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The Orange County Rollers 
Girls give new meaning to roller 
skates.  Formed in June of 2006, 
the league recruits ladies from all 
walks of life. From students to 
sales reps, accountants and, at one 
point, an Orange County District 

Attorney, any female fits the bill for 
a derby girl.  And it’s not all guts and 
glory. 

The OC Roller girls, 50 in all, 
train extensively, learning the art 
of the safe fall before they ever set 
wheel in the competition rink. In 

fact Disco Dervish, Roller Girls 
founder and referee said, “almost 
one year we’ve only had two 
broken bones.” Estro Jen (above 
right) and B-train collide in last 
month’s bout. See the rest of the 
story in The Buzz.

ART ShOW Check out a video of Brendan Cosgrove, 
an artist who has his work on display in the East     
Gallery of the Visual Arts Center through Thursday. 

BY CAMERON PEMSTEIN/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

Whoever Said Girls Don’t Play Rough?

Model 
U.N. 
Honored  

Kiyo Young recently found out 
she is prediabetic.

Young, secretary for the Speech 
and Hearing Clinic of the Human 
Communication Studies Depart-
ment, was one of eight attendees at a 
workshop held Wednesday address-
ing diabetes awareness, food facts 
and prevention tips.

The event was coordinated by the 
Employee Training and Develop-
ment Department and was available 
to faculty and staff members inter-
ested in attending on a volunteer 
basis, said Verna Raun, training co-
ordinator for the department.

For Young, this information came 
at a critical time. 

According to Kaiser Permanente 
nurse Educator and workshop pre-
senter Shabana Haxron, diabetes 
can be prevented if pre-diabetes is 
detected early.

“I found out [I was prediabetic] 
by taking a fasting blood test,” said 
Young, who fasted 12 hours before 
taking the test that revealed her blood 
sugar level was within the qualifying 
range.

“I was surprised, but it runs in my 
family, so I wasn’t totally shocked,” she 
explained. “My grandmother died of 
complications from diabetes, and out 
of six children [in my family], four are 
either diabetic or prediabetic.”

Haxton began the hour-long pre-
sentation by discussing what diabe-
tes is and why prevention is crucial 
to individual health.

“Diabetes is a progressive disease,” 
Haxton said. “Every time we eat. 
almost everything converts into glu-
cose, and our bodies need that glu-
cose to produce energy … our brain 
needs it in order to function.”

Problems arise when there is in-
sufficient insulin in the body, said 

Haxton. Insulin is a hormone 
produced constantly by the pan-
creas, which allows glucose to en-
ter cells. 

“Each cell is like a little room, and 
the glucose, or sugar, molecules are like 
a lot of people waiting in the hallway 
to enter that room,” she said. “Insulin 
is the key to that room.”

Haxton also listed symptoms, exer-
cise and prevention tips, and explained 
the two types of diabetes.

“I think this type of outreach is 
important because it goes to where 
the people are,” said Mary Hermann, 
director of health education and pro-
motion at the Student Health Center 
on campus. “In this case it’s a really 
effective strategy to get information 
to people who wouldn’t normally go 
to the doctor and get the informa-
tion on diabetes.”

After attending the workshop, 
Young said she will think more about 
her diet and exercise habits.

“I really came just to see what 
I could do [to prevent diabetes], 
and also to get some dietary hints,” 
Young said. “now, I’ll probably ex-
ercise more, and eat fewer Cheetos. 
That’s my weakness.”

It is this positive attitude that 
Haxton said she believes will be able 
to help those individuals coping 
with the disease.

“If you find out you have predia-
betes, you can stop the progression,” 
said Haxton. “Even if we all don’t 
have diabetes, let’s work together 
to control it … that’s why we have 
these classes.”

Hermann agreed that prevention 
is the most important.

“Diabetes is a life-threatening dis-
ease,” Hermann said. “It really is a 
disease that needs to be taken seri-
ously because the damage to the kid-
neys is irreversible, and it also affects 
other systems in the body.”

Haxton said that if exercise came 
in a pill form, she thinks it would be 
the no. 1 prescription. 

“What it comes down to is food 
portion size and regular exercise,” 
explained Haxton. “But no matter 
what I tell you, you are the only one 
who can make that lifestyle change.” 

The Cal State Fullerton Model 
United nations team was recently 
awarded the top honor of Outstand-
ing Delegation award for representing 
Bangladesh at the national Model 
U.n. conference held in new York.

The CSUF Model U.n. team rep-
resented two countries: Bangladesh 
and the island nation of Tuvalu.

The Titans also won the Distin-
guished Delegation award for repre-
senting Bangladesh and an Honor-
able Mention award for Tuvalu.

“This is like winning gold, silver 
and bronze,” said Choudhury Sha-
mim, faculty adviser of the Model 
U.n., in an e-mail interview.  The 
conference “is like the Olympics.”

The conference was held from 
March 20 to 24.

“This is a tremendous occasion,” 
Shamim said.  “This is the most impor-
tant and biggest Model U.n. confer-
ence in the world.”

About 4,200 students from the U.S. 

and 30 from countries such as Germa-
ny, Italy and Japan participated.

At the conference “you not only rep-
resent yourself, but you represent Cal 
State Fullerton,” said Walter Ruigu, 
Model U.n. Bangladesh delegate.

According to Danny Benavides, 

CSUF Model U.n. member, the 
fact that Cal State Fullerton won 
the highest honors at the conference 
made CSUF well known now among 

Valuable experience - Dr. Shamim looks on as he watches the Cal State Fullerton Model 
U.N. team compete in March.

COURTESY OF ChOUDhURY ShAMIM 

BY ALEkSANDRA WOjTALEWICz
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Wildlife Sanctuary 
Aids in Research

Momdar is a bobcat. Julius 
Squeezer, a gopher snake. They call 
the tarantula Chewie, named after 
the wooly wookie from “Star Wars.” 
Butters is a tree frog and the one-
eared opossum is Pistachio. 

All of these critters call Tucker 
Wildlife Sanctuary their home.

Owned by Cal State Fullerton 
and its College of natural Sciences 
and Mathematics, this 12-acre prop-
erty draws a variety of people. El-
ementary, high school and college 
students, campers, hikers, mountain 
bikers and bird enthusiasts are just a 
sample of the visitors who make the 
trip.

“I love it,” said first-time visitor 
Tom Popplewell. “I think it’s won-
derful.” 

He and his wife, Cori McGloth-
lin, were out taking photographs of 
some of the wildlife and flora.

“If something good comes out, 
we’ll print it,” McGlothlin said. “I’m 
trying to make it a routine goal “to 

visit.”
Tucker serves as a research facility 

for students and faculty not only at 
CSUF, but for other colleges as well, 
including Fullerton College, Orange 
Coast College and Chapman Uni-
versity, said naturalist Armando de 
la Fuentes.

The facility is just half an hour 
away from the campus in Modjeska 
Canyon and is easily accessible to 
students and faculty who want to 
take advantage of this unique taste 
of nature. 

CSUF uses the center for class 
fieldwork in the natural sciences as 
well as teaching preparation. The 
campus’ volunteer students earn 
their service hours by building 
benches and clearing pathways. 

Tucker certainly has a commu-
nity-oriented touch to it. Everyone 
participates. Ralphs supermarket 
sends fruit and vegetables for the 
animals’ diets, de la Fuentes said. 

One of the groups crucial to 
Tucker’s maintenance is the scouting 

Workshop Promotes 
Diabetic Awareness

BY APRIL VALENCIA
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

BY SYLVIA MASUDA
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

SEE SANCTUARY - PAGE 4 

Perks of 
Interning 
Abroad

BY MIChELLE RAMOS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

As the deadlines to apply for in-
ternship classes approach, many 
students overlook the possibility to 
intern overseas. The study abroad 
office is currently accepting appli-
cations for this fall’s study abroad 
program that offers internship op-
portunities at various companies in 
London.  

“By doing an internship in a 
foreign country, your resume goes 
straight to the top,” said Janelle Hud-
son, Humanities and Social Science 
Study Abroad program assistant. “It 
just seems logical, since our society is 
becoming so international.”

Opportunities for internships 
are available at BBC, British Film 
Institute, British Fashion Council, 
Cnn and many others. There are 
internships available in many areas 
of study anywhere from accounting 
to psychology.

According to Stella Lam, 18, inter-
national business major, and student 
assistant at the internship office, 19 
out of 47 degree programs offered at 
CSUF have internship requirements. 
Even students who are not required 
to intern are encouraged to do so.

“It helps by getting experience in 
the job they might work in the fu-
ture,” Lam said.  

Mitch Thakran, 24,  anthropology 
major, interned at Suss’D Records, a 
small independent record company 
that specializes in funk, soul, elec-
tronic and disco.  

Even though Thakran’s major 
does not require the completion of 
an internship, he wanted to intern 
just for the experience. 

At Suss’d Records Thakran said he 
was shown all the ins and outs of the 
music industry. Due to the small size 
of the company, Thakran said he 

SEE ABROAD - PAGE 4 

SEE U.N. - PAGE 4 

Choices in diet and 
exercise were discussed 
as keys to prevention

CSUF students played 
Bangladesh and Tuvalu 
at this year’s conference



NATIONAL NEWS
Girls Gone Wild Creator Indicted
RENO, Nev. (AP) - “Girls Gone Wild” creator Joseph Francis was in-

dicted Wednesday on charges that his companies, which sell videos of topless 
young women, claimed more than $20 million in false business expenses.

The federal indictment came one day after Francis was jailed on criminal 
contempt charges in Florida.

The Nevada indictment alleges that Mantra Films Inc. and its marketing 
arm, Sands Media Inc., claimed false deductions on the companies’ 2002 
and 2003 corporate income tax returns, the Department of Justice said in a 
statement.

The indictment also charges that Francis, 34, of Incline Village, used off-
shore bank accounts and entities purportedly owned by others to conceal 
income he earned in those years.

“The government has chosen to make a criminal case out of what we 
believe to be at most a civil tax dispute,” said Jan Handzlik, a Los Angeles 
attorney representing Francis in the Florida matter.

Duke Lacrosse Player’s Charges Dropped
RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) - All along, the three Duke lacrosse players pro-

claimed they were innocent of charges they sexually assaulted a stripper. 
They were railroaded, they insisted, by a prosecutor who refused to believe 
them and ignored the facts.

It took more than a year, but on Wednesday, North Carolina’s top pros-
ecutor finally agreed with them.

Attorney General Roy Cooper declared them innocent of all charges and 
delivered a blistering assessment of a district attorney he blamed for a “tragic 
rush to accuse.”

“We’re just as innocent today as we were back then,” said one of the play-
ers, David Evans. “Nothing has changed. The facts don’t change.”

LOCAL NEWS
 Snoop Pleads No Contest to Charges
PASADENA, Calif. (AP) - A stone-faced Snoop Dogg pleaded no contest 

to felony gun and drug charges Wednesday and avoided what could have 
been a year long prison sentence.

The 35-year-old rapper agreed to five years’ probation and 800 hours of 
community service. He faced charges of gun possession by a felon and sale 
or transportation of marijuana.

He said little other than “no contest” when the charges were read.
Snoop Dogg’s recent arrests marked the end of a relatively long trouble-

free stretch for the rapper. He has burnished his image in recent years with 
appearances in mainstream movies and by starting a youth football league.

He was arrested at Bob Hope Airport in Burbank Oct. 26 on suspicion of 
transporting marijuana. Police later found a gun at his home. If convicted at 
trial he could have faced up to four years in prison.

Los Angeles County Superior Court Judge Terry Smerling placed condi-
tions on the probation, including that only 400 hours of the community 
service could involve the youth football league.
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YouTube Picks of the Day
Title: Trigger Happy TV

00:55/03:44

SEND US YOUR FAVORITE YOUTUBE VIDEOS; 
SEND TO NEWS@DAILYTITAN.COM

Title: Ass Pennies

Duration:  2:14
How we found it: Show I used to watch
British show “Trigger Happy TV” allows it’s showman Dom Jolly to let loose on 
an unsuspecting public, doing things that many people could only dream of.  This 
video showcases some of the best clips from this great show as Dom screams into 
his gigantic cell phone, succeeding in irritating and frustrating all those around 
him.  He goes to the most quiet, calm places in and around London making his 
loud ring and even louder voice impossible to ignore.  And you thought it was bad 
when someone’s cell went off during a movie.  The joke is pretty simple, but it’s 
hilarious.
-Shaelan Bowers

Disclaimer: This video contains strong language
Duration:  4:01
How we found it:  Show I used to watch
Ever thought of sticking 30 dollars in pennies up your ass for confidence?  Probably 
not, but the writers for this skit from “Upright Citizen’s Brigade” sure thought it would 
be a funny idea, and they were right.  The twisted logic of a successful businessman 
who owes all of his success to sticking 300 pennies up his ass for 11 years is hard to 
fathom, but it is just as hard to keep a straight face watching it.  This is one of the most 
classic skits from the long cancelled show, and it makes one wonder why it isn’t still 
on the air.
-Shaelan Bowers

IN OTHER NEWS

Thursday
Deal With Stress Better: Learn to 

recognize, refocus and relax
11 a.m. to 12 p.m.  A workshop 

in which you will learn physical and 
psychological ways to acknowledge, 
deal with and release stress.  Hosted 

at College Park-700.

Friday
DEAD MAN WALKING 
8 to 10:30 p.m. at the Performing 

Arts Center Hallberg Theatre.  Tick-
ets are $8 in advance for students 

with current CSUF ID and $9 for 
adult general admission.

Saturday
Welcome to Fullerton Day
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
The Saturday morning event is 

open to the public free of charge.
High school seniors, community 

college students and their families 
can explore educational opportu-
nities. The event features campus 
tours, informational workshops and 
a resource fair. 
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Artist Uses Sarcasm 
in Political Exhibit

For some, it was so simple that 
you could walk right in and not even 
get it. 

For those who did understand 
however, they were the recipients 
of the subtle sarcasm that fills Cal 
State Fullerton student Brendan 
Cosgrove’s artwork.

Cosgrove, a 28-year-old third-year 
grad student, had his work displayed 
in the East Gallery of the Visual Arts 
Center last week in a series that will 
run until April 12. 

The series, entitled “How to 
Launch a Pre-Emptive Strike” 
blended political awareness coupled 
with airline safety card-like illustra-
tion to evoke its viewers to question 
societal issues.

“The message is about political 
awareness and being aware of your 
surroundings,” Cosgrove said. “But 
also just questioning things that 
come up in your everyday life.”

A long-haired punk rock aficio-
nado and graphic designer with a 
longtime passion for illustration, 
Cosgrove’s work bears the charac-
teristics of his influences. With the 
minimalism of street artist Shepard 
Fairey and the political implications 
of graffiti artist Banksy, Cosgrove’s 
work attracted a sizable turnout dur-
ing last Saturday’s showing.

“The turnout was really good with 
more than fifty people…my work is 
my life, its incredibly important to 
me,” Cosgrove said.

Cosgrove’s series came to fruition 
last november with Cosgrove want-
ing to create a series of anti-war post-
ers. However, in a decision to remain 
more indistinct and to avoid being 
pigeonholed, Cosgrove decided to 
turn his artwork into a “How To” 
series, complete with posters and 
pamphlets.

“The problem is with [anti-war] 
posters you already have your mind 

made up,” Cosgrove said. “So [with his 
series] the language we used was very 
subtle, you could come in here and pick 
up a pamphlet and not get it.”

Although some older observers 
seemed rather confused about the 
message, the majority of those oc-
cupying the small gallery seemed to 
grasp Cosgrove’s message.

“I thought the exhibit was really 
great,” said Chelsea Howard, a 22-
year-old CSUF alumnus. “Brendan’s 
commentary on the current political 
environment was really interesting 
and intriguing and I enjoyed it very 
much.”

While most artists favor the tradi-
tional paintbrush and oils, Cosgrove’s 
work utilizes his love for illustration 
and his graphic design skills even if it 
might displease his professors.

“My main professor hates illustra-
tion, but it works with the idea… and 
I don’t know, I love drawing, I can’t 
get away from it,” Cosgrove said.

After taking photographic refer-
ences, which sometimes includes us-
ing himself as a model, Cosgrove then 
illustrates his visions by hand before 
using Adobe Illustrator to achieve the 
almost “government issued” look.

“Obviously its been done on a 
computer, but the point of the work 
is the computer being used as a tool, 
just like a paint brush,” Cosgrove 
said.

Cosgrove continues to work on 
his portfolio, which includes design-
ing last spring’s semester catalog for 
Cal State Fullerton and his 2004 
“Don’t Vote Series.”  

This August, along with other de-
signers, Cosgrove is participating in 
an environmental awareness exhibi-
tion at the Venice Contemporary in 
Los Angeles where his work will con-
tinue to spread his message.

“I like to think my art explains it-
self,” Cosgrove said. “It’s politically 
motivated but it’s not supposed to be 
a lecture. But there should be some 
pieces in there to make you think 
about what’s going on.”

BY TOM MADDEN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

CSUF Clubs Encourage Participation

With over 35,000 students, Cal 
State Fullerton is the largest school 
out of the CSUs. But according to 
the Dean of Student’s office, less than 
half of these students participate in 
clubs and activities in campus.

CSUF offers over 260 clubs on 
campus, giving students the oppor-
tunity to connect to their campus 
on many different levels. To get in-
volved, a student can go Greek or 
join a club within their major. Stu-
dents can also join clubs where they 
may discover or deepen religious 
convictions. Other clubs offer expe-
riences in cultural diversity, sports, 
politics or special interests. 

Intervarsity Christian Fellowship 
is a religious organization on cam-

pus with ap-
proximately 60 
to 70 members. 
The club spon-
sors events on 
campus as well 
as a weekly 
meeting in the 
Titan Student 
Union. 

“[Intervar-
sity] has helped 
me to be more 
public and 
open with my 
faith,” said junior geology major ni-
cole Sanchez. “It’s helped me make 
new friends and open up opportuni-
ties for meeting people on campus.”

At any time a student can join any 
of these organizations. It only takes a 
trip to the second floor of the TSU 
where a list of the clubs can be found, 
or a visit to the club’s or organization’s 

Web site.
Students who 

are involved in 
department clubs 
can network with 
other profession-
als.

The Account-
ing Society meets 
twice a week with 
around 80 ac-
tive members. At 
meetings members 
socialize and eat 
with one another, 

and during the academic year, the 
club makes trips to baseball games 
and theme parks.

Sophomore kinesiology major 
Christian Villaruz has been an active 
member of a cultural organization 
called the Pilipino American Stu-
dent Association. For two years Vil-
laruz said he has enriched his own 

sense of culture, uncovering a deep 
appreciation for his Filipino heritage 
by performing folk dances and par-
ticipating in cultural events.

“If I just went home I’d be bored,” 
Villaruz said. “But instead I gained a 
lot of friends and a social life.”

With five members any student 
can create an organization. A stu-
dent must write a constitution and 
submit an application to the Dean 
of Students office. 

According to Associate Dean of 
Students Esiquio Uballe, the first 
five members must be CSUF stu-
dents, but members outside of the 
university are permitted to join.

In order to increase participation, 
Uballe said he sees the need for clubs 
to better meet students’ needs.

“If an organization can delineate 
some direct benefits for members, 
then students will be more commit-
ted to join,” Uballe said.

BY ERIC BARTOLOME
For the Daily Titan 
news@dailytitan.com “

“

     It’s helped me 
make new friends and 
open up opportunities 
for meeting people on 
campus.

– nicole Sanchez
Geology Major

arT FOrMS - Three Cal State Fullerton students paint on canvas during Art Week held at Becker Amphitheater. The stu-
dents painted to the music of Port, a progressive rock band from LA. Athena Guzman (left), Debbie Benner (middle) and 
Thinh Hguyen (right) are all art majors. 

BY DANIEL SUzUkI/For the Daily Titan
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Must have had a Hep-B or Tetanus shot within last 5 yrs.

If you’ve had a Hepatitis B or Tetanus shot then we need your antibodies 
to make life saving medicines. Based on the amount of antibodies 
produced in your plasma (the liquid portion of your blood), you can earn:

$500 CASH per month 

Ultimate Part-time Job

Then and Now: Car Thefts

SANCTUARY: TUCkER PROVIDES A hOME FOR STUDY
From Page 1
crowd. The Boy and Girl Scouts of 
America have helped with beauti-
fying the landscape and building a 
handicap ramp and a stone well.

“[Scouts] have their hearts into 
it,” said Sanctuary Director Karon 
Cornell. “They’re so enthusiastic and 
they want to continue helping us in 
the future.”

Tucker is a particular thrill for 
elementary school children. A field 
trip favorite, tours held here are kid-
friendly. 

De la Fuentes leads the chil-
dren through the brush, lecturing 

them on basic ecology and biology 
and the benefits of preserving the 
environment, he said. He brings 
out Bob, one of the staff’s favorite 
snakes, for students to touch and 
hold.

It’s not just land creatures that 
steal the attention. The birds here 
are especially popular with visi-
tors. Hummingbirds, hawks and 
woodpeckers come and go as sea-
sons pass and migration becomes 
necessary. 

Visitors enjoy the sky scene too. 
On some nights, stargazers crowd 
the parking lot with their telescopes, 

searching the heavens for stars and 
visible planets. 

“It’s pitch black at night. It’s just 
peaceful,” de la Fuentes said. “You 
don’t hear cars. It’s a place to get 
away from the city.”

Then there are the miscellaneous 
pastimes. In the past, Tucker has 
hosted a gingerbread-house-deco-
rating activity for children and a 
50-kilometer marathon, de la Fuen-
tes said. The Irvine Ranch Water 
District plans to give a landscaping 
seminar. 

In May, renowned animal illus-
trator Frances Greenspan will lead a 

class on drawing wildlife using pen 
and ink.

According to the staff, they only 
want to broaden the sanctuary’s 
purpose. One of the campaign 
projects planned is a 100-seat am-
phitheater for lectures and other 
events. Cornell said she sees the se-
rene environment being a suitable 
future sight for weddings and jazz 
concerts as well.

 “If you think about it, with to-
day’s toll roads and all the develop-
ment there’s not a lot of places like 
this left,” Cornell said. “It’s good for 
the heart.”

Car thefts on campus have been 
on a steady decline for more than a 
decade. In 1990 it was reported that 
there were 41 stolen cars compared 
to the 13 between June 30, 2006 
and Feb. 28, 2007, according to uni-
versity police crime map.

“Crime rates are moderate. I 
wouldn’t consider it a high rate vehi-
cle theft campus,” said Lt. Will Glen 
of the university police. 

Glen said that campus crime re-
flects the community, and overall 
theft is not high. The decline in car 
thefts can be contributed to stake-
outs and campus police patrolling 
the area. 

Glen refers to the campus as a “ve-
hicle shopping mart.” The campus 
has large parking lot areas, and the 
lot that has the highest incidents of 
theft is lot E. The campus’ proxim-
ity to the freeway and large variety of 
cars help make the university park-
ing lots targets for car thieves.

Even though car thefts on cam-

pus have declined, the owners of cars 
who are subject to theft may not care 
about the numbers but rather about 
what precautions can be taken to help 
prevent a car from being stolen.

Det. Robert Botzheim of the uni-
versity police said there are ways to 
avoid vehicle theft.

“If a car is worth $3,000 but has 
$30,000 worth of extras on it, then 
it’s attractive to steal,” said Bot-
zheim.

He suggests spending a few more 
hundred dollars to get a good alarm 
system.

not having valuables in a car can 
deter theft. It will help make sure the 
car is not one of the few that is bur-
glarized or even stolen.

“Don’t have valuables in plain 
view because a thief just won’t steal 
valuables but also end up stealing 
whole car,” Botzheim said.

Many believe that an alarm is all 
that is needed to secure a car. Bot-
zheim said alarms are not reliable be-
cause it is easy to turn them off, and 
most people do not pay attention 
to alarms anymore. Better devices 
would be a club and an ignition kill 
switch.

Also, do not leave car windows 
rolled down, because that attracts 
thieves.

“ Get LoJack. nothing beats it,” 
said Botzheim. 

LoJack is an auto theft prevention 
system. The moment a car is report-
ed stolen, law enforcement authori-
ties track the car down and return it 
to the owner.

While they are willing to give tips 
to deter theft, some students still 
blame campus police for it.

“There should be more police 
patrol on the campus. I always 
just see one police car,” said Cher-
ee Thomas, 21, a business major. 
Thomas has a new BMW and 
wants the campus patrolled as of-
ten as possible so her new car will 
not be subject to theft.

“The campus police and students 
should do what they can to prevent 
car thief on campus,” said Thomas.

Botzheim said people might think 
that most thefts happen at night but 
most happen during the middle of 
the day.

Automobile theft is still 
on the decline at CSUF, 
according to police

BY AShLEY jOhNSON
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

“

“

The campus police 
and students should 
do what they can to 
prevent car theft on 
campus.

– Cheree Thomas
Business major

U.N.: TITANS COMPETE
the Model U.n. world. 

“We compete against Ivy League 
schools that have arrogance to them.  
We’re from California and people 
don’t expect that,” Benavides said.

Yet CSUF students proved that 
they can compete with the top schools 
in the nation.

“CSUF is set apart by the dedica-
tion of the students involved,” said 
Jason Montgomery, U.n. president. 
“Many students are apathetic about 
the conference; they will come in 
strong and lose steam by the second 
or third day of the conference.  CSUF 
makes it a point to keep going strong 
the entire time.”

The Model U.n. is a semester 
long course — Political Science 361, 
where students prepare for the con-
ference. The class met Monday and 
Wednesday and held hour-and-a- 
half-long meetings every Friday as 
remedial work.

“The class is heavily student-driven 
and requires tons of work on the stu-
dents part if we are to succeed at the 
conference,” Montgomery said.

“It is a different type of course, 
where the students learn by doing, 
rather than hearing only lectures,” 
Shamim said.  “I feel like a coach … 
we practiced hard to win.”

Model U.n. receives funding from 
the Instructionally Related Activities 
fund. The grants received cover 75 
percent of the costs, with students 
paying for the other 25 percent, said 
Shamim.

The program is open to students of 
all majors. 

“I have had students whose majors 
were theater, computer science, engi-
neering, communication, etc.” Sha-
mim said. “But about 50 percent are 
political science majors.”

Shamim has been taking students 
to the conference since 1990. The 
first award that the CSUF Model 
U.n. received was awarded in 2001. 
Last year was the first time the team 
received first place.  

“CSUF is regarded one of the top 
Model U.n. programs in the nation 
and even internationally,” Shamim 
said.

ABROAD: INTERNShIPS
From Page 1

gained experience by booking gigs, 
performing office duties and utiliz-
ing promotional skills.   

“We all shared responsibilities, so 
I had to learn everything [the owner] 
did,” Thakran said. “We would go to 
the pub after work, we had a real per-
sonal relationship. I got a first-hand 
insight into the kin-like relationship 
of co-workers.”

After living in different parts of 
the world, Thakran was able to expe-
rience a new culture as a resident and 
not as a tourist.

“The West End is basically tourist 
land, but I got to work in the East 
End where you actually get real Eng-
lish culture.”

In addition to the internship, the 
London Study Abroad program re-
quires students to enroll in 12 units. 
But, unlike taking an internship in 
the states, the semester in London is 

split into two parts.
The first two months of the pro-

gram are dedicated to classes and the 
remainder of the semester is dedicat-
ed to the internship. The only class 
that may overlap is a class on British 
life and culture.

“We went to all the sight seeing 
places, but you get the history behind 
it,” Thakran said. He and his classmates 
saw Shakespeare’s plays at the Globe 
Theater, a replica of the original the-
ater where Shakespeare first staged his 
plays.  

Like internships at home, some em-
ployers may extend job offers.  

“We had one student, they liked 
her so much, they offered her a job,” 
Hudson said.

Deadline to apply for the London 
internship/Study Abroad program is 
May 1. Two informational meetings 
will be held on April 12 and 24, both 
at 12:00 p.m. in room H-213.

 VISIT  WWW.DAILYTITAN.COM/ARChIVES FOR MORE.
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The Beat of a Different DRM
Steve Jobs, the CEO of Ap-

ple, released a little letter a few 
months ago.

In it, he blasted DRM, the 
software applied to mp3s to 
prevent unauthorized copying 
and playback.

Now Apple’s iTunes store 
has released EMI’s catalog 
without that bit of copy-
right-protecting software. The 
tracks will be CD-quality but 
carry a 30-
cent price 
i n c r e a s e , 
coming in at 
$1.29 each.

Both Ap-
ple and the 
smallest of 
the big four 
record labels 
realized that 
their target 
market is 
going to ille-
gally trade the music anyway; 
they may as well try to make 
some money up front and 
head off all the third-party 
DRM-stripping software.

It’s nice to see corporations 
realizing that “business as 
usual” simply doesn’t directly 
translate to the Internet.

There’s still a few sticking 
points, though.

No more commercials to 
see Web content, please. We’re 

not watching TV. Google 
seems to be doing just fine 
without forcing us to click 
through advertisements.

And stop making us down-
load terrible albums for the 
decent title track that we’d 
like. It’s bad enough that 
we’ll pay 30 percent more for 
the luxury of using non-iPod 
players; asking us to pay 20 
bucks for one song is salt in 

the wound. A 
lot of salt.

There are 
loads of other 
complaints. 
But the In-
ternet has 
given con-
sumers more 
power over 
c o m m e r c e 
than we’ve 
had since the 
I n d u s t r i a l 

Revolution.
Force industry to take note 

of your habits. Only buy in a 
way that you’re comfortable 
with. Make business realize 
that it’s their job to kowtow 
to us, not our job to buy their 
overpriced product because 
that’s how it’s always been.

Maybe we’ll all be buying 
music and more on our terms 
– but only if we don’t give up 
the marketing power of the 
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 Cannabis, weed, ganja or whatev-
er you crazy kids are calling it nowa-
days was passed around the Supreme 
Court regularly this past month, 
making the High Court seem rather 
Grateful Dead-like, minus the mu-
sic, hippies and nudity (although I 
question what Scalia is doing under 
his robe sometimes).

 What has gotten the Supreme 
Court so gaga over weed you might 
ask?

 The answer is Angel Raich. Ra-
ich, a dying mother of two, suffering 
from scoliosis, a brain tumor, chron-
ic nausea and dramatic weight loss, 

lost her four-year court battle with 
the Supreme Court last week. They 
ruled that Raich’s preference for us-
ing marijuana instead of other pre-
scription drugs was unlawful, and al-
though legal in some states, medical 
marijuana users could be prosecuted 
for breaching federal drug laws if 
they are found using.

 This debacle and its result was a 
below-the-belt hit to the unhealthy 
individuals whose marijuana use has 
labeled them felons in the eyes of 
the Supreme Court. Why is it that 
the court felt the need to exert its 
power over state governments and 
their court systems by using a dying 
woman as their defenseless pawn?

 Raich was only doing what 
115,000 others in 10 states are do-
ing legally with the permission of 
both their trusted physicians and 
the state that they live in. This man-
ner of prosecuting legal marijuana 
smokers should be resolved between 

the Supreme Court and the state 
courts that approved the law, instead 
of making examples out of a dying 
woman who enjoys the occasional 
spliff.

 On a trip to Europe last January, 
I had the opportunity to stumble 
upon the Marijuana Mecca that is 
Amsterdam. 

Although I am pretty liberal in 
my ways, I must admit that I was 
nervous and quite weary of what 
Amsterdam would have to offer. My 
overly strict Catholic education and 
bubble-wrapped O.C. upbringing 
resulted in me wondering whether 
or not my week would be spent 
with “weed fiends” searching desper-
ately through the brick-lined streets 
of Amsterdam preying on camera 
armed tourists to find their next fix. 
However, what I found was a coun-
try who realized that marijuana, 
when used responsibly, was a better 
nightlife alternative than alcohol and 

also a proper treatment. Additional-
ly, their heavy government focus on 
stomping out harsher, more damag-
ing drugs was more understandable 
than our Supreme Courts handling 
of both Raich and the medical mari-
juana issue in general.

 I’m not saying that we should 
look to Amsterdam as our moral 
compass – I don’t think the brothel 
to church ratio would really work 
out here –  nevertheless, we should 
realize how unreasonable the Su-
preme Court’s decision to prosecute 
medical marijuana users is. Especial-
ly when the very state that the user 
lives in says otherwise. 

Politics aside, if I had only months 
to live, a tumor in my brain and 
the feeling that paying greedy drug 
companies for overpriced drugs that 
weren’t working, shouldn’t I have the 
right to smoke whatever I wanted? 
Especially if the state said it was fine 
by them?

Terminally ill patients 
should be allowed to use 
without federal ruling

Medical Marijuana Use Should Be Left to the States

Cancer Prevention is in Your Hands, Don’t Wait Until it’s Too Late
By Cori KnighT

Daily Titan Freelance Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Last summer, in the space of one 
day in June, three things happened. 
My father and I became Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure Team 
Captains, beginning a months-long 
banter over poaching team members, 
fundraising and frantic late-night or-
ganizing frenzies. I gave a speech to 
pediatric cancer patients on what it 
is like to be a cancer survivor. And 
early that morning, a friend of our 
family and a fellow cancer survivor 
committed suicide after finding out 
her cancer had returned. I think we 
pretty much covered the full spec-
trum of emotions that day. 

And it got me thinking about how 
we look at cancer. No one knows 
they’re going to be a cancer patient 
until it happens. Until that diagnosis 
is dropped in your lap, it’s not some-
thing you give much thought to. 
Our friend Kathy didn’t see it com-
ing. Friends, teachers, family mem-
bers, not a single one really thought 
much about cancer until it became 
a reality, their reality. Prevention 

and being proactive are often in the 
news, but it’s something people tune 
out; after all, there are a lot more 
positive things to think about than 
talking about cancer.

But that night in June, I had to 
talk about cancer. More than that, I 
had to be positive about it. It’s hard 
to put a positive 
spin on this sort of 
thing, and I’m the 
kind of person who 
can make a joke out 
of just about any-
thing. But this was 
an audience that 
needed the posi-
tives and needed to 
know that there’s 
still hope despite 
diagnosis. I was go-
ing to be speaking 
to teenagers who, maybe just a few 
months before, had been average 
kids. School, sports, the mall – an 
ordinary sort of life, in an ordinary 
sort of world where cancer was mere-
ly a vague topic you dozed through 
in biology class and guessed about 
on the test. And now, they’re hooked 
up to IV poles, they’ve lost their hair 

from chemo and their whole focus 
is on the results of a different kind 
of test. 

I know where they’re coming 
from; I grew up in that environ-
ment. I remember losing my hair 
(twice, and it always came back in a 
different color.) I remember attend-

ing school in the 
hospital (somewhat 
reluctantly). I really 
remember the smell 
of the chemical they 
use to clean oper-
ating rooms (the 
smell still gives me 
chills to this day). 
I remember watch-
ing the Arrowhead 
Pond, now the 
Honda Center, be-
ing built while go-

ing through my bone marrow trans-
plant. And I remember what it’s like 
every time a friend or a classmate or 
a teacher comes to me and tells me 
they just got diagnosed with cancer. 
I remember celebrating with them 
when they beat it and grieving with 
their families when they didn’t. As 
you can guess, it’s a lot to take in and 

a lot of memories so far.
My two go-rounds with leukemia 

were when I was younger, but that’s 
the thing about surviving – you nev-
er really leave the medical environ-
ment. Even 15 years post-transplant, 
I still have to be on the lookout for 
effects caused not by the cancer, but 
by the treatments for it. Chemo and 
radiation therapy have long-reach-
ing side effects, and sometimes it’s a 
challenge staying ahead of them. I’ve 
been lucky to only have had a few 
side effects so far, and thankfully, 
they’re easy to manage. But I still 
get followed by doctors from oncol-
ogy to dermatology, orthopedics to 
endocrinology, and probably always 
will be. If there’s a medical specialty 
out there, I’ve probably seen it. But 
that’s part of surviving. Sometimes 
it’s tough, but hey, it’s survival. Beats 
the hell out of the alternative.

I do wonder about those kids I 
spoke to and about what happened 
to them. Sure, cancer survival rates 
have improved dramatically over 
the years. Between 1988 (the year I 
was first diagnosed) and 2006, sur-
vival rates for one kind of leukemia 
jumped from 50 to 92 percent na-
tionwide. Year after year, survival in-
creases. It is an inspiring thing.

But is it enough? Sure, people can 
survive. Side- and late-effects can be 
managed. But there’s still one thing 
better than surviving: not getting 
cancer at all.

April is National Cancer Control 
Month. Do yourself a favor before 
the month is over: find out your risk 
factors. Look into family history. 
Closely examine your lifestyle. How 
about age as a risk factor? Or gender? 
It may seem ghoulish, but do your 
research: the American Cancer So-
ciety and the Student Health Cen-
ter are great resources. Remember 
that your risk factors and appropri-
ate tests change with time, so talk 
to your doctor about what’s right 
for you. Try to reduce the risk fac-
tors you can control. This isn’t just 
for faculty and staff, either. Twen-
ty-somethings, this is for you too. 
Young adults get cancer. It happens. 
So stay ahead of it. Research isn’t just 
for the classroom.

Until there’s a cure, people will 
still get cancer. But your risks can 
be reduced, if you take the time to 
know your risks and take control of 
your health. If you’ve read this far, 
then there’s no excuse. Survival’s a 
wonderful thing, but prevention is 
still far better.

“

“

No one knows they’re 
going to be a cancer pa-
tient until it happens. 
Until that diagnosis is 
dropped in your lap, 
it’s not something you 
give much thought to. 

“

“

It’s nice to see corpo-
rations realizing that 
“business as usual” 
simply doesn’t directly 
translate to the Inter-
net.
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“A good newspaper, I suppose, is a nation talking to itself.” - Arthur Miller

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Any feedback, positive or negative, is encouraged, 
as we strive to keep an  open dialogue with our 
readership. The Daily Titan reserves the right to 
edit letters for length, grammar and spelling. Di-
rect all comments, questions or concerns, along 
with your full name and major, to executive editor 
Adam Levy at alevy@dailytitan.com.

  Losing My Religion
 By dave Bruemmer

The Daily Titan welcomes letters to the editor. 

EDITOR:

I have two comments about the 
opinion piece entitled “Why do 
Younger Customers Get Bad Ser-
vice?” in the Daily Titan on April 
10, 2007.

Fear not, “younger” customers.  
The service does not get better as the 
customer gets older.  Unfortunately 
for those servers who choose to chat 
with their co-workers after I’ve re-
quested a spoon for my 21-month-
old daughter (that knife provided by 
the restaurant just won’t do), I tip 
accordingly.

About the couple asked to provide 
a credit card to “secure payment of 
the meal” . . . I sense that this “meal” 
at the Yard House (known for 100 
types of beer) for a birthday celebra-
tion may have started with several 
drinks.  It is common for a server to 
request a credit card in this sort of 
situation.  For some reason, drunks 
tend to “dine and dash” more fre-
quently than sober diners.  

None of this has anything to do 
with age (we old folks do this, too) 
or race.

Charles H. Smith
Lecturer, Business Law

Department of Management

EDITOR:

Regarding the 4/2-4/5 series “Ful-
lerton and STDs,” I was very inspired 
by the work you guys did last week. 
It was great to see that issues such 
as HPV, Herpes and AIDS were on 
the front page of the Daily Titan. I 
wanted to share my story, and put 
another face to the HIV epidemic.

I’m currently a student at CSUF, 
and when I read the Kurt Weston 
story i was impressed and inspired. 
It’s funny, he and I worked on a proj-
ect together; he used me as one of his 
models for a project that won many 
prizes at a national level.

Thank you for your time, and I 
commend the work that you guys 
are doing.

Jorge Rios

EDITOR:

Over the past several months, I 
have read numerous editorials writ-
ten by Dave Bruemmer.  In the same 
spirit, I would like to suggest a series 
of articles that commend the Chris-
tian religion.  

Over the past 3 1/2 years of high-
er education, I have listened to many 
such remarks as made by Bruemmer 
both inside the classroom, from pro-
fessors, and outside, from students.  

College is supposed to be an open 
marketplace of ideas.  Too often, 
however, historic Christianity has-
been co-opted by historical revision 
and by constant distortion of its 
teachings.  If people are to be asked 
to make a decision to abandon their 
parents faith or to disregard Chris-
tianity as having a truth claim to be 
examined, then, in the name of tol-
erance, we have said that there will 
be one idea, one belief, that we will 
not tolerate.  But if we are truly to be 
an open marketplace of ideas, then 
Christianity should be explained so 
that individuals can decide for them-
selves if it is true, especially given the 
recent articles that attempt to show 
just how untrue it is.  

Stephen Tipton

EDITOR:

Regarding “Harmony in Con-
flict” 4/10. 

Ms. Trevino, I just read your ar-
ticle and thought maybe you would 
like to move to Cuba and live in a 
communist society (because that’s 
what you think America should be).  

Let me know how that works out 
for you. 

Or you could go to the China 
from a few years ago and let me know 
how Socialism worked out for them.  
Do you honestly think Chinese peo-
ple aren’t happier now – when they 
have money, happiness and a taste 
of capitalism – or back then when 
the government decided what ev-
eryone got and how much of it they 
got?  They were all “equal,” but they 
were equally poor and unhappy.  

Why in the world should my 
hard-earned money go to taxes that 
support lazy, unmotivated individu-
als?  There are so few people that are 
so incapacitated that they are physi-
cally unable to succeed in this great 
country that it wasn’t even worth 
mentioning in your article.  

For those people who truly are put 
on this Earth with certain disabili-
ties, we should absolutely extend a 
helping hand.  But for everybody 
else, they need to get off their lazy 
butts and stop asking for handouts.  
My dad grew up in a trailer park in a 

small town in Ohio and was motivat-
ed enough to work his way through 
school and get promoted in various 
jobs and is now the vice president of 
a very successful tile company.  Tell 
me what advantages a poor kid from 
Ohio had over any other person in 
the country? 

I’ll tell you – none.  
He worked hard to get where he 

wanted to be and that’s what Amer-
ica is all about.  Each person creates 
their own opportunities.  

Our founding fathers envisioned 
a nation where all men were created 
equal – in that they all had equal op-
portunities.  That vision has become 
a reality for all citizens of this country.  
Nobody is held back because of race 
or gender any more.  As far as pass-
ports, that is a matter of national se-
curity.  Do you really want terrorists 
to invade our country again?  Well, 
it would be a whole lot easier if they 
didn’t need a passport to get in here.  
You can make the call, though.  

Socialism and Communism have 
failed miserably over the years in 
many different countries and Capi-
talism and the United States have 
flourished.  I’ll take America, thank 
you.  

GOD BLESS THE GOOD OL’ 
U.S. OF A!!!

 
Lisa Panozzo

Communications Major
EDITOR: 

I really enjoyed Dave Bruemmer’s 
column “Losing My Religion”. It’s 
nice to see that people are not afraid 
to criticize more of the mainstream 
religions. 

I find it somewhat disturbing that 
people treat religion, their belief 
system that people base their judge-
ments on, as a passing fad. I disagree 
with the fact that you’re trying to 
break down faith with scientific pro-
cesses, because it’s based on faith, 
not evidence. 

I’m looking forward to Dave’s 
next article, maybe next time it 
could be longer than the letter from 
the editor.

Anonymous

I do not represent the entire 
Atheist/Humanist community.  

Atheism simply means lack-
ing belief in a God.  It says noth-
ing else about the person, unlike 
religious affiliation whereby you 
are supposed to adhere to certain 
creeds.  Think about it- the fact 
that you and I are a-unicornists 
does not mean that we must 
agree or share a view on any oth-
er issue; it only means that we 
don’t believe in unicorns. 

Inherently, atheism makes no 
assertions and has nothing to 
prove. The believer makes the 
assertion that God exists; athe-
ists did not come up with the 
idea, so the believers must do 
the proving.  How do you prove 
something doesn’t exist?  What 
would you say if I demanded 
that you prove that magic elves 
do not exist? The burden of 
proof lies with those making the 
claim that God exists. Showing 
that burden of proof has not 
been met is where I come in. 

An atheist needs no reason 
other than to say that there is no 
compelling reason for him to be-
lieve in God.  As Clarence Dar-
row quipped, “I don’t believe in 
God because I don’t believe in 
Mother Goose.”  

For him, the entire concept is 
self-evidently absurd.  Christians 
today immediately recognize that 
the ancient Greeks were deluded 
and had wild imaginations when 
they worshipped their pantheon 
of Gods, and likewise an atheist 
might say the same about Chris-
tianity.  Hence it is perfectly jus-
tifiable to reject belief in God on 
these grounds – have you exam-
ined all of the other scriptures 
and all of the other religions that 

you do not adhere to?   
Most people who don’t be-

lieve in God don’t waste any 
time thinking about it. But those 
who are my peers, and many of 
them used to be religious, are of-
ten more familiar with the Bible 
than most Christians, and are 
fully aware of arguments and al-
leged evidence brought forth by 
apologetics as well as the refuta-
tions of them.  Atheists like me 
are in the minority, but consider 
this: Every one of you is an athe-
ist too!  

You are all skeptics and disbe-
lievers when it comes to some-
body else’s God.  You reject all 
of the other contemporary and 
ancient Gods that people have 
believed in, and some of those 
Gods were worshipped for thou-
sands of years.  The only differ-
ence between us is that I believe 
in one less God than you do.  

I take it one step further.  
Many reasons that you might 

give for rejecting those other 
Gods are the reasons that I have 
for rejecting yours. If millions 
believe a lie, it is still a lie.  How 
much critical analysis does a 
child do when accepting Jesus 
at their parents’ urging?  From 
childhood we are indoctrinat-
ed.  When we start to question 
Santa and God, our parents 
come clean about Santa but not 
God.  We see them continuing 
to believe and persist.  We go to 
church and see people believing.  
We see others around us believ-
ing.  So we put our doubts aside 
and keep following the crowd 
until eventually we convince 
ourselves.  And it’s very hard to 
go against social norms for an 
adult, let alone a child.  

Quoting Darrow

E-mail Dave at opinion@dailytitan.com
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Reality TV is Just Getting Really Annoying

Dear Tyler, How are you?  I hope you are doing well.  Back here in Cali-
fornia, I’m doing fine.

I write to you that I am doing fine, but I’m not exactly fine.  I don’t tell 
you how my stomach turns in knots from the constant worrying.  I don’t 
tell you about the looks I get from people upon seeing your dog tags jin-
gling around my neck—the looks of pity that say “you poor thing, must 
be tough,” when they have no idea.  I don’t tell you about the countless 
guys who think that because you are deployed, I must be available.  And 
I don’t tell you about the looks accusing me of being easy for dating a 
military man, and even more foolish to be waiting for you faithfully for 
eight months.  You don’t need to know, you already have enough stress.  
Instead, I mention the weather and I tell you about my classes.

Thank you for the letter.  I received it today.  I practically grabbed it from 
the mailman’s hands.  You have no idea how excited I was to hear from you.  

Whether you have an idea or not, one thing is certain: Every letter, 
e-mail and phone call I receive from you reinforces the twinkle in my 
eyes.  Most importantly, it reinforces the fact that you’re alive.  It puts 
my worrying at ease, if only for the length of time it takes me to read the 
letter or for how long our conversation lasts.

I’m so glad that you are alive.  I’m sorry that you had to go through that 
traumatizing accident, but you’re OK and that is the most important part.

My body froze as my mind raced when I received the phone call from 
your mom, telling me that your Humvee was hit by a roadside bomb.  As 
tears stained my shirt, I prayed to God that you are alive.  I didn’t know 
what to do next, so I continued praying.  I felt so hopeless that I couldn’t 
be there with you.  My heart broke, knowing you had to go through 
such a traumatic experience.  Yet I knew that no matter what happened 
I would be there for you.

If there’s anything you need, let me know.

I’ve come to master the art of making care packages.  Moist wipes—
check.  Candy—check.  Red Bull—check.  Mushy love letter scented 
with my perfume—check.  

I cannot believe that seven months have passed since you left.  It seems like yesterday 
I was driving out to the 29 Palms Marine Corps Base to say goodbye.

These have been the longest seven months of my 21 years of life.  Days 

In an open letter to her boyfriend, Marine Lance 
Cpl. Tyler Richards, who is currently deployed in 
the Anbar province of Iraq, Aleksandra Wojtalewicz 
reflects on what it’s like to have a loved one at war:

drag, feeling like weeks, especially when days pass before receiving a 
phone call or e-mail.  That’s when the worry and stress set in.  Every 
minor thing—from a Marine Corps bumper sticker, an American Flag, 
to passing a Taco Bell (your favorite fast food)—bring my thoughts to 
you and your safety.  

I can’t wait to hear from you again.  Hearing your voice makes my day.  
I’m sad that it won’t be until late April that I get to hear from you since you 
are going off on an operation this weekend.

Yet even the long-awaited phone calls can be bittersweet.  Before we 
even exchanged holiday greetings this past Christmas, you interrupted 
the jolly mood with “I’m going on a major operation for at least three 
weeks.  You won’t hear from me until I come back.”  So much for the 
holiday cheer.  I felt like the Grinch for the rest of the day.  And now you 
tell me that I won’t be able to talk to you for over a month.  It feels like 
the September day I had to say bye to you all over again.  The thought 
of not knowing how you are doing due to the lack of communication at 
your new location makes my stomach turn.  I pray every day for God to 
shield you from harm, as he has done in the past months. 

Two more months till you come home—I can’t wait!  I miss you so much!

My countdown to your homecoming began the day you left in Sep-
tember.  My heart sank when I learned your six month deployment got 
extended to eight months after President Bush announced his plan to 
send 20,000 additional troops to Iraq, making my eagerness to see you 
again greater.  What will I wear?  Will we just pick up where we left off?  
Have I changed while you have been away?  Have you changed?  

Although the fact that I will be unable to hear from you for a month 
breaks my heart, I try to stay positive—after that’s done, you come back 
home a week later, and I will finally be able to jump into your arms once 
again.  I’m looking forward to the time we will get to spend together—
our planned trips and just sitting around doing nothing together.  I can’t 
wait to finally spend the holidays that you missed these past months with 
you—Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Year’s, Easter and my birthday.  

You are always in my thoughts and prayers.  I cannot wait till late April 
when I get to hear your voice again.  I love you Tyler.

I sign my name and place the folded letter in an envelope.  I neatly 
print the military address.  I feel more relaxed.  For the time spent writ-
ing my letter, worries escaped my mind and I felt like you were near me.  
Yet it was just your dog tags, the cool metal brushing against my chest.

         Love,
 

      Aleksandra

ASI Election Process 
a Disappointment

By John SaKaTa
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

It is a sordid, absurd turn the ASI 
elections have taken as it winds down 
to the final day.  After last week’s 
election resulted in no conclusive 
decision, yesterday and today’s vote 
will decide who the next ASI presi-
dent will be.  This week, both camps 
came out ready for war.

On Wednesday, the Javier Gam-
boa campaign caught Heather Wil-
liams off guard, attracting attention 
by handing out pizza. Today, the 
Williams campaign will be handing 
out Red Bull.

“Even though they get free pizza, 
they are not forced to vote for us,” 
Linda Vasquez, Gamboa’s vice presi-
dential running mate, said.  “If they 
hear what we say and they don’t like 
it, they can vote for other candidates 
if they like.”

Make no mistake, all of this is 
politics.  Elections are the science 
of winning. The mudslinging has 
just been replaced with a food fight 
in this runoff.  The pizza is not only 
food but a political weapon used in 
exchange for students’ time. Each 
campaign is financed by the candi-
dates, sponsors and supporters with 
no contributions by school.

“If you can’t afford it, you have 
to find another way to spread the 
word,”Williams said.

But it becomes problematic when 
the voice of conscious voters are 
made moot because a pizza can buy 
12 votes.  Each campaign is financed 
by the candidates, sponsors and sup-

porters with no contributions by 
school.  One vote, your vote, doesn’t 
matter.  The effects of the past week, 
handing out pizza and other incen-
tives to hungry college students, hin-
ders the efforts of campaign mobili-
zation efforts and turns the election 
into a crap shoot with scores of votes 
handed away for whatever camp will 
buy them lunch.

It fuels an ideology for future 
presidential candidates, that sub-
stance doesn’t matter in running 
future ASI elections.  The elections 
focus on giveaways and food.  It 
leads future campaigns down a trail 
of frivolousness and degrades a very 
important position that holds seri-
ous responsibilities.

Exactly how these giveaways im-
pact the election, we may not know.  
The Gamboa/ Vasquez campaign has 
actively lined up the votes of clubs 
and fraternities while the Williams/
Schlaufman campaign MySpace lists 
support from ASI board members. 
Williams also said she has talked to 
students living in the dormitories.

The “political tactics” this week 
work wholly against the spirit of de-
mocracy this election is supposed to 
be based on.  The elections should be 
based on more than food. In the ab-
sence of student interest, it’s under-
standable but a sad exercise that casts 
a shadow of dubiousness around the 
eventual winner.  It makes a mock-
ery of the democratic process and 
something needs to be changed.  

When the ASI president goes to 
Sacramento to represent the stu-
dents, it shouldn’t be thanks to a call 
and 50 pizzas.

BY LaURen MCKinneY
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Remember the shows “Tempta-
tion Island” and “Paradise Hotel?”  
They were the first reality TV shows 
I remember watching when the re-

ality craze first started a few years 
back.  I felt so trashy watching peo-
ple cheat on their significant others 
and backstab their friends, but they 
were so addictive!

Since then, I have watched such 
shows as “I Love New York,” “The 
Bachelor,” “Who Wants to Marry a 
Millionaire?” and “Extreme Make-

over,” just like the majority of the 
population.  After spending count-
less hours of my life watching these 
shows, I have grown to hate watch-
ing stupid programs with guys and 
slutty girls running around getting 
drunk and acting like fools.

I’m not going to lie; I still love 
many reality TV shows and watch 
them religiously to this day.  I love 
“The Amazing Race” and my boy-
friend and I are seriously thinking of 
auditioning for the next installment.  
“Extreme Makeover: Home Edi-
tion” is a close second and “Danc-
ing with the Stars” comes in third.  
All of these shows give me a sense of 
anticipation to see what is going to 
happen next, and sometimes I end 
up crying at the end. When a show 
can make a viewer cry, I consider it 
a decent one.

Call me a dork, but I like the shows 
that have people doing something 
non-destructive to one another and 
in the case of “Extreme Makeover: 
Home Edition,” doing something 
for the betterment of others.  

Let’s get serious, trying to get an 
engagement ring from a guy you’ve 
known a month, and acting like it’s 
the end of the world if you don’t get 
a rose, is a little ridiculous to watch. 
I remember watching “The Bach-
elor“ with my mom last season and 
she was astonished at the stupidity 
of the girls, all drunk and having 
cat fights between breakdowns and 
tirades. “The Bachelor” seems to be 
more pathetic each season by featur-
ing low-class women trying to marry 
out of their league.

And let’s not forget “America’s 
Next Top Model.” 

Tyra used to be a symbol of a 
beautiful, accomplished woman and 
was a role model for young women.  
Now she is nothing but a has-been 
model whose mission in life is to 
convince models not to starve them-
selves while simultaneously judging 
them. 

“The Real World” is the longest 
lasting reality show on TV today.  I 
guess millions of people love watch-
ing people get drunk, have sex and 
get into fights. It just makes Amer-
ica’s youth look stupid and I guess 
we’re stupid for watching it.  I’m 
sure most students could find better 
ways to spend their time than to be 
watching people compete in point-
less challenges during midweek re-
runs. 

Bottom line, most reality TV dat-
ing shows have become a medium 

for young adults and more specifi-
cally, young girls, to get famous.  A 
perfect example is the show “I Love 
New York.”  “New York” never would 
have become famous and had a show 
if she didn’t sleep with Flava Flav on 
his own outlandish reality show.  

To be perfectly honest, I have 
watched all of these shows that I’m 
bashing.  For some sick reason, I 
like watching people look stupid 
on TV and reality shows wouldn’t 
be so popular if the rest of the na-
tion didn’t like it too.  But enough 
is enough!

Enough with the shows featuring 
young adults doing stupid stupid 
challenges and competing against 
one another to win a date.  Let’s in-
vest our time doing more productive 
things than watching the demise of 
other people’s dignity.
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Student balances 15 units and work all while caring for her 18-month-old son

By April VAlenciA
Daily Titan Staff Writer
introspect@dailytitan.com

Cal State Fullerton senior Patricia 
Brambila doesn’t want anyone feel-
ing sorry for her.

She has a family, a steady job, a 
graduation to look forward to and 
definite career goals she intends to 
accomplish.

But unlike most full-time stu-
dents, Brambila, 23, also has an 
18-month-old son she is raising by 
herself.

Confident that motherhood 
should not end her educational 
goals, Brambila focuses her last se-
mester on balancing a full load of 
classes, trying to get into the creden-
tial program and being Alejandro 
Brambila’s full-time mommy.

When Brambila became pregnant 
in early 2004, she knew there was 
only one choice.

“I was going to have my son, and 
that was it,” said the child and ado-
lescent studies major.

Born on Sept. 4, 2005, Alejan-
dro became Brambila’s motivation 
to graduate, land a career in special 
education and prove to others she 
can break a stereotype often associ-
ated with being a single mother.

“I’m not like everyone predicted 
… uneducated, financially unstable 
and dependent on the government’s 
help,” said Brambila who attributes 
her financial success to a savings ac-
count she used to help her through 
her struggles.

“[Single mothers] can succeed. 
I’m going to graduate this May and 
hopefully I’ll get into the credential 
program,” she said.

Despite her confidence, she ad-
mits motherhood comes with hard-
ships, especially when it comes to 
juggling homework assignments, 
exams and Alejandro’s play time.

“My son is at a playful age and at 

night when he sees me, he thinks he 
can get up and play,” Brambila said.

But it is during these nights when 
Brambila uses her free time to fin-
ish up homework or study for ex-
ams. The earliest she gets to bed is 
midnight, but depending on how 
much work she needs to complete, 
she sometimes will not sleep until 2 
or 3 a.m. Some nights, she doesn’t 
sleep at all.

“When it comes to studying for 
exams it gets real bad,” Brambila 
said. “It always feels like I’m being 
rushed.”

Two weeks into this semester, 
Brambila said balancing school and 
work got tougher than usual.

Brambila came down with a severe 
cold, while Alejandro was rushed to 
the emergency room for a stomach 
virus.

“The stress level was really bad, 

at times I felt like dropping school,” 
she said.

After missing two days of classes, 
Brambila caught up on sleep and 
homework.

“[Patricia] is more stressed be-
cause of classes, homework and 
Alejandro,” said Dolores Brambila, 
Patricia’s mother. “Sometimes I feel 
bad because I push her … ‘Try, try 
harder,’ I tell her. She is a fighter, and 
I think I take advantage of that.”

But Brambila sees it differently.
“If anything I push myself,” she 

said. “I’ve planned many things in 
my life like getting my bachelor’s de-
gree, credentials and [possibly] my 
master’s, so in a sense I’m pressuring 
myself to finish my goals.”

In addition to taking 15 units, 

Play Date- Patricia Brambila and her 18-month-old son Alejandro Brambila play on a slide. 
photos By cAmeron pemstein/Daily titan staff photographer

School life- Brambila, a child and adolescent studies major, is currently enrolled 
in 15 units at CSUF. When Brambila is not at school and not playing with her son 
Alejandro, she is working at Senor Campos, a family-owned restaurant in La Habra.

see pArents - pAGe 7
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(From Page 6)
Brambila works four-days-a-week at 
Senor Campos in La Habra, a fam-
ily-owned Mexican restaurant where 
she has been seating and serving 
hungry patrons for more than six 
years. 

Although Brambila feels the 
stress of busy days, close friend and 
co-worker Lucia Armenderez said 
Brambila does not let pressure over-
whelm her.

“[At times] it’s more of an emo-
tional stress, but she keeps her com-
posure,” said Armenderez, 22, who 
has worked with Brambila for six 
years. “In private she would disclose 
her emotions, but at work she always 
kept a professional perspective.”

Armenderez also said Brambila 
has learned how to organize her 
priorities which has made her inde-
pendent and responsible despite the 
struggles.

“She’s pretty punctual and she 
never waits until the last minute to 
find a babysitter,” Armenderez said. 
“She knows how to manage her time, 
and that shows how organized she is 
as a mother and as a person.”

While Armenderez notes that 
Brambila successfully juggles the 
pressures, Assistant Director for the 
CSUF Children’s Center Beverly 
Vargish said finding that balance is 
often the biggest issue for parents.

“The hardest part is trying to bal-
ance the needs of the families, chil-
dren and extended families,” said 
Vargish, who at one time was a single 
mother herself.

Although Vargish has only known 
Brambila for a year and usually only 
sees her as she drops off and picks up 
Alejandro from the center, Vargish 
knows, first-hand the pressures of 
being a full-time mom.

“There are so many things to bal-
ance … school, homework, baby … 
something’s got to give,” she said. “In 
the short-run, it always feels like so 
much, like [the parents] are putting 
themselves in front of the children, 
but in the long-run the education is 
for the child.”

pArents: A BAlAncinG Act

SPliSh SPlaSh - “He’s a water baby, I can’t explain it he just has a fascination of water,” said Patricia Brambila. 
With all of the playground toys at his disposal he kept coming back to this water fountain.

photos By cAmeron pernstein/Daily titan staff photographer

Brambila said she does seem to 
find balance, but she admits that she 
sometimes feels she is missing out on 
fully experiencing motherhood.

“I feel that because I’m away from 
[Alejandro] for school and work I’m 
not doing the traditional way of rais-
ing a child,” she said of the times she 
leaves him home with her mother or 
at the Children’s Center. “I wish I 
had more time devoted with him.”

Since Brambila and Alejandro 
separate each morning at 9:30 – him 
to socialize with other toddlers at the 
Children’s Center, and her to class 
– she said she especially values the 
time spent with her son.

“The times we are together makes 
up for the times we are not togeth-
er,” she said. “We do everything to-
gether. I don’t go anywhere without 
him.”

Vargish relates to Brambila’s situ-
ation, adding that parents desire to 
spend those formative years with 
their child.

“It’s hard to miss those important 
milestones, like first steps and first 
words,” Vargish said. “It’s also hard 
to see their child being sad when 
they leave them in the morning [at 
day care].”

During her school hours, Bram-
bila takes her son to the Children’s 
Center while she attends class. When 

she goes to work, her mother looks 
after him.

“My mom has a lot of over respon-
sibilities, and I sometimes feel that 
my son and I are extra baggage,” said 
Brambila, whose mother accepts no 
payment for caring for Alejandro.

Brambila’s mother said she doesn’t 
feel she deserves payment.

“I’m here to help, to make [Patri-
cia] feel good,” she said.

Whether at school, work, or play-
ing in the park with her son, Bram-
bila knows the importance of hard 
work.

“I think now that I do have my 
son, there’s even a better reason to 
succeed and to prove others wrong.” 
she said. “It is possible to succeed.”

Despite her current struggles, 
Brambila hopes to own her own 
house so Alejandro can enjoy play-
ing in a large backyard, perhaps with 
siblings. But for now, Brambila is 
concentrating on one goal at a time. 
Up next: the credential program.

Brambila shares a bond with Ale-
jandro that cannot be replaced, she 
said.

“Everyone says the best part of 
[being a mom] is when they say, ‘I 
love you,’” Brambila said. “But re-
ally, his eyes just say, ‘Aww.’ When 
he looks into [my] eyes … that is 
rewarding.”

far left - 
Brambila said Alejandro 
is a handful. “I am 
constantly watching 
out for him.” Alejaudro 
climbs the stairs at Oster 
Park in La Habra while 
Brambila watches out for 
him.

left -
Brambila leaves her son 
Alejandro at Cal State 
Fullerton’s Children 
Center to study in the 
library or attend class. 
Before she leaves, she gives 
him a goodbye kiss and 
tells him she will be back 
to pick him up after class.



By Misa NguyeN
Daily Titan Staff Writer
introspect@dailytitan.com

Three-year-old Alexander Bow-
man begins his morning eating 
breakfast with his mommy and 
daddy before they all head off to Cal 
State Fullerton.

“OK, we are leaving now, bye,” 
they tell Alexander as they leave him 
at the Children’s Center. Alexander 
is entertained by activities in the 
center, so David Bowman and his 
wife Kristin Weaver-Bowman have 
to remind him that they are in the 
room.

“He absolutely loves it,” Kristin 
said. “If he is out sick or there’s no 
school because of Spring Break or 
something, he really wants to go.” 

The Children’s Center, a program 
of Associated Students Inc., offers 
parents a place to drop off their chil-
dren before they start their school 
day.

Located near the Physical Plant 
on State College Boulevard., the 
Children’s Center provides an en-
vironment where children build 
their social, physical and intellectual  
skills through interaction with  
adults, other children and materi-
als that interest and challenge them, 
said Betsy Gibbs, director of the cen-
ter.

Gibbs said the goal of the pro-
gram is to give children choices and 
build self-esteem through making 
their own choices.

“When it comes to helping chil-
dren reach developmental goals, 
cognitive development, physical 
development, social-emotional de-

velopment, it may be in just the 
way the teachers set up the environ-
ment so children have lots of choices 
and they can choose the activity 
that interests them and help them  
develop in those areas,” said Beverly 
Vargish, assistant director of the cen-
ter. 

The center currently cares for 127 
children of students, 34 children of 
faculty and staff, three children of 
ASI staff and seven children of the 
community. According to a recent 
parent survey conducted by the cen-
ter, parents that use the facility view 
the program as more of a child de-
velopment center, rather than a day-

care or a preschool. 
Many parents are also actively 

involved in the center, helping with 
the “Tickets for Tots” spring fund-
raiser.

Vargish said the center works hard 
to provide a consistent teaching staff 
which assures the development of 
positive relationships between teach-
ers, children and parents. 

 “We’re lucky in that we are able 
to staff our classrooms not just to 
what is required by licensing, but 
because we have the availability of 
interns from the university, we’re of-
ten able to have that extra person in 
the classroom,” Vargish said. 

Interns are given a hands-on expe-
rience with the children at the center 
and are required to complete 60 to 
120 hours of fieldwork after their 
staff training. 

Plans for a new children’s center 
are being set by a building com-
mittee including, Gibbs from the 
Children’s Center, Fred Sanchez, ex-
ecutive director of the Titan Student 
Union, ASI and Michael Smith, 
director, Office of Design and Con-
struction. 

“The Children’s Center is paid 
for and run by ASI. We are working 
closely with Design and Construc-
tion to construct the new center,” 
said Paul Rumberger, ASI’s director 
of administration.

The new facility will be able to 
accept more children into their pro-
gram, Smith said.

“One of the most important 
things is the outside play area for the 
kids so we have these big, beautiful 
tress and we’re going to try to leave 
them,” Smith said. 
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The Children’s Center gives students, faculty and community parents an 
alternative to standard daycare

“

“

We’re lucky in that we 
are able to staff our 
classrooms not just 
to what is required 
by licensing, but 
because we have the 
availability of interns 
from the university.

– Beverly Vargish
Children’s Center Assistant Director

Left - Kristin Weaver-Bowman walks with her 
3-year-old son Alexander Bowman to the CSUF 
Children’s Center on Wednesday. Weaver-Bowman is 
a lecturer for the Geological Science Department.

Above - Alexander carries a book as he walks 
toward the Children’s Center. 

Photos By Jazzy graza/Daily titan staff Photographer
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Titan Gymnast Enjoys Debut Season

For many athletes looking to 
compete in college, the road to com-
petition is easy.

They have the athleticism required 
at the collegiate level and coaches 
know who they are coming out of 
high school.

Most know that they will be able 
to compete at the college level. They 
have the resources that are needed 
and the athletes are also shown the 
support needed to deal with the 
stresses that they will encounter.

Most, but not Cal State Fullerton 
gymnast Shannon Kawada.

As an 18-year-old freshman, 
Kawada made the Titan gymnastic 
team and performed surprisingly 
well this past season, helping the 
Titans to a fifth place finish at the 
Western Athletic Conference gym-
nastics championships and earning 
all-conference honors.  

But the road to making the team 
seemed as if it was written as a fea-
ture film script.

Kawada first started gymnastics as 
a 9-year-old at a small gym in Re-
dondo Beach and quickly worked 
her way up to their team program.

She was shown the love and sup-
port she needed by her mom who 
raised her by herself. 

She continued on in gymnastics 
while she attended North High 
School in Torrance, Calif. but came 
to the realization that a future in 
gymnastics wasn’t likely.

“I was already a senior in high 
school and I was quite sure that I 
had no future in doing collegiate 
gymnastics,” Kawada said.

But she still had a chance with a 
regional competition in the future.

Though she was a longshot, 
Kawada went into the meet with an 
optimistic outlook, competing hard-
er than she ever had.

This was the one chance that she 
would be given to show what she 
could do and feel no pressure of dis-
appointing anyone.

She was in it for the love of gym-
nastics.

“Shannon has so much passion 
for gymnastics,” said Jean Kawada, 
Shannon’s mom.  “By the time she 
was a senior in high school and only 
a Level 9 gymnast, she wasn’t sure 
if there would be any school that 
would accept her in gymnastics.  I 
told her to just do the best she could 
and something great will happen. 
And it did!”

And as that typical movie story-
line would go, with the confidence 
she had in herself plus the support of 
her mom, Kawada won the meet.

“Regionals was the event that 
changed my life,” Kawada said. “All 
of my hard work and belief in myself 
paid off because I had won.”

With success in the regional meet 
came the chance that Kawada would 
need to advance her gymnastics ca-
reer.

Jill Hicks, then the assistant coach 
but now head coach of the CSUF 
gymnastics team, took an interest in 
Kawada, finding and learning about 
her on the Web and later contacting 
Kawada’s coach through an e-mail.

With Hicks impressed with what 
Kawada had done, a DVD of all her 
gymnastic skills was then put to-
gether and sent to Hicks as part of a 

pitch to get Kawada to CSUF.
“Most of our recruits are Level 

10 or elite,” Hicks said. “However, I 
noticed her scores on all four events 
were very high and very consistent.”

Hicks was amazed with Kawada 
right away, commenting on her 
beautiful lines and her form. 

She had great basics and showed 
passion for the sport that coaches 
love to see.

“I love to find girls like her. If 
they have that desire, you can teach 
them so much because they are not 
burned out,” Hicks said.  “They have 
the ability to learn so much because 
they have the foundation in their 
technique.” 

The rest has become history.
Kawada was given an opportunity 

to be on the team and she was quick 
to accept the offer.

“Before graduation time of my se-
nior year in high school, Jill called 
me and told me that I could be on 
the team. I was ecstatic,” Kawada 
said.

Being given a chance to compete 
at the next level is something that 
Kawada has taken great pride in. 

She works hard day in and day 
out to show Hicks that the chance 

she has been granted will not be a 
wasted one.

Kawada continues to impress her 
coach with her work ethic and posi-
tive attitude.

She came into the Titan program 
a full level behind the other girls and 
it was implied she would have to 
work extremely hard in order to be 
ready for college athletics.

Knowing what she was required 
to do, Kawada has done it, making 
an impact on the team and showing 
that she belongs.

“Shannon has had a huge impact 
on the team from day one,” Hicks 
said.  “She came into our training 
time in August very fit. She won 
most of our running drills and fit-
ness training.”

But it isn’t just the positive atti-
tude she brings to the team or the 
love of gymnastics that her coach has 
noticed.

It hasn’t been the skill that Kawa-
da has shown, the strength that she 
has or the intelligence it takes to be a 
college athlete.

It has been her drive and need to 
get better and be better.

Hicks said she has something 
special in Kawada and expects her 

future in gymnastics to be one that 
everyone will want to watch.

“I believe that by the time she 
is a senior, she will be one of the 
best gymnasts in the country on 
vault and she could become an all-
around for us next season,” Hicks 
said.  “She needs time and experi-
ence this season, but the years to 
come should be amazing for Shan-
non.  She is definitely someone to 
watch in the future.” 

So with the high praise from her 
coach, the support of her mom and 
the belief in herself that Kawada 
carries with her all the time, it seems 
that this movie script isn’t finished.

She still has three more years to 
push herself to new heights in gym-
nastics and add to the plot of her 
“underdog” story.

But how does she feel about 
what is happening in the pres-
ent moment? Kawada is extremely 
thankful for everything she has 
been given and is proud of all of her 
accomplishments.But to her, it still 
doesn’t feel quite real.

“This has all been a dream come 
true for me and I thank God every 
day for granting me this once in a 
lifetime experience,” Kawada said.

BY ANDREW SNYDER
Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

CSUF’s Shannon Kawada  
erases doubts and takes 
advantage of opportunity

BY KARl ThuNmAN/Daily Titan Photo Editor
A FRESHMAN SENSATION  – Cal State Fullerton freshman Shannon Kawada poses on the vaulting table at the 
CSUF Gymnasium. She also competes in the floor exercises and uneven parallel bars. 

Titans Softball  
looks to Clash With 
long Beach State

The Cal State Fullerton softball 
team will look to continue their 
impressive start in Big West play 
as they face Long Beach State this 
weekend at the 49er Softball Com-
plex.

The Titans (24-15, 6-0), winners 
of seven straight, have looked dom-
inant so far in league play, sweep-
ing Cal State Northridge and UC 
Santa Barbara.

Since losing five straight games 
early in March, the Titans have 
gone 10-2 in their past 12 games.

Titan Head Coach Michelle 
Gromacki credits the strong play 
to consistency, something that has 
been lacking during parts of the 
season.

“Obviously wins play a big role,” 
Gromacki said. “But our play has 
been consistent whether we win or 
lose.”

The schedule has not been kind 
to the  49ers (18-20, 2-4) as they 
are coming off a sweep at the hands 
of another school playing well as of 
late, Cal Poly. The 49ers ran into a 
Mustangs team that had won six of 
their last eight games, including a 
sweep against UC Riverside.  

Cal Poly’s 7-0 start has them tied 
for first place in the division.

The 49ers will need strong 
pitching from someone other than 
Bridgette Pagano, who has been 
the only consistent pitcher this sea-
son, posting a record of 12-8 with 
an ERA of 2.13.  

The rest of the staff has a com-
bined record of 6-12 and an ERA 
of 6.56.

For the Titans, pitchers Brooke 
Weekley, Candice Baker and Jessica 
Doucette look to play a big part in 
stifling Long Beach State’s batters. 

It could be a long weekend for 

the 49ers if they don’t get better 
pitching from the rest of their staff 
as the Titans offense has been get-
ting support from everyone in the 
lineup.

While Ashley Van Boxmeer is 
leading the way in almost every of-
fensive category, it has been the play 
of Kiki Munoz, Doucette, Courtney 
Martinez and Lauren Lupinetti that 
has had the biggest impact.

“It’s comforting and trusting to 
know that everyone is hitting,” Gro-
macki said. “It’s important the big 
hitters know that because now there 
is no pressure on them.”

Lupinetti took Big West Co-Play-
er of the Week honors for the first 
time this season.  

She ended the week with an aver-
age over .500, including a three-run 
homer in Saturday’s game.

Lupinetti joins Doucette as the 
only offensive players to receive Big 
West Player of the week honors this 
season.

The Titans’ 33 home runs rank 
them first in the Big West and their 
158 runs scored is third in the league 
behind Cal Poly and Pacific.

Defense has also been a key to the 
Titans success, as they have the best 
fielding percentage in the Big West 
(.974).

The 49ers have not had the same 
luck as they have the third worst 
fielding team in the division.

“We have a lot of talent,” Gro-
macki said.  “Our defense has been 
solid, and if our hitting stays around 
we have the pitching to be a con-
tender.”

The Titans have played well 
against the 49ers with an overall 
record of 65-40, including a 32-14 
record in Long Beach.

Game time for the first game on 
Saturday will be at 1 p.m. with the 
second game tentatively scheduled 
for 3 p.m.  Sunday’s finale will begin 
at 1 p.m. 

BY STEVEN WAlTERS
Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

BY KARl ThuNmAN/Daily Titan Photo Editor
RUMBLING IN  – Cal State Fullerton’s Ashley Van Boxmeer slides for 
second base in a game earlier this season. “It’s comforting and trusting to know 
that everyone is hitting,” CSUF Head Coach Michelle Gromacki said. “It’s 
important the big hitters know that because now there is no pressure on them.”  

Dice-K Outdueled
 Fans were treated to a great 

pitching performance in Daisuke 
Matsuzaka’s Fenway Park debut, 
only it was by Felix Hernandez.

Seattle’s pitching phenom didn’t 
allow a hit until J.D. Drew singled 
on his first pitch of the eighth in-
ning, and the Mariners beat the 
Boston Red Sox 3-0 Wednesday 
night in the heralded first major 
league matchup between Dice-K 
and Ichiro Suzuki.

“That’s fine for me when the guys 
all talk about him,” Hernandez said 
of Matsuzaka. “I just go out and do 
my best.”

The burly Hernandez (2-0), 
three days past his 21st birthday, 
pitched a one-hitter for his third 
complete game in 45 starts. 

Hernandez struck out six and 
walked two, retiring his first eight 
batters until walking Dustin Pe-
droia. 

He hasn’t allowed a run in 17 in-

nings this season.
And he wasn’t distracted by the 

hype about the pitcher the Red Sox 
invested $103 million in and who 
had started his major league career 
with a strong victory in Kansas City.

Before a crowd of 36,630, Mat-
suzaka (1-1) allowed three runs and 
eight hits in seven innings, striking 
out four and walking one.

“With all the hype going into this 
game with Matsuzaka and Ichiro,” 
Seattle manager Mike Hargrove said. 
“I kept in the back of my mind that 
people better not overlook our guy.”

The pregame hoopla focused on 
Matsuzaka’s first matchup in the ma-
jor leagues against Suzuki, another 
Japanese star.

In Japan, Suzuki was 8-for-34 
(.235) against Matsuzaka, including 
strikeouts in his first three at-bats. 

“He’s a hitter that I’ve wanted to 
face since my days in Japan,” Matsu-
zaka said, “so, compared to the other 
batters, I may have been a little more 
conscious of his at-bats.” 

Associated Press
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(From Page 14) 
it,” Brownell said.

In 2006 CSUF team member 
Michelle Young made it to the 
equestrian national championship. 

“I called Michelle after I quali-
fied to ask her what to expect at 
nationals, how classes are run, what 
are the events I don’t want to miss, 
stuff like that,” Brownell said. “But 
as far as easing the nerves or mak-
ing it easier to get there - no, hav-
ing someone go last year does not 
help.” 

Brownell is making sure that she 

is in great condition to compete. 
“I’ll be riding and practicing as 

much as possible. And contrary to 
what most people might think, rid-
ers, or at least good riders, are ath-
letes,” Brownell said. “You better 
believe my butt is going to be work-
ing out in the gym almost every day 
leading up to the big competition.” 

The team at CSUF is still a grow-
ing team in the collegiate ranks. 

“I am so excited to be bringing 
CSUF to the national competition 
once again, “ Brownell said in a press 
release. “We may be a small team but 
I think this shows how great we are 
as competitors.”

EQuESTRIANS: mOVING uP

BY AlINE lESSNER/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

A HUGE ACCOMPLISHMENT  – Cal State Fullerton equestrian Tracy 
Brownell gets a hug after walking to the exhibition field where she received first 
place. “It was like a dream,” Brownell said in a press release from the team.  

Read the Daily Titan 
Online www.dailytitan.com

Weighing in on the NHL’s Second Season

A lot of playoff buzz is swirling 
around the sports world. There is less 
than a week left in the NBA regular 
season and both the Lakers and the 
Clippers are fighting for their playoff 
lives. Another league, though, had 
their playoffs begin yesterday – the 
NHL.

Since the strike season hockey has 
seen a dramatic drop in ratings and 
attendance, nothing we don’t already 
know. Plus, it doesn’t help that the 
NHL is on a channel called Versus, 
which a lot of households in South-
ern California don’t get. Whether 
you’re a diehard hockey fan, or it’s 
the first hockey game you’ve ever 
seen. 

Right now is the best time to 
watch a hockey game. The playoffs 
are what hockey is really about. 

Every shift matters and everything 
intensifies. This is the time when re-

ally good hockey is played. 
Here in Orange County there is a 

team just down the 57 that has a re-
ally good chance to win the Stanley 
Cup. 

The Anaheim Ducks were one of 
the better teams this year. 

In the first round of the playoffs 
in the Western 
C o n f e r e n c e 
the Ducks face 
the Minnesota 
Wild a team 
that also had a 
really good sea-
son. 

Both teams 
had the best 
seasons in their 
existence this 
year. 

This should 
be an exciting 
series to watch. 

The Ducks are a physical team 
that when things are going good can 
score a lot of goals. They also have 
the ability to shut down any team on 
any given night. 

The trio of Andy McDonald, 
Teemu Selanne and Chris Kunitz 
will lead the Ducks’ offensive attack.  
Defensively, the Ducks are led by 
goalie Jean-Sebastien Giguere and 

two of the best defensemen in the 
NHL Scott Niedermayer and Chris 
Pronger. 

Their goal is to shut down star 
player Marian Gaborik, who when 
healthy can be one of the best offen-
sive players in the league. 

The big question in this series is the 
Wild goaltend-
ing. Niklas Back-
strom is a rookie 
in the NHL and 
will face his first 
NHL playoff ac-
tion. Backstrom 
though, spent 
the early part 
of his career in 
the Finnish Elite 
League and isn’t 
really a rookie.

While there 
are a few interest-
ing playoff pair-

ings this year, the other one that 
might catch the eye of some CSUF 
students is the series between the 
San Jose Sharks and the Nashville 
Predators, seeing as to there are a lot 
of people from up north that go to 
CSUF.

Sharks goalie Evgeni Nabokov en-
ters the playoffs as one of the leagues 
hottest goalies. 

Like the Ducks, the Sharks have 
a good bunch of young players 
mixed in with veterans. Leading 
the Sharks is the ever-dangerous 
Joe Thornton. Thornton when he 
is given time will make opponents 
pay. 

Patrick Marleau and Jonathan 
Cheechoo should also provide 
some offense against a young Pred-
ator defense.   

The Predators who for a while 
were the best team in the NHL, 
points wise, have the talent offen-
sively to score a lot of goals. The ac-
quisition of Peter Forsberg, so long 
as he stays healthy, could make the 
Predators a strong contender for 
the cup. 

Both teams in this series have 
two very good goalies. It is the 
young people that play in front of 
them that is the question in this 
series. 

San Jose is a very young team, 
and Nashville has a young group of 
defensemen, the question of the se-
ries is which team’s group of young 
guys will perform better now that 
every second matters? 

Spend the $5 or whatever the 
cost is to get Versus and watch 
playoff hockey, you may find out 
that you’re a fan after you watch.         

BY ChRIS RAmIREZ
Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

A Daily Titan staff writer 
explains how right now is 
the time to watch hockey 

“

“

Every shift matters and 
everything intensfies. 
This is the time when 
really good hockey is 
played. 

– Chris Ramirez
Daily Titan Staff Writer
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  I m O
BY Jaime Cardenas

Racism still exists. It’s just hid-
den better. Racism is no longer 
dressed in a white sheet with a 
pointy hat. Racism no longer 
wears a swastika patch on its arm.

Instead, racism hides itself in 
nicely tailored suits. It hides itself 
as a pro-diversity entity that plays 
golf on the weekends in a country 
club that 
e x c l u d e s 
minorities.

Most of 
us would 
like to 
b e l i e v e 
that rac-
ism ended 
when Dr. 
Martin Lu-
ther King 
Jr. gave his 
“I Have A 
Dream Speech.” 

But the days of people coming 
out and spewing some over-the-
top racist words are still not over.

Take Don Imus, the racist radio 
personality that hides his racism in 
a veil of humor.  Calling a group 
of mostly black girls “nappy-head-
ed hos” is one that you shouldn’t 
say. Not even as a joke.

Should that alone to get any-
body fired? Yes. Should the fact 
that he has a history for doing 
things like that get him fired? 

Absolutely.
A line has been drawn and you 

are either for Imus keeping his job 
or for Imus getting fired. And, 
right now, there are more people 
on the latter side of the line.

Imus has already lost two big 
sponsors, Proctor and Gamble 
and Staples. 

Now MSNBC has stepped up 
and dropped Imus’ television si-
mulcasts. 

Some might think that people 

are overreacting. But, then again, 
some people don’t know what 
they are talking about. 

Unless you’ve experienced rac-
ism, you probably don’t get why 
what Imus said is offensive. 

There will be the urge to sim-
ply categorize Imus’ remarks as 
poor taste or a joke-gone wrong. 

But let’s not 
be ignorant 
about it. Imus’ 
remarks were 
racist, and to 
try to hide it 
as bad comedy 
is to ignore the 
fact that rac-
ism still exists.

To disregard 
what Imus said 
as simply a bad 
joke is to be 

racist yourself. Let me repeat that 
because I want to make this clear 
– to downplay what Imus said as a 
bad joke is to be racist.

What Imus called the Univer-
sity of Rutgers’ women’s basket-
ball team is deplorable and inex-
cusable. Why? Because as Rutgers 
coach C. Vivian Stringer said in 
a news conference Tuesday, “This 
is more than just about the Rut-
gers women’s basketball team, it’s 
about all women.”

And to expand on that, it’s 
about all minorities.

“We can’t just forgive and for-
get because it’s a slip of the tongue 
when this person is in a position 
to speak on the airwaves,” Stringer 
continued. “I just don’t know how 
anyone could have heard this and 
not have been personally hurt or 
offended.” 

Jaime Cardenas’ columns appear 
every Thursday 

jcar@csu.fullerton.edu

There is Nothing Funny About Racism 

“

“

Some might think that 
people are overreacting. 
But then again, some 
people don’t know what 
they are talking about.

CSUF Equestrian Qualifies to Go to Nationals 

Jumping barriers is part of Tracy 
Brownell’s life as she is representing 
the Cal State Fullerton Titan eques-
trian team for the second consecu-
tive year in the Intercollegiate Horse 
show Association National Champi-
onship.

Brownell will be competing in the 
intermediate Fences class at IHSA 
Nationals on May 3 in West Spring-
field Massachusetts. 

She will compete against 17 of the 
best riders in the nation. 

“It was like a dream,” Brownell 
said in a press release from the 
CSUF team. “ I honestly could not 
believe it happening. I kept waiting 
for someone to wake me up and tell 
me the competition had not hap-
pened yet.”

It was a like miracle for Brownell 
as she was given another chance after 
a jumping technicality in the match 
leading to the nationals. 

Her re-ride was better than before 
letting her advance into the Top 3 of 
her division. Each person was given 
a different horse and the riders were 
held from seeing the track and barri-
ers that awaited them.

“The call back was intense,” 
Brownell said through the press re-
lease. “We are told to face away from 
the arena so that we could not see 
the jumps and the test was read to 
us. The hardest part was that we 
were not allowed to watch the other 
riders complete their test to see what 
worked and what did not.” 

In the upcoming nationals, 
Brownell is faced with some of the 
best riders in the country. What does 
she bring to the table in this com-
petition?

“I don’t make excuses,” Brownell 
said through an e-mail interview. 
“When most people have a bad ride 

they then have an excuse to go along 
with it. If I have a bad ride I don’t 
make excuses for what went wrong 
or what happened I simply correct 
them. I think that helps me in the 
long run because it makes me a 

stronger and smarter rider.”
Brownell said that her mother 

was a great help in becoming a role 
model throughout her life. 

“She was always one to give it to 
me straight if my friends and I were 

in a fight. She sometimes would side 
with them which helped me learn 
how to take criticism and build from 

BY PATRICK ChAVIS
For the Daily Titan

sports@dailytitan.com

Tracy Brownell makes 
the right moves to place 
place first and move on

BY AlINE lESSNER/Daily Titan Staff Photographer
JUMPING OVER – Cal State Fullerton equestrian Tracy Brownell qualified for the national competition in the indi-
vidual intermediate equitation over fences Saturday at the Pomona Fairplex, leapfrogging past eight other riders. 

SEE EQuESTRIANS - PAGE 12


