
Gas prices are going up and 
there is no sign of ease at the 
pump anytime soon. In the last 
two weeks gas prices have risen 
over 40 cents. 

The debate on whether to 
take summer classes at Cal 
State Fullerton is a tough deci-

sion for sociology major Evelyn 
Sandoval, who commutes from 
East Los Angeles.

Repeal on tax breaks for last 
yearʼs legislation and granting 
wavers to speed up the per-
mit process for refineries were 
some alternatives proposed by 
President Bush Tuesday.  

Experts believe the presi-
dentʼs proposals will do little to 
keep gas prices down.

“Anyone who tells you what 
will happen with gas prices 
is lying,” said Victor Brajer, 
economics professor at CSUF. 
“Two years ago gas prices were 
about $1.77 per gallon and they 

seemed high,” he continued.
CSUF alumnus Tifany Li 

said, “I just hope the price goes 
down,” as she finished pumping 
at the Chevron station on the 
corner of Placentia Avenue and 
Yorba Linda Boulevard, where 
the price for regular unleaded 
totaled $3.25 on Thursday.

Li graduated from CSUF in 
2002 with a degree in manage-
ment information systems. She 
said she has few options if none 
to save on gas as she spends 
$100 to fill up the tank twice 

egan s̓ Law can inform 
Fullerton residents of 
registered sex offend-
ers in the area, but the 
high-tech crimes unit 

of the Fullerton Police Department 
can help convict new felons by help-
ing to retrieve evidence  of digital 
crime. 

Detectives Tom Fullerton and 
Andrew Goodrich handle every-
thing from identity theft to fraud 
to pedophile activity, as long as the 
crime utilized digital information. 

In 2002, police Chief Pat McKinley 
saw a need for a unit that specialized 
in information technology, digital 
hardware and other high-tech media 
because of a growing trend in crimi-
nology that involved the use of such 
apparatuses.  

“We are here to assist the regular 
detectives with the high-tech element 
of any crime they are investigating,” 
Fullerton said. “If they arrest a child 
molester and it turns out they have a 
computer, memory card or cell phone 
or anything that may have digital evi-
dence, we retrieve that off the digital 
equipment or hardware.”

The extent of high tech crime is 
not always as obvious as child por-
nography on the computer of a sus-
pected pedophile. The department s̓ 
forensics laboratory can delve into 
a variety of data including spread-
sheets, chat logs and Web sites. 

“A computer can be a lot of dif-
ferent things for a lot of different 

crimes,” Goodrich said. “A domestic 
violence case could [involve] threat-
ening e-mails. Kids may use the net 
in threatening to blow up their school 
or kill another student.”

Both detectives agreed that the 
computer encompasses so many fac-
ets of everyday life. This cultural 
aspect makes the high tech crime 
industry a vast one.

Goodrich said despite the diverse 
types of cases they see, issues revolv-
ing around child pornography are 
still the most common.  

“In a case where there s̓ child 
molestation, there is a decent chance 
there is child porn on [the suspects] 
computer,” he said. 

Although the detectives primar-
ily work on reported crimes, they 
are planning more proactive mea-
sure in the future. Fullerton, refer-
encing popular segments on shows 
like 60 Minutes and 20/20, said the 
department is considering a sting-like 

operation that would catch would-be 
perpetrators in the act.  

The next most common crime 
is computer fraud, Goodrich said. 
Identity theft, online bank and credit 
card scams and even eBay fraud are 
things the unit deals with often.  

The division sees many cases in 
which a driving license is obtained to 
create fake accounts or information is 
stolen that allow criminals to tap into 
people s̓ real accounts.  Fullerton has 
dealt with even more blatant cases.

“I once had a gentlemen come in 
[to the station] asking about an e-
mail he received saying he had won 
the international lottery,” Fullerton 
said. “They said all they needed 
was his bank information to wire 
him his money. We checked out the 
company and did some research and 
found fraud case after fraud case filed 
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MONDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 76 Low: 58

TUESDAY

Partly Cloudy 
High: 74 Low: 56

WEDNESDAY

Mostly Sunny
High: 75 Low: 53

THURSDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 72 Low: 53

NEWS

OC Group 
Rallies for 
Marijuana

he Orange 
County chapter 
of the National 
Organization for 

the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws held a rally Saturday 
on the Huntington Beach 
Pier to support legalizing 
marijuana and inform peo-
ple about its positive uses. 

A group of around 17 
people including members 
and walk-up volunteers held 
signs, passed out fliers and 
informational DVDs, talked 
to passersby and took dona-
tions for the organization. 

The main goal of the rally 
was to raise public aware-
ness about the legislation 
and regulations regarding 
marijuana. The groupʼs 

mission is to persuade 
California to follow the 
stateʼs laws regarding can-
nabis and patients  ̓ rights 
for the medical use of can-
nabis, said the groupʼs Web 
master Mark Fitt. 

The group doesnʼt advo-
cate breaking laws, but 
believes the police should 
stop arresting adults and put 
marijuana use low on the 
list of crimes.

They support the idea 
that marijuana is safer than 
alcohol because users are 
able to stop using when 
they wish. Fitt said the 
punishments should be the 
same for drugs and alcohol 
and added that the group 
encourages people not to 
combine the two. 

Paul Miller, the Cal 
State Fullerton director of 
Disabled Student Services, 
said the biggest drug abuse 
problem on campus comes 
from alcohol not marijuana. 

HONK FOR HEMP: Orange County chapter of the National Organization for the Reform of Marijuana Laws 
protestors hold signs in support of legalizing marijuana during a day-long rally held at the Huntington Beach 
Pier on Sunday

Kirk Dingley/Daily Titan 

Proponents of illegal 
drug say it’s safer than 
alcohol, non-addictive

By Sara Havlena
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

Cruising 
Toward 
Victory

SEE REFORM = PAGE 4 

al State Fullerton aspiring 
engineers have the oppor-
tunity to create their own 
designs and models in the 
mechanical engineering 

program. 
The engineering projects are divided 

into four groups. The groups created 
four separate design teams: the Human 
Powered Vehicle, the Mini Baja, the 
Hovercraft and the Air Cargo Team. 
Each team has a minimum of four 
designers and a maximum of seven. 

On Saturday, students from the 
Mechanical Engineering Department 
competed against other students in a 
nationwide competition for their cre-
ation of a human powered vehicle at 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 

Team members created the vehicle 
from scratch during their two-semester 
design project, which must work prop-
erly, for their graduation requirement. 

This human powered vehicle was 
created to compete for the best possible 
speed. The gear ratio is 1-to-13 while 
the average bike gear ratio is 1-to-5. 

The Mini Baja team created an off-
highway car that would be able to 
compete and succeed in the Society 
of Automotive Engineer challenge. 
This competition is also a yearly event 
where students from colleges across 
the nations compete. 

There will be 86 teams competing 
May 11 to 13. 

Other factors that go into creating 
the ultimate off-road vehicle include 
design, engineering economics and 
analysis.

“This competition would help CSUF 
in becoming recognized for its mechan-
ical engineering program and hopeful-
ly draw more interest to the program,” 
said Jason Mena, team captain for the 
Mini Baja team.This year, three engi-
neering students said they set out to 
accomplish something no other CSUF 
students have done before. The goal in 
this teamʼs project was to complete a 
fully functional personal hovercraft. 

Aspiring engineers test drive 
human-powered vehicles at 

national competition

By Naomi Greenberg
For the Daily Titan

CYBER COPS: Detectives in a special division of the Fullerton Police 
Department assist officers with the ʻhigh-tech element.ʼ

Kevin Rogers/Daily Titan 

High-tech Crime Thwarted
Fullerton detectives hope to 
use Internet to catch cyber 
criminals before they act

By Jickie Torres
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

SEE ENGINEER = PAGE 3 

Writer’s Share Tips 
During Workshop

The 13th annual National 
Writers Workshop was 
held on Saturday at Cal 
State Fullerton where stu-
dents, teachers, writers and 
reporters received “indi-
vidual tips that writers can 
apply to their writing,” said 
Ken Brusic, editor for the 
Orange County Register.

Eighteen speakers from 
different newspapers and 
organizations spoke to 
writers on their experiences 
within their industry.

“Anyone attending this 
event will get a sense of 
possibility,” Brusic said. 

“The ideas of understand-
ing how powerful stories 
are in the lives of people.”

Featured speakers 
included Bill Plaschke, a 
sports columnist from the 
Los Angeles Times, Joe 
Hight, managing editor for 
the Oklahoman, Jon Macks, 
staff writer for The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno and 
many more.

The Orange County 
Register, CSUF and the 
Poytner Institute sponsored 
the event. 

More that 300 people 
attended the event. 

This is CSUFʼs fourth 
year hosting the event and 

Rising gas costs puts 
stress on commuters 
trying to foot the bill 

By Alma Sanchez 
For the Daily Titan

SEE WRITERS = PAGE 3 

SEE POLICE= PAGE 4 

By Stacy Serna
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

Pumps Persistent Problem

SEE OIL = PAGE 3 
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Iraqi Leader is ‘Optimistic’
BAGHDAD, Iraq – President Jalal Talabani met with rep-

resentatives of seven armed groups and is optimistic they may 
agree to lay down their weapons, his office said Sunday. It was 
the first time a senior Iraqi official has acknowledged talks with 
insurgents.

However, Talabani did not identify the groups or specify 
when and where the meeting took place. The spokesman of one 
major insurgent group, the Islamic Army in Iraq, said his orga-
nization had not taken part in such a meeting.

Rebels Reject Negotiations
ABUJA, Nigeria – Sudanese rebels rejected a proposal to 

end the bloodshed in the Darfur region on Sunday, throwing 
into question the outcome of yet another series of negotiations 
to put a stop to fighting that has left tens of thousands of people 
dead.

The rebels called for changes to the deal hours before an 
African Union deadline – and after the Sudanese government 
indicated it would accept the proposal.

Protest Gains Momentum
NEW YORK – Today has been set aside for immigrants to 

boycott work, school and shopping to show how much they 
matter to their communities. 

Some will work but buy nothing today. Others will protest 
at lunch breaks or at rallies after work. There will be church 
services, candlelight vigils, picnics and human chains.

The range of activities shows both how powerful the immi-
grants  ̓rights movement has become in a matter of weeks, and 
that organizers donʼt yet have a clear focus on its next step.

Rice’s Judgement Criticized
WASHINGTON – Just back from Baghdad and eager to dis-

cuss promising developments, Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice found herself knocked off message Sunday, forced to 
defend prewar planning and troop levels against an unlikely 
critic – Colin Powell, her predecessor at the State Department.

For the Bush administration, it was a rare instance of in-house 
dissenter going public.

Death Penalty ‘Dysfuntional’
SAN FRANCISCO – The chief justice of the California 

Supreme Court said the stateʼs death penalty has become “dys-
functional” and blamed lawmakers for looking the other way as 
650 condemned inmates idle on death row. 

Ronald George said in an interview with The Associated 
Press that the Legislatureʼs inability to adequately fund capital 
punishment has led to a de facto moratorium on executions in 
California.

Although California has the nationʼs largest death row, there 
are no executions in sight as a federal judge considers whether 
the three-drug cocktail used to put inmates to death here is 
unconstitutionally cruel.

OUT
N’ ABOUT  

   ON CAMPUS

If you would like to submit an 
event to Out n  ̓About please 
e-mail news@dailytitan.com

IN
OTHER NEWS
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MONDAY: At 11:26 a.m., a 
black purse was reported stolen 
from an office in College Park. 
University Police took a report.

The door of a car parked in 
aisle B of the Nutwood Parking 
Structure was reported to be open 
at 8:29 p.m., and the reporting 
party requested that an officer 
investigate the circumstances.

TUESDAY: Graffiti was found 
in the Humanities Building and in 
University Hall.

At 9:08 p.m., a vehicle parked 
in the Nutwood Parking Structure 
was reported to have been van-
dalized. University Police took a 
report.

WEDNESDAY: A suspicious 
man was reported to be near the 
cross streets of Yorba Linda and 
State College boulevards, about 
100 feet east of State College on 
the south side of Yorba Linda. 
The man was walking through a 
parking lot with his hands in his 
pockets, checking out the parked 
vehicles. The caller said the man 
possibly was casing the vehicles. 
University Police took a report.

THURSDAY: Calls for medi-
cal aid were placed at 9:25 a.m. 
and 11:08 a.m. The first call was 
placed at the Visual Arts Building 
for a pregnant woman in her 20s 
requesting to be escorted to the 
Health Center. University Police 
assisted her. The second call was 
placed at the Humanities Building 
for a woman in the restroom 
who was feeling faint. She did 
not request that medics be sent to 
assist her. University Police took 
a report.

At 9:26 p.m., a call was placed 
from Lot E reporting that a car 
hit a pedestrian. The female, who 
appeared to be in her late 20s, 
was conscious and breathing. She 
sustained only minor injuries to 
her arm, which were caused after 
impact when she hit the hood of 
the female driverʼs white Ford 
Mustang convertible, rolled off the 
hood, and fell to the ground, said 
officer Pena, who responded to 
the scene. 

Pena said the driver was stopped 
facing west at the opening of a 
row, getting ready to make a left 
turn. The pedestrian was walking 
northbound. The driver acceler-
ated slightly to make her turn, 
but braked immediately when she 
saw the pedestrian. The car and 
the pedestrian then made contact, 
Pena said.

The pedestrian was released after 
being evaluated by firefighters at 

the scene, but was taken to a hos-
pital by ambulance to be checked 
out. The driver left after insurance 
information was exchanged, but 
not before apologizing multiple 
times to the pedestrian.

Even though two vehicles were 
not involved, the incident was 
treated like a traffic accident, Pena 
said. Both parties involved were 
CSUF students coming from their 
classes, Pena said.

FRIDAY: Two stolen vehicles 
were reported. The first vehicle was 
reported stolen from the dorms  ̓
parking structure. The caller said 
that he had parked his vehicle on 
the second level the day before, but 
there was only broken glass where 
his car should have been when he 
returned a day after. University 
Police took a report. The second 
vehicle had been parked in Lot E. 
University Police took a report.

SATURDAY: Two calls for 
medical aid were placed. The first 
call was placed at 9:45 a.m. from 
the cross street of South Campus 
and West Campus drives. An elder-
ly woman fell out of her wheel-
chair and was experiencing pain 
in her shoulder University Police 
took a report. 

The second call was placed at 
9:54 a.m. from the Fallen David 
statue after a runner fainted. 
University Police took a report.

COP
BLOTTER

THIS WEEK: Spring Dance 
Theater coordinated by Gladys 
Kares in the Little Theatre in the 
Performing Arts Center. “The poet-
ry of the foot, the child of music 
and love and a series of journeys 
to the light fantastic-every per-
formance is a new adventure and 
every dance captures a moment 
in time that will never, ever be 
recreated.” $9 admission or $8 
with advance Titan discount. Visit 
www.fullerton.edu/arts/events/ for 
show times. 

TODAY: Free BMX stunt show. 
Noon to 1 p.m. in the Quad. Call 
(714) 278-4219 for additional 
information.

THURSDAY: Free movie screen-
ing. “Brokeback Mountain” will be 
shown in the Titan Student Union 
from 6 to 9 p.m.  Free student 
admission. 

WEDNESDAY: “First Wednesdays 
at The Lab Anti-Mall.” Independent 
films, open mic poetry, mono-
logues, art, photography and local 
musical artists are presented every 
first Wednesday of the month. Free 
event. Visit www.thelab.com for 
additional information.

WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY: 
Comedian Pablo Francisco per-
forms at the Irvine Improv. $22 
admission.  Visit  www.improv2.
com://irvine.html for additional 
information.

SATURDAY: Dance Day at the 
Main Beach Park in Laguna Beach 
continues the tradition with a day-
long celebration of dance. 4:30 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Free admission. 

DANCING LASSIES
Laura Burke goes over program information with performers Natalie Minguez and 
Shannon Mora during “A Night in Fullerton.” Performers danced at the Larson 
Academy of Irish Dance Friday evening.  

Irvina Kanarek/Daily Titan
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New Version of Anthem Debated

A Spanish version of the nation-
al anthem aired Friday on radio 
stations nationwide. 

But people were quick to voice 
their criticism of the anthem, 
which is performed by a group 
of Latino singers including Ivy 
Queen, Gloria Trevi, Franco de 
Vita and Kalimba. 

“I think that people who want to 
be a citizen of this country ought 
to learn English, and they ought to 
learn to sing the national anthem 
in English,” said President Bush 

in an article published by the Los 
Angeles Times on Saturday.

The song was aired a few days 
before the national boycott to sup-
port immigration, putting pressure 
on the legislation debate concern-
ing immigrant rights that resumes 
today in the Senate, according to 
the Los Angeles Times article.  

But Stephen Stambough, a polit-
ical science professor at Cal State 
Fullerton, said symbolism doesnʼt 
mean much. 

“Sometimes we get so caught 
up in symbolic gestures and events 
that we lose track of real policies,” 
he said.

Patricia Cruz, co-chair of 
Hermanas Unidas and communi-
cations major, said the message is 
respectable, but the group didnʼt 
go about it the right way.  

In a story published by the Miami 

Herald on Tuesday, Adam Kidron, 
a British music producer and pres-
ident of a Latino record label, 
said he came up with “Nuestro 
Himno,” meaning “our anthem,” 
because of recent pro-immigration 
demonstrations and his own expe-
rience with immigration. 

“If you start changing the lan-
guage of a song it gives it a different 
meaning,” human communications 
major Melissa McKeever said. 
“You wouldnʼt want Americans 
to change the national anthem of 
Mexico or South America.”

Kidron said the purpose of 
“Nuestro Himno,” which begins 
with the traditional “O say, can 
you see,” and evolves into the 
Spanish translation, is to show 
solidarity to the pro-immigration 
movement. 

McKeever believes that altering 

“The Star-Spangled Banner” from 
its original version by Francis 
Scott Key in 1814 is disrespectful 
to Americans. 

“Every country has its own 
national anthem,” she said. 

The Spanish version of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” will be 
featured as the lead song on a 
Latino album benefiting immigra-
tion causes. The album will sell 
for $10, and part of the profit 
will go toward a pro-immigration 
coalition.

Cruz believes a separate anthem 
for Latinos wouldʼve been a more 
original way for the group to make 
a point but is looking forward to 
the publicʼs reaction toward the 
Spanish version. 

“It will create more controversy 
and make people speak out against 
immigration,” she said. 

Spanish translation of 
national song aired Friday, 

sparks controversy

By Alma Sanchez
For the Daily Titan

Networking is 
Key at Luncheon

etworking – a valu-
able commodity 
for anyone looking 
to further career 
opportunities – was 

stressed when the past met the 
present at the 4th annual Alumni 
Luncheon. 

Fourteen Cal State Fullerton 
communications alumni social-
ized with current communica-
tion majors at the Comm Week 
event on Wednesday in the Titan 
Student Union.

Alumni from various fields 
of communications attended and 
sat with students with similar 
concentrations.

During the two 
and a half hour 
semi-formal lunch 
students were 
given the opportu-
nity to ask burning 
questions about life 
after college.

The result was 
practically uni-
versal when every 
alumnus empha-
sized the vitality 
of networking and 
school involve-
ment for life after 
graduation. 

“People like to do business 
with people they know,” alum-
nus Ed Masterson said. 

“Open up to people, take the 
chance.”

Mastersonʼs wife, Valerie, 
who he met while studying 
at CSUF, added that students 
should be the ones out there 
being the person who makes 
relationships. 

“You are going to live with 
yourself and your profession for 
many years,” said alumnus Kurt 
Kitselman, who works with 
communicative disorders.

The alumni said that just by 
being at the event students were 
networking.

“We are always networking 
even when we donʼt know,” 
Masterson said.

The uncertainty of the future 
was also a focus of the event.

Alumnus and keynote speak-
er Henry DiCarlo graduated in 
1990 with the goal of becoming 
a sports broadcaster, but ended 
up working with the CBS 2 and 

KCAL 9 news team as a meteo-
rologist. 

“Go do whatever someone 
will let you do,” DiCarlo said. 

“It is important to find out 
what you like, but it is more 
important to find out what you 
donʼt like. There are so many 
paths you will take because of 
good decisions you make, and 
there are so many paths you will 
take because of bad decisions 
you make.”

Alumnus Nathan Orme 
recalls his post-graduate goal 
of becoming a writer at a daily 
newspaper. His focus from the 
start of his four years at CSUF 
had been print journalism. Now 
he works at Spidell Publishing 
writing a weekly for tax return 
preparers. 

The alumni agreed a gradu-
ate should have goals but not 
expectations.

“You have a plan, and you 
think youʼre 
going to go there 
but things will 
change,” said Scott 
Presant, alum-
nus and owner of 
Scratch Magazine.

“They found a 
lot of very inter-
esting alumni who 
had a lot of infor-
mation to share 
and who were 
willing to share 
it,” 22-year-old 
communications 
major Erin Tobin 
said. 

Freshman and sophomore stu-
dents who attended were also 
assisted by the words of their 
predecessors.

“I havenʼt really started my 
major but it really helped me 
realize the importance of net-
working,” freshman Alyssa 
Dikitanan said.

Coordinator Peggy Bockman, 
who has planned the luncheon 
since its origin four years ago, 
said she felt the event was a 
success.  

She said the event is a great 
venue for the opportunity to 
further networking. 

She also emphasized the 
importance of student-alumni 
relations.

With so many communica-
tions majors, those on the Deanʼs 
List, as well as student leaders 
were invited to the luncheon

Bockman said funding 
for the event came from the 
Communications Department, 
alumni relations and the Career 
Center.

Communications majors 
rub elbows with alums 

during Comm Week event

By Sean McCormick
For the Daily Titan

against this business in Sweden.”
Fullerton resident Marsha Bock 

had her identity stolen and had evi-
dence she thought could lead right 
to the suspect.

“I had my check turned down 
at a grocery store and when they 
did their research it came out that I 
had two pages worth of bad checks 
written all over Orange County and 
Riverside,” Bock said. “I later found 
out some woman had taken her 
name and picture and my address 
and driver s̓ license number and 
created her own checking account. 
I had to go through all of the credit 
card companies to clear my name.”  

Bock said she notified the police 
immediately in Riverside, where the 
fraudulent checks were created, but 
was met with little attention and 
help. 

“They said since the charges were 
under $5,000 dollars they werenʼt 
warranted to pursue the lady,” she 
said. “I filed a police report anyway 
but I never heard anything back.”

Instances like this point to the 
infancy of the field. Though the 
situations may be frustrating for 
detectives as well, often times not 

much can be done. 
“It s̓ unfortunate because the odds 

of us catching them is very low,” 
Goodrich said. “It s̓ a very low risk, 
high reward crime.” 

Goodrich has seen many cases 
where identity theft victims may 
even have what seems to be a lot of 
evidence, but is still too little to lead 
detectives on a realistic chase.  

“For example, 
weʼve had video 
from a retailer that 
may even pinpoint 
an exact person who 
walked in at a specific 
time to use a fraudu-
lent account, but even 
then, all we have is a 
video of a woman,” 
he said. “There are 
16,000 women in the 
city of Fullerton.”

Goodrich said 
it s̓ more likely that 
theyʼll arrest a suspect and find later 
through search warrants that they 
have been behind hundreds of cases 
of identity theft and fraud.  

“That s̓ how we catch them, we 
catch the suspect and work our-
selves backwards to a victim,” he 
said.

Even more frustrating, said the 
detectives, is the lax punishment for 
those convicted of a crime like iden-

tity theft or computer fraud.  
“A person who uses a gun to rob 

you of $20 will get put away for 
far longer than someone who steals 
thousands of dollars through fraudu-
lent means,” Goodrich said. “I donʼt 
think the courts take these issues as 
seriously as they need to.”

There are some groups that 
do take the issue very seriously 

and are banding 
together to protect 
their communities 
against such crimes. 
The International 
High Technology 
Crime Investigation 
Association is an 
organized group of 
law enforcement 
agents, teachers and 
community leaders 
that make sure the 
world is more pre-
pared to prevent and 

handle high tech crime.  
Executive secretary Carol 

Hutchings emphasized the main 
goal of the association is to edu-
cate.

“We want to encourage and pro-
mote others to exchange informa-
tion, experience, ideas and knowl-
edge about methods, processes and 
techniques relating to investigations 
and security in advanced technolo-

gies and computer crime,” she said. 
The association has chapters 

around the world and holds meet-
ings on various topics, ranging from 
how to organize community watch 
groups to training seminars on the 
latest techniques and equipment 
designed to aid in the investigation 
of Internet crime. 

These meetings often draw law 
enforcement agencies, schools and 
church groups and even small busi-
ness, Hutchings said.

“There is a lot of activity out 
there,” she said. “ID theft, child 
abduction, child pornography, it 
happens. I think a lot of people are 
fairly naïve about computer crime 
and how easy it is.”

Goodrich said the best defense is 
still being aware and being careful.

“Shred your documents, check 
your credit reports and be careful 
when you use checks because they 
have you account number right on 
it,” he said. 

“And donʼt just assume that 
because you children are at home 
that they are safe.  If they are in 
front of the computer, know where 
they go online, who s̓ on their buddy 
lists and MySpace pages. What chat 
rooms do they go in and what do 
their abbreviations mean?  The com-
puter isnʼt always safe, bad things 
can happen from there.”

POLICE
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“It is important 
to find out what 
you like, but it is 
more important 
to find out what 
you don’t like.”

Henry DiCarlo

Meterologist, 
CSUF Alumnus

N

“The alcohol cost to society has 
a huge negative impact,” Miller 
said. “Looking at the potential 
harm, marijuana is way down on 
the list.”  

Part of Millerʼs job is to drug 
test athletes on campus and help 
them make the right choice. Miller 
is not sure marijuana should be 
legal, but at the very least decrim-

inalized. 
“Jailing people does not make 

a lot of sense,” Miller said. “They 
should be given treatment so they 
can turn their lives around.” 

Fitt said the federal government 
has invested a lot of money into 
“demonizing drugs” and wants a 
scapegoat. He also said Cannabis 
is a mild type of hallucinogen and 
doesnʼt belong in the “drug war.” 

“There is no real crime,” Fitt 
said. “It is an invented crime … 
the crime is in the law itself.” 

The group held signs with slo-

gans like, “Marijuana is Safer 
Than Alcohol,” “No Jail for Pot,” 
“My Mind My Right My Choice” 
and “Free the Plant Arrest Bush.”

Most of the passersby honked 
their horns in support or gave 
thumbs up or a peace sign. 

“We only get maybe one nega-
tive reaction and hundreds of peo-
ple that feel comfortable enough 
to honk their horn,” said the 
organiztionsʼs President Kandice 
Hawes. “Itʼs cool to see older 
people support us and the dad 
with his family that sneaks the 
thumbs up.”

The organizationʼs Vice 
President Al Mareno said, “The 
cops give us high fives they really 

like us. We always get positives 
attitudes. Of course, once in a 
while people give us the finger 
when they drive by.”

Hawes said they have about 
700 people on their e-mail list 
and about 15-20 show up for 
their monthly meeting held in 
Fullerton. They hold rallies every 
three months around Orange 
County. The next meeting will be 
held in Laguna Beach, according 
to their Web site www.ocnorml.
org.  

“Weʼre here to change the 
rules,” Mareno said. “Itʼs a hard 
fight, but itʼs cool to be part of 
this group. I have met wonderful 
people.” 

REFORM
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“I think a lot of 
people are fairly 
naive about com-
puter crime and 
how easy it is.”

Carol Hutchings

International High 
Technology Crime Assoc.
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Nursing Honor
Society Recognized

What began as a dream in 2003 
became a reality Saturday when 
the Cal State Fullerton Nursing 
Honor Society became an offi-
cial chapter of Sigma Theta Tau 
International.

The society was inducted as 
Upsilon Beta, the only chapter in 
Orange County.

“The process of becoming a 
chapter is arduous and gener-
ally takes several years,” Marsha 
Orr, one of the chapterʼs fac-
ulty advisers, said in an e-mail 
interview. “Upsilon Beta was 
first envisioned by students Kim 
Guth and Cindy Parise with sup-
port from faculty members Dr. 
Linda Searle-Leach and Dr. Chris 
Latham in 2003.”

As a chapter of Sigma Theta 
Tau International, members 
receive a number of benefits, 
including career activities, career 
development programs, access 
to career advisers and network-
ing opportunities, said chapter 
President Rachelle Rodriguez, in 
an e-mail interview.

Sigma Theta Tau International 
is a nonprofit organization, 
which, according to its Web site 
www.nursingsociety.org, “pro-
vides leadership and scholarship 
in nursing practice, 

education and research to 
enhance the health of all peo-
ple.” 

“The organization was founded 
in 1922 and currently has over 
125,000 members in 433 chap-
ters located at 512 institutions of 
higher learning,” Orr said.

The organization has chapters 
in Australia, Botswana, Brazil, 
Canada, Hong Kong, Korea, 

Mexico, the Netherlands, Pakistan, 
South Africa, Swaziland, Taiwan 
and Tanzania, along with chapters 
throughout the United States.

Approximately 400 peo-
ple became charter members 
at Saturdayʼs ceremony at the 
Sheraton in Fullerton.

Membership into the orga-
nization is by invitation only. 
Undergraduate nursing students 
must have completed at least half 
of their nursing curriculum, have 
a GPA of 3.0 or higher and rank in 
the upper 35th percentile of their 
graduating class.

Graduate students must have 
completed one quarter of the 
nursing curriculum and have a 
GPA of 3.5 or higher. Community 
nursing leaders must apply with 
recommendation and must dem-
onstrate leadership skills. 

Now that the society is a chapter 
of Sigma Theta Tau International, 
they will have the support of the 
organization.

“Sigma Theta Tau International 
will be handling our member-
ship roster and that will help 
us immensely in terms of get-
ting things out to members. As a 
volunteer organization with full-
time employed volunteers run-
ning the honor society for the past 
four years, not having this help 
has been a problem,” said Dana 
Rutledge, associate professor of 
nursing and society member, in 
an e-mail interview.

Members gain other perks from 
being a member of the inter-
national organization, Rutledge 
said.

“I go to the four-day scientific 
conference every summer in July, 
and there are many other confer-
ences to attend. Also, weʼll get 
publications such as the Journal 
of Professional Nursing and 
Reflections,” she said.

Other Sigma Theta Tau 
International chapters nearby are 
located at Long Beach State and 
Cal State Dominguez Hills.

Three years in the making, 
Cal State Fullerton adopts 
Sigma Theta Tau chapter 

By Lori Martinez
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

Bone Marrow Donors Still Needed

The National Marrow Donor 
Program and Hermanas Unidas 
recruited participants in front of 
the Pollak Library and Titan Shops 
on Thursday.

Cherie Ventura, a child devel-
opment major and treasurer of 
Hermanas Unidas, said this par-
ticular drive was dedicated to 
finding a donor for a boy named 
Jacob, who is 2 years old and is 
suffering from one of the 70 blood 
diseases, which is known as the 
“bubble boy syndrome.”

“It broke my heart to see a child 
so young to be going through 
this,” Ventura said.

Joyce Valdez, recruitment spe-
cialist for the National Marrow 

Donor Program said they planned 
to register 30 people for the pro-
gram. 

27-year-old Valdez, a Diamond 
Bar resident, said she has held 
donor registry at Long Beach State, 
USC, UCLA and UC Riverside.

“Today is the easiest part,” 
Valdez said regarding the registry 
process. Students either had their 
finger pricked or blood drawn 
from the arm to register for the 
marrow program. 

After being registered, Valdez 
said, the students will then be 
called – if a match occurs – until 
they are 61 years old.

“Weʼre looking for committed 
donors,” said Valdez, who decided 
to work for the donor program 
because a 10-year-old girl who 
needed a marrow donor inspired 
her. 

“Itʼs just a little prick, it doesnʼt 
even hurt,” health science major 
Jovanna Tinajero said. 

Tinajero, 20, is a member of 
Hermanas Unidas. She said her 

brother has cancer and she donat-
ed for people like him.

“I used to do a lot of community 
service,” said Cal State Fullerton 
student Marcela Herrera.  

She added that since she came 
to CSUF, she hasnʼt done any-
thing to contribute to the com-
munity so she decided to register. 
She also said the little kids on the 
flier for the drive influenced her 
decision.

“Even if you donʼt want to 
register, weʼre out here educating 
people, because there is a lot of 
misconceptions about bone mar-
row donation, and itʼs nothing like 
what people hear,” Valdez said. 

She added that the reason they 
look for committed donors is 
because if a person needs a donor, 
it is the only way the person will 
be able to live. It is also important 
for minorities to register because 
only 30 percent out of the five and 
a half million people registered 
are minorities. 

“It makes you feel good, because 

you know youʼre out there help-
ing people,” Valdez said. When a 
person gets diagnosed with some-
thing that can only be helped by 
a marrow donation, the problem 
affects the whole family, she said.

“There was a gentleman that 
just came by and he said that he 
was a recipient of a bone marrow 
transplant, and heʼs here, and heʼs 
going to college … so that gives 
you hope everyday that it is work-
ing,” Valdez said.

“Donʼt wait until it happens 
to someone in your family,” said 
phlebotomist Olivia DeHoyos of 
Moreno Valley. 

DeHoyos also works for the 
donor program and was taking the 
blood samples for the drive. She 
said many people decide to donate 
after the fact that them or someone 
they know needs a transplant.

“Weʼve got to do it for our peo-
ple,” DeHoyos said. She always 
carries forms for people to register 
and even hosted a registration ses-
sion at her family reunion.

Hermanas Unidas partners 
up with national donor 

program to save boy’s life

By Natalie Murillo
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

“every year the Register sets 
aside money to have speakers 
attend the workshop. Itʼs our way 
of giving back,” Brusic said.

First time attendee, Sheree 
Winslow, a freelance writer for 
the Orange County Register, came 
to the event with her mother, who 
is also a writer to “build her skills 
in writing.”

“I have gone to different types 
of seminars, and they are good 
reminders of things you should 
think about but often you forget. 
Itʼs a refresher,” she said.

Melissa Chavez, CSUF alum-
na, came to the workshop to net-
work. 

She attended the lecture, “I 
Wish I Knew Then What I Know 
Now: How to Get Noticed and 
Land a Great Job,” and agrees 
that getting a mentor at a publica-
tion is a great tip for reporters. 

“You need to find someone to 
show you the ropes and that is the 
best way to learn,” she said. 

The speakers gave helpful tips 
on how they get stories, learned 
from their mistakes and gave 
information about how others can 
be successful in writing.

Plasckheʼs lecture called 
“The Ledes Less Traveled: Tips 
on Stories About People in the 
Shadows,” told the audience how 
he gets his ledes – openers in the 
beginning of stories to catch the 
readerʼs attention, also referred 
to as leads.

He finds good story ideas in 
the back of papers and in briefs. 
He said itʼs not about covering 
the big stories such as the USC 
and UCLA rival game, instead he 
found a story about two 60-year-
old men who argue about what 
college is better at football.

Two student reporters from the 
University of Nevada, Reno, soph-
omore Janiece Norman, a sopho-
more and junior Jackie Taloma 
attended the event to learn more 
about getting story ideas.

“Plaschke gave me a really 
good idea about reading newspa-
pers back to front, and Iʼm going 
to bring the idea back to my 
school paper,” Taloma said.

Plaschke said he also sings his 
stories because he writes with his 
ears.

“Great stories are like great 

songs, everything has a rhythm,” 
he said.

Jon Macks, another speaker at 
the workshop, crossed over from 
political consulting to becoming 
the chief writer for The Tonight 
Show with Jay Leno and also 
writes for the Academy Awards 
and the Emmyʼs said the way he 
gets his jokes comes from choos-
ing nine topics from the dayʼs 
headlines.

“I take what I see, associate it 
and put a twist on it,” he said. 

A member of the audience asked 
if he had always been funny, and 
he said that he thinks it came 
from working in politics.

“A comedy writer looks at the 
world skewed,” he said. “We 
think whatʼs stupid about this 
situation and whatʼs odd.”

Joe Hightʼs lecture called, 
“Pertinent Interviewing: Skills 
to find details for great stories,” 
focused on the details in stories. 

“It can turn your fair story 
into a good story, or even a great 
story,” he said.

A few years ago while he was 
doing a story on Carl Owens 
Hubbell, a baseball legend known 
for his screwball. 

Hight noticed how Hubbell 
constantly turned his hand at the 
age of 70 as if he was still try-
ing to throw another well-thrown 
screwball. 

Previous writers had written 
stories about the legendʼs long 
hands but it was the other details 
that he noticed that would help 
him write a good story.

Other “screw-ups” that Hight 
pointed out when reporters 
interview their subjects is their 
approach.

He said that reporters invade 
other peopleʼs space and report-
ers never clearly introduce them-
selves.

“Itʼs failing to be human,” he 
said. 

“You have to put the inter-
viewee at ease.”

Another key point in his lecture 
was reporters need to work on 
their listening skills.  

“Were constantly asking ques-
tions about what we are trying to 
achieve in writing our stories but 
were not listening,” Hight said.

After the event ended, writ-
ers and reporters alike said the 
most important tip they can give 
is “accuracy, accuracy, accuracy 
and looking where you would 
least expect it.”

WRITERS
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The hovercraft is a vehicle 
designed to float on a cushion of 
air pushed forward by a fan. 

Creating this first time model 
on campus over the course of 
the year required extensive 
research, calculations, designs 
and fabrication. 

The hovercraft has an overall 
length of eight feet long and 
four feet wide. 

Since this is a new project for 
the three engineering students, 
there has yet to be a competition 
for students from other schools.

The fourth group in the engi-
neering program was the Air 
Cargo team, which designed 
a radio-controlled cargo plane 
and features a 94-inch wingspan 

and utilizes a two horsepower 
F.X.O.S. engine. 

They will compete at the Van 
Nuys Airport against other west-
ern division universities June 
2 to 4. The CSUF team will 
be judged on three categories: 
payload, lifted presentation and 
ingenuity, while complying with 
all of Society of Automobile 
Engineering rules and regula-
tions. 

Their airplane is construct-
ed of an aluminum frame, has 
retractable landing gear and uti-
lizes a pusher-propeller design. 

This design is unique to most 
of their competitors, who are 
making their planes mostly of 
balsa wood. 

Other planes have landing 
gear that does not retract, and 
have their propeller in the front 
of their fuselage. If these planes 
crash, they will completely be 
destroyed. 

“All students participating in 
the projects are all graduating 
seniors, many which have job 
offers,” said mechanical engi-
neering Prof. Jesa Kreiner.

All projects are funded and 
produced internally, meaning 
they have to get financial sup-
port from outside sponsors. 

Projects can be viewed at the 
Engineering Department.

ENGINEER
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STUDENT MADE: Graduating mechanical engineers show their senior projects, Human-Powered 
Vehicles (HPVs). As a graduation requirement, students team up to create operational vehicles from 
scratch during a two-semester design project.

Photo Provided by Ryan Cannon

a week. 
Her commute to work is 40 

miles and would rather work close 
to home but she said itʼs not easy 
since sheʼs under a working visa. 

Gas station employees from 
the CSUF surrounding area agree 
the oil crisis is affecting business 
because people are more con-
scious about their driving.

“If you are looking for cheap 
gas donʼt drive more than three 
miles because you will spend 
more gas than save money,” 
said Arco manager Joseph, who 
refused to give his last name for 
privacy reasons. 

For CSUF assistant Prof. 
Shelly Arsneault this crisis has 
to do with a lot of years of bad 
energy options, although some 
could be attributed to Katrina and 
the refineries. 

She said by changing human 
behavior and improving transpor-
tation it will help ease the gas 
crises.

Crude oil is $75 a barrel now 
but it could go up to $100, Brajer 
said. A recession is unpredict-
able, but high prices will defi-
nitely slow down the economy, 
he added.

People are pawning their jew-
elry in order to pay for gas, said 
Arsneault whoʼs been riding her 
bike to the university and walk-
ing her daughter to school since 
the year started, in part due to the 
high cost of gasoline.

Sandoval, who used to fill up 
her gas tank with $23 a few weeks 
ago now spends $30 a tank. She 
said the extra money could go 
towards books, tuition, supplies 
or savings.

CSUF students who opt for 
public transportation can take 
advantage of the free fare on any 
Orange County Transportation 
Authority bus using their Titan 
Card.   

OIL
FROM PAGE 1 

“This competition 
would help CSUF in 

becoming recognized 
for its mechanical 

engineering program.”

Jason Mena
Fullerton Student

GIVING LIFE: Jovanna Jero, health science major, looks away as Olivia Dehoyos, phlebotomist and employee for the National Marrow 
Donor Program, is about to draw blood. Students signed up friday to be marrow donors and gave blood samples on the Titan Walk.  

Jaime Gomez/For the Daily Titan 
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MEXICO’S THINKING FORWARD
exico has long been 
held in high regard 
among border-hop-

ping American partiers who 
swarm to its border towns to 
live it up on a shoestring bud-
get. Mexico s̓ image as a party 
destination was solidified Friday 
when the Mexican Congress 
passed legislation that legalized 
the possession of small, specified 
amounts of marijuana, ecstasy, 
peyote, cocaine and heroin. The 
bill still needs President Vicente 
Fox s̓ signature to become law, 
and most political analysts confi-
dently predict that he will do so.  

Current Mexican law allows 
drug possession charges to be 
dropped if the person charged is 
an addict, and an expert testifies 
that they were arrested with an 
amount that would indicate the 
drugs were only for personal 
use.  

The new bill lays out specific 
allowable quantities for each 
drug, and enacts stricter penalties 
for trafficking and selling drugs.  
It also makes it possible for non-
addicts to posess drugs without 
the fear of prosecution.

The logic behind the legisla-
tion is that it will allow Mexican 
authorities to concentrate their 
efforts on bringing down major 
drug traffickers and cartels, rath-
er than bothering with small-
time drug users. Many analysts 
also say that this legislation will 
help Mexico clean up low-level 
police corruption where police 
extort drug users in exchange 
for looking the other way. The 
United States has had an under-
standably cautious reaction to 

the news of Mexico s̓ new drug 
law, saying it needs time to study 
the legislation before it can com-
ment on it.  San Diego Mayor 
Jerry Sanders has called the bill a 
“hostile act” by a long-time U.S. 
ally.  Sanders said he is afraid 
that a more lax policy on drug 
enforcement could bring more 
drugs into border cities. The U.S. 
should support the new Mexican 
law, and celebrate its forward 
thinking.  

The U.S. hasnʼt passed any 
legislation that strays from the 
bounds of absolute prohibition, 
and it hasnʼt helped curb the U.S. 
demand for drugs. While it might 
seem counterproductive to allow 
an activity that creates a demand 
and then punish those who are 
supplying that demand,  the law 
may actually be an effective 
weapon in the War on Drugs. 

The previous Mexican law 
required an expert to testify that 
those caught with drugs had an 
amount standard for personal 
use, the new law gives very 
specific amounts of substances 
that people are allowed to pos-
ses.  Anyone caught with more 
is assumed to be a dealer, and 
therefore receives a harsher pun-
ishment. 

In effect, this law could pre-
vent the flow of drugs into bor-
der communities because of the 
limited quantities that people are 
allowed to possess. The U.S. 
should lend Mexico its support 
for passing legislation that thinks 
outside of the preconceived box 
of drug policy, not wring its 
hands and worry about what 
could possibly happen.   

M

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Claims of Genocide are Inaccurate
fter reading two recent subjec-
tive, one sided and almost pro-
paganda-like articles in The 
Daily Titan about the false 
Armenian accusations regard-

ing the events of April 24, 1915, I feel the 
need to put forward what the proponents 
of those claims are lacking, namely facts.

The history of the Armenian-Turkish 
conflict is complicated and contentious, 
and incompletely if not falsely described 
by the Armenian side. In an attempt to 
uncover the truth, I believe it is important 
to put forward the other side of the argu-
ment.

Armenians, who were recognized as an 
independent nation in 1991, were a minor-
ity that had been under Turkish rule for 
700 years. Until the end of the 19th cen-
tury, the Armenians lived their golden age 
under the Ottoman Empire with the vast 
tolerance of the Turkish people. Having 
been exempted from military service and 
of most taxes, they excelled in trade, agri-
culture, artisanry and rose to major posts in 
the administration. The Armenian minor-
ity in the Ottoman Empire had always 
enjoyed the status of privilege. In the 19th 
century, 22 Armenians became ministers, 
including ministers of foreign affairs, in 
this turbulent era leading up to the col-
lapse of the empire. This alone shows the 
degree of trust placed in the Armenian 
citizens and their reciprocal contribution 
to the Ottoman administrations. Thirty-
three Armenians were selected to the 
Parliament, seven were appointed as 
Ambassadors and 11 as Consuls General. 
Eleven Armenians served as professors 
in universities. For the services that they 
rendered to the Ottoman Empire, the 
Armenians were allowed to settle in the 
regions vacated after the Greek rebellion 
and were given the prestigious title of 
“The Faithful Nation.”

It ensues from the foregoing that there 
was not any Armenian issue until the end 
of the 19th century nor were any problems 
that the Armenian citizens could not solve 
with the assistance of Turkish administra-
tion. However, in the beginning of the 
20th century, precipitated by the actions 
of the Russian Empire, the conflicts 

between Turkish people and Armenians 
started. Intercommunal war erupted when 
the Ottoman Empire entered World War I. 
Armenian revolutionaries, many trained in 
Russia, attempted to seize main Ottoman 
cities in Eastern Anatolia, trying to take 
advantage of Ottoman Empireʼs situation. 
Their acts resulted in mass casualties on 
both sides, Turkish and Armenian. 

For decades, Armenians have exagger-
ated their wartime casualties and present-
ed themselves as the victims of genocide. 
Furthermore, during the 1970s we started 
to see actions motivated by an intent to kill 
by Armenian extremists who started ter-
rorist attacks towards Turkish and interna-
tional targets who didnʼt acknowledge the 
Armenian representation of the historical 
events and tried instead to objectively 
describe the events that occurred between 
the Turkish and Armenian citizens of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

On Oct. 4, 1977, Armenian terror-
ists bombed UCLA Professor Stanford 
J. Shawʼs house to threaten him and 
destroy his evidence and documents, 
which revealed that the facts do not match 
Armenian horror tales. Luckily, he and 
his family were not hurt in the attack but 
many others were. To name a few: On Jan. 
28 1982, Hampig Sassounian assassinated 
Turkish Consul General, Kemal Arikan. 
Gourgen Yanikian initiated these hor-
rible attacks by murdering Turkish Consul 
General Mehmet Baydar and Consul 
Bahadir Demir in Santa Barbara on Jan. 
27, 1973. Between January 27, 1973, and 
November 23, 1996, 110 terrorist attacks 
(70 bombings, 39 armed attacks and one 
occupation) were staged by Armenian 
terrorists in 38 cities in 21 countries. In 
these attacks, 42 Turkish diplomats and 
four foreign nationals were killed, while 
15 Turks and 66 foreign nationals were 
wounded. Fifteen of the 110 terrorist acts 
took place in California, the second most 
Armenian-populated region in the world.

These hate crimes and terrorist acts 
started when independent researchers 
revealed many fake documents and forg-
eries that Armenians use to support their 
claims. Even Armenian scholars acknowl-
edge some of the forgeries. On Aug. 2, 

1984, an article in Americaʼs leading 
Armenian newspaper, “Reporter,” stat-
ed: “Historian of Armenian descent (Dr. 
Robert John) says (the) frequently used 
Hitler quote is nothing but a forgery” and 
therefore “should not be used” as the evi-
dence of genocide. 

Despite the threats of Armenian fanat-
ics, most American scholars do not believe 
that the Ottoman Empire instigated a 
policy of genocide against its Armenian 
citizens. Bernard Lewis, professor of Near 
Eastern Studies at Princeton University, 
said, “There is no evidence of a deci-
sion (of Ottoman government) to mas-
sacre. On the contrary, there is consider-
able evidence of attempt to prevent it.”  
History professor Justin McCarthy has 
also proved that Armenian allegations are 
not based on historical facts but on myths, 
fake documents and forgeries. He dis-
puted the Armenian allegations in his tes-
timony in front of the House International 
Committee: “Assuming one-sided evil 
has led to an unfortunate approach to the 
history of the Armenians and the Turks.”

Sixty-nine American scholars who spe-
cialize in Turkish, Ottoman and Middle 
Eastern studies published an open letter to 
the U.S. Congress in the New York Times 
and Washington Post on May 19, 1985, 
disputing Armenian characterizations of 
the events of WWI. In a long statement, 
they concluded that what the Armenians 
claim to be genocide is in fact inter-com-
munal warfare, which victimized both 
sides. Focusing on Armenian suffering 
alone and dismissing Turkish suffering is 
unscholarly and incorrect, even unethi-
cal.

As a Turkish student at Cal. State 
Fullerton, I mourn for both Armenian 
and Turkish people who perished during 
continual warfare before, during and after 
WWI. However, I do not accept the dis-
tortion of the historical facts to promote 
hatred toward a nation.

Can Sengezer
Advertising Graduate Student

A
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was in college?
A: Chad worked a lot with Ken Ravizza, who has 

been sort of a team psychologist for the Titans, L.A. 
Angels and other teams. Chad worked on recognizing 
being comfortable versus being uncomfortable. He 
did that here and still uses it now. I feel thereʼs no dif-
ference in the human being Chad was here and who 
he is now.

Q: Overall, how would you compare the mental 
side of closing in college to closing in the Majors?

A: The mental side is one and the same. Theyʼre the 
same emotions now that he went through in college. 
Thereʼs just more at stake now.

Q: Does the pressure these guys once faced in 
Omaha help now when it comes to facing big league 
pressure?

A: At that age, for Cordero and Street to go through 
things like the College World Series, the stakes there 
are similar to what they are now. 

When theyʼre put in a pressure situation, thereʼs 
the feeling for them that theyʼve been down that road 
before. 

You have to have the right per-
sonality to be a closer, in the Major 
Leagues and even at some of the 
top colleges. You need to have the 
confidence that if you blow a save, 
you can come right back and get 
ʼem the next day.

Q: You know him better than 
most people. How does Cordero do 
what he does?

A: Chad is really a Jekyll and 
Hyde. Heʼs the nicest guy off the 
field, then you hand him the ball 
and he becomes a madman. You see the look in his 
eyes change.

Q: What factor predicts how well a college relief 
pitcher will fare in pro ball?

A: To be a successful closer in college and then in 
the Majors, you donʼt need as much of a repertoire of 
pitches as you need to be a Major League starter. You 
can take one or two pitches, if theyʼre good enough, 
special enough, and do it there.

Q: How do you select which pitcher on your staff 
will be your ninth-inning guy?

A: Itʼs different from year to year, but I do look for 
certain characteristics. Itʼs got to be one of my four 
top pitchers for sure. (Generally, the top three pitchers 
will be the teamʼs main starters.) You see if someoneʼs 
style is more conducive to closing than starting, you 
consider arm resiliency, how well he holds runners 
and fields his position — those last two things are 
even more important in college ball than they are in 

the big leagues.
Q: What convinced you to give your current closing 

role to Vinnie Pestano, who has since earned third-
team preseason All-America honors?

A: Vinnie has a unique style. Heʼs been our closer 
for two years and was a reliever one year before that. 
Heʼs got that low, three-quarter arm angle, and he can 
throw about 90 mph, which is rare from that delivery. 
Heʼs better one time through the batting order because 
heʼs such a different look, so you use that deception in 
your favor when heʼs your closer.

Q: Does the thought of a playerʼs pro baseball pos-
sibilities affect whether you give him the closer job 
for the Titans?

A: Itʼs a small factor. I think of that sometimes, but 
weʼd never put a guy in that role just for him. 

We need to put in the player who gives us the best 
chance to win ballgames here.

Q: From Mark Kotsay to Cordero to Pestano, 
Fullerton has a long tradition of great closers. Is filling 
that job always a top priority for your staff?

A: We very rarely recruit a guy to be the closer on 
our team. 

Every once in a while, a guy looks like he may be 
better suited for relief, but usually we just try to recruit 
the best pitchers we can get and then determine who 
would be best suited to fill that role from our staff. 

We do realize that having a solid 
closer is a very valuable thing.

Q: How pleased have you been 
with Pestanoʼs performance in 
2006?

A: Pestano has been very consis-
tent and is having a great year. 

This has been his best year of 
the three because he has stayed in 
one arm slot and has improved his 
slider. 

The biggest difference with 
Vinnie this year is that he has been 

as effective against left-handed hitters as he has been 
against the right-handed batters. 

He has been lights-out most of the time. He also 
is a very hard worker and a good leader of the entire 
pitching staff.

Q: What clues has he given you that might predict 
what kind of success heʼs capable of after Fullerton?

A: Vinnie has the same positive mental approach 
as our great relief pitchers that have been successful 
in pro ball. 

Heʼs very confident, and is always improving and 
trying to get better. 

I could see Vinnie being successful at the next level. 
I donʼt think his stuff is quite as good as Corderoʼs, 
Kirk Saarloosʼs, Ted Silvaʼs, or some of the starters 
pitching in the big leagues, but he has good stuff. 
His low arm angle and his attitude give him his best 
chance. I wouldnʼt bet against him working his way to 
the big leagues pretty quickly.

CLOSERS
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someone off of the couch. 
After accomplishing many life goals, Blanks still 

has many more to go, including his main goal of help-

ing to find a cure for obesity. 
“I want to fight (obesity) and get it down. Itʼs sad 

to lose people to diabetes and overweight [issues],” 
Blanks said.

After the workout, Blanks signed autographs and 
took pictures with students.

After his first visit to CSUF, Blanks said, “I will 
always come back if they ask me to.”

TAE BO
FROM PAGE 8

Kobe’s Clutch Shot Dooms 
Suns in Overtime

The Los Angeles Lakers may no 
longer be a one-man team, but they 
know where to go with the ball 
when the game is on the line.

Kobe Bryantʼs 17-foot jumper 
as time expired in overtime gave 
the Lakers an improbable 99-98 
victory over the Phoenix Suns on 
Sunday and a 3-1 lead in the first-
round playoff series.

The Lakers, who have won the 
last three games, can win the best-
of-seven series Tuesday night in 
Phoenix. A sixth game, if neces-
sary, would be played Thursday 
night at Staples Center.

The Suns appeared to have the 
game won late in the fourth quar-
ter and again in overtime, but the 
Lakers took advantage of two criti-
cal mistakes by Phoenix star Steve 
Nash.

Nash made a 3-pointer with 50 
seconds left in overtime to give the 
Suns a 98-95 lead. Bryantʼs layup 
with 11.7 seconds to go drew the 
Lakers within one point, and Luke 
Walton tied Nash up with 6.1 sec-
onds remaining.

Walton won the tip, with Bryant 

chasing the ball down near the 
scorerʼs table and then dribbling to 
the right corner of the key, where 
his ninth field goal in 14 tries 
swished through cleanly.

The Lakers then mobbed their 
superstar, who has become more 
of a facilitator than a scorer during 
this series, with his output drop-
ping more than 12 points from 
his 35.4-point average during the 
regular season.

Lamar Odom led the Lakers 
with 25 points, eight rebounds and 
five assists. Bryant had 24 points 
and eight assists, Kwame Brown 
added 12 points and 10 rebounds, 
and Devean George scored 11.

Nash led the Suns with 22 points 
and 11 assists, but scored only 
six after halftime. Boris Diaw 
had 21 points, eight rebounds and 
seven assists, Shawn Marion had 
20 points and 12 rebounds before 
fouling out with 2:37 left in the 
fourth quarter, and Tim Thomas 
scored 12 points.

The Lakers forced overtime on 
Bryantʼs fast-break basket with 0.7 
seconds remaining in the fourth 
quarter, tying the game at 90. The 
play was made possible when 
Smush Parker poked the ball away 
from Nash.

Phoenixʼs James Jones then 
failed to score after taking a lob 
pass near the Lakers  ̓basket as the 
fourth period ended.

The Suns took what appeared to 
be a safe 90-85 lead on Diawʼs foul 
shot with 12.6 seconds remaining, 
but Parker made a 3-pointer with 
7.9 seconds left to draw the Lakers 
within two. He was 1-of-10 from 
the field before that.

Phoenix then called a timeout, 
and Parker made his big steal 
from Nash shortly after the Suns 
inbounded the ball in their front-
court.

With an eight-point lead and 
Bryant playing with five fouls, 
the Suns appeared to be in good 
shape.

Things looked even better after 
Thomas  ̓3-pointer with 41 seconds 
to play and Diawʼs foul shot. 

But the Suns couldnʼt hold on 
in the fourth period and again in 
overtime.

Marion scored 10 points during 
a 12-2 run to finish the third quar-
ter and begin the fourth, giving 
the Suns a 71-64 lead with 10 1/2 
minutes left. 

The Lakers didnʼt take the lead 
after that until Bryantʼs game-win-
ning shot.

The Associated Press 

with two RBIs. 
The one hit was a big two-run 

double in the inning. Bigler was a 
thorn in the side of the Titans all 
night going 4-for-5 with a triple and 
three runs scored. 

“Heʼs fast, get hits and every 
time we looked up he was on the 
base paths tonight,” Davis said. 

Roemer, who breezed through 
the first three innings, labored the 
rest of the way in what was his least 
effective outing of the season going 
seven innings, giving up six runs 
on 10 hits. 

Roemer did fan eight batters raising his total to 96 
on the year.

“Roemer wasnʼt real sharp and he didnʼt command 
his slider real well,” Horton said. “He never fully 
recovered from his bad inning in the fourth.”

In Saturday nightʼs 11-3 win, the Titans pounced on 
the Highlanders with a 17-hit attack. 

The Titans evened the series, by pounding 
Highlanders  ̓starting pitcher Haley Winter. 

Winter pitched five innings, striking out five, but 

allowed 12 hits and seven earned runs. 
Eight of the nine Titan batters in the starting lineup 

Saturday night collected at least one hit, while six bat-
ters collected at least two hits.  

Seven of the nine Titan hitters collected at least 
one RBI with Turner, Davis, Tripp and third baseman 

Evan McArthur collecting two RBI 
each. 

Designated Hitter David Cooper 
was 3-for-3 on the night, with an 
RBI.

Curtis was the lone Titan regular 
without a hit.

Drew Garcia for the Highlanders 
was 3-for-4 with an RBI. 

On the mound, Titan starting 
pitcher Lauren Gagnier earned his 
10th win of the season, tied for 
No.1 in the nation for wins this 

season.  
In eight innings, he allowed three runs in eight 

innings, allowing eight hits while striking out four. 
He is now tied in the nation for wins with 10.
Despite the series win against the Highlanders, the 

Titans have still dropped seven of their past 12 games 
to Riverside.

“I donʼt know what it is we just play really well 
against Fullerton and I try to tell my players not to 
be afraid of them,” Highlander Head Coach Doug 
Smith said.

SERIES
FROM PAGE 8 

“All season our defense 
and pitching has been a 
high point, but tonight 

it was terrible.”

George Horton

Titans Head Coach

DIRT DOG: Titans outfielder Danny Dorn slides into third base safely after attempting a stolen base against 
the UC Riverside Highlanders on Sunday. The Titans took two out of three games in the series. 

carlos delgado/For the Daily Titan 

“We need to put in the 
player who gives us the 
best chance to win ball-

games here.”

George Horton

Titans Head Coach
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A Closing State of Mind 

The ninth inning means pres-
sure, whether youʼre in college or 
the Major Leagues. 

Some relief pitchers have the 
mental toughness required to take 
the ball in the last inning, but many 
donʼt. 

As more and more college 
relievers have carved out their role 
as “the closer” – the one shooter 
in the bullpen trusted to seal the 
deal in the ninth inning – it should 
be no surprise that many of the 
nationʼs top collegiate firemen 
have become top-flight closers in 
the Major Leagues.

What is surprising, though, is 
just how quickly that has been 
happening. 

While recent superstar col-
lege starting pitchers like Jason 
Windsor (Cal State Fullerton, 
2003-04, Most Outstanding Player 
of the ʼ04 College World Series) 
and Jered Weaver (Long Beach 
State, 2002-04, 15-1 record in ʼ04) 
had yet to reach the big leagues as 
of late April, closers from the same 
time period already have thrived at 
the top level.

Chad Cordero (CSUF, 2001-
03, 1.58 ERA in ʼ03) became the 
bullpen ace of the then-Montreal 
Expos just a couple of months after 
leaving campus. 

Last year, he pitched in the All-
Star Game, and he ended up with 
the Rolaids Relief Man of the Year,  
leading the Majors with 47 saves. 

Huston Street (University of 
Texas, 2002-04, 1.58 ERA in ʼ04) 
took over closing duties for the 
Oakland A̓ s less than a year after 
pitching the Longhorns to the ʼ04 
College World Series champion-
ship series, which his team ulti-
mately lost to Windsor and the 
Titans. 

Cordero and Street also pitched 
for Team USA in the inaugural 
World Baseball Classic in March.

So what gives? How is the occu-
pation of “college closer” now the 
sure-fire fast track to The Show?  

Titans Head Coach George 
Horton had a lot to say about 
what it takes for closers to make 
the leap from college to the Major 
Leagues.

Q: Lately, it seems as though 
college closers have found a quick-
er route to the Major Leagues than 
starting pitchers. Whatʼs going 
on?

A: Iʼm not sure why the trend is 
happening. You look at guys like 
Jered Weaver or Jason Windsor, 
and youʼd think they have the stuff 
to make a quick jump to the Major 
Leagues, but it hasnʼt turned out 
that way.

Q: What skill set is necessary 
for a pitcher to make the leap to 
the pros?

A: I think itʼs a little easier tran-
sition for a closer. A closer needs 
one or two spectacular pitches; a 
starter often needs more like four.

Q: You were fortunate enough to 
coach one of the truly great college 
closers at Fullerton, Chad Cordero. 
How would you compare what he 
did at CSUF to what heʼs doing for 
the Washington Nationals now?

A: Chad has developed a bet-
ter slider since he left Cal State 
Fullerton, but heʼs doing what he 
did here with his fastball.

Q: Was it a tough decision to 
make Cordero a relief pitcher 
here?

A: One of the main reasons 
he became a reliever for us was 
because he has asthma, and he has 
found ways to work around that 
and be very successful. 

A couple years back, we heard 
that the Expos were going to try to 
turn him into a starter. 

I remember thinking, ʻOh, boy.  ̓

It would never surprise me if he 
did well because Chad can succeed 
at anything, but his style is not 
conducive to being a starter.

Q: Youʼre pretty familiar with 
another former college bullpen 
star, Huston Street, who pitched 
for the University of Texas a few 
years ago and is now a quality 
closer for the Oakland A̓ s.

A: Huston Street has a simi-
lar makeup to Chad, and we saw 
plenty of him during his career at 
Texas. 

Itʼs great to see the success 
they both have had in the Major 
Leagues. 

Theyʼre both very gooabout 
going into a game, getting a job 
done, and bouncing back mentally 
if things donʼt go well. 

Q: Do you think Corderoʼs men-
tal approach is the same now as it 

College closers have found 
getting on the fast track to 
the Major Leagues easier 

By mike mccormick 
For the Daily Titan   

SEE CLOSERS = PAGE 6

Track
Titans Finish in 

Second Place
 Matt Turner broke his own 

school record in the 110 hurdles 
and Karina Ortiz bettered her 
CSF standard in the steeple-
chase Saturday to help Cal State 
Fullertonʼs men and womenʼs track 
and field teams place second at the 
Sacramento Invitational hosted by 
Sacramento State.

Turner trimmed seven hun-
dredths of a second off his previ-
ous best by running 14.44 into a 
slight headwind to finish second 
in his race. Ortiz ran 11:09.16 to 
win the steeplechase and better her 
record of 11:12.88 set earlier this 
season.

Turner also posted a regional 
qualifying mark in the long jump 
of 24 feet, 3 3/4 inches to win that 
event. He earlier qualified in the 
high jump.

Sacramento State won the menʼs 
competition with 143.5 points 
ahead of CSF at 133, Eastern 
Washington at 107 and Stanislaus 
State at 104.5. Nevada won the 
womenʼs competition with 156 
points to 121 for Fullerton, 105 
for Sacramento State and 78.5 for 
Portland State.

Information provided by CSUF 
Sports Media Relations
www.Fullertontitans.com

SPORTS
IN SHORT

Softball

 UC Davis right-hander Lindsay 
Tognetti held the Titans to just 
five hits, while Roxanne Hannan 
and Nikki Sheldon each hit home 
runs to lead the visiting Aggies to 
a 4-1 win over Cal State Fullerton 
in the finale of a three-game series 
on Sunday afternoon at Anderson 
Field.

The Titans fell to 31-21 overall 
on the season, losing for the first 
time in the brief six-game his-
tory between the two schools. The 
Aggies improved to 14-32 overall 
with the victory.

Fullerton starter Candice Baker 
and Tognetti were locked in a 
pitchers duel through the first 
four and a half innings before the 
Titans broke through first on a solo 
home run by freshman Courtney 
Martinez to lead off the home half 
of the fifth for the 1-0 lead.

However, UC Davis rallied back 
behind Trish Paine, who was 3-
for-3 on the day, as she led off 
the sixth with a double to center 
and scored three batters later as 
Hannan launched her fifth home 
run of the season to left to give the 
Aggies a 2-1 advantage.

UC Davis kept the pressure 
on as Ashley Johnson followed 
with a single back up the middle 
and scored on Sheldonʼs two-run 
shot to left centerfield, giving the 
Aggies a 4-1 lead.

Cal State Fullerton stranded 11 
runners on base for the day - seven 
of those in scoring position.

Tognetti (7-13) allowed just one 
run finished with six strikeouts. 

Baker (18-9) suffered the loss, 
allowing four runs on six hits and 
striking out seven.

The Titans return to action next 
weekend as they open a three-
game Big West Conference series 
at Cal Poly on May 6-7 in San Luis 
Obispo, Calif.

Team loses 

Sunday finale 

Hitting the Titan Gym stage at 6:15 a.m., 
famed Tae Bo creator Billy Blanks delivered 
some inspirational words and led a free Friday 
morning workout for roughly a crowd of about 
200 cheering and screaming Cal State Fullerton 
students. 

Approximately a third of the crowd consisted 
of students in the Army ROTC program, sport-
ing their matching “Train To Lead” t-shirts. 
Most had never tried Tae Bo before. 

The first fifteen minutes of Blanks  ̓workout 
was stretching and giving key points of Tae Bo, 
such as to keep thinking, “The floor is getting 
hot.”

When the exercise pace started to speed up, 
Blanks  ̓ shouts of “Step, Kick, Touch, Back!” 
were met with enthusiastic cheers and smiles. 

While not everyone in the crowd was keep-
ing to the same pace, they were having fun try-
ing. Blanks made his way through the crowd, 
encouraging participants to keep up and help-
ing those who werenʼt quite getting the moves 
right. 

Tamar Sadorian, an accounting major, has 
Blanks  ̓workout tapes at home said that Blanks  ̓
visit to Cal State Fullerton was energizing. 

“It was very different being live. It was 
motivational. Heʼs very inspirational,” Sadorian 
said. “He makes me want to keep going with it. 
He actually came over and touched my knee to 
kick higher.”

About 45 minutes into his workout, Blanks 
leaped off of the stage, and started running laps 
around the gym, with participants in tow.

Cadet Cathy Aboy, of ROTC, stood on the 
sidelines handing out empty water bottles, with 
the Army logo, to runners. 

Five laps later, Blanks was back on stage 
continuing his Tae Bo lesson. 

For a cool down, the group took to the floor 
for stretches and push-ups. Blanks encouraged 
his audience to do some difficult exercises, 
many giving up and sitting on the floor talking 
amongst friends while waiting for the next set 
of instructions.

This is very inspiring. Itʼs motivation to work 
out early in the morning,” Cadet Jack Hua said. 
“When a famous person comes out, itʼs appre-
ciated, especially for 
our program. Heʼs 
the type of guy who 
makes us feel good.”

After his workout, 
Blanks called every-
one to gather around 
the stage. Blanks 
thanked the service-
men for what they 
have done and then 
spoke of exercise and 
its importance.

“Thank you for all 
you do for our coun-
try,” Blanks said. 
“I donʼt take it for 
granted. I love being 
here.” 

Blanks asked his 
audience, “What is 
physical fitness  ̓great-
est two enemies?” 

After asking audience members to think 
about it, he gave the answers away: 

“Eyes and Ears,” Blanks said.
To Blanks, the most powerful thing in the 

world is words, telling students that they must 
always listen to their own, and never to others  ̓
negative words because working out makes a 
person stronger from the inside out. Blanks said 
many people quit working out before they see 
the results they want.

“Where Iʼll be tomorrow is where my mind 
will put me,” Blanks said. “The power is in 
your hands, all you have to do is release it.”

Blanks said Tae Bo is a good exercise to get 

CSUF students show up at Titan 
Gym to learn about sweating it out 

and getting some inspirational words
By jessica horn

Daily Titan Staff Writer  

Shaping Yourself Up Through Tae Bo   

SEE TAE BO = PAGE 6

Titans
Take 
11th 

Series

On Sunday afternoon, the Cal 
State Fullerton baseball team (33-
11, 10-2 Big West) came back 
out to Goodwin, to wrap up the 
series with another 11-3 victory 
against UC Riverside (22-17, 4-3 
Big West). 

Centerfielder Brandon Tripp hit 
his team-leading eighth home run, 
a two-run shot in the bottom of the 
second inning, while second base-
man Justin Turner chipped in with 
a three-run shot in the bottom of 
the eighth inning. 

Tripp and Turner each finished 
2-for-4 with three RBIs.

Titan starting pitcher Dustin 
Miller allowed five hits and three 
runs (only one earned) in seven 
innings pitched. He runs his record 
up to 9-1.  

With a 1-for-4, two RBI per-
formance, shortstop Blake Davis 
extended his hitting streak to 13 
games. 

The Titans ended up taking 
two out of three games from the  
Highlanders and bounced back to 
take the series this past weekend 
despite a 9-7 Friday night opening-
series loss in extra innings, where 
sloppy defense and a crucial base 
running mistake helped the wheels 
fall off in blowing a five-run lead 
for the Titans at Goodwin Field.

In Fridayʼs game, Titan closer, 
Vinnie Pestano lacked his usual 
command walking a career high 
seven batters, which would get him 
into trouble in the top half of the 
11th inning. Pestano issued leadoff 
walks to Highlander center fielder 
Brett Bigler and third baseman 
Brian Steinmeyer who both came 
around to score. 

Pinch hitter Kyle Barrat hit a 
sacrifice fly to break the 7-7 tie 
and a batter later Pestano walked in 
another run giving Riverside their 
ninth and final run. 

The Titans also had defensive 
problems, which was the differ-
ence in Fridayʼs game. 

Even though there were no errors 
committed there were questionable 
plays normally for the number one 
team in the country are routine.

“All season our defense and 
pitching has been a high point, but 
tonight it was terrible,” Titan Head 
Coach George Horton said. 

The Titans had a chance to win 
the ball game in the bottom of the 
ninth. 

Turner ripped an RBI single to 
left to ties the game at seven and 
Davis followed with a single that 
knocked Highlander closer Daniel 
Stange to the ground. 

The next batter to step up was 
Titan first baseman Brett Pill, who 
had a chance to win the game, 
but ended up striking out against 
Stange.

However, the biggest blown 
chance of the game in the sixth 
inning when Titan catcher John 
Curtis missed the bag after run-
ning back to first on a fly ball out 
by Turner. 

He was called out and the next 
batter, Davis roped a double to the 
right field corner that wouldʼve 
scored Curtis. 

The Highlanders came into the 
game having allowed the few-
est home runs in the Big West 
Conference with 15, but the Titans 
grabbed an early 5-0 lead with a 
pair of two-run home runs, one 
from Tripp, who slugged one in the 
bottom of the second inning and 
one from Pill, who hit his fourth of 
the year in the bottom of the third 
inning. 

In the top of the fourth, a shot 
off the bat off Bigler in the fourth 
nearly hit Titan starting pitcher 
Wes Roemer. After that, everything 
went downhill and the Highlanders 
ended up scoring five runs in the 
inning. 

Former Titan Sergio Pedrozaʼs 
little brother Jaime went 1-for-5 

Baseball finds a way to 
overcome Friday night 

loss against UC Riverside
By tim young

Daily Titan Staff Writer   
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THE CLOSER: Titan Head Coach George Horton believes that the college closers get to the Major Leagues 
faster because compared to a starting pitcher, relievers only have to master one or two spectacular pitches.

phil gordon/Daily Titan 

INSPIRATION: Tae Bo creator Billy Blanks gives a motivational 
speech to CSUF students after a free hour workout session on Friday.  

christina house/Daily Titan Photo Editor 


