop steroid fines
NEW YORK – Baseball players and owners agreed Sunday to drop the 

possibility of fines for steroid use, leaving suspensions as the only disci-
pline, according to management’s top labor lawyer. Congressmen repeatedly 
criticized baseball for the fine possibility during Thursday’s hearing before 
the House Government Reform Committee. Management officials told the 
committee they were willing to eliminate the fine provision, held over from 
baseball’s first drug-testing agreement in 2002.

Teen drowns at state park
SANTA CRUZ – A 14-year-old boy who disappeared while swimming in 

the waters off Natural Bridges State Park Saturday was presumed drowned, 
officials said. The U.S. Coast Guard scoured for more than five hours before 
calling off its search for Charlie Harrison, a freshman at Santa Cruz High 
School. Harrison had been wading with friends at the water’s edge before 
they swam out into the 56-degree water, witnesses said. Witness Mauricio 
Guzman told authorities that he briefly saw Harrison, face up on a partially 
submerged rock, but lost sight of him after a surge of water crashed over the 
rock. The boy’s friends said they had been exploring rock formations and 
tide pools when a wave swept Harrison into the water. 

from page 1
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between negative and positive emo-
tions.

“Feelings capture emotions in 
two different colors, bad and good 
emotions,” he said.

For instance, anger, which is 
often considered a bad emotion, 
can be good, Solomon said.

“It is what you do with anger that 
makes it either good or bad.”

While anger is a bad emotion 
when people suppress it, it can be a 
good one if someone were to let it 
out in a positive way – like in vent-
ing, he said.

Positive and negative emotions 
can also affect the way people per-
ceive each other, he added.

Positive emotions involve 
approach and negative ones involve 
withdrawal, he said.

“The closer you get to someone, 
you tend to love the person; howev-
er, when you withdraw, you become 
indifferent,” Solomon said.

The difference between pleasure 
and pain depends on the context, 
he said.

Pain and pleasure are straightfor-
ward physical sensations, he said.

“A bite inflicted upon you by a 
loved one may be pleasurable, but 
a bite coming from a stranger might 
be painful. It depends on who is 
doing the biting,” he said.

Pleasure and pain involve inter-

pretation, which changes the nature 
of how these two emotions are 
understood, he said. 

On the topic of pain, grief might 
be taken as the most painful of emo-
tions, but Solomon questioned as to 
what extent.

“Is it really?” Solomon asked.
“But grief is not about loss, it 

is about love,” he said. “Grief is a 
commemorative impulse.”`

Grief means naming buildings 
after the dead, he said. “This is 
an expression of remembrance and 
love.” 

On Friday, there were three sem-
inars – including a round table 
discussion focusing on different 
human emotions and responses to 
everyday stimuli.

The session entitled “The Art of 
the Possible in Life and Literature,” 
addressed topics concerning what is 
possible and impossible in life. The 
guest speaker, Ronald De Sousa, 
professor of philosophy at the 
University of Toronto, spoke about 
the different types of possibilities. 

The two types, general-purpose 
possibility and particular possibil-
ity, pertain to “some particular pur-
pose at some particular time.”  

In an effort to further explain the 
concept of possibility, De Sousa 
gave an example of a soldier going 
to battle, “Either there will be a bat-
tle, or there will not. We don’t know, 
so it seems both are possible.”  

De Sousa’s presentation was fol-
lowed by a student commentary 

by Brennan Cavish, the president 
of the Philosophy Club. A round 
table discussion, headed by Coplan, 
was held to answer any general 
philosophy questions that the audi-
ence had.  

The panel of professors answer-
ing questions included Rich Booher, 
from the University of Chicago, 
Jenefer Robinson, Professor of 
Philosophy at the University of 
Cincinnati, De Sousa, Solomon 
and Michael Stocker, political 
philosophy professor at Syracuse 
University. The panelists answered 
questions ranging from life in gen-
eral to love.  

“I don’t think you really know 
what love is until you are older and 
have been through it,” Solomon 
said. “Being in love is thinking and 
knowing that you’re in love.” 

Identifying with characters in 
movies was the topic of Coplan’s 
presentation entitled, “Caring About 
Characters: Three Determinants of 
Emotional Engagement.”  Coplan 
showed clips to show examples 
of how cinematography is used 
to evoke certain emotions from 
the audience. He said people are 
attracted to movies when the actors 
play roles that have the same char-
acteristics as them. “We tend to 
sympathize with people who have 
traits much like ourselves.” 

“We often project our own value 
system onto an individual,” said 
Coplan, “We find it easier to sym-
pathize with fictional characters.”  

It’s right after sunset and the 
lights looming over Titan Stadium 
flicker on to commence the first 
game. You anxiously await the pig-
skin as it casts its shadow on the 
grass, landing finally in your open 
hands. Running towards the oppo-
sition like Terrell Owens, you’re 
downed after a 20-yard break for the 
goal line. Two plays later, the sky 

has faded completely, but it looks 
like noon from where you’re stand-
ing in the end zone. 

Sound like something you would 
only dream of doing if you were 
famous and making millions? Well 
you don’t have to wait until that 
day comes because intramurals at 
CSUF have more sports programs 
this semester than ever before. 
From basketball to cricket to wushu; 
there’s something for everyone. 

“We’ve really targeted differ-
ent clubs and organizations to get 
them more involved,” said Jessica 
Smillie, the intramural/sport club 
coordinator. 

Smillie, who has been the games 
manager in the TSU for the past 

two years, started coordinating in 
January. 

By more involved, she means a 
lot more involved. 
The basketball ros-
ter this semester has 
added 13 more teams 
than last semester, 
bringing the total 
to 34. And the new 
“Under the Lights” 
program has added 
many more sports 
options meant for 
leisure rather than 
tough competition. 

It’s not too late to sign up for 
co-ed soccer or co-ed softball if 
leisure is what you’re looking for, 

said Smillie. But if it’s competition 
you want, then basketball is where 
it’s at. 

“We recruit, we 
practice, it’s for real 
… I took off work 
for it,” said Cornell 
Williams, a sopho-
more political sci-
ence major.

Basketball has 
two leagues; one 
playing every 
Sunday and another 
every Wednesday. 

To show how serious some of the 
teams are about this semester’s 
competition, at least four of them 
are playing both leagues for ulti-

mate bragging rights.
“It’s brought a lot of people 

together. It shows a lot of people 
want to win,” said Leevon Jackson, 
a sophomore business major. 

While bragging might be con-
sidered acceptable, unsportsman-
like conduct is not. In the past 
there have been a few issues regard-
ing unsportsmanlike conduct, said 
Smillie, but this semester the prob-
lem is being handled differently and 
much more effectively. 

Smillie instated a conduct meeting 
with all fraternities and sororities, 
warning them about the new “Red 
Card” rule. If players are caught 
engaging in any kind of unsports-
manlike behavior, they will get the 

card and they’re out for that game. 
So there’s no need to worry about 
hardcore competitors giving you a 
hard time. It’s against the rules. 

If you want to create a team or 
become a free agent for any upcom-
ing sport, grab a copy of the Rec 
Sports Playbook in the office locat-
ed in KHS 159 of the Kinesiology 
& Health Science Building. The 
playbook lists all of the competi-
tions and when they start, along 
with sports club info and fitness 
programs. A few of the intramurals 
require a minimal fee per team, but 
many of them are free, including 
warball, billiards, tennis, ping pong, 
co-ed soccer and inner tube water 
polo. 

This is not a final figure, and 
is subject to change in May when 
Schwarzenegger presents his bud-
get to the California Legislature 
after the state’s tax receipts are 
tallied, said Clara Potes-Fellow, 
media relations manager for CSU. 

Forty-seven percent of the 
$211.7 million is generated from 
student fees. 

California’s State General Fund 
provides the remaining amount, 
$110.5 million.

If all $211.7 million is included 
in Schwarzenegger’s May budget, 
the CSU budget will total $2.6 bil-
lion for 2005-2006, up from $2.4 
billion in 2004-2005, and equiva-
lent to the level of 2003-2004, 
Potes-Fellow said. 

With a total budget of $2.6 bil-
lion, students might wonder why 
fees are increasing, even as new 
structures are being built on cam-
pus. 

Potes-Fellow said ballot mea-
sures, such as Proposition 55, fund 

these projects with stipulations on 
how the money is spent. She said 
student fee increases do not fund 
construction projects or land pur-
chases, but go towards the opera-
tions budget. 

The operations budget includes 
many expenses, including build-
ing maintenance, transportation, 
utilities and salaries for faculty and 
staff, Potes-Fellow said.

“Bottom line is that the CSU 
and the UC are fighting for an 
ever shrinking size of California’s 
budget,” said F. Owen Holmes, 
associate vice president of CSUF’S 
Public Affairs and Government 
Relations. “When it comes down 
to it, I think the percentage is about 
15 percent of California’s budget 
we’re all vying for. Higher educa-
tion is pitted against health and 
human services. I mean it’s not a 
great battle. You want to educate 
more students or you want to take 
people off respirators. That’s an 
ugly choice.”

Money is scarce this year com-
pared to previous years for the 
CSU system. 

Lean times aside, Holmes said he 

is appreciative of the work the gov-
ernor and the California Legislature 
has done for higher education. He 
credits legislative representatives 
from Orange County for support-
ing the CSU system, especially 
CSUF.

Another topic Reed addressed 
included the CSU plan to increase 
graduation rates by providing more 
academic advising and encourag-
ing students to choose their majors 
by their sophomore year. 

Additionally, CSU will work 
with school districts to get students 
thinking about college require-
ments as early as the eighth grade. 
By emphasizing proficiency in 
math and English, Reed hopes that 
high school seniors will be better 
prepared for college. He said that 
the CSU is publicizing its entrance 
requirements in many different lan-
guages to involve the students’ par-
ents in the college process as early 
as possible. 

Reed also said the CSU is work-
ing with the state’s community col-
lege system to standardize general 
education courses so transfer stu-
dents can graduate on time. 
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Rec Sports offers 
new athletic outlet for 
interested students
By Bryan Barnett 
For the Daily Titan

Intramural Sports leaves no one out

Giant penises protruding from 
flower-patterned bunnies and a 
vagina made into a home are just 
some of the sculptures that line the 
gallery’s walls.

On the surface, “La Boutique 
Fantastica” appears as an unusual 
mixture of ceramic animal sculp-
tures and sexual organs, but Mares 
said the message is more than just 
surface deep.

“The features deal with my child-
hood and the disabilities that I had 
with growing up and the disabili-
ties that I have even now,” said 
Mares who works part-time teach-
ing children at Mudd Art School in 
Fullerton.

“They’re the truth that I believed 
as a child,” she said. 

For Mares, the sculptures serve as 
a method of personal therapy—an 
instrument through which she can 
recall memories of her childhood 
innocence tainted by sexual abuse.

“This is my way of working 
through things,” Mares said. “There 
are 20 years of depression behind 
every piece, and it wasn’t until 
recently that I really decided to be 
honest with myself about what was 
going on.”

Visitor’s reactions vary from out-
right disgust to grateful apprecia-
tion, as some are compelled to write 
their feedback in the nearly filled 

comment book at the back of the 
gallery.

“You have created art that pushes 
the buttons that have been waiting 
to be pushed,” wrote one visitor, 
praising Mares for her talents as an 
artist.

Another visitor wrote, “You are 
psychologically impaired. Who ever 
said that this is a work of art, you are 
so brainless.”

Personal insults and viewer-
advised therapy hardly affect Mares, 
who considers any reaction to her 
artwork as reassurance of her abili-
ties to inspire thought among view-
ers.

“It’s hard especially at the begin-
ning to sort of separate yourself 
because it is still your work,” Mares 
said. “ I can’t help but laugh at some 
of the negative comments because 
some people are ignorant or so quick 
to judge and some don’t even write 
their names.”

Approval for the controversial 
exhibit took nearly six months said 
Kallie Clark, TSU gallery operator, 
who was familiar with Mares’ art-
work from a class the two had taken 
together. She fought to display what 
she considered to be exciting and 
different.

“Most people aren’t exposed to 
artwork of that style,” Clark said. 
“It’s definitely at a higher caliber 
than most other artwork we’ve 
shown.”

Clark is not the only person who 
delights in Mares’ recent success.

Sculpture professor Ken Takahashi 
remembers Mares transition from 
formal artwork to a personal narra-
tive style of expression, saying that 
her level of talent far exceeds that of 
her peers.

“As her teacher I was so amazed 
with her shift in style,” Takahashi 
said. “I imagine it took a great chal-
lenge to express these thoughts. I 
remember she was the only student 
who would stay in the studio past 
midnight every night.” 

Mares’ ability to inspire interest 
through her artwork became clear 
within the first days of her exhibit. 
Nearly 200 to 300 visitors walked 
through the Center Gallery.

“There is a device that keeps 
count so we know how often people 
visit the gallery,” said Clark. “This 
has been the biggest show, in terms 
of numbers of visitors, in the history 
of the Center Gallery.”

But for Mares, who hopes to one 
day open her own children’s art stu-
dio; student reactions are secondary 
to her desires to create artwork that 
is personally meaningful.

“Each piece becomes real to me 
and I’m very attached to them. It’s 
like when you have a bunch of 
stuffed animals as a child and you 
have to be nice to them because 
they’re alive and they have feelings” 
said Mares, with a laugh. “ And I 
know that’s not the truth and I know 
that’s not real, but I create these 
pieces from memories so I still have 
a strong connection to them.”
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We recruit, we 
practice, it’s for 
real ... I took off 
work for it. 

Cornell williams
Fullerton Student
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