
DailyTiTanOnline
www.dailytitan.com

Tomorrow

DrIVE-THrU FlU SHoTS
News

CSUF prepares staff and students for flu season by  
providing the vaccine.

oNlINE www.dailytitan.com

TITAN oNlINE
Watch a video about the trash pickup strike in and 
around Orange County

wEATHEr

Partly Cloudy 
High: 72 
low: 56

Partly Cloudy 
High: 75 
low: 56

ToDAY Tomorrow

Daily  Titan Thursday 
november  2, 2006

Since 1960 
Volume 83, issue 36

The Student Voice of California State University, Fullerton

‘Tis the Election Season 
in-depth looks at Propositions 1a 
and 1B NEwS, p. 3

DailyTiTanOnline
www.dailytitan.com

Voter Turnout 
Political parties work to bring 
more people to the polls INTroSPECT, p. 6

BY JoHN SAkATA
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

as north Korea enters the in-
ternational spotlight as a nuclear 
threat and iraq is in the midst of 
one of the deadliest periods of 
violence since the U.S. invasion, 
students at Cal State Fullerton go 
about their daily routines.

after a steady decline in vio-
lence from april to July, violence 
has exploded in iraq over the last 
three months with 101 ameri-
can deaths in October alone, the 
highest monthly total in over a 
year. according to the Web site 

www.icasualties.org, as of Oct. 30, 
there were 2,811 american deaths 
in iraq.

as debate continues over amer-
ica’s course of action in iraq, stu-
dents reflected on the changing 
international landscape brought 
home via newspaper, internet and 
TV.

Sociology major Sarah Gonza-
les said she thinks the U.S. should 
temporarily pull out of iraq. 

“i think that our basic inten-
tions are good but we aren’t execut-
ing it in the correct way because we 
should have a lot more progress by 

BY JoNATHAN SAAVEDrA
Daily Titan Staff Writer
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Cal State Fullerton’s men’s bas-
ketball team will be without three 
projected starters and a back-up 
center for the first three games 
of the season due to suspensions 
stemming from a secondary nCaa 
rules violation.  

Titans Bobby Brown, Frank 
Robinson, Scott Cutley and Cur-
tis Battles will be sidelined when 
the team faces California Maritime 
academy on nov. 10, Hope inter-
national on nov. 14 and Texas-San 
antonio on nov. 22 for their mis-
use of book vouchers during the 
spring semester.

Brown, Robinson and Cut-
ley apparently supplied books 
to three walk-on teammates us-
ing book vouchers that were part 
of their scholarships. Battles and 
two other walk-ons, Jerard Moret 
and Damien Massey, who are not 
on the team this season, received 
the books purchased with vouch-
ers that were solely to be used on 
course-related books for the three 

athletes with scholarships.
“Our players in all honesty had 

no idea that these were nCaa vio-
lations,” Titan Head Coach Bob 
Burton said. “They just thought 
they were trying to help their 
teammates out, not realizing that 
this was wrong.”

The suspensions leave the Titans 
opening their season with just 11 
players. Without Brown, Robinson 
and Battles, senior forward Justin 
Burns will be the only available 
player in the first three games who 
was on the active roster last sea-
son.

“i feel like i let my teammates 
down,” Brown said. “They under-
stand what we were doing was for 
a good cause, but at the same time 
it’s a violation, so we have to sit out 
three games. We’ll be on the side-
lines cheering them on.”

Julie Bowse, CSUF assistant ath-
letics director and compliance offi-
cer, was unable to speak specifically 
about the case but said that the 
rule violated was bylaw 15.2.3.1 in 
the nCaa rulebook.

The bylaw states that “there is 
no dollar limit for books a stu-
dent-athlete may receive, provided 
each book is required for a course 

BY BENJAmIN wEINEr
Daily Titan Copy Editor
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Shakespeare, Tolstoy and Dick-
ens probably aren’t names you have 
on your iPod playlist. But if inter-
lingua Educational Publishing and 
their notePods have anything to say 
about it, you soon will.

notePods are audio summaries of 
the most commonly assigned uni-
versity-level books and plays. They’re 
available for download from note-
pods.com for $1.99 each, said Jack 
Bernstein, president of interlingua 
Publishing. The audio summaries are 

available in m4a and mp3 formats.
notepods also offers, for an addi-

tional $1.99, downloads of the text 
on your computer. Books and plays 
in the public domain are available in 
their full text. Public domain books 
are books whose copyrights have ex-
pired. Books that aren’t in public do-
main have text summaries available, 
Bernstein said. The text can also be 
viewed through the notes section on 
your iPod.

Department of English, Com-
parative Literature and Linguistics 
Professor irena Praitis questioned 
the usefulness of audio summaries 
or summarized notes such as Cliff-

snotes or Sparknotes as a replace-
ment to reading the full text.

“if i was only testing students 
on main points and content, then 
Cliffsnotes, Sparknotes, this type 
of summation might be useful to 
[students],” she said. “But charac-
ter names and plot summaries … i 
wouldn’t ask that type of question.”

Sophomore kinesiology major 
James Viola said he usually gets 
along without reading the book and 
has used both Sparknotes and Cliff-
snotes.

“i always buy the Cliffsnotes and 
never read the books,” Viola said. He 
would use notePods. “not the stuff 

on the computer, but i probably 
would use the audio.”

Though Bernstein does compare 
notePods with Sparknotes and Cliff-
snotes, he said he views all three as 
study aids and not as a replacement 
for reading the actual book.

“We always recommend reading 
the whole book,” Bernstein said. 
“The notepods can be a great sup-
plement to the book for studying.”

Sophomore biology major alex 
nguyen said he usually reads the 
books he’s assigned, but would con-
sider using notePods for less-excit-

Protest - Members of Union 396 at Taormina Industries gather for a rally outside their disposal facility on N. Blue Gum Street in Anaheim. Protesters were 
instructed not to give out their names. Five police cars were stationed near the approximately 100 protesters who were blocking the two entry points to the site.

BY CAmEroN PEmSTEIN/For the Daily Titan 

Strike Halts Trash Pickup Around oC

Garbage Labor Dispute Continues 

Above -  The strike, on its sev-
enth day, has caused garbage to pile 
up in dumpsters all over the city. In 
this alley near Orangewood Avenue 
in Anaheim, garbage flows out 
of every dumpster. The smell was 
noticeable to families living nearby.

Left - A protester holds up a 
garbage truck leaving the disposal 
facility. Protesters would block the 
trucks for a specified time before 
moving out of the way. The pro-
testers would yell curse words in 
Spanish to drivers crossing the 
picket line.

BY kArl THUNmAN/Daily Titan 

BY CAmEroN PEmSTEIN/For the Daily Titan

B-ball Players 
Suspended For 
nCaa Violation
Three starters supplied 
books for teammates 
with scholarship vouchers

Company Offers Popular College Books and Plays for Use on MP3 Players

BY ADAm lEVY & GISEllE-lEE PHIllIP
Daily Titan Staff

news@dailytitan.com

a local labor strike by the Team-
sters Union Local 396 on Taormina 
industries continued Wednesday, 
leaving residents of Fullerton and 
surrounding communities’ knee 
deep in garbage for at least another 
day.

The drivers and mechanics, who 
serve localities including Fullerton, 
Brea, anaheim, Yorba Linda, Pla-
centia and Chino Hills, have been 
on strike since Oct. 23. The strike 
is in direct response to a new labor 
contract the company offered. Driv-
ers who currently make $16.25 an 
hour found the progressive wage in-
crease of $3.35 over five years to be 
unacceptable.

“Enough is enough,” said Javier 
Bombales, a picketing Taormina em-
ployee in a phone interview.

Bombales, who has worked for 
the company for over two decades, 
said he felt mistreated by the com-
pany. He cited specific grievances of 
the protesters such as time-and-a-
half pay, pay for sick days, a pension 
plan and improved health benefits in 
an industry with such a high rate of 

accident and injury. 
Bombales said he would rather 

risk losing his job than continue 
working under the current condi-
tions at Taormina. 

Taormina has partially replen-
ished its fleet with out-of-state driv-
ers as well as those who continued to 
work through the strike. 

Company spokesman Will Flow-
er explained the company’s contin-
gency plans in the midst of the trash 
dispute.

“We believe that we’ll be able to 
be at full service,” Flower said in 
an interview with the OC Register. 
“Drivers that have come in from all 
over the country have gotten more 
comfortable with the equipment. in 
some cases, this will be the second 
time they see the route so things 
should get a lot smoother.”

The company has terminated 
all employees who did not return 
to work by their Oct. 26 deadline, 
though the picketers could be re-
hired if the union and Taormina 
were to reach agreement. 

When contacted by the Daily Ti-
tan, Taormina Representative Bren-
da McGuire deferred to an Oct. 31 
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Students Reflect on 
international issues

Listen and 
Learn - 

Sophomore kinesiology 
major James Viola lis-
tens to his iPod  in the 

Quad. Viola watches 
downloaded TV shows 
and listens to podcasts 

on the device. He 
would consider using 

audio book summaries 
to study for his classes. 

BY IAN HAmIlToN/Daily Titan
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Professor Marlene Gallarde is one 
of the fortunate people who have a 
job that they absolutely love.

“Everyday, I look forward to go-
ing to work,” she said. “And I would 
do it for free.” 

Gallarde teaches sociology, re-
search writing and university stud-
ies.

Teaching is a perfect fit for Gal-
larde because she gets to interact 
with freshman and older adult stu-
dents, she said.

“It’s so rewarding,” she said. “I 
get to be creative and active, and I 
get to be myself in front of the class-
room. I know a lot of people who  
have to put on a mask – they  
really have to change their personality.”

In each class Gallarde teaches, 
there are a couple of students that 
really stand out.

“They don’t really need any en-
couragement to engage themselves,” 
she said. “They’re brilliant.”

Gallarde looks back on her  
college experience as “rushed,” she 
said.

Her advice to students is to  
pick up all the knowledge they  
can.

“Make friends and make it an en-
joyable experience,” she said.

Gallarde chose to study sociology 
because she is very family oriented. 
She is interested in knowing how 
people work and predicting their be-
haviors, she said.

“I always wanted to know what 
made people make those decisions 
about family size and why some 

people had more money than oth-
ers,” she said.

Growing up with three brothers 
and four sisters influenced Gallarde’s 
decision about family size.

“When I was younger, I always 
thought ‘I’m going to have eight 
kids, too,’ ” she said.

As Gallarde got older, the number 
got lower. It went down to six and 
then to four.

“And then in high school, I 
thought, ‘Well, maybe two.’ ”

In college, the number went down 
to zero, she said.

Gallarde said it was fun having a 
lot of playmates when she was young-
er, but it gets harder as an adult.

“So, I really appreciate parents, 
especially the parents that put a lot 
of effort into being a good parent. I 
know how hard that must be.”

KIcK It UP
Nancy Blake jumps in for 
double dutch behind the 
Kinesiology building with 
fellow track teammates on 
Wednesday.  One track 
member called it a “bond-
ing moment” as teammates 
took turns jumping into 
the game.

PHOtO BY SONGHA LEE/ 
Daily titan Photo Editor

TODAY
Director Bongshin Ko leads student cellists in a 
recital beginning at 8 p.m. in the Performing Arts 
Center Recital Hall. General admission tickets are 
$10, and advance tickets are $5 for senior citizens 
and full-time students with a valid CSUF ID.

Theater students present Tennessee Williams’ “Spring 
Storm” in the Hallberg Theatre. The performance 
begins at 8 p.m. General admission tickets are $9, 
and advance tickets are $8 for senior citizens and full-
time students with a valid CSUF ID.

FRIDAY
Faculty member David Grimes performs songs in 
his guitar recital at 8 p.m. in the Meng Concert 
Hall. General admission is $20 and advance 
purchase tickets are $12 for senior citizens and full-
time students with a valid ID. 

SATURDAY
Theater students present Tennessee Williams’ “Spring 
Storm” in the Hallberg Theatre. The performance 
begins at 2 p.m. General admission tickets are $9, 
and advance tickets are $8 for senior citizens and full-
time students with a valid CSUF ID.

Robert Istad will direct the University Singers 
and Chamber Choir in performing various choral 
works in the Performing Arts Center’s Meng Hall 
beginning at 8 p.m. General admission is $15 and 
advance purchase tickets are $10 for senior citizens 
and full-time students with a valid CSUF ID. 

SUBMISSIONS: To have your event in The Daily Titan’s Calendar, 
please submit event information to news@dailytitan.com one week 
prior to the date of  the event.

FACULTY FOCUS

Sociology Teacher Loves Her Job
BY KArEN AmAN

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com
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YES ON 1A NO ON 1A

PrOPOSItION 1A 

Proposition 1A is an invest-
ment in California’s future, said 
Vince Sollitto, a spokesperson for 
the California Chamber of Com-
merce.

“We need to start dealing 
with all of our safety issues,” Sol-
litto said. “We need to deal with 
things like the levees, our water 
supply and per-
haps most im-
portantly our 
roads.” 

One of the vi-
tal components 
to the continued 
survival of our 
state is building 
and securing its 
infrastructure, 
Sollitto said. 

“It’s the silent thing people 
tend to take for granted,” Sollitto 
said. “That’s why people at Cal 
State Fullerton should support 
Proposition 1A. This goes way 
beyond transportation purposes.”

Proposition 42 left the state 
with huge loop holes that Propo-

sition 1A will fill, Sollitto said. 
“Proposition 42 allowed the 

legislature to pull funding for 
non-transportation related pur-
poses,” Sollitto said. “The gover-
nor did this for years at time. I 
would ask voters to think about 
whether their roads are really as 
drivable as they want them to 

be.”
Proposition 

1A would fix 
this problem by 
narrowing the 
ability for the 
legislature to 
borrow funds, 
Sollitto said.

“My under-
standing is that 

we need $100 billion to repair 
and work on the areas in need,” 
Sollitto said.  “Transportation is 
vital for the economy to flourish, 
it’s as simple as that. Voting for 
this proposition is an investment 
in both today’s roads and streets 
and the future roads for our chil-
dren.”

Protecting state tax revenue from 
gas sales and investing that money 
only into issues of transportation 
is the aim of Proposition 1A, a  
legislative constitutional amendment  
for transportation funding protec-
tion.

Under Proposition 42, passed 
in 2002, the state can suspend the 
flow of funds from gas sales taxes 
into the Transportation Invest-
ment Fund and use the money for 

other pressing state issues, outside of 
transportation, if the state is in fiscal  
jeopardy, according the proposition’s 
text.

To accomplish this, the governor 
must request the suspension of rev-
enue to the investment fund and the 
legislature must approve the recom-
mendation by a 2 to 3 vote.

If Proposition 1A passes the state 
would not be able to stop the flow of 
funding into the investment funds 
more than two times in 10 years and 
would have to pay back the amount 
borrowed with interest within three 
years, according to the proposition’s 
text.

Under the current laws there 
is no stipulation as to how many 
times the governor and legislature  
can borrow money from the in-
vestment fund or if they are re-
quired to pay it back, according to  
an independent state analysis.

Proposition 1A protects transpor-
tation funding for traffic congestion 
projects, safety improvements and 
local streets and roads, according to 
the proposition’s text. 

It also prohibits the state 
sales tax on motor vehicle fuels 
from being used for any purpose  
other than transportation improve-
ments.  

“Generally speaking there are two 
critical reasons to vote yes on Propo-
sition 1A,” said DeAnn Baker, a 
Californian legislative representa-
tive. 

“First we are losing our invest-
ments and secondly 
we need to keep  
up with our  
wild population 
growth.”

When looking at 
the data from all the 
counties it is evident 
that there is a huge 
need for help, Baker 
said.  

“Typically, we are 
suppose to repave 
roads every 18 to 20 
years,” Baker said. 

“But the way we 
are headed some  
cities and counties  
are averaging 100 years.”

What Proposition 1A will secure is a 
percentage of tax revenue from gas that 
can be dedicated to specific counties  
and rehabilitation efforts, Baker  
said.

“The gas tax has not increased 

since 1990 and this is a major prob-
lem,” Baker said. 

“When Proposition 42 was passed 
there was no allotment for inflation 
so in turn the revenue from this 
tax has not been able to keep up  

with the grow-
ing needs of our 
state.”

What needs to 
happen is Proposi-
tion 1A and Prop-
osition 1B need to 
pass together so 
that we can protect 
the precious tax 
funding we have 
now and secure 
more funds for  
the future, Baker 
said.

“If we don’t 
invest now we 
are not only los-

ing our hard earned investments, 
but the problems we are facing will  
continue to escalate,” Baker said. 

“This will result in huge  
costs to the taxpayer and resident  
in California. Lets pass Proposition  
1A now to secure our future.”

Proposition 1A would put more 
of California’s budget on “auto-
matic pilot,” said Jackie Goldberg, 
Chair on the California State As-
sembly. 

If the proposition passes, the 
Governor and the 
legislature would 
not be able to set 
priorities for fund-
ing if education, 
healthcare, public 
safety and child-
care were in need, 
Goldberg said.  

“When the next 
recession hits, the 
legislature and the 
governor must be 
able to prioritize 
both cuts and ex-
penditures,” Goldberg said. “Dur-
ing any recession, the first priority 
for gasoline taxes will be potholes 
and highways if 1A passes.”

Proposition 1A tightens the re-
strictions and makes borrowing 
funds from gas tax revenue almost 
impossible, Goldberg said. 

“Everyone seems to agree in 
California that our No.1 priority is 

public education,” Goldberg said. 
“But, if Proposition 1A were to 
pass, that would no longer be true. 
We only have to look at recent his-
tory to understand the impact of 
Proposition 1A. In 2003-04, the 

legislature and 
the governor bor-
rowed $868 mil-
lion from the sales 
tax revenue on 
gasoline alone.”

Proposition 1A 
would cause the 
state to cut fund-
ing for textbooks 
maintenance of 
classrooms and 
school buildings, 
and would raise 
tuition costs at 

California colleges, Goldberg said. 
“Community college students saw 
their fees more than double, rising 
from $11 per unit to $26 per unit, 
and hundreds of thousands of com-
munity college students had to quit 
college as a result.”

Goldberg concluded, “Voting for 
Proposition 1A is a mistake and will 
hurt our state in a time of need.”

Proposition would 
keep money from gas 
tax for transportation

BY PAUL SAIEDI/Daily titan Staff Writer

“

“

Transportation is vital 
for the economy to 
flourish, it’s as simple 
as that.

– Vince Sollitto
California Chamber of Commerce

“

“

Our No. 1 priority is 
public education. But 
if Proposition 1A were 
to pass, that would no 
longer be true.

– Jackie Goldberg
California State Assembly Chair

“If we don’t invest now 
we are not only los-
ing our hard earned 
investment, but the 
problems we are fac-
ing will continue to 
escalate.

– DeAnn Baker
Californian Legislative 

Representative

“
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PrOPOSItION 1B 

In an October newsletter on 
California’s Department of Trans-
portation Web site, Caltrans di-
rector Will Kempton said neither 
he nor his Cal-
trans employees 
would be for or 
against proposi-
tion 1B or Prop-
osition 1A, both 
of which deal 
with transporta-
tion. 

The aim of his 
newsletter was to 
educate voters 
on each proposi-
tion.

He said he was asked if he 
would be ready to meet the chal-
lenge if Proposition 1A and 1B 
were passed.

“My answer is, ‘Yes, we are 
ready,’ ” Kempton said. “Along 
with the transportation contract-
ing community, Caltrans has 
been working hard on ensuring 
that we have the capacity to meet 
the challenge. In fact, we have es-

tablished an overall blueprint for 
preparing our industry partners 
and ourselves.”

He said that he would make 
sure that there 
would be 
enough equip-
ment and mate-
rial available if 
the propositions 
were to pass and 
that contractors 
are “up to the 
task.”

“We want to 
expand trans-
portation tech-
nology, and 

ensure that our recruitment and 
training are sufficient,” Kempton 
said. 

He ended the newsletter saying 
that his team is “first rate” and 
that Caltrans “is clearly the best 
state department of transporta-
tion in the county.”

“Yes, I say again,” Kempton 
said, “we are ready for the chal-
lenges.”

Proposition 1B would issue a 
bond that would not exceed $19.9 
billion to make safety improvements 
to highways, repair highways, widen 
freeways to relieve traffic congestion, 
repair local streets and improve local 
bridges for earthquake safety.

The bond would be split into four 
categories of approximately: $11.3 
billion for congestion reduction, 
highway and local road improve-
ments; $4 billion for public trans-
portation; $3.2 billion for goods 

movement and air quality; and $1.5 
billion for safety and security.

The fiscal impact to the state 
would be about $38.9 billion over 
the 30 years it will take to pay off the 
principal bond price of $19.9 billion 
plus interest totaling $19 billion.

Payments will be about $1.3 bil-
lion a year. 

The additional cost of operat-
ing and maintaining the new and  
improved infrastructures is un-
known. 

This general obligation bond 
would be paid out of the state’s gen-
eral fund.

California spends about $20 bil-
lion a year from state, federal and lo-

cal funds for highways, streets, roads 
and transit systems. They are funded 
mostly on a pay-as-you-go basis from 
two primary state tax sources.

One of the sources is the state’s 
18 cent excise tax on gasoline and 
diesel fuel. It generates about $3.4 
billion a year. The other is the state 
tax sales on gasoline and diesel fuel. 
That generates about $2 billion a 
year. In addition, California’s trans-
portation system receives federal and 
local money.

Since 1990, voters have approved 
about $5 billion in obligation bonds 
to fund transportation, mostly to 
passenger rail and transit improve-
ments.

Deborah Howard, campaign 
consultant for Let’s Rebuild Cali-
fornia, a bipartisan coalition that 
supports Proposition 1B, said that 
the bond is an attempt to fix roads 
and improve transportation in or-
der to keep up with California’s 
growing popula-
tion.

“This is not a 
cure-all,” Howard 
said. 

“We’re going to 
still need to spend 
more money in the 
future, but this is 
at least a solid step 
forward.”

She said money 
would be taken out 
in increments. 

“The thing to 
keep in mind, 
should the bonds pass on Nov. 7, 
is that the state isn’t going to wake 
up on Nov. 8 and put $38 billion 
in bonds on the market and sell 
them immediately. 

The bonds would be issued 
over 10 years,” Howard said. “We 

would be borrowing money as 
the projects were ready to go and 
we would be paying it back over 
thirty years.”

Together the bonds add up to a 
lot of money, but they would not 
strain our large economy, Howard 

said.
“It’s a lot of 

money but it’s 
also an invest-
ment that Cali-
fornia needs to 
make and can 
afford to make,” 
Howard said.

Howard said 
Propositions 1A, 
1C, 1D and 1E 
are just as im-
portant as Prop-
osition 1B. 

“ C a l i f o r n i a 
needs good jobs and good roads 
and good schools to continue to 
grow and have a strong economy,” 
Howard said. 

“Those things can’t happen if 
we don’t invest in our infrastruc-
ture.”

Stuart Cohen, executive director 
of Transportation and Land Use Co-
alition, said that the transportation 
system is underfunded but Proposi-
tion 1B is using money that would 
typically go to other important state 
services.

Cohen said schools and health 
services would be 
affected because 
the $1.3 billion 
annual payment 
would be taken 
out of the state’s 
general fund.

“Transportation 
is one of the only 
programs that have 
been traditionally 
paid for through 
user fees,” Cohen 
said.

“Now because 
our legislature is 
scared to act and allow those fees to 
keep up with inflation, we have to ... 
cut higher education, close clinics and  
degrade our health services to help  
pave our roads. That’s simply 
wrong.”

A general obligation bond – the 
kind Proposition 1B is propos-
ing – comes out of the state’s 
general fund. A revenue bond is  
where fees are indexed, or raised, 
to meet inflation and are used to  
pay for goods and services, Cohen 
said.

If Proposition 1B 
proposed a revenue 
bond, it would be 
a different story, he 
said.

“The plan could 
do a lot more to 
move us out of a 
transportation cri-
sis and it doesn’t  
do anything,” he 
said.

The best way  
to fund the trans-
portation system 
would be to keep  

the gas tax consistent with  
inflation. 

If that was done, at the end of 30 
years, it would raise more than $40 
billion for transportation, Cohen 
said.

The billion-dollar bond 
measure aims to improve 
roads and highways 

BY HArmONY trEvINO/Daily titan Staff Writer

“

“

Caltrans has been 
working hard on 
ensuring that we have 
the capacity to meet 
the challenge.

– Will Kempton
Caltrans Director

“

“

The plan could do a 
lot more to move us 
out of a transportation 
crisis and it doesn’t do 
anything.

– Stuart Cohen
Executive Director of Transportation 

and Land Use Coalition

“
It’s a lot of money but 
it’s also an investment 
that California needs 
to make and can 
afford to make.

– Deborah Howard
Let’s Rebuild California 

Campaign Consultant

“
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Participate in the
Csuf Washington, D.C.

Summer Internship Program
2007

in which the student-athlete is en-
rolled.”

The nCaa rules state that eligi-
bility shall not be affected if the total 
amount is less than $100. a suspen-
sion is in order if the noncourse-re-
lated required books cost over $100. 
The student athlete is required to re-
pay the value of the benefit to a char-
ity of his or her choice. in both cases 
with the suspended athletes, books 
were less than $100 but exceeded the 
limit when taxes were added.

“if these two kids have done this 
in the state of Oregon where there is 
no sales tax, there would’ve been no 

penalty and they wouldn’t even be 
sitting out games,” Burton said.

The violation was self-reported 
by CSUF upon discovery that some 
of the books purchased with vouch-
ers did not match the classes being 
taken by the student-athletes with 
scholarships, Burton said.

“They did match a lot of the 
walk-ons’ classes, so with that they 
put one and one together,” Burton 
said. “it’s just another lesson we’ve 
learned and now we have a better 
check-and-balance system for books 
at our school.” 

Burton said that with the three 
projected starters sitting out the first 

three games, it’s going to give other 
players an opportunity to start and 
force the team to help develop its 
depth.

“From our standpoint it’s tough 
because now we’re going to go in 
three games without three of our 
top players,” Burton said. “it really 
makes it hard because now we’re try-
ing to get two teams ready – one 
ready for the first three games and 
another team for when those kids 
come back.”

The four suspended players will be 
cleared to return to the court when 
CSUF is on the road to play Louisi-
ana-Lafayette on nov. 24.

suspended - After Saturday’s Sixth Annual Scrimmage at the Titan Gym, Men’s Basketball Head Coach Bob 
Burton discussed the difficulties of having to prepare two line-ups, one with the suspended players and one without.

BY kArl THUNmAN/Daily Titan

company press release issued to the 
public.

“Regrettable, drivers and mechan-
ics for Taormina industries are still 
refusing to work,” stated the press 
release. “However the collection of 
municipal solid waste is a critical 
public heath service and Taormina 
industries will ensure that the ser-

vices are provided. We are very sorry 
that our employees have caused ser-
vice interruptions for our custom-
ers.”

The Fullerton Garbage routes were 
about one day behind, said Fullerton 
City Official Joe Felz, according to 
the OC Register. 

The absence of waste management 
was evident on many streets in Ful-

lerton, as dumpsters overflowed with 
piles of rubbish and debris. 

Fullerton resident William 
Mitchell said he was inconvenienced 
and frustrated that his trash was not 
picked up two weeks in a row.     

“With three kids, two adults and 
two dogs living in the house, a lot 
of trash builds up during the week,” 
Mitchell said. “i’m bent.”

BASkETBAll: BIG PrICE For TExTBookS

now,” Gonzales said. “i don’t think 
what we’re trying to do is pointless 
or anything, i think we have a good 
goal but i think we’re kind of slow in 
trying to do it.”

With iraq and north Korea grab-
bing headlines, political science pro-
fessor Jarrett Lovell seized the oppor-
tunity to use current events to help 
teach his honors seminar on war, 
peace and crime.

“We were going over [to iraq be-
cause of ] balance of power, national 
strength and those kinds of theories, 
and arms trade and deterrents, so we 
didn’t even need to open the book 
to have the discussion, it was right 
there,” Lovell said. “it was pretty in-
teresting.”

north Korea has become a main 
topic in Lovell’s honors class. He 
said many people in his class said it is 
hypocritical that the U.S. is allowed 

to have nuclear weapons while con-
demning north Korea.

Headed for the parking lot follow-
ing a CSUF broadcast journalism 
class, Lani ideishi recalled hearing 
the news about north Korea.

“as soon as i heard it, i called 
up one of my friends and we were 
talking about it and we were like, 
‘Great. This is the start of World 
War iii,’ ” she said.

CSUF political science Professor 
Valerie O’Regan said she is con-
cerned about the nuclear weapons 
north Korea possesses. She believes 
that it is no longer only aggressive 
countries we should fear so much as 
nuclear technology being passed on 
to nonstate actors like al-Qaida or 
the Taliban.

“if you look at history in the Cold 
War, between the United States and 
the Soviet Union, having nuclear 
weapons deterred each of the oth-

ers from firing on one another,” she 
said. “So i think with most individu-
al countries it’s more of a deterrence 
effect and it can act that way. The 
problem is that nonstate actors are 
starting to get nuclear weapons and 
those individuals are far more diffi-
cult to predict. i don’t think it could 
lead to a World War iii but it could 
lead to a lot of damage and killing.” 

if a state were to partake in a 
nuclear attack, an international co-
alition could plan the appropriate 
military response. Decentralized and 
without borders, organized groups 
wouldn’t have that fear, she said.

With midterm congressional elec-
tions less than a week away, foreign 
affairs are taking a prominent place 
in the elections.

The Democrats “can’t really pull 
the troops home but what they can 
do is put pressure on the president 
through their scheduling and over-

sight powers,” political science Pro-
fessor Stephen Stambough said. “So 
they would have more power to 
oversee the budget and the activities 
of all the executive agencies … Plus 
they would have investigative pow-
ers so they could look into prewar 
intelligence. They could look into 
current strategy.”

Stambough predicted that Demo-
crats would take a majority in the 
House of Representatives. in the 
final stages of the election, Stam-
bough said negative views on iraq 
are limiting Republican support but 
he warns that public opinion won’t 
shape what happens next in iraq.

“Very seldom is it based on pub-
lic opinion,” said Stambough, who 
teaches a class on elections and 
campaigns. “What it could be based 
on is whenever somebody comes up 
with some workable vision of what 
a postwar iraq would look like, and 

nobody in the government, Repub-
lican or Democrat, has that right 
now. not in a way anybody likes 
anyways … they’re realistic.”

Lovell said what is happening 
around the world can be traced back 
to the U.S.’s aggressive attitude and 
approach to iraq. Following recent 
news that north Korea had acquired 
nuclear capabilities, 30 other nations 
were interested in following suit.

“The United States right now is 
leading by example and the example 
they are giving to the whole world 
is they are engaging in a strategy of 
aggression. it’s no wonder iran and 
north Korea and those other coun-
tries realize they need to protect 
themselves,” Lovell said.

Both O’Regan and Lovell said 
they have noticed their students 
often lack awareness of what is hap-
pening on the world stage.

O’Regan said students aren’t as 

conscious about world politics be-
cause the threats are far away.

“We’ve always had that 
attitude. The United States is more 
isolated. We are far enough away 
from other countries that unless we 
send troops to that country or unless 
a country attacks us on our own soil, 
we tend to ignore or marginalize any 
of the other countries,” she said.

Sociology major Fatima Vazquez 
believes the U.S. should pull out 
of iraq immediately. Her 35-year-
old brother was stationed overseas 
in iraq as a paramedic. Though he 
is back to civilian life, Vazquez said 
her brother has not been the same 
person since he returned.

“He has two younger kids and be-
fore he came back home their mom 
told them to be quiet,” Vazquez 
said. “at the sound of screaming or 
something crashing my brother au-
tomatically ducks.”

ing assignments or in conjunction 
with reading the book.

“if i like the book i’ll read it,” 
nguyen said. “if it’s boring, get it 
out of here.”

Praitis doesn’t totally reject the 
idea of using notePods or other 
types of summaries.

“if it helps [students] why would 
i say don’t use it,” she said. “But i 
don’t think that it could be a sub-
stitute.”

Viola said he thinks notePods 
might tempt students to cheat on 
tests. 

“People could use the little wire-

less ear buds while taking the tests,” 
he said.

Praitis said she doesn’t think it 
would help on her exams.

“You can only get so far in an 
interpretation with someone else’s 
summation. So i suppose if you go 
blank and you don’t remember the 
plot, it might help,” she said. But “if 
people are really interested in what’s 
in front of them, they’re not tempted 
to cheat.”

Bernstein said he sees notePods 
as a useful tool that can help with 
studying or act as a refresher before 
taking a test. Viola agreed and said 
it would be convenient to listen to 

while walking.
nguyen said he thinks it might 

lighten the load – literally.
“if it has the same information it 

would be helpful because then you 
don’t have to carry the book around,” 
nguyen said.

With all the new innovations and 
so many things going digital, the 
question remains whether or not 
people may abandon books alto-
gether. But Praitis said it’s a deeper 
issue than that.

“People who read, enjoy reading 
a book,” she said. “People who don’t 
read, don’t care. They’re not going to 
look at it if it’s digital or paper.”
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TITAN EDITORIAL
Providing insight, analysis and perspective since 

Safe and Fat

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Titan Editorial is solely the opinion of the Daily Titan edi-
torial board and was written after the open debate between board members. 
The editorial board consists of the executive editor, the managing editor, the 
opinion editor, the news editors, the copy chief and other editors upon ap-
pointment of the executive editor.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. All letters must include 

the sender’s first and last name. Students must include their majors, and 
other writers must include their affiliation to the university, if appli-

cable. The Daily Titan reserves the right to edit letters for length,  
grammar and spelling. Send letters to Julie Anne Ines, the executive edi-

tor, at jines@dailytitan.com.

Here in Orange County, kids 
are smart, safe and fat, according 
to a study released on Tuesday 
that was sponsored by the Or-
ange County Board of Supervi-
sors. 

The 12th annual study posted 
higher test scores in school, low-
er rates of arrest and more obe-
sity among the county’s children 
and teenagers.

There’s no question about it: 
kids in Orange County are com-
fortable. 

But if you were to look beyond 
the folds of the Orange Curtain 
(and “baby” fat), you probably 
wouldn’t have too much trouble 
finding similar trends elsewhere. 

While safety and security 
make us feel, well, safe and se-
cure, it seems that they have 
lulled the youth of this nation 
into the dangerous sleep of apa-
thy.

Ever wonder why voter turn-
out rates for youth are so low? 
Why there are no more protests 
on school grounds like they had 
back during the Vietnam War 
era? Why the mention of coun-
tries like North Korea and Iran 
elicit nothing more than a blank 
stare? 

Or  why news of Ryan Philippe 

and Reese Witherspoon’s break-
up draws more gasps than news 
of North Korea’s agreement to 
re-enter into nuclear disarma-
ment talks?

The answer is simple. Why 
bother ourselves with discomfit-
ing matters outside of our com-
fortable little bubbles?

Here, nothing bothers us, 
nothing touches us. 

During the war in Vietnam, 
young men had the fear of the 
draft hovering over their heads. 
In earlier wars, there were cut-
backs in rubber and metal so 
that these resources could be di-
verted to the war effort. 

And what do we have today? 
Higher gas prices, which people 
are still willing to pay to get to 
their weekend parties. We have 
not been forced to sacrifice any-
thing and, therefore, have not 
been motivated to get off our 
well-padded posteriors to go out 
and make a change.

Here in our bubbles, as the 
movie “Cabaret” says, life is 
beautiful. 

But as the movie points out 
the “real world” will eventu-
ally burst these bubbles unless 
we wake up and do something 
about it.

Jules Agdeppa
Management

Senior

“The non-fan. Girls 
drag us shopping. 
This is what we 

want to do.”

Veronica Navarro
Human Services

Junior

“The sport is always 
going to be there. 

Fans should be more 
sensitive.” 

Andrew Le
Business Major

Sophmore

“The non-fan. If 
things are good for 

the rest of the weeek, 
the fan should be 

able to watch foot-
ball on Sundays.”

Marina Everage
Kinesiology

Senior

“It’s both their faults. 
They need to com-

municate and spend 
time together and 

apart.”

Juan Contreras
Liberal Studies

Junior

“If they watch too 
much football, it is 

the fan’s fault for not 
paying attention to 
the other person.”

WORD ON THE STREET
Who is at fault when the football season causes some women 

to be suddenly single?

COMPILED BY Laura Lujan/Daily Titan Staff Writer

OPINION



Here we are again in the middle 
of the time of year when a mysteri-
ous condition seems to creep up on 
members of an otherwise healthy re-
lationship. Symptoms include feel-
ings of isolation, hopelessness and 
inability to change one’s situation.

Don’t break out the Zoloft just 
yet. You’re only one of the millions 
of girlfriends, boyfriends, wives and 
husbands afflicted with what has 
been dubbed “football widow syn-
drome.”

A football widow is unofficially 
defined as a football fanatic’s signifi-
cant other, most commonly female, 
who mourns the loss of her main 
squeeze every Sunday when his mind 
is sucked into a trance by monstrous 
grunting men pulverizing each other 
on the TV screen.

Since 1920, when pro football 
began, any given football widow 
has tried in vain to steer her part-
ner away from the game. After all, 

watching her man raise his fists in 
fury and throw the couch cushions 
across the room just because a little 
guy in a striped shirt said “pass in-
terference” was just not the her idea 
of sane.

But the real issue was that no mat-
ter how much she begged, pleaded 
or screamed for any acknowledge-
ment of her exis-
tence, she may as 
well have engaged 
in witty chit-chat 
with a decompos-
ing corpse. She 
would have gotten 
more response.

Times have 
changed since 
then and football 
widow syndrome 
has become more prevalent among 
men, as female football fanatics are 
no longer mere flights of male fan-
cy.

I am one of the most mild-tem-
pered, analytic, put-the-college-psy-
chology-classes-to-good-use women 
you will ever meet. Come game day, 

however, I am the one cursing, send-
ing the remote airborne and getting 
called for unnecessary roughness by 
my boyfriend.

I can’t comprehend or explain 
what comes over me in those volatile 
moments. It’s a passion that can’t be 
contained or ignored. It’s excitement 
when life is drab. It riles me up and 

makes me happy.
So why “villain-

ize” us fans and 
victimize those 
with no love for 
the game?

Football fans, 
or fans of any oth-
er sport for that 
matter, are not al-
ways the roots of 
the problem.

By no means do I condone the de-
struction of furniture or the knock-
ing of holes in walls, widows. Ad-
mittedly, this is a bit extreme. But is 
a little less blame and a little more 
understanding on your part too 
much to ask?

If you’re concerned that your 

guy or girl knows more about what 
happened with Peyton Manning’s 
completion percentages for the past 
8 seasons than he or she does about 
how your day went yesterday, I can 
sympathize. No one wants to play 
second string, but aren’t communi-
cation and compromise two of the 
most important components of a 
healthy relationship?

Of course, the fan you love must 
equally agree to let you shop, watch 
kung-fu movies or do whatever ob-
scure hobby that floats your boat in 
all fairness.

Chances are, you are just as ob-
sessed with something he or she 
couldn’t care less about. 

If you are content with the  
relationship at almost every other 
time that football isn’t involved, 
there is absolutely no need to feel 
benched.

While we’re busy jumping on the 
couches during a game, grab a book, 
call Mom, or play Resident Evil. 
It doesn’t matter what you do, just 
learn to deal and let us hang with the 
Broncs, Bucs, and ‘Boys on Sunday.’

BY LauRa LujaN
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

opinion@dailytitan.com

Football Fanatic on the Loose 
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So our country’s pretty obsessed 
with sports, I guess.

I don’t really follow them, but I 
can guarantee that I will know who 
won and lost by the moods of my 
fellow co-workers when I walk into 
the office. When there’s a game go-
ing on while we’re finishing up the 
paper, I’m always sure to know who’s 
in it, who’s winning and exactly how 
terrible that is.

Of course, the single biggest sport 
in America is football.

Now, I understand region loyalty. 
My father was a Seahawks fan for 
his whole life because he was born 
in Washington state. He wasn’t from 
Seattle, but that’s besides the point, 
I guess.

I get creating an excuse to sit 
around with buddies and drink 
beer.

But I just don’t get this of-
ten-rabid attachment to football. 
There’s no plot, no overarching  
reason to watch other than “who’s  
going to win the Super Bowl this 
year?” The only other TV phenom-
enon I can think of with a similar 
theme is Pokemon, where 7-year-
olds – and a few 20-year-olds, I 
know – watch with bated breath to 
see if Ash will win that gym badge 
this time. At least that show’s got Pi-
kachu. No such luck for the mascot-
less NFL.

I’ve heard the natural drama of 
team-on-team competition is a draw 
for the sport. But that’s rubbish for 
two reasons.

First, a body’s got to have some 
interest in the sport before they care 
about the natural drama. There’s 
natural drama in the legislative pro-
cess, but you don’t see me sitting 
around and gaping at CSPAN, giv-
ing my buddies the high five when 
the speaker of the House successfully 

filibusters a bill into oblivion.
Second, the “natural drama” is 

pretty well gutted when the game’s 
so slow that the average 15-min-
ute quarter takes 45 minutes to get 
through. Football’s got breaks for 
everything. Coach calls a time out? 
Stop the clock. Someone goes out of 
bounds? Ditto. Commercial breaks? 
Check.

At the end of the day, I think the 
only reason the game’s popular is 
because it – and all other televised 
sports – date back to a time when 
people actually went out and played 
games. Baseball was the national 
pastime because people would go 
and pass the time by playing a game 
of baseball.

In other words, sports on the tube 
are just the modern incarnation of 
yesterday’s hobbies. They’re a ritual, 
now bereft of meaning, that gets 
passed onto the next generation be-
cause it has always been passed on.

Kind of like Aztec human sacri-

fice.
To be fair to the sport, there’s a lot 

of other things I don’t understand. 
I don’t really get why people would 
dress up as Lord of the Rings char-
acters and hit each other with foam 
swords. I’m not entirely sure why 
anyone would believe that the presi-
dent is a shape-changing reptile. I 
don’t get why people would learn to 
speak Klingon.

But those are all fringe things. 
People on the fringe are supposed to 
be crazy. That’s why they’re on the 
fringe. Football’s mainstream, it’s 
pumped into our homes almost dai-
ly, and it has as much intrinsic value 
as chatting with William Shatner in 
Esperanto would.

BY jOE SIMMONS
Daily Titan Copy Chief
jsimmons@dailytitan.com

Give Me a Better Past Time

Providing shelters for the 
homeless and the destitute is 
a duty that we as Americans 
must perform. As Americans 
we are raised on the ideals of 
charity and compassion. In 
the next election Proposition 
1C would provide funding for 
homeless shelters. 

If Proposition 1C passes it 
would allow $285 billion to 
be allocated from the state’s 
general bond funds to be 
spent on providing housing 
for the poor. Opponents to 
the bill say that it would di-
vert funds from education and 
health care. 
Yet they forget 
that the state’s 
education and 
health care 
system, which 
i n c l u d e s 
M e d i - C a l , 
Ca l i f o rn i a’s 
version of the 
national Med-
icaid system, requires those 
who receive services to have 
legal places of residency.

Recently the famous Dome 
Village in downtown Los 
Angeles was closed because 
the owners could not afford 
to pay the rent for its down-
town property. The Dome 
Village got its name because 
the homeless and low-income 
who were housed in the vil-
lage lived in small domes that 
looked like igloos.

The proposition would also 
fund shelters for battered and 
abused women.

According to the Web site 
for the League of Women 
Voters, 360,000 people are 

homeless every night and 
5,108 women were turned 
away last year from domestic 
violence shelters because the 
shelters were full.

Proposition 1C would cre-
ate 187,000 new jobs for Cal-
ifornia, which currently has 
an unemployment rate of 4.8 
percent.

California Assemblyman 
Chuck Devore said on his 
Web site that less than half of 
the money raised by the prop-
osition would be spent on 
housing and shelters and that 
$285 billion is literally a drop 
in the bucket in comparison 
California’s population of 37 
million and only 12.1 million 
housing units. 

Proposition 
1C might be 
a drop in the 
bucket, but 
still, even a 
drop is much 
better than 
having an 
empty buck-
et. Providing 
shelter for bat-

tered women and the home-
less is something that every 
Californian must support.

According to the Califor-
nia Department of Justice 
there were over 600 reports 
of domestic violence per day 
in 2005, and the problem has 
not gone away. There are only 
192 agencies providing ser-
vices to victims of domestic 
violence. 192 agencies can-
not possibly provide services 
for 219,000 people who have 
reported domestic abuse. I 
recommend that a yes vote on 
Proposition 1C because a yes 
on 1C is a yes to compassion 
and a charity and no to vio-
lence and poverty.

Proposition 1C would 
create 187,000 new 
jobs for California, 
which currently has 
an unemployment 
rate of 4.8 percent.

BY ROBERT MORaN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

opinion@dailytitan.com

Housing for
 the Homeless
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To The Polls...
With ballot boxes preparing to open, ideologists 
mull the fate of the congressional future

INTROSPECTNovember 2, 2006

Next week in Introspect:  
Meet the campus achievers. 
They are the movers and shak-
ers of thier departments who will 
move on as industry players, 
field experts and more impor-
tantly CSUF alumni

Election Day Blues
For one club on campus, the message isn’t just to vote Democrat, it’s to get involved

by Erika DrEssEr
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

With so many measures, candi-
dates and propositions on the ballot 
it can get confusing for students to 
keep things straight. Add in party 
ties, a full class schedule, 20 to 40 
hours of work each week and it 
can get positively overwhelming 
for students to get the information 
that they need to make an educated 
choice at the voting booth. 

“I didn’t vote last year and I don’t 
plan on voting this year because 
when it comes down to it I don’t 
have time to sit down and do the 
research,” said senior communica-
tions major Sanam Leidelmeijer.  “I 
hate politics mostly because I don’t 
understand it and I think a lot of 
it is just money talking. I don’t feel 
like politicians have a voice in the 
younger community. I really just 
want the facts about everything in 
simple layman’s terms. Then maybe 
I would want to vote.”

Many students share similar sen-
timents and then there are some 
who have chosen to speak out by 
organizing the College Democrats at 

CSUF club. Though it is still in its 
budding stages, the small organiza-
tion is working to promote a power-
ful message of Democratic support 
through education. Club member 
and organizer Jason Matthews, a se-
nior political science major, began 
his interest in politics in reaction to 
the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

“It was one of those shocking 
things at the time that you really 
had no idea why this tragedy would 
occur,” Matthews said. “It kind of 
wakes you up to the larger scheme.” 

His journey to better understand 
the political climate in Washington 
brought him to the Democratic Party. 

“I think [Democrats] actually have 
a premise of valuing the working 
American. It’s a great party because 
they work for the greater good such 
as pushing for universal health care, 
stronger education and Pell grants 
for college students,” he said.  “I feel it’s 
a more humanistic party than the Re-
publicans who seem to have lost touch 
with their true conservative roots.” 

Matthews and some of his class-
mates have joined together to revive 
the Democrats’ on campus presence 
by sparking political debate among 
students about the real issues at hand 

in the upcoming election.
 “I believe that the data shows 

that the Democratic Party is the bet-
ter party for the American people. In 
recent times we’ve seen the Republi-
can Party become this religious cabal 
mixed with big business interests,” 
Matthews said.  “As a student and as 
I move forward in my professional 
career I think it’s important that we 
continue to strengthen our social 
programs and our education system.” 

Working in conjunction with 
the Young Democrats of America, 
the club is getting involved in voter 
pledges to help encourage students 
to get involved and stay involved. 
By making a commitment to vote, 
students can be held accountable 
to follow through with that pledge. 
The club will also have a table in the 
Quad to help answer any questions 
students might have, but mainly the 
goal is to get students talking. 

Eric Jones, a third-year transfer 
student, is a key player in the orga-
nization of the College Democrats 
at CSUF club. His passion for local 
issues was inspired by his parents’ 
heavy political involvement in the 
Democratic Party. Jones’ main con-
cern is to get things off the ground.

“The club had been here last year 
and the year before, but I guess it 
kind of died out. I was looking to 
just join, but when I found out it 
wasn’t really going, I figured ‘what 
the heck,’ I’d try to get it started 
again,” Jones said. “I think right 
now our main issue with the party 
is trying to get more seats, but every 
member has their own view of what 

they want from the party.” 
The club meets every Thursday 

at 3 p.m. in the Garden Cafe where 
the floor is open to discuss any is-
sue the members feel is pertinent to 
the Democratic platform. With the 
elections close at hand, there is a 
great deal of work to be done. Both 
Democrats and Republicans have 
several measures on the ballot. For 
those students still on the fence it 
may be easier to just walk away, but 
Jones feels it is imperative to remem-
ber that the campus is a state-funded 
university.  Jones and the club oper-
ate on the idea that the major issues 
being presented in the voting booths 
directly affect things such as tuition 
hikes, overcrowded classrooms and 
spending cuts. 

For the club, it is only to a stu-

As Election Day approaches the 
final stretch, the Republican Party 
is attempting to push through pub-
lic dissatisfaction and make a good 
showing at the polls.

The Republican Party’s race to-
ward maintaining the majority in 
Congress may be hampered by some 
dissatisfaction over the country’s cur-
rent national and international issues.

According to a recent Newsweek 
poll, though President Bush is expe-
riencing a moderate 4 percent climb 
in his public approval rating, a ma-
jority of the poll participants said 
that they were more inclined to vote 
for the Democratic candidate in the 
congressional elections.

With only 39 percent siding with 
the Republican platform for the con-
gressional elections, Republicans are 
fighting an uphill battle to maintain 
their hold on the majority in Con-
gress. A majority – 53 percent – of the 
American public favoring the Demo-
cratic candidate in the elections, ac-

cording to the Newsweek poll.
Erik Weigand, Executive Director 

of the Republican Party of Orange 
County, said that though the party 
won’t have much chance in the con-
gressional race, he is confident that 
the party will maintain the majority 
of the political influence in Con-
gress.

“I think we’re going to lose a fair 
amount of seats [in the congressio-
nal races],” Weigand said. “But it 
will not be enough to take a major-
ity away from the Republican Party. 
This should be a waking call to Re-
publicans, saying that they need to 
be about spending less federal mon-
ey instead of creating more social 
programs, which is not the Repub-
lican way.”

However, such a turn in the political 
makeup of state positions could have 
some positive results, Weigand said.

“I hope the wake-up call is just the 
cusp of losing and not the entire loss. 
But we should be able to take care of 
the Democrat threat and uphold the 
majority of the votes,” he said. 

But others are not so inclined to 
remain positive about the Demo-

cratic Party’s strength in the Con-
gressional races.

“Even with a few seats, the Demo-
crats will gain more power [because 
it will] give them more of a voice 
in congress and to the public,” said 
Nick Benson, a senior business ma-
jor and a proponent of the Republi-
can platform.

The Republican Party is experi-
encing a small gain in the approval 
rating of the war, according to the 
Newsweek poll. Though the major-
ity of the American public still con-
sidered military action a mistake, 
the gap between those opposed and 
those who favor the war has narrowed 
from 54 percent opposing and 39 per-
cent in favor last week to 49 percent 
versus 43 percent this week. This re-
duced the gap to six points.

Though Americans are moving 
toward approval of the war, Ben-
son said that there is still much that 
needs to be done to gain the full 
confidence of the public.

“The biggest things they can do are 
admit where they have made mistakes 
and try to come up with a way to 
remedy those mistakes,” Benson said. 

Though the party is troubled as 
it tries to preserve its congressional 
seats in the upcoming race, the Cali-
fornia elections hold good news for 
the Republican Party.

According to a recent survey done 
by Rasmussen Reports, an electronic 
publishing firm specializing in the 
collection and distribution of public 
opinion polling information, Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger has extend-
ed his lead over Democratic opposi-
tion Phil Angelides in the California 
gubernatorial election.

The report said that though An-
gelides’ ratings remain the same, 
Schwarzenegger surpassed the 50 
percent mark since the Rasmussen 
Reports began polling the race in 
January.

Assemblyman Chuck DeVore (R-
Irvine) said the governor benefits 
from his universal name and a well-
run campaign.

With public approval leaning to-
ward the incumbent governor, many 
find Schwarzenegger  a shoe-in win-
ner as the gubernatorial race comes 
to an end.

by Paolo anDrEs
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Local Republicans weigh in on Election Day possibilities
The Great Red Hope

Nobody will ever deprive the American people 
of the right to vote except the American people 
themselves – and the only way they could do this 
is by not voting.“

”– Franklin D. Roosevelt

dents’ benefit to be aware of 
what government propositions 
are. Whether Democrat or Re-
publican,  conservative or  liber-
al, Jones said students should all 
make the effort to contribute to 
an informed student body pro-
actively striving to better their 
college institution.
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At the Associated Students Inc’s 
Pizza with the Presidents event on 
Wednesday, Cal State Fullerton 
President Milton Gordon and Vice 
President of Student Affairs Robert 
L. Palmer briefly addressed a stu-
dent’s question from the audience 
about how Title IX affected intercol-
legiate athletics. 

“We certainly take gender equity 
very seriously,” Palmer said. “It’s 
never far from my mind. We do a 
pretty good job here.” 

Title IX was enacted in 1972  as a 

program that is supposed to gener-
ate equal participation between men 
and women athletes. 

At times, Title 
IX is blamed as the 
reason for certain  
men’s collegiate 
sports programs 
being cut, such as 
the football team 
at CSUF for ex-
ample. 

Gordon refuted 
the fact and said 
that Title IX was 
not a factor in the  
football team be-
ing disbanded at 
CSUF. 

Gordon said it 
wasn’t about gender equity, but more 
of an issue about a football program 
at CSUF lagging behind with many 
good collegiate football teams in 

Southern California. 
Gordon said that there are much 

more relevant issues, when it comes 
to many of 
the sports 
that have 
c o m e , 
then are 
gone and 
that ul-
t i m a t e l y 
have dif-
f i c u l t i e s 
in surviv-
ing in a 
university 
situation, 
than just 
p u t t i n g  
the blame 

on the Title IX amendment.
“We were having attendance of 

two or three thousand on a particular 
game,” said Gordon about the even-

tual demise of football at CSUF.  
Gordon said that the lack of atten-

dance at CSUF football games was 
probably the most  important factor 
in gauging whether or not having a 
football team was viable.

“I would love to have a football 
program, but it would have to be 
successful,” Gordon said. “I gave it 
an opportunity for something like 
three years and I said ‘you know, 
if we could make a program that 
works, fine – if we can’t, it’s got to 
go.’” 

Gordon said that the opportu-
nity for success just never happened 
for the CSUF football team, which 
played its last season in 1992. 

“Two years after dropping foot-
ball, we won a baseball national 
championship,” Gordon said. “It 
takes money away from the other 
sports, but Title IX is well treated on 
this campus.” 

Pizza with the Presidents 
event gave students a 
forum to ask questions

(From Page 12) 
so it was important that we put on a 
good show,” Franks said.  

Although Franks’ job can be over-
whelming, he said he wouldn’t do 
anything else.

“Mel is the best at what he does 
in the business,” said Steve DiTolla, 
CSUF associate 
athletics director, 
who has worked 
with Franks for 
21 years.  

DiTolla de-
scribed Franks as 
knowledgeable, 
organized, per-
sonal and com-
passionate.

“He’s one of 
the hardest work-
ing guys you’ll 
meet,” DiTolla 
said. 

Franks’ long tenure has helped 
him gain respect from students, ath-
letes and coaches, said Cliff Hatter, 
CSUF assistant equipment manager, 
who has known Franks since he be-
gan working at CSUF. 

“I don’t think I know anyone who 
doesn’t like him or respect what he 
does,” Hatter said.  

Hatter explained how difficult it 
was for him, Franks and the football 

team during the 1984 football sea-
son.

“We never knew what to expect, 
one to the other,” Hatter said. 

At that time, CSUF was under– 
staffed and under–budgeted com-
pared to other Division I schools 
like Texas. 

It was up to a small group of 
people to make sure everything ran 

smoothly, Hatter 
said. 

Franks said 
that he con-
siders 1984 as 
one of his most 
cherished years 
because the base-
ball and football 
programs over-
achieved.  

The CSUF 
baseball team 
won its second 
National Cham-
pionship by 

beating Texas and the CSUF football 
team became nationally ranked with 
an 11-1 record. 

About 15 players from that  team 
went on to play professionally.

“It was amazing that the baseball 
team beat Texas that year because 
Texas had a bigger budget than 
ours,” Franks said. “It is rewarding 
to be associated with a program that 
overachieves.”

FRANKS: A VITAL COG

“

“

I don’t think I know 
anyone who doesn’t 
like him or respect 
what he does.

– Cliff Hatter
Asst. Equipment Manager

Cal State Fullerton President Gordon Gets 
a Chance to Address Title IX and Football

BY LAURENS ONG
Daily Titan Sports Editor

long@dailytitan.com

Postseason Realized for Women’s Soccer Team

When the Cal State Fullerton 
women’s soccer team takes the field 
on Friday in the Big West Confer-
ence tournament, they enter a point 
where only winning can keep their 
season alive.

The No.3-seeded Titans (9-7-2 
overall, 4-2-1, conference) are set to 
play No. 2-seeded UC Santa Barbara 
in the four-team tournament, with 
the winner of the match set to play 
the winner between No.1-seeded 
Long Beach State and Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo.

“You don’t get chances to play a 
team twice, so we’re looking forward 
to this opportunity,” junior captain 
Stacey Thompson said. “We’re re-
ally excited that we did draw Santa 
Barbara because now we can show 
them that [the last match] was an 
accident.”

The seeds are determined by the 

regular season standings. Though 
Long Beach State and UC Santa Bar-
bara shared the Big West Conference 
regular season championship, Long 
Beach State 
gained the top 
seed and host-
ing privileges as 
a result of their 
head-to-head 
win against UC 
Santa Barbara.

The tourna-
ment will be 
difficult for the 
Titans, especial-
ly since the Ti-
tans lost to both 
Long Beach 
State and UC 
Santa Barbara 
and posted a tie with Cal Poly.

The tournament-opening match 
against UC Santa Barbara gives the 
Titans a rare chance to avenge a loss 
suffered earlier this season.

Against UC Santa Barbara, the 
Titans suffered their worst loss of 
the season, 4-1 on Oct. 13 on their 
home field. 

“I think we didn’t come to play 
against UCSB,” junior Brianna Buff-

ington said. “We’re not taking them 
lightly this time. We’re not ready for 
[our season] to be over.”

One thing CSUF Head Coach Ali 
Khosrosha-
hin tried to 
emphasize to 
his team was 
to focus on 
working as a 
unit.
“ Ev e r y o n e 
was work-
ing inde-
pendently of 
each other,” 
said Khos-
r o s h a h i n , 
who was ad-
dressing his 
team. “It 

was like we had 11 different teams 
against Santa Barbara.”

The Titans will look to use the 
momentum of a 4-0 shelling of UC 
Irvine last Sunday to cap the regular 
season. 

Buffington scored three goals in 
the match, posting the first hat trick 
by a Titan since 2004.

The win also clinched the sixth-
straight winning season for the Ti-

tans, a streak that began when Khos-
roshahin became head coach.

It was the highest scoring output 
by the Titans since their season-
opener back on Aug. 27 when they 
shutout Idaho 4-0.

As the defending Big West Con-
ference tournament champions, the 
Titans enter as an underdog. 

In order to qualify for the NCAA 
tournament, the Titans must beat 
teams that have already had success 
against them – which is no small 
task.

If the Titans win against UC 
Santa Barbara, they will play in the 
championship match on Sunday af-
ternoon. 

The winner of the Big West Con-
ference tournament is granted an au-
tomatic berth into the NCAA tour-
nament and a chance to continue 
their season.

If the Titans were to lose in the 
conference tournament, there is an 
outside shot they may gain an at-
large berth to the NCAA tourna-
ment. 

But winning the conference tour-
nament is likely the only way to 
make it further in the postseason for 
the Titans.

No. 3 seeded Titans go
up against No. 2 seed 
UC Santa Barbara 

BY ALVIN ANOL
Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com “

“

We’re not taking them 
lightly this time. We’re  
not ready for [our season] 
to be over.

– Brianna Buffington
Titan Junior Women’s Soccer Player

“

“

It takes money away from 
the other sports, but Title 
IX is well treated on this 
campus. 

– Milton Gordon
Cal State Fullerton President
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Cal State Fullerton Athletics’ Jack of All Trades 

It’s often said that hard work and 
commitment pays off. 

Mel Franks, Cal State Fullerton 
associate athletic director of media 
relations, has more than a quarter 
century filled with  memories thanks 
to his hard work and commitment. 

For 26 years, Franks has worked 
tirelessly toward promoting and 
publicizing CSUF athletes, coaches 
and teams. 

“It’s fun being around athletes and 
coaches,” Franks said. “Everything is 
so negative in the sports world now-
adays, so it is refreshing to just root 
for the home team no matter what’s 
their record.” 

Franks is the second longest ten-
ured sports information director in 
California Division I schools, ac-
cording to the CSUF Web site.

After graduating from Arizona 
State in 1970, Franks worked as a 
sportswriter for the now defunct 
Daily News Tribune in Fullerton. 
Franks also spent six years in the 
public relations department of the 
California Angels before coming to 
CSUF.

“I’m proud to say that I’ve built 
a good rapport with the local media 
throughout the years,” Franks said.

Here at CSUF, Franks is in charge 
of putting events together. He has to 
take care of every aspect of sporting 
events like the baseball regional and 
super regional tournaments. 

 Since 1999, CSUF has hosted a 
total of six college baseball regional 
and five super regional tournaments. 
Franks said the regional tournaments 
are hard to put together because the 
NCAA gives the school that will 
be hosting the tournament a short 
amount of time to get ready. 

“First, the school must qualify for 
the tournament. Then, the school 
must be chosen by the NCAA to 
host the tournament,” Franks said. 
“Everything has to be done at the 
last minute.”

For every tournament, Franks has 

to manage things like where to lo-
cate the press row, who will be in the 
press box, what color uniforms the 
teams are going to wear, what hotels 
the visiting teams and umpires will 
sleep in, and he has to make sure all 
the teams know the game and prac-

tice schedules.
Franks said that the 1983 tele-

vised basketball game versus UNLV 
was the biggest event he planned at 
CSUF.  

“I had to take care of the press 
boxes, press row and everything that 

went into the game. We even had 
television here so I had to arrange 
that as well,” Franks said. “CSUF 
doesn’t get these opportunities often, 

Associate athletic director 
Mel Franks has been at 
the helm for 26 seasons

BY JUAN SAUCEDO
For the Daily Titan 

sports@dailytitan.com

BY CAmERON PEmSTEIN/For the Daily Titan
JUGGLING RESPONSIBILITIES –  Cal State Fullerton Associate Athletic Director of Media Relations Mel Franks oversees the media relations department 
for the Titans. “Everything is so negative in the sports world nowadays, so it is refreshing to just root for the home team, no matter what’s their record,” Franks said.

SEE FRANKS - PAGE 10 

Women’s soccer –  Cal 
State Fullerton [9-7-2 overall, 4-2-1 
in the Big West] takes a road trip to 
Long Beach State to play UC Santa 
Barbara at George Allen Field in the 
2006 Big West Tournament Friday 
at 11 a.m. 

   

Men’s soccer –  Cal State 
Fullerton [6-11-1 overall, 2-7-1 in 
the Big West] finishes their 2006 
schedule hosting Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo Saturday at 7 p.m. 
   

Volleyball – Cal State Ful-
lerton [15-8 overall, 4-5 in the Big 
West] finishes their 2006 home 
schedule hosting Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo Friday at 7 p.m. and UC 
Santa Barbara Saturday at 7 p.m.  

Upcoming Titan 
Athletics Schedule


