
An annual read-a-thon on cam-
pus commemorates a nationwide 
event celebrating the freedom 
to read whatever is printed and 
challenging infringements on free 
speech.

The last week of September 
marks Banned Books Week: 
Celebrating the Freedom to Read. 
The Library and Information 
Science Students to Encourage 
Networking, a special session pro-
gram for graduate students at San 
Jose State, is hosting a picnic-
style read-a-thon to celebrate the 
nationwide event. 

The organization, whose San 
Jose State extension is located 
on Cal State Fullertonʼs campus, 
will host its second read-a-thon 
of Ray Bradburyʼs “Fahrenheit 
451” on Oct. 2 in front of Pollack 
Library. The all-day event is from 

10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and will feature 
the reading of Bradburyʼs novel 
throughout the day by volunteers, 
a guest speaker and storytellers for 
children. A bookmobile filled with 
banned and challenged books will 
also be present.

The nationwide event is 
sponsored by 
many organiza-
tions such as the 
American Library 
Association and 
the National 
Association of 
College Stores, 
and is endorsed 
by the Library of 
Congress Center 
for the Book.

“ F a h r e n h e i t 
451” was read at 
last yearʼs event and will be read 
at all subsequent annual read-
a-thons, said Annie Knight, the 
organizationʼs 2005 event com-
mittee chair.

The story takes place in an 
alternate future world governed by 
a totalitarian regime. The govern-
ment fears the knowledge that its 
citizens could receive from books, 

so it utilizes firemen to ignite fires 
in the homes of citizens who have 
them.

“[The novel] is pertinent to 
the theme of the week and gets 
the best response out of people,” 
Knight said.

Wendy McPherson, a politi-
cal activist and 
public librar-
ian for over 20 
years, will be 
the eventʼs guest 
speaker. She 
will discuss the 
current politi-
cal atmosphere 
in America and 
how it relates to 
censorship.

“What is 
banned and 

censored depends on the politi-
cal climate of the times,” said 
McPherson, who has spoken at 
previous affairs for the organiza-
tion. 

The latest novel to top the chal-
lenged book lists is “Chocolate 
War” by Robert Cormier, 

Cal State Fullerton students 
driving above the posted 8 mph 
speed limit in the Nutwood 
Parking Structure could be issued 
speeding tickets soon.

CSUF Police Lt. Will Glen 
said starting in late October, cam-
pus police officers will be using 
handheld radar units to monitor 
speeding in the parking structure 
and will issue tickets to those 
who disobey the laws.

“When we opened the Nutwood 
Parking Structure, we were get-
ting a number of complaints of 
speeding,” Glen said. “The idea 
is to try to improve pedestrian 
safety and vehicular safety by 
reducing the speed of vehicles.”

As a result of an increase in 
accidents on and around campus 
during the Fall 2004 semester, 
campus police have researched 
various methods to control vehi-
cle speed and safety at CSUF.

“We had a couple of inci-
dents on Nutwood where we had 
pedestrians that were struck by 
vehicles, in fact we had one that 

involved a fatality,” Glen said. 
“We started looking a little bit 
closer at some of the problems 
that may have been contributing 
factors and from past contacts 
with the general public and from 
our own observations from the 

traffic citations that the officers 
issue we found that speeding was 
a factor.” 

The police department has 
a traffic enforcement program 
intended to monitor traffic and 
determine how to improve safety 

for both pedestrians and vehi-
cles. 

The program will deal with 
specific, identified problems. 

Glen said that the Nutwood 
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To replenish the supply of blood 
depleted by Hurricane Katrina, 
the Student Health Professions 

Association, in coordination with 
the American Red Cross, is host-
ing a blood drive today through 
Thursday in the Titan Student 
Union.

TJ Buretta, vice president of 
the association, said that they are 
encouraging students, faculty and 
staff to make a donation and “save 
a life.”

The blood drive will be held in 
TSU Pavilion C from 10 a.m. to 

4 p.m. Donors must bring photo 
identification to make a donation.

“It only takes an hour of your 
day to save three lives,” said 
Guinevere Endter, account man-
ager for the American Red Cross.  

Southern California has the 
lowest blood supply in the nation, 
according to the American Red 
Cross. 

The Southland receives most of 
its blood from the Midwest.  

“Since Hurricane Katrina, all 
the blood we are supposed to get 
is going to the victims, and we are 
not having enough blood,” Endter 
said.

All blood types are needed 
Endter said. People with type-O 
blood are particularly in demand 
because anyone can use their 
blood. 

Every semester, the associa-
tion organizes a blood drive with 

the help of American Red Cross, 
Buretta said. This semester they 
are hoping for more donors.

“Over 100 donors already 
signed up to donate blood next 
week,” said Buretta. “SHPA hopes 
to encourage everyone to donate 
blood, and we hope to get life-
long donors.”

The association, a recognized 

With yet another hurricane hit-
ting the Gulf Coast, the need for 
donations is still present. 

However, a national report issued 
earlier this month by the General 
Services Administration and the 
Federal Trade Commission has 
warned that there are many orga-
nizations looking to profit from 
deceptive fundraising.

Within the contents of the report 
are several precautions to take when 
giving funds to a charity, including 
payment by check or credit card for 
easier tracking. It is also advised 
not to follow e-mail links because 
they might contain viruses or be a 
hoax. Instead, donors are urged to 
contact the charities by telephone 
or mail.

“While there are many organiza-
tions that seek to help others, there 
are also those whose main goal is 
to make money for their own gain,” 
said Eleni Martin, a GSA represen-
tative. “The best thing to do is to 
donate to charities youʼve donated 
to before, and be wary of things 
that sound suspicious. If something 
isnʼt sounding right, than it more 
than likely isnʼt.”

Cal State Fullerton has also taken 
many precautions in making sure 
organizations that come to campus 
are looking out for students  ̓ best 
interests and arenʼt looking to scam 
students out of money.

Campus implored to ‘save a life’

Eight is enough, police say 

Campus police hope handheld radars will prevent accidents on and off campus like this one, which hap-
pened Aug. 31 in front of the Nutwood Parking Sturcture entrance and involved two students.

SHAUN SWEENEY/For the Daily Titan

Parking lot patrols 
with radar will try to 
curb speeding drivers
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scams
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deceptive fundraising  
duping relief donors  
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While China is rapidly becom-
ing a major economic and politi-
cal power in the modern world, 
Cal State Fullertonʼs College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences is 
keeping pace with these advances 
with the expansion of the Chinese 

Language Program.
The program attracts record 

numbers of heritage and non-
native students.  

Some of the 200 students 
enrolled are heritage students, 
who grew up speaking Chinese 
with limited competence in read-
ing and writing Chinese, and other 
students have no previous expo-
sure to the language. The funda-
mental language courses develop 
their competence in spoken and 
written Chinese.

“New courses, Chinese 203 and 
Chinese 204, aimed at the non-

native speakers are a priority in the 
Chinese program,” said Thomas 
Klammer, dean of Humanities and 
Social Sciences. 

During the Sept. 14 “Pizza with 
the Dean” meeting, Klammer said 
the program adapted to meet those 
needs.

Program growth includes the 
addition of full-time faculty mem-
bers. 

Jack Liu, the new coordinator 
of the Chinese Language Program, 
has a doctorate in foreign language 
education from Purdue University 
and received his certification 

from Purdueʼs Krannert Graduate 
School of Business.

“Bringing Dr. Liu on as a full-
time faculty member was a big 
step and shows our commitment 
to growth,” said Janet Eyring, 
modern language and literatures 
department chair.   

Liu teaches courses in Chinese 
civilization and contemporary 
culture. He also teaches a series 
of business courses in Chinese. 
These require at least two years 
of prior Chinese instruction. Liu 

Humanities program looks to Far East
Chinese Language  
Program expands to 
meet cultural demands
By KEVIN COLE 
For the Daily Titan

Coach Kathleen Cisneros watches Heather Yocum as she performs a 
handspring during youth gymnastics in the Titan Gym on Monday.

JAMIE FLANAGAN/Daily Titan

Heels over head Bucking the ban: Students plan  
read-a-thon of controversial books
Taboo tomes are page 
turners for free speech 
fans and advocates
By DANIELLE TORRICELLI 
Daily Titan Staff
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What is banned 
and censored 
depends on the 
political climate of 
the times.

Wendy McPherson
Fullerton Student
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Twice a week, Professor Troy 
Zimmer wakes up and takes a three-
hour drive from his home in the 
Tehachapi Mountains to Cal State 
Fullerton to teach 
his 7 a.m. sociol-
ogy class. 

“I think about it 
as Iʼm driving to do 
something I love to 
do, and when Iʼm 
driving back home, 
Iʼm going some-
where I love to live. 
So the drive is not 
what I focus on,” 
Zimmer said.

Zimmer, who 
has been teaching 
sociology at CSUF 
for 27 years and 
received a sociolo-
gy doctorate degree 
from Ohio State 
University, did not 
have an easy start in life. He grew 
up in the ghettos of East St. Louis, 
raised by a single parent, dropped 
out of high school and associated 
with the wrong crowd. 

Zimmer later decided to join 
the U.S. Marine Corps serving in 
Vietnam and working in the Special 
Forces. 

After completing his call of duty, 
he received another call of duty 
– teaching. When he first entered 
college, he was amazed at how 
much he didnʼt know. He wanted to 

learn more. 
“I earned a great respect for 

the institution of higher education 
because they were doing more than 
just passing knowledge. They were 
talking about ways at looking at 
things, thinking and analyzing. I 
found that interesting,” Zimmer 
said. “When I started to teach, I 
found that I liked teaching as well as 
learning. I learned what I taught.” 

While teaching political science 
in a Hawaiian college, he discov-
ered he wanted to talk about things 
outside the course, touching on 
more social issues.

“He teaches us how to prioritize 
our lives and how to use them 
wisely,” said Hanh Nguyen, a junior 

sociology major.
Sociology was the correct deci-

sion for Zimmer. 
“I can be concerned about the 

thinking process, social issues, 
political and nonpolitical issues to 
give me the broadest platform to use 
as a teacher,” Zimmer said. 

The best part of his job, he says, 
is enlightening students. 

“I teach students to become 
smarter and stronger from expo-
sure to what I have to offer, and 
that is extremely rewarding to me,” 

Zimmer said.  
Cheryl Lacson, a senior sociol-

ogy major, took Zimmer s̓ social 
interaction class as a requirement,  
but found it enjoyable. 

“Whenever my friends are hav-
ing problems, I tend to reinforce 
everything I learned in Professor 
Zimmer s̓ class. He teaches about 
life and about self-help concepts,” 
Lacson said. 

 “He s̓ very understanding and 
helpful. He cares about the stu-
dents, and he s̓ not doing it for the 
money. He teaches until you learn 
and wonʼt move on until you under-
stand,” Lacson added. 

However, Robert Cornelow, a 
junior majoring in history, disagrees 

with some of his 
approaches to 
the class. 

“He s̓ an OK 
instructor, but 
no social inter-
action has been 
taught yet. Right 
now, weʼre 
learning self-
help concepts, 
which seem like 
a good spot to 
start,” Cornelow 
said. 

In his class, 
Zimmer wants 
students to rec-
ognize relevant 
concepts, instead 
of simply the 

facts.
 “I think he s̓ a good instructor, 

and he uses real-life examples with 
what weʼre going through in our 
daily lives to help and advise us,” 
said Desiree Sanchez, a junior soci-
ology major. 

His lectures apply to the choices 
people make in daily life such as 
life plans, career paths and life part-
ners. 

“The students deal with things 
that they have not faced, or maybe 
donʼt know how to deal and are 
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The Corona-based Parker band members Bob Matthews, Chris Miranda, Nick Cooper and Christian 
Haerens perform songs from their new disc,  The City Faces EP, in the Quad on Monday.  

JAMIE FLANAGAN/Daily Titan

We be jammin’

Nation
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Sharon fends off leadership challenge
TEL AVIV, Israel – Prime Minister Ariel Sharon survived a major chal-

lenge to his leadership in the party he helped found, narrowly claiming 
victory Monday in a vote widely seen as a referendum on his rule and 
the recent withdrawal from the Gaza Strip. The victory capped a dramatic 
comeback for Sharon, who has been vilified by Likud Party hard-liners 
for his recent withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and who had been trailing 
in recent opinion polls. Sharonʼs supporters said the victory meant the 
prime minister would push forward with his peace efforts.

Rita continues to devastate South
CREOLE, La. – With Hurricane Ritaʼs floodwaters receding along the 

Texas-Louisiana coast Monday, rescuers pushed deeper into hard-hit bay-
ous to pull out residents on skiffs; crews struggled to clean up the tangle 
of smashed homes and downed trees; and Army helicopters searched for 
up to 30,000 stranded cattle. The death toll from the second devastating 
hurricane in a month became seven with the discovery in a Beaumont, 
Texas, apartment of five people – a man, a woman and three children 
– who apparently were killed by carbon monoxide from a generator they 
were running indoors after Rita knocked out the electricity.

Soldier convicted in Abu Ghraib case
FORT HOOD, Texas – Army Pfc. Lynndie England, whose smiling 

poses in photos of detainee abuse at Baghdadʼs Abu Ghraib prison made 
her the face of the scandal, was convicted Monday by a military jury on 
six of seven counts. England, 22, was found guilty of one count of con-
spiracy, four counts of maltreating detainees and one count of committing 
an indecent act. She was acquitted on a second conspiracy count.

Roberts heads to easy confirmation
WASHINGTON – John Roberts, hailed by supporters as “the brightest 

of the bright,” cruised Monday toward easy confirmation as chief justice 
while President Bush hinted that his next pick to the Supreme Court 
could be a minority or a woman. “Diversity is one of the strengths of the 
country,” the president said.

Bush: Govʼt may tap petroleum reserve
WASHINGTON – President Bush urged Americans on Monday to 

cut back on unnecessary travel to make up for fuel shortages caused by 
Hurricane Rita. He prepared to take his seventh trip to the Gulf Coast. 
Bush said the government was ready to release fuel from its emergency 
oil stockpile to alleviate high prices. And he suggested he would name 
a federal official to oversee the reconstruction of the Gulf Coast – after 
local officials first produce a vision for their rebuilt communities.

Brown says he shouldʼve acted sooner
WASHINGTON – Former Federal Emergency Management Agency 

director Michael Brown said Monday that he should have sought help 
faster from the Pentagon after Hurricane Katrina hit, and he accused state 
and local officials of constant infighting during the crisis, according to 
congressional aides. 

Brown is continuing to work at FEMA for full pay. Jis Sept. 12 resig-
nation doesnʼt take effect for two more weeks, said Homeland Security 
Department spokesman Russ Knocke.

Today to Sept. 29: The Student 
Health Professions Association 
will host a blood drive in Pavillon 
C of the Titan Student Union from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sept. 29: The Career Center 
will sponsor a Graduate and 
Professional School Fair. For 
more information, call (714) 278-
3121.

Sept. 28 to 29: Take a guided 
tour through various haunted 
digs in Fullerton. Explore the 
Plummer Auditorium, the base-
ment hallways of the Fullerton 
Police Department and other scary 
haunts. The cost is $12. For more 
information contact the Fullerton 
Museum Center.

Sept. 29: M Cabaret presents a 
night of murder, mystery and din-
ing at the Maverick Theater in 
Downtown Fullerton. The show 
runs from 7:30 to 10 p.m. For 
more information call (714) 526-
7070.

Sept. 30: “An Evening of 
Song” with CSUF Vocal Faculty 
and Friends will be held at the 
Performing Arts Centerʼs Recital 
Hall at 8 p.m. Tickets are $20 
($12 with advanced Titan dis-
count, $9  with advanced CSUF 
student discount). For more infor-
mation call  (714) 278-3371.

Sept. 30: The Cal State 
Fullerton Big Band performs 
at the Brea Jazz Festival in 
Downtown Brea. For more infor-
mation visit www.ci.brea.ca.us.

Sept. 30 to Oct. 23: “Some 
Americans Abroad” by Richard 
Nelson will be playing at the Arena 
Theater of the CSUF Performing 
Arts Center. Call (714) 278-3371 
for specific dates, times and ticket 
prices. 

All events are free and on cam-
pus unless otherwise indicated. If 
you would like to have a specific 
entry added to the calendar sec-
tion, please send an e-mail to 
news@dailytitan.com.

Faculty
FOCUS

Sociology professor 
Troy Zimmer travels 
distance for students
By LISAJOYCE VERGARA 
Daily Titan Staff

fearful of. I try to take away the 
fear and mystery of finding answers 
and let them face what might be 
truth and have them deal with it,” 
Zimmer said. 

If Zimmer had to choose another 
profession, he would like to try a 
career as an author and write about 
his teaching. 

“I probably would never make 
a living out of it, but it would 
be something I would consider,” 
Zimmer said.

JAMIE FLANAGAN/Daily Titan
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Back in 1985, the Nintendo Entertain-
ment System ushered in a trend that has 
lasted for 20 years and keeps getting 
stronger. In November, Microsoft will 
be the first to welcome the next gen-
eration of gaming, when it launches its 
latest console, the Xbox 360.

According to information released  
from Microsoft, the Xbox 360 prom-
ises to set the standard in gaming 
expectations.

Microsoft is pulling out all the 
stops with the Xbox 360ʼs hardware. 
When the system launches Nov. 22, 
it will prove to be the most power-
ful system on the market, according 
to the Xbox 360 Web site. It will 
have three, 3.2 gigahertz processors, 
a custom graphics card from ATI and 
512 megabytes of GDDR3 RAM. This 
means that it will be able to process 
the most realistic visuals and the most 
complex game-play actions available 
with a bare minimum of slowing. 

The system will also include 20 giga-
bytes of detachable hard drive to save 
game data, music and other multimedia 
files. It will support up to four wireless 
controllers and will include two slots 
for memory cards and three USB, 2.0 
ports. The system will be able to handle 
WiFi networks, so no cables are neces-
sary for broadband support, but if WiFi 
isnʼt reliable enough, the Xbox 360 
will include a built in Ethernet input.

While it sounds rather impressive, is 
it really worthwhile? 

“I think it should be a good con-
sole,” said Robert Moodey, cofounder 
and lead designer of Newport Beach-
based Osum Games. “If quality games 
are released, it could be the new 
leader of gaming, though with its cur-
rent line up, Iʼm not too impressed with 
the games it has to offer compared to 
the PlayStation 3.”

Though the games planned for launch 
arenʼt the most impressive, that doesnʼt 
mean that the system will fail. 

“During the launch window [the first 
90-100 days after release], hardcore 

gamers will be the ones buying the sys-
tem in droves, because thatʼs how itʼs 
always been,” said Will Tuttle, Xbox 
editor for Gamespy.com. “However, 
I think more casual gamers and even 
some non-gamers will start buying the 
system after the first price drop[s] or 
after word of mouth spreads.”

Tuttle cites Appleʼs iPod as an exam-
p l e . He said 

only music afi-
cionados and techies purchased the first 
few generations of the gadget, but now 
itʼs a “must-have doodad.”

Tuttle added that Xbox 360 is a 
“downright sexy gadget, and a lot of 
people will generally buy a nicer look-
ing machine over a more powerful 

one.”
Microsoft is hoping that its new 

system will be the vanguard of gam-
ing, but will it really set the standard as 
anticipated? 

“I think its greatest chance of success 
lies in the potential of Live,” Moodey 
said. 

Xbox Live is Microsoftʼs online ser-
vice so gamers can play their favor-
ite games with other players from 
all over the world using a broadband 
Internet connection. For the Xbox 360, 
Microsoft is offering a free service, 
called the Silver Subscription, which 
will allow for anyone to download 
arcade and casual games, and use voice 
chat straight from the system. If any-
body wants to play games against other 
people, theyʼll have to subscribe to the 
paid service. 

“Xbox Live is now the driving force 
behind the Xbox system,” Tuttle said. 
“Theyʼre going to do a lot of cool stuff 
with the next generation of Live, and 
theyʼll be giving everyone a taste by 
offering the silver subscription free out 
of the box.”

Moodey agrees with Tuttleʼs predic-
tion, but remains grounded for those 
uninterested in online game play. 

“The biggest draw will be the online 
play, and if youʼre not hip to that, 
chances are itʼll pass by,” he said.

That doesnʼt necessarily mean that  
online play is 

the 

o n l y 
ace up the Xbox 

360ʼs sleeve. 
“Itʼs going to usher in 

ʻThe HD Era  ̓as Microsoft likes to call 
it,” Tuttle said. 

This means that at the very minimum, 
every last Xbox 360 title will support a 
720p resolution, which is the most 
basic resolution among high-definition 

televisions. Tuttle went on to say that 
Microsoft is counting on a price drop in 
HDTVʼs and that more people will be 
ready to pick up the technology. 

The price tag could be a deterrent 
to some: When itʼs released, the sys-
tem will go for $400. This is a bit of 
a departure from the trend of past sys-
tems, which launched around a $300 
price tag.

“I think people will definitely buy a 
$400 console because the machine will 
offer a lot more than just gaming capa-
bilities,” Tuttle said.

Microsoft will include options for 
video chat,  downloading movies and 
music,  streaming music from sev-
eral MP3 players and watching DVDs 
– making the Xbox 360 more of a 
multimedia machine rather just a video 
game console. 

“Microsoft is already expecting the 
system to sell out this holiday season, 
and I predict that youʼll see a price 
drop right before Sony releases the 
PlayStation 3, making it more palatable 
to the people who found it too expen-
sive. Sony did the same thing when the 
Xbox was released, and they saw a nice 
sales spike when they did,” he added.

Although the system sounds pretty 
spiffy, Moody said it comes down to 
the games.

 “I donʼt think a console will ever 
sell on its own,” Moodey said. “It will 
always be the games.” 

He said there are plenty of fames for 
fans to look forward to in the future.

“Microsoft has a number of games 
coming out that will probably help 

to sell quite a few systems,” Tuttle 
said. “You might have heard about 
a little property in Microsoftʼs sta-
ble called ʻHalo.  ̓When part three 

hits, the Xbox 360ʼs will fly off the 
shelves.”

As of right now, Sonyʼs PlayStation 3 
has the 360 beat on the hardware side, 
while the Nintendo Revolution will be 
offering a more old-school philosophy 
to audiences. When it comes to the 
software for the “big three” systems, 
itʼs anyoneʼs guess as to who will win 
the affections of the consumer.

By EDUARDO VASCONCELLOS 
Daily Titan Staff

X-Box 360 Future of gaming
Microsoft will release its new console just in time for the holidays

Three symmetrical cores running 
at 3.2 GHz each 
Two hardware threads per core; six 
hardware threads total 
VMX-128 vector unit per core; 
three total 
128 VMX-128 registers per hard-
ware thread 
1 MB L2 cache 

9.6 billion dot product operations 
per second 

10 MB of embedded DRAM 
48-way parallel floating-point 
dynamically scheduled shader 
pipelines 
Unified shader architecture 

500 million triangles per second 

16 gigasamples per second fill rate 
using 4x MSAA 

48 billion shader operations per 
second 

512 MB of 700 MHz GDDR3 
RAM 
Unified memory architecture 

22.4 GB/s memory interface bus 
bandwidth 
256 GB/s memory bandwidth to 
EDRAM 
21.6 GB/s front-side bus 

Detachable and upgradeable 20GB 
hard drive 
12x dual-layer DVD-ROM 
Memory Unit support starting at 
64 MB 

Support for up to four wireless 
game controllers 
Three USB 2.0 ports 
Two memory unit slots 

Xbox 360 System 
Performance Specifications

Custom IBM 
PowerPC-
based CPU

CPU Game 
Math 
Performance

Custom ATI 
Graphics 
Processor

Polygon 
Performance

Pixel Fill Rate

Shader 
Performance

Memory

Memory 
Bandwidth 

Storage 

I/O

Photo and specifications provided by Microsoft



hopes to guide students with no 
prior experience along this busi-
ness track. 

Many students combine lan-
guage study and work focused on 
East Asian society and culture, 
with a minor in Asian studies. 
But that may soon change. There 
are plans to develop a Chinese 
minor.

A Chinese language club called 
the Chinese Studies Association 
is in the works. They plan to host 
a Chinese film festival for the 
public. Visiting business leaders 

and scholars will participate in 
workshops. The club will pub-
lish students  ̓case studies, consult 
with internship students and track 
student job placement. 

Liu plans to offer a Chinese 
film class to teach Chinaʼs rich 
and diverse culture. Students 
will have opportunities to study 
abroad and take internship cours-
es in China. He also proposed 
shared distance-learning courses 
in Chinese with the University of 
Hawaii.

“Cal State Fullerton had the 
space for developing a Chinese 
program,” Liu said. “It fits my 
background in language, business 
and administration.”

A summer institute in Chinese 
is scheduled for either in 2006 
or 2007 at Cal State Long Beach, 
Klammer said. He described it as 
a program funded by a Chinese 
grant that would last eight to 10 
weeks. It may become a pilot 
for a broader program; California 
State Universities at Fullerton, 
San Bernardino, Northridge, Long 
Beach, and Los Angeles may par-
ticipate. 

Klammer said he requested fed-
eral funding for workshops in 
the strategic languages, includ-
ing Chinese. He said skills are 
needed in international business 
and diplomacy to promote world 
understanding and peace.

garage is only the beginning of a 
plan to increase the general traffic 
safety at CSUF.

“The application would be far 
broader than the parking garage,” 
Glen said. “Iʼve gotten many, 
many complaints of people who 
have complained of cars speeding 
and pedestrian hazards.”

Many CSUF students are in 
favor of the new plan.

“I think itʼs a good idea,” said 
Denell Rosenbloom, a sophomore. 
“Itʼs a good thing for safety. I 
almost got hit today. People go 

way too fast around the turns.”
Graduate student, Tiffany 

Strickland said she only parked in 
the Nutwood garage once.

“Itʼs just too dangerous. 
Everyone drives like a maniac in 
there,” she said.

A team of engineers recently 
completed a survey of campus 
parking lots and roads to deter-
mine proper speed limits based 
upon the amount of vehicle and 
pedestrian traffic. 

Signs advising students of 
campus speed limits are being 
posted in areas that are currently 
unmarked, including  the walls in 
the Nutwood Parking Structure, 
where postings were recently 

painted on the walls.
Police are working to arrange 

financing for the purchase of two 
radar units. The units will cost 
between $3,000 and $4,000 and 
will be funded by the university.

As soon as the units are pur-
chased and appropriate training is 
given, radar use will be added to 
the daily routine of the 14 patrol 
officers serving the CSUF cam-
pus. 

“We have contracted an indi-
vidual that will come in and train 
our officers in the use of radar so 
that they will have the technical 
expertise to be able to go to court 
in support of whatever citations 
they may issue,” Glen said.

The Dean of Students Office 
regulates which groups can collect 
donations on campus, and has a 
strict set of guidelines for the types 
of groups and the process to collect 
money.

“Several forms have to be filled 
out and approved by my office,” 
said Esiquio Uballe of the Dean 
of Students Office. “Once theyʼre 
completed, confirmation forms are 
sent to the organizations, which 
tell the groups where they can be 
at a certain time [of day]. I walk 
through the campus many times 

per day to make sure that all groups 
in the Quad are in their designated 
places on campus.”

Uballe also said students 
shouldnʼt feel pressured to donate. 
If a situation like that occurs or 
seems suspicious, he advises peo-
ple to come to the Dean of Students 
Office in the Titan Student Union 
and report it.

“Students always have the right 
of refusal,” he said.

Sanctioned organizations are 
also limited to the number of days 
they can be on campus. Nonprofit 
groups can only be at CSUF for 
five days out of the month, and 
only three of those can be con-
secutive days. Contact information 

– including e-mails, phone num-
bers, names and addresses – are 
all collected prior to organization 
approval to insure students  ̓protec-
tion from potential scams.

The sanctioned groups also all 
have confirmation forms and will 
usually have a copy of theirs with 
them during the collection process. 
If there are concerns, fact checking 
is one of the best ways to avoid 
scams.

“Students should check and see 
if the organization is legit and 
approved at the center or see what 
specific campus departments rec-
ommend,” said Amy Mattern of 
the CSUF Volunteer and Service 
Center.

student organization on campus, 
assists students planning to pur-
sue health-related careers. 

 In Southern California, more 
than 1,000 units of blood donated 
to the Red Cross are used every 
day.  

“By students donating blood, 
we will be able to depend less on 
other parts of the nation,” Buretta 
said.

Blood donations are important 
because blood has a short shelf 
life – 42 days. It takes three days 
to test the blood before it goes to 
the blood supply, Endter said.

All blood donors must be 17 or 
older, weigh at least 110 pounds, 
and be in good health the day of 
the donation.

“Donors should eat a good meal 
before donating and drink plenty 
of water,” Endter said.

Donors  ̓information will not be 
released without permission.

Federal regulations require 

whole blood donors to wait 56 
days between donations. Platelet 
donors can donate as many as 24 
times a year.

“Blood can not be manufac-
tured, and you can not buy it at 
a Home Depot,” Endter said. “If 
you can not donate, get three 
other people to donate on your 
behalf.”

Endter donates blood four times 
a year and she hopes more people 
will do the same because “you 
never know when a disaster will 
strike.”

according to the American 
Library Associationʼs Office for 
Intellectual Freedom. Cormierʼs 
novel about a Catholic school boy 
who is harassed for not participat-

ing in a school fundraiser, sparked 
controversy in the ʻ90s for its 
views on religion, explicit sexual 
content and offensive language. 

McPherson said the USA Patriot 
Act expresses the current political 
ideology, like the McCarthy era of 
the ʻ50s when books were banned 
because of the political views of 

their authors, not the novels them-
selves.

McPherson, a self-proclaimed 
socialist feminist, said that a right-
wing political agenda is creating a 
backlash towards gay and lesbian 
speech. 

“The [American Library 
Association], in a release last 
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year, showed that out of the 10 
most challenged books in the 
country, three had gay themes,” 
McPherson said. 

“Free speech is being sup-
pressed,” McPherson said. 
“Banned Books Week [presents] 
a good way to educate the public 
about censorship.”

Pollack Library Senior Assistant 
Rosemary McGill said, “[Pollack 
Library] doesnʼt believe in [ban-
ning books], bottom line.” 

Decisions as to why the library 
does or does not include material 
are based on the needs of the fac-
ulty and students, McGill said.

“We want the event to involve 
as many groups as possible,” 
Knight said. 

About 40 people came to the 
read-a-thonʼs first year, Knight 
said. She estimates that there will 
be around 50 to 100 people at this 
yearʼs event. 

It was a dangerous – and in one 
instance, deadly – weekend for 
California police officers.

One officer was killed, another 
was attacked by a pit bull, two 
barely escaped death in a fiery 
crash, two were targeted by an 
intoxicated motorist and one was 
shot at by an unknown gunman.

On Friday morning, a California 
Highway Patrol officer, who was 
stopped at a red light in the City 
of Industry, was killed when 
his motorcycle was struck from 
behind by a car. 

Officer Dave Romero, 47, was 
pronounced dead on arrival at Los 
Angeles County-USC Medical 
Center, said CHP Officer Tomikia 
Johnson.

“The driver made no attempt 
to slow down and subsequently 
rear-ended his motorcycle, pro-
pelling both the motorcycle and ... 
the officer into the intersection,” 
CHP Officer Edmund Zorilla told 
KCAL-TV.

On Saturday morning, two 

CHP officers who had stopped a 
semitrailer on Interstate 5 near 
Coalinga fled for their lives when 
the driver of a big-rig veered off 
the roadway and slammed into 
the stopped vehicle, causing his 
truck, the trailer and the police 
car to burst into flames, accord-
ing to a CHP report. The officers 
were outside their car and were 
not injured, and the couple in the 
trailer also escaped unscathed.

But the unidentified driver of 
the big rig was trapped in his cab 
and died in the fire, according to 
the report.

Sunday was a 
particularly event-
ful day for police.

In the morning, 
a sheriffʼs deputy 
was attacked by a 
pit bull as he wres-
tled with the dogʼs 
owner in Spring 
Valley, a San Diego 
suburb, following a 
traffic stop, Lt. Tim 
Curran said.

The deputy shot 
and killed the dog. He and another 
deputy, who was injured in the 
fracas, were treated at a hospital 
and released, Curran said.

Also on Sunday, Santa Monica 
and Los Angeles police cars col-

lided at a Hollywood intersec-
tion during an early morning pur-
suit, said Los Angeles police Sgt. 
Daniel Ellerson. The officers were 
shaken up but not injured, he 
said.

On Sunday afternoon, a gun-
man fired twice at an LAPD offi-
cer in the Boyle Heights neighbor-
hood of Los Angeles, following 
a shootout between rival gangs. 
The officer was not hit, but police 
were unable to find a suspect fol-
lowing a lengthy search, Lt. Paul 
Vernon said.

Around the same time, an intox-
icated 51-year-old 
Yorba Linda man 
allegedly tried to 
run over two Brea 
police officers 
who had respond-
ed to a call about a 
family fight, Sgt. 
Darrin Devereux 
said. The officers 
jumped to safety.

The man led 
police on a brief, 
high-speed chase 

before returning to the house and 
barricading himself inside. He 
later surrendered and was charged 
with two counts of assault with a 
deadly weapon on a police offi-
cer.

State police have 
perilous weekend
One officer killed; 
several others escape 
injury while on duty 
The Associated Press

One officer was 
killed, another 
was attacked by a 
pit bull ... 
and one was shot 
at by an unknown 
gunman.



miles and sweat paid off.” 
Despite her success, Blazquez is 

eager to do even more.
“Iʼve improved, but I havenʼt 

improved to the point where I 
want to be,” Blazquez said. “Yeah, 
Iʼm running fast, but I want to run 

faster.”
The Seattle race 

on Sept. 18 was 
a fast course and 
her speedy time 
reflected that. 

Former team-
mate Catie Garrett, 
who completed 
her four years of 
eligibility in cross 
country, said she 
called Blazquez 
to congratulate 
her on her finish 

shortly after the race. 
“She accepted the compliment, 

but she wasnʼt satisfied,” Garrett 
said. “She felt strong; that was the 
key thing.”

Blazquezʼs position on the 
womenʼs cross country team plays 

a vital part of the overall team 
strategy.

“Sheʼs definitely our front-run-
ner,” Elders said.

The scoring for a cross country 
race works a lot like golf where the 
lowest scoring team wins. Every 
runner earns points for their plac-
ing in the race. 

“We have to have someone 
whoʼs scoring only a few points, 
and then we want our pack close, 
which right now is pretty strong 
with Juliane Masciana, Carolyn 
Ellis, Karina Ortiz and Amanda 
Eichmann,” Elders said.

Blazquez has the potential to 
do this and more, provided she 
continues reaping the fruits of her 
labor.

“The main thing is not focus-
ing on the outcome, but rather on 
racing hard and running a really 
good mental race,” Elders said. “If 
she focuses on that and does not 
put too much pressure on herself 
to finish in a certain place, I think 
sheʼll ultimately finish in that kind 
of position.”

Maria Blazquez lives her life at 
full speed – and sometimes faster. 

The captain of Cal State 
Fullertonʼs womenʼs cross country 
team broke the CSUF 6K record 
with a time of 21:53 on Sept. 18 at 
the Sundodger Invitational hosted 
by the University of Washington in 
Seattleʼs Lincoln Park.

The senior started running in 
high school because a friend asked 
her to try cross country. 

“Run? Why would I want to run? 
That sounds boring,” Blazquez 
said, remembering the conversa-
tion with her friend. “So I went out 
that summer and ran, and it wasnʼt 
that bad.”

She placed 12th at the 2001  CIF 
State Cross Country Championships 
in Fresno.

The decision for Blazquez to  
run at CSUF was a “really pret-
ty quick process,” Head Coach 
John Elders said. 

The transition from high 
school racing to college rac-
ing was an eye-opening expe-
rience, though.

“You think that youʼre 
fast, but there are so many 
other faster people out 
there,” Blazquez said. 
“Every race you have 
in college is like the 
finals in high school. 
Itʼs crazy.”

Elders saw 
her struggle 
to become 
competitive at the higher level of 
competition.

“She got in this environment 
where sheʼs competing against the 
best of the best and she found it a 
bit tougher,” Elders said. “I think 
itʼs been a continual growing pro-
cess for her.”

That first year at the Big 
West Cross Country Conference 
Championships, she ran a 5K in 
19:36.10.

The following year - the first 
season that the womenʼs teams ran 
a 6K at the Big West Conference 
- Blazquez ran 25:07.06.

In the summer of 2004, Blazquez 
started changing her approach to 
running by stepping up the quality 
of her summer training program.  

“Now Iʼve done more to prepare 
for it than I have before, than I did 
m y freshman year, or 

even my sopho-
more year,” 
Blazquez said. 

“A lot of run-
ners [hope that 

they do well] 
but they 
donʼt really 
prepare men-
t a l l y ; 

they just go into a race, and hope 
they feel good, and hope every-
thing goes great,” Elders said. 
“And it just takes so much more 
focus than that to push your body 
to the limit.”

Her focus paid off greatly when 
Blazquez dropped three minutes off 
her previous Big West Conference 
time, running 22:08.02 her junior 
season.

 “Weʼve had some glimpses of 
what her talent level is,” Elders 
said.

This summer Blazquez ran 
more miles than ever and spent 

time working on her racing 
strategy. 

“Iʼm thinking about 
it before I actually go 

out there,” Blazquez 
said. “I donʼt want to 

break down.”

Picking up 
>>> SPEED

She didnʼt work alone. Blazquezʼs 
boyfriend, Robert Mata, helped her 
complete her summer program. 

“Coach Elders has a program 
for them to follow during the sum-
mer,” Mata said. “Itʼs nice to have 
someone to keep her following the 
program.”

“The big change 
Iʼm noticing this 
year is just that she 
seems more pur-
poseful,” Elders 
said. “I think that 
she wants to expe-
rience that success 
that sheʼs worked 
so hard for.”

Blazquez started 
seeing the fruits of 
her labor at the 5K 
Fullerton Season 
Opener when she ran 18:51.60, 
finishing fifth in a field of 228 
women.

“I saw the Fullerton race,” 
Mata said. “In the past, she hasnʼt 
come out of the gate that fast. I feel 
like I kind of helped, like all those 

I’ve improved, but 
I haven’t improved 
to the point where 
I want to be. Yeah 
I’m running fast, 
but I want to run 
faster.

Maria Blazquez
CSUF cross country runner 

“

”

Maria Blazquez takes her record-
breaking success one mile at a time

By STEPHANIE PARK
Daily Titan Staff

Senior Maria Blazquez broke the Cal State Fullerton 6K record with a time of 21:53 on Sept. 18 at the Sundodger Invitational hosted by the University 
of Washington in Seattleʼs Lincoln Park. The womanʼs team captain stepped up her training to accomplish the feat. 
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