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LONDON - Workers respond-
ing to neighbors’ complaints of a 
bad smell coming from an apart-
ment in western England discov-
ered a body that lay decomposing 
on a couch for years.

Neighbors of the Bristol, 
England apartment had been 
complaining for years about the 
stench, and cleaning workers 
found the body. Neighbor Mi-
chael Stone said he offered him 
air fresheners.

A spokesperson for Bristol 
City Council said the body was 
thought to have been in the apart-
ment for at least eight years.

Police arrested the apartment’s 
tenant after the body was found 
Jan. 30. 

The occupant, also in his 70s, 
apparently failed to report the 
death because he suffers from 
mental health problems.

A local lawmaker expressed 
disbelief at the find.

Deceased roommate
bothers neighbors

Don’t thank the tree–huggers 
for the end of animal testing, page 4
OPINION:

Professor gives up education 
in science for classical guitar, page 3
FEATURES:

SPORTS, Page 6
CSUF softball shuts out 
Santa Clara, 7-0

For anyone single and ready to 
meet that special someone in 
his or her life, just in time for 
Valentine’s Day, CSUF has you 
covered.  Titan Radio host “Dr.” 
Mario will be hosting the 2008 
Mix ‘n’ Match Speed Mixer on 
Wednesday, Feb. 13 from 5 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. in the TSU Pub.  In as-
sociation with Titan Tusk Force, 
SOAR-CICC, the Freshman 
Programs Students Association 
and the Daily Titan, this night 
of speed dating will also feature 
complementary food, games and 
dancing.  

Valentine’s Day Mixer

Dallas - Violent female bandits 
have been taking advantage of  
wealthy business men in ritzy ho-
tel bars across Dallas, TX. They 
don’t just stop at a few drinks 
and flirtatious behavior, however. 
These well-dressed prostitutes 
slip date rape drugs into the men’s 
drinks then beat and rob them of  
their belongings. They usually 
target men wearing Rolex watch-
es. Most cases might be occuring 
without being reported because 
these men are either married or 
embarassed. Source: ABC.com

Sexy female bandits 
are turning the table  
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Preaching against temptation and sin

Brother Jed preached to students at the Cal State Fullerton Quad yesterday afternoon. 
PHOTO By DAMOn CASArez/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

By MAriSSA WillMAn
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Nature walks, park clean-ups, 
mentoring children and feeding the 
homeless are a few February events 
kicking off a semester of service and 
involvement at Cal State Fullerton’s 
Volunteer and Service Center.

Six events are scheduled for this 
month, in addition to ongoing proj-
ects the center organizes.

The center coordinates numerous 
ongoing projects that offer volunteer 
opportunities and inspire student 
engagement with the campus and 
the community.

The VSC’s first spring semester 
event will take place Saturday, Feb. 
9 at the Carbon Canyon Regional 
Park in Brea from 8:30 a.m. to 12 
p.m. 

The event is a part of Project 
Earth, a VSC program intended to 
help restore local environments.

James McKenney, a project coor-
dinator for Project Earth, said the 
program works with community 
partners to support different events.

“We do really local projects like 
parks and 
beaches,” McK-
enney said. 
“Our main goal 
is just to raise 
awareness about 
environmental 
issues.”

In addition 
to volunteer-
ing, Project 
Earth holds 
discussions to 
raise awareness 
about “big is-
sues like global 
warming.”

“You’re helping your environ-
ment and you’re helping yourself 
[by volunteering],” McKenney said. 
“Taking time out of your day to do 
community service of any kind is 
enriching and gives you a sense of 
satisfaction.”

A food-sorting event at Second 
Harvest Food Bank and an event to 
serve food at St. Vincent De Paul 
emergency homeless shelter are be-
ing held this month under the Hun-
ger Coalition, which works to feed 

Volunteer service made a virtue
low-income and homeless families.

Amy Mattern, coordinator of the 
VSC, said the center’s mission is to 
get students engaged and involved.

“We provide excellent service to 
the community and excellent ser-
vice to students,” Mattern said. “We 
make sure the students are getting 
engaged and getting involved.”

She also said she believes students 
have a duty to give back to the com-
munity.

“Our community is in need,” 
Mattern said.

The VSC is not limited to volun-
teer activities.

Mattern said she believes aware-
ness and education directly relate to 
getting people motivated to volun-
teer. They stress education with ev-
ery volunteer project.

“Last semester we had our first-ev-
er guided nature hike at Chino Hills 
State Park,” Mattern said. “Not only 
did we hike, we talked about ecology 
[and] conservation. We learned how 
we can help conserve the environ-
ment.”

Mattern added there is practical 
experience to be gained through vol-
unteer work.

“Volunteering helps students 
build skills and gain experience,” 
Mattern said. “On your resume, you 
can show you’re a well-rounded in-
dividual.”

The center’s Community Con-
n e c t i o n 
p r o g r a m 
will be held 
twice this 
month and 
has proven 
to be pop-
ular with 
students in 
the past.

Students 
m e n t o r 
and play 
with chil-
dren at Or-
angewood 
Children’s 

Home in Orange, a transitional 
shelter for children who have been 
removed from their homes.

Mattern stressed that students 
must register in advance to volunteer 
at the event.

“There are only so many kids, so 
only so many students can go,” Mat-
tern said.

Students may be placed on a wait-
ing list if spots are full.

Mattern encourages students to 
get involved with other programs 

that are actively seeking volunteers, 
such as the Hunger Coalition, Proj-
ect Earth and blood drives.

“We need people to help us get 
blood donors by sitting at our table 
in front of the TSU,” Mattern said. 
“It’s a great opportunity for someone 
in a service-learning class that needs 
hours.”

Students who are strapped for 
time can get involved with Step 
Ahead, a program founded to collect 
school supplies for local elementary 
schools.

“Our goal is to provide one full 
set of school supplies for every class-
room at King Elementary School in 
Santa Ana,” said Katie Nguyen, a 
project coordinator for Step Ahead.

Step Ahead focuses on schools 
with a considerable number of chil-
dren from low-income families, 
Nguyen said.

Step Ahead has only collected 
about one-third of its goal for its 
March donation to the school. Do-
nations such as paper, crayons and 
glue sticks can be made at the VSC.

Involvement on campus helped 
Nguyen as she began her college ca-
reer last semester.

“[My involvement] has really 
helped me adjust to the environment 
as a first-time freshman,” Nguyen 
said. “Giving presentations in class-
rooms helped me develop leadership 
skills and [getting involved] is a great 
way to make friends.”

Cal State Fullerton Volunteer Center Coordinator Amy Mattern pulls out stinging nettle 
to save native plants at the Carbon Canyon Regional Park as part of Project Earth 
Saturday morning.

By BeTH STirnAMAn/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

CSUF program offers 
several events for students 
to help and be involved

Bringing 
writers 
back to 
work

             Associated Press

The Writers Guild of America 
moved swiftly Sunday toward a 
resolution of its three-month-old 
strike, with guild leaders decid-
ing to recommend the contract to 
members and ask them to vote on 
a quick end to the walkout.

By calling for separate votes on 
ending the strike and accepting 
the contract, the union cleared the 
way for the entertainment industry 
to return to work almost immedi-
ately.

Membership meetings will be 
held Tuesday in New York and 
Los Angeles to allow writers to de-
cide whether the strike should be 
brought to a speedy end, said Pat-
ric Verrone, president of the guild’s 
West Coast branch.

“This the best deal this guild has 
bargained for in 30 years,” Verrone 
said.

The tentative contract secures 
writers a share of the burgeoning 
digital-media market, he said, in-
cluding compensation for Internet-
delivered TV shows and movies.

“If they (producers) get paid, we 
get paid. This contract makes that 
a reality,” Verrone said. But, he 
added, “it is not all we hoped for 
and it is not all we deserved.”

Still, the union’s negotiating 
committee recommended Saturday 
that the contract be accepted, and 
the West guild’s board of directors 
and the East Coast guild’s council 
agreed. 

They called for a membership 
ratification vote, which will be 
conducted by mail over about two 
weeks.

Member approval of the con-
tract and the strike’s end appeared 
likely. 

At heavily attended member-
ship meetings Saturday in New 
York and Los Angeles, there was 
resounding support for the pro-
posed deal that could put TV and 
movie production back on track, 
salvage the rest of the TV season 
and remove a boycott threat from 
this month’s Oscars.

Verrone thanked television view-
ers who “tolerated three months of 
reruns and reality TV.”

The guild’s major bargaining 
concession to studios was agreeing 
to take unionization of animation 
and reality TV shows off the table, 
Verrone said. The guild has said it 
still intends to pursue those goals.

The Alliance of Motion Picture 
and Television Producers, which 
represents the studios, said it had 
no comment Sunday on the guild’s 
actions.

Show runners — industry lin-
go for the executive producers in 
charge of a TV series — are ex-
pected to be back at work Monday, 
preparing for the return of writers 
as soon as Wednesday, industry 
members said.

Although show runners are also 
guild members, they are allowed to 
work while the strike remains in 
effect as long as they focus only on 
producer-related tasks.

The strike’s end would allow 
many hit series to return this 
spring for what’s left of the current 
season, airing anywhere from four 
to seven new episodes. 

Shows with marginal audience 
numbers may not return until fall 
or could be canceled.

“
“Volunteering helps     
students build skills and gain 
experience. On your resume, 
you can show you’re a well-
rounded individual.

– Amy Mattern,
             Coordinator, CSUF Volunteer 

Center
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FOR THE RECORD
It is the policy of the Daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. Any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. Any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. Corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the Daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Ian Hamilton at 714-278-5815 or at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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PERSONAL TRAINING unifitpt.com

(Located across from the Brea Mall)

Georgia Treantafelles
Certified personal trainer 
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Life is calling. 
How far will you go?

As not seen on tv.
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IN OTHER NEWS

U.S. official charged in espionage case 

Congressional candidate charged with DUI
GRASS VALLEY, Calif. (AP) – Theodore Terbolizard, a little known GOP 

congressional candidate, is facing possible charges of driving under the influ-
ence after Grass Valley police pulled him over for speeding.

Terbolizard was stopped at 1:43 a.m. Sunday for what officers described 
as excessive speed as he was on his way home from a bar in Nevada City, ac-
cording to police records.

Police Capt. Rex Marks told The Associated Press that officers arrested 
Terbolizard on suspicion of a DUI after administering a breathalyzer test. 
They are waiting for results of a blood-alcohol test, Marks said.

Terbolizard, from Cedar Ridge, is running for the seat being vacated by 
Republican Rep. John Doolittle, who has announced he will not seek an-
other term.

The candidate told The Union newspaper that his arrest will not affect his 
campaign — other than to give him publicity.

NATIONAL

STATE

East Timor’s president in hospital after attack
DILI, East Timor (AP) – East Timor’s president was in “extremely serious” 

but stable condition Tuesday after surgeons worked through the night to 
remove bullet fragments he received in a failed coup attempt, the administra-
tor of an Australian hospital said.

Dr. Len Notaros said Tuesday morning that three surgeons operated on 
President Jose Ramos-Horta for three hours overnight to remove the frag-
ments and repair his wounds.

Ramos-Horta, 58, was airlifted to a hospital in northern Australian.
The fragments will be handed to Australia Federal Police for the investiga-

tion into the shooting, Notaros said. At least one fragment was being left in 
his body and was not thought to be threatening, he said.

INTERNATIONAL

    WASHINGTON (AP) – A Defense Department analyst and a former 
engineer for Boeing Co. were charged Monday in separate spy cases for al-
legedly handing over military secrets to the Chinese government, the Justice 
Department said.
    Additionally, two immigrants from China and Taiwan accused of working 
with the defense analyst were arrested after an FBI raid Monday morning on 
a New Orleans home where one of them lived.
    The two cases — based in Alexandria, Va., and Los Angeles — have no 
connection, and investigators said it was merely a coincidence that charges 
would be brought against both on the same day.
   The arrests mark China’s latest attempts to gain top secret information 
about U.S. military systems and sales, said Assistant Attorney General Ken-
neth Wainstein. He described China as “particularly adept, and particularly 
determined and methodical in their espionage efforts.”
    “The threat is very simple,” Wainstein said at a Justice Department news 
conference in Washington. “It’s a threat to our national security and to our 
economic position in the world, a threat that is posed by the relentless efforts 
of foreign intelligence services to penetrate our security systems and steal our 
most sensitive military technology and information.” 

             Associated Press

Amy Winehouse, Herbie Han-
cock and Kanye West didn’t pro-
vide quite enough drama to en-
thrall television viewers. 

Preliminary estimates Monday 
indicate the Grammy Awards tele-
cast was watched by 17.5 million 
people.

Nielsen Media Research said 
that would make it the third least-
watched Grammy Awards show 
ever if later estimates confirm that 
number.

It’s down from the 20 million 
viewers who watched last year. 
The 2006 awards, with 17 million 
viewers, is the Grammy low point. 
The show had 17.3 million viewers 
in 1995.

On a night filled with nods to 
the show’s 50-year history, the 
most trophies went to Winehouse, 
a 24-year-old singer known for her 
old-soul voice. 

The most sought-after prize, for 
album of the year, went to veter-
an jazzman Hancock for his Joni 
Mitchell tribute disc.

Both Winehouse and Hancock 
were dumbstruck by the honors, 
fumbling for words and thank-you 
lists, respectively.

“I can’t believe I’ve won five 
awards,” Winehouse said. She coy-
ly sang “Rehab” and “You Know 
I’m No Good” via satellite link 
from London, then dedicated her 
record of the year trophy to her 
hometown, parents and jailed hus-
band, “my Blake, my Blake incar-
cerated.”

Hancock, whose “River: The 
Joni Letters” won Album of the 
Year, said after the show Sunday 

night at the Staples Center that it 
was “immeasurable how surprised 
I am.”

Presenter Quincy Jones seemed 
even more excited for the 11-time 
Grammy winner, throwing his 
hands wide after reading Han-
cock’s name. “Aaaahhh! Unbeliev-
able. That’s unbelievable, man,” 
Jones exclaimed.

Industry observers had expected 
either Winehouse’s “Back in Black” 
or West’s “Graduation” to take the 
prize. 

T h e r e 
was specu-
lation the 
two may 
have split 
the vote of 
y o u n g e r , 
more pop-
c e n t r i c 
N a t i o n a l 
A c a d e m y 
of Record-
ing Arts 
and Scienc-
es voters, 
leaving the 
door open 
for Hancock.

That result left the typically out-
spoken West in no mood to share 
his thoughts. 

West won four trophies, but after 
losing out once again in the Album 
of the Year category he’d made no 
secret of coveting, he skipped post-
show interview rooms to instead 
pose for photos with his fiance and 
members of his entourage.

“I’m good,” he said quietly, in 
response to questions about how 
he felt. It was a subdued echo of 
the exuberant call on his “Good 

Life,” which won for rap song.
Winehouse, who won five of the 

six awards for which she was nomi-
nated, perhaps best embodied the 
evening’s spirit of joining the old 
with the new. Her sound, cultivat-
ed on “Back to Black” by producer 
of the year winner Mark Ronson, 
blends ‘50s flavors with modern 
subject matter and hip-hop influ-
ences.

Along those lines, show produc-
ers began the evening with Alicia 
Keys singing “Learnin’ The Blues” 

alongside ar-
chival footage 
of Frank Sina-
tra, a la Nata-
lie Cole’s “Un-
f o r g e t t a b l e” 
duet with her 
deceased father 
in 1992.

“ Y e a h , 
Frank,” Keys 
i n t e r j e c t e d 
during a Sina-
tra verse. “Tell 
‘em.”

B e y o n c e 
was paired 

with Tina Turner for a showy — 
and leggy — rendition of “Proud 
Mary.” Kid Rock joined up with 
Keely Smith, a winner in the very 
first Grammys in 1958, for “That 
Old Black Magic.” Hancock and 
Chinese wunderkind Lang Lang 
did the dueling pianos thing for a 
compelling take on George Gersh-
win’s “Rhapsody in Blue.”

The Beatles were honored by 
performers from two new interpre-
tations of their music, the Cirque 
du Soleil show “Love” and Julie 
Taymor’s film “Across the Uni-

verse.”
Memories dominated West’s 

performance of “Hey Mama,” a 
once-exuberant song from his 2005 
album “Late Registration” that 
he has transformed into a somber 
tribute since his mother Donda’s 
sudden death last year.

“Last night I saw you in my 
dreams. Now I can’t wait to go to 
sleep,” he sang in the night’s most 
emotional performance.

Accepting the award for rap al-
bum, West spoke to his mother: “I 
appreciate everything and I know 
you are really proud of me right 
now and I know you wouldn’t want 
me to stop,” West said. “And you’d 
want me to be the No. 1 artist in 
the world.”

Veteran rocker Bruce Spring-
steen took home three Grammys, 
including best rock song for “Ra-
dio Nowhere.” Chaka Khan picked 
up two trophies, including one for 
best R&B album for “Funk This.”

Politics were a subtle backdrop 
to the evening. Democratic presi-
dential candidate Barack Obama 
won an award for spoken word al-
bum, for the audio version of his 
book, “The Audacity of Hope.” 
Presenter George Lopez took note 
of the historic nature of the Hillary 
Clinton and Obama candidacies, 
and will.i.am urged the crowd to 
vote after a strange free-wheeling 
freestyle billed as a “mash-up.”

And finally, Hancock borrowed 
Obama’s favorite campaign phrase, 
“Yes we can,” when summing up 
the significance of a jazz artist win-
ning album of the year. “This is a 
new day, that proves that the im-
possible can be made possible. Yes 
we can, to coin a phrase.”

Different talent thrives at the Grammy’s

Making reading truly fundamental

By JUSTine lOPez
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Linguistics major Aaron Jamieson 
owns over 5,000 books. 

When Jamieson moved to his 
new apartment, he counted over 50 
boxes of books and filled his pickup 
truck three times just to relocate his 
collection.

With such a voluminous collec-
tion, it is no surprise that Jamieson 
was declared the winner of the Un-
dergraduate Book Collection Con-
test hosted by the Patrons of the 
Library – a support group for the 
Pollak Library. 

“As far back as I can remember 
I’ve been a bibliophile,” Jamieson 
said. “If I go to a used bookstore, I’ll 
pick up anything that looks interest-

Five students apply for 
book contest sponsored 
by library support group

ing.”
Jamieson collected the grand prize 

of $500 at a ceremony held by the 
Patrons Friday afternoon at the Pol-
lak Library. 

He also presented a few works 
from his extensive collection of lit-
erature pertaining to the English 
language, including “Crazy English” 
by Richard Lederer, which is a book 
about the oddities and illogical ex-
tremes of the English language.

Gordon VanDeWater, member 
of the Patrons of the Library, hosted 
the first-ever Undergraduate Book 
Collection Contest and was highly 
impressed by Jamieson’s collection.

“The man was very enthusiastic 
about his books,” VanDeWater said. 
“You can tell he’s a book collector 
from the bottom of his heart.”

Five CSUF students applied for 
the contest. 

The only stipulations were that 
the contestants be undergraduates 
at CSUF and have a collection of at 
least 25 works dealing with a certain 

subject or area.  
VanDeWater said the judges were 

presented with “a whole variety of 
interesting books.”

Collections ranged from Black to 
Greek to Roman history, to contes-
tant Nicholas Enke’s collection of 
science fiction and fantasy.

His collection of over 200 books 
may not be as robust as Jamieson’s, 
but that does not make it any less 
profound to the 19-year-old English 
major.

Enke has been collecting books 
since he was in the eighth grade. 
Some of his favorite authors include 
Kurt Vonnegut Jr., Ray Bradbury 
and Philip K. Dick, who is featured 
in the special collections at Pollak 
Library. 

“Besides knowledge, entertain-
ment and insight, books are more 
like talismans to me,” Enke said. 
“Like inhaling steam to clear your 
breathing, this is a sort of therapy 
for me.” 

Although there were only sup-

posed to be three winners, the judg-
es – Patrons members Al Vogeler, Lis 
Leyson and VanDeWater - were so 
impressed with each of the collec-
tions that all five students were de-
clared winners. 

Ashley D. Larson came in second 
place, winning $200 for her collec-
tion of books about the history, cul-
ture and religion of Latin America.

The collections of Enke, Jared 
Cupp and Nathan Jackson tied for 
third place. Each third place winner 
was awarded $100.

In addition to a cash prize, all 
winners also received a one-year 
membership to the Patrons of the 
Library.

VanDeWater said the Patrons will 
definitely hold another book collec-
tion competition this year. 

Although the turnout for the first 
contest was small, he said he believes 
the contest will gain momentum the 
next time around.

For more information: http://
www.library.fullerton.edu/Patrons/.

“
“I appreciate everything 
and I know you are really 
proud of me right now and 
I know you wouldn’t want 
me to stop.

– Kanye West,
             Winner of  the best rap album



FEATURESFebruary 12, 2008 3

By Jacquelyn Rumfola 
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

news@dailytitan.com

After switching his major for the 
third time, he still hadn’t found what 
he was looking for. 

What he was meant to do was a 
question unanswered until a friend 
played a record for him.  It was that 
record, that melody, which foretold 
his calling: David Grimes was des-
tined to be a musician.  

Grimes moved to Los Angeles 
from his birthplace of Centralia, Ill., 
when he was 11 years old.  He was a 
child of the Sputnik era.  

“Because of the space race going 
on, anyone with any talent in science 
was urged to go into the scientific 
field,” Grimes, now 67, said. “So 
that’s what I did.” 

He enrolled as a chemistry major 
at Cal Tech University, but after his 
first year, Grimes was not satisfied 
with his choice and switched to phys-
ics.   Once he completed his second 
year in college, he realized physics 
wasn’t for him and in his third year, 
he became a math major. 

“It took a lot of introspect to 
find myself and realize that I didn’t 
have to be a scientist to be worthy,” 
Grimes said.   

It was during that third year in 
college when he found his passion. 

“I was a junior at Cal Tech and 
one of my friends, who probably has 
no idea how much he affected me, 
had me listen to a record of Andres 
Segovia playing the classical guitar," 
Grimes said. “When I heard that re-
cord, I knew that’s what I was sup-
posed to do.” 

Although the 20-year-old had 
never played an instrument before, 
he put nylon strings on his parents' 
old guitar and started to learn.  

“I stayed in school and finished 
my degree, but I started madly prac-
ticing the guitar,” Grimes said. 

As a college graduate, Grimes 
worked for Lockheed Corporation 
(an aerospace company) for a short 

while and later put in hours at a jet 
propulsion lab. While he earned a 
living, he studied the classical guitar 
through books and enrolled in mas-
ter classes taught by Oscar Ghiglia. 

“I didn’t know how to become 
an artist, so studying really helped 
me develop the art form ... I took 
the plunge, became a musician and 
starved for a few years,” Grimes said 
with a laugh. 

His parents were not sold on the 
idea of Grimes’ career as a musician 
right away.  

“They were mortified when I de-
cided to become a guitar player,” 
Grimes said while smiling. “They 
fought me every step of the way.” 

Another warm memory he said he 
has is buying his first guitar in Hol-
lywood. 

“It was a Goya guitar I bought at 
Music City off of Sunset and Vine,” 
Grimes said. 

As Grimes began promoting a 
musical touring profession for him-
self, he was hit hard by a condition 
that almost ended his career in mu-
sic for good.  

“I developed focal dystonia,” 
Grimes said. “It is a neuromuscu-
lar malady that affected my right 
hand.”  

The ailment cut short Grimes’ ca-
reer at the time, but luckily, he was 

able to recover about 80 to 90 per-
cent of his muscular abilities in the 
hand affected.  

Meanwhile, he became interested 
in teaching others how to play the 
classical guitar. 

“When I started teaching here 
in 1973, a degree in classical guitar 
wasn’t offered,” Grimes said. “It was 
not yet considered a legitimate in-
strument.” 

With the support of faculty mem-
bers, Grimes assisted Andrew Char-
lton, a music professor at Cal State 
Fullerton, in developing a program 
for the classical guitarist. 

“He [Charlton] deserves all the 
credit for a guitar degree program 
being instituted at Cal State Fuller-
ton,” Grimes said. “We wanted to 
develop the same type of education 
for a guitarist that a pianist would 
receive.” 

The program was set up to give 
students a wide range of education 
on their specific choice of instru-
ment.  Students were required to 
take guitar performance, guitar en-
semble and rotating sequences, in-
cluding guitar fingerboard theory 
and guitar history. 

Grimes enjoyed teaching his avid-
ity.  

“There is the occasional experi-
ence, which is so wonderful, when 

Alumnus educates CSUF students in classical guitar
For David Grimes, play-
ing the guitar definitely 
isn't rocket science

Professor David Crimes, director of guitar studies,  conducts his classical guitar class.  Grimes has developed the program into one of the nation’s leading  guitar centers.
By damon casaRez/daily Titan staff Photographer

you see that a light goes on in a stu-
dent’s eyes,” Grimes said.  “They are 
suddenly aware of something they 
weren’t aware of before.” 

Quite a few of Grimes’ students 
have gone on to pursue professional 
careers as classical guitarists. One 
such student, 32-year-old David 
Isaacs, earned his bachelor's and 
master's degrees in Classical Guitar 
Performance at CSUF.  

“David Grimes is a master of in-
terpretation,” Isaacs said. “He sees 
music like very few people [do]. He 
has the ability to analyze it techni-
cally and communicate it to his stu-
dents.” 

Fellow classical guitar teacher 
Richard Turner said he agreed.

“David is an excellent musician 
and guitarist,” Turner said. “As a 
teacher he is patient, intelligent and 
explains the concepts well.” 

While excelling as a teacher, 
Grimes’ performing career took off.  

“Ironically, since I started per-
forming again, I’ve gotten more 
invitations to play now than I did 
before,” Grimes said. “I’ve played 
in Denmark, France, Spain, Greece, 
Serbia, Poland and Bulgaria to name 
a few places.” 

Grimes said he treasured the 
feeling of performing in front of a 
crowd. 

“There is something about per-
forming that is terrifying and won-
derful at the same time,” Grimes 
said. “You know the music is truly 
beautiful and it is a special experi-
ence to feel when an audience is with 
you while you are communicating 
these fantastic nonverbal concepts.” 

The highlight of his career came 
during a concerto performance at 
the Ambassador Auditorium in Pas-
adena.  

“It was the first time I had the 
honor of playing with a symphony 
orchestra and it was a truly moving 
experience,” Grimes said. 

In attendance that night were 
Grimes’ parents. He said it was that 
performance that convinced his par-
ents of his musical talents and earned 
their full support for his career as a 
musician. 

Grimes has created music of his 
own, although he said he never con-
sidered himself a composer. 

Nevertheless, some of his cre-
ations are being played by classical 
guitarists around the world.  

Another accomplishment by 
Grimes is a compilation of classical 
guitar pieces from the Baroque era 
in a work called “Treasures of the 
Baroque.” 

Grimes put together a second 
compilation of works by the Spanish 

composer Luys Milán. 
“At first, I considered creating an 

anthology of several composers, but 
when I looked over the works of Mi-
lán I found I was putting most of his 
pieces in the 'yes' pile,” Grimes said. 
“It eventually became a book of just 
his pieces called 'Luys Milán: the 
Complete Fantasias.'” 

Grimes lives in Huntington Beach 
with his wife Cathy and three cats 
and continues to teach in the classi-
cal guitar program at CSUF. 

He welcomes composers and mu-
sicians from around the world to 
come and speak with his students. 

“I try to book a guest artist at 
this campus at least once a month,” 
Grimes said, his brown eyes fixated 
on a flier for an upcoming guest 
speaker. “I find musicians that my 
students should be exposed to, but 
probably wouldn’t have the chance 
to hear on their own.” 

Grimes raved about what music 
has done for his life. 

“Some musicians complain about 
the hours and pay of being in the 
business of music, but it is such 
a privilege to be able to travel and 
share what you love with people," 
Grimes said. "Music can take you to 
so many new places and the people 
you meet along the way are, most of-
ten, really delightful.” 
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Obama’s gamble of hope
“Yes we can” he chants.
The call for change from the 

candidate who is trying to sell 
America on electing a different 
kind of president. Barack Obama’s 
recent successes follow the adop-
tion of this simple yet highly ef-
fective saying. 

The catchphrase passes onto the 
masses the hope Americans see in 
Obama’s gleaming eyes and lik-
able smile and has caused a tidal 
wave of popularity that catapults 
Obama far ahead his more tradi-
tional competitors. 

Candidates who are promising 
to bring change to our country can 
be found resorting to the same old 
symbolic gestures as their forefa-
thers. Take for example, Hillary 
Clinton recently photographed 
grabbing an unsuspecting baby, 
with a cheesy grin.

In three simple and ultimately 
useless words Obama convinces 
Americans everywhere that he is 
the change we want for our fu-
ture.

In the end it’s just another 
gimmick being used to gain your 
votes. Granted, it’s a moving three 
words that, when combined with 
Obama’s invocations of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr.’s most famous 
speeches, provide a suspicious 
and apathetic generation with 
just the spark of hope they need 
to care about America again. It 
is an utterly meaningless phrase, 

however, no better than the clas-
sic tactics employed by candidates 
who hold babies, drive hybrid cars 
and speak with a crowd of honor-
able firefighters, police, teachers 
or soldiers behind them simply 
to associate positive images with 
themselves. 

Obama’s competitors, both 
Republican and Democrat, are 
destroying themselves by pan-
dering and appearing insincere 
in their regurgitated campaign 
practices. The imagery overused 
in President Bush’s presidency of 
propaganda no longer holds sway 
on the American people. 

Maybe Clinton realized this 
when she replaced her campaign 
manager this week. Perhaps we’ll 
see some changes from her that 
can lead a presidential Clinton. 
Then again, it may be too little, 
too late.

Obama too risks following in 
the footsteps of his competitors if 
he overuses his hopeful campaign 
slogans. Aided by the Black Eyed 
Peas, Obama’s rousing “Yes We 
Can” speech has been turned into 
a spine-tingling song which can 
give hope to so many. 

Obama is running a fine line 
building his campaign so heavily 
on hope. If the public begins to 
suspect that he is, in fact, no dif-
ferent than the people he has dis-
tanced himself so far from, he will 
fall to Clinton and McCain.

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct 
all comments, questions or concerns 
along with your full name and major 
to Executive Editor Ian Hamilton at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com

Letters 
to the
Editor:

Animal testing may be on its last legs
By John Synco

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Like acne, the human race has 
spread across Earth’s beautiful face.

In time, we may experience the 
pressure of a pinch and we may 
splatter like puss all over a bathroom 
mirror.

Until then, we will continue to 
breed, build and abuse the environ-
ment, like the powerful and ruthless 
pirates we are.

But reality proves we are born 
weak and ill-equipped to survive in 
nature without the use of technol-
ogy. The paradox is that technology 
may be the downfall of nature.

Recently, a new and seemingly 
nature-friendly tech-
nology emerged, 
which may appease 

the sensitive 

masses and slowly stifle the conten-
tious issue of testing human prod-
ucts on lab animals.

Unfortunately, these humanitar-
ian reasons are not really the cause 
for this research. The research comes 
in response to the possible ban of 
animal testing in Europe.

Nobody hugged a tree and came 
to their senses.

A group of re-
searchers from the 
Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute, 
UC Berkeley and 
Solidus Biosciences 
Inc. discovered a 
new method for 
testing toxic chemi-
cals in makeup and 
drugs.

The group creat-
ed two glass chips, 
or biochips, which resemble micro-
scope slides. When pressed together, 

the DataChip, which exhibits hu-
man cell cultures, and the Me-
taChip, which acts as a human 

liver, mirror vital areas of a 
human body on which toxins 

may be tested.
Thus, ridding the need for live 

lab animals in testing fa-
cilities. Heroes, right?

After all, this new technology is 
definitely a logical step in the right 
direction, especially when a topic 
so debatable is free from livid argu-
ments.

There’s no need to continue mur-
dering helpless animals for our own 
gain when more humane methods of 
testing are available.

This research is 
also actually backed 
by People for the 
Ethical Treatment 
of Animals.

“It focuses on 
one particular bio-
logical question, 
which is the major 
drawback in other 
types of non-animal 
based testing,” said 
Kate Willett, a sci-
ence policy adviser 

for P.E.T.A., in a phone interview. 
“They usually fail to include the is-
sue of metabolism.”

Willett said that researchers are 
beginning to address the problem of 
metabolism with this new method.

“I don’t see any downside to this 
technology,” Willett said. “It’s an im-
provement over previous methods.”

Willett also explained the tech-
nology not only reduces animal de-

pendency, but is cheaper, faster and 
more precise – everything compa-
nies love.

However, a small but important 
issue arises within this semi-perfect 
plan. The companies investing into 
this research may try marketing 
ploys.

The clever advertising geniuses 
may devise ads stressing the fact 
that their company uses this new 
technology for testing, deceiving the 
public into believing new technolo-
gy reared its wonderful head instead 
of admitting it could have been dis-
covered earlier.

It’s possible the corporations may 
convince the masses they have al-
ways viewed animals as equals in this 
biosphere.

The truth is the cosmetic compa-
nies in Europe are being forced to 
find alternative ways to test products 
because, according to the Rensse-
laer Web site, testing cosmetics on 
lab animals in Europe will likely be 
against the law by 2009.

These people are not changing 
their methods out of sheer desire. 
They’re changing their methods be-
cause they’re being pushed to do so.

What an ideal situation for corpo-
rations – forced to change, but still 
able to reap rewards.

These people 
are not changing 
their methods out of 
sheer desire. They’re 
changing their 
methods because 
they’re being pushed 
to do so.

“

“

Ron Paul’s crusade against the 
Federal Reserve has caught the 
eye of many curious onlookers. 
A physician at trade, Paul has de-
livered hundreds of babies in his 
lifetime.

Now, he stands on the brink of 
abolishing a central bank that has 
caused all disasters in America. 
Also known as the Fed, this pri-
vate organization is owned by its 
member banks, which in turn are 
owned by private stockholders. 
These private stockholders are 
made up of a few families, like an 
oligarchy.

They print all paper dollars in 
the U.S. Paul thinks of this paper 
as a mere illusionary note with no 
intrinsic value.

And being a strict constitu-
tionalist, he would argue that 
only Congress holds the power to 
coin monies, as it was written in 
the Constitution.

So the issue remains today, as 
it did back in America’s infancy: 
Powerful, central banks that are 
controlled by an anonymous few 
pose a grave threat to America’s 
freedoms and liberties. Paul is 
bringing light to these key issues, 
but much to his dismay, it seems 
no one is really listening.

He plays a unique role in this 
election nothing out of the ordi-
nary, but surely fascinating.

In a good majority of the Re-
publican debates, Paul was the 
victor, according to the public. 
Internet blogs and videos, espe-
cially on YouTube, are more sup-
portive of Paul’s bid for candidacy 
than any other nominee.

His Internet base is a massive 
fortress filled with isolationists, 
anti-globalists and conspiracy 
theorists that are all fervent and 
passionate about his cause.

The fascinating but obvious 
thing about him, like all other 
scapegoats before, is that he is 
meant to wallow in the bottom, 
no matter how much the public 

Ron Paul is right to see 
Fed as unconstitutional

Donkeys and Elephants

By Edward Peters
opinion@dailytitan.com

loves him. It must be frustrating 
that such a strong support base 
can only produce a minuscule 
percentage of the votes.

This is why Ron Paul is the 
symbol of everything that is 
wrong with the system. His argu-
ments are valid, but I sometimes 
wonder if he’s just another crony.

Why would such a popular 
candidate get so little votes? One 
thing is clear – He has passion-
ately expressed his disdain for the 
Fed and this is why his fan base 
is so large.

Paul, like many conspiracy 
theorists, preaches that under the 
Fed, Americans are slaves to debt. 
This is due in large part to the 
“loan with interest” method.

By loaning credit to the gov-
ernment, they are repaid tenfold 
due to interest rates. The larger a 
debt is in the economic state, the 
richer these anonymous money-
lenders become. So clearly, the 
Fed has usurped the government.

Some call the organization a 
cult, but whether this is true or 
not, only the imagination can 
tell.

It is not unreasonable to con-
clude then, that the system has 
surely failed. Not because it needs 
a new set of rules or rulers, but 
because it is incapable of achiev-
ing its stated goals.

If an institution is incapable of 
achieving its goals, there should 
be no reason for its existence.

And if Paul miraculously be-
comes the president, he damn 
well better keep good on his 
promises.

Clinton, Obama need 
to focus on each other

By JoShuA BuRTon
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

There are two schools of thought 
when it comes to Senator Barack 
Obama’s chances at winning the 
Democratic nomination for presi-
dent – and people will most likely be 
voting based upon these stances.

One school (we’ll call them the 
Hawks) first considers Obama’s abil-
ity to beat John McCain in the gen-
eral election, while the other school 
(we’ll call them the Owls) first con-
siders Obama’s stance on the issues 
in comparison with Hillary Clinton 
in the primary elections. 

Basically, the Hawks are voting 
for a strategical winner while the 
Owls are voting for a candidate.

Obama’s chances for winning a 
primary hang in the balance between 
these two.

Obama took Louisiana, Washing-
ton and Nebraska Saturday, which 
puts him 29 delegate votes away 
from exceeding Clinton’s numbers, 
according to the Associated Press.

This presents the Democrats with 
a tight race going into the Potomac 
primaries.

Clinton has been pushing her luck 
for getting elected – hard.  On her 
Web site, it can easily be seen that 
she is pursuing a particular attitude 
in her rhetoric.

She is trying to replace “Clinton 
vs. Obama” with “Clinton vs. Mc-
Cain” in our minds.

While very clever, this tactic may 
be ignoring the reality of how close 
the race actually is.  On top of this, 
it may be taking the argument of 
least resistance when it comes to the 
threat Obama presents.

The question voters should be 
asking is, “Who is best fit for being 
president?”

The question of Obama’s chances 
against McCain isn’t actually the is-
sue in a primary election. Primaries 

are to mete out the best person for 
the job amongst the parties.

This may be very pie-in-the-sky 
youthful ambition talking, but bear 
with me.

Consider this: If Obama wins the 
Democratic nomination, the hard-
core Hillary supporters aren’t going 
to defect to the McCain campaign. 
Obama will have the full support of 
his and Clinton’s bases combined.

If you look at the Associated Press 
numbers, Obama’s delegate count 
alone out classes McCain’s by over 
400 votes. This doesn’t seem like 
someone who would falter against 
the Republican front runner.

In terms of winning the inde-
pendent voters, Obama is looking 
only slightly less likely to grab their 
favor.

Winning the swing vote in the 
Bible Belt has classically been an im-
portant factor in a presidential win.

Issues here tend to revolve around 
stances on things like “family values” 
(a highly subjective subject by any 
account), fiscal responsibility and 
other social issues.

Clinton’s position on gay marriage 
and universal health care won’t help 
her beat McCain, nor will her desire 
to start emptying Iraq of U.S. troops 
within 60 days of entering office.    

The fact is the issues will change 
after the party conventions and 
at this point, Hillary and Obama 
should be focusing on each other.

Despite all this, the issue between 
Hawks and Owls still remains.

Should we be counting delegates 
or assessing positions? Why do “de-
bates” revolve around debating an 
opponent’s record as opposed to de-
bating the justice of an opinion?

Obama stands a chance of tak-
ing the nomination, but perhaps he 
shouldn’t focus on beating McCain 
and try to beat Hillary.

Better yet, he should try to beat 
Hillary’s opinions. They’re much 
weaker than Hillary herself.
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6500
Help Wanted

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must con-
tain the numbers 1 
to 9; each column 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and 
each set of boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU

Sudoku is made possible by the 

people at www.dailysudoku.com

Humorscopes
brought to you by humorscope.com    

 Aries (March 21 - April 19)
  Today will be especially trying, and if you’re  
 not careful, you could end up in a pretty  
 grumpy frame of mind. Take precautions!  
 Wear your E.T. underwear.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
 Today is the day you will discover your larger  
 cosmic destiny! A television infomercial and  
 an 800 number are somehow involved.

 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
         Nobody will notice your new haircut, which  
 you will find intensely irritating. It’s not as  
 if you always had an irridescent green   
 mohawk, you know? 

 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
  Dorothy Parker once said “if you can’t say  
 anything nice, come sit next to me.” Today  
 that will be strangely relevant to your own  
 situation. 

 Leo (July 23 - August 22)
 You are being followed by fierce warriers  
 of the Nez Perce tribe. You know - those  
 guys with the little frameless glasses on the  
 chains around their necks? Not surprisingly,  
 many of the Nez Perce became fierce librar 
 ians.

 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
          You’ve been yodelling in your sleep, again.  
 Is it any wonder that you’ve been having  
 trouble with your romantic relationships?

 Libra (September 22 - October 22)
     Those spiders are growing larger around  
 your house, and it’s becoming more of a  
 challenge to escape. You may want to con 
 sider acquiring a flame thrower. (Hint: illicit  
 nuclear dump nearby.)

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
 Today is a good day to crash through the  
 underbrush, making loud snorting sounds.  
 Beware of poachers, however.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
         Today you will get very dirty. Actually,   
 though, it will be rather fun.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
 Someone will ask you for your advice.   
 Don’t give it! Or if they insist, simply shake  
 your head solemnly, and mutter “Much bad  
 juju”, and refuse to clarify. They only want a  
 scapegoat.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
 If a wolf is chasing your sleigh, throw him a  
 raisin cookie. That, of course, is a metaphor  
 for what will really happen.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
             Poit twoonie squaggle?   
 Floon morble tid bubbu taha, hen? Hen? 

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

6500
Help Wanted

English/Math Tutor
Fullerton school looking for col-
lege students for part time tutor-
ing work for elementary students. 
Afternoons, good pay, please call 
(562) 631-4788

Math Tutor needed part time eve-
nings. Math credential (may be in 
progress) and teaching experience 
required. Email resume: lisa@
northstarlearningcenter.com

TEACHERS/ TUTORS:  After 
school tutoring (ages K-12), high 
Math a plus,
$10-$15+/hr doe, M-F in Aliso 
Viejo, Call Jenia @ 949.305.8700

just read it.

Cabo San Lucas Spring Break!
Junior Suite at Sunset Beach 
Resort, 3/29-4/5: $1,000. Can 
sleep 4! Details: (626)533-3337.

Reservation Specialist wanted 
Are you a student looking for a 
part-time job? Would you like to 
work in the Anaheim Resort, right 
across the street from Disneyland? 
If you are upbeat and outgoing- 
come and be a part of our family 
at the award winning Howard 
Johnson Plaza Hotel! We are cur-
rently looking for individuals who 
are customer service oriented with 
excellent written/phone skills 
to be a part of our Reservations 
Team. Three morning shifts on 
Monday, Wednesday and Saturday 
starting at $10/hr + incentives! 
Please apply in person 9AM-
5PM Monday to Friday. Howard 
Johnson Plaza Hotel, 1380 S. 
Harbor Blvd., Anaheim, CA 
92802. www.hojoanaheim.com

Marketing Help: TriLeaf 
Marketing at home work, comp. 
skills needed. Pay $150-$700 per 
week. More info www.mynetad-
spro.com

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on 
them. www.adcarclub.com.

Expansion program of Starpoint 
Trading Store, A small company 
is looking for SALES CLERK , 
Please contact us for more details. 
Requirements - Should be a com-
puter Literate. 4-6 hours access to 
the internet weekly. Efficient and 
Dedicated. If you are interested 
and need more information,Please 
send e-mail to clearicaloff-
ice1564@yahoo.com

4000
Resorts/Hotels

Babysitter needed for 9-½ year 
old boy. Occasional night/week-
ends. $10/hr. Contact Mr. or Mrs. 
Pease at 714-970-2853.

Looking To Become A Nurse?
Get your nursing degree now. 
Start your career in the medi-
cal feild. Accredited schools for 
nursing degrees available from 
top schools and online too. www.
topnursingtraining.com

Movie Extras Wanted! Local!
Actors, Model! Make $100-
$300+day. No experience 
required, meet celebrities, Full 
Time/ Part Time, All looks 
Needed! Call Now! 800-340-8404 
Ext.2743.

Speedy Typist! professional, reli-
able, and fast typist available for 
your school projects. 24 hour turn-
around available. Call Susie (909) 
597-0775. 

Circuit Training Study@CSUF
Are you a female between the 
ages of 25-55? Wanna get in 
shape for free? Graduate student 
seeking participants for 6 week 
circuit training study...ktarin@ful-
lerton.edu (310) 890-7982

Wanted!
English and Math majors to tudor 
younger students(k-12) Call 
(714)577-8540.

6200
Career Opportunities P/T
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Softball blanks Santa Clara

Freshman pitcher Christine Hiner pitching her way to a one-hit shutout.
By DANIEL SUZUKI/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

Hiner wins her second 
start in a row throwing a 
one-hit shutout

By joN cASTILLo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

The Cal State Fullerton softball 
team started their season off in good 
fashion by taking three of their first 
four games over the weekend at the 
Cal State Fullerton/UCLA Freeway 
Series. 

The Titans recorded their second 
consecutive blowout victory by de-
feating Santa Clara 7-0 Sunday af-
ternoon at Anderson Family Field, 
following a rout of the fifth-ranked 
team in the nation, the Oklahoma 
Sooners, Saturday afternoon. 

Titan freshman starting pitcher 
Christine Hiner made her second 
start of her collegiate career Sunday 
and improved her record to 2-0, fol-
lowing a solid debut defeating a high 
ranked Sooners team and pitching a 
one-hit shutout versus the Broncos.

“It was great. They [her defense] 
were behind me the whole time,” 
Hiner said. “As a freshman I just 
want to try and get more comfort-
able. I feel better. I was nervous.” 

She had a no-hitter going into 
the fourth inning until Santa Clara’s 
sophomore centerfielder Ashley 
Grove broke it up with an in-
field single to start the inning. She 
pitched the full six innings, allowing 
only one hit while striking out six 
and walking three.

The Titans’ offense helped Hiner 
over the weekend by putting up runs 
on the board, allowing her to relax 
in the circle. 

“Our defense was making some 
outstanding plays. Pitching [we] 
saw some fantastic things and of-
fensively we really did a lot of good 
things,” Head Coach Michelle Gro-
macki said. “It’s a good start. It gives 
the team a lot of confidence every-
where.” 

CSUF’s offense continued their 
weekend trend of striking early by 
scoring two runs in the first inning, 
forcing Santa Clara to play from be-
hind from the very beginning.  

Senior Kiki Munoz, playing as 
the designated player on Sunday, 
opened the scoring by driving in ju-
nior Courtney Martinez and senior 
Katie Gollhardt on her two-RBI 
single. Munoz had three RBIs on the 
day and a total of six RBIs over the 
weekend. 

“We were being aggressive, we 
were hitting the ball [and] we weren’t 
leaving many runners on,” Munoz 
said. “It is always good to shut them 
out then come in and get ahead.” 

The scoring continued into the 
second inning as the Titans took 
advantage of three wild pitches by 
Broncos sophomore starting pitcher 
Lauren Passafuime and added two 
more runs to their lead to make it 
4-0 after two innings.  

The Titans increased their lead to 
5-0 in the third inning on a run by 
sophomore second baseman Sheila 
Holguin, who came in following 
freshman right-fielder Arianna Cer-
vantes hitting into a fielder’s choice 
and Santa Clara’s freshman short-
stop Jeanine Ruffoni committing an 
error. 

Martinez and Gollhardt each 
scored a run in the fourth inning. 
Martinez came in on a wild pitch 
and Gollhardt scored on an RBI-sin-
gle from Munoz, to make the score 
7-0 after four. 

CSUF had their leadoff hitter 
reach base in the first four innings 
of the game, setting the table for the 
Titans’ players to drive them in. 

Martinez reached base safely in all 
four of her plate appearances, hitting 
two singles and reaching twice on 
walks. A Titans player reached base 
in all of the six innings. 

The Titans opened their season 
with a 7-3 victory over Santa Clara 
Friday evening. They lost their first 

“

“As a freshman I 
just want to try and 
get more comfortable. 
I feel better. I was 
nervous.

– Christine Hiner,
           CSUF Pitcher

game Saturday, 5-4, to Nevada be-
fore beating Oklahoma, 10-2, in the 
later game. 

Oklahoma was the highest ranked 
team that CSUF has defeated since 
2005, when they beat then third-
ranked UCLA. 

CSUF scored at least three runs 
through the first two innings in all of 
their four games over the weekend. 

The Titans scored a total of 28 runs 
over the weekend and set a season 
high of 13 hits Sunday. 

The Titans next game is Friday 
Feb. 15 in Austin, Texas at the Time 
Warner Cable Texas Invitational 
against Michigan. Their next home 
game is Wednesday Feb. 27 against 
St. Johns at 6 p.m. at Anderson 
Family Field.

Bram’s Breakdown
Why the NBA All-Star 
Game is just plain better  
than other sports.

After sitting through seemingly 
one of the most pointless game 
in history (last weekend’s NFL 
Pro Bowl), one must wonder -- Is 
there a point to an All-Star game? 
I’d have to say a resounding yes to 
that question.

Yes, the National Football 
League holds their All-Star game 
after the season is over. Yes, it is 
held in the Hawaiian paradise. 
And yes, owners, coaches, agents 
and players are timid to play at full 
speed because of the high risk of 
injuries. But it is entertainment 
nonetheless. Where else will you 
see a 300-pound defensive lineman 
run back a kickoff only to fumble 
it to the opposing team? Cameras 
caught Dallas Cowboy DeMarcus 
Ware’s smile through his facemask. 
This was the football we played as 
children and it’s rare to see it on 
TV anymore.

While the NFL All-Star game is 
the most meaningless all-star game 
out of all the professional leagues, 
it can learn from other leagues who 
do an outstanding job at market-
ing their events and adding incen-
tives to their players. Both Major 
League Baseball and the National 
Basketball Association are prime 
examples in turning a friendly 
game into a marquee event. I think 
the NBA has the best weekend out 
of all major sports simply because 
of the party atmosphere and the 
way it consistently generates mon-
ey. Here are five reasons why the 
NBA All-Star weekend is the best 
there is:

1. Scheduling– The NBA holds 
their all-star events in the middle 
of the regular season. This allows 
the league to hold a showdown be-
tween the best players of the season 
thus far. Football does not want to 
risk players being injured in the 
all-star game and it is understand-
able, but it takes away from the 
competitive nature of the sport.

2. Multiple Events– Aside from 
the game itself, the NBA holds its 

annual slam dunk contest to isolate 
one of the game’s most electrifying 
displays of talent into a category. 
The NFL has tried many versions 
of this, such as the quarterback 
challenge and timed skill-events, 
but neither have the explosive 
nature of a dunk in its sport and 
aren’t as entertaining as the NBA 
dunk contest, three-point contest 
or skills challenge.

3. The Hype– It means every-
thing to be an all-star in the NBA. 
Not only does it matter financially, 
but due to the highly competitive 
nature of the game, players play to 
win and try to outdo each other on 
the floor. Reputation is everything 
in the NBA, which makes for an 
even more entertaining game.

4. Significance of the All-Star 
MVP– In the NBA, it means a 
lot to be the best at what you do 
when competing amongst the best. 
Because of the friendly nature of 
the pro bowl, winning the MVP 
doesn’t really mean anything since 
no one is playing at full speed.

5. Other Shenanigans– The 
dance-off between Shaquille 
O’Neill and Dwight Howard has 
taken over YouTube since its con-
ception. The Tracy McGrady lob 
off the backboard to himself from 
years ago is still talked about. And 
of course, there’s all of the dunks. 
When Howard lost the dunk con-
test, the judging of the dunk con-
test was talked about weeks after 
the event and this year will not be 
different. 

There are a lot of reasons why 
the NBA throws the biggest and 
baddest party when it comes to an 
all-star event, but the best reason 
is the level of player participation. 
The league has done an outstand-
ing job of surrounding it with such 
excitement that turning down an 
opportunity to attend the event is 
unheard of barring injury. Com-
pare that to the pro bowl, which 
players routinely turn down offers 
to despite being given a free trip 
to Hawaii, and you can see why 
the NBA All-Star game is the best 
there is. Pay attention this week-
end, Commissioner Roger Good-
ell. There’s still hope for the NFL.
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