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John Quinlan, an Orange County 
native and Cal State Fullerton Alum-
nus, has established himself as a force 
in the field of communications.

Quinlan graduated from CSUF 
in 1991 as a Radio-TV-Film ma-
jor at CSUF. Now living in Laguna 
Niguel, the husband and father of 
three said that his college experience 
was not a typical one, as he had to 
balance the pressures of a full-time 
job and course load.

“It was a real balancing act,” 
Quinlan said.

In 1985, Quinlan worked as a 
stringer for the Associated Press 
when he was in his early 20s. With 
aspirations of a career in sports jour-
nalism, Quinlan pursued sports 

writing while he was a student at Cy-
press College. He decided to change 
his career path to broadcasting, so 
he transferred to Saddleback College 
and worked at their campus radio 
station as a weekend traffic reporter.

Quinlan honed his craft and made 
a professional leap by working after-
noons as a traffic 
reporter for KFMB 
98.0 F.M. in Holly-
wood. He was there 
for three years and 
was also attending 
CSUF during this 
time period.

Quinlan em-
barked upon an-
other opportunity 
when he heard 
that there was a group of San Diego 
businessmen that wanted to start an 
Orange County-based traffic sta-
tion. He said he was elated because 
he wanted to go back and work in 
Orange County. In January 1989, 
Quinlan made his homecoming to 

Orange County working at Airwatch 
America as a traffic reporter.

During that time, there were only 
four stations Airwatch powered. 
Now the company provides traffic 
services to over 40 radio stations in 
the Southern California area. The 
company has gone through several 

changes since he 
was there, and was 
eventually bought 
one of the biggest 
mass media com-
panies in the world, 
Clear Channel, in 
1999.

Quinlan was 
promoted to vice 
president and gen-
eral manager of 

Clear Channel. In 2003, he took 
another position KTLK Progressive 
Talk A.M. 1150 as vice president 
and general manager.

“I like the uniqueness of my job, 
it is appealing to me because there 
are only two traffic companies in the 

area, and I manage one of them,” 
Quinlan said. “I am one of the very 
few.”

Airwatch Programming Supervi-
sor Claire Sigman said Quinlan is 
one of the smartest people she has 
met in her life and that he instills 
a lot of trust and confidence in the 
people who work for him.

“It’s rare that you have someone 
that has the passion for the format of 
the operation,” Sigman said.

Airwatch Operations Manager 
Don Bastida said Quinlan is a fair 
and knowledgeable leader that ex-
amines every situation carefully. 

“I have learned a lot from him, 
since he has had just about every job 
you can have in this business,” Bas-
tida said.

Quinlan said he is pretty content 
with the workload he has right now. 
But, he would always be open to the 
possibility of taking upon another 
responsibility.

“You never know what is around 
the corner,” Quinlan said.
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Film major Andy Bussell mea-
sured the back of his truck then 
took the measurements to a mat-
tress store. 

“ ‘Yep, it’ll fit,’ I said. That was 
one of the deciding factors of mov-
ing in,” Bussell said.

Bussell left his roommate and 
the $1,600 apartment they shared 
in Aliso Viejo 16 months ago. He 

put his belongings in storage and 
moved into his truck.

“I’ve had visions of living in my 
truck for four years,” Bussell said. 
“I had a planned vision thing, like 
‘oh, I could live in my car and this 
is how I would do it.’ ”

Bussell is taking six classes at 
Cal State Fullerton and works as a 
“Mac genius” at Apple.

He decided to start living in his 
car to see how far he could push 
himself and to save a little money.

Bussell’s mom, Jill Bussell, 
doesn’t like to see him doing this.

“It doesn’t make me feel good as 
a parent,” she said. “You don’t like 
to see that kind of thing for that 

period of time. But if this is the 
way that he learns where his place 
is going to be, then I’m with him 
every step.”

Bussell transformed the front 
seat of his truck into a computer 
room. The extra cab serves as a 
pantry and as storage for his cam-
era and guitar. The shell on his 
truck became his roof and the back 
of the truck became his bed.

Bussell decorated his truck with 
some of his favorite things, he 
said.

“I have these nice $100 Tem-
pur-Pedic pillows, jersey sheets 
and a soft comforter,” he said. “I 
have a vanilla-scented candle back 

there, because vanilla’s a neutraliz-
ing scent.”

Bussell said he showers, shaves 
and brushes his teeth at 24 Hour 
Fitness.

“I’m a neat freak and I’m a big 
hygiene freak,” Bussell said. 

In his tote bag for the gym is 
a Sonicare toothbrush, shampoo, 
soap, razors, Q-tips and towels, he 
said.

Bussell found out that it was 
illegal to live in his truck when a 
Costa Mesa police officer knocked 
on his window early one morning.
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Every night, Aminita Ly, an in-
ternational business major, plugs 
her headset and microphone into  
her laptop, logs on to Skype.com, 
and talks to friends and family 
around the world – without paying 
a penny. 

“My parents and siblings live in 
Africa and I have cousins and friends 
in France, England and Canada,” Ly 
said. “Skype is easy 
to use and very 
convenient.”

Skype is a Web 
site that allows you 
to talk for free to 
anyone, anywhere, 
said Xtine Hanson, 
assistant professor 
of visual commu-
nications, who also 
uses Skype. 

Niklas Ze-
nnstrom and Janus 
Friis, the creators of 
the file-sharing ser-
vice Kazaa, built Skype around the 
same philosophy as Kazaa, said Cal 
State Fullerton assistant professor 
of communications Mark Latone-
ro, who is an expert on social and  
cultural implications of entertain-
ment media and communication 
technologies. According to the Skype  
Web site, the service was develo- 
ped as the first peer-to-peer tele-
phony network that allows vocal 
and visual communication over the 
internet. 

“Kazaa links up people and com-

puters in a global way, harnessing 
that power through [peer-to-peer] 
technology to provide alternative 
ways to communicate,” Latonero 
said. 

Skype does this too, he said. Tra-
ditional telephone service requires 
an intermediary like SBC or AT&T. 
Skype cuts out the intermediary and 
connects people directly. 

Though similar types of software 
are available, Skype is known for its 
stability, Hanson said. 

According to Hanson, voices 
sound like they are in the same room 
while viewing is similar to a video 
camera. 

“It’s cool because most of the 
time you don’t get 
to see your friends 
as often as you 
would want to so  
this would bring 
them here right  
next to you,” Ly 
said.

According to 
the Web site, in  
addition to free 
voice and video 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
over the Internet, 
which will always 
be free, Skype 

offers calls to cell phones and  
landlines in the contiguous U.S. un-
til the end of this year at no charge. 

The mentality around the person-
al computer culture is that “infor-
mation wants to be free,” Latonero 
said. 

He believes what Skype, like Ka-
zaa, is doing, is “creating a situation 
where people could freely use the 
Internet, as in ”free speech,” to com-
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One Student’s Affordable Living

Simple living - Andy Bussell, film major, has lived in the back of his car the past 16 months to save on rent. The self-proclaimed “certification 
whore” has taken 236 credits from his time at junior college and Cal State Fullerton. 

By Julianna criSalli/Daily titan

Living in his car is 
just another adventure 
for one film student

See BuSSell - PaGe 2

SeMeSter in review

No More 
Hate - Jade 
Ross, 23, is a 
spoken-word 
artist who is 
singing from 
passages in 
her journal 
against hate 
and preju-
dice during 
Cal State 
Fullerton’s 
Rally Against 
Hate on Oct. 
4. To see 
more about 
the Rally and 
other top 
stories of the 
semester, see 
pages 4 to 5. 
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From Around 
the World
Sending your voice over 
the internet a cheap and 
easy option for some

Alumnus Rides Waves at Clear Channel
A former Radio-TV-Film 
major is now vice president 
at Clear Channel Corp.
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I have learned a lot 
from him, since he has 
had just about every 
job you can have in 
this business.

– Don Bastida
Airwatch Operations Manager
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“

“

It’s cool because most 
of the time you don’t 
get to see your friends 
as often as you would 
want to so this would 
bring them here right 
next to you.

– Aminita Ly
International Business Major
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printed on the front page. Any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. Corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the Daily Titan. 

Please contact Managing Editor Cindy Tullues at (714) 278-5693 or 
at ctullues@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

BuSSell: livinG in trucK nOt that harD
“He didn’t even say a word before 

he said ‘license and registration,’ ” 
Bussell said. “He didn’t give me a 
real friendly look, but he didn’t say 
a word to me.”

He wrote a ticket, made Bussell 
sign it, and asked him, ‘Why are you 
living in your car?’

“Cause it’s cheaper?” Bussell re-
plied. “I smiled at him and I wanted 
to be nice, but he was having none 
of that. He was just a guy being 
mean to me.”

That day, Bussell went to Joanne’s 
Fabrics and picked out a black, cool 
fabric to make curtains, he said.

“I was going to sew them, but 
there were too many units, too much 
work, and too many other things 
that are just more fun to do,” Bus-
sell said. “So they are mostly safety 
pinned up.”

When Bussell shops for food, he 
buys in small quantities.

“Tonight’s dinner may be yogurt,” 
he said. “So I’ll go to the store and 
get a couple little things of yogurt. I 
eat healthy most of the time because 
I don’t want to be fat.”

Sometimes Bussell doesn’t even 
get around to eating. 

“Not eating bothers me more 

when I’m going about daily life, but 
if I’m out hiking or doing something 
cool, mountaineering or climbing, I 
just don’t need to eat at all,” he said. 
“I think maybe it has to do with 
adrenalin.”

Bussell has been rock climbing 
for 13 years and 
has trained in kick-
boxing, kung fu, 
fencing and gym-
nastics.

“I’m 26 and I’ve 
done pretty much 
everything,” he 
said. “I graduated 
high school when I 
was 15, and at my 
first job, when most 
kids were deliver-
ing papers, I was 
actually a graphic 
artist for a newspaper in Lake Tahoe, 
where I’m from.” 

Jill Bussell said her son is highly 
intelligent, and he is interested in 
trying new things.

“We encouraged that,” she said. 
“You only live once and you have 
to keep trying new things until you 
find the place you want to be.”  

Bussell started college when he 
was 14, but because he was so young, 

his father had to enroll in the classes 
with him.

“So basically, I was forced to go 
to school to learn computers so he 
could,” Don Bussell said.

He thinks his son’s adventure-
some nature is great, but as a par-

ent, he worries. 
Cell phones and 
the Internet make it 
easier, he said.

“If it wasn’t 
for those things, 
I would be really 
worried,” he said. 
“I e-mail him once 
in a while, my wife 
talks to him once or 
twice a day, and I 
talk to him a couple 
times a week. We 
always know what 

is going on in his life and make sure 
that everything’s OK.”

Bussell stayed in community col-
lege for seven years and majored in 
everything. He received a certifica-
tion in massage therapy and worked 
for an ambulance company, he said.

“I did CPR, chest compressions. 
A few people died in my hands,” 
Bussell said. “I’ve seen dead people, 
pushed around dead people, carried 

dead people.”
 After that, Bussell trained as an 

EMT, was an emergency techni-
cian, and worked in a trauma center, 
which he did not care for.

“I didn’t like it because it was 
negative,” he said. “Not because of 
the patients, I was very interested in 
the people, but the nurses had such 
terrible attitudes, and the doctors 
had this giant ego problem. And the 
other techs were insane. It kind of 
killed it for me.”

Overall, Bussell has earned 236 
units, which is more than a lot of his 
teachers, he said.

“I’m a certification whore,” he 
said. “I like to learn things, so it’s not 
so much the piece of paper that I’m 
interested in, it’s the knowledge that 
I get getting there.”

Bussell said it is not likely he will 
slow down anytime soon.

“Some guys might find a nice girl 
at some point, get married, have kids 
and settle down,” he said. “For me, I 
can’t settle down. So I’d have to find 
a girl who is quirky and wants to do 
a bunch of stuff like I do.”

Bussell said this journey is over 
now and he is looking forward to 
getting an apartment and to his next 
life adventure.

(From Page One)

By Dawn MiltOn
For the Daily Titan
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Since its creation almost two years 
ago, Facebook has attracted students 
with ways of staying in touch with 
old friends and making new ones 
and offering an alternative to its In-
ternet networking rival MySpace.

Students at Cal State Fullerton 
have mixed feelings about the pros 
and cons of the respective Web sites.

The Web site was born in Febru-
ary of 2004 when Mark Zuckerberg, 
a Harvard student, wanted to find 
a way so that short-on-time college 
students could keep in contact with 
each other. Before long, Zuckerberg 
mustered up funding and his site 
was off and running on campuses all 

across the country.
Unlike MySpace, users of Face-

book must be students at recognized 
schools, universities, organizations 
or companies to gain membership. 
While some may consider this a pos-
itive aspect of the site, others prefer 
the all-inclusive nature of MySpace.

“MySpace is better,” communica-
tions major Brenda Gonzalez said. 
“If you need to network outside of 
school it allows you to do so.”

Facebook members create a pro-
file of themselves along with their 
interests, hobbies, likes and dislikes, 
as well as given the opportunity to 
upload pictures for those in their 
friends group to see. One draw to 
Facebook is the unlimited capacity 
to upload pictures, as an estimated 
2.3 million new images are uploaded 

daily.
“Facebook is so much better be-

cause you can upload so many pic-
tures,” communications major Ba-
beeta Dhillon said. “MySpace always 
gives you that annoying message of 
reaching your maximum capacity 
for pictures.”

MySpace offers more variety as far 
as profile design, creativity and per-
sonality. Users are able to customize 
their profile to fit their personality 
and interests, though some students 
are annoyed with the technical hic-
cups that overloaded MySpace pages 
bring about.

“Some people’s pages are too 
crazy,” said history major Allan 
Hernandez. “It’s annoying when all 
you want to do is leave someone a 
comment but you can’t because their 

page is taking too long to open with 
all the pictures on their page.”

CSUF student Justin Terrell ex-
plained the privacy-based issues of 
the more popular Web site.

“[MySpace is] cool ’cause I can see 
what’s going on with friends even if 
I can’t hang out with them,” Terrell 
said. “But it’s also annoying because 
anyone can see your profile and re-
quest to be your friend.”

The ability to keep abreast of 
friends and colleagues continues to 
be important to many college stu-
dents.

“It’s the first thing I do when 
I wake up and the last thing I do  
at night,” said communications 
major Lukila Hipa, talking about 
Facebook. “It’s addicting – plus I’m 
nosy.”

Facebook Enables Student Networking 

“

“

I’m a certification 
whore. I like to learn 
things, so it’s not so 
much the piece of 
paper that I’m inter-
ested in.

– Andy Bussell
Film Major

mOnDAY
Special Exam* ACCT 201B     9:30 - 11:20 a.m.
MW at 10 a.m.      noon - 1:50 p.m.
MW at 1 p.m.      2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
MW at 5:30 p.m.      5:00 - 6:50 p.m.
M at 4 p.m.      5:00 - 6:50 p.m.
MW at 8:30 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.
M at 7 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.

TUeSDAY
TR at 7 a.m.      7:00 - 8:50 a.m.
TR at 10 a.m.      9:30 - 11:20 a.m.
TR at 1 p.m.      noon - 1:50 p.m.
Special Exam* MATH 115; 125    2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
TR at 4 p.m.      5 - 6:50 p.m.
T at 4 p.m.      5 - 6:50 p.m.
TR at 7 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.
T at 7 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.

WeDneSDAY
MWF at 8 a.m.; MW, MF or WF at 7 a.m.   7 - 8:50 a.m.
MWF at 9 a.m.; MW, MF, or WF at 8:30 a.m.   9:30 - 11:20 a.m.
MWF at 11 a.m.; F at 11 a.m.    noon - 1:50 p.m.
MW, MF or WF at 2:30 p.m.    2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
MWF, MW, MF or WF at 4 p.m.    5 - 6:50 p.m.
W at 4 p.m.      5 - 6:50 p.m.
MW at 7 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.
W at 7 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.

THURSDAY
Special Exam* ACCT 201A, EGCE 201, EGCE 302  7 - 8:50 a.m.
TR at 8:30 a.m.      9:30 - 11:20 a.m.
TR at 11:30 a.m.      noon - 1:50 p.m.
TR at 2:30 p.m.      2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
TR at 5:30 p.m.      5 - 6:50 p.m.
R at 4 p.m.      5 - 6:50 p.m.
TR at 8:30 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.
R at 7 p.m.      7:30 - 9:20 p.m.

FRiDAY
MWF at 7 a.m.     7:00 - 8:50 a.m.
F at 8 a.m.; MWF, MF or WF at 10 a.m.   9:30 - 11:20 a.m.
MW, MF, or WF at 11:30 a.m.; MWF at noon  noon - 1:50 p.m.
MF or WF at 1 p.m.        2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
F at 2 p.m.      2:30 - 4:20 p.m.
	
ClASSeS meeTing On FRiDAY eveningS, SATURDAYS OR SUnDAYS:
Students taking Friday evening classes will take final examinations at their regu-
lar class times on Friday, Dec. 15. Students taking Saturday or Sunday classes 
will take final examinations at their regular class times on Saturday, Dec. 9 or 
Sunday, Dec. 10.
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On both sides of the Titan walk, 
with a stack of pamphlets or a clip-
board in hand, they’re ready to ap-
proach students who are late for 
class  or rushing to get to their des-
tination. 

They are the solicitors who ap-
proach students, faculty and staff 
and try to get signatures for petitions 
to end abortion, to raise money for 
the homeless or to offer a subscrip-
tion to The Orange County Register, 
among other causes.

Although the word “solicitation” 
comes from an old English root 
word meaning “to disturb,” these so-
licitors aren’t breaking the law. Cal 
State Fullerton allows solicitors to 
interact with students, but not all 
Titans are happy about it.

“It makes me irritated because I 
am trying to get where I am going 

and I am bothered by people who 
are in my way, it’s distracting,” said 
biology major April Salazar. “The 
solicitors are constantly on the Titan 
walk and sometimes I know I have 
to avoid them if I am in a hurry be-
cause they always slow me down.”

The university’s 
policy on solicitors 
states “solicitation 
shall be permitted 
on a campus sub-
ject, however, to a 
reasonable regula-
tion by the campus 
president as to time, 
place and manner.” 

The policy also 
states commercial 
agencies wanting to 
distribute advertis-
ing materials must first receive writ-
ten permission from the vice presi-
dent of administration. 

But not all solicitors are trying to 
force gym passes on students. Some 
have information that can be ben-
eficial. Representatives from campus 
clubs often set up booths to raise 
money for respectable organizations 

or hand out information about up-
coming events on campus.  

“Our sorority does not push reli-
gious views or money scams, some 
people even stop without being 
asked to come donate,” said Victo-
ria Lara, a photo communications 

major and member 
of Sigma Kappa So-
rority. “Our lollipop 
booth raises money 
for Alzheimer re-
search and it raised 
the most money 
out of all our phi-
lanthropy events 
and it was held on 
the Titan Walk.”

Solicitors who 
belong to on-cam-
pus clubs also have 

permission to be on campus in order 
to allow students to approach them, 
as opposed to the individual solici-
tors who might actively seek out stu-
dents.    

“People trying to get you to sign 
up for a newspaper or get you to do-
nate money are the worst and they 
are everywhere,” said Justin Simp-

son, criminal justice major. “Clubs 
or organizations on campus that set 
up booths don’t really bother me.”

Although there are specific rules 
and regulations regarding solicita-
tion, CSUF’s open accessibility to 
the public, allows anyone who might 
want to solicit information to walk 
on campus and begin seeking out 
individuals. 

“On occasion we have had our 
policies ignored by a variety of in-
dividuals including religious zealots, 
anti-abortionists and ballot iniative 
petitioners,” said Esiquio R. Uballe, 
associate dean of student life, in an e-
mail interview.  “Since we are a public 
campus, many assume that they can 
simply come onto campus without 
seeking approval or permission.”  

People, however, do not have to 
acknowledge them.

“The strongest message that I can 
communicate to all is to understand 
that we have every right to say no 
and to walk away,” Uballe said.  “If 
anyone feels they are being harassed 
or witnesses aggressive or harassing 
behavior they should contact the 
university police department.”

municate with each other, rather 
than having to go through a mid-
dle man, which actually involves 
paying for it.” 

Photo communications stu-
dent Juliane Masciana uses  
an upgraded version of Skype  
to call locally and internation-
ally. 

“I have it in my house on two 
different lines,” Masciana said. 
“It’s $10 per month whether you 
call China every day or whether 
you call your next door neighbor 
everyday.”

Nhatran Do, a civil engineer-
ing major at Cal Poly Pomona, 
moved to Southern California 
from Vietnam with her sister and 
her mother. 

They use Skype to talk to Do’s 
brother at least twice a week 
when he calls from Vietnam. She 
also uses Skype to talk to her boy-
friend. 

Sometimes her calls are 
dropped, but the person she is 
talking to calls her right back, she 
said.

“It’s pretty good because 
it’s free,” she said. “Sometimes  
we can talk for two or three 
hours.” 

She said calls to the U.S. from 
Vietnam are only 2 cents per 
minute but calls to Vietnam from 
the U.S. cost up to 41 cents per 
minute.

“I don’t know why,” Do said. 
“I think Skype should make calls 
from the United States to Viet-
nam the same price.”

Latonero said Skype cuts out 
the middleman using peer-to-
peer and allows collaboration 
between people across space, 
time and huge distances instan-
taneously.

“It’s an example of the good 
values of the Internet,” Latonero 
said.
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SKyPe: internatiOnal 
callS Free until 2007
(From Page One)

Solicitors ‘Pushing It’ at CSUF 
Although they’re an 
annoyance, it is legal for 
them to be on campus

Online Service Provides Free Faxes, Emergency Number a Myth
By Karen aMan

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

eFax.com provides Free Faxing 
Without the Use of a Fax machine

Receiving a fax no longer requires 
a fax machine, and at eFax.com, it’s 
free. 

According to owner and operator 
of eFax.com, j2 Global Commu-
nications, it launched its Internet 
fax service “with the goal of using  
the convenience of e-mail and the 

speed of the Internet to make it 
easier for people to send and receive 
faxes.”

The service allows anyone with an 
e-mail account to receive up to 20 
faxes a month.

A first and last name, e-mail ad-
dress, country of residence, phone 
number and zip code must be pro-
vided to acquire the free eFax ser-
vice.

Assistant Professor of Visual 
Communications Xtine Hanson said  
that the free fax service is valuable.

“The fax machine has a certain 
currency attached to it,” Hanson 
said. “That’s a good service to offer 
people, to be able to receive infor-
mation.”

emergency Highway patrol Codes 
Available in Certain States

An e-mail circulating about a fe-
male college student dialing *77 to 
determine whether the red lights 
behind her were coming from an 
unmarked police car or someone im-
personating a police officer contains 

some truth and some falsehood, ac-
cording to Snopes.com, a Web site 
that posts urban legends and sepa-
rates fact from fiction.

The truth is that police officer im-
personators – as well as actual police 
officers in unmarked cars – have as-
saulted women. 

Advice to drive slowly and to pull 
over into a well-lit area when sig-
naled to stop is worth heeding, ac-
cording to Snopes.com.

It is not true that *77 is a univer-
sal number connecting to the high-

way patrol.
Calling *77 connects to the high-

way patrol in Maine and Maryland 
only, according to scambusters.org.

Other states have different  
codes and some states don’t have 
any code at all, according to Snopes.
com.

Shannon Eyre, a liberal studies 
major, pulled to the side of the road 
when a police officer red lighted her 
a few weeks ago.

“You see a cop car and you trust 
that it is a real cop,” Eyre said. “It’s 

hard to decide what to do when they 
[police] are behind you.”

Cal State Fullerton police op-
erations lieutenant Tom Gehrls said 
that he has never heard of *77 or any 
other specific number to call in such 
situations.

If you have any suspicions about 
stopping when signaled to do so, call 
911, Gehrls said. 

Calling 911 will connect you to 
the highway patrol and they will es-
tablish whether the action is legiti-
mate.

“

“

People trying to get 
you to sign up for a 
newspaper or get you 
to donate money are 
the worst and they are 
everywhere. 

– Justin Simpson
Criminal Justice Major
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TITAN EDITORIAL
Providing insight, analysis and perspective since 1960

Always a Titan
Another semester has come 

and gone here at CSUF and 
up here in the newsroom we 
are both happy and sad that 
it’s over. On one hand, we  
are relieved that the stress of 
deadlines, tests, term papers, 
midterms and 
finals are thank-
fully behind us 
– some of us for 
good. 

On another 
hand we are 
saddened – sad-
dened by the 
friends we will 
not see every-
day anymore, 
the classes we didn’t pass and the 
relationships that are inevitably 
coming to an end. Damn, this 
sounds like some gaudy high 
school valedictorian speech.  

Here at CSUF, the end of the 
semester is essentially the end 
of an era for all of us, albeit in 
different ways – for the lucky  

graduates, it is the end of an ed-
ucational career. Others will be 
dropping out and another group 
will, for lack of a better term, dis-
appear off the face of the earth. 
It’s the natural order of things in 
the universe.

But the im-
portant thing 
to remember is 
that while one 
door closes, an-
other opens. Ev-
eryone is headed 
toward a New 
Year and new 
beginning to 
boot. We wish 
you the best in 

yours.
So whether you will be back 

next semester, or not, don’t ever 
forget your days here at Universi-
ty 57 – Remember, once a Titan, 
always a Titan!

It’s something unpredictable 
and in the end it’s right. I hope 
you had the time of your life.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Titan Editorial is solely the opinion of the Daily Titan edito-
rial board and was written after the open debate between board members. 
The editorial board consists of the executive editor, the managing editor, the 
opinion editor, the news editors, the copy chief and other editors upon ap-
pointment of the executive editor.
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In no way do I condone sexual ac-
tivity between a high school teacher 
and their student. With regards to 
sex between teachers and students, 
I wouldn’t condone anything that 
is illegal, such as having sexual rela-
tions with a minor.

But when it comes to the college 
scene, sexual relations between pro-
fessors and studenta do not deserve 
as much scrutiny.

Yes, there is a heavy potential for 
the conflict of interest that arises be-
tween the two parties, but there is 
one major factor that I feel makes 
a relationship between teacher and 
student an OK one at the college 
level. College is optional.

Unlike the steps of education that 
students must go through from kin-
dergarten through high school, col-

lege is a choice. No one has to go or 
is forced to be there. People want to 
attend college.

Students are given that choice, 
because by the time college rolls 
around they are considered adults 
for the most part. 

Add to the mix that outside of 
potential favoritism, there is nothing 
really illegal between two consenting 
adults beginning a relationship.

Would it be wrong if two people 
met outside of campus, only to find 
after conversation that they both 
happened to be at the same school 
– one a student and the other a pro-
fessor? Their initial meeting was not 
in the educational environment, 
and it was only by chance that they 
happened to find themselves in the 
predicament that a student-teacher 
relationship is perceived as.

Most people probably stereotype 
student-teacher relationships to be 
between young, naive girls and their 

older male professors who use their 
position of power as a tool of lever-
age. That is simply not the case. 

Imagine the case where the student 
is older than the professor. Would it 
really look as wrong then? You would 
be lying if you said it looked as bad 
as the previous example.

We are all adults at this level. We 
make our own decisions, and we 
control our own paths for the most 
part regarding our educational ca-
reers. 

While relationships between stu-
dent and teacher should be avoid-
ed, they shouldn’t necessarily be 
frowned upon. It takes two to tango, 
and much of the blame seems to 
always be placed with the professor 
involved.

That’s just unfair. They are people 
too. It’s not as if being a professor 
robs a person of all emotion and 
feeling. They can be attracted to 
people too.

Professionalism should be expect-
ed out of both parties, not just one. 
For most students, school is the sole 
focus of their lives, and with no job, 
professionalism should be applied to 
school.

I feel that if there is truly a genuine 
interest that is developing between 
two people – and if one person is a 
professor, the other a student – then 
it should be allowed to be explored 
just like any normal relationship. We 
have the power to decide whether it 
is right or wrong, and that choice 
shouldn’t be taken away from us.

In the end, our decisions carve 
our paths and we should be able 
maintain our basic right to choose. 

We need to stop coddling people 
and place the responsibility of a de-
cision with the maker of that choice. 
Only then will we grow as people, 
and be able to experience the many 
curves and turns life will throw at 
us. 

By AlvIN ANOl
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

opinion@dailytitan.com

Merry Christmas – crap. Covering 
the front desk at the corporate head-
quarters where I worked last year, 
I greeted each and every employee 
with a cheerful “Merry Christmas” 
greeting. Then, I realized that in the 
corporate world, any mention of 
Christmas is a big no-no. 

So apparently any mention of 
participation in an American tradi-
tion that is tied to Christian roots, 
but mainly secular today, is offensive 
to so many others that it may be 
considered a nine letter word in the 
near future. Now that’s crap.

The U.S. Census Bureau report-
ed a variety of facts regarding the 
holiday season. Get this, 1.9 billion 

Christmas cards are sent to family 
and friends each year. This makes 
Christmas the No. 1 card-sending 
occasion in the United States.

Out of over 300 million people, 
1.9 billion Christmas cards are sent, 
and we are supposed to be afraid of 
saying Merry Christmas?

Now, I’m not insensitive to those 
with non-Christian religious af-
filiations. In recent interviews with 
comparative religion experts, I was 
informed that many Jewish people 
are not offended by being greeted 
with “Merry Christmas” or “Happy 
Hanukkah.” In addition, the con-
cept of Christmas is so secular and 
embedded into American tradition 
that even some atheists partake in 
the festivities.

While there is a deeper meaning 
to many people during this holiday, 

the foundation is applicable to all. 
This joyful season is about showing 
our love for others, for some the love 
of God to our brothers and sisters, 
to others appreciation and genuine 
sentimental feelings. It’s also about 
taking a step back from our often 
self-centered lives to give to others, 
sometimes outside of our means.

I fear that America is so concerned 
with walking on eggshells around 
anyone with views different from 
those expressed through American 
traditions that we lose sight of our 
unique culture.

We are made up of many differ-
ent races, ethnicities, cultural and 
religious backgrounds. Yet, on a few 
special days throughout the year, 
we all stop what we are doing to 
take a day off from work and enjoy 
our own family tradition. There are 

people that do not believe in Christ, 
but who doesn’t believe in family, ex-
pressing love, reveling in joy, giving 
to others and taking time to relax? I 
would venture to say the number is 
very minimal. 

So, this holiday season, if the 
spirit so urges you, do not hesitate to 
joyfully extend a “Merry Christmas,” 
“Happy Hanukkah” or “Happy 
Holidays” greeting. As for me, I wish 
you the happiest of holiday times, all 
the joy in the world and more bless-
ings than you can imagine.

By AmANDA BEckmAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

opinion@dailytitan.com

Everyone is headed 
toward a New  
Year and new  

beginning to boot.

Happy Holidays Everyone

Got it made - Hot for Teacher
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TITANS TALK BACK
“A good newspaper, I suppose, is a nation talking to itself.” - Arthur Miller

 
FAIlIINg ThE EWP TEST

EDITOR:

As a teacher of writing and a 
student of language, I have read 
your series on the EWP with  
interest. Along the way a few ques-
tions have come to mind, and I 
wonder if you had any of the same 
ones.

We learn that something like 
93 percent of “native speakers” 
pass the EWP. Since we encounter  
numerous varieties of native Eng-
lish in our environment, I wonder 
if data are available to account for 
the English varieties spoken among 
the 7percent non-passing popula-
tion.

It is said that 60 percent of non-
native speakers pass. This seems 
to include both immigrant and 

international second language stu-
dents. Members of both subsets 
of the non-passing population are 
anticipating graduation; they have 
successfully passed courses in their 
majors, including, usually, the  
upper division writing requirement. 
How many of these non-pass-
ing students were passed by their  
upper division writing instructors 
and other teachers, while remain-
ing incapable of generating basic 
prose that meets the minimum 
criteria for content, organization 
and grammaticality that constitute 
the EWP rubric (and presumably, 
the style conventions of their dis-
cipline)?

CSUF accepts transfers from 
many institutions, but I wonder 
how many of the non-passing 
groups took their basic writing and 
college writing (English 101 level) 

courses here at CSUF and passed 
classes despite the deficiencies evi-
denced by their eventual perfor-
mance on the EWP.

And specifically, when I read the 
comments that account for differ-
ent discourse practices between 
Chinese and Japanese, for exam-
ple, and English, I think about the 
fact that as students here, it is the 
culture in place here that supplies 
the norms that form the presup-
positions for any examination. Isn’t 
that part of what near-graduates 
would have been learning during 
their four, five, or six years of study 
here?

If an article went into this depth 
with insight, that would really be 
worth reading!

Robert D. Angus
Department of English, Compar-
ative Literature, and Linguistics

Children deserve to live in a 
healthy environment with clean air 
and all of the terrific aspects of life 
we experience today.

People and corporations have be-
come “green” conscious. They are 
hopping on the bandwagon as of 
late, but there is one large environ-
mental issue that despite its media 
coverage does not seem to get the 
attention it deserves – over-fishing. 
It refers to the depletion of ocean 
fish from ocean waters, and catch-
ing them faster than they can repro-
duce.

The forward-thinking Alaska  
Department of Fish and Game is  
on top of regulating commercial 
fishing, and does not hesitate to shut 
down coastal fishing grounds when 
reports show a dip in salmon num-
bers.

A report cited in a recent LA 
Times article showed that 90 per-
cent of large fish, namely tuna, cod 
and swordfish, have been over-fished 
from the oceans. A group of scien-
tists estimate that major seafood 
stocks would reach their end by the 
year 2048.

Additional to over-fishing, fisher-
men’s nets are often cast down to the 
bottom of the ocean in an attempt 
to catch various bottom-dwelling sea 
creatures, which are dragged across 
the ocean floor. The problem is that 
a net cannot distinguish between a 
lobster and a dolphin or any other 
type of fish. Let alone avoid bottom 
dwelling critter’s natural habitats. 
When the nets are brought up, fish 
and other sea creatures from differ-
ent life cycles become entangled, in-
jured, or possibly die from asphyxi-
ation. 

Between 1950 and 1996, the 
United Nations Food and Agricul-
ture Organization reported a 400 
percent increase in the amount of 
ocean fish caught. In addition, 69 
percent of fish species are considered 
completely exploited, or are on the 
decline. For example, the Atlantic 

Cod is one species on the decline as 
well as stocks of high value ground 
fish have dropped 70 percent to 80 
percent in the past two decades.

The Ocean Conservancy con-
ducts research on the ocean’s ecosys-
tem, fishery management, promotes 
legislation against over-fishing, help 
managers to enforce fishing laws 
and pursue legal action to protect 
the fish and the ecosystem that they  
call home. In 1996 the passing and 
implementation of the U. S. Sus-
tainable Fisheries 
Act was one way 
that this organi-
zation has made 
efforts to improve 
fishery practices.

In respect to 
the ocean’s food 
chain, the deple-
tion of fish is said 
to be a contribut-
ing factor to the 
decline in marine 
birds and mam-
mals population that dependent on 
ocean fish.

The livelihood of more than two 
billion people worldwide, including 
millions of Americans, depend on 
the ocean’s fish stock, reported the 
U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy. 
Due to over-fishing, destruction of 

coral reefs, toxic pollution and other 
abuses and misuses of the oceans, 
the lives of this dependent human 
population is in jeopardy. 

So face it, not only are fish an in-
tegral part of the ocean’s ecosystem 
as numerous scientists say, but are 
a healthy part of our diet as well.  
Fishery management currently ac-
cepts over-fishing and often times 
encourage it by “fishing down” pop-
ulations to about half their original 
size.

Fishery manag-
ers and fishermen 
are reluctant to 
observe rational 
fishing regula-
tions, which 
can be detri-
mental to the  
future of our 
world. It is bad 
enough that the 
ocean’s ecosystem 
is being turned 
topsy-turvy, but 

our children may never experience 
the delicious taste of various fish and 
health benefits if over-fishing con-
tinues. 

It’s time to do something about it 
by raising awareness of the problem 
and working with organizations that 
present a solution.

By AmANDA BEckmAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

opinion@dailytitan.com

Fishery management 
currently accepts over-

fishing and often  
times encourage it by 
“fishing down” popu-
lations to about half 
their original size.

Becoming Understocked
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The snow is falling, or well let’s 
be honest, blowing out of snow ma-
chines. The air is crisp and the sun is 
shining. Welcome to a standard day 
in Southern California’s very own 
snow Mecca, Big Bear. 

This destination is only an hour 
and a half to two hours away, de-
pending on how fast you drive. 

Grab your friends, your gear and the 
small fortune you saved up during the 
semester and head up the mountain. 

Just to be on the safe side, flat-
lander, throw some chains in your 
trunk. It’s always good to be pre-
pared for that freak blizzard you’ve 
all been waiting for. 

Big Bear is an ideal get-away dur-
ing both the summer and winter sea-
sons. In the cold and crispy months 
between November and February, 
Big Bear Resorts: Snow Summit and 
Bear Mountain provide the average 
fun-seeker with gear rentals, snow-

board and ski lessons, and a plethora 
of terrain to be shredded. 

After a long day of riding and ski-
ing, stop off at El Jacalito Mexican 
restaurant for some of the best Mexi-
can food in town. 

If you just popped up for a day 
trip you should be good and tired by 
the time you head home, good thing 
home is more accessible than on-
campus thirty minute parking. 

If you’ve tucked away a few extra 
bucks, kick back and relax on the 
mountain for a few days. 

The most affordable option is to 
go in on a vacation rental with some 
buddies. You can probably get away 
with renting a room for less than a 
tank of gas. 

Once you’re burnt out on riding, 
if that’s possible, check out Big Bear’s 
quaint downtown, the Village. 

The Village is filled with friendly 
eateries, little boutiques and even 
smaller movie theaters. 

If you brought your ID, and feel 
like rubbing elbow’s with local bikers, 
stop off at Chad’s Place for a brew. 

Solvang is a Danish community in 
the Santa Ynez Valley approximately 
40 miles west of Santa Barbara. Dur-
ing the month of December, Solvang 
holds its annual winter festival.  

“It’s a festival that brings back 
old Danish traditions of celebrating 
Christmas,”said Tracy Farhad the ex-
ecutive director of the Solvang Visi-
tors Bureau.  

The theme of this year’s Winter Fest is 
“Home for the Holidays…” Celebrat-
ing Family Traditions in Solvang.

 “Solvang is a winter destination 
with a lot to offer,” Farhad said. 

Just three-and-a-half hours away 
by train, travelers can purchase tick-
ets on Amtrak for  as low as $25.  
The trip takes passengers to Santa 
Barbara and a transfer to Solvang  is 
just as bus ride away on one of Am-
trak’s Thruway Buses.

The festival began at the begin-
ning of this month and was started 
with the annual lighting of the 
Christmas tree. The city will also 
host its annual Danish Christmas at 
the Eberhoj Museum, which houses 
works by local Danish artists.

As part of the festival, Solvang 

citizens organize a live Nativity story 
which this year will guest star veteran 
TV actor Efrem Zimbalist Jr. 

Solvang is also home to several an-
tique shops.

Farhad said her favorite place to 
shop is the Royal Copenhagen Shop.

“It is the oldest gift shop in 
Solvang,” she said.

Solvang is best known for its fa-
mous bakeries and restaurants. When 
visitors are done shopping they can 
stop for something warm to eat at 
one of the local eateries and pastry 
shops.  Farhad said that Mortensen’s 
Danish Bakery is popular among 
the locals, and passersby often smell 

Snow Days

Town closes up pretty early on the 
mountain, but if you’re looking for 
low-key entertainment drive back 
to Snow Summit’s Summit House; 
there’s generally something going on 
over there. 

Keep yourself in check though; 
you have to get up early tomorrow 
before the mountain is packed. 

Bring Icy Hot for a day two of 
intense riding, Advil for the knee 
pain you most definitely will be ex-
periencing, sunscreen and lip balm. 
Most of all bring a positive attitude 
and get ready to have fun. 

fresh coffee and freshly baked Dan-
ishes while hearing many of the lo-
cals conversing in Danish.

Those who wish to spend the 
night in Solvang can choose among 
several inns and hotels throughout 
the city. Solvang’s Storybook Inn 
Bed and Breakfast has nine rooms 
based upon themes from the sto-
ries of Hans Christian Anderson.  
Solvang is also the home of the Alisa 
Guest Ranch and Resort, which sits 
on a 10,000 acre private ranch and 
has two 18-hole golf courses.

Solvang also sits in the middle 
of wine country. It was there, and 
in neighboring Santa Ynez that the 

movie “Sideways” was 
filmed. Tours of the lo-
cations where the movie 
was filmed are offered to 
those who are interested.

A Danish Winter 
by robert moran

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

Solvang offers visitors a 
winter season with European flair

Big Bear sun and snow 
beckon So Cal travelers

by rachel douglass
Daily Titan Staff Wrter

news@dailytitan.com

Travel tips and ideas for 
this years winter break

Winter Getaways .. . ... . .
...
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Looking to get away with a small 
budget and a job that won’t give you 
much time off?  For less than $100 
you can get a round trip ticket from 
LAX and in an hour you’ll arrive in 
the city of San Francisco for a great 
weekend escape. Here you can enjoy 
the crisp winter air without the wet 
winter snow. 

Once you’ve booked your flight, 
you’ll need a place to sleep. Hotel 
prices range from around $65  a 
night to upwards of $200. For those 
on a tight budget, sfhostels.com is a 
good resource. They offer three dif-
ferent hostels all centrally located to 
major tourist spots: downtown, the 
city center, and Fisherman’s Wharf. 
Beware of hotels close to the airport 
because they are the farthest from 

main city attractions.
 From the airport there are two 

transportation options: rail or taxi. 
If you are traveling in a large group 
a taxi might work best because the 
fare can be split. However, if you 
are traveling alone or with a friend, 
you’ll want to buy a ticket for the 
BART, Bay Area Rapid Transit. Fares 
are based on distance traveled. The 
cost of your trip can be determined 
by using one of the fare charts lo-
cated at each station.  Then buy your 
tickets at the station vending ma-
chine. Most fares are around $2 to 
get into the city. 

Once you’ve unpacked the possi-
bilities are endless. 

“San Francisco is a great place for 
students to vacation because you 
can get so many student discounts 
every where,” said Mariel Garcia a 
local resident and student.  “All the 
public transportation offers student 

discounts and so do the museums. 
Plus some restaurants offer dis-
counts with your student ID as well. 
If you’re a AAA member there are a 
ton of places that 
will give you good 
rates too,” Garcia 
said. 

To get around 
downtown students 
should use MUNI, 
a bus system that 
runs throughout 
the entire city. Each 
ticket is good for 90 
minutes and will 
only cost $1.50. Be 
sure to plan ahead 
for exact change which is what you’ll 
need to board. The cable cars are a 
fun way to see the city, but they can 
be expensive and extremely crowded 
during a holiday. The cost is $5 each 
way or $11 for an all day pass. Make 

If dressing up as the gingerbread 
man for first graders is intriguing 
or preparing holiday meals for hun-
dreds of needy families seems worth-
while, then a weekend of giving, 
appreciating and charity hopping is 
just around the corner. 

Students looking to do something 
different this season can choose to 
visit a variety of charity events for a 
Christmas weekend getaway.  

And for those who may already 
have everything they want, this is a 
perfect opportunity to give back to 
the community.  

With a myriad of ways to help 
the less fortunate, Cal State Ful-
lerton students are only a few steps 
away from volunteering at what 
VolunteerCenter.org states as one of 
Orange County’s 2,000 non-profit 
organizations.

Start by educating children at the 
“Science of Gingerbread” event on 

Saturday, Dec. 23 at the Discovery 
Science Center in Santa Ana. Teach 
them about the science involved in 
baking these cookies, build ginger-
bread houses or simply read them 
“The Gingerbread Man.” If the soul 
is daring however, the next Ginger-
bread man may be a CSUF Titan. 

“It’s great we’re able to take a fun sub-
ject and turn it into a science concept,” 
said manager of the volunteer program 
at the center, Krystle Lisenby.  

But before sporting the brown 
buttoned, red-nosed costume, why 
not grab a friend and serve Christ-
mas dinner to families early Friday, 
Dec. 22 in Costa Mesa?  Then head 
back to Anaheim to pack toys, bas-
kets of goodies and assist families in 
choosing gifts for their loved ones at 
a Salvation Army location.

Ellie Weaver is the Administrative 
Coordinator for the Someone Cares 
Soup Kitchen in Costa Mesa. Last 
year alone, Weaver said, the organi-
zation hosted 500 needy individuals 
to a holiday dinner and is expecting 
a similar turnout again.   

“I love it,” Weaver said. “I came 
from a corporate office [environ-
ment],” meaning she wasn’t impressed 
with the soup kitchen’s office. But she 
said, “The experience and success is 
why I stay. I love the kids.” 

Help host a holiday party and pro-
mote a sense of unity amongst low-
income families of Orange County. 
The cities of Westminster and Gar-
den Grove offer a variety of such 
opportunities on Friday. Help lead 
fun activities and be sure to dress in 
festive gear.

“It’s a social responsibility for peo-
ple with more to give back,” CSUF 
senior Massimo Marini said. Marini 
is the project director for the Hunger 
Coalition at the Volunteer and Ser-
vice Center on campus.  

When asked about why he vol-
unteers, Marini said, “Maybe if only 
a small percentage take that away, I 
still feel it’s successful.”

Students can also make it a family 
event at the St. Vincent De Paul In-
stitute in Santa Ana where the mini-
mum age to volunteer is only nine. 

Holiday in the City

Volunteer Vacation
Bring younger siblings to pass out 
food and toys to families participat-
ing in the Adopt-a-Family program 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. on Saturday.  

Veterans First, an organization 
that provides for homeless and dis-
abled veterans, will serve Christmas 
dinner that evening as well. Volun-
teers get a free Santa hat.

On the afternoon of Dec. 24, vol-
unteers have the chance to decorate 
and set up for the Christmas Toy 
Giveaway in Fountain Valley for the 
Path of Hope Foundation. This agen-
cy also provides clothing and food for 
the homeless all year round.

Then wrap up the weekend on 
Christmas evening by serving com-
plete dinners to homeless individu-
als at the Orangethorpe Christian 
Church in Fullerton.

Choose a few or enjoy the entire 
list of charity hopping ideas and for a 
complete list of events, log onto vol-
unteercenter.org. All events require 
prior registration, so call the agency 
or fill out an application online.  

sure that you plan for standing in 
line because the wait to ride one can 
be over an hour. 

Chinatown is a great place to go 
to buy cheap sou-
venirs for friends 
and get some af-
fordable authentic 
Chinese food and 
it’s a main stop on 
the MUNI. To see 
an amazing view of 
the city go to the 
top of the AT&T 
building, there is 
a beautiful cock-
tail lounge and 
amazing views of 

the golden gate bridge, most impor-
tantly it’s free. For shopping, Union 
Square is the place to be, but if you 
are more eclectic visit Haight and 
Ashbury. It’s a great hobo-chic part 
of town where the hippy lifestyle 

lives on. Visitors will find intimate 
coffee shops and wonderful vegetar-
ian cuisine. 

At night take the Golden Gate 
Bridge across the bay and pull off on 
the first ramp off to your right to get 
a gorgeous view of the historic bridge 
lit up in all her glory; plus the wind 
makes for great super model pictures 
–ladies. If you want something ro-
mantic that will impress any date, 
go to Foreign Cinema, a restaurant 
that serves up fire-lit ambience, a 
delicious gourmet meal and nightly 
art films. There are also several mu-
seums to choose from such as the 
San Francisco Museum of Modern 
Art or the famous science museum 
which resides in Golden Gate Park. 

Guests to this amazing city will 
find no lack of entertainment, 
food, art and nightlife. Your only 
regret will be that you could not 
stay longer.

A weekend tour of charity work can be the best way to end the season of giving
by urmi rahman

For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

by erika dresser
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Winter escapes may not always lead out of the city. San 
Francisco’s urban offerings can make for a wondeful winter breakTravel tips and ideas for 

this years winter break

Winter Getaways 
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San Francisco is a 
great place for students 
to vacation because you 
can get so many student 
discounts every where

– Mariel Garcia
Student



A recent poll conducted by the 
Daily Titan of Cal State Fullerton 
students a recent poll revealed that 
unprotected sex is still prevalent 
among the student body.

Of the 519 students that respond-
ed to the 14-question survey that 
asked students about many aspects 
of their sex lives, only 34 percent re-
sponded to never having unprotected 
sex. A little more than half of the stu-
dents who responded were male, and 
the average age of those responding 
were from the ages 20-25.

Twenty-six percent admitted to 
having unprotected sex at least once 
a week, with 19 percent admitting to 
having unprotected sex at least once 
a month.

The survey called the “sex sur-
vey” also asked about the amount of 
sexual activity a given person would 
admit to. Almost half – 45 percent of 
the respondents – admitted to engag-
ing in some form of sexual activity 
on a weekly basis, with only 11 per-
cent claiming they did not engage in 
sexual activity.

Of those polled, 45 percent admit-
ted to a low level of sexual promiscu-
ity, responding that they had only 
one to three sexual partners in their 
lifetime. Twenty-three percent said 
that they had more than eight sexual 
partners, while 11 percent said they 
were yet to have sexual intercourse. 

Masturbation was a touchy topic 
that 73 percent of those polled ad-
mitted to. Twenty-seven percent of 
the students said that self-pleasure 
was not something they took part 
in. 

According to the students polled, 
oral sex is still a way to retain your 
virginity, as 70 percent responded to 
saying performing oral sex did not 
mean a loss of one’s virginity.

And apparently it’s OK to kiss 

your partner on the mouth after a 
session of oral sex, the majority of 
students, 59 percent, said.

While oral sex might be okay, anal 
sex remained largely unpopular with 
students. Sixty-eight percent said that 
they have never engaged in anal sex.

And no one is ready to go to jail 
apparently. Seventy-seven percent 
of those polled said that if over the 
age of 18, they would not have sex 
with a minor. 13 percent admitted 
to already taking the bait, while 10 
percent plainly admitted that they 
would have sex with a minor, despite 
any legal consequences.

Luckily, the students responded 
that most are monogamous, with 70 
percent of the students saying that 
they had never cheated on their part-
ner. 17 percent admitted to having 
cheated on their partner at least one 
to three times. 13 percent admitted 
to cheating on their partner multiple 
times. 

But don’t look to bring any foreign 
objects into the bedroom any time 
soon if you are with a CSUF student. 
Fifty-five percent of the students said 
that they do not use sex toys in their 
life.

The topic of favorite sexual posi-
tion drew the most parity. Of the 
four options listed for favorite sexual 
position, “Other” and “Doggy Style” 
drew the majority at 26 percent 
apiece. The missionary position came 
in third at 25 percent, while “Girl 
On Top” received only 23 percent of 
the vote.

And as for the amount of sexual 
activity taking place on campus 
– well, just be glad you don’t have 
to worry too much about where you 
are sitting or eating. Not counting 
the residence halls, 78 percent of the 
students responded to not having sex 
anywhere on campus.

According to studies, half of the people in 
the world will contract a sexually transmitted 
disease in their lifetime and over 65 million 
people are infected with a viral STD in the U.S. 
This year alone, there will be 15 million new 
cases of STD infections.

These recent statistics from The American 
Social Health Association show just how many 
people are putting their lives, and the lives of 
others, at risk.

“I think many college students un-
derestimate the scope of the STD prob-
lem within the college-age population”  
said Mary Hermann, director of Health 
Education and Promotion at the Cal 
State Fullerton Student Health and  
Counseling Center in an e-mail interview. 
“One out of two people will have an STD by 
the age of 25.” 

According to a SmarterSex.org survey, 62 
percent of college students think they can tell 
if a person has an STD simply by physical ap-
pearance, even though the two most common 
STDs, chlamydia and HPV do not exhibit no-
ticeable symptoms.  

“Many students think getting an STD won’t 
happen to them, or that if they don’t have 
symptoms it means they don’t have one,” Her-
mann said.

Stephanie Kight, senior vice president of 
Community Affairs for Planned Parenthood 
Orange and San Bernardino counties, said 
during a phone interview that a lack of basic 
knowledge of sexual health can prove to be det-
rimental.

“In talking and doing health fairs, I come 
across so many college students who are gener-
ally uninformed,” Kight said. “Sure, they know 
they should use a condom, but most just see it 
as a means of pregnancy prevention, not STD 
protection.”

And as Hermann said, just because students 
do not see the symptoms does not mean they 
are not at risk

“Many people understand the technicalities 
of STDs,” Kight said. “But they don’t under-
stand that they can get them as well.”

STDs can affect anyone no matter what age, 
race, income level or gender. If someone is ex-
changing fluids with another person, including 

kissing, then the risk is 
present.

So, in a world where 
roughly half of the popu-
lation has an STD, how 
can students avoid con-
tracting one? 

“The only 100 percent 
effective way to prevent 
STDs is abstinence,” 
Hermann said.  “How-
ever, the proper use of a 
male or female condom is 
also highly effective.”

Although female contraception – the birth 
control pill – does prevent pregnancy, it does 
not prevent the contraction of STDs. 

“It is so important that if a female is sexually 
active, she should be on the Pill to prevent an 
unwanted pregnancy,” Kight said. “But I always 
recommend that a condom is used in conjunc-
tion with the pill to prevent STDs.”

And on the CSUF campus, condoms are ex-
tremely easy to get and cheap. The Health Cen-
ter sells five condoms for 50 cents.

Although the most common way of contract-
ing an STD is through sexual intercourse, it is 
not the only way. The alternative to intercourse 
is oral sex, but oral sex is quickly becoming just 
as dangerous as intercourse.

“Some say, ‘We just had oral sex.’ Well guess 
what,” Kight said. “There’s fluid exchange there 
too.”

In recent years, Kight said there have been 
cases where people have contracted chlamydia 
in their throat from participating in oral sex.

“A lot of people don’t think about the risks of 
anal and oral sex,” Kight said. “There is a high 
risk of infection there as well.”

Some of the STDs that can be contracted 
through oral sex are chlamydia, gonorrhea, 
syphilis and, in rare cases, genital warts. These 
infections spread to the throat and mouth, cre-
ating the same symptoms in that area as they 
would if they had infected the genitals.

And in extremely rare cases, HIV can be 
transmitted from cuts in the mouth or small 
abrasions.

Kight recommends that if you are going to 
participate in oral sex, use a dental dam, which 
is a small piece of latex that is spread across the 
genital area and creates a barrier between the 
mouth and the genitals.

In addition to using protection for both 
sexual intercourse and oral sex, Kight and Her-
mann recommend getting screened on a regu-
lar basis for STDs. 

The Health Center offers exams at no cost, 
but with a fee for lab work and any prescribed 
drugs. According to Hermann, most prescrip-
tions range from $3 to $60.

On the CSUF campus, there are resources 
that are available to increase student knowledge 
of sexual health. 

At the Health Center, reproductive 
health seminars are offered twice weekly to 
educate men and women about the vari-
ous methods of contraception available,  
as well as discuss the importance of the gyne-
cological exam and Pap test. STDs are also cov-
ered with a focus on prevention.  The Health 
Center also offers the pill and barrier contra-
ceptive options.

And if your finances are an issue, there is still 
an option. Hermann said that the Health Cen-
ter offers Family PACT, a Medi-Cal program 
which provides free contraception, STD testing 
and pap exams to qualified students.  

Another important aspect of protection: 
communication.

“It’s important for partners to com-
municate honestly with each other about 
their sexual history,” said Hermann. “It’s im-
portant to disclose your STD status so the 
potential partner can make a safe and healthy 
decision about protection.”
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Some Sexy Questions
Sex survey reveals 66 percent of Cal State  
Fullerton students have unprotected sex

by alvin anol and maggie hauser
Daily Titan Staff Writers

news@dailytitan.com

Sexual Health 101
Getting tested regularily helps 
prevent and detect STDs

by michelle ascencio
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

Cheated on a partner at least 
once 
 	 13	percent

Cheated on a parter at least 
seven times
  6	percent

More than eight sexual  
partners
 	 23	percent

Never had unprotected sex
  34	percent

Engage in sexual activity every 
few months
  14	percent

Source: Daily Titan reporters
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Numbers
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Though developed to battle incontinence,  
Kegel exercises can improve sexual function

by nancy mora
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

An ‘Unmentionable’ Sexy Exercise

Body Talk is a weekly column featuring a variety of writers discussing dating and sexual issues

While I will never be able to 
claim that I fully understand 
women, I have in my short ex-
istence on Earth figured out a 
couple of things about the sly-
est of the sexes. Women have the 
cunning ability to say one thing 
and mean something completely 
different. 

When a woman asks you 
if you think another wom-
an is pretty, the correct an-
swer is not yes, but rather you  
are supposed to make fun of 
something about the other 
woman to boost your woman’s 
self-esteem. 

When asked if her Friday- 
night clothes make her look fat 
the correct answer is not “Your 
fat makes you look fat,” but 
rather that she always looks per-
fect.

These are the games that 
women play that are not what 
they appear to be at face value. 

One code that I have deci-
phered over the years is the re-
sponses women give when asked 
the question on what they look 
for in a man. The responses are 
usually: tall, good job and a 
sense of humor.

A sense of humor has never 
landed a man a woman unless 
sense of humor’s sidekick is good 
looking or rich are present.

Good job is one code I have 

broken. The literal definition of 
“good-job” for women is “makes 
a lot of money.” For me a good 
job is one that I am happy with 
and provides a certain level of 
personal gratification. Not one 
that affords jewelry, European 
cars and pampering spa trips. 
Another one is “he dances good”  
that means he’s good in bed.

The other code I have broken 
is “tall.” A subjective term. Do 
you mean taller than you? Most 
women mean over 6 feet when 
they are referring to tall. Many 
women claim that the reason 
they want a tall man is because 
it makes them feel safe. 

Well, height doesn’t guarantee 
your safety ladies. You would say 
that you want a big, strong man 
if that’s what you were worried 
about. Instead when you say that 
you want a tall man you are say-
ing – in code – that you want a 
man large in the pants.  

Let me explain before you 
deny the fact that a man has 
actually figured out your selfish 
desires. A tall man is guaran-
teed to have the package that 
you are looking for. Let’s face it, 
everything is in proportion. A  
tall man has large hands, feet, 
and everything else. It’s math, 
it’s proportions. You know what 
you are talking about ladies 
– you just do so in code.

BY	BEN	WEINER
Daily Titan Copy Editor What She Means

Three times a week, 30 to 40 
minutes a day.

It’s the exercise mantra that 
many believe will improve 
their health, and it’s the mini-
mum number that doctors and  
nutritionists hope all individuals are 
committing to within their hectic 
schedules.

Bicep curls can tone any arms and 
for lower body, lunges strengthen 
our thighs and define our buttocks.

However, there is an exercise that 
many don’t include in their workout 
routine.

After going down our list of 
workouts, kegel exercises are rarely 
marked off, if they’re even includ-
ed.

When someone mentions kegel 
exercises or just kegels, an unspoken 
shush fills the room as if an abomi-
nation was blurted out in the con-
fession room.

But this semipopular exercise, 
which can be practiced by both men 
and women, improves other bodily 
functions besides increasing sexual 
stimulation.

According to www.nlm.nih.gov, a 
medical encyclopedia, kegel exercis-
es were originally developed by Ar-
nold Kegel in 1948. It was used as a 
method of controlling incontinence 
in women following childbirth.

These exercises are now recom-
mended for women with urinary 
stress incontinence, some men who 
have urinary incontinence after 
prostate surgery, and people who 
have fecal incontinence.

But more people are practicing ke-
gel exercising, or kegelling as it is also  
called, to increase sexual stimula-

tion by increasing blood 
flow to the genital area.

Barnaby B. Barratt, 
President of the Ameri-
can Association of Sex 
Educators, Counselors 
and Therapists, sug-
gested that men and 
women perform the 
exercises to strengthen 
and tone muscles around 
the pelvic area.

For men, kegel exercises 
can improve their sexual perfor-
mance by gaining control over the 
timing of their ejaculations.

The increased pelvic muscular 
control aids in erection mainte-
nance, said Brieana roumeliotis, a 
health educator at Cal State Fuller-
ton.

During the aging process, keg-
els also prevent incontinence, as-
sist with bladder control and other 
problems associated with aging.

In women, kegel exercises 
strengthen and tone the muscles of 
the vaginal canal and can improve 
their capacity to orgasm.

Kegels are also essential to the 
treatment of sexual difficulties such 
as vaginismus and dyspareunia 
– pain during vaginal intercourse 
– according to Barratt.

Kegelling also benefits wom-
en during childbirth, accord-
ing to childbirth.org. Con-
ditioned pelvic muscles will  
make birth easier and there can be 
fewer tears and episiotomies – sur-
gical cuts in the area between the 
vagina and anus.

Kegelling requires step-by-step 
diagrams on how to use those pubo 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
coccygeus, or “PC,” muscles that 
some can not seem to locate, and if 
needed, some equipment as well.

According to Barratt, women and 
men should go to the bathroom and 
sit on the toilet. In the middle of 
urination, you should stop and start 
several times; the muscles used to 
stop the stream of urine are the PC 
muscles.

After finding the muscles, kegels 
can be done on an empty bladder 
by squeezing the PC muscles for a 
count of three seconds, then letting 
them relax. Beginners should see 
how many times they can do this 
before the muscles feel tired.

Sets of 30 or more strong squeez-
es are enough for most purposes, 
and can be maintained by doing 
three sets four times a week, accord-
ing to Barratt.

If it is still hard to find the mus-
cle, kegel equipment may also be 
purchased. Kegelmasters can be pur-
chased online but may come with 
some risks. Only a few are actually 
Food and Drug Administration ap-
proved and can cost about $100.

Body Talk

An International Affair - Thanksgiving may signify the beginnings of the holidays in the states, but the crackdown on 
airport security in early October was the first phase of the season in the UK. I have been on numerous international flights since my initial arrival at 
Heathrow, but my most recent trip to Florence was by far the most off-putting international crossing. In Florence I was asked my intentions as to my 
stay, the purpose for taking a holiday and what was learned at the close of the trip. My bags were not only searched but ransacked. The young man I 
was traveling with had to throw away his cologne because it smelled “suspicious.” Apparently Italians don’t enjoy the musky scent of Dior’s Fahrenheit. 
I can’t wait to see my family, but I am not sure if holiday traveling is worth the trouble. If I have to walk through the metal detector more than twice I 
will just walk back to Wales.  

Read Laura Burrow’s complete blog online at www.dailytitan.com

read It Online

www.dailytitan.com



4 December 11-14, 2006Stories of the Semester

SemeSter
StorieS of the

Trial Continues for Mechanical Engineering Student
The story of Gideon Walter 

Omondi shocked many students, as 
one of the darkest incidents in Cal 
State Fullerton’s’ 49 year history.  
Omondi, a 35-year-old engineering 
major from Kenya, turned himself 
into Fullerton Police Department 
on at 9:30 p.m. on Sept. 10, al-
legedly telling authorities he had 
drowned his son, Richard, earlier in 
the evening. 

Fullerton Police Lieutenant John 
Petropulos explained the chain of 
events that led to the arrest and ar-
raignment of the CSUF student.  
“He came into the front desk [of 
the Police Department] at 9:30 … 
and told the desk officer that he had 
killed his son,” Petropulos said. “He 

just came in a matter-of-fact tone 
and told the officer what he had 
done - we don’t usually get that.”

Officers dispatched to Omondi’s 
Fullerton apartment found the 
youngster’s lifeless body tucked into 
his bed. 

In custody, Omondi has made sev-
eral court appearances, most recently 
Nov. 17, when he pleaded “Not 
Guilty” to charges of first-degree 
murder. 

Students and faculty who knew 
Omondi were stunned upon hearing 
the news of what had occurred.

“[Engineering] is a lot of stress 
and pressure, but he must’ve had 
some other pressure coming from 
other places,” said Pasha Abousaeedi, 

an electrical engineering major. “He 
probably just came to a breaking 
point. I’m just shocked.”

Equally dismayed was 
Omondi’s teacher, mechani-
cal engineering professor Jesa  
Kreiner.

“[Omondi’s arrest] came to me as 
a shock because I knew he adored 
and worshipped his son,” Kreiner 
said. “He talked about his son with 
so much pride and so much joy.”

Omondi, current-
ly in captivity at the  
Orange County Jail, is set to for trial on  
first-degree murder charges in March 
of 2007.

By Adam Levy, and Laura Lujan  

Audit Pushes 
for fiscal  
responsibility

An audit report released in Oc-
tober 2006 revealed evidence of fi-
nancial mismanagement and prefer-
ential treatment by administrators at 
Cal State Fullerton campus that had 
gone on for several years 

The auditors also found that “the 
workplace environment within the 
Business and Financial Affairs de-
partment did not support and en-
courage employees to freely report 
waste, fraud, abuse of authority or  
violation of law without fear of retali-
ation.”

The former CFO of the university, 
Sherri Newcomb, was determined to 
have been responsible for most of the 
financial mishandling, including not 
providing budget statements to the 
necessary departments and improp-
erly documenting or not document-
ing the transferring of funds between 
university bank accounts.

Keiko Takahashi, former direc-
tor of Business and Financial Af-
fairs, and her husband, Chuck Ken-
sicki, former director of Enterprise  
Computing, reportedly created a 
conflict of interest when the au-
dit found that Takahashi spent 
more than $100,000 in university 
funds to buy and maintain soft-
ware created by a company affiliated 
with a corporation Kensicki had  
retired from but still owned stock 
in.

The audit report shows that with-
in a month of admitting to impro-
prieties, Kensicki was fired and that 
Takahashi later resigned.

According to CSUF President 
Milton Gordon, 31 of the 55 recom-
mendations made by the CSU Board 
of Trustees have been addressed, and 
the Academic Senate has approved 
a motion to improve the budgetary 
process and to increase transparency 
in the finance department of the 
university.

By  Maggie Hauser

Alleged hate Crime Perpetrator Awaits trial
On July 17, 2006, Cal State Ful-

lerton student Gaston Alejandro 
Gastelum was allegedly involved in 
a hate crime when he attacked a fel-
low CSUF student and her friend. 
Gastelum, 21, reportedly attacked 
the women after he called them  
“dykes” and told one of the women 
that she “looked like his younger 
brother.”

At his arraignment on Oct. 10, 
2006, Gastelum sat in the back of 
the courtroom in sunglasses before 
he entered a plea of “not guilty” 
through his attorney.

Gastelum faces charges in-
cluding one felony count of  
committing a hate crime and  
two misdemeanor counts of  
battery. 

If convicted on all three counts, 
he could face three years in state 
prison.

According to Orange County 
District Attorney Scott Steiner, Gas-
telum’s trial is set to begin Dec. 18, 
2006.

Eric Felix, president of the 
Delta Chi fraternity chapter at 
CSUF, said in a phone interview 

that Gastelum has been dismissed 
from the organization. In a press 
release, Karl Grindel, assistant ex-
ecutive director for Delta Chi, 
said that the fraternity is currently  
reviewing Gastelum’s al-
leged behavior and actions, 
and that the group “does not  
condone or tolerate physically abu-
sive behavior, assault, or sexual ha-
rassment in any form.”

Gastelum declined to be inter-
viewed by The Daily Titan.

By Maggie Hauser

CSUF student Gaston Alejandro Gastelum, right, and his lawyer Ted Cromwell 
attend his arraignment at Superior Court of California County of Orange, 
North Justice Center in Fullerton on Tuesday October 10, 2006.  
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Gideon Walter Omondi sits in a holding cell in the North County 
Justice Center in Fullerton for his arraignment hearing.
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Cal State Fullerton’s Women’s 
Soccer team kicked off the year on 
a positive note by winning 4-0 in 
one of the first games of the season 
against the University of Idaho Van-
dals.

After starting off on the right foot, 
the Titans faced their first loss of the 
season in early September. 

The trip to San Diego ended up 
in a double over time, 2-1 loss to the 
University of San Diego. 

“Our biggest weakness is lack of 
experience,” said Head Coach Ali 
Khosroshahin. “But each week you 
see the team doing a lot of growing 
up.”

An eight-match, month long road 
trip for the Titans came to end in 
September when eight games were 
played in six different cities in 24 
days. 

Their luck at home was not as 
good as their luck on the road. 

Their loss to UC Santa Barbara 
on Oct. 13 was their worse loss of 
the season, losing 4-1 on their home 
field. 

“We get all the opportunities in 
the world,” said junior forward Bri-
anna Buffington. 

“But it’s those missed opportuni-
ties that we have that we can build 
on.”

On Nov. 5, the Titans were called 
to accept their trophy for winning 

the Big West Conference Tourna-
ment.

Next would be the NCAA tour-
nament for the Titans, where  
they fought hard in a 3-1 loss to 
their nationally ranked opponents, 
UCLA. 

All in all, the Titans ended the 
season with a respectable 12-8-2 re-
cord.

By Sheena Desai

Cal State Fullerton students 
gathered together in the quad on 
Oct. 4 to rally against hate and 
prejudice.A coalition that included 
ASI, the Inter-Fraternity Council 
and 15 student clubs organized the 
event in a relatively short amount 
of time in response to an alleged 
hate crime involving CSUF stu-
dents.

The rally featured spoken-word 
artists and a diversity training con-

ducted by the Orange County 
Human Relations, an organiza-
tion committed to combating hate 
crimes. The event also allowed peo-
ple from the audience to voice their 
experiences with hate and bigotry.  
The rally was sparked from 
an alleged hate crime on Aug. 
9 when a CSUF student 
allegedly attacked two young 
women for looking like  
lesbians, according to police reports.

When member of CSUF’s Les-
bian Gay Bisexual Alliance heard 
of the attack they met with Associ-
ated Students Inc. to create aware-
ness for hate crimes on campus. 

The organizers felt that the event 
was a complete success to the point 
that ASI President Heather Wil-
liams said they plan to hold it an-
nually.

By Paolo Andres
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Students Combat Hate at Rally

University 
Loses Beloved 
Professor

CSUF Women’s Soccer 
Has a Rocky Semester

OC Home to the Homeless Women’s Volleyball ‘Kills’
The Women’s Volleyball team had 

a renaissance season of both team and 
personal achievements. The Titans 
posted a strong 17-12 record while 
two players, Brittany Moore and 
Brenna Trudeau, claimed the honors 
of Big West Player of the Week. 

Another commendation went 
to freshman Deven Bukoski, who 
earned all-freshman first team hon-
ors after leading all Big West fresh-
men in scoring.

“We have a lot to be proud of 
this year,” said Head Coach Caro-
lyn Zimmerman. “But we have  

high expectations for next year also.”
Moore was also selected as a Big 

West first team all-conference  player 
and said she intends on retaining the 
honor for 2007 as well. 

“I think the team should shoot for 
20-plus wins next season and take 
care of the teams we should beat,” 
Moore said.

The standout set clear and defined 
milestones for the squad heading 
into 2007.

Compiled by Adam Levy and 
James Thompson.

Between 2.5 million and 3.5 million Ameri-
cans are homeless. Orange County hosts the 
third largest homeless population in the U.S., 
according to a 2005 Weingart study, a non-par-
tisan homelessness research group. 

Throughout last year, approximately 34,000 
homeless persons lived in Orange County, 70 per-
cent of which are families, according to the study.

The stories of Carol Zoller and The Apache, 
who are both homeless in Orange County, de-
picted the circumstances that often send a fam-
ily or an individual to the streets.

Zoller and her four children have lived home-
less for four years. When Zoller’s grandmother 
died, her life took a drastic turn. The next 

two years were spent walking the streets with 
her children and staying at motels or friends’ 
houses before ending up at a shelter, where she 
currently resides.  

Homelessness for The Apache, a nickname, 
began as a choice. As a youth, he wanted to “see 
something,” so he hitchhiked across the U.S. 
for two years. Today, alcoholism and stints in 
jail have kept him “in the cycle,” said Nathan 
Bates, coordinator at the Orange County Res-
cue Mission’s Santa Ana kitchen. 

Bates said that in many cases, homelessness is 
only a paycheck or an unfortunate event away.

By Sean McCormick and Joey T. English

Richard Wiseman, a Cal State 
Fullerton speech communica-
tion professor, died on Nov. 23 
from complications due to a 
liver ailment at the age of 54.  
Wiseman was on medical leave for 
the past semester but faculty and 
students were stunned at the sud-
den death of their colleague over the 
Thanksgiving break. 

Wiseman, on average, published 
at least two or three conference  
papers each year. Wiseman was 
awarded more than 25 grants to  
support various research projects. In 
2002, with over 24 years of experi-
ence in the communication field, he 
published nine books and wrote 58 
journal articles or book chapters.  

Wiseman was also the recipient 
of many scholastic awards includ-
ing the university’s Outstanding 
Professor Award, the highest honor 
given to a faculty member and the  
Wang Family Excellence Award.

Many of his colleagues and stu-
dents said that the loss will be  
felt by the whole academic  
community. 

By Paolo Andres

Grace Tuan shares her story of when she was being “pushed around” at a mall because her of her apparent sexual 
preferrence, standing beside her for moral support is fellow LGBA member Natasha Negrete, Oct 4th in the quad.   

Photo BY SUZANNe SULLiVAN/Daily titan

Massimo Marini, CSUF senior communications major 
and project director for the homeless coalition, stands on 
a table in the Titan walk to help raise awareness of the 
homelessness in Orange County. 

Photo BY DAViD oSBorNe/Daily titan

Titan Women’s Soccer team members 
raise up the Big West Conference 
Tournament trophy. This season was 
full of ups and downs for the team, 
which closed out the season with a 
12-8-2 record.

Daily titan
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(From Page 14)
cool guy. I’m not huge. I’m not out 
in the wild. 
     I am just a mascot, but you know, 
I am who I am.

Daily Titan: Are you ever barred 
from entry into a function due to 
their strict and narrow dress code 
policy?

Tuffy: You know what? Every-
body knows who I am and they all 
know my style. I pretty much get to 
wear my basketball uniform every-
where that I go. 
I don’t ever have 
a problem with 
a dress code pol-
icy except some-
times when I go 
to the clubs.

Daily Titan: 
Did you ever 
sneak into a 
movie after the 
one that you 
paid for is over?

Tuffy: I have 
been tempted 
because Tuffy 
loves to sit and eat peanuts and 
watch the movies but I haven’t ever 
actually done it because I may act 
like a big cool guy but I’m really a 
scaredy cat who doesn’t want to get 
in trouble.

Daily Titan: Comedy, horror, 
chick-flick or musicals, which are 
your favorites?

Tuffy: Well definitely since I am 
a cool guy I like to watch the action 
movies, but because I am all that 
with the ladies I like a good chick 
flick now and then. 

Sometimes secretly I like to watch 
good musicals. 

Daily Titan: Does it bother you 
that Bush’s tax cuts only benefited 
the top one percent of college mas-
cots?

Tuffy: I could see how the tax cuts 
could affect some elephants, howev-
er, I am all for the repealing of the 
estate tax because I don’t like to pay 
taxes on my home. I am only a poor 

elephant.
Daily Titan: Do you find AFLAC 

ads just as annoying as people do?
Tuffy: Yes I do. I don’t want to talk 

bad about any of my fellow animals, 
but maybe the duck could look for 
a new job.

Daily Titan: Do you eat albacore 
instead of tuna because of a dolphin 
friendly policy?

Tuffy: Yeah well, Tuffy is actually 
a big animal rights activist, but as a 
vegetarian I do not eat any tuna at 
all, no fish, no meat, only legumes 
and beans.

D a i l y 
Titan: Is 
Carrot Top 
your favorite 
comic?

Tuffy: Ev-
eryone may 
think that 
because of 
the fact that I 
am a vegetar-
ian, however 
Carrot Top is 
questionable.

Daily Ti-
tan: Do you 

do that “raise the roof” hand ges-
ture?

Tuffy: Yeah, Tuffy likes to get 
down with his bad self every once in 
a while, you know, “raise the roof.”

Daily Titan: How much pe-
ripheral vision do you have? Have 
you ever stepped on a yard tool-or 
worse?

Tuffy: I have never actually 
stepped on a yard tool but there have 
been a few instances at games when I 
can’t see the stairs or people who are 
standing by next to me saying “Hi.” 

Little kids are always waving and 
standing beside me where I can’t see 
them. 

I look like a mean elephant but if 
I don’t respond it is really because I 
can’t see them.

Daily Titan: Do you have to juice 
to get that size?

Tuffy: No, it’s just in my genes to 
be big and tough. I don’t condone 
the use of illegal drugs. 

TUFFY: GETTING UP CLOSE

“

“

Yeah, Tuffy likes to get 
down with his bad self 
once in a while, you 
know, “raise the roof.”

– Tuffy the titan
CSUF Mascot

Titan Athletes Pitch in for the Holidays
They show no mercy on the play-

ing field. But off the court many Cal 
State Fullerton athletes are proving 
that they have hearts of gold through 
their participation in the Student 
Athlete Advisory Committee.

The organization, mandated by 
the NCAA, acts as a student coun-
cil for CSUF athletes, plans philan-
thropic events and provides team-to-
team support. 

Adviser Mike Miles says the group 
grows larger each year.

This year, athletes from the com-
mittee visited the Crittenton Services 
Valley View campus on Thursday for 
their annual holiday party to bring 
Christmas gifts and decorate cookies 
with the youths who live there. 

Miles said the annual holiday par-
ty is a highlight in the program. 

“These athletes are like rock stars 
to these kids,” Miles said. “Some of 
the kids even ask for autographs. It’s 
a neat experience for both sides.”

Each CSUF men’s and women’s 
sports team is assigned individual 
cottages at the campus, and the staff 
at the facility help the athletes by 
letting them know what the young 
men and women need.

“We get Christmas lists from the 
home, and the gifts are donated by 
the athletes who participate,” co-
president Brooke Weekley said.

Many of the young people living 
in the cottages at the Valley View 
campus are on probation or lived in 
unsafe homes before coming to live 
at the Crittenton Home. 

Some are young mothers who 

range in age from 14 to 18 years old, 
like 16-year-old Maria, who lives 
in the Willow Cottage with several 
other mothers and their young chil-
dren. 

When asked what she will name 
her son, Maria replied with an ironic 
smile, “Tomorrow.” 

Maria’s housemates laughed as 
they explained to the athletes that 
Maria was due the following day 
with her first child.

The cross-country team spent the 
evening giv-
ing gifts of 
baby bibs, 
books and 
c o s m e t i c s 
and munch-
ing on cook-
ies with the 
r e s i d e n t s 
of Willow 
Cottage. 

S t a f f 
m e m b e r s 
said that 
the girls had 
been look-
ing forward 
to the visit from the teams, which 
was apparent by the balloons and 
streamers decorating the cottage’s 
living room and the sign hanging 
over the cottage’s fireplace, which 
said, “Welcome Titan Athletes!”

All of the girls who live at the 
Crittenton Home go to schools in 
the area, and some, like Willow Cot-
tage resident Kina, also participate 
in Regional Occupation Programs 
that enable them to get a head start 
on life outside of the facility.

“Right now I’m studying to be a 
medical assistant,” Kina said. “Some-

day I want to be a surgeon.”
Kina received a daily planner 

notebook from the athletes, which 
she said would come in handy when 
she is organizing her busy schedule.

Johnathan Golden, a junior on 
the track and field team, said this 
was his first year taking part in the 
annual event, but he almost didn’t 
participate.

“At first I didn’t want to do this,” 
Golden said. “But then I thought 
about how underprivileged some of 

these kids are, 
and how fortu-
nate I’ve been. 
It really puts 
things into 
perspective for 
me.”

Golden and 
his teammates 
listened to hip-
hop music and 
joked with the 
young women 
who live in the 
Pine Cottage 
while some of 
the athletes 

frosted smiley faces onto cookies 
with the help of toddlers and their 
mothers.

Many of the women athletes 
played with the infants of Pine Cot-
tage, allowing the young mothers to 
feel like regular teenagers again, if 
only for a couple of hours.

The young women from the Juni-
per Cottage, who range in age from 
12 to 17 years old, played Disney 
Charades with some of the athletes 
from the CSUF baseball, softball, 
wrestling and track and field teams.

“I enjoy being here because it 

seems like they enjoy us being here,” 
said Lamar Jackson, a sophomore on 
the track and field team.

Bianca, a 17-year-old girl who has 
lived at the Valley View campus for 
seven months, persuaded Jackson to 
play charades with the girls, and said 
she appreciated the visit.

“I think it’s sweet,” Bianca said. 
“They’ve taken the time out of their 
lives to be here with us.” 

In the recreation room, the wom-
en’s soccer team played pool and 
foosball with girls from other cottag-
es while a few of their fellow athletes 
cuddled the infants of some of the 
girls who weren’t able to take part in 
the festivities. 

The atmosphere was mellow until 
a young resident said she didn’t think 
girls were supposed to play sports. 

“What?” the female athletes cried 
out.

Christine Kuark, committee co-
president and member of the CSUF 
fencing team said she was thrilled at 
this year’s turnout. 

Kuark also said the annual holiday 
party is just one of the many philan-
thropic activities sponsored by the 
organization. 

In the spring, the group also 
hopes to host another event with 
underprivileged children.

Kuark invites all who are interest-
ed in the philanthropic efforts of the 
Student Athlete Advisory Commit-
tee to attend the group’s meetings, 
which are held every first and third 
Wednesday of each month in room 
215 of Langsdorf Hall. 

Students can learn more by click-
ing on the “Athlete Services” tab at 
the organization’s Web site: www.
fullertontitans.com.

BY MAGGIE HAUSER
Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

“

“

These athletes are like 
rock stars to these kids. 
Some of the kids even ask 
for autographs. It’s a neat 
experience for both sides.”

– Mike Miles
CSUF SAAC Adviser

Catch the Daily Titan Online www.dailytitan.com
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Catching Up With Cal State Fullerton’s Favorite Team Mascot
Tuffy the Titan, the reigning Mas-

cot Mania king of the Big West jun-
gle met with the Daily Titan prior to 
a Cal State Fullerton women’s bas-
ketball game against UCLA. 

Tuffy has strutted his stuff at 
CSUF events ever since his image 
was used to publicize the “First In-
tercollegiate Elephant Race in Hu-
man History,” 45 years ago, said 
Larry Martin senior coordinator of  
New Student Programs. 

More than 10,000 people watched 
the race pitting pachyderms from 
Oxford in England and colleges all 
over the United States. 

The Titan mascot remained stand-
ing during a visit in the upper gym 
and tried to separate the bull (el-
ephant) from the myth.

Daily Titan: What is the best and 
worst thing about being a college 
mascot?

Tuffy: The best thing about being 
a college mascot is being able to rep-
resent an entire university instead of 
a smaller institution. Tuffy represents 
everyone at Cal State Fullerton. 

One of the worst parts about 
being a college mascot is the same 
thing. You represent everybody so it 
is a really big job trying to do all of 
the different things. 

It’s tough trying to go to all of the 
different appearances on campus. 
You know Tuffy is a busy guy so it’s 
hard to make everybody happy.

Daily Titan: What is the most 
unusual event that Tuffy ever at-

tended?
Tuffy: The most unusual event 

that Tuffy ever attended was also the 
most fun. It was the Big West Mania 

Mascot Championship last year at 
the downtown Disney ESPN zone. 
Tuffy actually won first place. He is 
the Mascot Mania champion. The 

mascots had to compete in a bunch 
of different games, a hula hoop con-
test and a lot of other events against 
their rivals. 

Daily Titan: Was snuffleupagus 
an imaginary friend of yours grow-
ing up?

Tuffy: I used to watch him on 

Sesame Street as a young elephant. 
I do admire him, but he is a little 
gentle. I am more of a fighter, a go 
getter to show other universities how 
tough we are. 

Snuffleupagus is cool, but I like to 
pave my own way.

Daily Titan: When you visit 
someone at home do they some-
times not answer because they think 
you are a trick-or-treater?

Tuffy: Yes, sometimes I get con-
fused with trick-or-treaters.

Daily Titan: Do you know what 
a buried elephant is, a bump in the 
putting green?

Tuffy: I did not know what a bur-
ied elephant was until just right now. 
It sort of makes me feel bad because 
we don’t want elephants getting in 
the way of people. We’re all just here 
to have a good time.

Daily Titan: Are golf and jello– 
wrestling sports?

Tuffy: I think both golf and jello– 
wrestling are sports, however I have 
always found them difficult because 
of my size.  

Daily Titan: Do you have any 
wallet–sized prints of yourself?

Tuffy: Well I am an elephant so it 
is hard to fit my picture in one small 
wallet size. 

I have had a lot of them, but I 
am out of them currently because so 
many girls ask for them.

Daily Titan: On a first date with a 
girl do they sometimes think you are 
pretending to be something you’re 
not–in that getup?

Tuffy: No, I’m an elephant and a 

BY KEVIN COLE
Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

BY KARL THUNMAN/Daily Titan
FEELING YOU  – Cal State Fullerton mascot Tuffy the Titan looks to get the crowd involved by performing at a CSUF basketball game at the Titan Gym.

SEE TUFFY - PAGE 12

Men’s Basketball - The 
Titans [6-2 overall] will be hosting 
Bethune-Cookman in a noncon-
ference game this Saturday at 6:05 
p.m.
      After losing a nonconference 
game to UCLA last Tuesday, the 
Titans bounced back last Saturday 
with a 83-81 win at Pepperdine.

Women’s Basketball  
-  The Titans [4-6 overall] had two 
consecutive wins last week, when 
they defeated Colorado last Thurs-
day, 89-77 and Northern Colorado 
last Saturday, 75-63. 
     CSUF will go to San Diego next 
Saturday to play the University of 
San Diego Toreros at 1 p.m.  

Upcoming Titan 
Athletics Schedule


