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TUESDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 72 Low: 57

WEDNESDAY

Partly Cloudy 
High: 71 Low: 55

THURSDAY

Partly Cloudy
High: 72 Low: 53

FRIDAY

Sunny
High: 72 Low: 55

NEWS

Graduate Student on the Grill

helley Alongi, a Cal 
State Fullerton graduate 
student, works hard to 
stay involved on cam-
pus, to complete her 

master s̓ in history and to fight 
off discrimination aimed at her 
being blind.

In November 2005, Alongi was 
the subject of what she believed 
to be “blatant discrimination,” 

when Tom Whitfield, environ-
mental health and instructional 
safety director, said Alongi could 
not cook hamburgers at the week-
ly Hamburger Fellowship outside 
McCarthy Hall without supervi-
sion. 

“She was requested to stop pre-
paring hamburgers because she 
was not following campus food-
sanitation guidelines,” Whitfield 
said in an e-mail interview.

The event, sponsored by four 
religious groups on campus 
including Campus Outreach, One 
by One, True Vine and University 
Praise, offers free hamburgers for 
students in exchange for friendly 
conversation.

“Weʼll usually chat while the 

hamburger is being cooked,” 
Alongi said. “Weʼll ask them 
about their relationship with God, 
and just see if there is anything 
they want to talk about.” 

Whitfield s̓ main concern was 
making sure the meat was being 
cooked to the proper temperature, 
he said.

Alongi had obtained her 
required food handlerʼs permit 
and had it prominently displayed 
at all times. She said that she was 
never told that there were stipula-
tions to her permit.

“I wanted them to show me in 
writing where it says that I have 
to be supervised when Iʼm cook-
ing hamburgers,” Alongi said.

Although Alongi did threaten 

to sue, the matter was taken care 
of outside of court. 

“I have a talking meat ther-
mometer now; I use it whenever I 
cook on campus,” Alongi said. 

The four religious groups that 
sponsor the event purchased the 
thermometer, which cost $75. 

Whitfield said he is happy with 
that solution.

Alongi said there havenʼt been 
any problems since November, 
although she took some time off 
from behind the grill to focus on 
some of her other involvements.

Alongi not only volunteers 
for the Hamburger Fellowship, 

Student returns to burger 
flipping after what she 
called discrimination

By Lori Martinez
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

SEE ALONGI = PAGE 3 

COOKING STRONG : Shelly Alongi, 
39, is a blind student who cooks ham-
burgers for free with Campus Outreach 
on Fridays in the Quad.

Kevin Rogers/Daily Titan 

Putting 
Spot on 
Student 
Films

he cameras have rolled 
and the scenes have 
been cut. Now Cal 
State Fullerton film stu-

dents will see the results of their 
labor at the 8th Annual TV-Film 
Society spring awards ceremony 
on Saturday at Dave and Busterʼs 
in Orange. 

The TV-Film Society presents 
its Spring Film Festival annually 
and features the best student pro-
ductions of that year, said Becky 
Baumgartner, president of the TV-
Film Society. From the student 
submissions, four nominees are 
chosen for each category by facul-
ty judges and the societyʼs board 
members. The categories honor 
short films, music videos, editing, 
screenwriting and directing.

Screenings of the nominees are 
held the week before the ceremony 
when voters, made up of society 
members and the public, deter-
mine the winners in each catego-
ry. Because the voters ultimately 
decide who wins, the awards can 
be described as a combination of 
the Oscars and the Peopleʼs Choice 
Awards, Baumgartner said.  

Philip Ly, a second-year radio-
TV-film major, said the festival 
allows film students to appreciate 
others  ̓efforts.

“The festival is important 
because we are able to see fellow 
students  ̓creativity and skills, and 
just enjoy their work,” he said.

The society is wrapping up final 
preparations for the event, said 
TV-Film Society Vice President 
Melissa Huddleson.

“We are making sure every-
one with assigned projects for the 
show is completing them, little 
things like placemats, programs 
and balloons,” she said.

The event begins at 5 p.m. with 
cocktails and raffles, as well as 
an opportunity for networking 
among the guests and students. 
Awards are then handed out fol-
lowing dinner and dessert.

A silent auction will also be 
held for items including a limited 
edition “Star Wars” poster signed 
by George Lucas, said April 
Tiamzon, activities coordinator of 
the TV-Film Society.

Along with returning guests, 
those attending the ceremony for 
the first time can expect an excit-
ing evening.

“First-time guests will expe-
rience great food, a fun-filled 
awards show and a chance to see 
the bond between the entire RTVF 
department,” Huddleson said.

The awards are important to 
student filmmakers because they 
earn recognition for their work 

Members of TV-Film 
Society will be honored at 

awards, screening event

By Kevin Manahan
For the Daily Titan
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Taking It to the Streets

Millions of people across the 
nation came together Monday 
for a “day without an immi-
grant,” a nationwide boycott 
that immigrants used to display 
their importance to the United 
States economy. 

Members of Act Now to Stop 
War and Racism of Los Angeles 
passed out fliers last month that 
urged immigrants not to go to 
work or school, or buy or sell 
anything. 

The boycott was an effort to 
oppose proposed federal leg-
islation that would intensify 

immigration laws and makes it 
a felony to help anyone with 
illegal status. 

The march was also to show 
politicians that the millions of 
immigrants here help the econo-
my, according to answerla.org.

Dipankar Purkay, a profes-
sor at Cal State Fullerton in 
the economics department, said 
he doesnʼt think anyone knows 
exactly how much immigrants 
contribute to the economy but 
said, “It has to be a fairly large 
chunk.”

Two major Orange County 
locations were targeted for pro-
tests: the offices of U.S. Rep. 
Ed Royce, R-Fullerton, and the 
Ronald Reagan Federal Building 
and United States Courthouse in 
Santa Ana. 

With thousands of students 
taking part in previous walk-
out demonstrations last month, 

employees at the Santa Ana 
Unified School District were 
especially prepared for Mondays 
boycott.

“We are prepared for them. 
We have done an extensive 
effort to contact students and 
their families,” said Susan 
Brandt, an intern public infor-
mation officer for the Santa Ana 
school district.

Brandt said local organiza-
tions scheduled afternoon ral-
lies to avoid having students 
walk out again. Also many of 
the schools in the district were 
holding minimum day sched-
ules.

Nearly 3,000 students walked 
out during the March 27 and 
28 protests. They had made it 
clear that schools loose a lot of 

Marches for immigration 
rights draw huge crowds 
in downtown Los Angeles

By Jessica Escorsia
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

UNITED IN PROTEST: Protesters hold a large sheet sewn together with a variety of flags. Several thousand people marched through the 
streets of Los Angeles, beginning at MacArthur Park through Koreatown, to show immigrants  ̓effect on the economy Monday afternoon.

Songha Lee/Daily Titan 

Olde 
Worlde 
Goode 
Tymes 

The women are enhancing their 
cleavage while the men are throw-
ing axes, fencing and jousting to 
the “death,” and non-royals wonʼt 
be wearing any bright colors in 
Irwindale for a good part of May. 

Only until the 21st can Southern 
California residents relive the world 
of 16th century England at the 2006 
Renaissance Pleasure Faire.

The faire is a reenactment of the 
time when Queen Elizabeth Tudor 
reigned and Shakespeare became a 
household name.

This year s̓ faire – in Irwindale 
at the Santa Fe Dam Recreation 
Area – is the largest of its kind in 
the nation.

“If [people] are open to new 
things, they should give it a try,” 
said Martin Trujillo, who was first 
introduced to the faire by his girl-
friend, Heather Strong. “I didnʼt 
know what to expect the first time I 
went, but I found out later that a lot 
of people I know like going; people 
who you wouldnʼt expect to be into 
the renaissance faire.”

Upon entering the gates of the 
faire, guests are thrown into a world 
of dress, games and entertainment. 
The faire is decorated to represent 
what a village in England during 
that time is thought to have looked 
like. 

The first Renaissance Faire 
took place in May of 1963 when a 
schoolteacher by the name of Phyllis 
Patterson, along with her husband, 
Ron, arranged the event as a school 
project. The faire was in North 
Hollywood and attracted a crowd 
of approximately 8,000 for the one-
weekend event. Renaissance Faires 
have since sprouted in cities all 
over North America. 

Many vendor booths line the 
walls of the faire, including those 

Grab some Elizabethan 
garb and get ye to the 

Renaissance Faire

By Jessica Horn
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

SEE RENAISSANCE = PAGE 3 

SEE FESTIVAL = PAGE 3 

SEE BOYCOTT = PAGE 2 

ENCOURAGEMENT: Cardinal 
Roger Mahoney of the Los 
Angeles Archdiocese emplores the 
faithful to pray that the Senate 
will make legislation that is “Just, 
humane, fair and workable.”

Phil Gordon/Daily Titan 



money with student absences, 
Brandt said.

“Schools loose about $28 per 
student,” she said.

Victor Phillips, chair for 
the Fullerton Movimiento 
Estudiantil Chicano/a de Aztlan 
said the organization didnʼt 
have any plans for the boycott. 

“Weʼre supporting other 
peoples efforts, but as far as 
MEChA weʼre not doing any-
thing,” he said.

Phillips said members of 
MEChA participated in protests 
in downtown Los Angeles but 
did not collectively do anything 
Monday.

“Personally Iʼm against the 
whole idea of criminalizing 
an immigrant and anyone that 
helps an immigrant,” he said. 
“Personally I would love to see 
amnesty.”

According to the Web site 
www.facsnet.org, 100 million 
people live and work outside 
their countries of citizenship. 
Eighty percent of those immi-
grants come from Latin America 
and Asia. 

The top three jobs immigrants 
hold when coming to the U.S. 
are janitors, farm workers, and 
maids and nannies – jobs immi-
grants have said Americans will 
not do.

“Itʼs a difficult issue because 
after all those people are ille-

gal,” Purkay said.
Several businesses around 

the protest areas in downtown 
Los Angeles closed their doors 
because the majority of their 
employees were not going to 
show up.

However, businesses around 
the CSUF community kept their 
doors open and reported that all 
of their employees had showed 
up for work. At Pepeʼs Finest 
Mexican Food restaurant on 
Placentia Avenue, business ran 
as usual, and a manager even 

said that the restaurant had been 
busy. 

Purkay added that the solu-
tion is to help Mexicoʼs eco-
nomic development because 
there is an income disparity, 
and itʼs a human thing to do to 
want to make things better for 
your family.

“We should realize the his-
torical geography,” he said. “I 
donʼt think when Columbus 
came he had a green card.… 
These guys will keep coming 
whether you like it or not.”

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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Leader Wants Control of Oil
LA PAZ, Bolivia – President Evo Morales ordered soldiers to 

occupy Boliviaʼs natural gas fields Monday and threatened to 
evict foreign companies unless they give Bolivia control over 
the entire chain of production.

Morales said soldiers and engineers with Boliviaʼs state-
owned oil company would be sent “immediately” to installa-
tions and gas fields tapped by foreign petroleum companies 
– including Britainʼs BG Group PLC and BP PLC, Brazilʼs 
Petroleo Brasileiro SA, Spanish-Argentine Repsol YPF SA and 
U.S.-based Exxon Mobil Corp.

Iraqis Protest at Green Zone
BAGHDAD, Iraq – About 200 Shiites, many of them women 

in full-length black abayas, rallied Monday outside the Green 
Zone to demand that U.S. and Iraqi forces do more to stop 
attacks on Iraqis.

Some protesters waved large banners with slogans demand-
ing better care for families displaced by sectarian violence. One 
weeping woman held up the ID card of her husband, saying he 
was killed in a drive-by shooting.

Grim Predictions on Aid
WASHINGTON – The trust fund for Social Security will be 

depleted in 2040, a year before expected, and Medicare will 
exhaust its trust fund reserves just 12 years from now, trustees 
for the programs said Monday.

Their annual report showed deterioration in the financial 
condition of both of the governmentʼs two largest benefit pro-
grams.

A year ago, the depletion of the Social Security trust fund 
had been projected to occur in 2041 and the Medicare hospital 
insurance fund in 2020.

Flu Spray May Protect Kids
WASHINGTON – Flu shots donʼt protect babies and pre-

schoolers quite as well as they do older children, but a new 
study suggests spraying flu vaccine into a small totʼs nose may 
work better.

The study, presented Monday at a child-health meeting, found 
spray vaccine was 55 percent more effective than traditional flu 
shots when given to nearly 8,000 children under age 5.

Yahoo Shows Its Tech Savvy
SAN FRANCISCO – Yahoo Inc. on Monday unveiled a new 

section aimed at helping consumers cope with the onslaught of 
new technology thatʼs reshaping modern life.

The new service, dubbed “Yahoo Tech,” represents the 
Internet powerhouseʼs latest effort to grab a bigger piece of the 
rapidly growing Internet advertising market.

The section will include 19 different categories devoted to 
an array of products, including laptop computers, cell phones, 
digital cameras and high-definition television.
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If you would like to submit an 
event to Out n  ̓About please 
e-mail news@dailytitan.com
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THIS WEEK: Spring Dance 
Theater coordinated by Gladys 
Kares in the Little Theatre in 
the Performing Arts Center. 
Admission is $9 or $8 with 
advance Titan discount. Visit 
www.fullerton.edu/arts/events for 
show times. 

WEDNESDAY: Free pop-rock 
concert. The band Koufax will 
play the Becker Amphitheatre 
from noon to 1 p.m.

THURSDAY: Free pop-rock con-
cert. The band Paper Models will 
play the TSU Underground Pub 
from noon to 1 p.m.

THURSDAY: Free movie screen-
ing. “Brokeback Mountain” will 
be shown in the Titan Student 
Union from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Admission is free for students. 

WEDNESDAY: First Wednesdays 
at the Lab Anti-Mall. Independent 
films, open mike poetry, mono-
logues, art, photography and local 
musical artists are presented every 
first Wednesday of the month. 
Admission is free. Visit www.
thelab.com for information.

WEDNESDAY THRU SUNDAY: 
Comedian Pablo Francisco per-
forms that the Irvine Improv. 
Admission is $22. Go to www.
improv.com for information.

SATURDAY: KIIS-FMʼs Wango 
Tango at the Verizon Wireless 
Amphitheater in Irvine at 5 p.m. 
Artists includes Kanye West, 
Mary J. Blige and many more. 
Tickets start at $46.  Go to www.
ticketmaster.com for tickets. 

Most students hope to sign up 
for an interesting class with a pas-
sionate instructor. Students can 
find both in the classroom of Beth 
Lorenzo, a music professor at Cal 
State Fullerton.

Her friendly smile and energet-
ic personality make it easy for any 
student to learn from her. Itʼs no 
wonder Lorenzo knew she always 
wanted to be a teacher, especially 
since she grew up in a house in 
which both parents were teachers. 

“My dad taught high school and 
my mom worked in special educa-
tion,” Lorenzo said.

The Connecticut native received 
a bachelorʼs degree in music from 
Dartmouth College, a masterʼs 
degree in music from UC Santa 

Barbara, and a doctorate degree in 
musicology from UCLA.

She has been teaching music 
classes for about 10 years with 
five of those years spent at CSUF.

Any student who has taken a 
music class with her can tell that 
she has teaching in her blood. She 
is passionate about the subjects 
she teaches and passes that love 
on to her students.

Lorenzo teaches a variety of 
classes for the music lover to 
take, including music apprecia-
tion, 19th century music, medi-
eval and renaissance music, and 
her personal favorite, women in 

music. 
“Thatʼs my favorite class 

because it allows me to talk about 
a mix of music, from pop to clas-
sical,” Lorenzo said. “Plus I learn 
so much from my students.” 

She has been playing piano for 
30 years and adds modestly that 
she can also sing, although she 
doesnʼt do it as much anymore. 

When it comes to her own taste 
in music, she listens to a wide 
variety: Metallica, Madonna, 
Billie Holiday and Alicia Keys.

Before she began her career 
as a professor she spent her days 
working retail at Macyʼs and as a 
supermarket cashier. 

“My favorite part about being a 
teacher is getting to interact with 
a diverse group of people from 
all different ethnicities and age 
groups,” Lorenzo said. 

She said she feels there is 
more diversity at CSUF because 
itʼs a state school in Southern 
California.

She spends her free time run-
ning, volunteering at animal shel-
ters and, of course, listening to 
music.

FACULTY
FOCUS

Beth Lorenzo
Music Professor

By Alicia David
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

   OFF CAMPUS

BOYCOTT
FROM PAGE 1 

ʻIT CAN BE DONEʼ: A protester walks underneath the American 
Flag in downtown Los Angeles on Monday along with fellow pro-
testers chanting “Si Se Puede,” which means “it can be done.”

Olivia Portugal/For the Daily Titan 
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Animal Event 
Should Be a Hoot

A red-tailed hawk and three 
owls will be among the featured 
guests at an animal conservation 
event on campus Friday.

Roots and Shoots, a club 
originally founded by renowned 
anthropologist Jane Goodall, will 
host its 6th annual Animals in 
the Spotlight event at 6 p.m. in 
Cal State Fullertonʼs TSU Titan 
Theatre 1.  

This yearʼs event, titled In Our 
Own Backyard: Threats to Local 
Wildlife, is free and will highlight 
the causes and concerns for cer-
tain birds of prey, amphibians and 
reptiles. 

“Amphibian species are disap-
pearing from the globe at an alarm-
ing rate,” Brenda Scott Royce, 
author and conservationist, said. 
“And since they are indicator spe-
cies, scientists are extremely con-
cerned about what their decline 
could means for other species, 
including humans.”

Speaking at the event will be 
Russ Smith, an amphibian and 
reptile curator at the Los Angeles 
Zoo, and Tia Heilberger, from 
the Orange County Bird of Prey 
Center. They will not only speak, 
but may also interact with attend-
ees to get people more involved. 

“Both speakers will be dis-
cussing the threats to these ani-
mals  ̓ habitats with the continu-
ous growth and development in 
Orange County and its commu-
nities,” said Roots and Shoots  ̓
Vice President Justin Stewart. “By 
bringing to light issues and topics, 
participants have the knowledge 
to make a difference.”

The speakers will not be alone at 
this yearʼs symposium. Heilberger 
will bring along four Orange 
County natives: a red-tailed hawk 
and three owls. 

“Some students should be par-
ticularly interested if they want 
connections to the Los Angeles 
Zoo because both Brenda [Scott 
Royce] and Russ [Smith] are 
big players,” Roots and Shoots 
President Katie Zeoli said.

Royce, also from the L.A. Zoo, 
will sign her new book, “Monkey 
Love.” 

Royce was involved in Animals 
in the Spotlight when she attended 
CSUF. She earned her degree in 
2004. Last year she brought her 
toddler; this year she will be a 
part of the event, of which she has 
had the pleasure of watching grow 
throughout the years, she said. 

“Each year the event attracts 
more and more students, as well as 
members of the community who 
are interested in animals and envi-
ronmental issues,” she said. “And 
the core attendees are people who 
are concerned about wildlife and 
environmental issues and want to 
know how to get involved.”

Other attendees are students 
who are earning points for attend-
ing and those interested in the 
many raffles and prizes given 
away at the event. Raffle tick-
ets are $3 each or three for $5, 
and this yearʼs prizes include 
Disneyland tickets, wine baskets, 
movie gift sets and restaurant gift 
cards. All the proceeds will go to 
organizations that help conserve 
local wildlife. 

Roots and Shoots members said 
they hope to spread the word on 
environmental issues and conser-
vation methods to help save the 
animals being endangered.

“Due to massive freeway expan-
sion and extensive home develop-
ments, these animals  ̓habitats are 
disappearing,” Stewart said. 

And although anthropology 
majors are the main attendees, the 
club invites everyone to join in 
and help out. 

“It doesnʼt matter if you are 
majoring in communications, arts, 
business or humanities – each and 
every one of us is responsible for 
caring for our environment and all 
of its inhabitants,” Stewart said. 

Experts will discuss 
disappearing local habitats, 

show off birds of prey

By Kirsten Alto
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

she is also the president of the 
Orange County chapter of the 
National Federation of the Blind of 
California, and the president of the 
Titan Visual Flight Rules, an avia-
tion club on campus.

“Shelley is more organized than 
all the rest of us put together,” 
said Steven Gould, who has known 
Alongi since she first became 
involved in Campus Outreach in 
1987. “So when we need some-
thing done we usually just say, ʻAll 
right, Shelley, take over.  ̓” 

Alongi has been a part of the 
CSUF campus since 1984 as a 
freshman, right out of high school. 

“Iʼve been taking my time with 
my degree. Donʼt rush me,” Alongi 
said. 

After completing her bachelor s̓ 
degree in liberal studies in 1994, 
she decided to continue her edu-
cation at CSUF, beginning work 
toward her master s̓ degree.

Alongi is passionate when she 
discusses what she plans to do after 
college.

“I want to write three or four or 
five novels, own my own restaurant 
and own my own home,” Alongi 
said. “I love food. I want to own a 
restaurant that is different. Not in a 
strip mall or in a food court, but just 
different.”

Despite her busy schedule, 
Alongi finds the time to volunteer 
whenever she can. 

“I have a lot more time right 
now, so that is why Iʼm back cook-
ing hamburgers on Fridays,” Alongi 
said, as she reflected on her upcom-
ing weekend, mapping out the plans 
she had already made. “Wait, did I 
just say Iʼm not busy?”

ALONGI
FROM PAGE 1 

and also get a chance to network 
with industry professionals and 
alumni, Baumgartner said. 

The alumni guests in particular 
are appreciated by those in atten-
dance each year.

“I think it is wonderful how 
alumni come back and sup-
port where they came from,” 
Huddleson said.

While the ceremony is signifi-
cant for the filmmakers and their 
cast and crew, those not part of 
a nominated film can enjoy the 
event as well.

“Going to the event is fun 
just to see your friends win,” 
Baumgartner said.

Ly, who is nominated in the best 
experimental video category for 
his film, “All in a Dayʼs Work,” 
looks forward to the ceremony, 
both for his nomination and for 
the recognition of other students.

“I am really excited to go this 
year to see if my film wins,” Ly 
said. “I am also looking forward 
to meeting other members and 
alumni there to socialize and just 
talk film. 

“I think the ceremony is going 
to be like our Oscars, where for 
one night we dress up and go to an 
awards show and see if our mov-
ies make it.”

FESTIVAL
FROM PAGE 1 

A Faire Amount of Imagination

selling candles, glass art, jewelry, 
goblets and more. Renaissance 
clothing is also available for sale 
or for rent for the day. 

Most people who attend the 
faire get dressed to fit the part. 
There are many roles to dress up 
as, Strong said. 

“You can be a peasant, a person 
of royalty, or a gypsy,” Strong 
said. “They also have beast peo-
ple, but I donʼt even know what 
they are about. There are also 
pirates and sometimes comics and 
jesters.”

Strong, who has been to three 
Renaissance Faires, always dress-
es as a wench, which she describes 
as, “a peasant woman who likes to 
have a good time.”

Although costumes can be pur-
chased at the faire – Strong s̓ par-
ents bought her outfit there –many 
attendees get creative and make 
their own outfits. 

“I actually made my own out-
fit,” Amanda Weller, faire-enthu-
siast, said. “I couldnʼt find exactly 
what I was looking for on sale, 
but next time Iʼll settle. While Iʼve 
gotten compliments for original-
ity, it was too much of a pain.”

The renaissance Web site gives 
detailed instructions on how 

to make an authentic costume. 
Women just need to remember to 
wear a bustier to enhance cleav-
age, as that was the style in that 
time.

“My first reaction was boobs 
and beer!” Trujillo said. “My 
favorite part is the drinking and 
playing all of the games. Watching 
all the people in their outfits is 
good fun too.”

Certain col-
ors are not to be 
worn by certain 
classes of people. 
For example, the 
peasant class 
colors are rust, 
red, yellow, blue, 
brown, orange, 
green, gray and 
off-white. It is not acceptable for 
peasants to wear bright colors, 
such as aqua, any neon shade, 
fuchsia, teal, turquoise, pink or 
even black. 

According to the faire s̓ Web 
site, historic Elizabethan law 
required every person over the 
age of 13 to wear a hat in pub-
lic. Shoes are hard to duplicate 
without spending a big chunk of 
change. Tennis shoes, army boots, 
biker boots, high-heeled shoes 
and fringed-shoes are not accurate 
portrayals of shoes worn during 
the time period. 

Many types of games are avail-
able to play including axe throws, 

javelin tosses, archery, fencing 
duels, and more. The faire also 
has big attractions including the 
most popular: knights jousting on 
horseback. 

A big part of why so many 
people enjoy the renaissance faire 
is because beer stands lurk around 
every corner. The faire also serves 
mead, a wine that is rarely found 

today.
“You donʼt 

get a lot of mead 
these days. It s̓ a 
sweet wine. The 
alcohol all falls 
to the bottom 
of the glass,” 
Strong said.

Food stands 
sell turkey-legs, 

sausage, steak on a stake and 
artichokes. There is plenty to pick 
from, but not for Strong, who is a 
vegetarian. 

“Iʼll just stick to my beer,” she 
said. 

Strong was first fascinated by 
the Renaissance and especially 
by Shakespeare after reading the 
Bard s̓ works in the eighth-grade. 

She attended her first faire last 
year, after numerous attempts, but 
she plans to go at least twice each 
year for the future, bringing her 
family and boyfriend along again. 

“The first time I went was so 
much fun,” she said. “I went with 
my family, and I was just old 

enough to drink. I was drinking 
Guinness with my dad and watch-
ing lots of plays.” 

There are a handful of plays to 
watch, including family shows, 
such as magicians, and shows for 
the older crowd.

“I think the shows are my 
favorite part,” Strong said. “It s̓ 
great because there are a lot of 
people that come together that 
like the same time period as I do. 
It s̓ fun because not that many 
people I know are into it. It s̓ like 
Disneyland for me.”

Randomly strolling the streets 
of the faire are noble characters 
such as Queen Elizabeth, to which 
Strong excitedly remarks, “Look! 
It s̓ the queen!” 

New words are introduced into 
many vocabularies after a day at 
the faire, such as “grammarcy,” 
meaning thank-you, or “huzzah” 
meaning “hooray.” 

Huzzah is heard much through-
out the day when beer servers get 
a tip: “Huzzah for the big-tip-
per!”

Tickets at the door cost $25 for 
ages 12 and over, $15 for children 
5 through 12, and online tickets 
are available at a cheaper rate. 
The Renaissance Pleasure Faire 
is open weekends only from now 
until May 21 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. 

For more information, go to 
www.renfair.com. 

RENAISSANCE 
FROM PAGE 1 

Sometimes Steve OʼNeal is not 
Steve OʼNeal. Sometimes heʼs 
a Renaissance mercenary. “Iʼm 
ʻGilleban,  ̓ armorer and merce-
nary of Clan MacColin,” he said.  

OʼNeal volunteers for the 
up-and-running Renaissance 
Pleasure Faire, creating a world 
of Elizabethan English nobles 
and scullery maids at the Santa 
Fe Dam Recreation Area in 
Irwindale.

“The faire is a 360-degree the-
ater, and participants are actors on 
a panoramic stage,” said OʼNeal, 
a faire participant and a chain-
mail specialist. “Weʼre there to 
make it as real as possible for our 

guests. We walk the walk, talk 
the talk and dress the dress…. 
Iʼm not ʻSteve OʼNeal  ̓when Iʼm 
out there.”

The faire, now in its 44th year, 
features different guilds or troupes 
composed of local student and 
community volunteers depicting 
various facets of Elizabethan life.

“I was a fencing teacher,” said 
April Keller, a 23-year-old faire 
participant currently taking time 
off from the faire. “Teaching the 
kids is a lot of fun. You always let 
the kids win, so every kid leaves 
with a certificate.” 

Among the various troupes 
and guilds are the Queen s̓ court, 
which depicts Queen Elizabeth 
and her royals dining in deca-
dence, and Clan MacColin and 
the guild of St. Michael, who 
battle to the death during the 
daily Battle Pageant.

“The Battle Pageant is very 
loosely planned out,” OʼNeal 
said. “We kind of die on cue. 

Weʼll give some sort of signal 
before we attack, and theyʼll 
know to die.” 

Participants arenʼt required to 
attend every faire. As a volunteer, 
participants come whenever they 
can.

“I canʼt come to the faire on 
Sundays because of my other 
job,” OʼNeal said. “They donʼt 
give me a hard time, but it would 
be better if I could come on 
Sundays…. Then there s̓ some-
one else to die during the battle 
pageant. The more bodies the 
better.”

Due to the popularity of the 
faire, a lot of time and energy is 
put in before the faire begins in 
April. Participants get involved 
in early February during an all-
cast meeting and orientation. Cast 
members were required to register 
with the faire and complete work-
shops, which began March 1. 

“New participants are required 
to complete 10 workshops,” said 

Jose Lavaredda, production stage 
manager for the faire. “The four 
basics: Elizabethan language, 
improvisation, costuming and 
faire tour, as well as six others of 
their choice. Masters [those with 
years of experience] are required 
to take three workshops of their 
choice.” 

“I like to take the tour every 
few years just to reacquaint 
myself with the site and see what 
has changed,” OʼNeal said.  

Most of the people involved in 
the faire stay involved for years 
at a time.

“Iʼve been with the faire for 14 
years,” Lavarreda said. “I was the 
stage manager since 1999, then 
last year I became the production 
stage manager.” 

“I joined in 1996,” OʼNeal said. 
“It s̓ become a new life for me. 
Yeah, I work a great ʻreal world  ̓
job and have friends outside of 
the MacColin clan, but theyʼre 
like having an extra family.” 

Volunteers play their 
medieval parts, even if it 
means ‘dying’ in battle

By Lori Martinez
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

“It’s like Disneyland 
for me.”

Heather Strong

Faire-Goer

TOTALLY MAGNIFICENT: ʻMoonie the MagnifʼCent  ̓is a laugh riot in his stage show full of odd comedy, jug-
gling, rope walking, and bringing the crowd into his act. He does this while not uttering more than a few words.

Kevin Rogers/Daily Titan 
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Providing insight, analysis and perspective since 1960
TITAN EDITORIAL  

In deference to the paradigm established by venerable Swiss philosopher Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau, unsigned Titan Editorials strive to represent the general will of the Daily 
Titan editorial board and do not necessarily reflect the view of the university. 

Philip Fuller, Opinion Editor

Nicole M. Smith, Executive Editor

Kim Orr, Managing Editor 

Editorial Board

SEARCHING FOR RESISTANCE
n an age of electronic 
communications and 
computer databases chock 
full of old e-mails, blog 
postings and embarrass-

ing family photos, we will never 
have any privacy. Ever.

Everything we say and do on 
the Internet is recorded some-
where, and the fight for online 
privacy is one that will never 
be won.

Human Rights in China, a 
New York-based human rights 
group, blasted Yahoo! last week 
for infringing on the rights of 
Chinese citizens. The group 
alleges that the Internet giant has 
aided the Chinese Communist 
Party in the prosecution of sev-
eral political dissidents in the 
last three years.

Wang Xiaoning, who led 
an Internet discussion board 
“Democratic Reform Free 
Forum and Current Political 
Commentary” used Yahoo!ʼs 
services to set the forum up, as 
well as to receive e-mail dis-
cussing multi-party Democracy. 
He was sentenced to 10 years 
in prison, partially because of 
information provided by Yahoo!, 
after being convicted on charges 
of “incitement to subvert state 
power.”

The Chinese Communist 
Party calls any talk of a multi-
party system subversive.

The internet company also 
provided information that led to 
a four-year prison sentence for 
Jiang Lijun, also on charges of 
political subversion.  

As recently as 2005, the com-

pany was involved in the pros-
ecution of government critic Shi 
Tao.  

In its defense, Yahoo! has 
made statements proclaiming 
that it abides by local law wher-
ever it chooses to operate.  

In other words, instead of 
seeing China as a place where 
human beings live under a gov-
ernment that is not always sup-
portive of their freedoms, Yahoo! 
sees a giant and largely untapped 
reservoir of income.

Yahoo! is not alone in cater-
ing to the Chinese government 
by trampling the rights of its 
users. Microsoft Inc. and Google 
Inc. have also been accused of 
helping in the prosecution of 
Chinese dissidents, shutting 
down discussion boards that 
Chinaʼs government feels are 
subversive and filtering Internet 
searches to keep out material not 
deemed suitable for the Chinese 
masses. 

Despite the outcry over the 
company s̓ involvement in the 
violation of human rights, it s̓ 
doubtful that Yahoo!, Google 
or Microsoft will change their 
course of action in the future. 

This is because they remain 
a solid investment option. 
If investors donʼt force these 
companies to change their poli-
cies in regards to global human 
rights, the companies have no 
incentive to do so. They would 
rather remain in China under 
the good graces of the Chinese 
Communist Party, fetching what 
theyʼre asked to fetch as the 
money pours in. 

I

Sometimes 
I get a hold 
of topics and 
I like to glom 
onto them, 
explore them, 
philosophize 
about them. 
Lately, the 
thorn in my 
side has been 
the positives 
and negatives 
of smoking. 
I know this 
topic isnʼt as 

thrilling as “doggy-style misad-
ventures” or racial epithets, but 
you know what? Itʼs my column 
and if you donʼt like it, Iʼm really 
sorry and I wonʼt ever write about 
smoking again. Aah, nothing like 
a little spineless quibbling to 
make the ladies love cool Jeff. 

Currently, Iʼm on the warm 
and fuzzy side of the smoking 

ilk. It is not uncommon nowa-
days for them to embrace me in a 
hug that leaves us both smelling 
like the inside of my grandpaʼs 
coat. I genuinely enjoy it though, 
not only because I want to have 
allies in this fickle world, but 
because my grandpa has been 
dead for many years and those 
tender embraces are like sweet 
nostalgia. Hmm, actually I am 
lying about that: I never knew my 
grandpa, and he didnʼt smoke. 
I guess I just wanted to impress 
you all … sorry. Long story short, 
I hate people who smoke. 

Now before you get all bent out 
of shape and call me a hypocrite, 
let me elaborate. I donʼt hate 
everyone who smokes, rather as 
you all know, I vastly prefer the 
smokers. What I hate are what 
I call “Annoying, Stupid, Soul-
Hating, Obtuse Evil Smokers.” 
Now, for the sake of brevity, 
because I know you all have bet-
ter things to do than sit around and 
fawn over my awesomeness, I will 
hereto forth condense the phrase 

“Annoying, Stupid, Soul-Hating 
Obtuse, Evil Smokers” into the 
brief acronym, A.S.S.H.O.L.E.S..  

A.S.S.H.O.L.E.S. are the mis-
creants who walk through large 
crowds puffing away on what the 
English call “fags,” with little 
to no disregard for anyone else. 
They are by and large, the same 
ones that throw their cigarette 
butts from car windows, or drop 
them underfoot, with nary a con-
cern for Mother Nature or her 
sweet friend, the earth.

I am wholeheartedly convinced 
that these “A.S.S.H.O.L.E.S.” 
are entirely what is keeping the 
smoking population down and 
cigarette prices up. Smoking as 
we all agree – smokers included 
– isnʼt the best of habits, but 
it obviously could be worse. It 
could be publicly fiddling with 
your privates on the city bus for 
an extended period of time. What 
pushes people to act on making 
smoking illegal is their own self-
ish regard for their wellbeing and 
that of their children. 

As smokers, people need to 
consider that not everyone wants 
Marlboro lungs or a singed, spent 
cigarette filter polluting their 
beautiful nature. Smoking was 
largely banned on public beaches 
in Orange County recently because 
A.S.S.H.O.L.E.S felt compelled 
to turn beaches formerly littered 
only with Pepsi products and bro-
ken sand toys, into an ashtray. 
Congrats, A.S.S.H.O.L.E.S., you 
ruined it for the rest of us. If 
God wants to punish you with 
a weak sense of self restraint, 
and you canʼt refrain from uti-
lizing the lazy manʼs suicide, at 
least step off to the side, away 
from the crowd, donʼt toss your 
butts on the ground, and please, 
indulge the occasional request 
to not extinguish your cigarettes 
onto the foreheads of strangerʼs 
babies (I donʼt know if people 
do this, but trust me, donʼt start). 
This is by far the best way to keep 
an Annoying Stupid Smoker from 
getting Banned Earthwide And 
Targeted.                    

Jeff Klima
Humor 

Columnist

Jeff Cares

Discourtesy Keeps Smokers Down

Vacant kitchens and closed down 
mechanic shops were just some of 
the sights caused by yesterday s̓ 
nationwide celebration of “May 
Day,” because this year it played 
host to a nationwide protest known 
as “a day without an immigrant.” 
Cities all across the U.S. organized 
rallies to honor the working class 
as well as to protest reform bill 
HR4337. One of the first May Day 
protests was held in Chicago in 
1886. The impact of the protest 
proved to be so significant that May 
1 was officially declared May Day. 

Originally workers from the 
protests fought to receive eight-
hour workdays. This year, workers 
marched in an effort to be recog-
nized for their hard work and dedi-
cation to jobs that few would want 
to fill. From California to New York 
people gathered to be heard once 

again in a movement toward social 
justice. Parents took their kids out 
of school, and thousands of workers 
ditched their employers despite the 
threats posed by many companies 
to fire those who did not show up 
for work. 

Crowds were composed mainly 
of undocumented workers and lower 
class residents advocating for labor 
and immigrant rights. A group of 
Cal State Fullerton students joined 
demonstrators at the local Santa Ana 
protest. In support of the movement 
the students brought pre-packed 
lunches and drinks as an attempt to 
boycott all merchants. 

As with the last anti-immigration 
reform protest, demonstrators dis-
played their patriotism at all rallies 
with thousands of American flags. 
However, the opposition against 
May Day protesters was more appar-
ent than in previous events. The 
Minutemen made an appearance at 
the Santa Ana rally but their pres-
ence and anti-immigrant messages 

were engulfed by the thousands of 
protesters walking past them. 

This recent protest, and hundreds 
of others that have occurred in the 
past couple of months have already 
begun to show signs of impact on 
U.S. labor and U.S. residents. To 
give an example, the hotel my father 
works for has recently released all 
undocumented employees and are 
now taking extreme precautions 
by only employing verified U.S. 
citizens to avoid being penalized by 
the government. “We have experi-
enced a turnaround of dishwashers 
so quick that we [cooks] sometimes 
have to wash all the dishes aside 
from our job,” my father said. The 
dishwashing job, “…is too much 
work for one person, but undocu-
mented workers are willing to do it 
without complaints,” he said. 

This is just one of the companies 
that has and will experience dif-
ficulties trying to hire documented 
employees to fill positions no one is 
willing to work. 

There is one aspect the social 
justice movement that the media 
has yet to discuss. It is the subject 
of discrimination. The opposition 
against the immigration reform has 
also caused many people in favor of 
the reform to act on their feelings of 
resentment. 

It is important to recognize that 
protesters are marching peacefully, 
and demonstrating their opinions in 
a manner conducive to our democ-
racy. 

But although the immigrant 
movement is great in numbers, it 
still faces still huge opposition. Its 
goals will not be easy to accomplish, 
but as witnessed, the number of sup-
porters continues to grow and the 
effort will remain strong. It is a clear 
indication currently being given by 
U.S. government; the resistance 
against the bill has halted its passing 
and as the U.S. Senate continues to 
deliberate, people will continue to 
march in hopes that their voices will 
eventually make a difference. 

By Nohemy Martinez
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

Not Just A Distress Signal Anymore
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Making the Most of Her Time

Walking out of the jet way and into an airport 
and country 8,000 miles from home isnʼt a typi-
cal experience that most 16-year-old girls have 
to endure. 

Especially when the city she just landed in 
will be where her new residence.

Titans  womenʼs tennis player Ruya Inalpulat, 
now 21 and a senior that just finished up her 
collegiate playing career, went though that 
experience. 

The native of Turkey has overcome language  
barrier and homesickness to find great success 
as a student-athlete Cal State Fullerton. 

“When I first picked her up from the air-
port she didnʼt say a word and said maybe no 
more than five during the first year I coached 
her,” Titan womenʼs tennis Head Coach Bill 
Reynolds said.

Inalpulat, had to get used to a brand new 
culture in a country much different from her 
homeland. At times assimilating was very tough 
for Inalpulat, often feeling homesick. 

Inalpulat said that Californiaʼs cultural style 
is more laid back and  “chill” than the rest of the 
world and other parts of the United States.

“Back home [Turkey] has more in common 
with New York City and itʼs up-tempo mental-
ity,” Inalpulat said. “Also I sometimes notice 
that Turkey is more family oriented than the 
United States are.”

Besides being her homeland, Ankara, Turkey 
is where she learned to play tennis at the age 
of six. Inalpulat frequently accompanied her 
mother to the local club they were members of. 
Her mother frequently played tennis and one 
day Inalpulat was convinced by some of the 
other club members to play tennis and her fas-
cination with the sport grew from there.

“When I first started I was just going along 
with things, but now I canʼt imagine my life 
with out hitting a tennis ball around,” Inalpulat 
said.

Throughout her time at the CSUF campus she 
has not relied on her vocal skills to get through, 

but Reynolds feels Inalpulat is one of the best at 
leading by example on-and-off the court. 

Inalpulat won 50 singles matches over her 
four-year span at CSUF, including a 17-13 
match record her junior year. 

Prior to coming to the United States, she 
played on the Turkish Junior Tennis Federation 
and was competing at international level at the 
age of 12.

During her freshman season on the CSUF 
tennis team, she took the role of number one 
singles and has been there ever since. 

Fellow senior and teammate Ashley “Chip” 

Dunbar marveled at the success Inalpulat has 
had after taking on such a big responsibility, 
especially being from another country.

“She took the role on at once and was a 
leader for not only people younger than her, 
but older as well,” Dunbar said. “She has also 
taught us so much about her culture. (She) has 
come so far from not being able to speak a word 
of English.”

Inalpulat, a communications major, has man-
aged to balance her academic and athletic life 
at CSUF. 

Inalpulat said that a good education will help 
her make better decisions about her future after 
she graduates.  

She has been on the Athletics Honor Roll 
every semester maintaining a 3.23 GPA. 

“Her priorities have always been academics, 
then tennis and her social life, which ironically 
revolves around the team,” Reynolds said. 

Coaching his CSUF tennis team, Reynolds 
said that he tries to run his team in that same 
manner as Inalpulat lives her life and wants his 
athletes to have a good balance between the 
three and knows that it is exactly how Inalpulat 
would want things as well.

This past season, Inalpulatʼs success on-and-
off the court was recognized nationally when 
she was selected as one of the Arthur Ashe, Jr., 

Sports Scholar nominees. 
“I was shocked and excited when I first heard 

about it,” Inalpulat said. “It was something I 
wouldʼve never expected to receive.”

Upon graduation Inalpulat said, sheʼll “go 
with the flow” and possibly end up back home 
in Turkey. 

Directing and producing her own movies is a 
possibility that she has thought about and hopes 
to achieve one day down the road.

Inalpulat said that next year will be pivotal 
for her life as she will decide whether to stay in 
the Unites States or perhaps return home. 

“If Iʼm happy with what my future here [in 
the U.S.] I will mostly likely want to stay and 
wonʼt have any second thoughts,” Inalpulat 
said. “If not, I have no problem in returning 
home.” 

No matter what she decides to due with her 
future Inalpulat can rely on her strong personal-
ity to take her any place that she wants to go, 
her teammates feel.

“She is one of the friendliest people Iʼve ever 
known and has grown so much,” Dunbar said.

Tennis player from Turkey 
overcomes culture clash to enjoy life 

as a student-athlete at CSUF
By tim young

Daily Titan Staff Writer   

“She is one of the friendliest 
people I’ve ever known and has 

grown so much.”

Chip Dunbar

Titan Tennis Player

A SMASHING SUCCESS: CSUF senior tennis player Ruya Inalpulat returns a ball hit her way.  Inalpulat, a native of Turkey came to the United 
States at the age of 16. 

Provided By CSUF Athletics Media Relations

LEADING BY EXAMPLE: Ruya Inalpulat 
is respected by teammates, past and present. 

CSUF Athletics media relations 

Reggie Bush can buy as many 
houses as he wants now with the 
millions he will receive being the 
second overall pick by the New 
Orleans Saints in Saturdayʼs NFL 
Draft. 

His former USC teammate Matt 
Leinart though may have to settle 
for a condominium after dropping 
to become the 10th overall pick.

Leinart, who could have been 
the top pick in last yearʼs draft if 
he would have not decided to stay 
at USC for his senior year, fell to 
the Arizona Cardinals who had the 
tenth pick, which will mean mil-
lions less in signing bonuses and 
salary.    

“Man I canʼt believe my 
Cardinals got Matt Leinart!” said 
UCLA student Jerome Howard, 
who watched the draft along with 
other football fans inside the 
Yankee Doodles bar in long Beach. 
“No one even talked about the 
Cardinals getting him. Finally we 
have a quarterback.”

Leinart, who grew up in Santa 
Ana and played quarterback 
at Mater Dei High School  was 
accused of being too “Hollywood” 
by some NFL experts, and his 
lack of arm-strength and physical 
mobility was also questioned dur-
ing the weeks leading up to the 
draft. 

Leinart said 
on ESPN “that 
his first prior-
ity is being a 
great football 
player,” and 
heʼs perturbed 
by all the criti-
cism that heʼs 
heard in recent 
weeks. 

Leinartʼs USC teammate Bush 
has also had a rough couple of 
weeks after it was discovered 
that his parents were allowed to 
live rent-free in a $750,000 house 
owned by a sportʼs marketing firm 
in San Diego, which is a violation 
of NCAA rules.

Bush was the considered to be 
the best player in the draft, but the 
Houston Texans decided to use the 
top pick on North Carolina State 
star Mario Williams instead. 

Houston Texans owner Bob 
McNair told the Los Angeles Times 
that the NCAA controversy sur-
rounding Bush had no bearing on 
their decision not to draft Bush. 

“You know, look at this way, if 
we had Bush, would we outscore 
Indianapolis? Our decision was 
no,” McNair said. “Whatʼs our best 
chance of beating Indianapolis? 
Thatʼs with a pass rush, and 
thatʼs with [defensive end] Mario 
Williams.” 

The crowd at Yankee Doodles 
couldnʼt believe that Bush fell to 
the Saints. 

“Thatʼs crazy not taking Bush,” 
said Victor Munoz, who was wear-
ing an Oakland Raiders Jersey. 
“How can you not take superman? 
Everyone knows that Bush is the 

best player in the entire draft. I just 
think that Bush was probably ask-
ing for too much money.” 

USCʼs other star running back 
also had a disappointing day dur-
ing Saturdayʼs draft. 

After being a projected first 
round pick by many sports publi-
cations, LenDale White fell to the 
end of the second round where he 
was finally picked by the Tennessee 
Titans, 45th overall. 

Newspaper reports on Saturday 
said that White had failed a drug 
test during NFL team workouts, 
which is believed to be a major 
reason why White dropped in the 
draft.

“I feel every team that passed 
me up, I have something to prove. 
I have to prove something to 
Tennessee still, but after I get done 
proving it to them thereʼs 31 other 
teams after training camp that I 
have to visit,“ White told the Los 
Angeles Times. 

“It has not been a good day for 
my Trojans,” USC graduate Rocio 
Valencia said. “First Bush drops, 
then Leinart drops, and now White 
drops - whatʼs going on?” 

While perhaps just falling short 
of fans  ̓ expectations with where 
Bush and Leinart was picked,    
USCʼs draft day did not end there. 

Offensive tackle Winston Justice, 
who was also widely believed to be 
a first round pick, also dropped to 
the second round where he was 
finally pick-up by the Philadelphia 
Eagles. 

Just like in Januaryʼs college 
football championship, the Texas 

Longhorns had 
their own stars 
shine through. 

The Tennessee 
Titans chose 
q u a r t e r b a c k 
Vince Young over 
Leinart with the 
third overall pick, 
and the Oakland 
Raiders chose 
Longhorn defen-

sive back Michael Huff with the 
seventh pick. 

Youngʼs draft status was one 
of the more debated by NFL draft 
experts as many had expected 
either Leinart or Cutler to be the 
first quarterback chosen.  

The UCLA Bruins  ̓top two play-
ers, tight end Marcedes Lewis and 
running back Maurice Drew, were 
both drafted by the Jacksonville 
Jaguars.  

“You know, I find the draft to 
be just as exciting as watching a 
game,” said Albert Fowler, who 
was wearing an old John Elway 
Denver Broncos  ̓ jersey at Yankee 
Doodles.

“One player can mean so much 
to a team, and thereʼs always the 
chance of a big trade happening on 
draft day.”  

Then moments later, Fowler 
began to jump for joy when his 
Broncos traded up in the draft and 
picked Jay Cutler from Vanderbilt 
as the 11th overall pick. 

Time will tell who will actually 
be the best quarterback in the draft, 
but on this day it looks like Cutler 
had the best cheering section.

“You see, what did I tell you!” 
Fowler said. “We landed the best 
quarterback in the draft.” 

Football fans bemoan the 
newfound status of their 
favorites college players

By kirk dingley 
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

NFL Draft Talk 
Generates Buzz

“You know, I find the 
draft to be as exciting 
as watching a game.”

Albert Fowler

Denver Broncos Fan

Steroid Controversy in Majors May Lead To Earlier Testing

With the ongoing drama of baseballʼs steroid prob-
lem and the swirl of controversy surrounding seven-
time National League MVP Barry Bonds  ̓ supposed 
tainted chase for home run immortality, Major League 
Baseball has been working hard on keeping to its 
word and enforcing the current steroid abuse policy.

But when does the policy begin? Or more impor-
tantly, when should it begin?

Most people are under the assumption that baseball 
players start testing for performance enhancing drugs 
once they enter the minor leagues.  

And those people are correct.  But there have been 
ideas thrown around throughout the media that sug-
gest maybe we need to start at an earlier age.

Skip Bayless, San Jose Mercury News columnist 
and ESPN contributor, said on ESPNʼs morning show 
“Cold Pizza” that Major League Baseball needs to 
start testing at the lower levels.  This idea seemed 
reasonable when talking to Robert Kersey, a Professor 
of Kinesiology and Health Promotion at Cal State 
Fullerton.

“I mean yeah, high school kids are doing it. Junior 

high school kids are doing it,” Kersey said.
But one major drawback would be the cost of con-

ducting such tests at the amateur level.  
Student athletes at Cal State Fullerton are tested for 

what Kersey called “recreational drugs.”  These tests 
cost $10 to $50, whereas a steroid test would cost 
more.  

In many cases, these 
tests would run in the 
range of $100 to $200, 
Kersey said.

Bayless said that he 
thought Major League 
Baseball should be the 
one to fund the project.  
So there are two issues: 
should there be testing at 
the lower levels and who 
should pay?

Mike Scheetz, Valencia High School varsity base-
ball coach, who has been coaching high school base-
ball for 25 years, believes that testing for steroids at 
the lower levels is a good idea.  

But as far as Major League Baseball funding the 
testing, he said that that could never happen.

“[They] are not responsible for high school ath-
letes,” said Scheetz, who also played Minor League 
baseball for the San Francisco Giants.  “It should be 
set up by the parents since they are responsible for 
their child.”

Whether people want to believe it or not, steroids 
and other performance enhancing drugs play a huge 
part in the way we as fans view the game of baseball.  
We like to see high scoring games where the super-
stars hit 500 ft. homeruns.  

It is what the game has become and although 
people disagree with steroid 
use, the home runs that have 
been hit by many sluggers 
that also may have dabbled in 
steroids over the last 10 years 
is not enough to stop fans 
from coming out the baseball 
stadiums and keep them from 
watching. 

With Bonds in the starting 
lineup, hitting 73 home runs 
in 2001 and winning MVP 
awards in 2001, 2002, 2003 

and 2004, the San Francisco Giants were one of Major 
League Baseballʼs top road draws. 

“It makes the game more exciting,” CSUF adver-
tising student Chris Jett said. “Theyʼre not going to 
make me stop watching.”

Jett said that he agreed with the idea of testing for 
steroids at lower levels because they need to stop it 
from where it starts.  

Recently New York Mets minor league pitcher 
Yusaku Iriki was suspended for 50 games for his posi-
tive steroid test. 

According to a story in Baseball Americaʼs Website, 
Iriki became the 10th pitcher to test positive for per-
formance enhancing drugs in 2006.

Jett said that steroids tend to help the sport in a way 
that keeps people watching.

With this being the second year of the current drug 
policy in the Majors, it is still early as to what needs to 
be changed, reworked and even reconsidered. 

 So as the season continues to play out and the saga 
that is Bonds gets more and more intense, we as fans 
of Americaʼs favorite past time can only wait to see 
those changes made and put into effect.  

Whether the idea of lower level drug testing ever 
comes to be a major concern is a question that can 
only be answered over time.

But what if all this talk about steroids is irrelevant?  
What if testing for steroids at lower levels is a waste 
of time and money?

Kersey said steroids could become obsolete in the 
world of sports due to the rise in interest in something 
that he called “gene doping.”  

Its still early in the stages of development but it has 
the potential to become a reality.

But from what we know now, as long as steroids 
are made available to players, players will continue to 
strive for that edge that separates them from the rest 
of pack.

“They didnʼt have steroids when I played,” Scheetz 
said. “And if they had, I may have tried it.  But all they 
had was protein.” 

Measures taken at the amateur levels are 
likely hindered by the costs and by the 
lingering ambivalence over drug use   

By andrew snyder
For the Daily Titan  

“It should be set up by the            
parents since they are responsible 

for their child.”

Mike Scheetz

Valencia H.S. Baseball Head Coach


