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Former CSUF clerk Smith pleads 
guilty to bribery and drug charges

By SEAN BELK
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

A former Cal State Fullerton ap-
plications clerk pleaded guilty Tues-
day, Jan. 29, for accepting monetary 
bribes from four foreign students in 
exchange for advancing their appli-
cations in the university’s computer 
system, according to the Orange 
County District Attorney’s office.

Cathleen Louise Smith, a 54-
year-old Placentia resident, was sen-
tenced to 90 days in jail and three 
years of formal probation. 

She also must pay restitution of 
the amount she took in bribes as 
determined by the Department of 
Probation.

She was charged in Orange Coun-
ty Superior Court with four felony 
counts of taking bribes as a state 
employee and one felony count of 
methamphetamine possession.

The four students from Kuwait 
have been expelled from CSUF, ac-

Long–time employee 
sentenced to 90 days in 
jail and also probation

“

“We had the evidence 
and we were ready to go 
forward. The evidence 
supported the charges.

– Farrah Emani,
                 District Attorney 

spokesperson Students get acquainted 
with clubs at Discoverfest

By MARISSA WILLMAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Cal State Fullerton’s Discoverfest 
showcased campus clubs and organi-
zations out on the quad.

Discoverfest has been held the sec-
ond week of each semester since the 
1990s as a partnership between New 

Carlos Bueno [left] and Jesus Pereda [right] talk to Monique Ortiz [center] about the 
Latino Business Student Association.

By NICOLE PADILLA/For the Daily Titan

Student Programs and Student Life, 
said Serena Cline, acting senior coor-
dinator of New Student Programs.

Clubs and organizations at the 
event offered sign-up sheets for mail-
ing lists to learn about events each 
club sponsors. 

Many clubs also gave away snacks 
and school supplies to capture stu-

See DISCOVERFEST, Page 2

Front and Center 2008

ABOVE: Singer and 
songwriter Stevie 
Nicks performed 

at the 13th annual 
Front and Center 

event.
RIGHT: From left 

to right, Rodger 
Talbot, chair of 

the Blue Ribbon 
Committee, Cal 

Winslow, chief 
executive officer of 

the Orangewood 
Children’s 

Foundation, Nicks, 
University President 
Milton Gordon and 

CSUF alumnus 
Marc Cherry.

Stevie Nicks, the headline performer 
at Cal State Fullerton’s Front and Cen-
ter 2008 performed 11 songs to a full 
house at the Honda Center on Feb. 2.

The CSUF performing arts students 
opened the evening for the 13th annual 
Front and Center event. Original songs 
and dance routines were performed 
highlighting famous Titans, like Ste-
ven G. Mihaylo, who recently donated 
$30 million to the university’s College 
of Business and Economics, and Marc 
Cherry, creator and executive producer 
of ABC’s Desperate Housewives.

“This was a great evening. We always 
enjoy Front and Center and this was a 
great audience, largest ever,” said CSUF 
President Milton Gordon.

 

Free glow bowling: On Thurs. Feb. 
7, the TSU is offering students a fun, 
futuristic way to relax in between 
classes. Stop by the Titan Bowl and 
Billiards from 3 to 7 p.m.

Madden ‘08 Tournament: Come 
by the Titan Gaming Center at the 
TSU to watch or participate in the 
fun. The event takes place on Feb. 7 
at 4:00 p.m. and prizes are awarded 
to the first and second place win-
ners. 

Women’s Basketball: CSUF Wom-
en’s basketball team plays against 
UC Santa Barbara on Feb. 7 at 7 
p.m. in the Titan Gym.
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“

“ “We’re a fragile team. We 
battled the entire half to get 
within three, and [the Titans] 
throw in one at halftime” 

– Don Monson,
  Long Beach State 49ers  

basketball coach, regarding the 
defeat by the Titans

See Sports, page 8

Small town mayor 
steals neighbor’s dog
   ALICE, Texas - A small-town 
mayor accused of secretly keeping 
her neighbors’ dog after telling 
them the pet died has resigned, 
and a judge is set to decide cus-
tody of the Shih Tzu.
   Grace Saenz-Lopez apologized 
Friday to Alice residents.    
   A custody hearing Monday is 
expected to decide who gets Pud-
dles, who Saenz-Lopez renamed 
“Panchito” after taking the dog 
last summer.
   A family accuses Saenz-Lopez 
of refusing to return the dog after 
leaving it in her care while they 
went on vacation. A day after 
her neighbors left, Saenz-Lopez 
called to tell them Puddles had 
died.
  Three months later, a  relative 
of the neighbors saw the pet dog 
groomer. When Saenz-Lopez re-
fused to return the dog, the fam-
ily filed a criminal complaint
and a civil lawsuit against her. 

For all of the babies of the ‘80s 
looking for an update on their 
favorite fighters, College Hu-
mor brings you Street Fighter: 
The Later Years. This multi-part 
parody offers a look into the lives 
of the characters SNES junkies 
grew to know and love. Part one 
features  Street Fighter characters 
Zangief and Dhalsim, who have 
since moved on and picked up 
new jobs since their days of fight-
ing. The scene is set for a glimpse 
into what could have become of 
our favorite video game heros 
and villians. 

yOUTUBE: STREET 
FIGHTERS 

WEATHER
Today

Tuesday

wednesday

Thursday

friday

Sunny / High: 60, Low: 41   

Sunny/ High: 62, Low: 42    

Mostly Sunny / High: 66, Low: 45

Sunny / High: 70, Low: 47

Sunny / High: 72, Low: 49
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cording to Senior Deputy District 
Attorney Dan Hess.

A fifth Kuwaiti student was also 
expelled for allegedly bribing Smith 
to fix the student’s grades.

Hess said the 
four students 
admitted to giv-
ing Smith about 
$4,700 in bribes, 
but Smith said 
the amount was 
less.

Smith also said 
she never had ac-
cess to change 
grades for the 
fifth student and 
denied accept-
ing an additional 
bribe of $2,500.

“My guess is that she took the 
money and didn’t do anything,” 
Hess said.

Originally, Smith, who had been 
employed with the university for 
about 16 years, wasn’t entirely forth-
coming, according to Hess.

Smith pleaded not guilty during 
a pretrial hearing in September of 
2007 and denied even knowing the 
students.

However, after evidence and tes-
timony was presented from the stu-
dents, Smith later admitted to ac-
cepting the bribes from one student 
who handled the transactions. 

Three had 
already been 
admitted, and 
she held back 
on admitting 
the fourth 
student be-
cause univer-
sity staff might 
have been 
catching on 
to the scheme 
by then, Hess 
said.

While some 
of the students had met CSUF ad-
mission requirements, it still doesn’t 
make a difference in the case.

“Just because you qualify doesn’t 
mean you get to go ahead of every-
one else,” Hess said.

Hess was to present evidence 
against Smith last Tuesday, but 
didn’t have to since the defendant 
pleaded guilty.

“We had the evidence and we 
See SMITH, Page 2
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A taste of Italy in 
downtown Fullerton

A pair of New York Giants’ fans at Cirivello’s in Long Beach celebrate after their team 
scored a touchdown in the fourth quarter against the New England Patriots.

By SEAN BELK/Daily Titan Staff Writer

New york pulls off 17-14 
upset in Superbowl XLII

Associated Press

The Giants had the perfect answer 
for the suddenly imperfect Patriots: a 
big, bad defense and an improbable 
comeback led by their own Mr. Cool 
quarterback, Eli Manning.

In one of the biggest upsets in 
Super Bowl history, New York shat-
tered New England’s unbeaten season 
17-14 Sunday night as Manning hit 
Plaxico Burress on a 13-yard fade 
with 35 seconds left. It was the Gi-
ants’ 11th straight victory on the road 
and the first time the Patriots tasted 
defeat in more than a year.

It was the most bitter of losses, too, 
because 12-point favorite New Eng-
land (18-1) was one play from win-
ning and getting the ultimate revenge 
for being penalized for illegally taping 
opponents’ defensive signals in the 
season-opener against the New York 
Jets.

But its defense couldn’t stop a final, 
frantic 12-play, 83-yard drive that 
featured a spectacular leaping catch 
by David Tyree, who had scored New 
York’s first touchdown on the open-
ing drive of the fourth quarter.

“It’s the greatest feeling in profes-
sional sports,” Burress said before 
bursting into tears.

“That’s a position you want to be 
in,” said Manning, who followed old-
er brother Peyton’s MVP performance 
last year with one of his own. “You 
can’t write a better script. There were 
so many big plays on that drive.”

And now the 1972 Miami Dol-
phins can pop another bottle of 
champagne in celebration of a record 
still intact, the only perfect season in 
the Super Bowl era.

The Patriots were done in not so 
much by the pressure of the first un-
beaten season in 35 years as by the 
pressure of a smothering Giants pass 
rush. Tom Brady, the league’s Most 
Valuable Player and winner of his 
first three Super Bowl, was sacked 
five times, hurried a dozen more and 
at one point wound up on his knees, 
his hands on his hips following one of 
many poor throws in New England’s 
lowest scoring game of the season.

“They played well,” Patriots coach 
Bill Belichick said. “They made some 
plays. We made some plays. They just 
made a few more. We played as hard 
as we could. We just couldn’t make 
enough plays.”

Hardly a familiar position for the 
record-setting Patriots and their me-
gastar quarterback. And a totally 
strange outcome for a team that 
seemed destined for historic glory.

Oddly, it was a loss to the Patriots 
that sparked New York’s stunning 
run to its third Super Bowl and sixth 
NFL title. New England won 38-35 
in Week 17 as the Patriots became the 
first team in 35 years to go spotless 
through the regular season. But by 
playing hard in a meaningless game 
for them, the Giants (14-6) gained 
something of a swagger and Manning 
cast found his footing.

Their growing confidence carried 
them through playoff victories at 
Tampa, Dallas and Green Bay, and 
then past the mightiest opponent of 
all.

Not that the Patriots were very 
mighty this day. They even conceded 
with 1 second on the clock as coach 
Bill Belichick ran across the field to 

See SUPERBOWL, Page 2
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dents’ interest.
Organizations such as Titan Tusk 

Force, a school spirit group, used free 
giveaways to talk to students and get 
them involved.

“Our turnout has been amazing,” 
said Kayleigh Atwater, the Vice Chair 
of Titan Tusk Force. “We’ve already 
given away four boxes of notebooks 
and each box has 80 notebooks.”

Titan Tusk Force was able to use 
the event last week to promote the 
new Titan rewards Program the or-
ganization is presenting.

Atwater said as part of the Titan 
rewards Program, students can swipe 
their Titan Cards at basketball games 
to earn points that can be used to earn 
prizes. Students were able to swipe 
their Titan Card at Discoverfest to 
earn their first point.

ryan Meily, president of the Japa-
nese Anime Club, was also excited 
about the event.

“It’s going pretty well,” Meily said. 
“We had a better turnout last semes-
ter, but this [school year] was the first 
time in a long time that our group has 
had a table [at Discoverfest].”

Meily said the Japanese Anime 
Club last attended Discoverfest in 
2002.

“I think Discoverfest is essential to 
our club,” Meily said. “It’s very hard 
to publicize a club. This just helps 
us to get to people who don’t know 
about us.”

The Japanese Anime Club received 
over 100 e-mail addresses for their 
mailing list from the fall semester’s 
Discoverfest, and hoped for a sub-
stantial turnout in the spring as well.

Cline said she hopes the event gets 
students involved on Cal State Fuller-
ton’s campus.

The event featured a variety of cam-

Steve Navarro waves a Filipino flag while Jay-Roel Gomez, Kimi Teng and Kiel David exchange information about the Pilipino 
American Student Association. 

By NICOLE PADILLA/For the Daily Titan

DISCOVERFEST: CLUBS RECRUITING STUDENTS
From Page 1

pus clubs and organizations, includ-
ing campus-oriented, ethnic-oriented 
and major-oriented organizations.

Cline said New Student Programs 
and Student Life organize Discover-
fest to promote a sense of community 
among students.

“The purpose is to give students 
the opportunity to discover different 
ways to get involved and engaged on 

campus,” Cline said.
Cline also added the event was 

a great way for students to not only 
learn about more than 150 clubs and 
organizations on the CSUF campus, 
but to get involved.

“research shows a student who is 
involved is much more likely to per-
sist through and graduate because 
they feel connected. They’re more 

likely to stay,” Cline said.
She said it was a convenience for 

students because they could learn 
about a variety of clubs and organi-
zations by walking through the quad 
rather than seeking out clubs all over 
campus.

“I think it’s great. It’s two days 
where [student clubs and organiza-
tions] are in one place,” Cline said.

15-year-old shoots family with father’s gun 

Officials search for missing “expert” skiers
 SAN FRANCISCO (AP) – A search was still under way Sunday after-

noon for two missing skiers who were last seen at a Lake Tahoe resort during 
a storm that dumped up to 2½ feet of snow as winter storms unleashed 
severe weather across the state.

The skiers spent a stormy night outside after being reported missing Satur-
day night at the Alpine Meadows resort just north of Lake Tahoe, and more 
snow was falling Sunday, said Placer County sheriff’s Sgt. Allan Carter.

Authorities have not released the names or hometowns of the missing 
men, ages 32 and 35, but described them as expert skiers.

They were last seen late Saturday morning at a resort bar listening to ad-
vice about different outlying areas to ski.

While authorities were unsure where they went, Carter said rescuers were 
searching a wide area that included the backside of Alpine Meadows on the 
west side of the Sierra crest outside the ski resort’s boundaries.

Carter called the skiers’ chances of survival “pretty good” as about 15 
members of the Alpine Meadows’ ski patrol joined a 10-member sheriff’s 
Nordic team in the search for the skiers.

NATIONAL

STATE

6.0 earthquake injures nearly 400 in Rwanda
 KIGALI, Rwanda (AP) – Two earthquakes struck hours apart Sunday in 

rwanda and neighboring Congo, killing at least 39 people including some 
who were in a church that collapsed. Nearly 400 were injured. 

A magnitude-6.0 quake struck Congo early, according to the U.S. Geo-
logical Survey. The second quake, which registered 5.0, hit a few hours later 
near the countries’ border in rwanda’s rural rusizi District.

In rwanda, 34 people were killed and 231 wounded. rescuers were 
searching for more victims.

 In the city of Bukavu, Mayor raisi Kunda said five people were killed and 
149 injured. Kunda said many homes as well as schools and churches were 
damaged in the city, but the extent was not immediately clear.

INTErNATIONAL

   COCKEYSVILLE, Md. (AP) – A 15-year-old boy fatally shot his parents 
and two younger brothers as they slept, then spent more than a day with 
friends before returning home and calling 911 to report that his father was 
dead, police said Sunday.
     Police went to their suburban Baltimore home and later charged Nicholas 
Waggoner Browning after he admitted to the slayings, Baltimore County 
Police spokesman Bill Toohey said.
    Browning was charged as an adult with four counts of first-degree murder 
in the slayings of his father, lawyer John Browning, 45; his mother Tamara, 
44; and his brothers Gregory, 13, and Benjamin, 11.
     The teen had not been getting along with his father, police said. On 
Friday night, he went into the house after other family members had gone 
to sleep and shot each of them. His father’s handgun had been in the house, 
police said. 
    Even if convicted as an adult of first-degree murder, Browning is too 
young under state law to face the death penalty.

IN OTHEr NEWS

were ready to go forward,” said Dis-
trict Attorney Spokesperson Farrah 
Emami. 

“The evidence supported the 
charges.”

She said the issue should not be 
taken lightly because not only did 
the defendant commit fraud against 
the state, but Smith also took spots 
away from other foreign students 
who applied to the heavily attended 
university. 

Out of CSUF’s student popula-
tion of nearly 37,130 students, 3 
percent are from foreign countries, 
according to the most recent census 
information. 

International students must go 
through more of a detailed appli-
cation process than students in the 
United States.

“It’s an issue of bribes, but it’s also 
an issue of fairness for students who 
have to be there,” Emami said.

Immediately after admissions and 
records staff discovered the fraud 
during a “regular review of data pro-
cessing activity,” officials contacted 
authorities and the proper actions 
were taken, CSUF’s spokesperson 
Paula Selleck said.  

Smith was terminated from her 
employment in May of 2007.

“She no longer works for the uni-
versity,” Selleck said. “[CSUF staff] 
discovered why it occurred and took 
steps to investigate.”

Immediately after the incident, 
the university made sure it would 
not be possible for this to happen 
again. 

During the fall semester, admis-
sions staff were in the process of 
transitioning to a new system and 
have since taken integral steps to 
make sure employees don’t have that 
option anymore, Selleck said.

Smith is scheduled to appear at 
the Orange County Jail on March 
14 at 6 p.m.

From Page 1

SMITH: AN 
ISSUE OF 
BRIBERy 
AND ALSO 
FAIRNESS

shake the hand of jubilant Giants 
coach Tom Coughlin, then headed 
to the locker room, ignoring the final 
kneeldown.

That it was Manning taking that 
knee was stunning. He not only 
matched his brother’s achievement of 
last year with the Indianapolis Colts, 
but he showed the brilliant precision 

late in the game usually associated 
with, well, Brady.

Peyton Manning was seen in a 
luxury box jumping up and pumping 
both fists when Burress, who didn’t 
practice all week because of injuries, 
caught the winning score.

“We just hung in there on offense, 
kept executing,” said Burress, who 
wasn’t far off on the 23-17 predic-

tion he made a few days ago. “It came 
down to one play and we made it.”

The Giants became the first NFC 
wild card team to win a Super Bowl; 

four AFC teams have done it. They 
also are the second wild-card champi-
ons in three years, following the Pitts-
burgh Steelers after the 2005 season.

SUPERBOWL: NEW ENGLAND FALLS SHORT OF PERFECTION
From Page 1
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New trigen project to help CSUF sustain energy usage

By DANIEL MONZON
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Construction has begun on a 
combined power and air condition-
ing plant at the southwest corner 
of the Cal State Fullerton campus 
that promises to increase efficiency 
while meeting the growing power 
demands of the campus.

The new facility is called a “tri-
gen” facility, as its three functions 
will be to generate heating, cool-
ing and electricity for the CSUF 
campus. 

The facility will hold “a turbine 
engine that will generate up to four 
megawatts of electricity and in the 
process of that, it will generate 

Campus officials believe 
the cost will be recouped 
over the next 10-15 years

heat” that, in turn, will be used to 
power one of the chillers, said Wil-
lem Van Der Pol, CSUF physical 
plant director, who is in charge of 
all plant operations.

A chiller is a machine that re-
moves heat from a liquid via a 
vapor-compression or absorption 
refrigeration cycle. 

The natural gas turning the tur-
bine will be supplying electricity 
allowing the campus to take care 
of its most basic needs and leading 
to a reduction in the campus’ de-
pendency on Southern California 
Edison for its electricity supply. 

In addition, the turbine will 
generate more of the campus’ elec-
tricity itself, thus avoiding any 
brownouts.

DMJM Harris, the firm in-
volved in the building of the new 
facility, specializes in design-con-
struct, among other things, and 
deals with energy conservation 

projects with large public entities, 
such as high schools, universities, 
hospitals, etc. 

They are the design-build con-
tractor responsible for completing 
the proj-
ect, by 
replacing 
the old 
h e a t i n g 
and cool-
ing sys-
tems for 
the exist-
ing build-
ings on 
campus.

T h e 
construc-
tion of the 
facility, which began on Jan. 23, 
could not have come at a better 
time for CSUF.

The construction of the new Ste-
ven G. Mihaylo College of Busi-

ness and Economics building and 
the continued expansion of the 
campus is beyond what the central 
plant was designed for. 

Although efficient, the central 
plant is no 
longer suffi-
cient for the 
campus as 
its power de-
mands have 
increased.

“ T h e 
College of 
Business is 
probably the 
straw that 
broke the 
p r ov e r b i a l 
back,” said 

James Corbett, assistant director of 
the Physical Plant, whose respon-
sibilities include, among other 
things, construction projects on 
campus.

The trigen facility will take ap-
proximately one year to build.

“We’ll do site work, then the 
chillers will take about eight 
months and then the co-genera-
tion, the generating turbine, will 
take probably closer to a year to 14 
months,” Corbett said.

The new trigen facility is more 
efficient and environmentally 
friendly than the current system in 
place. 

At a utility generating station, 
waste heat is given off to the envi-
ronment, Corbett said.

CSUF will generate between 
“four-and-a-half to 12 or 13 mega-
watts of power alone ... we’re going 
to produce the base load power, 
which means the unit can run 100 
percent round-the-clock,” Corbett 
said.

Maintenance would work on the 
facility during down times, when 
the facility was not fully running.

“

“It’s [the facility is] part 
of a bigger project we have 
with the campus to do energy           
conservation projects.

– Brad Pottenger,
                         DMJM Harris 

During the times when there is 
a minimal amount of power being 
used on the campus, especially at 
night, no electricity will be bor-
rowed from Edison, except for the 
mornings and afternoons when 
power usage will go up.

“It’s [the facility is] part of a 
bigger project we have with the 
campus to do energy conservation 
projects,” said Brad Pottenger, of 
DMJM Harris, the project man-
ager. 

“The school uses those energy 
savings [provided by the more ef-
ficient equipment] to help pay for 
the project.”

The energy generated over the 
long run will save the university 
money that would have other-
wise been spent on acquiring en-
ergy from outside sources,  Corbett 
said.

Over ten to fifteen years, the cost 
of the project will be recouped.
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By Jacquelyn Rumfola 
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

news@dailytitan.com

As Johnny Cash hums through 
the speakers in the background, aro-
mas of garlic and basil waft through 
the air. 

The flickering of candlelight off 
yellow-painted walls is accompanied 
by laughter and pleasant conversa-
tion. 

This is a dream made reality by 
two young brothers. 

David Roman was 25 when he 
agreed to start a business in the res-
taurant industry with his 23-year-
old brother Giovanni. 

Through hard work, persever-
ance and a little help from family 
and friends, the two have managed 
to build a career out of their grand-
mother’s recipes, and in the process, 
bring the spirit of Italy to Fullerton.  

“I remember sitting in church 
every Sunday and dreaming of my 
grandmother’s meatballs,” David 
said. “Food was definitely the focal 
point of my family.” 

Raised in Silver Spring, Md., Da-
vid and Giovanni grew up in a close-
knit family. 

Each Sunday they would gather at 
their grandmother’s house for pasta 
and meatballs.  

Both recall seeing their grand-
mother, Ghisbe, and their mother, 
Rosemarie, perfecting an art form in 
the kitchen.

“Cooking was always a mystery 
to me as a kid," Giovanni said. “It 
wasn’t until we decided to open a 
restaurant that I really began learn-
ing how to cook.”

The brothers were not new to the 
business of food when they started. 

Their family has owned Italian 
restaurants before. It was experience 
from family restaurants that pro-
voked the idea in David and Gio-
vanni to branch off and open their 
own.

“We decided to open a restaurant 
in 2000,” David said. “We ran into 

The essence of Italy in the heart of Fullerton
a problem getting funds for the proj-
ect because we were so young and 
the restaurant business is tough.”

By maxing out a few credit cards 
and taking loans from their sisters, 
the Roman brothers were on their 
way to becoming entrepreneurs. 

Although they faced obstacles in 
acquiring a location, Gerry Whikes, 
a restaurant owner, agreed to sub-
lease his restaurant to them in Janu-
ary of 2001. 

Seven days later, after hanging a 
few pictures and painting the place, 
the Romans opened their first res-
taurant in Sunset Beach. 

They named it Roman Cucina 
-- Roman for the family name and 
Cucina, meaning "kitchen" in Ital-
ian.

“When we opened in Sunset 
Beach, we were there every day, all 
day, for a while,” David said. “We 
built awareness by flagging the near-
by neighborhoods with 20 percent 
off' fliers. We were also really lucky 
to get a review in the Orange County 
Register and in the Long Beach Press 
Telegram the same weekend, shortly 
after the opening.”

Although they were making suc-
cessful leaps in their profession, both 
had personal issues that were pre-
venting them from reaching their 
full potential.  

“We were going out and partying 
too much,” Giovanni said. “We were 
younger then, so with time we grew 
up and settled down a little.”

With the calming of their party 
days and the restaurant in Sunset 
Beach being a hit, the Roman broth-
ers opened a second Roman Cucina 
in downtown Fullerton off Harbor 
Boulevard in early 2005.        

“Through Christianity and servant 
leadership, I was able to overcome 
my problem with drinking,” David 
said. “Getting past that allowed me 
to open this location [Fullerton] 
with success.”    

Michael Cotsenmomer, a 27-year-
old resident of Placentia, is a regular 
at the Fullerton location. 

He said the sautéed mushrooms 
are “absolutely amazing,” and added 
that his favorite course is the “Ala 
Checca,” a pasta dish with olive oil, 
garlic, Roma tomatoes and basil. 

Also incorporated in the menu is 
David's favorite dish as a child.

“Every year on my birthday, I 
would ask my mother to make me 
Beef Milanese, which is a breaded 
steak,” David said.

Roman Cucina is adorned with 
pictures of some of Italy’s finest box-
ers, flags from the different regions 
of the country and hanging chande-
liers displaying glowing white lights.  

A large picture of Elvis hangs 
on a wall behind the bar next to a 
small black and white photo of their 
grandfather. 

The music is a mix of vocal jazz, 
classic hits and new age pop.  

Servers are dressed in black. 
The sides of the their shirts bran-

dish the logo of a yellow bird.
“The bird is an eagle,” 21-year-old 

bartender John Flynn said. “It is dis-
played on the flag of the region of 
Friuli, which is where their [David 
and Giovanni] father is from,” Flynn 
said, pointing to one of the many 
banners hanging on the ceiling. 

David and Giovanni have opened 
another Roman Cucina in Costa 
Mesa and, more recently, one in 
Laguna Hills. Although they might 
continue expanding their business, 
the brothers are content for the mo-
ment.  

“Four restaurants keep us pretty 
busy,” David, 34, said. “There are 
no definite plans right now. I just 
recently got married and Giovanni 
just got engaged, so we will continue 
to smooth out what we’ve built so far 
and enjoy life.”

Giovanni, 30, has become the 
head of the kitchen, practicing new 
techniques he learns from cookbooks 
and experimenting with different in-
gredients. 

Both brothers said they enjoy 
their lives as restaurant owners and 
give praise to the customers who 
continue to come back. 

“I love meeting new people and 
seeing regulars come in,” David said. 
“It is probably the best part of the 
job.”

Roman Cunica shows the 
public what authentic 
Italian cooking tastes like.

Eric Baker, 25, 
Radio-Television-
Film major at Cal 
State Fullerton and a 
bartender at Roman 
Cucina creates a 
Rasberry Martini.

The inside of Roman Cucina Restaurant is clad with flags, photopraphs, soccer jerseys and anything Italian.
Photos By nathan wheadon/daily titan features editor

stevie nicks; 
still beautiful, 
still rocking

By Julianna cRisalli
Daily Titan Managing Editor

jcrisalli@dailytitan.com

A sea of blond and lace, of all ages, 
waited impatiently for the goddess of 
rock to take the stage.

Stevie Nicks, the headline performer 
at Cal State Fullerton’s Front and Cen-
ter 2008 at the Honda Center, entered 
in classic fashion - black lace, tall boots 
and a smooth voice. The goddess has 
arrived.

But before Nicks and her band 
played their first note, CSUF perform-
ers entertained the masses with origi-
nal songs and dance routines courtesy 
of Titan performing arts. She looked 
beautiful as always in black leather 
pants, a black and gold shawl.

Nicks had to cut her show short be-
cause of the CSUF performances that 
opened the show. After hearing the 
set, the song choices were a little disap-
pointing. Don’t get me wrong, I love 
the classics, but I wish I could have 
heard some of the other songs she has 
been singing on her recent tour like 
“Sara” and “Beauty and the Beast.”

She began the night with her clas-
sic “Stand Back,” which still includes 
her famous high-kick and about nine 
or 10 twirls. Her band was in top form 
including intense percussion inter-
ludes and amazing drum solos. 

Now, let me just say, I know it has 
be a cliche to say “she/he seems so 
down-to-Earth,” but to Nicks fans, she 
couldn’t be more accommodating. It 
has become a tradition for fans to flock 
to the front of the stage during “Edge of 
Seventeen” for Nick’s “edge walk” where 
she shakes hands and hugs her fans. For 
a woman who has created such a classic, 
ethereal and mystical look, her warm 
smile couldn’t have been bigger walking 
among her fans.

After the concert Nicks met with 
press and select concert attendees like 
Gordon and Cherry. Being in the 
presence of the rock gypsy herself was 
amazing. Even with her boots she only 
comes to about my shoulders (I’m 5”8’). 
So all in all the evening was a success. I 
was about a foot from a legend and was 
witness to CSUF faculty and professors 
dancing with their hands above theirs 
heads and singing along to every word. 
It was a great night.
– For the full story go to dailytitan.com

Get your news online.
www. dailytitan.com
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Clockwise from left - Stevie Nicks performs during Front and Center 2008 at the Honda Center on Feb 2. Marc Cherry, the creator and executive producer of  ABC’s Desperate Housewives, dances 
with the CSUF performing arts students. Nicks performed 11 songs throughout the evening. Students perform a song in honor of CSUF Alumnus Cherry.
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CSUF performing arts students and headliner 
Stevie Nicks entertain at the Honda Center
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The big game is all hype
Super Bowl Sunday – A Sab-

bath day for sports fanatics. For 
some people it is truly the holiest 
of holy days, but why?

Every year it is built up to be 
something spectacular. People 
who have never even watched 
football unite with enthusiasts for 
the “big game.”

Some people may watch for the 
sport, but many watch for other 
reasons, such as the Super Bowl 
halftime performer (nobody will 
forget when Janet Jackson flashed 
a little flesh to millions of viewers) 
or fresh, comical commercials.

But how did the Super Bowl 
become so built up?

When did we decide to clean 
house, barbecue, drink and 
scream over a touchdown with 
friends who can’t even name the 
very person who just scored that 
touchdown?

It’s crazy to think of the many 
people who actually put an entire 
day away for a game, a few songs 
and cheesey new advertisements.

Ever seen the Simpsons epi-
sode, “Sunday, Cruddy Sunday” 
– season 10, when they summed 
up this event?

Homer and some of his friends 
pile into a bus and road trip down 
to Miami for the Super Bowl, 
only to find out that their tickets 
were fake.

But thanks to some Matt 
Groening magic, the motley crew 
manage to luck their way into a 
luxury sky box.

But once inside, they party in-
stead of watching the game.

They never even looked at the 
field. The show was about the 
journey Homer and his bar bud-
dies made to get to the Super 
Bowl and how over-hyped the 
actual game is.

It is over-glorified and it is 
amusing to know what actually 
amuses other people.

Viewers go out of their way 
on this one Sunday so they can 
sit, eat, watch (some or all of ) 
the game and then drink and eat 
some more.

And then what? What do peo-
ple do next?

Some clean house to make 
sure their carpets aren’t stained by 
beer and their couches don’t per-
manently stink of stale chips and 
hardening salsa chunks.

Some laugh with friends in 
astonishment, or in mockery, at 
the outcome, and some cry with 
acquaintances in disdain over the 
bad calls made by the referees.

Some even read about the 
game in the newspaper the next 
day and dream about the coming 
season and the media circus that 
will surely follow.

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct 
all comments, questions or concerns 
along with your full name and major 
to Executive Editor Ian Hamilton at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com

Letters 
to the
Editor:

Bush’s legacy still in doubt
By Joshua BurTon

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

President Bush delivered his 
eighth and final State of the Union 
address on Monday, outlining a lot 
of what he would like to see done, 
what should be done and what he 
has done – with a little Bush opti-
mism thrown in. 

He started the speech off on an 
ominous tone, reminding everyone 
how the country had been “tested 
in ways none of us could have imag-
ined.”

Bush also proudly attributed the 
triumph over these tests to the force 
of its own democratic system.

This is the same systemthat has 
given rise to seemingly unparalleled 
partisan bickering, something Bush 
almost jokingly admits early in the 
speech.

“We faced hard decisions,” he 
said. “These issues call for vigorous 

debate, and I think it's fair to say 
we've answered the call.”

I thought that part was funny, but 
no one else laughed.

To help the ailing economy, Bush 
suggested extending his tax cut pro-
grams (which have been heavily ac-
cused of favoring the rich) and urged 
Congress to pass the economic 
stimulus package he submitted last 
week. 

Unfortunately, economic down-
turns aren’t something a president 
vies for at the end of his term. The 
mere fact that it needed to be ad-
dressed doesn’t bode well for his 
legacy, especially since Bill Clinton’s 
term before him was marked with a 
soaring economy. 

Bush spent a lot of time talking 
about Iraq, which was to be ex-
pected. He promised to send 3,200 
more Marines to country and bring 
20,000 other troops home. He also 
pointed out the great successes Iraq 
has seen following the surge.

Since the globe needs democracy, 
he also reminded Congress of his ef-
forts to rid the Middle East of radi-
calism through stability in Iraq. And 
as any good media major knows, if 
you say it enough, then it becomes 
true.

“We are engaged in the defining 
ideological struggle of the 21st cen-
tury,” he said.

It looked like Bush's real plan was 
to define his legacy and the century's 
struggle all in one sentence. I'm sure 
political analysts were thanking their 
lucky stars for the time he saved 
them with that one.

This is a simple thread to spin 
here at home, but as the war goes on 
– long after it was intended – history 
may not treat Bush so well, despite 
the successes he is certain of in Iraq.

Perhaps the most distracting 
theme of the speech may have been 
the tension that bubbled beneath 
the surface of the president’s words 
between himself and Congress. At 

almost every turn, whether it was 
about foreign policy or domestic is-
sues, Bush had some critical remark 
to fire at his legislature.

One major facet of the speech 
seemed to be Congress’ involvement 
in all of Bush’s plans. At every sug-
gestion, Bush urged Congress to put 
aside partisan squabbles and pass his 
bills without hindering his decisive 
actions.

The problem here is that instead of 
the list of accomplishments America 
wanted to hear, we heard suggestions 
to fix persisting problems.

Through it all, Bush asserts, 
Americans are a tough breed and we 
are empowered by freedom. If Con-
gress leaves us alone to spend our tax 
refunds and vote for the right guy in 
the next election, we will be OK.

The problem is America doesn’t 
seem to be as hopeful as its president. 
Bush’s union, almost eight years in, 
seems less like a finished product 
and more like a work in progress.

addicted celebrities may inject 
a little acceptance into society The Gossip Girl

By Amy Robertson
opinion@dailytitan.com

There are things about me you 
don’t know – things I would nev-
er want you to know.

But although I personally don’t 
have an addiction, besides my ob-
session with cheese, and the clos-
est I’ve been to rehab is watching 
episodes of “Intervention” on TV, 
I cannot say the same about ac-
tress Eva Mendes.

Mendes, who recently checked 
into Lindsay Lohan's former re-
hab center, and the majority of 
celebrities out there lack one 
luxury that we “common folk” 
have the pleasure of enjoying – 
privacy.

Matters such as struggling 
with addiction, suffering nervous 
breakdowns or battling eating 
disorders are problems the aver-
age person would probably never 
want others to know about. 

Celebrities are not only stalked 

by paparazzi constantly, but they 
face people knowing every facet of 
their life from what brand toilet 
paper they buy to the dates of their 
most recent rehab stint.

Being in the spotlight most often 
means dealing with personal issues 
being placed in the open as public 
knowledge.

And, unless you’re media-hungry 
Britney Spears, I’m sure most stars 
want that same sort of privacy as 
well. However, it’s not as easy for ce-
lebrities as it is for us to hide things 
from the likes of Perez Hilton.

And it is for this reason that I’m 
partly glad I dropped my theater 
major and decided not to become a 
wealthy and famous actress.

Maintaining my normalcy in a 
world of average people has shown 
me how adept we are when it comes 
to secrecy.

We hide things from our parents, 

neighbors, significant others and, if 
the secret is juicy enough, from just 
about everyone else in our lives. We 
fear any unattractive qualities being 
revealed and the repercussions that 
may arise from such exposure.

However, this exposure is a prob-
lem that celebrities must deal with 
on a daily basis. Moreover, not only 
are we guilty of allowing such dis-
regard for their privacy to continue 
but, in fact, we encourage it – profit-
ing off celebrities in their personal, 
embarrassing times.

With reality shows like “Celeb-
rity Rehab with Dr. Drew” and gos-
sip magazines like “Us Weekly,” an 
abundance of people are making 
money off celebrity slip-ups while 
the rest of us view them as entertain-
ment – from poking fun at them to 
genuinely enjoying reading about 
their scandals.

Nevertheless, there is more we can 

acquire from celebrity lows than 
just money and pleasure.

By putting it all out there in 
the open, celebrities have turned 
the ugly parts of their life – the 
addictions, the breakdowns – 
from gossip headlines into more 
acceptable topics.

My prediction is that this ac-
ceptance for celebrity mistakes 
will overflow into the rest of so-
ciety – making us all more open 
and accepting of our friends and 
family and less afraid to show  our 
faults. It’ll only make us healthier 
as a culture.
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Humorscopes
brought to you by humorscope.com    

 Aries (March 21 - April 19)
  Today you will have a sudden and brilliant  
 idea for how to eliminate the U.S. federal  
 deficit. “Let’s all just pretend there isn’t one!”,  
 you’ll say.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
 In this world you have a choice between  
 being clever, and being pleasant. I recom 
 mend pleasant.

 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
         You will overhear people talking about you  
 today, and realize that you have a reputation  
 as a real stud hombre cyber-muffin. You will  
 find that intensely irritating.

 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
  You will find a renewed interest in home  
 repair or remodelling soon. Oddly, that will  
 occur shortly after a visit by your nephew. 

 Leo (July 23 - August 22)
 Don’t worry about your hair. It’s your breath  
 that makes people look at you like that.

 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
          A good day to start getting your affairs in  
 order. You shouldn’t be having affairs any 
 way, so the least you can do is tidy them up. 

 Libra (September 22 - October 22)
     You are playing with fire at work, and you’re  
 likely to get burned. Why not strap a lot of  
 fire extinguishers to yourself, and wear oven  
 mitts? You might get some odd looks, but at  
 least that way you’ll be safe.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
 Today you will finally get around to exercisi 
 ng! Your cat will look at you like you’ve gone  
 completely whacky. Don’t be intimidated,  
 though -- at least you never get distracted  
 and forget that you’re holding your leg up  
 behind your head.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
         You just need to start believing in yourself.  
 Try getting other people to clap their hands,  
 if they believe in you.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
 You will design a really wonderful new type  
 of placemat, today, and it will make you fan 
 tastically wealthy, providing you get it on the  
 market before your competitors.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
 During a walk in the woods, you will spot  
 Mick Jagger. He will be gathering moss. You  
 will find that strangely disturbing.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
              You will discover that you can                   
              rise one eyebrow by itself, but not the other. 

Looking for 5th grade tutor. Yorba 
Linda area. Responsible individu-
al. Call Luara at 714-863-8630. 

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

2500
Computers/Software

6500
Help Wanted

English/Math Tutor
Fullerton school looking for col-
lege students for part time tutor-
ing work for elementary students. 
Afternoons, good pay, please call 
(562) 631-4788

Room with private bath
Roommate wanted to share house 
near 5/55 fwys with 3 other stu-
dents/professionals. Clean, quiet, 
comfortable. Call Joan at 949-
496-1788,

Math Tutor needed part time eve-
nings. Math credential (may be in 
progress) and teaching experience 
required. Email resume: lisa@
northstarlearningcenter.com

Pentium 4 computer, Windows, 
17 inch color monitor, keyboard, 
and mouse. Complete computer in 
excellent condition. $199!!! Call 
714-598-6528.

Work on Campus! The American 
Language Program is seeking 
conversation partners for spring 
semester. Meet international 
students and share your culture. 
Dependability and fluency in 
English a must. Pick up an appli-
cation in CP-100 or call x4063.

TEACHERS/ TUTORS:  After 
school tutoring (ages K-12), high 
Math a plus,
$10-$15+/hr doe, M-F in Aliso 
Viejo, Call Jenia @ 949.305.8700

just read it.

Experienced servers, kitchen 
staff & bartenders needed for an 
upscale event catering company.  
Starting wages 15.00/ hr.  Please 
contact maria@foscaricuisine.com

Reservations Specialist wanted: 
Part-time position open. Must be 
available Monday, Wednesday, 
Saturday. Starting wage $10/
hr+extras.  Award winning fam-
ily hotel across from Disneyland.  
Applicants must be CUSTOMER 
SERVICE EXPERTS, upbeat, out-
going & active.  Excellent phone 
skills. Apply in person 9AM-5PM 
any day of the week.  Howard 
Johnson Plaza Hotel, 1380 S. 
Harbor Blvd., Anaheim, CA  
92802.  www.hojoanaheim.com.

Marketing Help: TriLeaf 
Marketing at home work, comp. 
skills needed. Pay $150-$700 per 
week. More info www.mynetad-
spro.com

Research Assistants 
needed
At social Science Research Center 
to conduct telephone interviews. 
On campus, flexible sched-
ule, great research experience! 
English, Spanish, and Korean 
speakers needed. $10.94/hr. Apply 
at MH-038(basement) or contact 
emily(714) 278-7690.

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on 
them. www.adcarclub.com.

Expansion program of Starpoint 
Trading Store, A small company 
is looking for SALES CLERK , 
Please contact us for more details. 
Requirements - Should be a com-
puter Literate. 4-6 hours access to 
the internet weekly. Efficient and 
Dedicated. If you are interested 
and need more information,Please 
send e-mail to clearicaloff-
ice1564@yahoo.com
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Men’s basketball tops Long BeachTennis loses again
By Brian Brady

Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

The Cal state fullerton women’s 
tennis team is still looking to get the 
ball rolling after azusa Pacific hand-
ed them their third consecutive loss 
last Wednesday.

The hosting Titans found them-
selves in an early hole when the 
team dropped two of three doubles 
matches. CsUf’s Cheyenne inglis 
and erin Wiesener were narrowly 
defeated by the Cougar’s Katy Jelsma 
and Kim Tran by a score of 8-6. Ti-
tans Karina akhmedova and shelly 
injejikian lost to aPU’s sheryl Bon 
and Bay daniels by the same score, 
while Brandy andrews and Jerusha 
Cruz turned in the only doubles win 
for the Titans, defeating lindsey 
Cloninger and Kim Tran, 8-6.

Other bright spots of the contest 
came with singles wins by akhme-
dova and injejikian. akehmedova 
made quick work of aPU’s Clon-
inger, defeating her in straight sets 
with scores of 6-3 and 6-1. injejikian 
defeated Cougar’s Casey Wetzig with 
ease, turning in a straight sets victory 
with scores of 6-1 and 6-2.

Unfortunately, things went down-
hill from there. aPU’s Katy Jelsma 
defeated Cheyenne inglis in two sets, 
6-3, 6-2. The Cougar’s sheryl Bon 
defeated Brandy andrews in straight 
sets, 6-1, 6-4. Her teammate Kim 
Tran brought down Titan Jerusha 
Cruz, also in straight sets, winning a 
first set tiebreak and a second set by 
a score of 6-1.

at the No. 1 spot for the Titans, 
Wiesener suffered a narrow defeat 
from left-handed Bay daniels. The 
match went to a third set that was 
ultimately decided by a super tie-
break. Wiesener played her oppo-
nent closely throughout the match, 
picking up her game in the second 
set. after dropping the first set to 
daniels, Wiesener was victorious in 
the second, pushing her opponent to 
the limits of her ability. daniels pre-
vailed in the super tiebreak, eventu-
ally taking the match, 6-3, 4-6 (8).

“i’ve learned a lot through my 
first matches,” Wiesener said after Josh Akognon lays in two of his team-high 18 points, helping the Titans secure a victory.

By Xavier Hernandez/daily Titan Staff Photographer

CsUf comes away with 
first victory at the Walter 
Pyramid in seven tries

By MicHaL oLSzewSki
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

seventh time was the charm for 
the Cal state fullerton Men’s basket-
ball team as they snapped a six game 
losing streak to the 2007 Big West 
Conference champion long Beach 
state, winning 91-75 at the Walter 
Pyramid Thursday, Jan. 31.

CsUf guards frank Robinson 
and Josh akognon each scored 18 
points, sharing team-high honors, 
but reigning Big West sixth Man of 
the Year Marcus Crenshaw proved 
to be the catalyst for the now 13-6 
(6-2) Titans.

Crenshaw scored 17 points off 
the bench, including five 3-pointers 
on 6-10 shooting in 22 minutes 
of play, helping the Titans to their 
fourth win in 14 games at the Pyra-
mid. Titan Head Coach Bob Burton 
said Crenshaw gave the team just the 
spark they needed off the bench.

long Beach state 49ers Head 
Coach don Monson talked about 
Crenshaw’s impact on the floor after 
the game.

“Crenshaw drilled threes in the 
second half that just buried us,” 
Monson said.

Crenshaw wasn’t the only Titan 
hitting long-range shots. CsUf re-
lied heavily on the 3-point ball to 
get the win, shooting 12-24 from 
behind the arc. in their previous 
12 wins, the Titans shot 46 percent 
from downtown, compared to 33 
percent in this season’s six losses.

“We preached all week about tak-
ing the three-point shot away and 
letting their big guys beat us, and 

Junior Shelly Injejikian returns a ball 
during a doubles match against APU at 
the home courts.

By daMon caSarez/daily Titan Staff Photographer

the match. “i’m going to practice 
hard and try to improve.”

although none of the Titans were 
in search of an excuse for defeat, 
the day was anything but ideal for 
tennis. about midway through the 
meeting, shadows began to creep 
onto the courts as the wind blew.

“The shadows were a little dis-
tracting, but as a tennis player you 
have to learn to put that sort of stuff 
aside and just focus on your match,” 
inglis said.

although the defeat was a let-
down, there was still a great deal to 
be taken from the match.

“We’ve got a young team and we’ll 
continue to improve as we learn to 
play together,” inglis said.

Head Coach Bill Reynolds was 
disappointed with the outcome, but 
held a hopeful outlook for the rest of 
the season. 

“You can tell them they’re good 
until you’re blue in the face, but they 
need to get a few more wins in be-
fore they’ll really believe it,” Reyn-
olds said. “it’s not so much about 
forehands or backhands; it’s about 
what’s in [their hearts].”

they did both,” Monson said.
CsUf forward scott Cutley said 

he was glad to end the 49ers winning 
streak against the Titans.

“it’s different, but programs go 
through their ups and downs. But 
i’m definitely not going to shed a 
tear [for them],” Cutley said.

Junior shooting guard donovan 
Morris led the way for the 4-15 
(1-6) 49ers. He had a game-high 31 
points on 11-20 shooting, adding 
five rebounds and five 3-pointers.

“[Morris] was great. He was able 
to get 19 points in the first half, but 
we were able to come out in the sec-
ond half and play better defense,” 
Burton said.

While fullerton was unable to 
slow down Morris in the first half, 
they still managed to take control of 
the game late in the first half with 
a 10-0 run to take the lead, 41-35. 
The 49ers looked to take some mo-
mentum into the locker room when 
Morris hit a 3-pointer with six sec-
onds remaining, but Titan point 
guard Junior Russell quickly ended 
their comeback hopes by hitting a 
shot just inside of the half court line 
at the buzzer to give the team a 49-
43 lead at halftime.

“We’re a fragile team. We battled 
the entire half to get within three, 
and [the Titans] throw one in at 
halftime and it [felt] like we lost,” 
Monson said.

The Titans were able to put the 
game away for good with a 13-2 run 
in the second half that stretched the 
lead to 82-61, capped by back-to-
back threes by Crenshaw and ako-
gnon, with 8:40 remaining in the 
game.

akognon, the Big West leading 
scorer at 21.2 points-per-game, re-
turned to action for the Titans fol-
lowing a one game absence due to a 
sprained finger.

Score keePer
The Cal state fullerton Men’s 

Basketball team defeated Cal state 
Northridge 80-72, handing the 
Matadors their first home loss of 
the season saturday night. also in 

action was Titan Women’s Basket-
ball, who defeated CsUN 59-55. 

For full coverage of these games 
check out tomorrow’s edition or go on-
line now to www.dailytitan.com
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