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Cops taser student 
at Kerry speech

GAINESVILLE, Fla. (AP) 
– Video of police Tasering a per-
sistent questioner of Sen. John 
Kerry became an Internet and 
TV sensation Tuesday, generating 
fierce debate about free speech 
and the motives of the college 
student involved – a known 
prankster who often posts practi-
cal jokes online.

University of Florida President 
Bernie Machen said Monday’s 
takedown, in which the student 
loudly yelled, “Don’t Tase me, 
bro!” was “regretful.” He asked 
for a state probe of campus police 
actions and placed two officers on 
leave.

The student in the middle of 
it all, 21-year-old Andrew Meyer, 
had no comment after he was 
released on his recognizance on 
various charges following a night 
in jail.

But details from his online 
writings and videos raised the 
question of whether his harangue 
during the forum was genuine or 
some kind of stunt.

Meyer, a senior telecommuni-
cations major from the Fort Lau-
derdale suburb of Weston, has a 
Web site featuring several home-
made videos.

The site also has what is called 
a “disorganized diatribe” attrib-
uted to Meyer that criticizes the 
Iraq war, the news media for not 
covering the conflict enough and 
the American public for paying 
too much attention to celebrity 
news.

Another site had pictures of 
Meyer licking a woman’s face 
and making a suggestive pose as 
he stood behind a fake cow. The 
site listed his activities as “getting 
wasted” and “being ridiculous.”

YOUTUBE: STUDENT
BRUTALLY TASERED

This shaky clip shows a Uni-
versity of Florida student being 
forcefully removed and tasered by 
police after badgering Sen. John 
Kerry during a question and an-
swer session. The student never 
stops talking, even after the po-
lice standing behind him tell him 
to let Kerry answer his question. 
As they drag him out, he begins 
screaming and pleading with the 
police and surrounding audience 
members, who gasp in horror as 
he is pinned down and tasered.  
Duration: 3:55

Correction
Due to a reporting error, A.Y. 
‘Fred’ Ramirez was misidenti-
fied in the article entitled “Pol-
lak Library to pay tribute to lu-
minaries,” in the Sept. 18 issue. 
Ramirez is actually an associate 
professor of Secondary Education 
at Cal State Fullerton. The Daily 
Titan regrets this error.

TiTan baTTalion 
Finds iTs way

ROTC students take a trip down to Camp 
Pendleton to learn land navigation training

Nearly 60 Cal State Fullerton ROTC cadets headed to Camp Pendleton 
Marine Corps Base in San Diego for land navigation training. Cadet 
John Pak looked forward to the three-hour training.

“This [exercise] should be fun because I’m here with friends. Jenny 
Craig doesn’t have shit on ROTC. This is the real workout here,” Pak said.

During the 35-minute drive to the marine base last Friday, Instructor Master 
Sgt. Dan Sturgell commanded the 56-passenger bus as if it were a military tank, 
maneuvering to different lanes and turning at sharp curbs at 65 mph with surpris-
ing ease.

While bracing themselves, the cadets were each given  a plastic bag with a pro-
tractor, pencil and topographic map. 

Eighties music played with such deafening frequency that cadets have to scream 
at each other to be heard.

Smiling, Pak explained it depends on Sturgell’s mood if he wants to lower the 
volume. Pak has been with ROTC for three years, now a junior on his seventh trip 
to Camp Pendleton for land navigation training.

“I want to be responsible, become a leader,” Pak said. “I want to have the oppor-
tunity to see the world and this is a chance to do it all, here at ROTC.”

Top- Cal State Fullerton ROTC Cadet Matthew Bern is surveying Camp Pendleton off Basilone Road. 
Above - Cadet/1st Lt. David Wurbel, Cadet Bern and Cadet Maj. Brian Van Breeman.   

BY RAE NgUYEN/Daily Titan Staff Writer

BY RAE NgUYEN
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

news@dailytitan.com

See ROTC, Page 2

Depressed real estate market hinders job opportunities

BY CHRiSTiN DAviS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

As the real estate market continues 
to flinch at the nationwide talk of a 
crisis, Cal State Fullerton students are 
not concerned about finding work in 
the industry.

“The real estate market is just like 
every other business – it goes up and 
down,” said senior Ramon Cardenas, 
a finance major who also works as a 
real estate agent for RE/MAX online. 
“100 percent financing is going away, 
the prices will drop a bit more and 
banks will start refinancing. It’s not a 
bad market.”

In recent years, home buyers have 
displayed financial overconfidence 
in purchasing property and many 
borrowed against their homes while 
property prices towered. When the 
so-called “housing bubble” burst, 
home prices decreased and left many 
owners holding negative equity – 
mortgage debt higher than the value 
of the property.

After a boom, house prices have depreciated over the last several years. 
BY DANiEL SUzUKi/For the Daily Titan

CSUF students looking 
to work in the industry  
also affected by downturn

See Real Estate, Page 2

For people with poor credit, sub-
prime mortgage loans were abun-
dantly distributed.  The minimal 
down payments left many borrowers 
with a mortgage close to the total 
value of the home. 

Most of the loans begin with a 
low interest rate, which dramatically 
jumps in the second or third year. 

Often times, the borrower would 
then refinance using 
their home’s value as 
collateral, expecting 
the value of the home 
to consistently rise. 

When the housing 
boom slowed, home 
value also dropped. 

Refinancing became 
less of an option and 
the higher mortgage 
payments were due, 
leaving some people 
facing eviction.

The current credit crisis ensued 
when mortgage-lending companies 
began reporting an increase in miss-
ing payments from clients. 

In response, Wall Street banks 
withdrew much of its financial back-
ing. Multiple lenders and investment 
funds have since been sacrificed to 
bankruptcy.

One of the largest U.S. home lend-

ers, Countrywide Financial Corp., 
made headlines recently when it cut 
its workforce by 20 percent. Com-
pany executives cited soaring delin-
quency and foreclosure rates among 
borrowers, in a Los Angeles Times 
article. The company’s chairman and 
chief executive compared current 
home price depreciation to that of the 
Great Depression.

Now, as the 
mortgage indus-
try tightens lend-
ing standards, 
homeowners are 
left facing the 
unavailability of 
refinancing or 
access to a loan 
at all.

For CSUF 
students nearing 
graduation and 

hoping to enter a career in the real es-
tate market, the so-called crisis seems 
like a little more than a bump in the 
road.

Senior Kevin Heimlich, business 
finance major and president of the 
CSUF Real Estate Association, said in 
a phone interview the students who 
are going to work hard in the indus-
try will find jobs but “will just have to 
work that much harder.”

Job searchers can also rest assured 
because, “Orange County is such a 
strong market that it doesn’t get hit 
nearly as bad as everyone else,” Heim-
lich said.

Professor of finance and real estate 
Michael LaCour-Little, who is also 
codirector of the campus Real Es-
tate and Land Use Institute said he 
agreed.

“There will be different kinds of 
jobs available, but there will always be 
continued demand,” he said. “There 

may be more jobs helping borrowers 
restructure their loans or jobs manag-
ing and selling properties that lend-
ers have acquired because borrowers 
defaulted.”

Professor of finance and real estate 
Michael LaCour-Little, who is also 
codirector of the campus Real Es-
tate and Land Use Institute said he 
agreed.

“There will be different kinds of 
jobs available, but there will always be 

“

“The real estate 
market is just like     
every other business- 
it goes up and down. 

– Ramon Cardenas,
                       Real estate agent
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FOR THE RECORD
It is the policy of the Daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. Any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. Any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. Corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the Daily Titan.

Please contact managing editor Julianna Crisalli at (714) 278-5693 
or at jcrisalli@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report 
any errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS
Iranian-American reporter is allowed to leave Iran

TEHRAN, Iran (AP) - An Iranian-American reporter who was trapped in 
Iran for months on suspicion of trying to stir up a revolution was allowed to 
leave the country Tuesday and return to the United States, her employer said. 
Parnaz Azima was one of four Iranian-Americans charged with endangering 
national security, an accusation they denied. Another of the four was released 
earlier. Azima “left Iran today and is on her way to the United States,” Sania 
Winter, a spokeswoman for Radio Free Europe-Radio Liberty, told The As-
sociated Press from Washington. She would not give further details. Unlike 
the other three Americans, Azima, who works for RFE-RL’s Farsi-language 
service Radio Farda was not imprisoned but authorities confiscated her pass-
port when she arrived in the country in January on a family visit. Azima’s 
lawyer in Tehran, Mohammad Hossein Aghassi, said she was allowed to leave 
Iran on a bail of around $450,000. She had planned to leave Saturday but 
was held up until Tuesday by final legal procedures, he said.

NATIONAL NEWS
Drivers waste the equivalent of one year stuck in traffic

WASHINGTON (AP) - Drivers waste nearly an entire work week each 
year sitting in traffic on the way to and from their jobs, according to a na-
tional study released Tuesday. The nation’s drivers languished in traffic delays 
for a total of 4.2 billion hours in 2005, up from 4 billion the year before, ac-
cording to the Texas Traffic Institute’s urban mobility report. That’s about 38 
hours per driver. “Things are bad and they’re getting worse,” said Alan Pisar-
ski, a transportation expert and the author of “Commuting in America.” The 
study summed it up this way: “Too many people, too many trips over too 
short of a time period on a system that is too small.” The study estimates that 
drivers wasted 2.9 billion gallons of fuel while sitting in traffic. Together with 
the lost time, traffic delays cost the nation $78.2 billion, the study estimates. 
High gasoline prices appear to have cut into optional driving but not com-
muting to work, said David Schrank, an associate research scientist at the 
Texas Transportation Institute, which is part of Texas A&M University. 

“We’re really not seeing drops in the peak travel times,” said Schrank.

STATE NEWS
Medical marijuana group challenges California Law

SANTA ANA, Calif. (AP) - Claiming it conflicts with California law, 
a medical marijuana group filed a lawsuit challenging Anaheim’s new ban 
on pot dispensaries. The Qualified Patients Association suit also claims the 
city’s ban violates the civil rights of disabled people, the group’s attorney, 
Tony Curiale, said. Superior Court Judge David Thompson, who temporar-
ily blocked enforcement of Anaheim’s ban, will decide Sept. 28 whether he 
will forbid enacting the law until a trial decision. Anaheim joined a dozen 
or so Orange County cities that have banned or are considering outlawing 
marijuana dispensaries. The Anaheim City Council unanimously approved 
an initial ban on dispensaries in July. Under Proposition 215 approved by 
California voters in 1996 and a follow-up 2003 law, which clarified the law 
and ordered counties to issue identification cards to patients, marijuana can 
be given to people with doctor authorization. Thompson issued a temporary 
restraining order Sept. 4, two days before the law was to go into effect. Fed-
eral law still forbids marijuana possession.

Land navigation training does not 
look easy. 

Even someone who is fit will have 
trouble with this course at Camp 
Pendleton. The 125,000 acres of 
mountainous and dry terrain has 
very few trees – almost desert-like 
– similar to San Bernardino.

ROTC cadets sign up to complete 
four years of full-time service in or-
der to receive fully-paid tuition. 

They are allowed to pursue a ci-
vilian career and serve part time in 
the U.S. Army Reserve or Army Na-
tional Guard.

As Pak put it mildly, ROTC is the 
kiddie playground before the cadets 
actually get the chance to serve the 
military branch of their choice. Not 
that it is. 

The grueling curriculum includes 
physical training three times a week, 
military science classes and leader-
ship laboratories. 

ROTC: LEARNiNg TO FiND THE RigHT DiRECTiON

(from Page 1)

Cal State Fullerton ROTC Cadet John Pak lines his sight at a checkered board several hundred yards away to verify if his compass is in 
working order.  “I want to have the opportunity to see the world and this is a chance to do it all, here at ROTC,” Pak said.  

BY RAE NgUYEN/Daily Titan Staff Writer

Three-day field training exercises 
are required at least once a semester 
and then there’s summer training. 

That doesn’t include keeping up 
with required 
courses from 
other classes and 
maintaining a 
good GPA.

However, this 
doesn’t discourage 
Cadet Matthew 
Bern.  In fact, after 
he fulfills his four-
year commitment 
to ROTC, Bern 
hopes to serve in 
the infantry, front 
and center of the action.

“I want to branch out, dealing 
with tanks, and the appeal of work-
ing out in the field is a lot better 
than sitting behind a desk job,” Bern 
said. “Maybe military intelligence, 
like gathering data needed for differ-

ent missions through various means 
to formulate a plan – kind of like a 
private investigator.”

Upon entering Camp Pendleton, 
the lieutenant offi-
cers stressed where 
the water points 
would be if can-
teens run dry. 

They aren’t inter-
ested in who gets all 
the points – safety 
is the number one 
priority.

The cadets are 
assigned three-man 
teams to find four 
points over three 

miles of hilly terrain. 
Each cadet checked to see if his 

compass worked properly by lining 
up his degrees to match the exact 
azimuth.

“Because even two degrees off, 
you can go off course,” Pak said.

Since the exercise took about two 
and a half hours, cadets were pressed 
for time and urged to eat before or 
en route to their destination.

Bern led the way with Cadet 1st 
Lt. David Wurbel, Cadet Maj. Brian 
VanBreeman and media relations of-
ficer, Gina Roh. 

At first, Bern struggled with 
which direction to go. VanBreeman 
directed him to the right location.

“I take a hands-off approach and 
only step in when he’s unsure of 
himself or completely disoriented. I 
step in to show him where he went 
wrong and guide him to the correct 
course,” VanBreeman said.

Though he did not find all four 
points, Bern was not fazed about the 
incomplete mission.

“It’s not like you get docked,” 
Bern said. “The real training is in the 
following weeks.”

The cadets are prepped for the 
two-day weekend Field Training Ex-
ercise scheduled on Sept. 28 - 30. 

The exercise will evaluate whether 
more training is necessary for the 
cadet to be efficient in land naviga-
tion.

Bern has always had a fascination 
with the military. He had originally 
wanted to join the marines.

“There’s nothing like it – to put 
yourself in the line of danger to help 
your comrades,” Bern said. “They 
are my brothers and sisters – I’d do 
anything for them.”

Roh, one of the few women serv-
ing in the program, boasts the pos-
sible growing numbers of female 
enrollment. 

Two years ago, only 10 to 12 fe-
male cadets were enrolled in the pro-
gram. 

Now, the ROTC has 25 female 
cadets out of 100 within the battal-
ion.

“This may be numbers to some,” 
Roh said. “However to me, it is im-
pressive and makes me proud to be 
amongst those few, yet rapidly grow-
ing, number of females who are get-
ting out there and making self-sac-
rifices by dedicating their time and 
service to serve our country.”

“

“They are my 
brothers and sisters- 
I’d do anything for 
them. 

– Matthew Bern,
                CSUF ROTC Cadet

Textbook rentals offer an alternative
BY ANDREW PERRY

For the Daily Titan 
news@dailytitan.com

Renting a Chemistry 100 book was 
the most logical choice for student 
Michelle Kim.

Kim, 18, explained, “It’s a cheaper 
option and handy if you don’t need it 
after you’re done with the class.”

A new Chemistry 100 book by 
John Hill would cost $80, while a 
used one is $50. 

Kim paid $29.95 to rent her copy.
Renting books is an affordable op-

tion for Cal State Fullerton students 
who don’t plan on keeping their 
books after finishing their classes. 

Though the number of classes of-
fering rentals are limited, Titan Shops 

CSUF students can rent 
books at 65 percent off 
the price of a new listing

is seeking to expand its growing selec-
tion.

Titan Shops Director Chuck Kissel 
said rental books are priced at approx-
imately 35 percent of a new book, 
which is about a 65 percent savings. 

“As the publisher raises the new 
price throughout the life-cycle of the 
book, our rental price will stay the 
same so the savings only increase,” 
said Kissel, who is very proud of the 
rent-a-book program.

“The program has been a huge suc-
cess in both popularity with the stu-
dents and savings passed on to them,” 
Kissel said. “About 70 to 90 percent 
of the books available to rent get rent-
ed, and we’re getting closer and closer 
to 100 percent as new titles become 
available and more students become 
aware.”

Science, math, and business books 
are more common to the rental pro-
gram, but Kissel said they are not tar-
geted specifically. 

More than likely, the reason for 
their prevalence in the program can 
be found in Kim’s reason for renting, 
which is students are less likely to 
keep these books after their classes.

Kissel also said that when renting is 
an option in a class, about 50 percent 
of the students choose to rent.

Mike Bickerson, the textbook 
adoption manager for the univer-
sity, works with the faculty on which 
books to get for classes, and he is in-
volved with the pricing of each book. 
Bickerson said that prior to deciding 
which books get rented, he requests “a 
two-year commitment from faculty.”

This two-year commitment is im-
portant to ensure that the rental pro-
gram has the book available for stu-
dents for at least four semesters.

The rental began with only two 
titles in Spring 2005. Kissel divulged 
some of the history for Titan Shops’ 
program. 

“It is a variation from an idea 

from Bill Dickerson, CEO of our 
non-profit organization, CSUFASC 
[California State University, Fuller-
ton Auxiliary Services Corporation],” 
Kissel said.

Kissel said textbook rental pro-
grams have been around for many 
years (at least 60), but typically have 
been only found on the east coast and 
are fee based. “A fee-based program is 
one where the cost of the textbook is 
included in the students’ tuition fees,” 
said Kissel.

The rental process is similar to 
purchasing a book.  Just remove the 
book from the shelves and take it to 
the registers.  

There is an agreement that students 
must fill out, agreeing to return the 
book at the end of the semester. 

If books are damaged beyond a us-
able status, the student must purchase 
the book at the replacement price [the 
difference between the rental price 
and that of a new book].

REAL ESTATE: A CRiSiS REALizED?
(from Page 1)

The housing bubble has popped and students looking for work in the real estate industry 
may not find the jobs they desire. “In areas like property management or tenant leasing it 
doesn’t matter how the market is doing,”  Kevin Heimlich said.  

BY DANiEL SUzUKi/For the Daily Titan 

continued demand,” he said. “There 
may be more jobs helping borrowers 
restructure their loans or jobs manag-
ing and selling properties that lend-
ers have acquired because borrowers 
defaulted.”

LaCour-Little also said there are 
many jobs available in the commercial 
real estate business, which has been 
relatively unaffected by the housing 
market downturn. 

Heimlich suggested other areas of 
real estate to find jobs.

“In areas like property manage-
ment or tenant leasing, it doesn’t mat-
ter how the market is doing,” he said. 
“They still need management.”

In late August, President Bush pro-
posed a plan to allow roughly 80,000 
defaulted borrowers to refinance in 
the next year with new mortgages in-
sured. 

However, the plan will not apply to 
mortgages over a certain limit, which 
excludes most California homeown-
ers from the federal assistance.

“The issue has been a little over-
blown in the media,” LaCour-Little 
said. “Foreclosures and defaults are 
up, but that has happened many 
times before. There is possible rea-
son to worry about an economic re-
cession, but with other parts of the 
economy continuing to function it’s 
not very likely.”

Style Cuts
3131 Yorba Linda Blvd.
Fullerton, CA 92831
(Next to Vendome Liquor & Gems Meat Store)
714.993.7893

CSUF Students & Faculty 
save 10% w/ I.D.
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Know when to 
hang up on bad 
cell phone plans
Web site helps 
some phone users 
find the perfect 
contract

Not so paiNless 
aNymore

Prescription painkiller abuse has increased, but steps are being tak-
en to make sure the issue isn’t a problem for CSUF students

By Jennifer ChurCh
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

students new to Cal state Ful-
lerton may find that their cell 
phones don’t work on campus 
and may feel that they are out of 
luck.

as cell phones become an 
indispensable part of everyday 
life, so does their counterpart: 
termination fees. These fees can 
run up to $200 per line, enough 
for anyone to hesitate changing 
phone companies.

Freshman Maureen rojsu-
tivat, 18, said she is only with 
at&t because they have cheap-
er rates than other companies. 
Otherwise, she said she is unhap-
py with the number of dropped 
calls she experiences.

“Their ads say ‘no dropped 
calls’ but I get a lot of them,” 
rojsutivat said. “I think they are 
deceiving. Last week, I was on 
hold for a long time with the Fi-
nancial aid Office only to get my 
call dropped.”

rojsutivat and her family 
signed on to a family contract for 
five lines. she said their monthly 
bill runs as low as $200, but all of 
them experience many dropped 
calls regardless of where they are.

C o n s u m -
ers like rojsu-
tivat led eric 
Wu r t e n b e r g , 
co-founder of 
w w w. c e l l t r a -
deusa.com, to 
start his Web 
site business in 
2005. akin to 
eBay, the Web 
site matches 
buyers and sell-
ers of cell phone contracts. For 
a fee of about $20 to the seller, 
Wurtenberg said it plays match-
maker to buyers and sellers who 
post online ads.

“We get a bump in student 
customers at the beginning of a 
school year,” Wurtenberg said. 
“The last thing you’re going to 
think about after all the paper-
work and moving when you go 
to school is if your cell phone is 
going to work.”

The majority of Celltrade’s cus-
tomers are there because of poor 
reception, Wurtenberg said. 

In a 2005 survey, the Balti-
more sun reported that 47 per-
cent of cell phone users would 
switch or consider switching 
phone companies if it weren’t 
for cancellation fees. The most 
common reason given was poor 
reception.

Phone reception can be strong 
in one area and iffy in another. 
While others can simply walk 
around the vicinity and watch 
their reception bars go up on 
their cell phone screen, people 
who move to a new residence 

may have to rethink their con-
tracts.

“There wasn’t any solution 
until we invented this concept,” 
Wurtenberg said. “These trades 
[of phone contracts] weren’t 
working so well because people 
are limited.”

B e s i d e s 
avoiding ter-
mination fees 
for the con-
tract owner, the 
service allows 
buyers to avoid 
a $35 activa-
tion fee. In the 
ads, cell phone 
owners can ex-
plain the con-
tract terms and 

even entice buyers by throwing 
in a month’s service or the phone 
for free. Once the seller and buy-
er negotiate a deal, they contact 
the phone company.

The buyer has to be credit-ap-
proved, Wurtenberg said, and 
the seller must not have any out-
standing bill with their phone 
company. In a few cases, buyers 
can even bring their old tele-
phone number with them. The 
seller is off the proverbial hook 
once the phone company trans-
fers the contract.

Corey speirs, 22, a junior 
marketing major, has been with 
at&t for about six years and 
said she is generally happy with 
her phone company. Not a lot of 
people are aware of the options 
they have for canceling their 
phone contracts, she said, and is 
not sure she would be interested.

“I just wouldn’t want to lose 
my number,” speirs said. “I’ve 
had my number for six years and 
other people have had my num-
ber for six years. That would be 
the only downside.”

“
“You want to keep 
on taking the thing 
that makes you feel 
better.

– amrin Islam,
            Freshman biology 

student

By Kevin Manahan
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

It may look like the typical Thursday night 
college party. The music is blasting, the booze 
is overflowing and most of the guests defi-
nitely look like they won’t be driving home 
that night.

But the bottles of pills being passed around 
are one indication that this is not a conven-
tional keg party.

While these “pharm parties” are no longer 
as common among young adults as they used 
to be, Mary Hermann, Cal state Fullerton’s 
director of health education and promotion, 
said painkiller abuse is still a serious problem 
of which students should be aware.

 In august, the associated Press reported 
a huge increase in painkiller use across the 
country. Between 1997 and 2005, sales of 
five different painkillers, including oxyco-
done, the primary chemical in OxyContin, 
rose 90 percent, the story said.

even more alarming, the number of pain-
killer abuse cases in emergency rooms rose 
160 percent.

Hermann is not entirely surprised by the 
news and “wouldn’t necessarily say this is a 
new phenomena.”

Dr. richard Boucher, chief staff physician 
at the CsuF Health Center, said he has not 
noticed any rise in prescription medicine use 
or abuse among his patients despite the na-
tionwide increase.

“Patients I have seen have needed these 
medications for a legitimate, medical rea-
son,” Boucher said in an e-mail interview. 
“In any case, these patients need to be moni-
tored closely.”

While other substance addictions such as 
alcohol are bigger concerns, Hermann said 
the increased sales of oxycodone and other 
medications have heightened staff awareness 
for possible problems among students.

Pain relievers such as OxyContin and 
Vicodin have been among the most abused 
prescriptions drugs in recent years, according 
to a report by the National Institute on Drug 
abuse.

Paul Miller, the director of CsuF Dis-
abled student services, said OxyContin is an 
especially dangerous drug if used recklessly. 
The medication has a high addiction value 
and is sought after for its intoxicating effects, 
so much that it has become a concern for 
pharmacies due to frequent store break-ins 
across the country for the product.

The results from last semester’s National 
College Health assessment show a sub-
stantial number of CsuF students who are 
likely to use painkillers due to problems with 
chronic pain.

 according to the assessment, which was 
administered to a random selection of stu-
dents through e-mail, 4 percent of students 
reported some kind of chronic pain.

Hermann said these pains could have re-
sulted from many causes, including previous 
injuries, common joint pain or even heavy 
backpacks. Computer use is another factor 
that can create chronic wrist, neck or back 
pain, especially if the student often works 
hunched over a laptop or a low computer 
monitor.

In addition, 61 percent of the students sur-

veyed said they had experienced feelings of 
hopelessness at some point in the past year, 
while 46 percent reported feeling sad or de-
pressed in that same period.

Hermann said this statistic suggests a large 
population faces the potential risk of want-
ing to abuse some kind of substance to deal 
with their problems. 

Those who are already taking painkillers to 
control their physical pain may start to use 
the drugs for this reason.

The issue of painkiller abuse is not limited 
to one particular group of students. 

Hermann said abuse can start with anyone 
in the student body for a variety of reasons. 
Many addictions begin with those who are 
taking painkillers legitimately for chronic 
pain relief and are unable to wean themselves 
off the drugs.

Freshman biology student amrin Islam 
dealt with this problem of dependency when 
she had to take pain medication following a 
car accident.

“It gets hard once you’re used to it,” Islam 
said. “You want to keep on taking the thing 
that makes you feel better.”

Once they no longer need them, Islam ad-
vised anyone who finds it difficult to get off 
their painkillers to just throw them away as 
she did.

However, as with other substance addic-
tions, Hermann said some people also abuse 
painkillers in order to ease some of the anxi-
eties of everyday life. 

Boredom, escapism and 
depression are among the 
reasons people seek the ef-
fects of intoxication.

Hermann said one of the 
biggest dangers of painkill-
er abuse is mixing the drugs 
with alcohol as a means of 
intoxication. 

among other things, the 
misuse of both these sub-
stances can cause slowing 
or shutting down of respi-
ratory or other body sys-
tems, especially if the user 
overdoses.

“I think a lot of people 
don’t understand the po-
tency,” Hermann said. 

The general long-term ef-
fects of painkiller addiction 
can have a disastrous effect 
on the body. Deterioration 
of the liver and kidneys 
and withdrawal symptoms 
such as tremors, agitation 
and body sweats are among 
the consequences of abuse, 
Hermann said.

Miller emphasized the 
need for students to be 

educated about the risks of addic-
tion and mixing medications.

“It’s all about being smart, 
making good choices and know-
ing that there are other options,” 
Miller said.

at least one group of students 
is learning how to play it safe. 

Miller works closely with CsuF 
athletes through the student ath-
lete assistance program and said 
these students are carefully guided 
through the use of prescription 
drugs. Only low-risk medications 
are dispensed to athletes and all are 
subject to drug tests.

In addition, students should also 
avoid sharing painkillers with other 
people and taking any medications 
that have not been prescribed to 
them, as many people are unaware 
of the consequences of combining in-
compatible drugs, Hermann said.

The Health Center is available to 
help students who are dealing with any 
kind of substance abuse, or those who 
know others battling the problem. 

The center also works with Counsel-
ing and Psychological services to provide 
extra help for students struggling with ad-
dictions.

“That’s our goal, to make sure students 
get back to that acceptable level they were 
at before they 
came in,” Her-
mann said.

“
“There wasn’t any 
solution until we   
invented this concept

– eric Wurtenberg,
           Co-founder of 
www.celltradeusa.com



By ElysE Marozick
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

This past May, thousands of Cal 
State Fullerton seniors, after years of 
classes, finally received their degrees. 
I want to know how they made it 
happen.

As a transfer student, I entered my 
junior year thinking I was definitely 
on the right path to be out in two 
years, as did many other transfer stu-
dents. I mean, I had so many credits 
how could I not be just a few semes-
ters away from earning my bachelor’s 
degree? At the last minute I decided 
to attend the transfer student orien-
tation on a Saturday in June. Thank 
God I did. 

That first day at orientation, some 
of the general education academic 
advisers came out to speak with stu-
dents. I thought it would be a good 
idea to meet with one considering 
how overwhelmed I felt at the end 
of that eight-hour day. I had bad ex-
periences with the counselors at the 
community college I was transfer-
ring from so I was hoping a four-year 
university would be a bit better. 

I had to have collaterals. 
What exactly were collaterals? 
I had to have a certain amount 

of upper division units, but I could 
combine them with collaterals. 

Wait, what? 
Oh, and don’t forget the cultural 

diversity requirement, but that can 
count as an upper division class too. 

Wow, I was only hoping everyone 
else in the room was as lost as I was. 

To add to my 
bewilderment, 
when I met 
with the aca-
demic adviser, 
I discovered 
that some of 
my classes did 
not actually 
transfer over 
from my com-
munity col-
lege. Now that 
didn’t make 
any sense to 
me. The coun-
selors over 
there told me 
they would.  
By this point 
I was so upset 
and frustrated 
that I left feel-
ing like I knew less than before I 
got there. Throughout my next two 
semesters, I met with the academic 
advisers and the adviser within my 
major. What I don’t understand is 
how there are only a handful of gen-
eral education academic advisers for 
over 30,000 students? How are we 
all supposed to get in our mere five 
minute discussions before deadlines 
arrive?   

The Titan Degree Audit confuses 
me too. I took this in with me and 
spoke with an adviser. It turns out 
there is a class listed that I still have 
to take. Problem being I have yet to 
see that class appear in any semester’s 
class schedule. I thought advisers 
were there to help students get out 

as quickly 
as possible 
and put 
them on 
the right 
path to do 
so. I’m en-
tering what 
I believe to 
be my se-
nior year, 
a l t h o u g h 
my registra-
tion date 
fell into 
the junior 
block of 
dates. The 
last time I 
met with 
an adviser 
she con-

firmed that I 
would indeed be a senior. So why do 
I have this sinking feeling that once 
my grad check is complete, I’m go-
ing to find myself here longer than 
planned? 

Maybe it’s because after talking to 
some of my fellow students, I found 
that I am not the only transfer stu-
dent with this anxiety of being stuck 
in college forever. Jamie Espinosa, 
22, a public relations major, is a 
transfer student who was supposed 
to graduate last year. She said once 
she got here, she discovered many of 
her classes didn’t transfer and CSUF 
required her to repeat many of the 
courses she had already completed. 
She is now hoping that she can actu-
ally graduate this May.

Nate Bruhn, 22, is double major-
ing in business and public relations 
and said it isn’t required for business 
majors to meet with advisers either. 
He had many of the same experi-
ences as I did and realized he knew 
more about what classes he needed 
to graduate than the advisers them-
selves. That was exactly how I felt. I 
went in to my academic advisement 
meeting with a list of questions that 
I ended up answering myself. 

I knew I had followed the CSUF 
transfer checklist when I was at my 
junior college, so every class of mine 
had to transfer. I almost had to take 
two extra classes, one at Fullerton Ju-
nior College. It was me who noticed 
that I already had it covered, not the 
academic adviser. Within each major 
I do believe it is a bit easier because 
there is that checklist to follow, but 
to get through the general education 
as a transfer student is a scary road. I 
think to help ease transfer students’ 
worries, the transfer orientation 
should be mandatory. 

I also think that these students 
should meet with a counselor from 
the university they plan on transfer-
ring to instead of meeting with a 
counselor in the junior college. 

Whatever the plan of action, some-
thing has got to be done to make the 
transfer process much smoother.As 
my college career comes to a close 
(hopefully), questions still remain 
unanswered. Until I get my grad 
check back, I’ll continue thinking 
that I do get to be one of those lucky 
graduates who make it through this 
May.
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Forget Constitution Day, it’s 
time to Talk Like A Pirate

Arrrrrgg…(or any other ste-
reotypical opening for this edito-
rial)… Today is national Talk Like 
a Pirate Day, and if your teachers 
aren’t enforcing the holiday, you 
better force it upon them yourself. 
This is your one day to proclaim 
yourself obnoxious and blame it 
on a national holiday.

This is a holiday college stu-
dents can truly enjoy, unlike Con-
stitution Day celebrated yesterday. 
Our  rights as Americans are posi-
tively  dreary when you have the 
opportunity to say “Aye” instead 
of “Yes” for a day. 

Think of all the boring holidays 
there are, like Flag Day, which is 
on your day planner just for the 
sake of extra text. Remember how 
little fun you had on President’s 
Day, Groundhog Day and Co-
lumbus Day? Well, Talk Like a 
Pirate Day trumps all three com-
bined and does it with style. 

Talk Like A Pirate Day is a holi-
day dedicated to you having fun 
without having to be thankful or 
spend time with family.

Even though nobody stays 
home or watches a parade, enjoy 
this day by acting delusional. Like 
you’re not really there. Instead, 
there’s a foul-mouthed rum-filled 
smelly-dirty-pirate working your 

shift and attending your classes.
So call women “wenches” and 

men “scallywags.” Call anyone you 
don’t like a “landlubber.” Only 
drink rum out of steins. Research 
drinking songs for the high seas. 
Sing them accordingly. All pirate 
songs should include hand-claps 
and at least five friends. Put your 
hand over one eye and hook your 
pointer finger. We repeat: drink 
rum. 

Don’t mistake this for the wildly 
unpopular Act Like a Pirate Day, 
which requires raping and pillag-
ing. Though, on that day, you can 
spend all of your gold Sacajawea 
coins, pulling them out of a leath-
er pouch and calling them “Buc-
caneers.”

Check out www.talklikeapirate.
com for survival tips and instruc-
tions for maximum fun.

With family-oriented holidays 
right around the corner, college 
students have a chance to act their 
age. That means a day to break out 
of the daily regimen of school and 
work to act silly and remember 
what it’s like to be a lad again. 

A drunken lad.
We’re not grown ups just yet.  

We can never have enough holi-
days. The constitution will still be 
there tomorow.

The Higher Ground
alEksandra WojTalEWicz

Bush’s troop withdrawal

Finally.
After ranging an unsuccessful 

war in Iraq for four years, President 
Bush announced last week his sup-
port of Gen. Petraeus’ plan to with-
draw U.S. troops from Iraq.

According to the plan, 5,700 
troops will return home by the hol-
idays, and the number of combat 
brigades will be reduced from 20 to 
15 by July 2008.

The plan also focuses on shift-
ing U.S. troops’ roles from “lead-
ing operations to partnering with 
Iraqi forces, and eventually to over 
watching those forces,” Bush said 
last week.

For the past four years, Bush has 
been unwilling to compromise on 
his Iraq War strategy, stating that 
progress is being made in Iraq. 
And then there was the troop surge 
in January that stretched the U.S. 
military even more thin than it al-
ready was.

Could the troop reduction mean 
that the political players in Iraq fi-

nally settled their arguments over a 
course of action and do not need 
the additional security surge any-
more?

According to the Benchmark 
Assessment Report on Iraq, “Iraq 
faces daunting challenges ... politi-
cal progress at the national level has 
still been disappointing.”

So perhaps President Bush had a 
change of heart as his presidential 
term comes to an end.

For the past eight years Bush 
has been in office, his administra-
tion has been associated with fear 
and deceit, and a “you’re either with 
us or against us” attitude, all in the 
name of national security. 

The change of heart is a good 
public relations move by the presi-
dent, associated with wants of a 
more positive light on his presi-
dency. 

After all, what president wants 
to be remembered as the one who 
scared the masses into believing a 
war is necessary, lying about it and 

continuing with a flawed war strat-
egy?

Better late than never, right?
Or maybe Bush finally realized 

what the American public saw—an 
unsuccessful war plan— and what 
the public wanted—an end to the 
war and the return of troops?

So he decided to take his war 
plan in a new direction, based on 
what the people want.

It’s about time.
At this point, Bush is probably 

not expecting much, since the Iraq 
issue will be handed down soon to 
the next presidential elect to try to 
fix the problem entirely. 

Which gives the presidential 
candidates a topic to talk about 
and a new issue to address—how 
quickly should all the troops be out 
of Iraq?

So now we continue to hold our 
breath about what is to happen in 
Iraq and hope that the crisis in Iraq 
draws to an end, one soldier home 
at a time.

By cHrisTy orGETa
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

TMZ.com and PerezHilton.
com, two of the most notable celeb-
rity Web logs on the Internet, have 
moved to television. Fear not enter-
tainment junkies -- TMZ and Perez 
Hilton will still be around to keep 
you updated on the Web.

With the advent of the Web log, 
or “blog” for short, students and of-
fice workers alike have been making 
online pilgrimages to these sites al-
most daily. While TMZ’s paparazzi 
videos and photos bring stars to life, 
Perez Hilton’s prose makes it seem as 
if you and the town gossip are best 
friends.

Blogs aren’t anything new, though. 
In the mid-’90s, the online diary first 
made its appearance on the World 
Wide Web. This was one of the first 
forays into user-generated content, 
where Web sites pulled in contribu-
tions from Web users as opposed to 
paid staffers. The benefits of this are 
plenty for Web site owners; instead 
of paying for a staff to write, writ-
ers looking for an outlet would write 
for free. These early blogs, which in-
cluded LiveJournal.com and Xanga.
com, focused more on the daily hap-

penings of life and the drama, or 
lack thereof, that ensued.

Since then, blogs have evolved 
into a public forum covering several 
niches, ranging from sports to poli-
tics. The blogosphere, a term coined 
by media outlets, is used to describe 
the all-encompassing world of Web 
logs. Even Google has a search en-
gine geared to find specific blog top-
ics.

Thanks to the evolution of the 
blog, ‘net junkies like myself have 
started looking at these Web sites as 
a form of news.

Though I lack any clairvoyant 
powers, it’s easy to see the Web as 
the next frontier of news. In fact, 
it’s already happening. Both the L.A 
Times and O.C Register have begun 
to feature blogs on their Web sites. 
AOL has also cashed in on the pop-
ularity of the blogosphere, having 
purchased several high-traffic blogs, 
including TMZ.com.

Now, as a connoisseur of enter-
tainment, I’m beginning to put 
more faith in entertainment blogs 
than I do entertainment magazines. 
While the snarky copy of the blogs 
connects better to me as a reader, the 
quickness that TMZ and Perez Hil-
ton break their stories with is a force 
I can’t dismiss. And it’s not just me 

who’s noticing this either:
This growing trend of consumers 

looking to the Web for news is ap-
parent in the numbers. In January, 
Women’s Wear Daily reported that 
People’s paid circulation was said 
to equal 3.8 million. In November 
2006, a weeklong Britney post frenzy 
on PerezHilton.com culminated in 
the visitation of 3.97 million unique 
viewers in one day.

Though that number may sound 
competitive, People’s overall reader-
ship (both paid and nonpaid) equals 
around 41.5 million, leaving Per-
ezHilton.com far behind.

Since then, things have changed. 
In July, Perez Hilton reported a one-
day unique viewing total of 8.82 
million page views.

Today, the two Web sites are now 
reaping the rewards with television 
deals.

With established entertainment 
shows like “Entertainment Tonight” 
on television, it’s easy to speculate 
whether or not blog-based shows 
will take over. With any luck, Perez 
Hilton and TMZ’s readers will fol-
low them to the tube.

Ultimately, I think they will. Then 
perhaps other niche blogs will follow 
suit. Until then, I’ll keep reading. 
And maybe soon, watching too.

Entertainment sites are breaking 
news first, taking act to television

Academic advisement should be 
mandatory for all departments

1st Semester

2nd Semester

3rd Semester

4th Semester

5th Semester

6th Semester

Advisement

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct 
all comments, questions or concerns 
along with your full name and major 
to Executive Editor Ian Hamilton at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com

Letters 
to the
Editor:

courTEsy of arTToday.coM
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Real Estate Investor Seeks 
Students
Earn a Potential $15k-$20k Month 
While We Coach and Mentor You
Jeffery (951) 813-2554
set4lifeinvestments@yahoo.com

Campus Events/Services
Campus Organizations
Greeks
Legal Notices
Lost and Found
Miscellaneous
Personals
Pregnancy
Research Subjects
Sperm/ Egg Donors
Tickets Offered / wanted

Appliances
Art/Painting/Collectibles
Books
Computers/Software
Electronics
Furniture
Garage/Yard Sales
Health Products
Miscellaneous
Musical Instruments
Office Equipment
Pets
Rentals
Sports Equipment

Auto Accessories/Repair
Auto Insurance
Miscellaneous
Vehicles For sale/Rent

Resorts/Hotels
Rides Offered/Wanted
Travel Tickets
Vacation Packages

1-900 Numbers
Financial Aid
Insurance
Computer/Internet
Foreign Languages
Health/Beauty Services
Acting/Modeling Classes
Legal Advice/Attorneys
Movers/Storage
Music Lessons
Personal Services
Professional Services
Resumes
Telecommunications
Tutoring Offered/Wanted
Typing
Writing Help

Business Opportunities
Career Opportunities P/T
Career Opportunities F/T
Child Care Offered/Wanted
Help Wanted
Actors/Extras Wanted
Housesitting
Internship
Personal Assistance
Temporary Employment
Volunteer

Apartments for Rent
Apartments to Share
Houses for Rent/Sale
Guest House for Rent
Room for Rent
Roommates - Private Room
Roommates - Shared Room
Vacation Rentals

1100
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1300
1400
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1600
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2300
2400
2500
2600
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2800
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3200
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3800
3900

4000
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4200
4300

4400
4500
4600
4700
4800
4900
5000
5100
5200
5300
5400
5500
5600
5700
5800
5900
6000

6100
6200
6300
6400
6500
6600
6700
6800
6900
7000
7100

7200
7300
7400
7500
7600
7700
7800
7900
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Advertising
Information
To place a classified ad, call

714.278.4453
By Fax:
714.278.2702

By Email:
classified@dailytitan.com

By Mail:
The Daily Titan
College Park Bldg.
2600 E. Nutwood Ave. 
Suite 660 
Fullerton, CA. 92831-3110

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 am - 5 pm

Rates:
One insertion, up to 20 words
.........................................$5.50
each additional word........$0.39
12pt Headline...................$1.75
16pt Headline...................$2.50
Border..............................$5.50

• Weekly and monthly rates are 
  also available.
• For classified display ads, 
  please see our rate card for 
  rate information.

Deadlines:
Classified Line Ads:
3 Business days before printing 
  @ 12 noon.
Classified Display Ads:
3 Business days before printing
  @ 12 noon.

Payment:
Please make checks payable 
to: "The Daily Titan" 
We also accept Visa and 
Mastercard

Read the Daily Titan online @
www.dailytitan.com

Are you depressed for more than 
two weeks? 
The  University of California, 
Irvine and the University of 
California, San Diego Psychiatry 
Departments are recruiting 
patients for a study of sleep depri-
vation as a potential treatment for 
depression. We will also study 
how other changes of the sleeping 
time might affect depressed mood. 
Subjects will be compensated for 
their time and inconvenience. If 
you are interested, please call us 
at (949) 824-3362.

6100
Business Opportunities

Make Big Dollers
Become A GoYin Founding 
Distributor Before 2007 Launch. 
Call Local Director For Details.
Jesse: (714) 234-6475

3000
Miscellaneous

6500
Help Wanted

SUDOKU

How to Play:
Each row must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9, each column 
must contain the numbers 1 to 
9, and each set of 3 by 3 boxes 
must contain the numbers 1 
to 9.

Previous Puzzle

Marketing Job with LA area law 
firm seeking outgoing students 
for PT work in OC. Must have 
car. $10/hr plus bonuses. Contact 
Mitchell Hefter at mhefter@kan-
torlaw.net

Newly Remodeled Condo 2 Bed 
2 Bath, Kraemer/Chapman. HOA 
paid and nice pool. $1,300 per 
month rent. <1,000 sq foot condo. 
Lower floor, 1 car port included 
293-3346

Sitters Wanted! $10 or more per 
hour. Register free for jobs near 
campus or home. www.student-
sitters.com

Cellular Phones & Accessories
All CSUF students recieve 
30% off all cellular and IPOD 
Accessories and 50% off if you 
upgrade or activate a new cell-
phone line. We carry Charms, 
Cases, IPOD Accessories, 
Bluetooth, Chargers. If we don’t 
have it we’ll give you an addition 
5% off. Next to fullerton AMC 
Theaters 446-6341

5500
Professional Services

Condo For Sale
400 N. Acacia Ave, #D37. Open 
House Sat & Sun 1-4. Call for 
access. 1Bd, 1ba near CSUF, 
Fullerton JC. Resort amenities, 
secure bldg. Reduced $265k-
$268k. Great Investment! Agent, 
Cherry 714-326-5743

Humorscopes
brought to you by humorscope.com   

 Aries (March 21 - April 19)
More fun with twine, today. Isn’t it great!?

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Your manager will be a twit, today. That’s ok, 
though -- it’s what he’s paid for.

 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
        Excellent day, today. Unless today is your 15th 

birthday, of course, in which case you’re des
tined to have a particularly embarassing epi
sode involving a cat and an argyle sock.

 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Today will mark the first time you’ve ever actu 
ally “wrestled” a largish reptile. Although an 

 unexpected experience, you will find it strangel 
y stimulating, and may decide to pursue it as a 

career.     
 Leo (July 23 - August 22)

You are always running out of things to say, 
at dinner. Try memorizing a whole lot of facts 

 about commercial fish farming -- that’s always  
a good topic for discussion.  

 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
         Excellent time to start a new company, making 

software to help people with mental problems. 
You will call it SchizoSoft. Your motto: “Who Do 
You Want To Be Today?”

 Libra (September 22 - October 22)
       Good day to invent an anti-gravity device. Or at 

least, to tell everyone that’s what you’re doing.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
        In an attempt to simplify your life, you will dis

card all of your footwear. Later you will regret 
this, but will be too proud to admit it.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
        Beware of lightning, today! Either stay indoors, 

or leave your aluminum foil hat behind. (I know, 
I know. It’s hard. But I’ve learned to live without 
mine, most of the time.)

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
        You will receive a painful bonk on the head, 

today, while riding the bus downtown. It’s your 
own fault, though, for sitting in front of that 
trombone player.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
Try to be logical, today. It’s your only hope. 
(Which is considerably better than it would be 
if your “only hope” was some old geezer on 
the desert planet Falderol and you had to send 
a robot shaped like an underarm roller-type 

 deodorant off to find him. But not as fun.)

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
Today’s a good day for original thinking and 
bursts of creativity. Also, not a good day to 

 wear flammable clothing.

 Earn $800-$3200 a month to 
drive brand new cars with ads 
placed on them. www.adcarclub.
com

just read it.

Looking for tudor for 5th grader. 
Yorba Linda area. Call 714 863-
8630.

Seaside Rendez-Vous? Give her 
solid silver seashell jewelry. Many 
Kinds. Remarkably exract to natu-
ral Guarenteed. To remember your 
romantic beach getaway.
www.EliasBing.com

6500
Help Wanted

7400
Houses for Rent/Sale

Sudoku is made possible by the 

people at www.dailysudoku.com

Half Marathon Training
Training for the Surf City Half 
Marathon begins October 20th. 
Visit us at
www.FitnessCoaching.us 
or call (714)-326-7906

Hotel Bellman/Guest Services 
wanted. Full/Part time posi-
tions available incl. weekends. 
Starting wage $10/hr + tips and 
extras. Award winning family 
hotel across from Disneyland. 
Applicants must be CUSTOMER 
SERVICE EXPERTS, upbeat, out-
going & active. Apply in person 
9am-5pm any day of the week. 
Howard Johnson Paza Hotel, 1380 
S. Harbor Blvd, Anaheim, CA 
92802.
www.hojoanaheim.comPrivat Lessons!

In Hip Hiop, Popping, Locking, 
and Breakdancing are available 
from Ryan Webb aka Future, 
winner of Juste Debout, the 2007 
World Championships of Popping! 
Call (703) 606-5248
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in the midst of a three-game los-
ing streak, the Cal state fullerton 
men’s soccer team must find a way 
to survive following the loss of their 
top two goalkeepers.

The titans started the season with 
three strong wins and high hopes for 
tournament contention, but those 
hopes took another hit sunday when 
backup goalkeeper Kevin puder went 
down in the third minute of a match 
against the nationally-ranked ohio 
state Buckeyes. 

first-string goalie Brent douglas 
was sidelined for the game after suf-
fering a facial fracture during a 4-0 
loss to Michigan on sept. 9.

Now, second-year Head Coach 
Bob ammann must attempt to 
weather the storm and keep his 
team’s spirits up during this difficult 
time. 

“it could always be worse. You just 
have to look at the bright side,” am-
mann said. “[We’ll] say our prayers 
and keep our fingers crossed.”

douglas is expected to undergo 
surgery and be ready to play in two 
to three weeks. one problem remains 
for the titans: he will be forced to 
wear a protective mask when he re-
turns to play, which could affect his 
on-field performance. 

“They’re going to try and get 
a mask made especially for me,” 
douglas said. “Hopefully i’ll be able 
to see better [with it] than i would 
[otherwise].”

The outlook for puder isn’t good 
either. He suffers from a bad abdom-
inal strain and will be out from three 
to 12 weeks. 

all of this leaves ammann and 
Goalkeeper Coach Mike oseguera 
in a tricky situation. There are two 
other keepers on the team, freshman 
tyler andrews and junior-transfer 
paul allison, but neither is experi-
enced at the division i level.

“obviously tyler is third-string 
for a reason, but the fact that he 
went [in] when Kevin went down 
and got that experience, he can po-
tentially be the guy,” ammann said. 
“He’s going to make a lot of rookie 
mistakes.” 

although andrews did get the 
nod when puder went down, there 
still has been no decision made as 
to who will start sunday’s game at 
Coastal Carolina.

remaining goaltenders 
confident in competing 
for the starting job

This week will be an open compe-
tition between the two keepers and 
the titan coaches will take a serious 
look at both players.

“it’s a close race and they’re defi-
nitely both excited about the oppor-
tunity,” oseguera said. “one of them 
will get to start a big away game and 
we’ll see who it ends up being.” 

Whoever gets the starting nod 
can be reassured that both players 

“

“it’s a close race 
and they’re definitely 
both excited about 
the opportunity.

– Mike oseguera,
            Titans’ soccer

and coaches have confidence in him. 
even douglas and puder, injuries 
and all, will be at practice this week 
helping him in any way they can.

“There’s only so much you can do 
with little experience,” puder said. 
“The team needs to feel comfort-
able with whoever is in the net, so 
we’ll do what we can to make sure 
he’s fit.” 

although the titans are in an 
unenviable position, one thing they 
don’t have to worry about is the con-
fidence of andrews or allison. While 
they may not have the experience of 
douglas or puder, both said they are 
confident they can get the job done.

“at the end of the day, there are 
four solid keepers and you have to 
be confident in every one of them,” 
allison said. “it doesn’t matter if 
you’re coming off the bench or not, 
you have to have confidence in your 
teammates.” 

bram makonda
Bram’s Breakdown

Stick with your superstars, 
it’s only week three

What a statement game by the 
New england patriots against the 
san diego Chargers.

Bill Belichick coached as if his 
legacy was at stake. once again 
the patriots have become a team 
surrounded under a clout of suspi-
cion. i’m no pats fan, but fantasy 
players should pay attention to 
skill players on that team. They are 
playing for pride and the legitima-
cy of their coach. on top of that, 
this patriots team is loaded and has 
the always-classy tom Brady man-
aging their game.

This leads me to my fantasy 
pickup of the week.

if you already own randy Moss, 
more power to you. But if you need 
a quick fix at wide receiver, pick up 
Wes Welker. Welker is a possession 
receiver who Brady has found a 
comfort zone with. His tough-
ness was on full display against the 
Chargers and will get solid points 
for his yards and yards-after-the-
catch.

if you were like me, you found 
yourself looking through the waiv-
ers for Cleveland Browns’ quar-
terback derek anderson after the 
shootout with Carson palmer. 
anderson’s performance was no 
fluke. Given the weapons (and the 

Browns do have the weapons), he 
will succeed. one performance 
will not make him an instant star, 
but if you’re looking for a gamble, 
anderson is a sleeper that will pay 
off in a big way. it was a hapless 
Bengals defense that he torched, 
but he answered some questions 
about their quarterback situation, 
for now.

ladainian tomlinson had a 
tough game against the patriots, 
but fantasy owners should con-
tinue to start him and be patient. 
during his 31-touchdown season 
last year, tomlinson only had three 
touchdowns through the first four 
games. don’t even think about 
moving him. look through the 
waivers for a solid second option; 
the Browns’ Jamal lewis seems to 
be running in top form. dallas’ 
Marion Barber should also be con-
sidered if available. Barber runs 
tough and is a good receiver with 
good instincts in finding the end 
zone.

My pick for the overachiever of 
the week is rookie Calvin Johnson. 
lining up opposite roy Williams 
will take away coverage from the 
top defensive backs, which will al-
low him to freely roam the middle 
of the field. His stats are unbeliev-

able for a rookie, 131 yards and 2 
touchdowns in two weeks. Having 
Mike Martz as an offensive coor-
dinator will also propel him into a 
force at wide out.

This week detroit will face a 
struggling philadelphia team look-
ing for their first victory. don’t be 
afraid to start any of the lions’ 
wide receivers because they are a 
pass-first team that is always look-
ing for a big play.

as for my underachiever, stay 
away from rex Grossman this 
week against dallas. i apologize to 
photo editor Cameron pemstein 
for telling him to start him in week 
two against the Chiefs. Grossman 
seems to be taking a step back this 
year and is the achilles’ heel of that 
team.

Good luck and remember to 
stick by your superstars, even in 
their down week. But don’t be 
afraid to gamble on a project play-
er.

did anybody start anderson 
last week? if they did they would 
be reaping the benefits by now. al-
ways have a good core of players 
and gamble the rest.

don’t be too conservative yet.
save that for the end of the sea-
son.

Have a sports opinion?
daily titan sports is looking for one more weekly columnist to round out our section. We 
seek an educated sport opinion with a mix of humor and popular culture thrown in. 

if you are interested, please send an original column, 500-600 words in length, and a brief 
summary of prior writing experience to sports@dailytitan.com. 

Goalkeeper solutions

Titans’ goalkeeper Brent Douglas fends off two Detroit-Mercy defenders in a match 
earlier this season. Douglas was sidelined on Sept. 9 with a facial fracture.

by karl thunman/daily titan photo editor

An end to the Bonds baseball mess

Marc ecko could have bought the 
texas fishing license bearing Mick-
ey Mantle’s name for only $4,000. 
orlando Cepeda’s National league 
MVp plaque was available for only 
a few thousand more.

He could have even saved a half-
million or so and gotten home run 
ball No. 755 on the cheap.

really, what would have been the 
fun in that?

“i thought it would be interesting 
for us to all have a pop culture mo-
ment together,” ecko announced to 
the nation when he won the Barry 
Bonds lottery for ball No. 756.

ecko got his wish, and for that 
Matt Murphy is happy. He’s the 
21-year-old who emerged from the 
scrum the night of aug. 7 with the 
ball that broke perhaps the most hal-
lowed record in sports.

While memorabilia collectors ev-
erywhere had to be cringing, base-
ball fans should be happy. With one 
swipe of his debit card, ecko is do-
ing what Bud selig could never quite 
bring himself to do – stamp the new 
record as bogus in a way baseball 
fans will never forget.

actually, brand the baseball is 
what ecko is likely to end up doing, 
assuming – and that’s a big assump-
tion – he follows through on his 
plan. The hip-hop fashion designer 
is taking votes over the next week at 
vote756.com on what to do with the 
ball he paid $752,467 for.

The other two options are giv-
ing it to the Hall of fame intact, or 
sending it into outer space, though 
ecko seemed unclear as to just how 
he would accomplish that.

turns out ecko wasn’t the only 

by tim dahlberg
Associated Press Columnist

Buyers of 755 and 756 
home run balls leave fate 
internet voters’ hands

one with a plan. California inter-
net entrepreneur Ben padnos came 
forward tuesday and said he was the 
winning bidder for ball No. 755 and 
would also be placing its fate up to a 
vote of the american public.

padnos said he and about a dozen 
friends pooled their money for the 
$186,750 winning bid, and will give 
fans a chance to vote to either put 
it in the Hall of fame or destroy it. 
Unlike ecko, he plans to make mon-
ey on the deal by selling ads on his 
endthedebate.com site.

padnos said he hasn’t yet paid for 
the ball, and his claim of buying 
it could not be immediately con-
firmed, though he sent an e-mail to 
The associated press with the bid 
confirmation from sCp auctions. 
He said he was surprised when he 
heard on Monday that he wasn’t the 
only one with a voting plan.

“What are the odds?” padnos said. 
“i give him [ecko] a lot of credit in 
all sincerity. i understood the poten-
tial value in this.”

ecko, meanwhile, may turn out to 
be a shameless self-promoter looking 
only to feed his ego on a big stage. 
This is a guy, after all, who rented a 
Boeing 747, painted it to look like 
air force one, then taped an in-
ternet video that made it look like 
someone had broken through secu-
rity and spray painted graffiti on one 
of the plane’s engines.

it’s his money, so he can make 
up the rules. and while the Hall of 
fame may balk at an asterisk-brand-
ed baseball, remember that all Bonds 
would give Cooperstown from his 

record-breaking night was one lousy 
batting helmet.

at least the Hall now has a one-in-
three chance of getting an unblem-
ished ball, a lot better odds than it 
had before.

dan imler, sCp’s managing direc-
tor, said earlier he had no idea what 
ecko had in mind for the ball until 
he turned on his tV Monday and 
watched him explain it live on the 
“today” show. Though ecko won 
the ball fair and square in the auc-
tion, imler believes it should be pre-
served as a piece of baseball history.

“i think serious collectors would 
probably not be in favor of mar-
ring or destroying the ball,” he said. 
“Most people we deal with, they 
have an appreciation for the history 
of the game as opposed to the sensa-
tionalism or anything like that.”

imler suggested ball No. 755 
could be worth a lot more if the 
756 ball were branded or shot into 
space.

“i guess that would make it the 
ultimate embodiment of the record,” 
he said. “it would stand as the most 
significant Bonds ball in existence at 
the moment.”

Whether ecko follows through 
on his grand plan is, of course, the 
$752,467 question. He’s already got 
one internet hoax under his belt, 
and there’s always the chance this 
could be the ultimate hoax.

He claims he’ll have an indepen-
dent company tally the results, and 
will abide by the decision of the 
american public. ecko cast the first 
vote himself, voting to brand the ball 
with an asterisk before giving it to 
the Hall of fame.

ecko is giving baseball perhaps its 
only chance for closure on the whole 
Bonds mess by getting rid of the evi-
dence from the crime.

But is he going far enough?
Not quite. My vote is for brand-

ing the ball with an asterisk – and 
then shooting it into space.

“My vote is for 
branding the ball with 
an asterisk – and then 
shooting it into space.

”
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