
A billboard by KFIAM 640 Talk Radio on the corner of Artesia Boulevard and Normandie Avenue responds 
to controversial billboard posted by Noticias 62 stating “Los Angeles, Mexico.” 
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Billboard battles

Liberalism flew out of mouths and 
echoed through a roomful of ears 
Monday as a panel of professors 
debated what s̓ ʻright  ̓about the Left. 

The 10-member faculty panel was 

organized by members of The Left 
Bank, and attracted dozens of stu-
dents and professors from diverse 
backgrounds to the Tuffree Room of 
the Titan Student Union to discuss 
various issues affecting liberalism.

Topics from taxes and Social 
Security to history and diversity 
flowed among panel members, lead-
ing some listeners to nods of agree-
ment and others to sighs of dissent. 

“It s̓ good to see that the Left 
is organizing,” said Alan Emery, a 
panel member and sociology profes-

sor at Cal State Fullerton. 
The discussion began with lectures 

from each panelist about various 
issues surrounding liberalism both in 
the United States and overseas. 

Most widely disputed was 
Afro-Ethnic studies professor Carl 
Jacksonʼs comments supporting 
President George W. Bush for his 
fiscal support of racial minorities 
and his appointment of minorities to 
cabinet-level positions. 

“America is what it is now because 
of black folks,” Jackson said. “Iʼm 

not saying that I like George Bush, 
but at least he s̓ putting his money 
where his mouth is.” 

Professors and students erupted 
with shouts of disagreement, asking 
Jackson if he was referring to the 
same George Bush that now serves as 
president of the United States. 

“I just want to be sure weʼre talk-
ing about the same George Bush 
here,” said Jarret Lovell, a criminal 
justice professor who distinguished 
himself as the most outspoken panel 
member. “I think he appoints these 

minorities [to the presidential cabi-
net] in order to do away with the need 
to address minority issues.”

Dayse Morales, a sociology major 
and audience member, said she dis-
agreed with some of Jackson s̓ com-
ments referring to a dispute between 
him and political science Professor 
Donald Matthewson, who said Bush s̓ 
appointment of minorities to cabinet-
level positions were ʻtokens.ʼ

“Iʼm from the South, I know about 
ʻtokens,ʼ” Jackson said in response to 
Matthewson s̓ comment. “Have you 

ever even lived in the south? Have 
you ever been black?”

Journalism Professor Jeffery Brody 
also proved somewhat controversial 
in his comments about corporate con-
trol of media messages. 

“What s̓ wrong with the Left is 
that they try to move to the future by 
looking through the rearview mirror,” 
said Brody. “Donʼt harp on trying to 
change the world through The New 
York Times, start your own blog.” 

Race, religion, poverty and oil 
revenue fuel an ongoing genocide in 
the Darfur region of Sudan between 
an Islamic military dictatorship in 
the north and black non-Muslim 
rebel groups in the west.

Estimated deaths range from 
180,000 to 400,000 since the vio-
lence in Darfur began in the spring 
of 2003.

Approximately 2 million people 
from the Darfur region have been 
driven from their homes into camps 
for the “internally displaced,” and 
into refugee camps in neighboring 
countries.  

Last year, the U.S. Congress 
declared the situation in Darfur 
“genocide,” as did former Secretary 
of State Colin Powell. 

However, the U.N. Security 
Council has not called it geno-
cide, largely because of China and 
Russia. These countries are two of 
the five permanent voting members 
of the Security Council with veto 
power. China is heavily invested in 
Sudan s̓ oil industry and both China 
and Russia sell weapons to Sudan.

By stopping short of calling it 
genocide, the United Nations has 

limited power to intervene in the 
widespread human rights viola-
tions. Approximately 3,000 African 
Union troops and several hundred 
U.N. monitors are stationed in 
Darfur. This limited international 
peacekeeping presence has been 
criticized as inadequate in a region 
that has been roughly compared to 
the size of Texas.

Background
Sudan has been fighting a civil 

war since its independence in 1956, 
except for a 10-year hiatus from 
1972-1982, between “the north-
ern government and the whole 
southern region,” said Jennifer G. 
Cooke, the deputy director of the 
Africa Program at the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, 
a Washington, D.C. think tank.

“It s̓ in the south where most 
of the oil is, and yet [the southern 
people] have seen very little of the 
revenues from that,” Cooke said.

On January 9, 2005, the Islamic 
military dictatorship government in 
the north signed the Comprehensive 
Peace Agreement with rebel forces 
from the south, mostly non-Muslim 
blacks. Also called the North-South 
peace agreement, the treaty calls 
for the sharing of political power 

and oil revenue between the Islamic 
government based in Khartoum and 
the southern rebel groups. 

Janjaweed
In the spring of 2003, violence 

erupted when early North-South 

peace negotiations did not include 
western Sudanese black rebel 
groups from Darfur.

A lopsided civil war ensued in 
Darfur, fueled by oil development 

Part 1 of 3: United States calls it genocide, casualties continue
By DAVID BARRY 
Daily Titan Staff

DAFUR

DigitalGlobe, Inc. and Department of State via USAID

Death in Darfur

It is said that a picture is worth a 
thousand words.

For Victoria Eley, a picture 
reveals only glimpses of the real 
person beyond the image.

At first glance, the photogenic 
young woman seems relaxed and 
carefree, wearing her self confi-
dence as naturally as her stone-

washed jeans.  
An off-the-shoulders angora 

sweater exudes an air of sophisti-
cation. Short, ebony hair frames 
delicate facial features, radiating a 
youthful appearance.  

Camera flashes signal her vary-
ing facial expressions, shifting from 
serious to playful.  Occasionally, 
she offers the slightest hint of a 
smile.

Looking into her mahogany eyes, 
there is the impression that she is 
wiser than her age.

“I was forced to grow up quick 
because I was exposed to a lot of 
things,” Eley said.

While growing up, she had a dif-

ficult relationship with her parents. 
Her father, a former pimp, was 
abusive. Despite giving birth to 
Eley while addicted to drugs, her 
mother struggled to remain clean 
for 16 years.  

But, one explosive argument 
with her mother would forever 
change her life. It is still hard for 
her to share the full details of that 
fateful day.

The fight with her mother ended 
badly.  

“Basically, I found myself hand-
cuffed at the police station. . .” she 
said.

Student turns tragedy to triumph

A capacity audience of students, 
community members and vocal 
hecklers attended a lecture Monday 
evening on the volatile history of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Controversial author Norman 
Finkelstein spoke before a crowd 
of over 100 in the Humanities 
Building – some who were recep-
tive to the Palestinian version of 
history, some who were less so.

Throughout the talk, local Jewish 
Defense League representatives 
screamed at Finkelstein for his take 
on the history and current status of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

His take on the conflict was 
that it had its origins in an ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians in 1948, 
and that Palestinians had legal 
claim to the land in question.

Finkelstein said that while he 
believed their claims were legally 
valid, it might not be politically 
feasible for Palestinians to reclaim 
all of the land that they have lost 
over the years.

Some audience members who 
favored the Palestinian version of 
history shouted back at the sign-
holding protesters, but most of the 
audience refrained from adding to 
the heated chaos that threatened to 
end the event early. 

Two University Police officers 
attended the lecture, and helped 
keep the peace by escorting at least 
one vocal protester out of the room 
temporarily. 

By and large, Finkelsteinʼs com-
mentary earned enthusiastic clap-
ping. Toward the end of the talk, he 
received a standing ovation from at 
least half of the room.

Finkelstein is the author of sever-
al books, including “The Holocaust 
Industry: Reflections on the 
Exploitation of Jewish Suffering.” 

Although Finkelstein didnʼt deny 
the occurrence of the Holocaust 
during the evening, at least one 
audience member accused him of 
being a “holocaust denier.”

This charge was dismissed 
by one of the eveningʼs hosts, 
Rashad Aldabbagh, the president 
of Cal State Fullertonʼs Middle 
Eastern Student Society, who said 
Finkelstein was the son of holo-
caust survivor.

The Philosophy Department and 
the Division of Political Science 
and Criminal Justice hosted 
Mondayʼs event.

Some audience members criti-
cal of the lecture voiced concern 
that alternative viewpoints from 
Finkelstein were not given ade-
quate consideration. 

“Unfortunately what is missed 
here is that we have two suffering 
people, and there needs to be a 
solution in that part of the world. 
And all of the dramatics, and the 
arguments and the yelling doesnʼt 
change that – it doesnʼt get to 
a solution,” said Henry Cohen, a 
Villa Park resident.

He said the emotional protesters 
did not represent the Jewish intel-
lectual response to the issues. 

“Iʼve been to Israel three times, 
and Iʼve seen the suffering of both 
sides, and itʼs a tragedy, and weʼre 
not addressing that at all. Weʼre 
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Cardinals past the Dodgers 
for 6-2 victory 6 
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Imagine eating McDonaldʼs 30 
days straight, three meals a day, and 
still losing weight in the end. If the 
film “Super Size Me” comes mind, 
one is mistaken. Rather, it is about a 
new documentary “Down Size Me,” 
which aims to educate people about 
health and fitness. 

The movie will be presented at 
Cal State Fullerton today at the Titan 
Student Union Pavilion B at 7 p.m. 
The event is free of charge, and open 
to the public. The presentation will 
include a Q&A segment.

In “Down Size Me,” Chazz Weaver, 
the main actor in the documenta-
ry, embarks on a similar journey as 

Morgan Spurlock in “Super Size Me,” 
but with a twist. In addition to eat-
ing McDonald s̓ for 30 days, Weaver 
added physical activity to his routine. 
The end result was that Weaver lost 
8 pounds in body fat, and his overall 
cholesterol level improved. 

Weaver, who came up with the 
idea of the documentary, said the film 
“Super Size Me” served as a catalyst 
for “Down Size Me.” 

“This is not about McDonald s̓ or 
the fast food industry … it is about 
education in its fundamental level,” 
Weaver said. 

The documentary premiered at the 
Newport Beach Film Festival on April 
23 to a sold-out crowd and CSUF will 
now host the film on campus. 

Vincent Merrill, a professor of 
kinesiology and health science, came 
up with the idea of inviting Weaver to 
speak at CSUF. 

Merrill said the presentation is 
a great opportunity for students to 
enrich their learning experiences 

while promoting health. 
“I think the more we know and 

the more we are aware, we can make 
our own judgments and make those 
decisions [by] taking this information 
with us out into the real world. I think 
the exchange of ideas and discussion, 
whether you agree or disagree [is] 
a very important part of … college 
education,” Merrill said.

For Cole Norton, a radio-TV-film 
major, fast food is more an issue of 
convenience and has less to do with 
weight issues. 

“Generally, people should learn to 
be responsible for their own actions, 
even eating habits. People should be 
aware of their own health and know 
that occasionally, physical activity is 
good for health,” Norton said. 

Motivated to educate the public 
about health and fitness, Weaver 
founded a non-profit organization, 
Truth In Fitness, in 2004. On the 
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Freshman Victoria Eley is an Afro-
ethnic studies major and plans to 
continue the fight for social justice.
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Iran confirms uranium-to-gas conversion
TEHRAN, Iraq – Iran confirmed on Monday that it converted 37 tons 

of raw uranium into gas, its first acknowledgment of advances made in 
the production process for enriched uranium before it formally suspended 
nuclear activity in November under international pressure. The announce-
ment, which means Tehran is in a position to quickly start enriching uranium 
if it lifts the suspension, comes as European negotiators are trying to seal 
an agreement to ensure that Iranʼs nuclear program does not produce weap-
ons.

U.S. attack in Iraq kills 100 insurgents
BAGHDAD, Iraq – Hundreds of American troops backed by helicopter 

gunships and warplanes swept into remote desert villages near the Syrian 
border Monday, hunting for followers of Iraqʼs most wanted terrorist and 
reportedly killing as many as 100 militants since the weekend operation 
began. The U.S. military said some foreign fighters were believed among 
the insurgents killed in the first 48 hours of the assault, which began late 
Saturday in the border town of Qaim, about 200 miles west of Baghdad. At 
least three Marines were killed in the region, it said.

WWII remembered on 60th anniversary 
MOSCOW – Leaders of the victors and the vanquished united Monday to 

commemorate the 60th anniversary of the Allied victory over Nazi Germany, 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin hosting President Bush and dozens 
of others in a Red Square celebration replete with goose-stepping soldiers, 
a hammer-and-sickle flag and other symbols of the Soviet era. At a lavish 
military parade, Putin evoked the alliance that brought victory but he also 
stressed the Soviets  ̓huge sacrifice in defeating Adolf Hitlerʼs Germany.

World

News
 BIN RIEF

Nation

Local

Reports compiled from The Associated Press

All events are free and on campus 
unless otherwise indicated. If you 
would like to have a specific entry put 
in the calendar section, please send 
an e-mail to news@dailytitan.com.
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Renaissance men

Above: “Sir Quint” rides a rescued horse named Knight during a full-
contact joust tournament at the Southern California Renaissance 
Pleasure Faire held at the Santa Fe Dam in Irwindale on Sunday.

Top: “Sir Stephen” uses his sword 
to capture “Sir Quint’s” ball and 
chain during a fight after jousting.

Above: Brandon Nilles plays a 
troll along with Heather Hoxsey, 
pictured in the background, at the 
Renaissance Pleasure Faire on 
Sunday. 

organization s̓ Web site, www.truthin-
fitness.org, people are able to view 
Weaverʼs detailed journal of the 

ʻMcDonald s̓ Diet  ̓ project, which is 
the feature of “Down Size Me.”

In regards to the controversy over 
fast food and weight issues, Weaver 
said he really hopes to make people 
think analytically. 

“The major issue that I hope to get 

across to everybody is to think criti-
cally and not look for facts to substan-
tiate the belief system,” Weaver said. 
“Iʼm not asking anybody to agree 
with me - as a matter of fact, Iʼm ask-
ing them to look at the facts and think 
for themselves.” 
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Correction 
Wednesday, May 4: Ashley 

Bishop is a male.

Cal State Fullertonʼs Titans will 
ride the Pepperdine Waves at 
Goodwin Field at 6 p.m. All with 
a valid CSUF student ID can get in 
free to cheer on their No.1 ranked 
baseball team.

Today is the ASI Board of 
Directors meeting. ASI weekly 
meetings are opened to the public. 
The Board of Directors will meet 
at 1:15 p.m. in the TSU Legislative 
Chambers I and II.

“Nanocomposites and 
Intercalation Compounds” will 
be the topic of a lecture presented 
by Chamnogsak Chanthamontri, a 
graduate student in the Department 
of Chemistry and Biochemistry. The 
seminar will take place at 4:00 p.m. 
in MH 468. Refreshments will be 
served at 3:45 p.m. Call (714) 278-
3621 for more information.

The “Fall of the Empire” exhibit 
will be on display in the Main Art 
Gallery of the Visual Arts Building 
from noon to 4 p.m. The exhibit 
features a glass installation by Einar 
and Jamex de la Torre.

In the Plaza Gallery of the TSU 
the exhibit “37 Truths and 10 
Lies” will be on display through 
May 27. Featured art by Melanie 
Donegan includes a series of draw-
ings blended with sculpture model-
ing the Japanese Momoyama Oribe 
style glazing technique. Check out 
the exhibit from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Itʼs all about art appreciation in 
the Titan Student Union as two stu-
dents feature some of their work in 
an art display in the Atrium Gallery. 
Ryan Ross and Anita Sinclair will 
have some of their sculptures pieces 
on display. The display will be up 
until the end of May and for more 
information, please call (714) 278 
– 3915.

For anyone who loves surfing, 
the Laguna Art Museum is holding 
“Surf Culture Redux,” an exhibit 
of surfing memorabilia, nostalgia 
and history. The exhibit, which is 
open daily from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
is on display all through May at 302 
Cliff Drive in Laguna Beach. The 
cost is $9 per person.

Police crack down on street 
crime – scooters a ʻno-go  ̓in 

Naples

NAPLES, Italy  – If you canʼt beat 
them, ban their getaway vehicles.

So goes the logic of the latest 
attempt to curb crime in the southern 
Italian city of Naples – a scooter 
ban to aid police chasing common 
crooks who famously rob pedestrians 
and speed away through the historic 
center s̓ narrow alleyways.

“Our goal is to give tourists and 

citizens more security,” said Nicola 
Oddati, Naples  ̓counselor on traffic.

From Tuesday, non-residents of the 
picturesque but often unruly area will 
be required to either leave their scoot-
ers behind or walk them through the 
historic center, motors off. Sanctions 
include a fine of about 35 euros 
($45) and possible confiscation of the 
vehicle.

In the past, authorities have out-
lawed selling certain types of knives 
to curb violent theft in the city, the 
center of an area whose unemploy-
ment rate is among the highest in 
Europe.

ATM doesnʼt fix – fake 
machines steal customer account 

information

BUCHAREST – Audacious 
thieves in Romania have constructed 
a complete automated teller machine, 
minus the cash box, to steal the details 
of account holders, banking officials 
said.

Fake ATMs have appeared at apart-
ment buildings or in areas of the 
capital where there are no banks, local 
papers reported.

Usually criminals only place a fake 
panel over an existing ATM, and do 
not construct a complete machine.

Romania s̓ biggest bank, Banca 
Comerciala Romana (BCR), said cus-
tomers should only use ATMs situated 
around bank branches. “Banks do not 
install ATMs in blocks of flats,” BCR 
spokesman Cornel Cojocaru said.
Reports compiled from Reuters

Did you
KNOW?

Bodies of missing girls found in Illinois
ZION, Ill. – Two second-grade girls who disappeared while riding bikes 

together were found dead Monday, both stabbed multiple times and left to 
die off a bicycle path in a park, authorities said. A resident walking through 
a wooded nature area in the park discovered the bodies of best friends Laura 
Hobbs, 8, and Krystal Tobias, 9, at dawn.

School bus crash in Mo. leaves two dead
LIBERTY, Mo. – A school bus slammed into two vehicles as it approached 

an intersection Monday morning, killing two people in the cars and injur-
ing 23 elementary students. Investigators said they donʼt know why the bus 
suddenly veered into the cars, which were waiting for a stoplight to change 
in this community about 15 miles north of Kansas City.

Freeway closed due to suspected shooting
TUSTIN, Calif. - Police investigated another possible freeway shooting 

Monday in Southern California. A vehicleʼs tire was apparently shot about 
3 p.m. on the 55 Freeway to Interstate 5 interchange, said Lt. Steve Lewis. 
No injuries were reported.

Southbound sections of both freeways were shut down while officers 
walked traffic lanes searching for evidence of a shooting. The incident 
occurred in the same area as an April 24 shooting in which a 33-year-old 
motorist was shot in the neck while he drove northbound on Interstate 5 and 
exited onto the Costa Mesa Freeway. Four killings in a rash of recent free-
way gunfire include a man shot March 29 and another shot April 13. 

Photos by ERIC TOM/Daily Titan
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and an Islamic military dictatorship 
unwilling to share oil revenue or 
power with Darfur, and unwilling 
to include the Darfur region in the 
North-South peace agreement.

When these black rebel groups 
attacked government facilities in 
Darfur, the Sudanese government 
responded by bombing villages with 
Hind helicopter gunships and Anatov 
bombers. 

These bombings also served to 
protect current oil production facili-
ties from rebel forces – and to clear 
people off the land for additional oil 
projects.

Besides bombing its own people, 
the Sudanese government enlisted 
nomadic Arab militia on horseback, 
known as the Janjaweed, to counter 
the rebels.

The Janjaweed followed up the 
government bombing campaigns 
with ground attacks: burning villag-
es, killing men, raping women and 
enslaving children.

The United States is simultane-
ously calling on the Sudanese gov-
ernment to end the Darfur atrocities 
and working with them in order to 

gather information on terrorists such 
as Osama bin Laden, according to an 
April 29 Los Angeles Times article.

With negative attention from 
the international community, the 
Sudanese government has tried to 
distance itself from the Janjaweed.

Sudan portrays Darfur as an 
“internal conflict” that they are not 
responsible for, and that is “regional 
and ethnic in nature,” said Nathan 
Britton, the communications direc-
tor for U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee (D-
Oakland). “Their characterization is 
that you have black African farmers 
who are in conflict with the nomadic 
Arab militia groups.”

Even though the international 
community does not accept Sudan s̓ 
version of events – and despite the 
success of the North-South peace 
agreement signed in January 2005 
with intense pressure from both the 
United States and the United Nations 
– no country or group of countries 
has stopped the killing in Darfur.

Estimated casualties
Within two years, government 

troops and Arab militia killed an 
estimated 300,000 people in Darfur, 
said Roberta Cohen, the senior fel-
low in foreign policy studies at 
The Brookings Institution, another 

Washington, D.C. think tank. 
She said the estimate of 300,000 

casualties is low compared to an esti-
mate of 400,000 by Eric Reeves, an 
English professor at Smith College in 
Massachusetts, whose opinion pieces 
on Sudan have been printed in The 
Washington Post. Reeves has also 
testified before Congress on Sudan, 
and his Web site, www.sudanreeves.
org, posts recent political develop-
ments and estimated mortality reports 
for the region.

Sudan s̓ history of civil war has had 
a devastating impact on its people.  

In the 20 years of civil war before 
Darfur, an estimated 2 million people 
were killed and 4 million were dis-
placed, said Jemera Rone, a Sudan 
researcher with Human Rights 
Watch, and author of “Sudan, Oil, 
and Human Rights.”

She said that in just the last two 
years in Darfur an estimated 2 mil-
lion have been displaced. Rone said 
the government used the same tactics 
in Darfur that it had used in the south, 
but that the government forces car-
ried out the “crimes against humanity 
and other abuses” much quicker.

“The number of the dead [in 
Darfur] are not really known, theyʼre 
in the hundreds of thousands,” Rone 
said.

from page 1
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Anahi Montoya, a senior psychology and child development major, and Abran Guerrero perfrom tradi-
tional Mexican dancing, ballet folklorico Monday afternoon in the Quad in celebration of Cinco de Mayo.

OLIVIA PORTUGAL/Daily Titan

Folklorico fiesta

Busts of present and past leaders 
George W. Bush, Queen Victoria and 
Napoleon sit in a dimly lit room. 
While this might sound like an epi-
sode of Futurama, it s̓ not. The busts 
are part of an exhibit at Cal State 
Fullerton s̓ Main Art Gallery.

The collection also features glass-
blown renditions of Satan, Don 

Quixote, Nero and Christ, and are 
part of the “Fall of Empire” exhibi-
tion featuring the works of artists 
Einar and Jamex de la Torre. The 
exhibit will remain open through 
Saturday. 

“In a way, that whole room is one 
piece of art,” John Leighton, the 
curator and head of the glass program 
said. “Each one of those busts makes 
reference to an ʻempire  ̓ the de la 
Torre brothers thought, at some point, 
had a big collapse.”

Leighton went to Main Art Gallery 
Director Mike McGee and Grand 
Central Art Center Director Andrea 
Harris with the idea of inviting the 
two artists to do the exhibition.

“Fall of Empire” opened April 12, 
and features the brothers  ̓ works in 
two parts.  

The first room includes pieces the 
artists made over the past 10 years. In 
another room there is an installation 
piece that includes the glass busts 
made for the exhibit.

In describing the exhibition s̓ theme 
of falling empires and its satirical com-
mentary on Mexican and American 
religion and culture, Leighton and 
McGee used words such as “contro-
versial” and “political.”

“They present a unique set of issues 
that are specific to them that have 
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yelling and screaming, and people 
are cheering their sides, and weʼre 
not getting anywhere,” Cohen 
said.

CSUF Philosophy Professor 
Stephen Simon, who introduced 
Finkelstein, said he felt the Israeli 
side of the argument was already 
well-represented and it took special 
events like the eveningʼs lecture to 
represent the Palestinian side of 
the story.

Although a Jewish speaker was 
not invited to the event, Aldabbagh, 
one of the hosts, said his group was 
working with other student groups 
such as The Jewish Student Union 
to screen “On Common Grounds” 
next Tuesday, May 17 at the Titan 
Theatre at 12:30 p.m. 

Roger Dittman, a physics profes-
sor and member of The Left Bank,  
disputed Brodyʼs comments, say-
ing that mass corporate control of 
media fueled the connection between 
Osama bin Laden and Iraq. 

“We have a mass manipulation 
brainwash campaign going on,” 
Dittman said.

Other panel members discussed 
the history of leftist movements. 

“The idea behind labeling par-
ties came from the French revolution 
when members of one party would 
sit with their friends on the right 

and members of another party would 
sit with their friends on the left,” 
said Nancy Fitch, a history professor. 
“Even now if you read the transcripts 
from parliament youʼll see things 
like ʻhisses from the left  ̓and ʻbooing 
from the right.ʼ”

The most prominent theme was the 
elimination of labels such as ʻright  ̓
and ʻleft  ̓ that, according to several 
panel members, are too prevalent in 
today s̓ society. 

“The Democratic Party has never 
been the ʻleft,ʼ” Lovell said. “One 
problem with the Democratic Party is 
that they havenʼt done much to tackle 
the ʻisms  ̓out there.”

Left Bank President Robert Rogers 
was optimistic about the outcome 

of the panel, saying the discussion 
was an “extremely rich academic 
discourse.” 

The Left Bank, which meets every 
Wednesday at 1 a.m in front of MJ s̓ 
Café, has no future panel discussions 
planned, but Rogers and fellow mem-
ber Rachel Murphree collected email 
addresses from students who showed 
an interest in the discussion. 

As for liberalism, the discussion 
ended with a comment from Brody 
that left students and panel members 
nodding in support. 

“The problem with the Left is 
that we have the ideas, but not a 
program,” said Brody, and the room 
fell briefly silent for the first time in 
an hour.

If she didnʼt have to use the rest-
room at the station, things might 
have turned out differently.

When Eley broke down crying, 
she met a female supervising offi-
cer who vowed to help her. Instead 
of ending up in a youth correctional 
facility, she was sent to foster care. 

Dolores Minor, a secretary at 
Venice High School where Eley 
attended, was currently raising 
five other foster children when she 
consented to be the young teenʼs 
guardian. 

“I like children, especially help-
ing them to move forward in their 
lives,” said Minor. “At first when 
she came to live with me, she 
couldnʼt settle down because she 
was not grounded. [Since then] she 
has learned a lot about strength and 
compassion.”

High school became chaotic for 
Eley. Juggling classes and two part-
time jobs and adjusting to a new 
life with her foster family, she felt 
overwhelmed and depressed.  

She suffered an emotional back-
lash from females within her group 
of friends.

Because of her experiences, she 
was featured in a documentary film 
entitled “Relational Aggression in 
Teen Girls.”  The film follows a 
group of 15 to 18-year-old female 

students and focuses on how gen-
der plays a role in the expression 
of anger.  

“Victoria was a wonderful sub-
ject, so charismatic and open,” said 
Patty Ivins, one of the projectʼs 
producers. “During a tumultuous 
time in her life, the film was an 
interesting diversion for her.  Over 
time, she has learned how to deal 
with people better and not to take 
things so personal.”

The two women became great 
friends during the filming, develop-
ing a sister-like relationship.  They 
still keep in touch and get together 
almost every Sunday to chat.

“Victoria is the type of person 
who doesnʼt get rattled easily,” 
Ivins said. “When faced with the 
choice to either sink or swim, she 
soared.  I am just blown away 
by what sheʼs been through, the 
way she has been responsible and 
mature about certain parts of her 
life.”   

 Another encouraging source 
came when Eley met Sneferu 
Azikiwe, a guidance counselor at 
the high school. 

“I thought that she seemed like a 
naturally intelligent person, but she 
was too concerned with her physi-
cal appearance,” Azikiwe said. 
“Iʼve seen too many young girls 
like her, demeaning themselves in 
music videos.”

He worked to nurture her inner 
self by using various CDs, videos 
and books to spark her interest in 
social issues within black culture.  

“I am proud of how far sheʼs 
come since I first met her,” Azikiwe 
said. “She is one of the people I 
use when I talk to young African-
American men and women, telling 
her story to show them that they 
can achieve goals and dreams like 

she did.”
As a freshman at Cal State 

Fullerton, Eley has applied the 
knowledge gained from her men-
tors to pursue a bachelorʼs degree 
in Afro-Ethic studies, as well as an 
active role in student leadership.

She currently serves as the exec-
utive assistant for the Afro-Ethnic 
Student Association, a representa-
tive for the Association of Inter-
Cultural Awareness, and a member 
of the social justice student move-
ment Resources for Engaging and 
Advocating Civil Transformation 
(REACT).

Eley plans to utilize her passion 
for activism in a career as a civil 
lawyer. Her mentor wholeheartedly 
endorses her future political career, 
expecting to see her compete in the 
L.A. County mayoral race within 
the next six years.

“Anybody who loves America 
would love Victoria. She stands for 
all that is good, especially to her 
people,” Azikiwe said.

In the meantime, she has a clear 
vision of her future at Cal State 
Fullerton.  

She is part of a planning com-
mittee for the Independent Spoken 
Word Tour slated for May 13.  Co-
sponsored by Afro-Ethnic Student 
Association (AESA), Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano de Azatlan 
(MEChA) and the Muslim Student 
Association (MSA), the event is a 
cross-cultural coalition designed to 
unify historically underrepresented 
groups.  

“I want to make my mark, fight-
ing for social justice, human rights 
and class consciousness,” Eley said. 
“I have been blessed with experi-
ences which have opened my eyes 
and made me what I am today.  I 
wouldnʼt trade them for anything.”
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to do with their Mexican-American 
background and their interest in the 
human condition,” McGee said. 
The exhibition includes pieces such 
as “The Mexican Buddha,” which 
features a pig wearing a top hat. 
There is also a piece named “It s̓ in 
the Cards,” which includes blown 
glass shaped and painted to look like 
human hearts mounted on a canvas of 
tangerine-colored fur.

“The hidden symbolism was what 
caught my attention,” said Fullerton 
resident Vincent Flores as he pointed 
out what he believed were uteruses in 
the “The Good Ship Ecstasy” piece.  
“But [the artists] donʼt make it so 
obvious.  It s̓ not perverted.” 

The artists not only provided the 

pieces for the gallery, but created 
time in their schedules to work in 
the art department glass studio with 
students.  

 “Some artists donʼt want to share 
their work,” said Hiromi Takizawa, 
a senior art and glass student who 
said she learned about teamwork and 
sharing from the experience with the 
de la Torre brothers.  “They were 
really open-minded [about student 
involvement]; it was like making a 
community.”

“It was like a three-ring circus,” 
said Leighton of the times the two 
artists came to the campus to blow 
glass.  “Theyʼre so high energy.  It s̓ 
one thing to watch someone who s̓ 
involved with their work, but when 
they get you involved, it s̓ another 
thing.  It was an excellent, educa-
tional experience.”

The two artists recently held art-

ist-in-residence positions at CSUF s̓ 
Grand Central Art Center in Santa 
Ana.  Their residencies began in 
March and ended May 8.

“With [the de la Torre brothers], 
theyʼre collaborators,” said Harris.  
“They were a large team producing to 
one end and watching it unfold was a 
profound thing because these artists 
are so hands-on.”

The artist-in-residence program 
hosts artists from around the world. 

“The students become important 
facets,” said Harris of the interaction 
between artists and students, “And 
it s̓ a pretty amazing process that s̓ 
very unique to us.”

The Main Art Gallery is open 
Tuesday through Friday from noon 
to 4 p.m. and Saturday from noon to 
2 p.m.  The gallery is located at 800 
N. State College Blvd.  Admission 
is free.
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Drop by the DAILY TITAN grad table on 

Wednesday in the College Park lobby to 

purchase your personalized ad for graduation

KATHERINE BARKLEY/For the Daily Titan

Shelley Rubin with the Los Angeles based Jewish Defense League reacts 
to anti-semitic remarks made while attending Norm Finkelstein’s heated 
presentation on Monday night in the Humanities Building.


