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Student
Leaders
Lobby at
Capital
At statewide summit in
Sacramento, ASI members
work to influence public policy

Singin’ the Blues? Guidance Is Online
Campus groups create Web
site for students who may be
reluctant to talk to a counselor
By Pen-Chieh Cheng

For the Daily Titan

T

he Womenʼs Center and the
Human Services Department
now offer online services for
all students and faculty members dealing with emotional
or social problems.
This online assistance, www.universi-

tyblues.org, was created last year and it
provides alternatives for those students
who do not feel comfortable discussing private matters and concerns with a
counselor.
The Web site also provides information for students doing research or class
projects.
Sue Passalacqua, associate director
of the Womenʼs Center, said students
will get their answers to questions they
submit by e-mail within 24 to 48 hours.
Sharon Van de Houten, a licensed marriage and family therapist, responds.
Students shouldnʼt worry about their

problems being shared or posted online.
Passalacqua said the most common
problem students struggle with is relationships. Although both sexes can have
issues dealing with emotions, women
are more willing to speak with a counselor.
“Unfortunately it is more socially
acceptable for women to seek emotional
support than it is for men. The anonymity that this online service provides will
hopefully appeal to men who would
otherwise refrain from discussing issues
of concern,” said Azadeh Jalali, 25, a
senior psychology major.

By Jody Cason

Daily Titan Staff Writer

Members of Associated Students Inc.
packed away their good suits early this
month and headed off to Sacramento
to attend the annual California Higher
Education Student Summit.
The summit is the only statewide leadership conference held for
California State University students.
CSU leaders, student advocates, higher
education policy experts and public
officials attend.
About 280 student leaders, some
from each CSU campus, attended to
discuss public policy issues. The students also attended educational sessions and training seminars that gave
them tools to make positive social
changes on their campuses.
ASI member Stephanie Sprowl said
she found the experience very empowering and would jump at the chance to
do it again.
“Itʼs like a big pep rally,” Sprowl
said. “Everyone builds each other up to
do good things for their campuses.”
One of the main objectives for the
ASI students this year was to lobby
state legislators about the CSU budget
and student fees.
“Student fees are always the big
issue,” Sprowl said. “We had to speak
on the issue to make sure our voices
were heard.”
In
January,
Gov.
Arnold
Schwarzenegger proposed $215 million in new revenue for the CSU,
which would provide enough funds to
eliminate – or freeze – the student fee
increases scheduled for fall 2006.
The ASI students were supportive of
the freeze, except for the fact that the
governor also wants to cut $7 million
from the student outreach program.
To cut from that program “will hurt
many low-income students who are
underrepresented,” ASI member Urmi
Rahman said.
The other issue that ASI lobbied for
was a bill that would change the Cal
Grant financial aid program.
The bill would modify the age limitation for Cal Grant Transfer Entitlement
awards to 27 from 24. The average age
of a CSU student is 24.
The bill would also double the number of Competitive Grants – from
22,500 to 45,000.
The students also attended several workshops while at the conference. Arya Hawkins, ASIʼs director
of statewide affairs, held a workshop
to encourage other CSU students to
incorporate a lobbying committee on
their campuses.
He told the 72 students in attendance
that having this committee would
enable them to take action at the statewide level, as CSUF does.
“It is nice to know that there are other

SEE U-BLUES = PAGE 4

Marching
to Beat of
Healthful
Eating
Students encouraged to eat
nutritious foods, abandon
drive-through dining
By Alicia David

Daily Titan Staff Writer

S

for an ASI board member
includes attending the InterClub Council meeting for
their college. Although this
is not required, it is recommended.
The main responsibility of
the ICC at each college is to
allocate ASI funds to the clubs
and individuals within their
college for various programs.
The board member must be
a liaison between ASI and the
college, so attending the meetings is important.
This might seem like a lot
of time and work, but there
are many benefits, Rumberger
said.
One of the benefits is being

ince March is National
Nutrition Month, itʼs a
good time to ditch the
fast food and choose a
leafy green salad over
a plateful of greasy french fries
instead.
It seems that fast food has
become as much of a necessity to
college students as textbooks or
an iPod, but this poor eating habit
will do more harm than good.
“Most of a college studentʼs
budget goes to food that has
no nutritious value because itʼs
cheaper,” said Eric Sternlicht of
Simply Fit Nutrition and Exercise
Consulting in Orange.
Though the convenience of the
drive-through window is tempting to most, it may eventually
lead to unnecessary and weight
gain.
“First-year students gain weight
typically because they snack
more,” Sternlicht said. “They tend
to eat more socially for example,
while they are talking or studying and arenʼt paying attention to
what they are eating.”
Itʼs easy for students to get
caught up in eating patterns that
can be far from nutritional, however, itʼs not impossible for students to change those patterns and
get on a more nutritious track.
Dr. J. Gregory Laven of
Placentia provides several easy
tips to follow for a healthier lifestyle.
“Students need proper rest of at
least six to eight hours a night to
replenish,” Laven said.
“They also need to limit processed foods, cut out sugar, limit
pizza and eat more foods that are
alive such as fruits, veggies and
whole grains.”
It might make things easier to
start off by taking baby steps.
Slowly switch a can of soda for
a bottle of water or give up a
bag of chips for a bag of carrots

SEE BOARD = PAGE 3

SEE NUTRITION = PAGE 4
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TEAM MEXICO AT BAT

Adan Munoz practices at CSUFʼs Goodwin Field with team Mexico on Monday in preparation for
todayʼs World Baseball Classic game against Japan at Angel Stadium at 4 p.m.

SEE CHESS = PAGE 3

ASI Seeks College Representatives
Board of Directors has
4 openings for students
willing to commit
By Jody Cason

Daily Titan Staff Writer

Associated Students Inc. is
looking for students interested in taking leadership roles
in the CSUF student government.
Four positions on the ASI
Board of Directors are available. There are two seats
available for students who
wish to represent the College
of Education; one seat for the
College of Communications;
and one seat for the College
of Engineering and Computer

Science.
Every college on campus
has seats on the ASI board.
Nancee Wright, the assistant dean at the College of
Education, said there is no
one representing the 2,300
students who belong to the
college.
“Iʼm happy to speak on
behalf of the students,” Wright
said. “But it is important that
students speak for themselves,
because only they know what
they are thinking and what
their specific needs are.”
Paul Rumberger, the director of administration at ASI,
said the student leaders are
looking for people who are
dedicated and willing to serve
their fellow students.
“Helping people is conta-
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The Womanʼs Center was created in
1972 to offer programs and counseling
services on gender attentiveness as well
as the emotional and social problems
in which both men and women have
been struggling with. However, many
students may be concerned about their
privacy being violated.
“It depends on the type of problem,”
said Jalali, when asked which types of
counseling she would prefer. Talking
about problems such as “difficulties
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Arboretum hosts produce plant
sale beginning Wednesday
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gious,” Rumberger said.
Being a student in government is a very rewarding job,
but along with it comes certain
responsibilities, Rumberger
said.
Any student who wishes to
apply must be able to attend
the mandatory board meetings from 1 to 4 p.m. every
Tuesday. Board members discuss and vote on ASI issues at
the meetings.
Applicants must be able
to serve on a committee and
must be available to attend
that committeeʼs meeting on
Thursdays from 1 to 4 p.m.
Students must also set aside
one hour per week for an office
hour. Office hours are flexible
though, Rumberger said.
One more commitment

WEATHER

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY
Partly Cloudy
High: 64 Low: 42

Sunny
High: 67 Low: 46

Partly Cloudy
High: 70 Low: 48

FRIDAY
Showers
High: 66 Low: 46
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TODAY THRU THURSDAY:
Executives from a variety of fields
share their knowledge and experience about leadership and ethics
with Cal State Fullerton students
during the College of Business and
Economicsʼ Business Week 2006.
Speakers will include the executive
director of Morgan Stanley and the
president of the Disneyland Resort.
Check out the event calendar at
www.fullerton.edu for the event
schedule.

Author Defends Book’s Idea

LONDON – In a rare and undesired appearance, “The Da
Vinci Code” novelist Dan Brown dismissed as “completely
fanciful” claims that he stole the ideas of two authors, saying
he read their book only after the structure of his thriller was in
place. On Monday – three years to the week after “The Da Vinci
Code” was first published -– the multimillionaire writer found
himself on the witness stand at Londonʼs High Court, denying
accusations of copyright infringement from Michael Baigent
and Richard Leigh.

NATION

Coaching in Terrorism Trial

WEDNESDAY:
Associated
Students Inc. will host the Spring
Texas Hold ʼEm Classic in the TSU
Underground at 4 p.m.

ALEXANDRIA, Va. – The federal judge in the Zacarias
Moussaoui case is considering ruling out a death sentence after
learning that a federal lawyer apparently coached witnesses on
upcoming testimony. U.S. District Judge Leonie Brinkema said
Monday it was “very difficult for this case to go forward” after
prosecutors revealed that a lawyer for the Transportation Security
Administration had violated her order barring witnesses from any
exposure to trial testimony.

THURSDAY: Bowl for free during
Glow Bowling for students in the
TSU Underground from 3 to 7 p.m.

Bush Stresses Iraq Progress

FRIDAY: Deadline to enroll in
student health insurance plans. For
information, go to www.fullerton.
edu/shcc/AboutHC.htm#health_
insurance.

WASHINGTON – President Bush said Monday insurgents in
Iraq were trying to ignite a civil war by escalating violence and
warned there will be more “chaos and carnage in the days and
months to come.”
Even on a particularly grim day, when four Iraqi bodies were
found hanging from utility towers and Iraqis coped with the
deaths of at least 58 people the day before, when car bombings
and mortar rounds plagued Baghdadʼs Sadr City, the president
said progress was being made.

FRIDAY: Check out the Intramural
Sports Dodge Ball Tournament at
the Intramural Fields from noon to
3 p.m.

Fire Scorches Panhandle
BORGER, Texas – Using bulldozers and air tankers, firefighters struggled Monday to stop wind-blown wildfires that scorched
more than 1,000 square miles of the drought-stricken Texas
Panhandle. About 1,900 people in seven counties were evacuated.

OFF CAMPUS
TODAY: Dark Tool-ish style rock
band Opeth plays the Wiltern in
Los Angeles at 8 p.m. Tickets cost
$22.50.

LOCAL

Snakes Disappear in Shipping

WEDNESDAY: Be at the Brea
Improv at 8:30 p.m. to see top upand-coming comedic talents compete
for a spot on Comedy Centralʼs new
stand up show, “Live at Gotham.”
Tickets are $12.

SANTA CRUZ – More than $10,000 worth of snakes were
stolen from a local dealer. The pythons disappeared while being
shipped from Santa Cruz to customers nationwide, Sheriffʼs
Department investigators said.
The first snake, a Super Pastel Ball Python worth $7,000, was
boxed up for shipment to a customer in Kansas, but the customer said the shipping box was empty when it arrived. Then,
a week ago, the snake dealer packed up four female pythons
worth about $3,000 and shipped them via United Parcel Service
to a long-standing customer in Georgia. The reptiles were missing when the box arrived. The snake dealer told deputies he
normally hands the packaged snakes directly to a UPS driver.
However, he brought both packages that arrived empty to a shop
that handles packages for shipment.
Reports compiled from The Associated Press

Stefanie Short/For the Daily Titan
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BICYCLE WARRIOR

Mike Smith jumps his bike off a wall outside University Hall earlier this month.

FRIDAY: ST. PATRICKʼS DAY!
Check out Irish rockers the Fenians
at the House of Blues in Anaheim
for $20, the Young Dubliners at the
House of Blues Sunset Strip for the
same price, or go the less traditional
route with Bone Thugs Nʼ Harmony
at Vault 350 for $29.50.
If you would like to submit an
event to Out nʼ About please
e-mail news@dailytitan.com
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By the numbers:

280CSU students who

attended the
summit

$215 million

Amount in new revenue
Gov. Schwarzenegger
proposed to CSU

$45,000Amount of

Competetive Grants proposed
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students out there who are getting involved,”
Hawkins said. “It made me truly believe that
we as students can actually make a change.”
Sprowl said she learned from a workshop
about enacting environmental programs on
campus.
“It really opened my eyes to make Cal State
Fullerton a more environmentally friendly
campus,” Sprowl said.
Now that the students are home, they plan to
apply what they learned at the conference.
“Being part of such a huge event was an
amazing experience that inspired me to help
the greater good of the students,” Rahman
said.
The students did not leave without some
positive feedback either.
“The staffers told us that we were so much
more prepared and professional than the UC
students who were lobbying at the capital
last week,” ASI President Mona Mohammadi
said.

able to network with peers, as well as with faculty
and administrators, he said.
Rumberger said he has learned many valuable
leadership skills that he has been able to incorporate in his classes as well as his life.
ASI board members get priority registration.
Last but not least are the parking perks that come
along with the job. Members still have to pay for
parking but will be given faculty-staff unrestricted
parking passes, Rumberger said.
Besides the perks, Arya Hawkins, who is ASIʼs
director of statewide affairs, said he enjoys being
on the board because he can have an effect on his
colleagues and peers for the good of the university.
Any student who has a cumulative CSUF grade
point average of 2.5 or better can apply for a position. Undergraduates must carry six or more units,
and graduate students must have at least 3 units.
Applications can be picked up at Titan Student
Union Room 207.

Monster of a Tomato, Pepper Sale
Annual plant sale attracts
seasoned green thumbs, novice
gardeners with rare varieties
By Lisa Maiorana

Daily Titan Staff Writer

The Friends of the Fullerton Arboretum
will host its seventh annual plant sale,
the Monster Tomato and Pepper Sale,
Thursday through Sunday.
One hundred fifty tomato plants and 85
pepper plants will be available.
Many experienced gardeners attend this
event, but amateur gardeners are welcome,
said Mark Costello, manager of Friends of
the Fullerton Arboretum.
Greg Dyment, the arboretum director,
said each year takes on the challenge of
growing the largest tomato.
“Itʼs a pleasure to watch your plant grow
and turn into something,” Dyment said.
Volunteers will help shoppers identify
and locate peppers and tomatoes and can
provide information about the plantʼs history and upkeep.
Among the 150 varieties of tomato
plants available, those featured this year
are a sweet cherry tomato; a large, pearshaped, mahogany tomato; and a large,
plum-shaped tomato, whose seeds come
directly from Italy.
Of the 85 hot and sweet pepper varieties, featured are the yellow peter, a uniquely shaped, hot pepper; the New Mexico 6,
with 6-inch pods and a medium-hot flavor;
and the emerald giant, a thick-walled,
green pepper that sweetens to red when on
the vine.
Volunteers grew the tomato and pepper
plants at the Arboretum nursery, nursery
manager Evie Tyra said.
After 8 to 10 weeks under Arboretum
care, the plants are ready to be sold,
Costello said.
The tomatoes and peppers are 100 percent organically grown, with no pesticides.
One plant costs $2.50, with all the proceeds benefiting the Arboretum.
Last yearʼs sale brought in $35,000, and
the Friends of the Fullerton Arboretum
hope to beat that total this year.
Doors are open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
and parking and admission are free.
For more information, go to http://arboretum.fullerton.edu.

Songha Lee/Daily Titan

PICK A PEPPER PLANT: Eighty five varieties of hot and sweet pepper plants, along with 150 tomato
plants, will be sold Thursday through Sunday at the Fullerton Arboretum.

3

Performing
Arts Catches
Up to Campus
Building Trend
Many colleges are focusing on arts venues
to attract diverse student populations and
to recruit prestigious faculty members
The Associated Press

WILLIAMSTOWN, Mass. – The scientists got their
laboratories, the jocks their plush weight rooms and
climbing walls.
Now, at last, the massive campus building boom of
the last 15 years is getting around to the performing arts.
From big public universities to small liberal arts institutions such as Williams College, schools around the country are throwing unprecedented sums at new and often
architecturally striking arts venues.
The big winners, of course, are student dancers, actors
and musicians. Long accustomed to cramped, dark spaces, many are now enjoying more inspiring quarters, along
with top-of-the-line electronics and acoustic setups. Topshelf artists are taking their tours to campus.
The result, instructors say: Students are simply performing better.
“When you have a great building, you are inspired to
do something great,” said Leon Botstein, conductor of
the American Symphony Orchestra and president of Bard
College in Annandale-on-Hudson, N.Y., which opened
a new arts center in 2003. “For us, the building had the
immediate impact of raising the aspirations of everyone
involved in the arts.”
But schools arenʼt just trying to please their theater
majors. They are looking to these buildings to help attract
students and faculty from a range of fields who are interested in culture, and to make the local college a place to
see a show or concert.
Some of the new structures are the most exotic buildings on campus.
The most unusual include Bardʼs Fisher Center, a
Frank Gehry-designed, soaring, silver wing-like structure, and a new, $50-million theater complex that opened
this fall at Williams. Other schools christening new
theaters recently include Emory University in Atlanta,
$37 million; and the universities of Denver, $70 million;
Notre Dame, $64 million; Maryland, $128 million; and
California, Davis, $46 million.
The University of Virginia, Virginia Tech, Miami of
Ohio and Sonoma State in California are among the many
schools in various stages of planning and fundraising for
new buildings. Princeton has opened a new theater and
recently announced a $101 million gift for the arts.
Yet, in a sense, culture-lovers on campus still are at the
end of the line.
Todayʼs building boom comes well into a run that
began in the early 1990s. Sports centers had more voluble
supporters and offered stronger marketing opportunities.
Competition for more and better students led to cushier
dorms and an arms race of ever-more-luxurious campus
centers. New science and engineering labs offered the
promise of more research grants.
But there are signs students also want more from the
arts at school. While the number of high school SAT-takers expressing interest in pursuing an engineering major
has risen just 4 percent over the last decade, the increase
for the visual arts has been 44 percent, according to an
analysis by Art & Science Group, a consulting firm.
“These colleges want a well-rounded student body,”
said William Rawn, the Boston architect who designed
the Williams facility and has worked on several others.
“They realized they were missing a whole category of
students who, because they were interested in theater,
tended to go to urban schools.”
In fact, city schools like Penn and New York University
SEE THEATERS = PAGE 4
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Seven Gang
Members
Charged in O.C.
Sex Attack
Boyfriend of woman who
was raped angered gang
members, police say
The Associated Press

SANTA ANA – Seven gang
members and three female associates were charged Monday
with raping a woman as the
mother of one suspect allegedly
watched and encouraged the
assault, authorities said.
The 23-year-old victim was
targeted because her boyfriend
had angered members of an
Anaheim gang, authorities
said.
She was lured into a hotel
room by a female gang associate at a Feb. 23 party then sexually assaulted over a seven-hour
period, Anaheim Police Chief
John Welter said.
He called it “one of the worst
rapes Iʼve seen in my 35 years
experience.”
Authorities identified the
38-year-old “gang mother” as
Connie Herrera Retana and
her son as 18-year-old Martin
Carlos Delgado. Police said
the victim was lured into the
room and beaten by 23-year-old
Jolean Disbrow.
“It makes you shake your
head that mothers could be participating,” said Orange County
Assistant District Attorney
Susan Kang Schroeder. “It
shows how a group mentality
can breed disgusting behavior.”
Four suspects were arrested
in Garden Grove driving the
victimʼs car.

The gang members told the
victim that the assault was to
teach her boyfriend a lesson and
that she would be killed if she
reported the crime, Schroeder
said. Authorities declined to say
what the victimʼs boyfriend had
done.
Along with Retana, Delgado
and Disbrow, those arrested
were identified as Jesse Bess,
23; Randy Calderon, 18; Keizzy
Fierro, 22; Adrian Flores, 18;
Raymond Jaramillo, 19; Luis
Nava, 19; and Gilbert Ortiz, 15.
One suspect, identified as 19year-old Oscar Jose “Sporty”
Barajas, remained at large.
Each defendant was charged
with four counts of forcible
rape in concert. Each also faces
one count of false imprisonment by violence, forcible oral
copulation and forcible sexual
penetration by a foreign object
by force, prosecutors said.
All but Fierro were charged
with dissuading a witness from
reporting a crime and criminal street gang activity. Fierro
and two others were charged
with receiving stolen property – the victimʼs car. Delgado
was charged with one count of
unlawful taking of a vehicle.
They were each being held
in lieu of $100,000 bail, with
arraignment expected Friday.
The maximum penalties the
defendants face if convicted
range from 52 years to life to
184 years to life.
It wasnʼt immediately known
whether any of the defendants
have retained attorneys. A message could not be left at the
county public defenderʼs office
late Monday.
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and frustrations caused
by school or workload
may be helped by being
discussed face to face.
Other problems however,
regarding private family
issues or struggling with
relationship problems,
may be more comfortably discussed through
the online service because
the individual may be
more likely to open up
and be honest if they do
not feel the threat of being
exposed and having their

privacy violated,” Jalali
said.
This online service
was also created to save
time. Passalacqua said
that though many students would prefer to talk
about their problems face
to face, it takes more time
to schedule the appointments. Students can access
the Internet any time, but
the office is only open
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
“I believe it would help
males who are too proud
to ask for help…. This
also helps to cut down the
wait time,” said Raymond
Lee Yong, 26, an advertising major.

THEATERS
FROM PAGE 3

have been surging in popularity not
only among arts students but overall,
and rivals in quieter places are eager
to persuade applicants they wonʼt
have to give up civilization to come
there.
“Notre Dame is assuming the
responsibility of bringing some of
the benefits of a large metropolitan
area, like Chicago or New York, to
the community,” said Dan Saracino,
assistant provost for enrollment
there.
The $64 million DeBartolo Center,
now in its second academic year, has
already enticed Wynton Marsalis,
the New York Philharmonic and the
Soweto Gospel Choir to play in
South Bend, Ind.
Performing arts buildings are also
a weapon in the recruiting wars: the
ever-intensifying battles for the best
professors.
“A lot of schools have as their
goal to be a top-20 research institution,” said Stan Boles, a Portland,
Ore., architect who specializes in
theater design. “To get there, itʼs not
just having the research buildings,
itʼs having the faculty. And theyʼre
interested in what itʼs going to be
like to live there.”
Though arts supporters may be
less numerous than sports fans,
many have deep pockets. The ven-
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NUTRITION
FROM PAGE 1
instead.
The most important advice that Laven
had to offer was to drink more water.
“Drink half an ounce of water per
pound of body weight,” Laven said.
This might sound like a lot now,
but it will become easier to do with
practice.
Although National Nutrition month
may not get as much notoriety as it
should, itʼs still important to become as
educated as possible on the subject.
“To be honest with you, I didnʼt
even know there was such thing as a
National Nutrition Month,” said Jana
Castro, a senior liberal studies major.

ues are enormously expensive – particularly at colleges determined to
build something memorable. The
curving, silver roof pieces of Bardʼs
$62-million Fisher Center soar out
of a wooded hill on campus; the
Williams building features a giant
sliding door that separates one of the
theaters from the outside hallway.
Many schools, meanwhile, are
complementing main stages with
more intimate “black box” theaters
for student productions. Marylandʼs
Clarice Smith Performing Arts
Center has 10 interconnected buildings and takes up 17 acres. And
even after theaters are built, colleges
may find themselves continuing to
subsidize them for years to attract
top talent and keep prices affordable
for students.
Susan Farr, executive director of Marylandʼs Clarice Smith
Performing Arts Center, says administrators there realized Maryland
could be a great research center but
not a great university unless it made
a major commitment to the arts.
Smaller schools, meanwhile, pride
themselves on a broad, liberal education and think of the arts as an area
where they can offer a distinctive
experience.
“The digital age is a cold age,
and live performance is a warm
medium,” said Herb Allen, a Wall
Street financier who gave $20 million for the project at Williams, his
alma mater. “I thought if a school
is dedicated to campus and campus life, the more it can expand its

Several Cal State Fullerton students
had never heard of the monthlong
observance, however itʼs not at all
impossible to find out about these kinds
of monthly events.
“We are in a computer age,” Laven
said. “Get online and look up info.”
Thanks to the Internet, it has become
extremely easy for students to learn
more about everything going on in
todayʼs world.
If students start to recognize
unhealthy habits now and slowly start
to change them, it will lead to a much
healthier future for them.
“Everything in your body happens
for a reason, so remember to always listen to your body,” Laven said. “Donʼt
ignore the various signs because it
never goes away and the body never
forgets.”

Photo Provided by Public Affairs

VIEW FROM THE STAGE: The Meng Concert Hall is one of the halls
in CSUFʼs recently opened Performing Arts Center.
warmth, the more itʼs going to be
perceived and received by the people
who go there.”
With their course load and social
calendars, many students arenʼt taking full advantage of the new buildings, and itʼs community members
who are filling seats. But that can
be good too. At Western Carolina
University – an arts-heavy school
with a 340-person marching band
and a $30 million facility that opened
last fall – Chancellor John Bardo
says one goal of the building is to tie
the community to the growing population of retirees in the area.

“Is someone who grew up in Ohio
and moves here going to support
our athletics right off?” he said.
“Probably not. But they will support
the arts.”
Sam Bogan, a junior trumpet
player at Western Carolina, said heʼs
already seeing promising music students more seriously consider the
school now.
“Itʼs definitely easy to be proud
when thereʼs something like the
trumpet festival in there,” said he
said. “Itʼs nice to know thereʼs a
community thatʼs trying to build up
the arts program.”
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Titan Equestrian Team
Advances to Sacramento
CSUF riders place high in
events, move on to Zone
Eight Championship
By Andy Stowers

Daily Titan Staff Writer

Despite only having seven players in just their second season as
a team, the Cal State Fullerton
equestrian team will be sending
two competitors to the Zone 8
Championship Horse Show in
Sacramento on April 9 and 10.
Lizz Braley and Michelle
Young will represent the Titans
after placing high enough in their
regional event earlier this month.
Young placed second in her event,
Intermediate Over Fences, and
Braley placed first in English
Novice Equitation Flat and fourth
in Intermediate Two Horsemanship.
The top two riders in each event
will move on to the zone event,
giving both competitors a chance
to represent CSUF.
Braley broke down in tears of
excitement after winning.
“My mom said she has never
seen a bigger grin on my face than
when I won,” Braley said.
She already knew that Young
was going to compete in the zone

event because her event took place
earlier in the day. After hearing
her name called for first place she
was thrilled to be able to go with a
teammate.
“We donʼt have a coach, we
donʼt ride together, and we are
still able to go,” Braley said. “It is
amazing.”
Zone 8 will be represented by
eight states, covering most of the
western United States. There are
nine zones throughout the country
and Zone 8 is the largest.
The only NCAA lettering equestrian team that will attend from
Zone 8 is Fresno State, which has
over 100 riders.
The CSUF team plans to travel
together to Sacramento and hopes
to get funding from Associated
Students Inc. in order to pay for
the event. Team newcomer Shaina
FeldmaN, who is going to be traveling to the Zone 8 Championship
Horse Show with her team to support her fellow teammates, has
found a new love for horse shows
through her involvement with the
equestrian team at CSUF.
“Competing on the team is so
much fun,” Feldman said. “I used
to show when I was in junior
high. It wasnʼt about how well you
rode, about how much money you

had. Because you have a draw and
everyone rides the same horse itʼs
about how well you ride.”
Feldman said that though there
is competition between her teammates, they all root for each other.
In order to compete in the
regional and zone events in equestrian riding they must accumulate
enough points throughout the season to be invited. Because it was
the first year for the CSUF team
and there were many rain-outs on
the events, the Titans were unable
to collect enough points to be able
to send any riders to the events.
The team did not have any qualifiers to the zone event last season.
In their second season as a
team, the Titans have turned things
around and are training even more
in order to be able to compete at a
higher level.
For team captain Laura Piper, the
persistence to establish the team at
CSUF and continue to be a big part
of it despite suffering a seasonending injury before the season
began has paid dividends for her as
well as the rest of the team.
“I am so excited about this, it
gives us bragging rights,” Piper
said. “Look how far weʼve come
in just our second year. We are not
just some small team.”

Provided By Lizz Braley

HORSES OF COURSES: Lizz Braley placed first in the English Novice Flat and will ride in the Zone 8
Championship Horse Show in Sacramento.

NCAA Tournament Set to Start; Selections in Question
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS - The top seeds
for the NCAA tournament went
as predicted: Duke, Connecticut,
Villanova and Memphis.
As for the rest of the 65-team
field, it was tougher to decipher a
method to the madness.
Though the Big East had a record
eight teams make the tournament
field, most thought it deserved a
ninth.
While the mid-major confer-

ences made major inroads in the
at-large process, several teams still
were overlooked.
No. 6 George Washington, at
26-2 with the best record in the
tournament, drew only an eight
seed in the Atlanta Regional and
potentially faces a top-10 matchup
against top-seeded Duke in the
second round.
And big-name teams such as
Michigan, Cincinnati and Maryland
were left out completely.
There were enough complaints
with Sundayʼs selections to rile up
even the apparent winners.

“I think weʼre excited we finally
got an at-large team in,” Colonial
Athletic Association commissioner
Thomas Yeager said. “But itʼs been
bittersweet because we thought we
had a third team that looked very
much like, if not better, than some
of the teams that got in.”
The questions ranged from
minuscule to extraordinary.
By taking so many Big East
teams, the selection committee
nearly had to change its policy. Had
Cincinnati (19-12), which seemed
a virtual lock before Syracuseʼs
surprising run to the Big East title,

gotten in, the committee would
have altered a rule prohibiting conference teams from facing each
other before the regional finals.
Chairman Craig Littlepage said
there was a contingency plan in
place that would have given the
committee more flexibility.
Instead, the committee used
its last two at-large selections on
Bradley (20-10) of the Missouri
Valley Conference, expected to
make it, and Air Force (24-6), a
major surprise. Both were seeded
13th in their respective regions.
“We had a discussion and the
questions that were asked were
similar to `Who is tough?ʼ or `Who
is another team you wouldnʼt want
to play?ʼ” Littlepage said. “Air
Force provided us with some
unique things. I think there were
enough things to grab onto that this
was a solid selection.”
At Cincinnati, Littlepageʼs
explanation was met with dismay.
“I thought, honestly, weʼd be in
the 10, 11 range,” Bearcats interim
coach Andy Kennedy said. “For us
to be completely off the board is
shocking.”
A few things did go as planned.
Duke earned its 10th No. 1 seed,
tying North Carolinaʼs record,
while UConn earned a top seed for
the fourth time. Duke and UConn
were the only teams ranked No. 1
this year.
Villanova and Memphis are both
making their first appearance at
No. 1 even though Allan Rayʼs eye
injury created a discussion about
dropping the Wildcats a notch.
The committee has used injuries
to dock other teams, but Littlepage
said the committee decided against
doing it this time. Losses by Ohio
State and Texas in their conference finals also helped Villanovaʼs
case.
“At the end of it, we felt like
this was a good basketball team

even without him, and he probably makes them a great team,”
Littlepage said.
As usual, the biggest conferences dominated the 34 at-large picks.
The Big Ten and Southeastern each
had six teams, second to the Big
East, while the Atlantic Coast, Big
12 and Pac-10 all had four.
The mid-majors also made
progress. Among the new multibid leagues were the MVC (four)
and the Colonial (two), although
both commissioners had hoped for

“It’s something that’s
evolved, and something
we should feel very
good about.”
Craig Littlepage
Selection Committee
Chairman

more. Utah State, which was left
out in 2004 despite being ranked in
the Top 25, also made it this time.
“Itʼs something thatʼs evolved,
and something we should feel very
good about,” Littlepage said.
Duke (30-3) opens the tournament Thursday in nearby
Greensboro, N.C., against Southern
University. Texas, the No. 2 seed,
plays Pennsylvania in Dallas. The
other games in that regional are
at Jacksonville, Fla., and Auburn
Hills, Mich., where third-seeded
Iowa, the Big Ten champion, faces
No. 14 Northwestern State.
Memphis (30-3), which lost one
game in Conference USA this season, leads the Oakland Regional
and plays Oral Roberts, which was
last in the tournament in 1984, in
Dallas. UCLA was the No. 2 seed

and the Pac-10 champions face
tournament newcomer Belmont
at San Diego. At Salt Lake City,
third-seeded Gonzaga goes against
Atlantic-10 champion Xavier and
at Auburn Hills, fourth-seeded
Kansas will play Bradley.
Connecticut is the top seed in
the Washington Regional. The
Huskies (27-3), who were beaten
by Syracuse in the Big East quarterfinals, play Albany, the only
other team making its first appearance, in Philadelphia. The other
game has eighth-seeded Kentucky
against No. 9 UAB. Illinois, last
yearʼs national runner-up and
a fourth seed, faces No. 13 Air
Force.
Tennessee, the second seed,
plays Winthrop in Greensboro.
At Dayton, defending champion
North Carolina is the third seed
against Murray State.
Villanova (24-4) is the top seed
in the Minneapolis Regional. The
Wildcats will open in their home
city of Philadelphia against the
winner of Tuesday nightʼs openinground game between Monmouth
and Hampton. The other game
in that doubleheader has eighthseeded Arizona against No. 9
Wisconsin.
This will be the 27th tournament
for Arizona coach Lute Olson,
tying him with Dean Smith and
Bob Knight for the most in NCAA
history. It is Olsonʼs 22nd straight
appearance with Arizona, moving
him within one of Smithʼs record
set at North Carolina from 197597.
Ohio State is the second seed;
the Buckeyes play No. 15 Davidson
in Dayton. Third-seeded Florida,
which repeated as Southeastern
Conference tournament champions
on Sunday, plays in Jacksonville
against No. 14 South Alabama.
The Final Four is April 1 and 3
in Indianapolis.
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TITAN EDITORIAL

Providing insight, analysis and perspective since 1960

OPINION

Daily Titan Staff Writer

A

few months ago
the
Supreme
Court passed on
the opportunity to
hear a case involving the student newspaper at
Governorʼs State University in
Illinois.
After printing articles critical
of the universityʼs administration, school officials demanded that articles written for the
student paper be reviewed by
administration officials before
publication.
The students challenged the
policy, alleging that their First
Amendment rights had been
violated.
They initially won the case,
however the Seventh Circuit
Court of Appeals reversed the
decision of the lower courts,
stating that the university had a
right to censor student publications that were paid for by the
university.
The court based its logic on
a previous case in which the
court ruled that high schools
had the right to censor their
student press.
In light of the decision by the
seventh circuit, two California
State lawmakers, Joe Nation
(D-Marin) and Leland Yee (DSan Francisco) have introduced
legislation that would explicitly
grant First Amendment protec-

tion to student speech on UC,
CSU and community college
campuses across the state.
In effect, this legislation
explicitly bans prior restraint
by school officials.
It seems obvious why a
university should be given a
free and open forum to discuss
ideas.
The cornerstone of learning
is free and open discussion.
Whether the ideas discussed
are popular is irrelevant.
Students need to have access
to a forum that discusses ideas
and thoughts that students are
having, as well as a forum
to discuss the community and
the things in it that affect students.
Without a forum for student voices, their knowledge
of their college community is
reduced to press releases and
official statements.
Itʼs about time that state
officials recognized, explicitly,
that administrators canʼt usurp
our First Amendment rights to
suit their official purposes.
Lawmakers Yee and Nation
should be congratulated on
their efforts to uphold free
speech for every member of
our campus community.
And for treating college students like citizens instead of
troublesome children.

Editorial Board
Philip Fuller, Opinion Editor
Nicole M. Smith, Executive Editor
Kim Orr, Managing Editor
In deference to the paradigm established by venerable Swiss philosopher Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, unsigned Titan Editorials strive to represent the general will of the Daily
Titan editorial board and do not necessarily reflect the view of the university.
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One MySpace Holdout Gives In
By Jason Eichelberger

LAWMAKERS SAY
YES TO FREE SPEECH
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The date was December 11, 2004.
For weeks, I maintained that I would
not be like everyone else. There was
no way that I would give in. It was
just a passing fad, something that
would only be around for a couple
of months and then slip away from
the publicʼs consciousness. After
being bombarded with requests and
questions as to why I had not caved
in, and done what seemingly the
entire world had done, the temptation began to get the better of me
and I finally succumbed. A couple strokes on my keyboard and it
became official: I had done the absolute unthinkable; I joined MySpace.
But not to worry, there was no way
that it would consume my time and

energy like a bloodthirsty mosquito.
I promised myself that I would use it
only occasionally and would never
become addicted like many others.
Never. Not Me.
If this sounds like a familiar conversation that youʼve had with yourself, itʼs ok. Youʼre not alone.
Every day, thousands of people
around the world tell themselves
the exact same thing and moments
later they end up doing the exact
opposite. Sacrifices of enormous
magnitudes have been made to
accommodate the daily need for
MySpace. For some, sunlight and
exercise have become afterthoughts
as people of all ages spend countless
hours putting their fingers through a
vigorous workout of leaving comments, messages, blogs and bulletins. MySpace has indeed consumed
a great number of people, and with

each passing day, more will join.
The question then becomes: What
aspects of MySpace are making it a
positive cultural phenomenon that is
sweeping the globe?
MySpace has become one of the
premier avenues of meeting people
from all over the world and of
expressing creative talents. It has
taken basic instant messaging a
step further, by allowing people to
see pictures, read personal information, and display all the characteristics that make them unique.
The Web site also allows people to
reunite with long lost friends and
relatives. Since joining on that fateful December day, I have reunited
with many people I thought I would
never talk to again, including a former elementary school classmate,
currently living in the Philippines,
who I had not heard from since the

second grade.
MySpace is also an incredibly
good networking tool. Musicians and
entertainers use it to plug upcoming
concerts and albums. Local artists,
seeking to make it big, have used
the Web site as an invaluable tool
to help launch and promote their
music. MySpace has even become
a powerful tool for business professionals and older adults looking to
keep in touch with business contacts
and friends.
There are some dangers about
the website that younger people
should be well informed about, but
if monitored and used appropriately,
MySpace can be an excellent way
for people to carve out their own
niche in the world. To those who
are still holding out, I invite you to
join. The world is waiting to get to
know you.

not trying to instigate race wars, and
Iʼm certainly not trying to end up
face down in a dumpster full of dirty
diapers and old McDonaldʼs meat.
What I am saying, though, is that it
isnʼt the idea of stereotypes I hate.
As an equatist, I promote them for
humorʼs sake.
What I hate are stereotypes themselves. I hate Asians who are good
at math, bad at driving and obsessive about pleasing their overbearing parents. I hate black people
who donʼt smile in pictures, are
lazy, and blame “whitey” for all
their problems. I hate white people
who judge you on whether youʼre
a “Ford or Chevy man,” who canʼt
dance, and who mow the lawn on
Saturday morning while smoking a
pipe before going jogging in those
really short shorts. I never cared
for the Italians who pretend to be in
the Mafia, Irish folk who use their
ethnicity as an excuse for their predilection toward drinking, or French
people who act snooty towards fat
American tourists because we are
ignorant. I hate American tourists
who donʼt do the research before
they visit the country and enact a

sense of entitlement because “we
saved their butts in World War
Whatever.” I hate girls who canʼt
throw a ball because theyʼre “girls.”
I hate hippies for hating loggers,
and loggers for hating hippies. Did
I mention that I despise American
Indians who drink all day, donʼt
have jobs, and abuse their wives and
children? I would never invite over
for Christmas dinner a person of
any religious ideology who waved
it in other peopleʼs faces like some
sort of royal banner. The same goes
for people who look down on other
sports teams based purely on geography. I wouldnʼt shop at the mall
with a priest who molested little
boys, or a cop who beats on minorities. I especially wouldnʼt go anywhere near a mall with any minority
who vociferously maintained that
they were the targets of minorityhating cops and had never been
beaten themselves. I hate journalists
who are “snarky,” TV characters
that are “glib” and “self aware.”
And most of all, I hate little, white
Orange County girls who aspire to
be Paris Hilton.
Iʼve never professed to be world-

ly, though I have done my fair share
of “wanderinʼ” in my time, and have
come across a multitude of different
people as unique as they are similar.
There are so many good, wonderful
people who are black, brown, tan,
yellow, white, and orange (aforementioned Paris Hilton looking girls
with those icky tans), that we tend to
lump them in with their idiot counterparts, and that is just screwing the
whole damn system up. Any one of
the previously mentioned, cloying
stereotypes should have no input
on todayʼs “evolved” society, and
yet weʼve seemingly elected these
“castes” as representatives for our
respective peoples. Then again, considering how much input we afford
these stereotypes, and how readily
we believe the worst of every ethnic groups multi-natured factions,
maybe Iʼm wrong and these stereotypes arenʼt stereotypes at all.
Maybe I, with my indifference to
carmakers, willingness to feel the
rhythm of a song, and never having
mowed a Saturday morning lawn
with a pipe or short shorts is what is
wrong with America. But somehow,
I donʼt think so.

The Worst Stereotypes Are True
Jeff Cares

Having grown
up in a town that
was split down
the line between
hippies and loggers – a place
where Mexicans
were as plentiful
as unicorns (that
is to say there
Jeff Klima werenʼt any) – I
have developed
Humor
certain ethnic
Columnist
tastes and “value
judgments,” if
you will.
As
an
Equatist, this is atypical of my
everyday thinking. Equatism, for
those of you who have been living
on Mars with your head up your
ass, is the existence of one who recognizes that differences – good and
bad – between races, creeds, sexes
and sects exist but does not care.
As an equatist, my existence has
forced me to finally realize that
above all, I hate stereotypes. Iʼm
not speaking figuratively here. Iʼm
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