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stash was around $3,000, according
to ABC7 reports.
In California possession of over 28
news@dailytitan.com
grams is considered a misdemeanor,
With a tendency toward high which includes a sentence of six
turnovers and bankruptcy, starting months and a $500 fine.
a small business in California is not
However, selling any amount of
an easy task.
marijuana is grounds for two to four
When that business is illegal, years in the state prison.
chances are that it won’t last very
Aside from a need for business
long.
sense, Church would have fared
“People think doing business, much better with the law on his
especially illegal ones like selling
side, said Paul Miller,
drugs, online is
director of Disabled
safe. However,
Student Services and
they have to know I’m not advocating
Student Assistance
that they can be that anyone use
Program at CSUF,
tracked down and
in expressing his
will be prosecuted marijuana, but it
self-proclaimed
just as if they were should be a personal
libertarian-ish views
to sell drugs on the choice.
on the subject.
streets,” said Trent
“I’m
not
– Paul Miller
Nguyen, assistant Dir. of Disabled Student Services advocating
that
professor in the
anyone
use
department of
marijuana, but it
human services.
should be a personal
Arrested for
choice,” Miller said.
selling marijuana on Craigslist.org
Miller said that he feels resources
on Wednesday, an Inglewood man should be geared more toward
probably did not complete a cost education and treatment rather than
and benefit analysis prior to setting attempting to stop the access, growth
up shop.
and distribution in the country.
In true sting operation style, a
“When you have a market and
Ventura sheriff arrested Eugene there is a product that people want,
Church when he showed up someone is going to supply it,”
at an agreed meeting place with Miller said.
approximately 5.5 ounces, almost
Although the government’s
156 grams, of “high quality”
marijuana.
SEE CHRONIC - PAGE 3
The estimated street value of the
By Amanda Beckman
Daily Titan Staff Writer

New site provides links
to the personal pages of
those who have died
By Maggie Hauser
Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com
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Choo, Choo a do -

on a daily basis.

By Cameron Pemstein/Daily Titan

Many commuters flood the Fullerton Train Station on Santa Fe Street

Commute to CSUF Campus
Involves Many Trade-Offs

Getting from home to
school poses a problem
for many students
By Robert Moran
Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

Cecilia Tyynela commutes from
Marina Del Rey to Fullerton with
her boyfriend. She also stays at
a local hotel because she only
attends classes twice a week.
Tyynela, a Swedish student who
is attending Cal State Fullerton to
study business and finance for the
semester, said she did not know
that Marina Del Rey was an hour’s
drive away from the Fullerton
campus.
“Even though people tell me
about traffic here, I didn’t think
that it could be that much traffic,”
Tyynela said.
CSUF has long been known as a
commuter school. With its location
near the Fullerton Transportation
Center and the Brea Mall, both
local hubs for students using the
Metrolink and the Orange County
Transportation Authority buses,

students have a multitude of ways
to get to campus. According to
CSUF’s Housing and Residence
Life Web site, the school offers oncampus housing to 396 students
on first-come first-served basis.
Students who cannot find housing
near campus have to commute to
school and deal with the price of
gas and traffic on a regular basis.
Nicole Casas, a public relations
major from Pomona, said it takes
her nearly 20 minutes to drive to
school.
“This semester I go to school
Mondays and Wednesdays. I start
at 10 in the morning and stay
until the late evening,” Casas said.
At 10 a.m. the traffic decreases.
She tries to refrain from returning
to Pomona between the hours of 3
and 7 p.m. because traffic increases
travel time by 20 minutes, Casas
said.
“My commuting has not really
affected my class schedule, except
in the idea that I would rather be
on campus all at one time than
every day a week,” Casas said.
She would prefer not to drive and
spend that extra money on gas if
she is only going for one or two
classes a day.

John Urban, a music major
from Diamond Bar, said he can
theoretically get to and from
school in eight minutes, but it
usually takes 10 to 15 minutes to
drive to school.
“What sucks is that coming here
in the morning and going home,
you hit traffic both ways exactly
on the 57. It’s perfect timing,”
Urban said.
Urban is in his third semester
at CSUF. He said he is on campus
from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. everyday,
and he is at school probably more
than he is at home.
“It’s like a 50/50 trade-off,” he
said.
When he is not at school he
spends his time at home, but
Urban said he does not get tired
after spending so much time at
school.
“I have a lot of energy I guess.
I can’t explain it. I guess if you
love what you are doing it doesn’t
matter,” Urban said.
For Casas, the experience
of going to CSUF has been
worthwhile despite having to
SEE COMMUTE - PAGE 3

SEE DEATHSPACE - PAGE 3
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stay safe in the skin you’re in

TITAN LIVe

learn how to protect yourself from and to recognize
the early signs of melanoma.

Check the Daily Titan online for videos, podcasts,
radio shows and more.

Families Question
U.S. Death Reports
Delayed and inaccurate
military accounts cause
pain for next of kin

There are regulations set by the
U.S. military that are supposed to
discourage stories like the Tillmans’
from happening, said John
Wagstaffe, director of public affairs
at the National Training Center in
By maggie Hauser
Fort Irwin, Calif.
Daily Titan Staff Writer
“We report [the cause of death]
news@dailytitan.com
to the families as quickly as we can,”
In battle, the chaos and Wagstaffe said. “We wouldn’t tell
uncertainty can create something families the cause of death if it’s only
soldiers call the “Fog of War.”
a suspicion, but that isn’t to say that
A world away from the front mistakes aren’t made.”
lines, the families of soldiers killed
The Tillman story is not an
in the line of duty are in a fog of isolated incident.
their own, confused over how their
Lance Cpl. Jesus Suarez del Solar
loved ones really
enlisted in the U.S.
died.
Marine Corps just
According to We wouldn’t tell famibefore the events of
Q u e b e c - b a s e d lies the cause of death
Sept. 11, and would
Canoe Network
subsequently take
News,
when if it’s only a suspicion,
part in the second
former NFL star but that isn’t to say that invasion of Iraq in
and Army Ranger mistakes aren’t made.
early 2003. It was his
Pat
Tillman
– John Wagstaffe hope that his service
was killed in
Dir. of Public Affairs in the military would
Afghanistan in Natnl. Training Center, Fort Irwin help him to reach his
2004, the casualty
dream of becoming
assistance officer
a drug enforcement
assigned to the
agent for the U.S.
family reported that Tillman had government, his father, Fernando
been killed by enemy fire.
Suarez del Solar, said in a telephone
Over a month later, they would interview.
learn the truth: Tillman was the
Instead, his father said, Jesus was
victim of fellow Rangers’ bullets, a killed on March 27, 2003 by a
situation known as “friendly fire.”
cluster bomb. Cluster bombs are
The soldier’s mother, Mary illegal weapons, according to the
Tillman, told the San Francisco Geneva Convention and U.N.
Chronicle in September 2005 that regulations.
the military had suspected within
His family was given a different
hours that Tillman’s death was a
result of “friendly fire,” but failed to
SEE CASUALTIES - PAGE 3
tell the family.
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Mydeathspace.com is a new
networking Web site that allows
people to pass parting thoughts to
the recently deceased. 25-year-old
Mike Patterson created the Web site
after seeing various MySpace profiles
of those who had recently died.
“Normally, people would go to a
funeral, but everybody is connected
online,” Patterson said. “It’s easier to
mourn that way.”
On Aug. 18, 2005, 53-year-old
San Mateo, Calif., resident Tony
Richards murdered his wife and two
teenage daughters before committing
suicide because he could no longer
stand the crushing financial debt
that had been mounting for 16
months, Patterson said.
Patterson read the story in
the newspaper and wondered if
the Richards girls had MySpace
profiles.
“I figured they were in the age
range that usually has MySpace
accounts, so I searched for them and
they were on there,” Patterson said
in a telephone interview.
Reading the comments left on
17-year-old Alexa and 13-year-old
Tessa’s MySpace profiles, Patterson
got a sense of who the girls had been
in life as well as how their friends
were handling their loss.
Every time Patterson heard about
another teenage death, he would
search MySpace for a profile of the
victim. Perhaps not surprisingly, the
deceased usually had accounts on
the Web site, and those profiles
frequently had comments left by
friends after the person had died.
Patterson decided to create a Web
site for the sole purpose of mourning
and remembering the dead without
the constraints of time and space.
MyDeathSpace.com was born, he
said.
William Marelich, associate
professor of psychology at Cal State
Fullerton, agrees with Patterson,
citing the steps of mourning
identified by psychiatrist Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross.
“There’s shock, anger, denial,
bargaining
and
acceptance,”
Marelich said. “This site would
allow for this progression of
mourning. MyDeathSpace would
absolutely have a purpose in helping
people go through the steps to get to
acceptance.”
Marelich points out those Web
sites should not take the place of
conventional counseling if someone
is really struggling with loss.
While Patterson said that his Web
site serves primarily as a way for
mourners to experience what he
calls “group therapy,” he also said he
hopes that the site can double as a
social tool to prevent such things as
drunk driving deaths.
Patterson recently received an email from the mother of three teenage
boys who used MyDeathSpace.com
as a tool to teach her sons that they
aren’t invincible.
Business major Devin Carney has
visited MyDeathSpace.com, but said

weather
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CAMPUS CALENDAR

Revolutionary Music

Today

Running until Oct. 13, “Han Zi Reinvented: The Rhythm
of Chinese Script” is an art exhibit showcasing the
significance and influence of Chinese characters in the
work of several Chinese artists living in America. The
show is at the Main Art Gallery and is open from noon
to 4 p.m.
The second and last day of the Student Access Center’s
open house from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. Snacks and refreshments
will be provided.
A staff- and faculty-only workshop on how to resolve
employee conflicts will be conducted by Ron Gonzales
from 9 a.m. to noon in College Park room 700.

Wednesday

Job and Internship Fair will be in the quad from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. There will be 250 employers, according to the
Career Center.
Texas Hold’Em Poker Tournament at the TSU
Underground at 4 p.m. Registrations begins at 7 a.m. in
the Underground.
Dollar bowling nights are every Wednesday from 6 to 10
p.m. at the TSU Underround.

Thursday

There will be a “Block Party” going on in the TSU from 8
a.m. to 10 p.m. Free morning coffee and doughnuts will
give way to evening entertainment as the day progresses.
Soccer Under the Lights. The Titans Men’s Soccer team
opens the Big West Conference by hosting 2004 National
runners up Santa Barbara at 7 p.m. at Titan Stadium.

By David Osborne/Daily Titan

DRUMMER BOYS - The Mountain Fief ’s Drums of Lake Arrowhead help celebate Constitution Day in front of the Titan Student
Union’s Portola Pavilion on Monday morning.

Friday

Wednesday

ASI Candidate Packets will become available in TSU room
207. Deadline to turn in packets is Oct. 10.
Dollar bowling nights are every Wednesday from 6 to 10
p.m. at the TSU Underround.

MYSPACE PROFILE

Student Says ‘It Never Hurts to Try’
CSUF freshman loves
’60s sounds, greeting
cards and the sea
By Nancy Mora

Daily Titan Staff Writer

FOR THE RECORD
It is the policy of the Daily Titan to correct any inaccurate information
printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. Any incorrect
information printed on the front page will result in a correction printed on
the front page. Any incorrect information printed on any other page will
be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion page will be corrected on
that page. Corrections also will be noted on the online version of the Daily
Titan.
Please contact Managing Editor Cindy Tullues at (714) 278-5693 or
at ctullues@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any
errors.
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Driving to San Diego to audition
for MTV’s “The Real World” this
weekend was nothing out of the
ordinary for one particular Cal
State Fullerton student.
“I’m crazy, I know,” Jeanifer
Hem said. “But it never hurts to
try.”
Hem, a freshman at CSUF,
loves to watch “The Real World.”
It is actually one of her favorite
TV shows. Spontaneous road trips
are another must on her “things to
do” list.
“I try to get out every weekend
if I’m free,” Hem said.
Last weekend she ventured out
to San Francisco, returning for
school and work just in time.
Hem, a business and marketing
major, cherished her high school

“

You have to be really
independent and
driven to be in college
... College is a whole
other ball game.

“

The Center for Internships and Service-Learning will be
hosting an all-day conference for faculty, students and
community partners in the TSU. The conference will start
at 9 a.m. with a networking breakfast. Registration for
CSUF students is $35.

– Jeanifer Hem
CSUF Student

years and finds college a bit of a
challenge.
“You have to be really
independent and driven to be in
college,” Hem said. “College is a
whole other ball game.”
As challenging as it may pose
to some, Hem struck a homerun
last semester, earning an “A” in her
statistics class, the toughest course
she took last semester, Hem said.
Hem writes in her MySpace page
that she’s a “midnight mooner”
and music groupie. She belongs in
the ’60s or ’70s, “when everything
was just plain groovy,” the Web
site said.
Hem grew up in a hippie

and positive outlook on life may
be a reason why she enjoys her
job at American Greetings in the
Brea Mall. Hem said her coworkers are “peachy-keen” and her
manager has become her new hero,
and is “always on top of things.”
And when not busy behind the
register or organizing the store,
Hem enjoys reading the insides of
greeting cards.
“The things people write in
those cards are hilarious,” Hem
said.
Hem’s favorite pastimes of
sailing, fishing and surfing are
exemplified by a picture of on
Jeanifer Hem loves the surf and the sun. her MySpace page of Hem sitting
on the sand gazing at the beach
environment where the motto was water.
peace, love and harmony.
“I’ve been surfing since I was
“I loved these eras because of the eight,” Hem said. “My big brother
music,” said Hem, who lists Janice taught me, and I’ve been addicted
Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, The Doors, ever since.”
The Beatles and Led Zeppelin as
Hem emphasizes her love for
her top favorites.
life and having fun with everything
“They define music then and she does, whether it’s driving to
still influence many bands out San Diego for “The Real World”
there today like the White Stripes,” audition, dancing and surfing with
said Hem.
friends till the sun rises or mooning
Hem’s contagious personality people just for the heck of it.

NEWS

CHRONIC: Making its way to the web
message about marijuana has been a
bit exaggerated, more money should
be put towards education so that
people will understand the risks of
use, Miller said.
Still, there are laws and
ramifications if you choose to
break them, regardless of any
personal views on the subject,
human services lecturer Lori Phelps
said. In the past, the government
tried to make marijuana a posterchild for schedule one drugs –
those with a high potential for
abuse and no medical value, she
said.
Recent research has shown the
latter to be false. However, other
research has shown that marijuana
can be addicting, she said, noting

“

Anyone stupid enough
to sell illegal products
in an open forum ...
deserves to be caught
and punished ...

“

(From Page One)

– Samanaz Kapadia
CSUF Alumna

numerous Marijuana Anonymous
groups
aimed
at
helping
individuals struggling with this
addiction.
“What we have now is that whole
’60s mentality that pot is cool, is
not at all addictive and has no
negative consequences, but that’s
not true either,” Phelps said.

Some students do not harbor that
mentality.
Take recent CSUF graduate
Samanaz Kapadia, 23, for
example.
“Anyone stupid enough to sell
illegal products in an open forum
such as Craig’s List deserves to
be caught and punished to the
full extent of the law,” Kapadia
said.
While addiction is a concern,
Phelps emphasizes the risk of
breaking current laws to pursue this
sort of business.
“It’s not a profitable business
because
of
the
potential
consequences,” Phelps said. “To
make a couple of thousand dollars
online is not worth it. Like it or not,
it’s not legal.”

COMMUTE: There and Back Again
(From Page One)

commute. Casas said CSUF was
a better option because Cal Poly
Pomona was too close to home.
“I wanted to try new things and
places that I had never experienced
before, and I figured going to a
school in a different city would be a
good start,” Casas said.
Tyynela said she would have gone
to other schools that were closer if
she had known about them, but
now she is happy she is here.
The school offers a variety of
alternatives to those who commute
by car, according to the school’s
Parking and Transportation Web
site.
A carpool permit can be acquired
allowing students who have two
or more people in their car to

park in Lot S. The school also
offers a 25 percent discount on
Metrolink monthly passes to fulltime students.
Tyynela said she was unaware
of what the Metrolink was despite
having seen it. In Stockholm, where
she is originally from, she can walk
to the university. Tyynela said the
capital of Sweden would be “like
a really small, small town in the
States.”
“Even if you don’t walk you can
take a bus or the subway. It is
almost like Fullerton is built to not
have transportation, but only have
people alone in their cars,” Tyynela
said.
Despite the single-driver cars on
the freeway, there are people who
try to carpool. Casas said she tried

carpooling but found that it was
“just okay.”
“It’s hard basing your day around
another person’s schedule,” Casas
said.
Tyynela said she could not identify
with people who are concerned with
the price of gas.
According to Tyynela, the gas in
Sweden is almost two dollars per
liter. That is approximately $8 per
gallon.
For Casas, the price of gas is a
concern since she has to pay for
many of her expenses and commutes
to many other places.
“The price of gas is ridiculous
and something should definitely be
done about it. It almost makes me
want to bring back rollerblades,”
Casas said.

CASUALTIES: Inaccurate Death reports
(From Page One)
story.
“[The Marines] told me my son’s
face was destroyed as a result of
a shot to his head, and that it
was in the family’s best interest to
not be allowed to see Jesus’ body
when it arrived in Escondido for the
funeral,” Fernando said.
The family was devastated by
the news. The issue was made
more complicated when they were
contacted by ABC reporter Bob
Woodruff.
Woodruff, who had been
embedded with Jesus’ unit, contacted
the soldier’s family not long after
their son’s death and told them that
Jesus had not been killed in battle.
To date, an official investigation

has not been opened in Jesus’
death, said Oscar Cota, the family’s
spokesperson.
In June 2004, California National
Guardsmen Lt. Andre Tyson and
Spc. Patrick McCaffrey were killed
by the Iraqi civil defense soldiers
they were training.
According to Canoe Network
News, the families were initially told
that the two men had been killed in
a conventional ambush. It took two
years before the truth behind the
soldiers’ deaths came out.
Tony Fellow, Cal State Fullerton
Communications
Department
chair, sees serious consequences to
the mistakes made by the military in
these cases.
“No one, including the military,

wants to look bad,” Fellow said in an
e-mail interview. “That’s why they,
like most politicians, have their own
spin doctors. But all this deception
does is make professional journalists
and the public more and more
cynical toward the political – and
perhaps, military establishments.”
When memories and mounds of
paperwork surrounding the death of
their spouses or children are all that
remain, questions likely cloud the
minds of those left behind.
“I think we’re famous for taking
pretty good care of the families,”
Wagstaffe said.
If the situation had been handled
with honesty and integrity, it would
not have become such an issue, he
said.

DEATHSPACE: memorialized online
(From Page One)

he didn’t know that it served as a
counseling medium.
“I thought they just posted
pictures and links to people’s
[MySpace] profiles,” Carney said. “I
think [MyDeathSpace] is a positive
thing, because people may not be
comfortable talking face to face.”
Lyn Gutierrez, an undeclared
student, agrees with Carney. She
said she thinks that MyDeathSpace
could be a good way to find out
about someone’s death without
having to talk to the family of
the deceased, which could possibly
cause more pain.
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“Maybe they should change the
name a little, though,” Gutierrez
said. “It does sound a little creepy.”
Concerns have been raised
recently that electronic grieving
could in fact encourage teen suicides
because of the lack of social cues
and perhaps even the publicizing of
effective ways to commit suicide on
the site.
“Interpretation problems and
perceived intent are always an issue
online,” Marelich said. “E-mail
as well as Web sites are kind of
cold mediums. Posting methods of
committing suicide could definitely
be a concern, and one copycat
suicide is one too many.”

Patterson said that while he’s
not a psychology expert, he doesn’t
believe that his Web site would act
as a facilitation device for teenagers
to commit suicide.
MyDeathSpace is currently
undergoing some changes that will
simplify the searching and browsing
of profiles. He hopes to have the
improved version of the site up and
running by October 2006, Patterson
said.
“It really is a memorial site,”
Patterson said. “I would say that a
lot of people are creating memorial
sites. It’s more convenient to visit
those profiles than visiting
cemeteries.”

Bush Injects Anti-Drug
Messages Into YouTube
The government will
post public service
announcements on site
By TED BRIDIS

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) - The
Bush administration is taking
its fight against illegal drugs to
YouTube, the trendy Internet
video service that already
features clips of wacky, druginduced behavior and step-bystep instructions for growing
marijuana plants.
The decision to distribute
anti-drug, public service
announcements and other
videos over YouTube represents
the first concerted effort by the
U.S. government to influence
customers of the popular
service, which shows more
than 100 million videos per
day.
The administration was
expected to announce the
decision formally on Tuesday. It
said it was not paying any money
to load its previously produced
videos onto YouTube’s service,
so the program is effectively
free.
“If just one teen sees this and
decides illegal drug use is not
the path for them, it will be a
success,” said Rafael Lemaitre, a
spokesman for the drug office.
The government’s YouTube
videos include a previously
televised, 30-second ad of a
teenager running from a

snarling dog and bemoaning
pressure from his friends to
smoke marijuana.
“Then today, they said I
should try to out run Tic Tic,
the lumber-yard dog,” the teen
says. “And I don’t think I can.
I’m an idiot.”
YouTube, a San Mateo, Calif.based startup, has become one of

“

If just one teen sees
this and decides
illegal drug use is not
the path for them, it
will be a success

“

September 19, 2006

– Rafael Lemaitre
Drug Office Spokesman

the Internet’s hottest properties
since two 20-something friends
started the company 19 months
ago.
The free service allows users
to share and view videos, most
of which are amateurishly
produced and include clips
of young people singing and
dancing – usually badly.
The government’s short
public service announcements
– all of which were produced
previously for television – are
highly polished.
They will compete for
viewership against hundreds
of existing, drug-related videos
that include shaky footage
of college-age kids smoking

marijuana and girls dancing
wildly after purportedly using
cocaine.
Other YouTube videos
describe how to grow
marijuana and how to cook
with it.
“Welcome to the great
experiment,” said Lee Rainie,
director of the Pew Internet
& American Life Project. He
predicted
computer-savvy
critics of U.S. drug policies will
quickly edit the government’s
videos to produce parodies and
distribute those on YouTube.
“This seems pretty new and
pretty adventurous.”
The government linked its
videos with the terms “war
on drugs,” “peer-pressure,”
“marijuana,” “weed,” “ONDCP”
and “420,” so anyone searching
for those words on YouTube
could find its anti-drug
messages.
All the videos were associated
with a YouTube account named
“ONDCPstaff ” and identified
as an 18-year-old living in
Washington.
The term 420 is a popular
reference for marijuana.
Michael Bugeja, who studies
how different groups use the
Internet, said the White House
plan is misdirected because
online video services don’t
afford serious consideration to
weighty topics.
“It’s the wrong forum and
the wrong target,” said Bugeja,
an author and director of the
journalism school at Iowa State
University.
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Culture in Southern California
STORY BY SHEENA DESAI
Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

PHOTOS BY DAVID OSBORNE
Daily Titan Photographer

Living in Southern California, we are constantly coming across diverse faces whether we are at the
movies, out to dinner, or at the
beach. People of various ethnicities have migrated to the United States and have made this
their home but have also brought
a little of their homeland here. Homeland Security released statistics in August 2006 that said 2.8 million immigrants were residing in
California, which was the leading state for immigrants followed by Texas and Florida. Although many of these people have assimilated
into the American lifestyle, many wish to have aspects of their own country’s culture revolving around them and their families. Los Angeles
County and Orange County have attempted to share their culture by establishing areas filled with restaurants, entertainment, shopping
and more that specifically reflect their country.

Little Saigon
The Asia Garden Mall has been built in the heart of Little Saigon
in Westminster and exhibits aspects of the Vietnamese culture.
Upon entering the mall, the authentic Vietnamese decor
and interior design make visitors feel as though they have
stepped out of America and entered a foreign country.
Buddha
statues
accompanied
by
large
oriental
lamps
cover
the
open
areas
of
the
mall.
With over 50 businesses, this section of Little Saigon
is filled with a wide range of merchandise which can meet the
basic, as well as the complex, needs of an Asian family.
The mall offers Vietnamese fast food as well as fancy dining restaurants. Dakao seems to be one of the fast-food joints
in Little Saigon that is always buzzing with customers.
Walking through the mall, one will hear music playing
from small shops that sell CDs and DVDs that are produced
and manufactured in Vietnam, like Tao Dan Music. The store
opened 13 years ago. It sells Vietnamese pop, country and hiphop albums by famous Asian artists and music videos on DVD.
“We are trying to build a Saigon community like the one in
Vietnam. When you left Vietnam … you left everything
back home,” said Jonathan Tran, the owner of Tao Dan Music.
“This place makes everyone that came from Vietnam feel good.”
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Little India
Located about 20 miles north of Little Saigon is a street called Pioneer
Boulevard in the city of Cerritos. Some people know this place as Little India.
Little India is the second-largest ethnic Indian community in the
United States after New York City, said Spurs Magazine in 2004.
After one step into Little India, visitors are instantaneously met with the aroma of curry and other spices filling the air.
The Pioneer strip is packed with restaurants that specialize in food from all different parts of India.
Stores
include
Bombay
Sweets
and
Snacks,
Little
India
Grill
and
Bombay
Chat
House.
Along with exotic restaurants there are music shops which sell CDs
and DVDs of movies that come out of the Indian film industry.
Living in a community with parties and events almost every weekend, people are always shopping for unique styles and new outfits to wear to such occasions, Indian and non-Indian visitors said.
Rivaaz is a women’s clothing shop that sells modern outfits, saris and bridal ensembles along with a wide collection of
antique jewelry. The shop is three years old and has been receiving the latest trends from Delhi and Bombay since it opened.
“We are shocked that about 70 percent of our clientele is non-Indian. People of other races come and spend
a lot on the No. 1 styles,” said Preeti Sood, manager of Rivaaz.

Heritage Square
Over in Irvine is a little area called Heritage
Square
that
consists
of
Persian
businesses.
The OC Metro said in 2004 that there are many Persians living in Orange County, with the majority residing in Irvine.
That’s why Heritage Square is as successful as it is.
This shopping center is very similar to the Asia Garden
Mall and Little India in the sense that the Persian population will find what they need at this one place.
Assal Pastry is a shop that has won numerous Orange County
Awards of Excellence from 1999 to its most recent in 2005.
Heritage Square also has Super Irvine, a large supermarket selling Persian groceries as well as Persian music, magazines, appliances and hookahs in many different shapes and sizes.
However, the most famous attraction of Heritage Square is Caspian,
a gourmet Persian restaurant. The Caspian is widely known in the
community because it is a popular place for Persian families to have
wedding receptions and host parties. Apart from special events,
Thursdays through Sundays there is live music and belly dancing.
An avid customer and Cal State Fullerton business student,
Sanam Sharafkhanian said, “Me and my family enjoy going to
Heritage Square because it reminds of us our culture. I like seeing
the other Persian people there … It has a sense of togetherness.”

College Life Outside the Borders
BY ANGIE EL SHERIF
Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

College life means a lot of things such
as class schedules, living arrangements
and teaching systems. It also involves
the importance of college itself to
students. These aspects of college life
are both similar and different across
cultures, whether students are living
in America or Egypt.
There are two main systems
of college education that exist in
Egypt. One is the privately owned
non-Egyptian universities, such as
the American University in Cairo
or the German University in Cairo.
The other is the Egyptian-based
university system such as Ain Shams
University or Cairo University, said
AUC student Amira Madkour.
“I never thought of traveling

abroad to study, but I would have
loved to attend AUC because the
way of teaching is much better,” said
Mohammed Haridy, who graduated
in 2004 from Ain Shams University
Division of Engineering.
However Haridy, who lives in
Egypt now, said he has found a very
good job in Egypt which is the reason
he attended college in the first place.
“I want to have a good diploma so I
can get a respectable job,” he said.
AUC senior Nada El Tambouly
shares the same thoughts. “I am in
college so I can get a degree in order
to be able to apply for any job I
desire,” she said.
“It is the obvious stage after
graduating from high school,” said
AUC senior Amira Madkour.
All three Egyptian students said
that their university has a twosemester system in which students
take five or six classes.

They have a five-day week in
which an average of five hours is
spent at school. Most students El
Tambouly knows go to classes and
choose to stay on campus to socialize
with friends.
“There are a variety of social
events that I attend. This includes
parties, gatherings, university
events such as talent shows,
carnivals …” said El Tambouly.
Madkour, who considers herself a
conservative girl, said her social life
consists of going out with friends to
restaurants and hanging out with her
friends at school.
These outings, she said, do not
involve any drinking; however she
knows a small number of people who
attend parties and gatherings where
there is drinking and drugs.
Madkour said many college
students participate in religious
activities including trips to the
mosque, the holy place where Muslims
pray; charity events for the poor;
orphanage trips and religious lessons.
“In school there is a big focus
on religion which has had a
big impact on me becoming
a better person,” said Haridy.
While social events take up a lot
of these student’s time, college
work is one of their main priorities.
“At the moment I consider college
one of my top priorities. Not only
because of the future it leads to
but also because I’m so inspired

by the professors’ knowledge and
experience,” said Madkour, who is a
business major at AUC. “I take them
as ideals of success.”
She continued to say that college
takes up most of her time. “We don’t
have a lot of homework but we have
a lot of projects and papers to work
on which is usually done in groups,”
she said.
Most students in Egypt start
attending college at the age of
18. This is usually the age when
Americans “leave the nest.” However
in Egypt that mentality does not
exist. Unless students are leaving
the country to attend college, most
students commute to college from
their parent’s house, said El Tambouly.
Madkour added that even though it
can take up to an hour to drive to
school, only foreigners who attend
AUC stay at the dorms.
“The university is downtown and
not a lot of people live downtown
because it’s more of a commercial area.
It takes me about an hour to go to
college but I’m kind of an exception
because I live in a new town on the
margins of Cairo,” said Madkour.
While all three of these students
drive to university, others take taxis or
the metro. Whether it’s transportation,
living arrangements, social events or
the importance of college, all three
of these students lead a university life
that is both similar and different than
the one students lead here.
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Bansky’s Elephant Causes Stir
By Katy French

Daily Titan Staff Writer

SoCal or Bust

Ridiculous rental prices,
$3 gallons of gas, bumper-tobumper traffic three hours a day
… why do we put up with it
all?
For the luminous palm trees,
incandescent days and beautiful
faces everywhere you turn. Let’s
face it – for us it’s Southern
California or Bust.
The cons are evident – living
here, in Orange County, we are
held to some of the highest costof-living standards of anyone in
the country, or world for that
matter.
Assuming the United States
was a giant Monopoly board,
we’d be living on the high-rent,
royal blue areas like Boardwalk
and Park Place.
According to the ACCRA
Cost of Living Index, Southern
California’s average Cost of
Living is only beat out by costs
in San Francisco, Chicago,
Seattle and New York.
Still, we get so much more
than they do.
Sunny skies and great weather?
Check. Beaches, mountains,
deserts and forests all within an

hour’s drive? Check.
And what they do have, we’ve
got in spades ourselves.
Museums, theaters and other
places of culture? Yeah. Ethnic
diversity? Uh-huh. A great job
market in all sectors of the
economy? You betcha.
And the area provides us an
access to a limitless number of
amenities. Using CSUF as a
pivot point, we are essentially 45
minutes away from the majesty
of the Pacific Ocean, the stars
lining the Hollywood walk
of fame, the majestic enclave
known as Chavez Ravine,
tailgating follies in the shadow of
the Big A, the monstrous replica
of the Matterhorn, priceless art
at the Norton Simon museum,
and so many, many more local
hubs that space doesn’t allow
for.
Compare this to the drab
backdrops in the Midwest or the
cold harsh winters of the East
Coast and you get an idea why
there’s no place like home – even
if we do get shelled at the gas
pumps and on the first of the
month.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Titan Editorial is solely the opinion of the Daily Titan editorial
board and was written after the open debate between board members. The editorial
board consists of the executive editor, the managing editor, the opinion editor, the news
editors, the copy chief and other editors upon appointment of the executive editor.

Letters to the Editor
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must include
the sender’s first and last name. Students must include their majors,
and other writers must include their affiliation to the university, if
applicable. The Daily Titan reserves the right to edit letters for length,
grammar and spelling. Send letters to Julie Anne Ines, the executive
editor, at jines@dailytitan.com.

For the record
ISSUE DATE: Correction text here correction. Correction text here
correction. Correction text here correction. Correction text here correction. Correction text here correction. Correction text here correction. Correction text here correction. Correction text here correction.
Correction text here correction. Correction text here correction.

opinion@dailytitan.com

She was meant to make a
statement, and she did indeed.
Tai, a 38-year-old female Indian
elephant, was painted and placed in
an art exhibition in Los Angeles by
the artist Banksy. The exhibit has
generated claims of animal abuse for
the artist.
The display was intended to be
a commentary on global poverty
by playing with the metaphorical
phrase “an elephant in the room.”
But this weekend its message
was eclipsed by the actual elephant
in the room. Reacting to the
outcry from animal activists and

displeased citizens, the Animal
Services Department was convinced
enough to order the removal of the
potentially toxic paint.
However, the animal is still
allowed to be a part of the exhibit,
and may even be repainted with
child-safe non-toxic paint.
This may appease city officials
who were pressured to do something
in response to public criticism,
but the real issue is not only skin
deep.
The general manager of the
department called the abuse claims
“frivolous,” and yet the agency
gave the artist the necessary
permits.
Regardless of the safety of the
paint, this is a type of animal abuse

in the form of degradation.
The fact that they are
allowing the animal to be
repainted with safer paint
suggests an indifference to
the animal’s well being, all for the
sake of human entertainment.
While the elephant got
particular attention this weekend,
this same humiliation occurs daily
all over the United States.
How many dogs will be paraded
around in costumes this Halloween?
How many animals lie lethargic and
miserable in zoos?
We cannot reprimand one
without recognizing the other.
Here on campus, we celebrate our
own mascot “Tuffy the Titan” but
have long since abandoned the

elephant
races we
have
been
internationally
famous for.
While many found this “display”
unacceptable, this is a problem
that has been around for a
long time.
Although unfortunate, it is not
likely to end any time soon.

Katie Couric and Her Significance for Women
By Michael Garcia

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Katie Couric’s hiring is a milestone
for women in the journalism
industry.
For the first time in more than
half a century, we have a woman
as solo anchor of a nightly network
news broadcast.
Her hiring speaks volumes of
gender equality; with the powerful
and public position she has attained,
women are no longer just caretakers
as they were a half century ago.
Katie Couric served as co-anchor
on the popular morning news show
“The Today Show” for 15 years. It
was an experience which gave her
fame. She was known as the bubbly
and charismatic television anchor
who came into our homes in the
morning during the week.
In addition, Couric is only one
of five women that have been
repeatedly ranked among the world’s
most influential people by Time
magazine.
So, there is no question she has
had a profound impact no only in

her profession, but on the entire as an iconic media personality in the
world as well.
same sense as Oprah Winfrey.
Many critics believe that it is
According to the Journalism
going to be a difficult transition Review, CBS wants Katie Couric to
for Katie Couric to make from reshape the Evening News. Couric’s
morning television, with its so- new bosses are counting on her to
called “fluff factor,” to a primetime build a bigger audience that includes
evening newscast that consists of more women and younger viewers.
hard and more
W h i l e
traditional
Couric was
news.
the anchor
Many feel
of
NBC’s
that TV news is
today
show
Katie Couric has not
changing with
she attracted
only changed the face
the number of
the youngest
women that
audience of
of news, but she has
have significant
the
three
changed the minds of
news positions,
morning news
how women will be
like
Diane
programs.
Sawyer and
K a t i e
viewed in society.
B a r b a r a
Couric’s
Wa l t e r s .
hiring at CBS
These women,
is a significant
including
time
in
Katie Couric,
w o m e n s
have set the
history.
bar for women television anchors.
She may be discussed in the same
Many feel that women in light as legendary anchors Walter
prominent television capacities will Cronkite and Dan Rather, who have
be a trend in the years to come. anchored the nightly news for CBS.
Katie Couric has established herself
Although Couric is the first

women in her position, she has been
able to prove herself as a phenomenal
journalist.
Regardless of her gender, she will
change the face of the Evening News
on CBS because of her credentials.
Even though some critics have
labeled her perky and chirpy,
which may be considered a drawback
to her success on the evening
newscast, these can be positive traits.
They may help her establish her
identity on the evening news.
Couric’s achievement is a huge
milestone for women in the sense
of that she has broken the barrier,
and she gives new inspiration to
women that want to follow in her
footsteps.
We can all remember a time where
women stayed at home and took
care of their children. They were not
encouraged to pursue an education
or a career.
Many women in today’s society are
going to have a different perception
about what they can accomplish.
Katie Couric has not only changed
the face of news, but she has changed
the minds of how women will be
viewed in society.
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like to see improvement in over the
course of this season.
“I would ultimately like to see it
get below 30. If we do that then we
know we are getting better,” Elders
said.
A pack time is the time between
the first and fifth runners.
CSUF rival Cal State Long Beach
placed second overall.
“They beat us pretty good,” said
Elders. “I expected that because they
have a lot of veteran runners. I
expected them to be pretty sharp
over this season.”
Finishing first among her team was
only a modest feat for Aguilar, who
said she didn’t feel that Saturday’s
race was her best.
“Now I know I have an estimate
of where Long Beach State is, and
I am aiming at breaking them up,”
Aguilar said.
Elders says he thinks the
women will be challengers during
championships.
“We know where we need to be,”
Elders said.
The team now looks to the future
with hopes of learning from the
past.
With the Stanford Invitational
coming up Sept. 30 the team looks
to practice to keep pace with division
rival Long Beach State.
The Stanford Invitational will
give the Titans a look at schools
from Arizona, Oregon, Washington,
California, and some from Utah.
Horn says he considers this meet
to be huge.
The Titans placed 10th two years
ago at the event.

Welch Gets
First Weekly
Honor

WELCH: TEAM LEADER

game as a Titan.
Welch has the rare distinction of
starting at least one game at every
(From Page 8)
position on the field – including
goals.
As captain of the team since goal keeper.
“Khosroshahin always promised
her sophomore season, Welch
has also earned the respect of her me that I’d be able to start and
play at every single position,” Welch
teammates.
“The discipline she has is said. “He told me ‘I will start you
amazing.” said freshman teammate as keeper so that you can leave as a
Mandy Puffinberger. “Even when Titan knowing that you started and
she’s hurt she’s out there [on the played every position.’”
Khosroshahin has helped guide
field]. She won’t stop running at all.
As a teammate you can always count Welch during her stellar career.
“He’s taught me things that I
on her. She’s a great role model.”
“She’s always working to her never would have known before.
The knowledge
fullest
and
of the game has
never lets up
become so much
in practice or
more apparent to
games,” added
I’m not really a person
me,” Welch said.
sophomore
for controversy – I’m
Welch’s on-theteammate Erica
just here to play soccer.
field success has
Peschken. “Her
not hindered her
work
ethic
ability to succeed
is absolutely
in the classroom.
amazing. She
– Lauryn Welch
She
was
was the person
Women’s Soccer Team Captain
recognized by
I looked up to
the Big West
[coming in as
Conference as a
a freshman],
scholar-athlete
especially
for the 2005
coming with
no idea what to expect. She’s a great season and plans to graduate in the
spring with a degree in kinesiology.
inspiration.”
“I’m taking six classes [this
Welch has also started every game
in which she has played for the semester]. If I take six [classes] next
semester, I’ll be done.”
Titans, even as a freshman.
Knowing that her career is nearing
“You have all these upper classmen.
There are juniors and seniors that its end, Welch still tries to focus on
I’m starting over,” Welch said. “It’s the season at hand.
“I am really trying to focus on my
kind of like, ‘Do you hate me? Do
you like me?’ I’m not really a person senior season, not looking ahead to
for controversy – I’m just here to freak myself out,” she said.
But that doesn’t mean the 20play soccer.”
And that’s just what Welch has year-old hasn’t considered what she
done since she played in her first will do after soccer.
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By KARL THUNMAN/Daily Titan
FIERY COMPETITOR – Lauryn Welch gets the ball away from an
opponent’s reach. Welch is a leader among her the Titan teammates.
“I want to go overseas and travel.
I want to do things where I’m not
held back so much by soccer.”
While her obligations to the team
won’t let her explore the world just
yet, Welch does have her ways to
unwind.
“I’m a very mellow person. I love
sitting and reading. I love being with
friends, hanging out and drinking

coffee.”
There are still many games to be
played until Welch is done, and she
said she just tries to take everything
one day at a time.
“I’m always thinking, ‘Hey, this
could be my last day.’ This could
be the last day that I’m on the field
enjoying the sport that I love to
play,” Welch said.

Cal State Fullerton senior
midfielder Lauryn Welch was named
the Big West Conference Player of
the Week on Monday afternoon
after helping the Titans to a pair of
wins last week.
Welch earned the honor for the
first time in her career and joined
senior goalkeeper Karen Bardsley as
Titans who have been honored this
season.
Welch showcased her deft scoring
touch against No. 5 Texas A&M,
scoring both of the Titans’ goals
on two shots in a 2-1 upset of the
Aggies.
Her first goal came in the 26th
minute to get Fullerton on the board
early, but it was her 62nd–minute
game-winner that helped lift the
Titans to the victory.
Two days later, Welch stuck again,
this time against the University of
Texas, netting her fourth goal of the
year in the 34th minute in a 3-2 loss
to the Longhorns as all five goals
were scored in the first 45 minutes.
Welch, who leads the team with
four goals and 10 points this season,
moved into seventh place on the
school’s career goals scored list and
stands in eighth place all-time on
the career points list with 44.

New York Mets Ends 18-Year Drought to Clinch ‘06 National League East Pennant
Associated Press
They soaked themselves in wine
and beer, then ran out of their
clubhouse to go back on the field,
jumping up and down some more
and sharing the glee with their fans.
Ending nearly two decades of
disappointment in their division
and days of delay, the New York
Mets brought the NL East title back
to Shea Stadium for the first time
since 1988 with a 4-0 victory over
the Florida Marlins on Monday
night.
Then they celebrated as if they had

won the World Series.
“If this is what playoff baseball in
New York is like, to me it’s the best,”
David Wright said before sticking a
cigar in his mouth and high-fiving
fans in the first row during the 90minute postgame celebration.
Jose Valentin, one of their
unexpected stars, homered twice.
Steve Trachsel, their longest-tenured
player, combined with Guillermo
Mota, Aaron Heilman and Billy
Wagner on a four-hitter.
Fireworks shot off from behind the
center-field wall when Cliff Floyd
caught Josh Willingham’s fly ball

to left for the final out. The Mets
rushed to the center of the diamond
for a bouncing group hug near
shortstop.
“I got that ball in my back pocket.
For a small fee, I might give it up,”
Floyd said, laughing.
They are New York’s “other team,”
often obscured by the crosstown
Yankees, whose 26 World Series
titles’ dwarf the Mets’ two.
When the Mets win anything, it’s
time to let loose.
“If we win the World Series this
year, it’s not going to erase the
Yankee mystique,” Tom Glavine

said. “They’ve done it year after year,
and they deserve all the attention
they get. We’re just trying to play
well and take some of that attention.
But sure, we want our piece of the
pie.”
The Mets had hoped to clinch last
week during a trip to Florida and
Pittsburgh.
But the 280 or so bottles of
Freixenet Cordon Negro Extra Dry
sparkling wine that had been flown
from city to city were neatly arrayed
in four trays outside the clubhouse
before the game, as if to tantalize
passing players.

By the fifth inning, when the
Mets were up 3-0, Pedro Martinez
was sitting on the edge of the
dugout, wearing goggles, perhaps in
anticipation of sprayed sting in the
celebration ahead.
“We accomplished the first step,”
Martinez said. “Now we have a big
job to do and a great responsibility.”
Led by the power of Carlos Beltran
and Carlos Delgado, the pitching
of Martinez and Glavine, the spark
of Jose Reyes and Wright, and the
closing of Wagner, the Mets took
over the NL East lead for good with
a 2-1 record on April 6 and put

together the best record in the major
leagues (91-58).
“It was a little bit frustrating because
I wanted the guys to experience it
right away,” said manager Willie
Randolph, a veteran of six World
Series titles as a Yankees player and
coach.
“It’s that adrenaline that you get.
It’s that real euphoric feeling you
get knowing that you accomplished
something. Having said that, I’ve
been through this many times. We
have a lot to do, man. We’ve just
scratched the surface of how good
this team can be.”

8

September 19, 2006

SPORTS

Welch in Full Control
As Titans’ Captain
Low key by nature,
senior women’s soccer
player shines on the field
BY ALVIN ANOL

Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

When talking with Titan senior
and captain of the women’s soccer
team Lauryn Welch, her laid-back
personality makes it easy to forget
that she is an accomplished soccer
player.
And if not for the Titan athletic
gear indicating her sport of choice,
the 5-foot-4-inch forward could
easily blend in with your typical
student.
Welch wouldn’t mind that at all.
“I do not like the center of
attention,” Welch said. “I’m not a
glory hog. Let me just play and do
my thing.”
But while she may try to avoid
the limelight, it certainly doesn’t
mean she isn’t deserving of it.
Nor does it mean that she doesn’t
shine when the focus is on her.
“Welch is one of the most
consistent players to ever play for
us at Fullerton,” Women’s Soccer

Head Coach Ali Khosroshahin said.
“Every time there’s a hole in the
lineup, I stick Lauryn Welch there.”
Welch was named the Big West
Conference Tournament MVP last
season, playing a key role in securing
the tournament championship for
the Titans.
She had two game-winning goals
in the tournament, including two
goals against UC Riverside in the
championship match.
That dream season included a
NCAA tournament berth and an
appearance in the Sweet 16 before
being eliminated by Virginia.
“It’s honestly so hard to describe
those kinds of moments,” Welch
recalled. “It’s something you will
always remember, being part of a
team like that.”
“No one knew who we were. So
going into the games was great,”
she said. “We knew how good we
were.”
The 2005 season was a breakout
season for Welch.
She led the team in goals with
nine and had a knack for finding
the back of the net when it counted
most – posting four game-winning
SEE WELCH - PAGE 6

By CAMERON PEMSTEIN/For the Daily Titan
ALL SMILES – For her efforts last week, Titan Lauryn Welch picked up Big West Player of the Week honors for the first time in her collegiate soccer career.

Cal State Fullerton’s Cross Country Team a Step Behind
Men struggle with loss
of top runners Damien
Nieves and Sergio Tapia
BY SEAN MCCORMICK

Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

The hills at Balboa Park were not
the only ones having problems with

ups and downs.
The Titans also had ups and
downs to deal with at the Aztec
Invitational last Saturday in San
Diego.
The men’s team finished eighth
and a stronger women’s team
finished fourth, led by Titan Andrea
Aguilar.
Top runner Damien Nieves was
held from the race as a precaution
to avoid worsening an ankle injury

he sustained during a practice run
last Tuesday. Nieves finished 12th
collegiately in the Titans’ first meet.
Coach Elders said he could have
run Nieves.
“We felt like it wasn’t worth the
risk of aggravating his ankle,” Elders
said. “We weren’t that sharp, the
men have been training hard and the
men are tired.”
If that was not enough to stymie
the men’s team, freshman Sergio

Welch Puts it in
Goal for the Titans

Tapia is having trouble being cleared
by the NCAA – a problem Elders
hopes to rectify immediately.
Nieves and Tapia, the Titans’ No.
2 and No. 3 guys, were out.
“It hurt the team score not having
Damien. He is always up there in
the top five and it hurt us about 50
points,” senior Jordan Horn said.
Horn’s second place finish of
25:44 was an upside to the uphill
battle for the men’s team.

SEE SOCCER - PAGE 12

Elders said Horn still didn’t feel
sharp despite finishing second.
Finishing first in men’s was Aron
Rono of Azusa Pacific who also
finished first at the Carbon Canyon
meet.
“The guy had a big lead on me
from the beginning,” said Horn.
With the women finishing
fourth out of 12 teams, the Aztec
Invitational was not without a
positive.

Aguilar finished fourth among
the lady Titans with a time of 19:10
followed by Juliane Masciana (19:20)
and Luz Valdez (19:30).
“We had Juliane behind me and
Luz behind me and they helped
close the gap,” Aguilar said.
The women’s pack time was 46
seconds – an area Elders would
SEE RUNNERS - PAGE 6

