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Weiner Poopy: 
Jesus for ransom

An heirloom Jesus statue was 
taken ransom Thursday in Kent 
County from a woman who ap-
parently angered neighbors. Jean 
Mansel got a ransom note stat-
ing: ‘We are holding Jesus ran-
som until you clean up the poopy 
from  your weiners.’ Kidnappers 
accused Mansel of walking her 
dogs but not cleaning after them. 
‘Please clean up all the poopy if 
you want to see Jesus unharmed,’ 
they said. Source: Yahoo.com 

FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. 
(AP) – A lawyer has been charged 
with assault for shaking a federal 
prosecutor’s hand so hard, au-
thorities said, that it injured her 
shoulder.
Kathy Brewer Rentas, 49, was ar-
rested Thursday after attending 
a court hearing for her husband, 
who was accused of violating 
the terms of his probation for a 
cocaine distribution case. The 
husband, Anthony Rentas, was 
sentenced to 90 days of house ar-
rest.
After the hearing, Brewer Ren-
tas asked to shake hands with 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Jennifer 
Keene.
A court security officer reported 
that Brewer Rentas shook Keene’s 
hand so forcefully that the prose-
cutor’s arm was nearly ripped out 
of its socket.
“With Keene in hand, Brewer 
made an upward, then a quick 
downward motion and pulled 
Keene toward the ground mov-
ing her forward, almost causing 
Keene to fall to the ground,” 
Deputy U.S. Marshall Robert 
Kremenik Jr. wrote in a report.

Don’t shake too hard

  The Patrons of the Library an-
nounced the winners of their 
2007 Undergraduate Book Col-
lection Contest.
 Requirements included a col-
lection of at least 25 items based 
on a unifying principle or theme.  
The emphasis was on books, but 
up to 10 percent could consist of 
non-book items like pamphlets, 
periodicals, maps, manuscripts, 
photographs, etc. 
  Aaron Jamieson was the $500 
first prize winner. His specialty 
was books relating to the English 
language. Ashley D. Larson won 
second prize based with books 
about Latin America. 

Book Collector Winner

Celebrity collection lights up Chicano art exhibit  

By SARAH MENDOZA
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Cheech Marin is best known for 
his role as a character from the co-
medic pair Cheech and Chong, but 
these days you wont find him “Up 
in Smoke.” 

Instead, Marin is playing a huge 
role in bringing Chicano art to the 
forefronts. Recently, Marin brought 
his personal collection of Chicano 
art to Anaheim Muzeo with his 
presentation of “Chicano Art and 
Soul,” displaying about 100 draw-
ings and pastels by 26 Chicano art-
ists.

This collection is a three-part ex-
hibit. The exhibit includes a com-
pilation called “Papel Chicano,” 
displaying works on paper from 19 
artists.  Another portion of this exhi-
bition is the “Chicano Collection,” 
which consists of fine art prints. An 
interactive section called “Chicano 
Now” is also included, where kids 
can take a ride in a simulated 1957 
Chevy with hydraulic suspension, 
adding something fun for the whole 
family.

Muzeo is the second venue to 
house “Papel Chicano.” The collec-
tion first appeared in Arizona. 

The exhibition also includes a 
video that digs into the life of each 
artist featured in the collection and 
provides some background on the 
initial idea to launch the collection. 
The video even underlines the fi-
nancial preparation for the tour.

“There has been discussion of ex-

Actor Cheech Marin 
pitches in at Muzeo’s 
“Chicano Art and Soul”

The entrance to Papel Chicano, works on paper from the collection of Cheech Marin at 
El Muzeo in Anaheim, CA.

By XAVIER HERNANDEZ/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

tending the exhibit’s stay since we 
have received such a great response 
from the community ... but no final 
decisions have been made,” Execu-
tive Director Peter Comiskey said at 
Muzeo.

Comiskey, who has been director 

at Muzeo since it’s opening in Octo-
ber 2006, said volunteers of Muzeo 
coordinate activities that parallel 
the content of the exhibition. 

To add family appeal to the ex-
hibit, Folklorico dancers perform 
Saturdays and Sundays as live enter-

tainment.
“The whole personality of the 

Muzeo changes as we highlight each 
exhibition that passes through,” 
Comiskey said.

Comiskey explained the decision 
process in bringing Marin’s art to 
Muzeo.

“This is not just an art institute ... 
we look for material that speaks to 
diversity and material that the com-
munity can appreciate,” Comiskey 
said.

Comiskey said he feels the Muzeo 
provides a great environment allow-
ing Marin to communicate his mes-
sage about Chicano art, which is the 
most vital part of this exhibition.

Pictures of artists ranging from 
Carlos Almaraz to George Yepes 
and their work, along with images 
of Chicano life, cover the walls of 
the second floor and the basement 
in Muzeo.

“Cheech deserves a metal for do-

ing such a great job in highlighting 
the Chicano and Latino artists,” art-
ist Roberto Gutierrez said.

Gutierrez, whose work is in-
cluded in the exhibition, said he is 
confident there will only be positive 
feedback if this collection is taken 
to other parts of the world.

“I would hope this exposure to 
Chicano art has a positive impact 
on the Latino community,” Gutier-
rez said.

Marin wrote in an excerpt hang-
ing on the wall in the entrance of 
the “Papel Chicano” collection, 
“There seems to be some element of 
handcrafted art that is part of the 
Chicano artist’s DNA.”

Marin expounded on his admira-
tion for Chicano art.

“The first time I stood in front 
of this Chicano painting by George 
Yepes ‘Amor Matizado,’ I had the 
same feeling as when I first heard a 
Beatles tune,” Marin said.   

Many Latin artists are featured within Cheech Marin’s collection at El Muzeo. 
By XAVIER HERNANDEZ/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

Possible identity theft

Students are being alerted to possible breaches
By JEREMIAH RIVERA

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

 Mail services offered through 
the Student Organization and Re-
source Center on the second floor 
of the Titan Student Union may 
need an administrative evaluation 
after a burglary suspect was arrested 
and found in possession of mail 
and other documents addressed to 

university personnel, students and 
student organizations.

The very accessible Cal State 
Fullerton’s mailing services has stu-
dents concerned for their privacy. 
There have been at least 27 possible 
cases of identity theft confirmed 
by authorities. Police have been 
contacting the victims involved to 
confirm the extent of Christopher-
Ruiz’s’ criminal actions.

In some cases the mail was ad-

dressed to CSUF fraternity and so-
rority organizations. A blank check 
printed in the name of one sorority 
was found among the confiscated 
mail.  Many Greek system members 
refused to comment on the matter 
after mentioning all their personal 
mail is sent directly to their homes. 
Police said most of the mail was 
stolen from campus but some of 
it wasn’t. Police cannot confirm 

See RUIZ, Page 2

The student 
mailroom in the 
Titan Student 
Union is one 
area on campus 
where mail theft 
supposedly took 
place.

Former student tried to steal 
a laptop two days in a row

By JEREMIAH RIVERA
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Former Cal State Fullerton 
student Christopher Ruiz is 
awaiting a preliminary hearing 
court date after University Po-

lice arrested the 25-year-old on 
Feb. 3 for allegedly attempting 
to steal a laptop from the uni-
versity bookstore two days in a 
row.

After searching Ruiz’s back-
pack and car, police reportedly 

By IAN HAMILTON/Daily Titan Executive Editor

See LAPTOPS, Page 2
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FOR THE RECORD
It is the policy of the Daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. Any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. Any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. Corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the Daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Ian Hamilton at 714-278-5815 or at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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To learn more, visit

www.americanheart.org or

call 1-800-AHA-USA1.

This space provided as a public service. 
© 1998, American Heart Association
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Recession fears may already be a reality 

Conservation of fish, a strong consideration 
FRESNO (AP) – California fish and wildlife managers moved forward 

Thursday with plans to protect a fish species that plays an important eco-
logical role in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, a move that could further 
restrict water pumping throughout the state.

The Fish and Game Commission voted 3-0 Thursday to consider listing 
the longfin smelt as a threatened or endangered species under state law. It 
also adopted emergency regulations requiring state and federal water manag-
ers to scale back pumping operations in the next 180 days whenever longfin 
smelt are near the massive pumps that send water to more than 25 million 
Southern Californians.

As much as 400,000 acre feet of water could be lost, although it’s not 
known what the full impact might be, said Laura King Moon, assistant gen-
eral manager of the State Water Contractors Association.

“It raises the risk, the uncertainty for ag contractors if all of a sudden 
they’ve put planting in and restrictions are added in the spring,” King Moon 
said. 

Environmental groups blame excessive water pumping from the delta for 
the plummeting of the longfin smelt and their cousin, the delta smelt.

NATIONAL

STATE

U.S. soldier convicted of killing unarmed Iraqi
BAGHDAD (AP) – A U.S. Army sniper convicted of killing an unarmed 

Iraqi civilian and planting evidence on his body was sentenced Sunday to 10 
years in prison.

Sgt. Evan Vela faced a possible life sentence. Earlier Sunday, jurors found 
him guilty of murder without premeditation in the May 11 killing of an 
Iraqi man south of Baghdad.

Vela was also sentenced to forfeit all pay and allowances and will receive 
a dishonorable discharge. His case is automatically referred to a military ap-
peals court.

INTERNATIONAL

   WASHINGTON (AP) – Empty homes and for-sale signs clutter neigh-
borhoods. You’ve lost your job or know someone who has. Your paycheck 
and nest egg are taking a hit. Could the country be in recession?
   Sixty-one percent of the public believes the economy is now suffering 
through its first recession since 2001, according to an Associated Press-Ipsos 
poll.
    The fallout from a depressed housing market and a credit crunch nearly 
caused the economy to stall in the final three months of last year. Some 
experts, like the majority of people questioned in the poll, say the economy 
actually may be shrinking now. The worry is that consumers and businesses 
will hunker down further and pull back spending, sending the economy into 
a tailspin.
   “Absolutely, we’re in a recession,” said Hilda Sanchez, 44, of Waterford, 
Calif. Squeezed by high energy and food bills, “we can’t afford the things that 
we normally buy,” she said. “We are cutting corners in our spending. For our 
groceries, we are buying a lot of generic and we are eating out less.”    
    Record numbers of people were forced from their homes, unable to afford 
the monthly loan payments. 

IN OTHER NEWS

COP BLOTTER: $600 nursing equipment reported stolen
 At approximately 8:51 a.m. on 
Tuesday nursing lab equipment was 
stolen from the kinesiology building. 
Items stolen included an IV pump 
worth $600, making this crime con-
sidered grand theft.

SUNDAY
2:39 p.m. In the Manzanita Dorm 
on State College Blvd, a male drank 
too much alcohol and was transport-
ed to a nearby hospital. 

12:03 p.m. A male was arrested for 
stealing a laptop in the bookstore. 

MONDAY 
11:29 a.m. Petty theft was reported 
on Monday because a keyboard was 
stolen from a smart cabinet in the 
Kinesiology building.

TUESDAY
9:05 a.m. An unknown perpetrator 
vandalized the men’s restroom in the 
Visual Arts building. The graffiti was 
in between the grout, so it was illeg-
ible.

10:10 a.m. A suspicious person was 
reportedly lurking in PS2 on the 
second level in the southwest corner, 
but everything checked out OK.

12:49 p.m. At 12:49 p.m., a distur-
bance was reported on level 2 of the 
PS1. Upon arrival, both fighters had 
already fled. It is assumed the dis-
pute was over a parking space.

11:10 p.m. A suspicious person tried 
to enter the University Hall build-
ing. The suspect was warned before 

at the Humanities Building once be-
fore. He was let go with a warning.

WEDNESDAY
Among many traffic stops made on 
Tuesday, an arrest was made on E. 
Commonwealth and Lillie Avenues 
for a suspended license.

7:44 p.m. A report was taken when 
the north and south library rest-
rooms were vandalized with graffiti.

12:14 p.m. A study bug in the library 
was trying to get his learn on when a 
band disturbed him by playing loud 
music in front of the bookstore. 

Everything checked out OK.
 
5:14 p.m. A 911 call was made on a 

cell phone to the station when three 
males were reportedly fighting in the 
street. A car was blocking the road 
when the police got there, but the 
fighting had subsided.

THURSDAY
8:33 p.m. A traffic collision occurred 
at State College Blvd. and Chapman 
Ave. The police assisted the drivers 
but no one was injured.

9:46 p.m. A suspicious person was 
seen at College Park on Nutwood 
Avenue, but police were unable to 
locate the person once they arrived.

FRIDAY
1:53 p.m. A report was taken of a 
routine traffic stop on Orangethorpe 
Avenue right off the 57 freeway. 

RUIZ: VARIOUS CHARGES 
COMING UP FOR SUSPECT
From Page 1 
students were having their personal 
mail sent to their on-campus mail-
boxes.

Some students bring personal in-
formation with them to school, po-
lice said. They also said that there are 
a number of ways Ruiz could have 
acquired the information, and that 
they always recommend that every-
one be very conscious of how they 
handle such personal material.

According to the police report, 
some students were leaving notes 
posted on bulletin boards that had 
personal information written on 
them. All 27 cases of possible iden-
tity theft cannot be attributed to the 
university and only some of them 
involve CSUF students.

The TSU is not the only building 
that Ruiz allegedly stole mail from. 
According to police records the 25-
year-old suspect stole mail from sev-
eral buildings on and off campus. 
In one case police suspect that Ruiz 
managed to steal mail from an off-
campus post office box facility. Be-
cause of the ongoing investigation, 
much of the information cannot be 

From Page 1 
found mail not addressed to the sus-
pect, bank statements with dates of 
birth and social security numbers, 
blank checks and a laptop belonging 
to a CSUF professor, a wireless key-
board, a data port, a wireless router, 
two flash drives, a black DVD player 
and a methamphetamine pipe with 
residue.

Ruiz confessed to both attempted 
burglaries at the Titan Shops book-
store, police said. 

The suspect’s first attempt to 
steal a laptop from the bookstore 
was Saturday, Feb. 2. According to 
police reports, after Ruiz took the 
laptop from the shelf, he entered an 
employee-only area. 

Apparently, the suspect had 
planned to remove the laptop from 
its packaging and leave through an 
emergency exit. 

A bookstore employee approached 
the suspect and began questioning 
him as he tried to exit with the lap-
top in hand. Ruiz then tossed the 

released.
Alpha Chi Omega member Kris-

ten Schirm, 22, a child adolescent 
and development major, said if the 
the school is going to have a mail 
system they should utilize locks or 
pass codes so people can’t take other 
people’s mail, especially personal 
documents or checks.

Because of the open accessibility 
of the mailing system – a cubbyhole 
system - people are able to come and 
go unchecked taking whatever mail 
is or isn’t theirs, said Eric Vargas, 
20, Student Organization Resource 
Center information specialist and 
biology major. 

Student organizations can regis-
ter for mailing services provided in 
room 246 of the TSU. Mail is dis-
tributed Monday thru Friday and 
is accessible to anyone during TSU 
business hours in Room 246.

Ruiz is facing a possible five 
counts of felony burglary, one count 
of felony possession of stolen prop-
erty, one count of felony possession 
of a controlled substance and one 
misdemeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 

LAPTOPS: A FORMER CSUF 
STUDENT AWAITS TRIAL 
FOR BURGLARy CHARGES

laptop into a nearby return bin and 
left.

Ruiz returned the next day in an 
attempt to succeed where he had 
failed the day before, this time tak-
ing an empty Dell laptop carrying 
case with him into the employee-
only area. 

According to the police report, 
Ruiz claimed the wireless keyboard 
and DVD player belonged to his 
sister. 

Police confirmed the wireless key-
board was stolen from Room 199 in 
the KHS building.

As for a motive, Ruiz claimed his 
desire to return to school caused 
him to commit the crimes, police 
said. 

Ruiz already had two prior war-
rants, one with Los Angeles County 
regarding an immigration hold and 
the other for a traffic offense. 

He is being held at the Orange 
County Jail on $105,000 bail but 
will be transferred to the Los Ange-
les County Jail.
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MeCha hosts ‘Comedy Fiesta’
Comedians perform in 
the tsu to help raise 
money for scholarships

Ernie G performs in the Titan Student Union as MEChA presents its second annual 
Latino Comedy Festival.

By daniel Suzuki/daily Titan Staff Photographer

By JeSSica Terrell
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

It was early saturday night and 
the hallway outside titan student 
union Pavilions was dotted with 
a few stands selling Mexican-style 
wares, the smell of frijoles wafting in 
the air. 

It was the second night of ernie 
G's Comedy Fiesta. as showtime 
neared, impeccably dressed students 
moved about attending to guests.

The pavilion was hardly full when 
ernie G began the show, battling 
microphone problems before start-
ing into his irreverent routine. some 
of G's jokes bordered on crude and 
danced far past political correctness, 
but audience members were not to 
be distracted by the crass overtones 
-- This show was about empower-
ment.

The Comedy Fiesta is a fundraiser 
for the student organization el Mo-
vimiento estudiantíl Chicano de 
aztlán (MeCha), which translates 
to mean the Chicano student Move-
ment of aztlan.

Founded in the 1960s at the uni-
versity of santa Barbara, MeCha is a 
national organization with indepen-
dent branches on college and high 
school campuses across the country.

Most of the funds raised by the 
Comedy Fiesta will be spent funding 
CsuF MeCha's 17th annual High 
school Conference, an event that 
brought an estimated 450 teenagers 
to CsuF last year.

High school students who partici-
pate in the event attend workshops 
about college applications and cul-
tural workshops such as how to read 
the Mayan Calendar or workshops 
about Chicano history.

The idea of a MeCha comedy 
fundraiser began last year when the 
organization found itself in debt 
after hosting a conference. Jessica 
acosta, chair of the organization's 
marketing committee, approached 

comedian ernie G and asked for his 
help in raising funds for the club.

G, who decided to focus on what 
he called “empowerment comedy" 
several years ago, often helps non-
profit organizations with fundrais-
ing events.

G said acosta initially approached 
him looking to raise $300 to $500. 
G told acosta that if she was looking 
to raise a few hundred dollars, she 
should just have a taco sale. G said 
he wanted acosta to think bigger 
and proposed that the club produce 
a comedy show.

Last year the first annual Comedy 
Fiesta raised around $5,000 in one 
night. This year the club hopes to at 
least match that figure so they can 
begin a scholarship fund in addition 
to paying for this year's conference.

rosy amaya is secretary of the 
CsuF MeCha chapter.  amaya and 
her siblings are first-generation col-
lege students. amaya's steely hand-
shake seemed to aptly match her 
strong dedication to activism and 
Chicano empowerment.

amaya said she was drawn to 
MeCha from another student orga-
nization called Third Wave because 
MeCha had greater structure and 
organization.

amaya said she knew very little 
about Chicano history before enroll-
ing at Fullerton. she said she enjoys 
seeing the high school students who 
attend the student conference learn 
more about their history and cul-
ture.

Christina rodriguez, whose 
Mayazteca shop in West Covina is 
helping to sponsor the second night 
of Comedy Fiesta, said when she 
was growing up, women were not 
expected to go to college. she said it 
was exciting to see how many young 
female MeChista's are getting an 
education and getting their voices 
heard.

"La union Hace La Fuerza" is 
MeCha's motto, "strength Through 
unity." The organization's main fo-
cus is on strength and empowerment 
through higher education.

"We advocate education so much 
because part of being proud of who 

you are is knowing who you are, 
your history," amaya said.

It is a sentiment echoed by Com-
edy Fiesta comedian shayla rivera, 
a Puerto rican rocket scientist who 
turned to comedy by way of motiva-
tional speaking.  rivera said she and 
ernie G are committed to empower-
ing the “new” Latino community.

"I call it new because I think we 
are discovering ourselves in the sense 
that there is nothing we cannot do as 
an individual and nothing we can't 
do if we come together as a group," 
rivera said.

school is a good place to start on 
the path to personal empowerment 
because it gives individuals a chance 
to impress themselves, rivera said.

"From there, nothing can stop 
you," rivera said.

acosta, a business marketing ma-
jor, said the organization does not 
have a lot of money and the event is 
not easy to promote.

"all we have is 1,000 fliers, 20 
posters, our Web site and word-of-
mouth," acosta said the night before 
this year's fiesta debut.

although more people slowly fil-
ter into the Pavilion throughout the 
course of the show, turnout for the 
Fiesta is low this year. Last year, the 
show attracted 350 to 400 people. 

ernie G told the small crowd dot-
ting the pavilion that they were "the 
little audience that could." 

The crowd laughed and clapped 
enthusiastically in support of the 
multi-ethnic and gutsy line-up of 
comedians.

The acts G emcees followed his 
lead, covering occasional social and 
racial commentary with a thick layer 
of adult humor.

G said he admires the pluck of 
acosta and her fellow Mechistas for 
trying to produce a two-night event. 

acosta said it will take a while to 
tally the costs of the event and figure 
out how much they raised.

Not long after acosta and her fel-
low MeCha members were done 
with the aftermath, it was time to 
get back to work and get ready to 
welcome the next wave of empow-
ered Chicano and Chicana students 
to campus.   
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Titan Editorial
Providing insight, analysis
 and perspective since 1960

No country for old oil
Once again, America’s addic-

tion to foreign oil has dragged us 
into another senseless economic 
battle.

Instead of ignoring Venezuela’s 
President Hugo Chavez and his 
socialist ranting, we must now 
turn our attention to the other-
wise forgettable country for one 
reason – oil. 

On Sunday, Chavez threat-
ened to cut off oil supplies to the 
U.S. in response to Exxon Mobile 
Corp.’s efforts to freeze $12 bil-
lion in Venezuelan assets.

The move by Exxon would es-
sentially put a choke-hold on the 
country’s main source of income 
– its state-run oil company. 

Chavez’s threat is of course le-
gitimate. Around 7.7 percent of 
U.S. oil imports come from Ven-
ezuela, giving the country the ul-
timate bargaining chip.

Anytime Chavez gets a little 
worried about any U.S. inter-
ference in his affairs, he simply 
threatens to turn the faucet off.

In December, he held his hand 
over the oil spigot during Ven-
ezuela’s elections, ensuring that 
the U.S. would not attempt to 
remove Chavez from office.

It is simply unbelievable that 
such a small country on both 
the economic and political scales 
could influence America’s eco-
nomic and political policies in 
such a drastic manner.

It is precisely for this reason 
that we must rid ourselves of this 
unhealthy addiction to oil.

We can no longer accept be-
ing at the mercy of Chavez or 
any other tyrannical leader who 
would threaten America, like a 
dealer threatening to cut off a 
junkie’s supply.

Fortunately, all of the elements 
for a significant shift in energy 
exist. America has been in pos-
session of both hydrogen fuel cell 
and corn ethanol technology for 
some time now.

All that is left is for America 
and its citizens to have the will-
ingness to make the change.

Like a celebrity in rehab, this 
country must first accept the fact 
that our addiction has become a 
major problem. Only then can 
we start to move on to healthier 
sources of energy.

By switching to corn ethanol, 
for example, millions of dollars 
could be shifted from overseas to 
the American farmers who grow 
acre upon acre of what amounts 
to cleaner burning fuel.

That kind of shift would not 
only represent a tremendous 
boost to the economy, but would 
also allow Americans to leave the 
Middle East once and for all. 

America would no longer need 
to guard its oil interests or base 
policy decisions upon the knee-
jerk reactions of other leaders.

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct 
all comments, questions or concerns 
along with your full name and major 
to Executive Editor Ian Hamilton at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com

Letters 
to the
Editor:

Miss American nightmare

Children pay the price when 
good celebrities go bad The Gossip Girl

By Amy Robertson
opinion@dailytitan.com

There‘s a new trend in Holly-
wood. No, it’s not having babies 
or joining some hip, new religion 
that requires you to wear a red 
thread around your wrist.

The “it” thing with stars right 
now is rehab.

Last week, I wrote that actress 
Eva Mendes had checked into re-
hab. Since then, however, fellow 
actress Kirsten Dunst and “The 
Insider” host Pat O’Brien have 
joined the bandwagon.

Despite the seemingly over-
abundance of bad-behaving ce-
lebrities, “Us Weekly” recently 
printed an issue about the new, 
young power players in Holly-
wood such as Miley Cyrus, Van-
essa Hudgens and her best friend, 
Ashley Tisdale.

The magazine claimed that 
there is a shift in popularity tak-
ing place to more well-behaved, 
innocent celebrities for young 
children to now look up to.

However, they either failed to ad-
dress or sneakily tossed out Hudgen’s 
nude photos, Tisdale’s nose job and 
Cyrus’ ever-shortening dresses and 
risqué pictures of her and a girl-
friend.

It’s just a matter of time before 
those girls and the rest of the "good" 
lot go bad too.

Look at what happened to Lind-
say Lohan and Britney Spears. 

Even Hilary Duff has joined the 
ranks with her dramatic weight loss 
and image transformation.

What happened to the good, old 
days of Punky Brewster or Clarissa 
Darling from “Clarissa Explains it 
All?”

 It seems more acceptable today 
for celebrities to set bad examples 
than it was 10 years ago.

However, it’s understandable for 
stars to be acting out more when we 
are constantly glorifying the bad be-
havior.

The media pays so much atten-

tion to the misconduct of celebrities 
that it has become the best way for 
stars to really make headlines.

Just look at the overwhelming 
amount of stories on Britney Spears 
that surface every day.

Celebrities aside though, there’s 
even a reality show that I am embar-
rassingly addicted to titled “The Bad 
Girl’s Club,” which practically en-
courages the participants to act out 
and drink excessively.

Take my word for it – It’s not a 
good episode unless someone gets 
drunk and starts a fight.

As much as people hate to admit 
it, celebrities and the media do have 
an effect on the behaviors of our so-
ciety, especially children.

With young stars maturing at 
such a fast rate and are then put on 
display for millions of young fans, it’s 
no wonder that children are growing 
up quicker these days as well.

I remember a day at Disneyland 
last year when I saw a girl who 

couldn’t have been any more 
than 8 years old. She was wearing 
a short skirt, tank top and more 
makeup than I would even wear 
for theater performances.

I was disgusted to say the 
least.

Though part of bad behavior 
in young children is due to bad 
parenting, it is also because of 
bad role models, and celebrities 
are role models for a lot of their 
fans.

If stars keep doing what they’re 
doing, this gossip girl thinks we 
are doomed to a younger genera-
tion of bad girls who are stuck 
in the image-obsessed clouds of 
Hollywood.

By ChrisTin Davis
For the Daily Titan

opinion@dailytitan.com

The out-of-control starlet is a 
central and leading reality drama 
in American society today, a society 
that desires and seemingly demands 
a near catastrophic sensationalism to 
be entertained.

The flashy exhibitionism of pop 
princess-turned-tabloid train wreck 
Britney Spears has frequented eve-
ning news reports, blogs and peri-
odicals for years.

The inundation of Spears infor-
mation will persist because, like a 
mangled car accident on the freeway, 
we simply can’t look away.

Britney is not the first celebrity 
America has obsessed over and she 
won’t be the last. The tailspins of 
Marilyn Monroe, Paris Hilton and 
Anna Nicole Smith have attracted 
the attention of the media and con-

sumers alike for decades.
As a recording artist, Spears has 

sold 83 million records since the 
release of her debut album in 1999. 
The Recording Industry Association 
of America (RIAA) ranks her as the 
eighth best-selling female artist in 
American music history.

But time, with help from the 
paparazzi, has shown us a different 
reality for this glamor girl as her lat-
est exploits have garnered substantial 
media coverage with their tragic and 
incomprehensibly tantalizing ap-
peal.

The girl who once danced eroti-
cally on stage with an albino python 
draped over her shoulders is now 
seen spiraling from one tumult to 
another.

Stories of near-baby-dropping, 
sexual exhibitionism, head shav-
ing, paparazzi attacks, charges of 
misdemeanor hit-and-run, driving 
without a license, drunkenness and 

rehabilitation attempts visit our liv-
ing rooms and computer screens on 
more occasions than I thought pos-
sible.

Her “comeback” performance at 
the 2007 MTV Video Music Awards 
received a great deal of criticism. The 
BBC said her performance “would 
go down in the history books as 
being one of the worst to grace the 
MTV Awards.”

The more she plummets, the more 
we are intrigued. Spears was the most 
searched for subject on Yahoo in six 
of the past seven years.

Showcasing images of glamorous 
young women falling apart equals 
big bucks in America.

According to the business pub-
lication "Portfolio," Spears was a 
cover subject on popular magazines 
like "People" a total of 175 times be-
tween January 2006 and July 2007 
alone.

"Portfolio" estimates the “Britney 

Industrial Complex” provides $110 
million to $120 million annually to 
the U.S. economy.

Is it the wealth (Spears still brings 
in an estimated $9 million a year) 
that makes us anticipate her every 
debacle?

Maybe a sense of familiarity makes 
her failing relationships catch our 
eye, as more than half of all Ameri-
can marriages end in divorce.

Whatever the reason, the role of 
broken and helpless ingénue main-
tains a seductive appeal for Ameri-
cans. We can watch the celebrated 
stars like any other TV drama, as if it 
weren’t really real.

Maybe we just like to see what 
happens to someone whose life falls 
apart so drastically in such a short 
time.

The self-described “Miss Ameri-
can Dream since she was 17” would 
be wise to stop caring what America 
thinks and work on fixing her life.
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Help Wanted

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must con-
tain the numbers 1 
to 9; each column 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and 
each set of boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU

Sudoku is made possible by the 

people at www.dailysudoku.com

Humorscopes
brought to you by humorscope.com    

 Aries (March 21 - April 19)
  Today you will find yourself wondering why  
 a shampoo that “tingles” would be better at  
 preventing dandruff than one which doesn’t.  
 It’s that sort of intellectual undertaking which  
 has earned you your well-deserved reputa 
 tion.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
 Slow day today. Surprisingly, it will be due  
 to a time/space anomaly caused by a local 
 ized anti-tachyon surge, and will mainly   
     occur in your neighborhood. Time should  
 return to normal soon.

 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
         Family problems again. It’ll be just like that  
 Rolling Stones song, about how you “Can’t  
 Always Get What You Wa-ant”, except   
          that in your case, you can replace one   
 word with “Ever.” Try being positive and   
 future-focused. 

 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
  You will see an ancient symbol appearing  
 in the whorls of your fingerprints. That, com 
 bined with the dreams of apocalypse may  
 make you worry. I wouldn’t though -- it’s just  
 a vitamin B12 deficiency. 

 Leo (July 23 - August 22)
 Extremely poor day to use obscure euphe 
 misms or medical metaphors. In particu  
 lar, avoid “kajoobies” or “shvontz” like the  
 plague.

 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
          You will be visited by missionaries today,  
 and will finally have an excellent opportunity  
 to slip into your demon costume before   
 opening the door.

 Libra (September 22 - October 22)
     Fortune will smile upon you today. Actually,  
 it’s more of a smirk.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
 Good day to embrace diversity. Wear mis 
 matched shoes.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
         You will soon accidentally discover why it is  
 that so many things “taste like chicken.” It’s  
 because they ARE chickens, in clever dis 
 guises.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
 Good day to put strange labels on your bind 
 ers and file cabinets, such as “launch   
 codes”, “who’s been naughty”, or “Snerge.”  
 This will be quite effective in distracting visi 
 tors, so they will often forget what ever they  
 were preparing to bother you about.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
 Stinky feet day, today. Don’t go to a   
 Japanese restaurant.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
              Your relationship is reaching the  
 point where you may as well discuss  
 the Big Question - there’s no point in  
 going further if you don’t see eye to eye on  
that. By Big Question I’m referring to “crunchy” versus 
“creamy”, of course. Why, what did you think I meant? 

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

6500
Help Wanted

English/Math Tutor
Fullerton school looking for col-
lege students for part time tutor-
ing work for elementary students. 
Afternoons, good pay, please call 
(562) 631-4788

Math Tutor needed part time eve-
nings. Math credential (may be in 
progress) and teaching experience 
required. Email resume: lisa@
northstarlearningcenter.com

TEACHERS/ TUTORS:  After 
school tutoring (ages K-12), high 
Math a plus,
$10-$15+/hr doe, M-F in Aliso 
Viejo, Call Jenia @ 949.305.8700

just read it.

Cabo San Lucas Spring Break!
Junior Suite at Sunset Beach 
Resort, 3/29-4/5: $1,000. Can 
sleep 4! Details: (626)533-3337.

Reservation Specialist wanted 
Are you a student looking for a 
part-time job? Would you like to 
work in the Anaheim Resort, right 
across the street from Disneyland? 
If you are upbeat and outgoing- 
come and be a part of our family 
at the award winning Howard 
Johnson Plaza Hotel! We are cur-
rently looking for individuals who 
are customer service oriented with 
excellent written/phone skills 
to be a part of our Reservations 
Team. Three morning shifts on 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 
starting at $10/hr + incentives! 
Please apply in person 9AM-
5PM Monday to Friday. Howard 
Johnson Plaza Hotel, 1380 S. 
Harbor Blvd., Anaheim, CA 
92802. www.hojoanaheim.com

Marketing Help: TriLeaf 
Marketing at home work, comp. 
skills needed. Pay $150-$700 per 
week. More info www.mynetad-
spro.com

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on 
them. www.adcarclub.com.

Expansion program of Starpoint 
Trading Store, A small company 
is looking for SALES CLERK , 
Please contact us for more details. 
Requirements - Should be a com-
puter Literate. 4-6 hours access to 
the internet weekly. Efficient and 
Dedicated. If you are interested 
and need more information,Please 
send e-mail to clearicaloff-
ice1564@yahoo.com

4000
Resorts/Hotels

Babysitter needed for 9-½ year 
old boy. Occasional night/week-
ends. $10/hr. Contact Mr. or Mrs. 
Pease at 714-970-2853.

Looking To Become A Nurse?
Get your nursing degree now. 
Start your career in the medi-
cal feild. Accredited schools for 
nursing degrees available from 
top schools and online too. www.
topnursingtraining.com

Movie Extras Wanted! Local!
Actors, Model! Make $100-
$300+day. No experience 
required, meet celebrities, Full 
Time/ Part Time, All looks 
Needed! Call Now! 800-340-8404 
Ext.2743.

Speedy Typist! professional, reli-
able, and fast typist available for 
your school projects. 24 hour turn-
around available. Call Susie (909) 
597-0775. 

Circuit Training Study@CSUF
Are you a female between the 
ages of 25-55? Wanna get in 
shape for free? Graduate student 
seeking participants for 6 week 
circuit training study...ktarin@ful-
lerton.edu (310) 890-7982

Wanted!
English and Math majors to tudor 
younger students(k-12) Call 
(714)577-8540.

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

Research Assistants 
needed
At social Science Research Center 
to conduct telephone interviews. 
On campus, flexible sched-
ule, great research experience! 
English, Spanish, and Korean 
speakers needed. $10.94/hr. Apply 
at MH-038(basement) or contact 
emily(714) 278-7690.
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Women’s basketball tops 
Cal Poly Mustangs 70-55

CSUF softball crushes 
Oklahoma Sooners 10-2
No. 21 Titans lose to un-
ranked Wolf Pack; defeat 
No. 5 ranked Oklahoma

By jOn CaStillO
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

The Cal state fullerton softball 
team got an early test on saturday 
afternoon as they faced the preseason 
ranked No. 5 team in the nation, the 
Oklahoma sooners, at anderson 
family field. 

The Titans proved to be up to the 
test, as they defeated the sooners, 
10-2, following a 5-4 loss to Nevada 
in their first game saturday morning. 
The five-inning game was nothing 
like their first game in which they 
tried and failed to come back. 

“We had to come back from a 
loss that seemed like we had things 
going our way and that team came 
back and battled us,” Head Coach 
Michelle Gromacki said. “That was 
a test on how we were going to come 
out fighting. it was real nice to see.” 

it was CsUf freshman starting 
pitcher Christine Hiner’s first col-
legiate start and she said her nerves 
were running high, but luckily 
for her she was given an early lead 
against the sooners thanks to a Ti-
tan 10-run second inning. Her ner-
vousness quickly went away once the 
Titans put runs on the board and al-
lowed her to relax in the circle. 

“They [the sooners] are a great 
team, so being able to come out with 
a win against them was great,” Hiner 
said. “They are strong offensively 
and defensively.” 

Hiner pitched the full five innings, 
giving up two runs on four hits while 
walking two. The two runs came off 
a home run by sooners’ left-fielder 
amber flores in the fifth inning. 

CsUf started their high-scoring 
second inning on a home run from 
junior catcher lauren lupinetti, the 
first for her and the Titans on the 

year. 
The Titans scored ten total runs in 

the inning, which were highlighted 
by lupinetti’s home run, a triple 
by arianna Cervantes, and a pair of 
RBis for Cervantes, Jenna Wheeler, 
and Torrie anderson. 

“everyone was hitting [in the in-
ning], so i just kind of caught on,” 
Cervantes said. 

The sooners used three different 
pitchers in an inning that featured 
14 Titans who stepped to the plate. 

in the early game it was fresh-
man pitcher Cervantes’ opportunity 
to try and record her first collegiate 
victory. The Titans faced the Nevada 
Wolf Pack to start their day saturday 
and took an early lead, scoring four 
unanswered runs through the first 
four innings. Those runs were not 
enough, however, as the Wolf Pack 
scored in the fifth and sixth innings 
and ultimately took the game, 5-4. it 
was the first loss of the early season 
for the Titans. 

Cervantes pitched four innings 
before she was pulled for failing to 
get an out against the first three bat-
ters starting the fifth inning. Nevada 
sophomore third baseman sam Bias 
started the fifth inning with a double 
off of Cervantes and later came in to 
score on a single by freshman out-
fielder Britton Murdock’s single. 

“i know the roles that we have to 
take on as freshmen, so i have to set 
aside my nerves and not be a fresh-
man,” Cervantes said. 

The Titans had the chance to 
help Cervantes capture the victory, 
but walks hurt senior pitcher Jessica 
doucette, who had come in to save 

the game, and the offense could not 
produce any more runs to catch Ne-
vada. doucette, who took the loss, 
gave up four walks and was charged 
with two runs. The two runners that 
doucette inherited also came in to 
score in the fifth. 

Both starting pitchers for the day 
put their team in a position to win 
each respective game, which Gro-
macki said is all the team can ask of 
them. 

“They both did a good job … 
they look good; i am really pleased,” 
Gromacki said. 

By tHE nUMBERS
Important statistics from the Titan’s 
Saturday double-header.

4
the number of hits CSUF gave 

up against the Sooners

10
the number of runs the titans 

put up in the second inning

11
the number of CSUF hits in the 

5-4 loss to nevada

SOURCE: Cal State Fullerton Media Relations

Titan freshman lauren 
Chow makes five three-
pointers in second half

By MEliSSa pOllaRd
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

The Cal state fullerton Women’s 
Basketball team overcame a tight 
first half of play with a strong second 
half, beating the Cal Poly Mustangs 
70-55 saturday at the Titan Gym.

The first half of the game was a 
struggle for the Titans. The score 
remained close for most of the half, 
with the lead going back and forth 
between the two teams several times. 
The Titans had many scoring oppor-
tunities, but it just didn’t happen.  

With just under four minutes 
left in the first half, the Titans were 
down by four. sophomore Jasmine 
scott was fouled and given two free 
throws, making both and leaving the 
Titans down by two. in addition to 
her timely free throws, scott also 
lead the team with eight rebounds, 
six of them coming off the defensive 
glass.

Junior daviyonne Weathersby 
also had significant contributions, 
kicking in seven points, five re-
bounds and five assists in 23 minutes 
of play. Being only 5 feet 2 inches 
tall, people may underestimate the 
ability of Weathersby, but she said 
she continually proves them wrong.  

“i’ve always been one of the short-
est on the court, but that only push-
es me to drive harder,” Weathersby 
said.  

The first half ended with Cal Poly 
ahead 26-23, following a three-
pointer made with only 11 second 
left on the clock. Titan associate 
Head Coach Marcia foster, now in 
her fifth season with the team, en-
couraged the team to keep fighting.   

“We told the girls (at halftime) 
that being only down by three and 
how they were playing, not to give 
up, that we could pull ahead,” foster 
said. “There was still a lot of time for 
us to change the game.” 

in the second half, the Titans 
came back and showed they weren’t 
going to give up. freshman lauren 

Cal State Fullerton junior Daviyonne Weathersby charges to the basket.
By XaviER HERnandEz/daily titan Staff photographer

Chow was on fire in the second half 
and the Mustang defense couldn’t 
stop her. Chow hit six three-point 
shots during the game, with five of 
them coming in the second half.  

“at halftime Coach foster told 
me to keep going for my threes [and] 
that they would start dropping in. 
she was right,” Chow said. 

Chow was the game’s leading 
scorer, scoring 23 points on 8-18 
shooting from the field and 6-13 
from behind the arc.

“With a player like that, with that 
much talent and the ability to hit 
that three-point shot so easily, you 
just have to believe and tell her to 
keep trying,” foster said.  

Being a freshman, Chow is one 

of the younger players on the court, 
but that doesn’t stop her from doing 
the best she can do.  

“it’s a lot of pressure, but good 
pressure,” Chow said. “This is what 
makes me want to play basketball.”

The CsUf women have won six 
of their last seven games, losing only 
to UC santa Barbara last Thursday 
72-63. The Titans struggled early in 
the season, but have won 6 of their 
last seven games. They are now 8-14 
overall for the season and after sat-
urday’s win they are 6-4 in confer-
ence play.  

The Titans are on the road for 
their next three games. On Thursday 
they will be facing the University of 
Pacific in stockton, Calif. at 7 p.m. 

CSUF tennis loses to Cal poly
The team is pushing itself 
to play even with many 
recent injuries

By KEtURaH MillER
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

The Cal state fullerton Women’s 
Tennis team lost their sixth consecu-
tive match sunday afternoon, getting 
shut out 7-0 at the hands of the Cal 
Poly Mustangs at the Titan courts.

The Mustangs swept the CsUf 
Titans by winning all six single sets 
and three double matches, going a 
perfect 7-0.

although the Titans have been 
losing many recent matches, it 
doesn’t mean they aren’t trying to 
stay positive and win.

The Titans have suffered several 
injuries recently, according to Titan 
senior Breanna stowell.

“it’s been hard because we’ve had 
three matches this week,” stowell 
said. “We just play through it.” 

Junior Cheyenne inglis lost to Cal 
Poly’s freshman Melissa Bradford 
2-6, 1-6. she has shin splints and 
plans on taking it easy over the next 
couple of weeks.

“it’s mental stuff, but there are a 
lot of good girls out here,” inglis said. 
“i had to forget about my injury or 
else it would affect my game.”

CsUf junior shelly injejikian, 
who now occupies the Titans No. 
1 singles spot, also endured a tough 
match. she lost against Cal Poly’s 
number one player, shannon Brady, 
with a score of 1-6, 1-6.

“The girl i played was amazing,” 
injejikian said. “it’s good to see com-
petition out there. My girls are stay-
ing strong.” 

The CsUf women put forth a 
solid effort, but unfortunately for 
them, they were unable to translate 
their energy into wins. Titan Karina 
akhmedova lost to the Mustang’s 
amy Markhoff 2-6, 2-6 and Titan 
sophomore Brandy andrews lost to 
diane filip 1-6, 2-6.

CsUf Head Coach Bill Reynolds 
said he knew Cal Poly was going to 

Softball shuts out Santa Clara 7-0
The CsUf softball  team beat 

the santa Clara  Broncos sunday 
afternoon, shutting them out 7-0. 
freshman Christine Hiner pitched 
a complete game shutout, earning 

her second win of the year.
for complete coverage of the 

game, check out tomorrow’s edi-
tion of the daily Titan or go to 
www.dailytitan.com. 

Junior Shelley Injejikian serves the ball to Cal Poly at the women’s tennis home game.
By BEtH StiRnaMan/daily titan Staff photographer

be tough heading into the game.
“People are sore or hurt, but [they 

need to] play with it,” Reynolds said. 
“it’s not an excuse. The other team 
[Cal Poly] was too good.” 

after the game Reynolds said the 
Mustangs are one of the top teams in 
the conference, but losing to a good 
team is no consolation.

“it’s hard to stay positive and to 
stay strong when you have lost six 
matches in a row,” Reynolds said. 
“But we gotta believe we can.” 

There were a few close matches 
during the game. CsUf freshman 
erin Wiesener lost 4-6, 6-7 to the 
Mustangs steffi Wong. another 
close set involved Titan sophomore 
Jerusha Cruz, who lost to Mustang 

junior Maria Malec 3-6, 4-6. 
even though the Titans have 

started the season poorly, stowell 
remains positive about her team’s 
potential.

“Our girls are just like the other 
girls at the top,” stowell said. “We 
just gotta have confidence.”

Reynolds said the team will con-
tinue to play hard and improve their 
game. He said the next few weeks 
will consist of healing, resting and 
improving. The team’s next match is 
against eastern Michigan at the Ti-
tan courts on feb. 26. 

“We are going to work on a few 
things in practice these next two 
weeks and begin with a fresh start on 
the 26,” Reynolds said. 
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