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Editorial

About 81 members of the campus 
community were able to receive flu 
shots Tuesday at the Titan Student 
Union.  

While, meningitis shots were 
offered, no one received the immu-
nization.

“We were expecting to give about 
150 flu shots and maybe 75 meningi-
tis shots,” said Tesha Gluhak, admin-
istrator for Maxim Health Systems. 

Maxim Health Systems provides 
the most flu shots to different com-
munities and organizations. 

“It is important for everyone to get 
the vaccine,” said Gabriela Atherton, 
a nurse for Maxim Health Systems.  

President Bush outlined a $1.7 
billion strategy Tuesday to prepare 
for the danger of pandemic influenza 
outbreak, saying he wanted to stock-
pile enough vaccines to protect 20 
million Americans against the current 
strain of the avian flu.

The president also said that the 
United States must approve liability 
protection for the makers of these 
lifesaving vaccines. 

He said the number of American 
vaccine manufactures has plummet-
ed, since the industry was hit with a 
flood of lawsuits.

Atherton said the flu is a conta-
gious respiratory illness caused by 
the influenza virus.

 The virus spreads in respiratory 
beads caused by coughing and sneez-
ing. 

The president pointed out that the 
1918 pandemic killed over a half 

Spending and education 
are among some of the top 
concerns with Proposition 76, 
the initiative that limits state 
spending and school funding.

Slated for the Nov. 8 spe-
cial election, the proposition 
– known as the “Live Within 
Our Means Act” – will budget 
state expenditures based on 

the average revenue growth 
of the previous year or as far 
back as the last three budget 
years.

The initiative allows the 
governor more power to 
control budget expenditures 
without the legislature and 
subjects provisions for K-12 
education spending to annual 
budget changes.

Proponents believe state 
spending can be controlled 
by the passage of this mea-
sure.

At the center of the propo-
sition debate is K-12 spend-
ing, which critics say will 
negatively affect schools. 

Critics say the proposition 
undermines guarantees for 
education spending dictated 
by Proposition 98, which vot-
ers passed in 1988.

“Proposition 98 set a mini-
mum guarantee, which was 
intended as a floor,” said 
Mary Perry, deputy director 
of the nonprofit and non-
partisan education research 
group EdSource. “There are 
a lot of people who feel that 
[Proposition 98] has set a 
ceiling or cap. On the flip-
side, it s̓ at least maintained 
a base.”

From Franz Joseph Haydnʼs 
Concerto No. 2 in D major for cello 
and orchestra to a jazz impromptu, 
Cal State Fullertonʼs Cello Choir 
practiced during their final rehears-
al last week. 

Various musical selections will 
be performed during the groups  ̓
one-time, on-campus performance 
Thursday at 8 p.m. 

Under the direction of Bongshin 
Ko, an associate professor of music 
at CSUF, students will perform the 
pieces theyʼve been working on 
since the beginning of the semes-
ter.

“They are all music majors 
here,” Ko said. “Itʼs not required, 
but itʼs like a cello gathering. We 
meet once a week.”

This cello gathering includes 
two graduate students and a mix of 
freshman, juniors and seniors. 

This weekʼs concert will test the 
students  ̓ abilities and the many 
hours of practice.

All the students have been play-
ing for a very long time.

Freshman Drake Price, who will 
be heading the jazz impromptu 
during the performance, said he 
has played the cello for 13 years

 “I got into cello because I really 
wanted to play the bass, but my 
mom didnʼt want to carry it [since] 
I was so little. So, celloʼs the next 
largest. It turned out to be my 
love,” he said.

Price, who loves the celloʼs 
“voice,” will also have two solo 
performances during the concert.

Freshman JaeYun Kim also 
picked up the cello when he was 
young. Korean cellist Han-Na 
Chang inspired him.

“I started when I was 10 years 
old,” Kim said. “I was watching 
TV and Han-Na Chang played the 
cello. [After I heard it], I begged 
my parents for three months.”

Traditionally, boys in Korea are 
encouraged to study, so it took 
awhile for his parents to let him 
play an instrument, Kim said.

For these students, the cello is a 
big part of their lives. 

Kim said he practices for 15 
hours a day.

“I eat, sleep, play the cello and I 
eat again,” Kim said.

The performers have mixed feel-
ings about the upcoming concert. 

Senior Esther Baek, who is a 
featured soloist in Haydnʼs Cello 
Concerto, said she will enjoy play-
ing her part of the songs in front of 
the audience.

Itʼs that time again! 
Students are frazzled and pro-

fessors are handing out those 
exams.

Yes, thatʼs right itʼs time for 
midterms.

As the semester is well under 
way, many students are begin-
ning to feel the pressure.

Dealing with the stress of a 
full load of classes is enough, 
but add jobs and 
other responsibil-
ities into the mix 
and life becomes 
even more com-
plicated. 

Juggling home-
work, finances 
and a social life 
can often lead 
to feeling over-
whelmed.

The sim-
ple thought of 
studying can make any student 
cringe.

Take for instance MaryRose 
Cachola, a junior at Cal State 

F u l l e r t o n , 
who found 
that taking 
a full course 
load wasnʼt 
as easy as she 
thought.

“Itʼs kind 
of hard to 
study for mid-
terms,” she 
said. “Aside 
from studying 
there is home-

work and other assignments. Itʼs 
like what do you do first? Itʼs 

just horrible.” 
Some students find it difficult 

to keep up; others sail smoothly.
Freshman Rachel Kerley 

seems to enjoy school and is 
not experiencing any midterm 
stress.

“I figure if I study enough Iʼll 
be fine,” Kerley said

Students may want to deal 
with their problems on their 
own, but sometimes it helps to 
be heard.

CSUFʼs Womanʼs Center is 
the place where students, not 
only female, can turn when they 

She sits among a sea of purple 
shirts and red hats lining the walls of 
the store she works in, easily blend-
ing in with her surroundings.

Blink and you might miss her.
A purple dress clings to her small 

frame, and a red hat sits atop her 
head while she relaxes on a burgundy 
couch in the middle of the store. 

Occasionally a customer will 

enter the store, eager to purchase 
something with royal red and purple 
hues. 

For Sue Ellen Cooper, a Fullerton 
native and Cal State Fullerton alum-
na, this is just an average day work-
ing at the Red Hat Society Store; 
sheʼs the Queen of the Red Hat 
Society, the popular “girls  ̓ only” 
club for women over 50. Cooper, 61, 
doesnʼt look a day past 50.

“Weʼre not dead and done,” 
Cooper said with a playful smirk 
spreading across her face. “The Red 
Hat Society was created to show that 
women can still have fun when they 
reach 50.”

The now famous group was cre-
ated in 1998 after Cooper read Jenny 

Josephʼs poem, “Warning.” The 
poemʼs first two lines – “When I am 
an old woman I shall wear purple / 
With a red hat which doesnʼt go and 
doesnʼt suit me” – inspired Cooper to 
purchase a red hat and gave a copy 
of the poem to a friend as a birthday 
present.

“It was meant to be a joke about 
getting older, and I expected the 
hat would be hung on a hook with 
the poem nearby somewhere in her 
house,” Cooper said. 

She thought back to the event for a 
few moments, a smile spread across 
her face and she let out a laugh.

“I had no idea that our other friends 
would want the same thing for their 
own birthdays too,” she said.

After searching many thrift stores 
and antique shops, Cooper was able 
to locate five hats and created what 
was to become the Red Hat Societyʼs 
first chapter, which was later named 
the Fabulous Founders. Cooper and 
her five friends had their first event 
on Apr. 25, 1998, at a teahouse in 
downtown Fullerton. 

“The Red Hat Society is simple to 
understand,” Cooper said. “Women 
who are over the age of 50 get 
together with their friends and enjoy 
themselves without worrying what 
others think. There are no rules to 
the group, except that members have 
to wear a purple shirt and a red hat 
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Nurses representing the California Nurse’s Association gather in opposition against 
Proposition 75 outside the Long Beach Conference Center Thursday, Oct. 27. As voting 
time draws near, many protests are springing up in support and opposition of many 
propositions, such as Proposition 76, which will cut funding to public education.
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Red Hat Society founder 
Sue Ellen Cooper dons her 
group’s traditional colors.
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Freshman Kevin Kuhia jumps  Double Dutch  with other members of Delta Chi during their “Jump 4 
Kids” event held in the Quad Tuesday to raise money for the Fullerton Boys and Girls Club.
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Today thru Nov. 29: Faculty, 
staff, students and friends will 
bowl for eight weeks every 
Tuesday to win cash prizes in 
the Titan Pride League. E-mail 
recgames@fullerton.edu or call 
(714) 278-2144 to reserve a spot.

Today thru Nov. 4: An exhibi-
tion of student artwork, the TSU 
Student Art Show, is on display 
at the TSU Center, Atrium, and 
Plaza galleries. For more informa-
tion, call (714) 278-3085.

Today: Students can bring their 
questions and concerns to CSUF 
President Milton A. Gordon as 
well as ASI President Mona 
Mohammadi at Pizza with the 
Presidents from noon to 1 p.m. in 
the Quad. For more information, 
call (714) 278-4220.

Today thru Thursday: Students 
can vote for the ASI Board of 
Directors during ASI Elections. 
Students can vote online at vote.
fullerton.edu or at polling stations 
around campus. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-3296.

Thursday: Students can find 
out how to make the most of the 
facilities and services available to 
them by attending the Blueprints 
Workshop at TSU Ontiveros BC 
from 10 to 11 a.m. For more infor-
mation, call (714) 278-5867.

Friday: CSUF students, faculty 
and staff are invited to participate 
in a video game tournament. The 
games and recreation program will 
be held at the TSU Underground 
at 1:30 p.m. The cost is $5 for stu-
dents and $7 for faculty and staff. 
For more information, call (714) 
278-2144.

Saturday: CSUF is honor-
ing former Titan greats at the 
Inaugural Titan Athletics Hall 
of Fame at the TSU starting at 6 
p.m. Tickets are $75 per person or 
$750 for a table of 10. For tickets 
and information, call (714) 278-
3480.

Saturday: The Department of 
Theatre and Dance presents Erin 
McNally in “A Day Just Like 
Today.” The show starts at 8 p.m. 
in the Grand Central Theatre in 
Santa Ana. For more information, 
call (714) 567-7235.

All events are free and on cam-
pus unless otherwise indicated. To 
have a specific entry added to the 
calendar section, please send an e-
mail to news@dailytitan.com.

Woman awarded for discrimination
NORWALK – Jurors decided a former policewoman should get $1.25 

million from the Whittier Police Department for gender discrimination, 
retaliation and harassment.

Former Officer Gina Zanone sued the department on claims of more 
than 20 instances of harassment, which began after she reported concerns 
about gender discrimination to an independent investigator in December 
2000.

“Almost immediately after complaining, she became constantly writ-
ten up, was told she didnʼt know how to use her gun, and was criticized 
falsely for various types of performance problems,” her lawyer Michael 
Grobaty said.

Teen killed by train in Orange County
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO – A teenage boy was killed Tuesday after 

being struck by an Amtrak train when he stepped onto tracks in Orange 
County, authorities said.

The teen, who was not immediately identified, was walking with 
another boy in San Juan Capistrano when he was hit shortly before 9 
a.m., said sheriffʼs spokesman Jim Amormino.

“For some reason, he stepped onto the track,” Amormino said. “His 
friend tried to grab him, but he was hit and killed.

Amtrak spokeswoman Vernae Graham said the accident occurred at 
a grade crossing. She didnʼt know how fast the train was going, but 
Amtrakʼs speed limit in the area is 90 mph.

Passengers remained on the train until it began moving again at 11:30 
a.m. It had left Los Angeles at 7:20 a.m.

Top al-Qaida operative escapes prison
FORT BLISS, Texas – A man once considered a top al-Qaida operative 

escaped from a U.S. – run detention facility in Afghanistan and cannot 
testify against the soldier who allegedly mistreated him, a defense lawyer 
involved in a prison abuse case said Tuesday. Omar al-Farouq was one 
of Osama bin Ladenʼs top lieutenants in Southeast Asia until Indonesian 
authorities captured him in the summer of 2002 and turned him over to 
the United States.

Democrats push to delay Alito hearings
WASHINGTON – Senate Democrats pushed on Tuesday for a 2006 

date for hearings on Supreme Court nominee Samuel Alito, challenging 
President Bushʼs call for confirmation by yearʼs end. “Thereʼs no way 
you can do an honest hearing by the end of December, or a fair hearing,” 
said Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont, the senior Democrat on the Senate 
Judiciary Committee.

Judge removed from DeLayʼs case
AUSTIN, Texas – In a courtroom victory for Rep. Tom Delay, the judge 

in the campaign-finance case against the former House Republican leader 
was removed Tuesday because of his donations to Democratic candidates 
and causes. A semi-retired judge who was called in to hear the dispute, 
C.W. Bud Duncan, ruled in Delayʼs favor without comment. Duncan 
ordered the appointment of a new judge to preside over the case.

Senate emerges from closed session on Iraq
WASHINGTON – In a day of political drama, Democrats forced the 

Republican-controlled Senate into an unusual closed session Tuesday, 
questioning intelligence that President Bush used in the run-up to the 
war in Iraq and accusing Republicans of ignoring the issue. “They have 
repeatedly chosen to protect the Republican administration rather than 
get to the bottom of what happened and why,” Democratic leader Harry 
Reid said.

Oct. 30
1831: Escaped slave Nat Turner 

is apprehended in Southampton 
County, Virginia, several weeks 
after leading the bloodiest slave 
uprising in American history.

1938: Orson Welles stirs nation-
wide panic with his “War of the 
Worlds” radio dramatization.

Oct. 31
1517: German theologian and 

religious reformer Martin Luther 
publishes his Ninety-Five Theses, 
denouncing the sale of indulgenc-
es (pardons for sins) and stressing 
salvation through the grace of 
God alone.

1984: Indira Gandhi is assassi-
nated by her Sikh bodyguards.

Nov. 1
1765: Parliament enacts the 

Stamp Act.
1772: French chemist Antoine-

Laurent Lavoisier demonstrates 
that when sulfur or phosphorus 
burns, the gain in weight is due to 
its combination with air.

1848: The Boston Female 
Medical School, the first medi-
cal school for women in the 
United States, opens in Boston, 
Massachusetts.

Nov. 2
1889: North Dakota and 

South Dakota are admitted to the 
Union.

1947: Howard Hughes test-flies 
the “spruce goose,” a two-hun-
dred-ton plywood airplane with 
a wingspan longer than a football 
field.

1948: Margaret Chase Smith is 
elected to the U.S. Senate.

Nov. 3
1953: The first coast-to-coast 

live color telecast airs.
1957: The dog Laika becomes 

the first living creature to travel in 
space, on board Sputnik 2.

Nov. 4
1922: British archaeologist 

Howard Carter discovers the tomb 
of Pharaoh Tutankhamun in Luxor, 
Egypt.

1979: Student followers of 
Ruhollah Khomeini storm the U.S. 
Embassy in Tehran, taking hos-
tages.

Nov. 5
1605: English conspirator Guy 

Fawkes is arrested in an attempt to 
blow up the British Parliament.

1895: American inventor George 
B. Selden patents the gasoline-
powered automobile.
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million Americans and more than 20 
million people across the globe. 

The government already has 
ordered $162.5 million worth of the 
vaccine to be made and stockpiled 
against the Asian bird flu, more than 
half to be made in a United States 
factory. 

But the administration s̓ plan, to 
be released in more detail today, 
calls for more than stockpiling 

shots. 
 It will stress a new method of 

manufacturing flu vaccines – grow-
ing the virus in easy-to-handle cell 
cultures instead of today s̓ cumber-
some process that uses millions of 
chicken eggs – as well as incentives 
for the opening of new U.S. based 
vaccine factories.

Such steps will take several years 
to implement, but the hope is that 
eventually they would allow pro-
duction of enough vaccines to go 
around within six months of the 
pandemic s̓ start.

In addition to flu vaccinations, 
Atherton said meningitis vaccina-
tions are also important; meningitis 
is an infection of fluid surrounding 
the brain and the spinal cord. 

About 2,600 people get menin-
gococcal disease each year in the 
United States and about 15 percent 
of those infected die.  While Maxim 
health systems offered the meningi-
tis vaccine, no students decided to 
get one.

Daily Titan reporter Kamilla 
Marufy contributed to this article.

in honor of the poem which 
inspired us. Everything else is 
fair game.” 

Nearly seven years later, 
smaller chapters have spread 
across the United States, Canada 
and to 30 other countries world-
wide. England and New Zealand 
are just gaining momentum, 
Cooper said.

“When a new chapter is 
formed, it is the responsibility 
of the members to elect a Queen 
and a vice-mum to head the 
chapter after registering their 
organization with us,” Cooper 
said. “After electing these two 
positions, each member is des-
ignated with a special title to be 
used during Red Hat events.”

Cooper is pleased with the 
response to her organization. 
What began with one chapter, 
spread to a second group in 
Florida and took off from there.

In and around Fullerton, there 
are more than 100 chapters reg-
istered on the groupʼs official 
Web site.  Cooper attributes this 
to the fact that many people in 
Orange County want to be a part 
of the organization, but groups 
larger than 20 people can be dif-
ficult to fit around a tea table.

“Itʼs great to see the faces of 
others when a group of ladies 
comes into an establishment 
wearing their best Red Hat garb,” 
Cooper said. “Thereʼs a sense of 

confidence and empowerment 
from the girls when theyʼre in 
a group and theyʼre all wearing 
purple shirts and red hats.

“When we first started, many 
people gave us weird looks and 
werenʼt certain as to what we 
were doing. Now, almost eight 
years later, we have women 
coming up to us during our 
events telling us that theyʼre 
also part of a group and share 
tales of their endeavors. Thereʼs 
no greater feeling than knowing 
that others are enjoying them-
selves too.”

The Red Hot Mavens is one 
of the many groups located near 
Fullerton. The 13 members of 
the group are happy to have the 
opportunity to bond with each 
other in this different way, as 
all were friends prior to creating 
their chapter.

“I have formed brand new 
bonds with people Iʼve known 
for many years,” said Jean 
Jacques, a member of the Red 
Hot Mavens. “You get to have 
new experiences with a different 
type of camaraderie.”

Penny Wyckoff, the vice-mum 
of the Red Hot Mavens, enjoys 
the opportunities the society has 
given her to participate in activi-
ties with her friends.

“Itʼs such an awesome idea,” 
she said. “What Sue Ellen 
Cooper has done has benefited 
everyone over the age of 50, and 
gave us permission to have a 
good time. We can have fun for 
funʼs sake.”

want to release that stress.
Just the mere fact that someone 

is willing to listen can be more 
comforting than advice.

“Within the last two weeks there 
have been more and more stu-
dents coming in,” said Rosalina 
Camacho, a coordinator for the 
Adult Re-entry Program.

Whether itʼs midterms, job relat-
ed stress, relationship troubles or 

just plain stress, the center offers 
students a way to deal with their 
everyday frustrations.

The center, however, is not 
to be confused with counseling.  
“Weʼre not therapy – definitely 
not,” Camacho said.

So what services does the 
Womenʼs Center offer to distressed 
students?

“We offer students the tools they 
need. Sometimes students donʼt 
realize what services are free to 
them because they are students,” 
she said.

Some students are reluctant to 
approach anyone about their prob-
lems, since seeking clinical help 
may often feel embarrassing.

The center has a welcoming 
environment that lets students talk 
with someone comfortably.

“Weʼre a very approachable 
office.  If we see someone who is 
lost or seems sad, weʼll ask them 
how they are doing or if theyʼre 
finding everything ok,” Camacho 
said.

Both Cachola and Kerley admit-
ted that they feel more relieved 

when they discuss their problems. 
“It helps when you talk to some-

one, just having someone listen,” 
Cachola said.

“I usually talk to people and I 
journal. It really helps,” Kerley 
said.

While some students have their 
method of dealing with collegiate 
stress, other students may have not 
figured out how to cope. 

“The important thing is that 
students are taking the chance to 
come in so they know they have 
options,” Camacho said.

Since 1977, EdSource has evalu-
ated schools  ̓ finances and pub-
lished informational reports regard-
ing education.

Under Proposition 98, at least 40 
percent of California s̓ general fund 
expenditures must go to K-12 edu-
cation. This program receives the 
largest dividend of the state s̓ gen-
eral fund followed by expenditures 
for health and human services. 

According to the California 
Department of Finance, spending 
for the 2005-2006 K-12 budget 

totaled to $36,582.50 – 40.64 per-
cent of the state s̓ general fund.

“The intent of Proposition 98 
was that education funding would 
increase with [school] enrollment 
and Californians  ̓ income,” Perry 
said. “What it created, was a formu-
la pegged to Californians  ̓personal 
income growth.”

The law, however, did not antici-
pate for economic recessions.

“What Proposition 76 does is 
to say weʼre going to change the 
way that minimum guarantee [in 
Proposition 98] works,” Perry said.

According to an analysis of 
the proposition by the Legislative 
Analyst s̓ Office, should the mea-

sure pass, next year s̓ budget will 
be unaffected by spending limits. 
In the long-run, the analysis reports 
the initiative has the potential to 
affect spending.

Stephen J. Stambough, an assis-
tant professor of political science 
and criminal justice at Cal State 
Fullerton, said the proposition 
moves power from the legislature 
to the governor.

“[Proposition 76 is] more of a 
budget shifting tool,” Stambough 
said. “For this proposition, if youʼre 
of the belief that the legislature is 
part of the problem, then this propo-
sition is for you.”

Stambough s̓ last point reflects a 

long-standing view that the state s̓ 
political system is in need of reform 
on many levels. The proposition 
and the special election reflect what 
some experts see as further disarray 
in the law-making process.

Stambough identified three major 
factors that negatively affect law-
making and California politics. 

These factors include gerry-
mandering districts, which he said 
makes legislators not fear their con-
stituents; term limits that do not 
allow legislators to gain experience 
in the legislature and an initia-
tive process that Stambough said is 
“incredibly hyperactive.”

“It creates voter fatigue, even for 

the people who like elections. This 
election s̓ a good example of that. 
There s̓ no reason for us to have 
this election right now,” Stambough 
said.

Developed during the stateʼs 
Progressive Movement, under 
former Gov. Hiram Johnson from 
1911-1917, the initiative process 
was meant to weaken the clout 
of corrupt political parties. Today, 
some question this process and 
express the need for reform.

“The initiative is a positive thing 
for California,” Stambough said. 
“But it s̓ another thing that s̓ easily 
abused by policy makers.”

Dennis Kuntz, president of the 

CSUF organization Left Bank, does 
not believe the initiative process 
needs reform. He also said that the 
proposition would not affect K-12 
spending as much as it will affect 
higher education spending.

Unlike Stambough, Kuntz does 
not believe changes need to be 
made to the state s̓ initiative pro-
cess. He said that people should 
think twice before putting some-
thing on the voter ballot.

“Recently, I know that there s̓ 
been a lot going on [for the special 
election],” he said. “But I donʼt 
think [the initiative process] leads 
to apathy. The initiative process is a 
good tool for a direct democracy.”

Sunghee Chang, who is also 
playing a solo, said she will prac-
tice more so that she doesnʼt mess 
up on her big day.

Student performers include 
Sunghee Chang, Andy Song, 
Jaime Shin, Sunny Kim, JaeYun 
Kim,  Josh Collins, Esther Baek, 
Drake Price, Michael Domingo, 
Mitsu Saeki and Hanna Kim.

The cello choir will perform at 
the Recital Hall in the Performing 
Arts Center. 

Tickets are $10 but $5 with 
advanced Titan discount. For 
more ticket information, contact 
the box office at (714) 278-3371 
or visit their Web site at www.
tickets.com.
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I have writ-
ten and rewrit-
ten this open-
ing sentence 
so many times 
I simply canʼt 
find a way to 
say it without 
generating that 
obnoxious “Jeff 
is just attempt-
ing to stir up 

controversy” buzz. 
Really, I would rather sit at home 

with a big mug of chamomile tea 
and a sassy book than be a source 
of momentary ire in people s̓ lives, 
but just as I am compelled by some 
inner need to put pen to paper, I am 
compelled to call it like I see it. And 
that is what makes this next sen-
tence so frustrating to write. 

Women like to be objectified. 
See? I told you that it was going 

to get me in trouble.
Of course, every girl reading this 

has just emitted a shriek, but as 
always, allow me to explain. 

When I am not purveying liquor 
to the public, I work as a bouncer at 
a nightclub in Long Beach. At my 
work, for several long hours a night, 
I have a front row seat to the human 
carnival that is the SoCal dating 
scene. And let me tell you, it is a 
very blue show.

One must remember while read-
ing this that it is a two-way street. 
Men love to objectify women, and 
women love to be objectified, so 
donʼt think I am unfairly calling 
women out. Women understand that 
it is they who have the controlling 
power in the one-night stand-style 
relationship. They are, ahem, the 
gatekeepers. But as they are seeking 

Objectification is a two-way street
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Fear factor
The president of the United 

States is willing to spend $7 
billion to prevent good, honest 
hard-working Americans from 
getting something called the 
bird or avian flu. 

Money that would better 
serve public education, health 
care and poverty. 

Money that will be wasted 
on this yearʼs version of the 
plague. 

Each year, during the flu 
season, Americans are bom-
barded by news of the next big 
catastrophe, a strain of some 
exotic-sounding virus that will 
wreak havoc on the American 
population. 

Kids will get sick, old peo-
ple will die and everyone in 
between will walk around with 
doctorʼs masks that never real-
ly do anything. 

We at the Daily Titan rec-
ognize that these so-called 
epidemics are nothing more 
then paranoia and propaganda 
produced by societyʼs pow-
ers-that-be, like the pharma-
ceutical industries, all in an 
attempt to increase purchase of 
flu shots and cough drops. 

While we cannot solely 
blame the money-hungry lead-
ers of the industry, we will and 

can point a finger or two at the 
media, which spend millions 
of man hours publishing story 
after story about people on the 
other end of the planet getting 
sick and dying. 

These messages portrayed 
through news broadcasts, med-
icine commercials and exag-
gerated articles on people in 
poverty-stricken areas fight-
ing to survive this “menacing” 
attack have people running 
around afraid of even the com-
monest of colds. 

The typical sickness or the 
everyday flu somehow appears 
just that much worse than the 
year before. 

The government, much of 
the media and drug companies 
will continue to milk that fear 
in all of us, fear that causes 
shortages in flu shots and vac-
cines while children and the 
elderly are the only people that 
absolutely are at risk.

Instead of being worried 
about the latest epidemic, we 
need to be more cautious and 
employ more common sense 
about these fear tactics. Itʼs 
not the avian flu, anthrax or 
killer bees that we should be 
afraid of. 

Itʼs fear itself. 

KING FEATURES SYNDICATE

Word on the street
Last Wednesday, the American death toll in the Iraq War reached 2,001. 

Do you think the country is doing the right thing by continuing to fight the war?

“No, because weʼre just 
getting in Humvees, driv-
ing around getting blown 

up.”

–Tony Goldrich,
CSUF where house 

shipping and receiving 
employee 

“I donʼt like it because 
so many people are getting 
killed – soldiers and civil-

ians.”

–Nadeem Ahmed,
graduate student, 
computer science 

“I think weʼre so far 
into it [that] if you pull 

them out now, people will 
feel like they lost their 

friends and family for no 
cause.”

–Angela Tuason, 
senior, communications

“No, because the 
American debt is only 

increasing.”

–Ramzi Chehayeb, 
junior, electrical  

engineering 

“It depends on what 
their actual reasons for 

continuing the war are.”

–Auggie Arvizu, 
junior, anthropology

Photos and quotes compiled by Eric Sanders, Daily Titan Staff

to find the very best keymaster, they 
are in competition with a lot of other 
gates. And so the objectification of 
women begins. 

A further caveat to keep in mind 
is that, as an equatist, I am making 
certain generalizations. Obviously, 
not every single one of you girls 
likes to be objectified, but enough 
do it that it becomes the rule rather 
than the exception. 

Girls get dolled up in their sexi-
est non-Halloween outfit and they 
know they look good. We guys 
know they look good. Everyone is 
in agreement that they look good. 

But then you go and put on a 
show to attract the most debonair 
keymaster in the room. You girls 
transform yourselves into these 
incredible objects of sexual desire 
that come out only when grinding 
up against each other in a nightclub 
while wearing little more than the 
devil s̓ grin. 

I know youʼre not like this all the 
time because I see you at school or 
walking down the street and youʼre 
the same person. But if I stare at you, 

panting, for more than a second, Iʼm 
a pervert. In the nightclub, that will 
at least get me an introduction and a 
chance to purchase you a drink. 

When I write this, I could be 
saying that too many women band-
wagon together to protest that there 
is nothing wrong with being sexy. 

There isnʼt. 
You are young and your body 

parts arenʼt yet sagging from the 
ravages of time; so flaunt it while 
you got it. If you are an intelligent 
person who has more than a body 
that demands to be ogled when in 
nightclubs, then youʼve got nothing 
to worry about. You can be an object 
if you want to, because at the end 
of the night, it is you who decides 
whether I get a little objectification 
of my own or if I make an emer-
gency visit to Dr. Palm. 

Jeff cares

Jeff Klima
Daily Titan 

Humor Columnist

Letter to the Editor:
Dear Editor,

I found Dianika Abbottʼs 
Oct. 31 opinion article about 
Halloween to be historically mis-
leading and inaccurate.

Abbott seems ignorant of the 
fact that Christian holidays are 
themselves rooted in pagan fes-
tivals. Easter was the revered 
Spring Equinox and Christmas 
the equally holy Winter Solstice. 
The bunny and the egg were fer-
tility symbols associated with the 
abundance of spring; the decorat-
ing of trees was a reverence to 
nature.

By following Abbot s̓ poorly 
guided logic, weʼd have pretty 
boring holidays, wouldnʼt we?

And when Abbott mentions 
sexual molestations, cruelty and 
torture, I think of Christianity 
as well – from its inception, the 
Crusades, the Inquisition, the 
Reformation, Salem Witch Trials 
and current molestation scandals 

involving members of the clergy. 
And I believe it was Jesus him-
self who said that you shouldnʼt 
point at the speck in one person s̓ 
eye when there s̓ a huge log in 
your own. Too bad the analogy 
can now be applied on his own 
religion.

Being a Christian once, I 
understand the need for Abbott to 
regurgitate the propaganda fed to 
her by the church.  It stems from 
a need to “harvest” more souls 
to the cause. Well, sorry to “salt 
the earth,” so to speak, but this 
“harvest” is truly dangerous to 
humanity s̓ progress.  

Besides, what happened that 
long ago no longer has any 
direct effect on the present. St. 
Augustine might say that since 
the past doesnʼt exist anymore, 
how can it really affect anything 
now?

Andrew Perry, junior
Communications, 

psychology

On Halloween:

To send a letter to the editor, e-mail opinion@dailytitan.com. 
Letters may be edited for grammar, clarity and length.

Jeff Klima is a Cal State Fullerton 
senior majoring in communica-
tions and radio-TV-film. His col-
umn appears every Wednesday in 
the Daily Titan. To contact him, 
e-mail opinion@dailytitan.com

just read it.
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he seeds of passion for the 
game of volleyball were planted 
at a very young age for Sarah 
Morrison, the team captain and 
outside hitter for the Cal State 
Fullerton volleyball team. 

The senior child and adolescent development 
major has had years of experience to fine-tune 
her game.

Morrison first picked up a volleyball when 
she was eight years old because she thought it 
would be fun to try. 

Morrisonʼs parents, who come to a majority 
of her games, have been her greatest influence. 
They are a family very 
familiar with the sport.  

“My aunts all played 
volleyball. My dad was 
a volleyball coach. So I 
got involved with vol-
leyball easily and at an 
early age,” Morrison 
said. “My parents have 
been there and support-
ed me since the very 
first day.”

Morrison started her 
volleyball career play-
ing for her fatherʼs 
youth team. At the age 
of 14, she joined a co-ed 
club team.  

“The people I played 
with on that team were 
amazing,” Morrison 
said. “We became close 
friends, graduated high 
school together, and 
[they] are some of the people I probably will 
know for the rest of my life.”

Developing her offensive skills to become 
one of the most feared presences at the net in 
the Big West conference, Morrison has elevated 
her game to a level that commands respect from 
her opponents.

Morrison had a career-high 23 kills in a game 
earlier this season against UC Riverside. It was 
a plateau she continued to reach in the follow-
ing two games against UC Davis and UC Santa 
Barbara.

“Sarah is a real tough competitor out there,” 
Long Beach State Head Coach Brian Gimmilaro 
said. “When we played [Fullerton] earlier this 
season, we had a portion of our game plan [built] 
around what Sarah had done to other teams in 
the conference.”

Morrisonʼs work ethic goes beyond the hours 
she dedicates to practice and the intense compe-
tition on the hardwood court.

She is also committed to education, making 
the Deanʼs Honor Roll.

Morrison was a highly regarded player for the 
Titans her freshman year. 

By BELAL SIMJEE
Daily Titan Staff

Net force 
Sarah Morrison earns the respect of her 

teammates. She commands it from opponents 
one spike at a time. 

Sarah Morrison goes for the kill during last Saturday’s sweep of UC Davis  at Titan 
Gym. The senior team leads the Titans with 316 kills in 85 games this season.
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Metz Lets Loose

Kevin Metz
Daily Titan 

Sports Editor

D r i v i n g 
is a time for 
ref lect ion, 
and between 
daily com-
mutes to my 
in t e rnsh ip 
in Torrance, 
my job on 
campus and 
my weekend 
visits to San 
Clemente to 

see my girlfriend, I have had my 
share of opportunities. 

That s̓ driving and reflection 
– not writing.

Unfortunately, the steering 
wheel is an ill-advised backing 
for pen and paper, and my fend-
er-bender this month is one more 
than I wanted in my lifetime. 

So I write my thoughts down 
in my mind like so many other 
CSUF students who sit in traffic. 
It helps drown out the monoto-
ny of road noise and afternoon 
sports talk radio. 

When I pull into the 30-min-
ute parking spot in front of col-
lege park – which I will likely be 
parked in for the next five hours 
– I go through my usual moods.

There is my light-hearted dis-
dain for parking and transporta-
tion and the ongoing battle to 
keep yellow chalk off of my 
back tire. 

There is the love-hate rela-
tionship with the Daily Titan 
newsroom; love being there, hate 
being there all day. 

Lately, there has been another 
feeling and it isnʼt my foot wak-
ing up after a long drive. 

It s̓ pride. My new-found con-
nection to our university s̓ past.

Staring at the CSUF historical 
photos we have been running in 
the sports section lately probably 
has something to do with it. 

Once the initial shock of ʻ70s 
style and ʻ80s haircuts weared 
off, I really notice the sheer mag-
nitude of fans – capacity crowds 
resolved to a practice of Titan 
pride. 

These images came from the 
large, black file cabinet belong-
ing to CSUF media relations, 
a department tucked away very 
much like Cliff Hatter s̓ equip-
ment room. 

Tucked away like the history 
of our campus. The induction of 
the inaugural class into the Titan 
Hall of Fame this Saturday will 
bring some of those memories 
and years back to the surface. 

A day after the athletic depart-
ment celebrates its roots, so to 
will the Daily Titan, forty-five 
years of it. 

It should be fun, if I can just 
find a ride.

Kevin Metz  ̓column appears 
weekly. Contact him at:       
Kmetz@dailytitan.com

Fullerton 
past alive 
in present

Sarah is what you look 
for in a leader. She 
has the respect of her 
teammates. If she is 
having a tough game, 
it resonates through 
the rest of the team. 

Carolyn Zimmerman
Fullerton Coach

“

”
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When a teammate fell to injury that season, 
Morrison was given her chance to step into the 
starting lineup. She was grateful to be given the 
nod. 

“I felt very proud when I walked onto that 
court,” Morrison said. “I mean, not very many 
freshman are ever given that opportunity.”

Morrisonʼs starting role went away as quickly 
as it was given to her.

After playing in just 10 games, Morrison tore 
the anterior cruciate ligament in her right knee 
during a practice.

Morrison knew the injury could seriously hurt 
her chances of regaining her starting role or even 
playing at all in the future, especially because it 
would require six months of recovery and reha-
bilitation time.

“When I got hurt, I 
was worried if I could 
ever play again,” 
Morrison said. “My 
rehab just went really 
well. I was cleared 
to practice and play 
with the schoolʼs team 
around five-and-a-half 
months.”

Because of her 
injury, Morrison was 
granted red shirt status 
her first year of eligi-
bility and was given 
an extra school year of 
playing time.

Slowly but surely, 
Morrison worked her 
way back into the 
lineup. 

She faced tough 
obstacles in playing 
competitively at the 

NCAA level.
Keeping her head in the game and her focus 

on school, Morrison continued her successful 
road back to recovery.

When Fullerton Head Coach Carolyn 
Zimmerman took over the team, she felt 
Morrison was a strong asset for the Titans.

“Sarah is what you look for in a leader,” 
Zimmerman said. “She has the respect of her 
teammates, and they all look up to her. If Sarah 
is having a tough game, it resonates throughout 
the rest of the team.”

Now in her final year at Fullerton, Morrison 
is grateful she has experienced so much at a 
young age.

“You know, I loved my time playing volley-
ball,” Morrison said. “After I graduate, however, 
I will leave my playing days there and pursue 
my career goals. I want to travel to Germany, 
Ireland and Hawaii. I still want to be around the 
game, but later in life in a coaching capacity.”

With proven leadership skills and her acco-
lades as a student and an athlete, Morrison prob-
ably wonʼt have too much trouble coaching a 
team in the future.
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