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George Diehr’s forum on Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s pension 
reform plan drew in a standing room 
only crowd at Cal State Fullerton’s 
Academic Senate Chambers last 
Thursday.

Diehr, who doubles as a Cal 
State San Marcos professor and 
CalPERS (California Public 
Employees’ Retirement System) 
board member, made it immedi-
ately clear that he was standing 
up for the CSU system against the 
pension privatization gamble.

“My objective here is to try to 
give info about Schwarzenegger’s 
plan and dispel myths…including 
the claim that the state is going 
bankrupt because of our current 
plan,” he said.

CalPERS provides retirement 
and health benefits to more than 
1.4 million public employees, retir-
ees, their families and more than 
2,500 employers, according to their 
Web site.

CalPERS is the nation’s largest 
public pension fund with assets 
totaling $180 million. These assets 
are currently a part of a defined 
benefit retirement plan, in which 
benefits are based on a member’s 
years of service, age and high-
est compensation, according to the 
Web site. 

Schwarzenegger’s plan is a 
defined contribution plan which 
calls for an end to the tradition-
al defined benefit pensions for 
employees hired as of July 1, 
2007. 

New employees would be placed 
in defined contribution plans that 
cap employer contributions and 
let employees invest in 401K-type 
pension funds, Diehr said.

The current system guarantees 
a benefit for the life of the retir-
ee, while the defined contribution 
plan depends on the success of the 
investment and only lasts until the 

Whenever there is news in the 
world of entertainment, chances 
are there is an entertainment pub-
licist behind it, monitoring it or 
waiting in the wings to respond to 
it. Entertainment publicists have 
the high-profile responsibility of 
creating news, sharing informa-
tion or protecting their world-
famous clients’ images in the 
public eye. Cal State Fullerton’s 
Public Relations Student Society 
of America (PRSSA) will host a 

special two-day entertainment PR 
conference on Friday, April 22, 
and Saturday, April 23 in the Titan 
Student Union. The conference is 
open to anyone interested in the 
real story behind the scenes in 
the exciting world of entertainment 
PR.

“I think a lot of people are curi-
ous about entertainment PR, but do 
not know what to expect because 
it seems so unobtainable and high 
profile. If a student has thought 
about entertainment PR but was 
not sure that it was the right direc-
tion, this two-day conference gives 
valuable insider information from 
high level professionals in the 
field,” said Monique Macalinao, 
CSUF’s PRSSA vice president and 
director of the conference.

Top publicists from big com-

panies like Disney, E! Television, 
FOX, The Mighty Ducks and Clear 
Channel will be on hand to lecture 
on areas of entertainment, includ-
ing film, television, amusement 
parks, museums, sports, entertain-
ment venues, radio, music, video-
gaming and newspapers in order 
to offer attendees the real scoop 
behind the scenes.

There are 248 student chap-
ters of PRSSA nationwide; only 
14 chapters, including CSUF’s, 
were selected to hold conferences. 
Macalinao said her five-man com-
mittee has spent four months plan-
ning this event. 

Faculty adviser Joseph Massey 
created the proposal in October 
2004 that won CSUF’s bid to host 
the conference, giving the club a 
chance to strut its stuff.

OC Register Theatre Critic Paul 
Hodgins looked over the line up.

“The performing arts looks under 
represented, and that is disappoint-
ing,” Hodgins said. “[But] there is 
a good sampling of PR profession-
als from every other major area 
of entertainment that is big and it 
looks like a great opportunity for 
students.”

Massey said the conference will 
provide an opportunity for stu-
dents to network with entertain-
ment industry professionals in an 
atmosphere organized by students 
for students.  

“Students from all over 
California, Arizona and elsewhere 
will converge on our campus for 
professional development, net-
working and fun,” he said.

The conference offers all stu-

dents many options in exchange for 
entrance fees. Both days are includ-
ed in the price, which runs $20 
for current PRSSA members (new 
members can join for $65) and $50 
for other students from any major. 
Early registers can RSVP in order 
to enjoy the benefits of the limited-
space free tour of Clear Channel 
in Burbank, including a welcome 
lunch. Continental breakfast is pro-
vided both days. The conference 
will conclude with a walk on the 
red carpet as attendees make their 
way into the Marriott for a banquet 
ceremony, allowing all attendees to 
feel like celebrities for a day. Early 
reservation is suggested, as seating 
is limited.  More information can 
be found on the PRSSA Web site 
at http://commstudents.fullerton.
edu/prssa.

On July 5, 1887, Edward Amerige 
drove a stake into a mustard field at 
what is now the corner of Harbor 
Boulevard and Commonwealth 
Avenue. Thus, the town of Fullerton 
was born. Little did he know that 
118 years later, the spot would be 
overrun by college kids in Ramones 
shirts, looking for good deals on 
vintage clothing.

Downtown Fullerton features 

an array of vintage and alternative 
clothing stores aimed at a crowd 
that is much more Morrissey than 
mallrat. 

For Cal State Fullerton students 
who want to add some retro style 
to their dorm rooms, the Out of 
Vogue clothing store features all the 
essentials. Specializing in “vintage 
modern” clothing and furniture, Out 
of Vogue owner Mike Atta said his 
store is unlike any other in Orange 
County. 

“We get people that want some-
thing that their friends do not have,” 
Atta said. 

In its eighth year, the store caters 
to people who are looking for some-
thing different. Popular requests are 
vintage prom dresses, rockabilly 

clothes and clothes from the 1980s.
Just a few doors down, Stray Cat 

Vintage & Costume Store features 
items dating back to the early 1900s, 
as well as an extensive collection of 
costumes to buy or rent.

“I’m here all the time because 
they have stuff you can’t find any-
where else,” said Alex Martinez of 
Fullerton. 

Martinez said she has been into 
vintage shopping for over 10 years, 
and often comes to Stray Cat to find 
mod and rockabilly clothes because 
of its vast selection.  Nestled inside 
Stray Cat is Black Hole Records, an 
indie music store that sells vinyls 
that are out of print and hard-to-find 
music imports.

Ipso Facto owner Terri Kennedy 

said her store also sells hard to find 
CDs, in addition to clothing for 
the gothic, industrial and rockabilly 
subcultures. 

Since 1989, the store has catered 
to these scenes, selling everything 
from medieval clothing to Living 
Dead collectable dolls. Ipso Facto 
was the first place in Orange County 
to feature body piercing and they 
also carry many “one-of-a-kind gar-
ments,” Kennedy said.

For someone who’s tired of look-
ing like everyone else, storeowners 
said vintage shopping may be the 
way to go, but there are a few things 
the new shopper should keep in 
mind.

“Don’t go by the size on the 
label,” Atta said. “Clothes are sized 

more favorably now than they were 
in the past.” 

Atta said a size 14 in the 1950’s 
is about a size nine today and said 
he suggests carefully examining a 
garment’s labels. 

“If it says ‘Made in China,’ it’s 
probably a knockoff made to look 
vintage,” Atta said, adding that qual-
ity is also important. 

If a shirt looks like it was worn 
everyday of the Reagan administra-
tion, it’s probably not going to last 
long for you, Atta said.                  

Vintage shopping is all about 
developing a unique style. 

“Follow your tastes,” Atta said, 
“Take a chance on a piece. If it 
doesn’t work, you can always donate 
it.”

With the end of the semester 
only six weeks away, the frustra-
tion of dealing with final exams 
and papers will start very soon. 
For some seniors, the hardest chal-
lenge will be studying and crank-
ing out last-minute papers. But for 
members on the Cal State Fullerton 
submarine team, will be their senior 
project: building a human-powered 
submarine.

The project has proven itself to 
be a great challenge. The current 

team, which is composed of senior 
mechanical engineering majors 
Debbie Blake, Thomas Lam and 
Prapat Apisaksirikul, is the second 
team in CSUF’s history to build 
a submarine. The first team was 
assembled in 1996.

Project requirements challenged 
the team to come up with a design, 
decipher which materials and com-
ponents would be used and then 
assemble the final product using 
whatever facilities and tools avail-
able to them.  

“We started with nothing,” Lam 
said. “It’s not [about] the place 
where we are starting, but the things 
we are learning.”   

By getting in touch with the 
alumni, the team has been able to 
avoid many pitfalls in the process. 

“We have contacted members of 

the previous team and they have 
been very helpful in explaining 
their hardships encountered,” Blake 
said.  

A number of materials are used to 
build the submarine, including dif-
ferent plastics, composite materials 
and balsa wood. The team contact-
ed Composite One, a distributor in 
Santa Fe Springs, in order to obtain 
the composite materials needed for 
the project. 

The team has enlisted the help of 
outside sources to put the project 
together. The most assistance to the 
team has come from Terry Price, 
the chair of the Composite Training 
Center at Cerritos College, who has 
provided the team with a workplace 
for the project and industry contacts 

The Garden Grove Freeway, State 
Route 22, improvement project 
promises to ease traffic by increas-
ing lanes and improving busy inter-
changes.

Measure M, which increased 
Orange County’s sales tax by a 
one-half of a cent, is providing 
about one-half of the funds for the 
SR-22 project’s design and con-
struction. The measure will also 
provide funding for other projects. 
The county’s freeway system will 
receive 43 percent of the funds with 
32 percent going to surface streets 

and 25 percent to public transporta-
tion.

In 2004, more than 200,000 cars 
traveled the 22 Freeway every 
day, with that number projected 
to increase to 350,000 by the year 
2020, according to the Orange 
County Transportation Authority 
Web site.

The only east to west freeway 
in Orange County, the 22 Freeway 
currently has three lanes in each 
direction. OCTA plans to add two 
lanes from The City Drive to Beach 
Boulevard and one lane from Beach 
Boulevard to Valley View Street. 

“I’m not sure if it is the con-
struction or the traffic in general, 
but there’s definitely traffic,” said 
Justine Ancheta, a graduate student 
at Cal State Fullerton who com-
mutes on the 22 Freeway. 

Ancheta said that there is heavy 
traffic even at 1 p.m., when she 

makes her way to campus. She said 
she thinks the additional lanes will 
help ease traffic flow.

OCTA hopes to ease the conges-
tion at The City Drive exit, where 
drivers who wish to exit must tra-
verse across other traffic merg-
ing from the 57 Freeway. OCTA 
plans to build a new off-ramp that 
will eliminate the need to weave 
through traffic.

Michael Litschi, an OCTA 
spokesman, said that improvement 
of this on-ramp will be the most 
helpful part of the plan for CSUF 
students.

Litschi said that OCTA’s solu-
tion is to take the northbound 
57 Freeway connector to the 22 
Freeway and elevate it, thus allevi-
ating the traffic crunch that occurs 
at this point.

Plans to add lanes to 
crowded OC route 
should ease congestion
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Top publicists give students real scoop

Downtown Fullerton stores offer flashback fashion

Seniors to sink or swim after finishing submarine project

Andrea Calderwood sings with the Tim Gill All Stars as Arts Week kicks off Monday afternoon at the 
Becker Amphitheater in front of the TSU. See Calendar, page 2.

James Carroll/Daily Titan

The sound of music

Prapat Apisaksirikul, a senior mechanical engineering major and subma-
rine team member, applies one of the ten coats of wax to the plug so that 
it does not crack when the mold is made.

Joseph santos/Daily Titan
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Women speak at breast-implant hearing
WASHINGTON – Thirteen years after most use of silicone-gel breast 

implants was banned, the government reopened emotional debate Monday 
on whether to lift the restrictions – despite lingering questions about how 
often the devices can break inside women’s bodies and how bad those breaks 
really are. In an extraordinary daylong hearing, dozens of women, many 
in tears, told federal health advisers of pain and crippling health problems 
when silicone leaked from broken implants into their breasts and beyond. 
Others, angry at their difficulty in getting what they called the most natural-
feeling implant to rebuild cancer-ravaged breasts or to enlarge small ones, 
urged the Food and Drug Administration to lift its near-ban.

Senate panel grills Bolton over record
WASHINGTON – His Senate approval to be U.N. ambassador still in 

question, John R. Bolton told skeptical Democrats on Monday that the world 
body had “gone off track” at times but that he was committed to its mission. 
Democrats at Bolton’s Senate Foreign Relations Committee confirmation 
hearing recited his past undiplomatic remarks about the United Nations and 
wondered aloud why he would even want the job. They also challenged him 
over alleged bullying of government intelligence officials who disagreed 
with him on issues including Cuba’s weapons capabilities.

Bush warns Sharon on settlement growth
CRAWFORD, Texas – President Bush told Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 

Sharon on Monday he must not allow further West Bank settlement growth 
and said Israeli and Palestinian doubts about each other were hampering 
peace prospects. In response, Sharon said that Israel would abide by the 
internationally negotiated “road map” peace plan, which calls for a settle-
ment freeze, but would keep some large Jewish population blocs in the West 
Bank under its control.

Disgraced cardinal leads mass for Pope
VATICAN CITY – Cardinal Bernard Law, whose failures to stop sexu-

ally abusive priests sparked the worst crisis in American church history, led 
a Mass for thousands mourning Pope John Paul II at St. Peter’s Basilica on 
Monday after police whisked away a victim protesting outside. Law cel-
ebrated the Mass without disruption, saying in his homily that Italian, Polish 
and other pilgrims were inspiring in their huge tribute to John Paul. 

U.S. contractor kidnapped in Iraq
BAGHDAD, Iraq – A U.S. contractor was kidnapped Monday in the 

Baghdad area, the latest in a string of abductions that have forced many for-
eigners to work here under armed guard. A pickup truck also exploded near a 
U.S. convoy as it patrolled a crowded market in the troubled city of Samarra, 
killing at least three people and injuring more than 20 others. Three suicide 
bombers also hit a Marine outpost in western Iraq, wounding three Marines 
and three civilians in an attack claimed by Iraq’s most feared terror groups.

Enjoy Pizza with the Presidents 
today from noon to 1 p.m. in the 
Quad. CSUF President Milton A. 
Gordon and ASI President Philip 
Vasquez will be at the event to 
answer questions and address cam-
pus concerns. 

Graduation ticket distribution 
begins today. Graduates can pick up 
free Commencement 2005 tickets at 
the Information Desk in the Titan 
Student Union or at the Titan Card 
Office in the Library. Tickets will 
be available for four weeks and 
are required for guests attend the 
College Graduations. 

Gradfest is being held today 
through April 14 at the tent located 
in front of Titan Shops. Graduates 
can purchase graduation packages, 
class rings, their caps and gowns and 
announcements. They can also pick 
up guest parking permits. 

Sue Passalacqua from the 
Women’s Center will lead a discus-
sion on “Are You Being Plagued 
by the Feeling of ‘Not Being Good 
Enough?” from noon to 1 p.m. in 
UH 205. 

Barbara Ehrenreich, author of 
“Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) 
Getting By in America”, will be on 
campus at 7:30 p.m. in the TSU. She 
will discuss her social experiments 
on the challenges and barriers of liv-
ing off minimum wage. 

This week is Arts Week. Catch 
Richard Mirand, a make-up artist, 
in Alvarado from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Ashley Emenger, a gallery director, 
will be in Hetebrink from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. A collection of art work from 
the Hot Glass and Sculpture Club 
titled “XYZ” will be on display in 
Tuffree from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

World

News
 bin RieF

An Vu, a junior in business management, informs fellow rOTC students of their game plan for their final 
battle, the “battle royale,” friday at Tombstone Paintball Park in Corona.  

suzanne sullivan/Daily Titan
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All events are free and on campus 
unless otherwise indicated. If you 
would like to have a specific entry put 
in the calendar section, please send 
an e-mail to news@dailytitan.com.
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“I just took it for granted that we 
wouldn’t be that stupid.”

-Senator Mel Martinez, revealing 
that someone from his staff had been 
the author of a memo citing the Terri 
Schiavo case as a “great political 
issue” for Republicans.

“Jim, you think he’s with Jesus 
now? We only have 30 seconds.”

-Larry King interviewing actor 
James Caviezel, who played Jesus 
Christ in the film “The Passion of 
the Christ,” about the Pope’s death.

SEATTLE - A 12-year-old Seattle 
school student and his buddies were 
caught after counterfeiting $20 in 
one-dollar bills that were circulated 
among the students and used in the 
cafeteria to buy food, school offi-
cials said on Friday. 

“On Monday, our lunchroom staff 
was counting the till at the end of 
the day and noticed that there was a 
dollar bill that looked a little bit dif-
ferent,” said Seattle School District 
spokeswoman Patti Spencer. 

The next day, a sixth-grade stu-

dent who offered a fake dollar to 
buy beef jerky led school officials 
to a fellow sixth-grader who had 
made the money using a computer 
and a printer. Those two and another 
friend had also passed the counter-
feit dollar bills onto other students. 

The school’s assistant prin-
cipal notified the Seattle Police 
Department, which recovered eight 
of the counterfeit bills, said Seattle 
Police Department spokeswoman 
Deborah Brown. 

Police are still investigating and 
will forward the results to a local 
prosecutor, Brown said. 

The three boys received a stern 
lecture and were suspended for five 
days, Spencer said. 
Compiled from Reuters

sound
biTeS

did you
know?

Two officers shot during investigation
LA HABRA – Two police officers were shot Monday following an appar-

ent robbery at a liquor store, authorities said. The La Habra officers were 
evacuated to hospitals by helicopters, said Los Angeles County sheriff’s Sgt. 
Don Manumaleuna. “One of our air units is helping with the evacuation,” he 
said. Authorities were searching for two people involved in the shooting in 
the Orange County city, about 20 miles southeast of Los Angeles.
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The creators of RateMyProfessors.
com have concocted a new Web site 
for rating nightclubs.

ClubRatingz.com is a new site in 
which its press release states that 
consumers might be able to find 
a hangout that offers drinks and 
music to their liking.

The site offers the option of 
searching for clubs and rating 
them, all in one place. It also offers 
a limited assortment of clubs in 
California and ratings for each 
club.

“Like any business, it takes time 
for a new Web site to get estab-
lished,” said Bob Nicholson, vice 

president of marketing and busi-
ness development at Ratingz, Inc. 
“We started out with some esti-
mates for site traffic and number 
of ratings, and we’re already well 
ahead of those estimates.”

Nicholson, who teamed up with 
John Swapceinski, founder of 
RateMyProfessors.com, said the 
idea for creating a nightclub-rating 
site came easily. From Nicholson’s 
perspective, the outlook is posi-
tive.

“As more people hear about the 
site, I think the number of listings 
will grow very quickly,” he said.

El Patio, a nightclub and res-
taurant in Anaheim, is not on 
ClubRatingz.com.

“It doesn’t matter where you go. 
If you want to have fun, you’re 
going to have fun no matter where 
you are,” said Beatriz Quintero, 
manager of El Patio and a critic 
of the effectiveness of sites such 
as ClubRatingz.com. El Patio does 

not seem to need the ratings for 
attracting a full house based on one 
person’s opinion, she added.

“It’s okay to rate clubs but each 
person will rate them according to 
their mood,” Quintero said.

A single opinion does not speak 
for everyone, she said. El Patio also 
has its own Web site and entertains 
an almost 100 percent Latino com-
munity, she said, adding that the 
nightclub and restaurant is always 
busy, no matter what anyone says.

“If you like Latino music you’re 
going to come to El Patio and enjoy 
yourself,” she said.

The Boogie of Anaheim also 
seems to be getting along without 
the help of the rating site.

“It has been my experience that 
Web site ratings are not accurate,” 
said Ross Bibeau, manager of pro-
motions at The Boogie. “It depends 
who you are and what happened to 
you at a club. If you were dumped 
at a club, you’re not going to like 

it.”
The club has its own Web site 

and attracts a big crowd on its own. 
On ClubRatingz.com, The Boogie 
has only a minimal amount of rat-
ings, most of which are very poor, 
ranging from two to four stars, giv-
ing the club a smileless face. 

If the club were rated well, it 
would display a happy face next to 
the club’s name. Bibeau’s response 
to someone who sees poor ratings 
for The Boogie is: “Come and form 
your own opinion.”

“We’re very busy,” Bibeau said, 
stating that the club attracts every-
one, from doctors and bankers to 
south central Los Angeles and local 
residents, he said. “It doesn’t mat-
ter who you are, everyone comes to 
have fun, status isn’t important.”

The Boogie has been around for 
about 30 years, and was previously 
a bowling alley, he said.

“The club plays anything from 
disco to country, what ever people 
want to hear,” he said.

Even though neither Quintero 
nor Bibeau have ever heard of 
CubRatingz.com, co-founder 
Nicholson says the company has 
sent press releases to industry 
publications serving the nightclub 
scene.

“We’ve posted notices on forums 
devoted to nightclub management 
and promotion.” Nicholson said. 
“We don’t specifically notify each 
club. Actually, the smart club man-
agers realize our site can help them 
find out what people really think of 
their places.”

ClubRatingz.com does not ask 
for clubs’ permission before post-
ing their names on its site.

“Just like other Web sites that 
rates consumer products and ser-
vices, we view it as a basic right 
to share information on any club,” 
he said.

Nicholson compares the 
site’s potential for popular-
ity to RateMyProfessors.com. 
“RateMyProfessors.com has been 
operating for about five years and 
it’s number one in its category,” 
Nicholson said.

With that, Nicholson thinks they 
can expand ClubRatingz.com much 
faster, he said.

Critics of Ratingz, Inc. 
claim inaccuracies in 
online evaluations
By nAdine hernAndez 
Daily Titan Staff

Web site offers club ratings The art of shopping

The CSUf Art Department east Gallery was filled with shopping 
bags but no shoppers on Thursday. The art exhibit, titled “Mark Up,” 
a collaborative installation between four art students, lavina Afram, 
Steven Bayer, eric lumba and Cate Meier. The exhibit consisted of 
1,000 shopping bags from stores including robinsons May, Banana 
republic and Victoria’s Secret. The shopping bags, suspended from 
the ceiling, engaged visitors to manuever their way around the 
maze of bags, receipts and colors within the small gallery. Bags were 
spray painted with messages such as “feel good,” “buyer’s remorse,” 
and “spend & save” in black stencil. 

olivia portugal/Daily Titan



for sponsorships. 
“He has shown us the proper 

way,” Lam said.  
By bringing the submarine to 

Cerritos College, students there 
have been able to take part in the 
learning process. 

“It’s a recruiting tool,” said 
Jesa Kreiner, chair of the Division 
of Engineering and professor of 
mechanical engineering. “There is 
a smooth integration between col-

leges.” 
Associated Students Inc. also 

helped with the funding of the proj-
ect.  

“It’s like a torpedo,” Kreiner said 
of the submarine’s straightforward 
design.  

The operator lies in the “prone” 
position inside the submarine 
and controls the handles for the 
steering and transmission used to 
spin the propeller. The team con-
structed the design using software 
like AutoCAD, Ansys and Pro-
Engineer.  

“All the parameters that had to be 

considered were overwhelming in 
the beginning,” Apisaksirikul said. 
“But it has taught us how to be 
good engineers because it has so 
many engineering applications.”

The team is currently seeking 
approval from other departments to 
be able to use the swimming pool 
in order to test the submarine when 
it is finished.  The operator of the 
submarine must wear scuba gear 
and be a certified safety diver.

Completion of the project is 
imperative; the team cannot stress 
enough that, “If it doesn’t work, we 
don’t graduate.”

individual’s money runs out, Diehr 
said.

As part of the bill, death and dis-
ability benefits would be discon-
tinued for public service employ-
ees, including the police and fire 
departments. 

If such an event were to occur, 
the employee or family would only 
receive what had been invested in 
their plan, Diehr said.

Nick Hall, a Cal State San Marcos 
political science major, came to 
Fullerton to learn more about the 
legislation and was shocked to hear 
about the death benefits termina-
tion.

“That is beyond me,” he said. 
“These are the people in the most 
high-risk public service jobs and 
they deserve to be protected with 
the best benefits and insurance we 
can offer.”

Schwarzenegger’s director of 
finance, Tom Campbell, said the 
goal of the defined contribution 
plan is to shift the responsibility 

from the taxpayer to the employee, 
an idea Diehr said he does not 
agree with.

“Retirement security is part of 
how we are paid in return for our 
service to California,” he said. “We 
pay for these great benefits through 
lower salaries.”

Diehr admitted there are improve-
ments that need to be made in 
any pension system and CalPERS 
is taking the steps toward those 
improvements.

But Schwarzenegger is not will-
ing to talk about saving the plan, 
Diehr said.

If Schwarzenegger’s plan were 
to pass, employees and prospective 
retirees would be required to pay 
11 percent of their paychecks, as 
opposed to the 5 percent they pay 
now, a fact Diehr said would only 
hurt potential hiring.

“It’s already hard to hire good 
faculty because of the low salary, 
but it will be even harder if this 
pension reform passes,” he said.

Diehr said privatizing pensions 
would not really help the state with 
the budget crisis.

He provided information dem-

onstrating that Campbell admitted 
the plan would not save the state 
much money.

Diehr said this pension reform 
is actually just a piece of a bigger 
problem in which Schwarzenegger 
is striking at the heart of public 
service in general.

Mark Shapiro, a CSUF emeritus 
professor of physics, echoed that 
sentiment.

“It’s a political thing,” he said. 
“They are uncomfortable with how 
much clout CalPERS has with 
regards to corporate governance.”

Diehr also discussed a report, 
released Thursday, stating that 
Schwarzenegger had backed off of 
his pension reform plans for now 
because there seemed to be some 
confusion about its goals.

Although Schwarzenegger faced 
this setback in his privatization 
plan, no one should sit back and 
enjoy the spoils of victory, Diehr 
said.

He said those interested in fight-
ing the pension reform should get 
involved, spread the word to family 
and friends and do their best to dig 
for the facts behind the myths.

“It’s a chronic choke-point,” 
Litschi said.

“As you get on the 22, you have 
to fight to merge left as cars that 
are already on the 
freeway are trying 
to merge to The 
City Drive,” Litschi 
said. “[The plan] 
will help do a lot.”

Ancheta said she 
thinks The City 
Drive exit is the 
freeway’s biggest 
problem because 
cars are merging 
from all directions.

Freeway on-
ramps and off-ramps are sched-
uled to be closed periodically for 
construction, however, during nor-
mal drive-time hours there are no 
planned lane closures.

“All three lanes of the 22 will be 
open from 6 a.m. to 11 p.m. during 
the entire project,” Litschi said. 

He said that OCTA made an 
effort to make sure that the com-
muters were not unduly inconve-

nienced during the project.
A help line is set up by OCTA 

in conjunction with Caltrans when-
ever major projects or construc-
tion take place, said Raul Pares, a 
helpline attendant.

The helpline mainly receives 
calls from residents who live close 

to the 57 and 22 
freeways.

“ T y p i c a l l y 
people are calling 
right now primar-
ily about the noise 
problems,” Pares 
said.

When asked 
about commuter 
questions, Pares 
said that most 
commuters figure 
out the detours 

themselves.
“Commuters [in Southern 

California] typically see a major 
project and know what expect,” 
Pares said. “They look for alternate 
routes themselves.”

Pares also records a nightly mes-
sage regarding freeway closures 
and construction for those who call 
during the night hours.

Beginning April 4, drivers who 

normally exit the westbound Haster 
off-ramp will have to find an alter-
nate route because the ramp will 
be closed for approximately three 
months, according to OCTA. 

The $490 million plan also 
includes an addition of a High 
Occupancy Vehicle lane, called a 
carpool lane, for both directions 
from Valley View Street to the 55 
Freeway.

The Trask Bridge will be under 
construction for the next seven 
to nine months. According to 
the OCTA’s construction update 
released in February 2005, most 
of the construction work will take 
place between 7 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
with limited construction happening 
overnight. 

The 800-day plan is slated for 
completion by December 2006.

Litschi said to log on to OCTA’s 
Web site, www.octa.net, for construc-
tion and traffic updates. Commuters 
or residents of nearby areas can also 
call the help line at (800) 724-0353.

Orange County voters approved 
Measure M in November 1990 
for improvements throughout the 
county. According to the OCTA, the 
measure is slated to raise over $3.1 
billion over 20 years.
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