
Daily  Titan Thursday 
February 21, 2008

Since 1960 
Volume 87, Issue 13

The Student Voice of California State University, Fullerton

Taking a stand against prejudice and hate 

By NATE JACKSON
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Voices crying for unity cut 
through the quiet shuffle of the Cal 
State Fullerton campus. 

In front of the Humanities and 
Social Sciences Building, a group of 
black student activists and organiz-
ers stood up against prejudice and 
hate. It was a stand that made others 
stop and take notice. It was a stand 
that left a stuffed effigy of intoler-
ance hanging from a noose.

Picnic 101, an hour-long protest, 
was organized by Active Students 
for African People [ASAP] in re-
sponse to the noose hangings that 
occurred on the CSUF campus on 
November 16.

Picnic 101 is a historial reference 
to when people would have lynching 
gatherings during the post-slavery 
period, Cal State Fullerton Afro-
Ethnic Studies/Child Development 
major Victoria Wajiro Eley said. 

She was one of the CSUF stu-
dents spearheading the protest.

ASAP also made it clear they were 
protesting ideologies such as capi-
talism, racism and imperialism. The 
organization is a coalition of several 
African-American student groups 
from CSUF, Cal State Los Angeles, 
Cal State Long Beach, Cal State 
Northridge, UCLA, El Camino 
City College, Pasadena City College 
and Trade Tech.

At the podium armed with a mi-
crophone and blaring twin speakers, 
activists took turns making their 
voices heard through passionate 
speeches, poems and song. 

Toward the middle of the event 
on Tuesday, a stuffed dummy rid-
dled with slogans and words like 
“Hate,” “Sexism” and “Intoler-
ance” was strung up with a noose 
in a mock lynching in front of the 
crowd. Protesters, like CSULA se-
nior Idi-Nkruma La’Moomba, gave 
jarring historical rhetoric about the 
destruction many cultures have en-
dured over the history of Western 
imperialism. Curious clusters of stu-
dents continued to stop and observe 
the message of the protest. As top-

Picnic 101 is organized 
as a way to speak out 
against intolerant forces 

Cal State Fullerton student Victoria Wajiro Eley gives a speech at Picnic 101.
By DAMON CASAREZ/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

ics dealing with America’s history 
of brutality against non-European 
cultures were raised, some students 
simply walked away.

“I noticed that when the topic of 
information got sensitive, people 
would leave,” said CSULA senior 
Sho King, 22, one of the poets who 
participated in the event. “Like 
when we would talk about the topic 
of white supremacy – and I’m sure 
they may have felt personally at-
tacked – however, it still continues 
today, but not necessarily in the 
physical [sense]. It’s more in the 
mental [sense].”

A vocal rendition of the song 
“Strange Fruit” made famous by 
Billie Holiday and written by Abel 
Meerpool was performed acappella 
by songstress J. Mitchell following 
a harrowing moment of silence by 
the protesters. 

In the crowd, many raised their 
fists in solidarity.

“We definitely feel like we 
reached people and touched people, 
so it was definitely a success for the 
community,”Wajiro-Eley said. She 
said plans for the protest came al-
most immediately last semester after 
word of the nooses at CSUF spread 
among the student body. 

Weekly community meetings 
were held by students from multiple 
Southern California campuses in an 
effort to decide a method of com-
munity response that would not 
only get their point of frustration 
across, but to also educate students 
in a way that would bring unity to 
a campus still effected by visible dis-
plays of hate.

Despite the planning that went 
into organizing the event, there was 
a concern among the protest lead-
ers that their public demonstration 
could be misunderstood or even 
shut down by campus police or 
other forces in the CSUF adminis-

tration.
“We felt that certain people may 

not like what we were doing, but we 
felt that everything we were doing 
was out of a message of peace and 
trying to move forward,” said Eley. 
“We knew that we were pushing it, 
but we also knew that we were com-
ing from a good place.”

Anthropology major Jean Pierre 
Gatillion, 21, was sitting in the 
quad when protesters began their 
speeches.

“I had just got out of class ear-
lier and the protest had already 
started,” Gatillion said. “It was well 
organized and really informative. I 
think the whole message was that 
it’s 2008 and [the noose incident] 
just happened a few months ago 
in November. A lot of people were 
obviously offended by it and this is 
just a response to it.”

The protest was followed by an 
See PROTEST, Page 2

Professors 
mull over 
election 
coverage

By JESSICA TERRELL
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Horse race journalism, biases, 
declining newspaper readership and 
the search for a simple narrative are 
contributing to what some CSUF 
political science and communica-
tion professors are deeming the 
worst political coverage in recent 
history.

Anthony Fellow, chair of the 
Cal State Fullerton Department of 
Communications, said this year’s 
primary coverage is the worst he has 
ever seen in a presidential race.

“I am kind of 
ashamed to be a 
journalist,” Fel-
low said.

Communica-
tions Professor 
Henry Mendoza 
said the media’s 
coverage is poor 
at best. He sees 
the media as self-
perpetuating the themes and myths 
it is creating.

“This is not just one dog chasing 
its own tail,” Mendoza said. “It is 
several dogs chasing their own tails 
and the result is that you get a lot 
of dogs running in circles. It is a 
mess.”

The growing dominance of the 
Internet and media convergence 
may be contributing to the prob-
lem. Time has become the enemy 
of today’s journalist, Mendoza said. 
The result is a loss of depth and 
judgment.

Scott Spitzer, an assistant profes-
sor of political science, said since 
the 1970s the media have been giv-
en the job of trying to make sense 

The subject of bias is 
raised when it comes to 
Obama and Clinton
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“California Scenario,” a rock sculpture garden de-
picts the state’s environment at South Coast Plaza
 – See page 4 more photos and an article about the garden
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“

“ It’s still abstract in a way, 
but how he simplified elements 
of the state, how he invented 
new elements. He used symbol-
ism, but it was not so severe that 
it could not be deciphered.”

– Jim Jenkins,
            CSUF Art professor

See Features, page 5

  Malcolm X was shot to death on 
this day in 1965 while delivering 
a speech in Manhattan. 
 In commemoration of Black 
History Month, the Muslim  
Student Association is hosting a 
discussion today at 6 p.m. about 
the legacy of Malcolm X. 
  The event, titled “Malcolm X: 
There’s a Worldwide Revolution 
Going On,” will feature Muslim 
activist, Amir Abdel Malik Ali. 
  It will be held at the TSU in Pa-
villion B. 

Black history Month: 
Malcolm X discussion 

 Marijuana and cigarettes are 
both addictive, but students on 
campus were asked which they 
thought is worse. 
 Assistant Professor of Health Sci-
ence Jie Wu Weiss, who was Prin-
cipal Investigator on a tobacco 
prevention research project, clari-
fied the health risks of both. 
  Check out today’s Multimedia  
to see how cigarettes and mari-
juana compare in the long run. 

Multimedia: cigarette 
vs marijuana use 

LOS ANGELES (AP) – You know 
it’s a weird year at the Academy 
Awards when the Coen brothers 
are not only front-runners, but 
potential history makers.
After 23 years as oddballs whose 
films occasionally click with 
broader audiences, on Sunday 
night Joel and Ethan Coen could 
become the first filmmakers to 
win four Oscars for one movie –  
their crime thriller.
They would be the first siblings to 
win the directing honor and only 
the second duo to share Holly-
wood’s top filmmaking honor, 
following Robert Wise and Je-
rome Robbins for 1961’s “West 
Side Story.” 

“No Country” may 
make Oscar history  
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open dialogue at the Alvarado room 
at Titan Student Union. 

Students and community activ-
ists involved were able to eat lunch 
and go over issues raised in the af-
ternoon’s events in a town hall-type 
setting. 

It was a learning experience where 
students who felt discomforted by 
some parts of the protests were able 
to air their opinions.

Former CSUF student Sadiki Ba-
kari, 37, a protest participant, de-
scribed the day’s events as “the truth 
in regards to lynchings from an Af-
rican perspective.”

This was not the only student 
who found imagery in the event.

“Just the fact that there have 
been nooses hung on this campus 
and 70 other campuses since Jena 
Six shows that the symbolism is still 
entrenched in white culture inter-

nationally,” Bakari said.
La’Moomba was also adamant 

about the idea that the nooses dis-
played on campus were more than 
just a prank, but a symbol of dehu-
manization and oppression of the 
highest form.

Among the supporters of the 
event were members of the All-Af-
rican People’s Revolutionary Party, 
a group founded in part by historic 
1960s civil rights figure Stokely Car-

michael. Also in attendance were 
former members of the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Commit-
tee as well as former members of the 
Black Panther party.

“We feel like we made history 
today,” Eley said. “Faculty and staff 
came up to us and were really sup-
portive and we feel like we got the 
word out. We reached people and 
we touched people, so it was a real 
success.”

From Page 1

PROTEST: NOT BACKING DOwN AGAINST ThE MAN

of primary elections for the public. 
One of the ways the media tries to 
do this is by creating a framework 
or a narrative for each of the can-
didates.

“Narratives are things like, ‘Clin-
ton is the front-runner’ [or] ‘Obama 
is trying to come up from behind,’” 
Spitzer said. “Another aspect of the 
narrative is, ‘Hillary is too polished’ 
[or] ‘Obama is too inexperienced.’”

Obama has a very appealing 
narrative and there is a lot of ex-
citement about him in the media, 
Spitzer said. Obama is young, at-
tractive, charismatic and provides 
great media-ready sound bites.

“These are things that make a 
great story,” Spitzer said.

Obama is aware of the advantage 
he has in attracting media and capi-
talizes on that, Spitzer said.

Fellow noted that some young 
voters cite personality traits or 
physical characteristics, such as a 
great smile, as a reason for support-
ing Obama.

“I think he [Obama] is created by 
the media,” Fellow said.

Fellow is bothered by what he 
views as an extreme bias against Sen. 
Hillary Clinton in the media. 

One of the examples Fellow cited 
was a trend within the media to 
refer to Clinton as simply “Hil-
lary” while other candidates such as 
Obama and McCain are referred to 
by their last names.

Political science Professor Phil-

lip Gianos said the media often call 
Clinton by her first name, but has 
also observed a similar tendency 
with Obama.

“You are more likely to hear can-
didates referred to as Barack or Hil-
lary than John or Mike,” Gianos 
said.

Name choice however, is not the 
only problem with how the media 
cover Clinton.

“Hillary Clinton is oftentimes 
portrayed really negatively,” Spitzer 
said.

One of the problems the media 
has with creating a narrative for 
Clinton is that she is a very compli-
cated woman and it is hard for the 
media to write about her in a simple 
way, Spitzer said. 

However, as an experienced polit-
ical operative, Clinton should have 
been better prepared to handle the 
media, he added. 

Fellow, who was originally a sup-
porter of John Edwards, said he is 
planning to campaign on behalf of 
Clinton.

All four of the professors agree 
newspapers are doing a better job 
of covering the election than their 
counterparts on television because 
newspapers are covering the elec-
tion with depth and breadth.

“Newspapers give a plethora of 
information on the candidates,” 
Fellow said. “You could have more 
information in the N.Y. Times and 
the L.A. Times than you ever will 
need. But no one is reading.”

From Page 1

MEDIA COVERAGE: FAIR AND BALANCED VIEwS?
Animal rights group bashes on celebrity fur

Neighbors clash over trees blocking solar panels
SUNNYVALE (AP) – In an environmental dispute seemingly scripted for 

eco-friendly California, a man asked prosecutors to file charges against his 
neighbors because their towering redwoods blocked sunlight to his backyard 
solar panels.

But the couple next door insisted they should not have to chop down the 
trees to accommodate Mark Vargas’ energy demands because they planted 
the redwoods before he installed the solar panels in 2001.

Experts say such clashes could become more common as California pro-
motes renewable energy and solar systems become more popular.

After more than six years of legal wrangling, a judge recently ordered 
Richard Treanor and his wife, Carolyn Bissett, to cut down two of their eight 
redwoods, citing an obscure state law that protects a homeowner’s right to 
sunlight.

The case marks the first time a homeowner has been convicted of violating 
the law, which was enacted three decades ago, when few homeowners had 
solar systems.

NATIONAL

STATE

Kosovo embraces laid-back version of Islam
GNJILANE, Kosovo (AP) – Kastriot Sadiku has a confession: Like a 

good Muslim, he was near a mosque when Kosovo declared independence. 
But like a good Kosovar, he was just around the corner, sipping suds at his 
favorite pub.

As minaret loudspeakers broadcast afternoon prayers, “I was having a 
beer,” said Sadiku, 25. “In the entire Muslim world, I think that’s probably 
something that can only happen here, where our religion doesn’t interfere 
with the rest of our lives.”

Kosovo’s secular government, religious leaders and faithful have carefully 
distanced themselves from the slightest hint of extremism.

The Republic of Kosovo embraces a decidedly laid-back version of Islam. 
“Our Islam is ‘lite’ – like Coke Lite or Marlboro Light cigarettes,” said 

Ilmi Krasniqi, an imam at one of five mosques in the eastern town of Gnji-
lane. “This is not Baghdad, and what goes on in Saudi Arabia cannot happen 
here.”

INTERNATIONAL

   NEW YORK (AP) – People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals thinks 
Aretha Franklin is no queen of soul when it comes to wearing fur.
  Franklin was crowned this year’s worst-dressed celebrity by the animal 
rights organization. 
   Her crime: wearing “yet another vulgar fur” at the Grammy Awards.
   “... you looked as if you were going to perform ‘I Am the Walrus’ by the 
Beatles,” PETA said yesterday of Franklin’s appearance. “You might be a 
queen, but you don’t know jack about compassion.”
   “How ‘bout some R-E-S-P-E-C-T for animals?” PETA added.
   The other offenders are Marilyn Manson, Eva Longoria (“in her trashy 
furs, she looks like the streetwalker of Wisteria Lane”), Lindsay Lohan, Kate 
Moss and Kylie Minogue.
   PETA called Minogue cold-blooded for toting a python purse. As for 
Lohan, the group remarked: “I Know Who Killed Me’ isn’t just the title of 
Lindsay Lohan’s latest bomb, it’s the cry of the animals snuffed out so this 
‘Mean Girl’ can pose in their pelts.”  

IN OTHER NEWS Career rush attracts over 100 students
By MARISSA wILLMAN

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

Over a hundred students were 
able to gain insight in the job-hunt-
ing process yesterday at “Career 
Rush” by networking with company 
recruiters in the first Career Center 
event of the spring semester.

“I get into an elevator for an in-
terview and the person standing 
next to me is a top decision maker 
in the company. How do I help 
them to remember me?”

Elizabeth Munoz, Employer Re-
lations Specialist for the Career 
Center, said this is the situation yes-
terday’s “Career Rush” was designed 
to help a student ace.

The “Career Rush” ran from 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Titan Student 
Union Pavilions and focused on 
teaching students how to effectively 
make an impression on potential 
employers with their resumes and 
introductions.

It featured 40 employers who of-
fered resume critiques and feedback 
to students.

The Career Center invited them 
to attend the event to assist students 
and network. Only three employers 
were a no-show at the event.

The resume and “elevator pitch” 
critique ran from 10 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. and allowed students to visit a 
variety of professional recruiters and 
receive constructive criticism.

After the critique, students re-
ceived lunch and listened to recruit-
ers promote their companies.

“[Career Rush] is half career de-
velopment and half recruiting,” 
Munoz said.

She explained the event was a 
win-win for students and recruiters, 
since the students received feedback 
and recruiters were able to pitch 
their companies and job opportuni-
ties.

The event opened for network-
ing among students and recruiters 
in the end. 

Students were able to seek out 
employers of their choice for further 
information.

Students found the event helpful 
in seeking future employment.

“They gave me great feedback,” 
said Heather Lord, a junior ac-
counting major. “I will definitely be 
able to put today’s experience to use 

in the future.”
The Career Center considered 

yesterday’s event a success.
“We’re delighted,” said Jim Case, 

director of the Career Center. “The 
best marker for success is that after 
an hour and a half of resume cri-
tique, the recruiters look tired.”

He explained that was a good in-
dication the recruiters were putting 
forth effort to give plenty of quality 
feedback to students.

Laura Neal, industry specialist 
for arts, entertainment and com-
munications at the Career Center, 
said the event went “better than ex-
pected.”

“We had about one-third of the 
registered students come, which 
is about what we expected,” Neal 
said.
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Medicines remain a hit or miss option

By ALySSA DIKITANAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

In a world where commercials ad-
vertise quick-fix cures and treatments 
for many ailments, the graphic art 
showcase of “The Medicine Show: 
A Pharmacopeia of Prescription 
Panacea” proves that very little has 
changed since 
the age of the 
Victorian patent 
medicine.

The prescrip-
tion bottles 
showcased were 
actually used by 
a pharmacy in 
Fullerton in the 
1920s.

In a statement posted in the gal-
lery by artist Alex Jackson, a 26-year-
old senior graphic design major at 
Cal State Fullerton, he wrote, “This 
exhibition is intended to show that 
the majority of modern day ‘alter-
native medicine’ is really no better 
than Victorian patent medicine.”

Victorian patent medicine of the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries 
was a time when many “miracle 
cures for a wide variety of ailments” 
were being advertised, Jackson said. 

These new and exotic medicines 
were very popular, but soon van-
ished with the regulation of the 
Food and Drug Administration in 
1906. 

Many of these pharmaceutical 
companies simply changed their 
formulas for their medicine ever so 
slightly, such as Vicks VapoRub, or 
found loopholes in the FDA guide-
lines and are still found in today’s 
market, Jackson said. 

“It’s a cool way to bridge the two 
centuries and it’s amazing to see 
how well modern gimmick medi-
cine blends with the contemporary 
gimmick medicine of the Victorian 
era,” said Ashley McKell, the TSU 
Art Gallery coordinator. 

This show, which only took Jack-
son two-and-a-half weeks to put to-
gether, is his first solo show. 

His love of the Victorian period 
wasn’t Jackson’s only inspiration be-

The evolution of pills 
and cures may not be as 
dynamic as believed

An exhibit featuring medicines from the past showcases the many types of supposed cures for people to take. 
By ALySSA DIKITANAN/Daily Titan Staff writer

hind the art. 
“I have had family and friends 

fall victim to the commercial tricks 
of these 
m e d i -
cines, so 
I have 
a great 
h o s t i l -
ity toward 
p e o p l e ’ s 
faith in 
fake cures 
b e c a u s e 
they have 
been re-
packaged 
from the 
Victorian 
era and 
sold to 
this year’s trends,” Jackson said. 

The information on the post-
ers showcased was pulled verbatim 
from Web sites, print ads and in-

fomercials that exist today or were 
used during the Victorian era. 

For example, the posters advertis-
ing mag-
net ther-
apy and 
homeopa-
thy have 
been sold 
since the 
Victorian 
era, while 
the B17 
L a e t r i l e , 
advertised 
as an al-
t e rna t ive 
c a n c e r 
t h e r a p y, 
has been 
sold since 

the turn of the century. 
“These companies not only ap-

peal to emotion and exoticism, but 
they will do everything and any-

“

“ These companies not 
only appeal to emotion and 
exoticism, but they will do              
everything and anything they 
can to gain credibility.  

– Alex Jackson,
        CSUF Senior Graphic Design Major

thing they can to gain credibility,” 
said Jackson. 

Credibility tactics companies 
have used include: consumer testi-
monials, doctors’ recommendations 
and the use of Bible verses. 

“You know what makes Alex 
stand out as an artist? Most artists 
are modern and Alex is retro,” said 
Jackson’s print making professor 
The´ Nguyen. 

Jackson printed these antique-
like posters on a computer and 
then used chemicals to age them. 
“I wanted to print them the old-
fashioned way, but that would have 
taken eight months to produce,” 
Jackson said.

“I feel frightened now when it 
comes to advertised medicine,” said 
student Leslie Concepcion from 
CSUF. “This is stuff that I see on 
infomercials and I will be careful 
with things that seem too good to 
be true.”   

JACKSON

Frustration leads to 
new dance club at 
Cal State Fullerton

By ERIKA CARMONA
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

In rich and vivid garments, they 
spun and turned while rhythmically 
tapping on hardwood floors, tell-
ing a story of a northern region in 
Mexico. 

Christopher Sandoval, a junior 
liberal studies major was surprised 
to find that Cal State Fullerton had 
no ballet folklorico club on campus 
while UCLA and Cal Poly Pomo-
na have had clubs established for 
years. 

As a result Ballet Folklorico de 
CSUF was created. 

Ballet Folklorico de CSUF is one 
of the newest officially recognized 
clubs on campus this semester. It is 
temporarily advised by Esiquio Ub-
alle, associate dean of student life, 
and primarily directed by Sandoval. 

The club plans to teach its mem-
bers how to dance ballet folklorico 
along with the history behind each 
dance. Their meetings will be held 
from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at different locations 
throughout the semester.  

Ballet Folklorico was a term 
coined by Amalia Hernandez, a 
Mexican dancer and choreographer. 
In 1952, she created her own dance 
company — Ballet Folklorico de 
Mexico, inspired by the essence of 
Mexican folklore.  

Similar to Hernandez, Sandoval 
said he plans on reaching out to the 
student body to explore the history 
of Mexico through its dances.  

The idea of this club originated 
about two semesters ago by San-
doval and Yesenia Lopez, junior ki-
nesiology major. Both Titans, who 
had professional ballet folklorico 
backgrounds, did their research, 
and the logistics and made their vi-
sion become a reality. 

“What are we? Thirty percent 
Hispanic here at CSUF? And to re-
alize that we don’t have a ballet folk-
lorico, a mariachi, a salsa group or 
anything. A ballet folklorico group 
should at least be here,” said San-
doval, president of Ballet Folklorico 

de CSUF. 
Sandoval was relatively on target 

in reference to the percentage of 
Hispanics at CSUF. Last semester 
about 28 percent of students en-
rolled reported from Hispanic or 
Chicano ethnicity.  

“Cal State Fullerton is considered 
a Hispanic-serving institution,” Ub-
alle said.    

However, Ballet Folklorico de 
CSUF does not only plan to reach 
out to Latinos on campus, but 
anyone who is interested in learn-
ing about the Mexican culture, said 
Sandoval.  

Sandoval along with his three 
board members will begin teaching 
basic footwork, posture and tech-
nique. Although no fee is required 
to join the club, anyone who plans 
on participating is recommended to 
bring proper footwear. Women are 
encouraged to bring folklorico heels 
and men are encouraged to bring 
folklorico boots. 

“There’s so much to learn. Ev-
ery dance from a certain region 
has a story,” Sandoval said. “Ballet 
Folklorico is not just a group that 
stomps a lot … We’re out there to 
do it too for the community. It’s a 
cultural awareness.” 

Two CSUF students, Joanna 
Gayton, a junior art major, and 
Ahmicqui Bribiescas, a freshman 
anthropology major, are excited for 
this new club.  Gayton remembers 
dancing ballet folklorico for two 
years at the age of five. Bribiescas 
also started dancing early on at four 
years old in a friend’s of her fam-
ily’s dance company. She now wants 
to continue dancing and pursue it 
further.  

Uballe said Ballet Folklorico de 
CSUF will have a positive response 
on campus. While the club is only 
at its beginning stages, Sandoval has 
ambitious goals for it. By fall semes-
ter, Sandoval wants a performing 
group and by the next spring semes-
ter, the club hopes to begin touring 
to different venues. 

The club will have its first meet-
ing today at the Becker Amphithe-
atre. 
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Across the pedestrian bridge span-
ning traffic-choked Bristol Avenue 
and down sidewalks that go past tall 
buildings and expensive restaurants, 
a large iron gate left open allows en-
try into an oasis of quiet and soli-
tude.

The silence, the stillness and the 
emptiness of the place is what beck-
ons. To enter the sculpture garden is 
to retreat from the world outside the 
high-priced, crowded, relentlessly 
over-marketed world of South Coast 
Plaza and Town Center, into a place 
that invites contemplation.

"California Scenario," designed by 
sculptor and designer Isamu Noguchi, 
is a microcosm of California made by 
melding natural elements represen-
tative of the state's natural resources 
and man's utilization of them.

What meets the eye when one 
enters the gate is a series of "sculp-
tures"– that is, they are "sculptures" 
in the abstracted, materials-empha-
sizing, impersonal Modernist sense 
that they were created with. Installa-
tions that include stone, earth, trees, 
plants and water stand in a 1.6 acre 

South Coast Plaza’s secret sanctuary
sandstone-paved courtyard. A stream 
seemingly carved into the floor me-
anders through the garden's center.

"I decided if I was going to do 
the project, I wanted to do some-
thing for all California – it’s water, 
desert, power and agriculture," No-
guchi said to the Los Angeles Times, 
shortly after the sculpture opened 
to the public in 1982. "I wanted 
to get down to the essence of these 
elements and effect a congealing of 
things, which is the way of sculp-
ture. I wanted to show the process 
by which water comes from a source 
and ends up as energy and to address 
the problem of industrial incursion." 
Each sculpture in the garden holds 
true to Noguchi's design concept. 

"Water Source" is a 26-foot high 
right triangle of sandstone, with 
water running from its top into the 
garden's stream. 

"Land Use" is a vine-covered 
mound topped by a 20-foot long 
granite block that looks like a sar-
cophagus. (What statement is that 
making about land use in Califor-
nia?) "The Forest Walk" is a grass-
covered ramp, it’s edges lined with 
nine redwood trees. "The Desert 
Land," a mound covered with sand-
colored pebbles, is planted with 
agaves, barrel cacti and a thorn tree. 
"Water Use" is a reclining pyramid 
of polished, white granite that the 
garden's stream disappears into. The 
stream itself runs between the sand-

stone flagstones, winding around 
and between nine boulders Noguchi 
picked from Joshua Tree National 
Monument. Small, light-colored 
stones line its bottom and rocks 
that make good stepping stones are 

placed throughout its bed.
Two sculptures stand on the pe-

riphery of the garden. "The Spirit of 
the Lima Bean," is a conjoined stack 
of 14 decomposed granite boulders 
that is a tribute to the land's agri-

cultural past. "Energy Fountain" is a 
conical fountain of polished, white 
granite, with water from its top 
running over rows of rough granite 
squares. A steel cylinder rests on top 
of the fountain, with an anemom-

eter on top of the cylinder.
To walk into the garden and lin-

ger by each sculpture is to experience 
natural beauty via an artistic con-
duit. Feeling the stones under one's 

Isamu Noguchi’s “Cali-
fornia Scenario” depicts 
the state’s environment

See Noguchi, Page 5

The “California 
Scenario” is a 
microcosm of the state. 
Top: Desert rock and 
cacti sit on the hill 
called “Desert Land.”  
A meandering stream 
runs through the 
“Scenario.” Middle:  
The stream disappears 
into the foot of a 
granite pyramid. 
Bottom: Water is 
pumped through 
the upright triangle, 
or “Water Source,” 
creating running 
water acoustics.

by nathan wheadon/Daily Titan Features Editor
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Help an infertile couple achieve their dream...
Become an Egg Donor

• All ethnicities welcomed
• Young women ages 20-29
•  Compensation $6,500 and up tax free

For further information please contact:
Sheryl Anderson R.N.M.S.
949.494.6511
Email: info@elitefertility.com
www.elitefertility.com
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The show must go on.
Despite the recent scare of the 

writers’ strike, academy staff worked 
around the clock to present the show 
as they always have – a presentation 
of awards to spotlight the best of the 
best in the film industry. 

The Academy Awards has become 
one of the world's largest and most 
publicized events.

It has surpassed just being an 
awards show to become a cultural 
event where fans and film enthusi-
asts have come to love.  

It is an event that even has Las 
Vegas placing bets to whom the win-
ners might be. With the strike over 
and the show going as planned, this 
year's awards also mark highlights for 
two Cal State Fullerton alumnae. 

Los Angeles native Leslie Unger 
graduated from CSUF in 1991 with 
a bachelor’s of art degree in public 
relations. The 41-year-old Unger is 
the new director of communications 
for the Academy of Motion Pictures 
Arts and Sciences.  She oversees the 

CSUF Alumnae Leslie 
Unger and Robyn Har-
ney work the Oscars

CSUF alumnae walk the red carpet
publicity team, details relating to 
onsite coverage of events, arrivals 
area set-up and logistics related to 
the 80th Academy Awards. 

This is Unger's first Acadamy 
Awards Ceremony as director de-
spite working 16 previous Oscars 
ceremonies. 

Unger succeeds John Pavlik, who 
has been the only communications 
head in the Academy's history.  

For Unger, heading the commu-
nications department for this year's 
event isn't alien territory. 

"It's different, but not vastly dif-
ferent," Unger said.

Having been in the environment 
for so long, Unger's professionalism 
and experience gives her a strong 
hold on the tasks leading up to the 
event. She has been working up to 
14 hours a day. 

Unger started with the academy 
in 1992 and helped establish the in-
house communications department. 
Since high school, Unger knew she 
wanted to work in publicity, but she 
also knew that she didn't want to 
work in entertainment.

"I don't see myself working in the 
entertainment industry," Unger said. 
"I work for a cultural institution."

Film can be an essential part of 
a person’s cultural upbringing and 
the Oscars can be the representation 
of the entertainment industry that 

another CSUF graduate has always 
loved.

Orange County native Robyn 
Harney, 24, graduated with a bach-
elor’s of art degree in public relations 
in 2006 and is currently working as 
a publicity assistant for the awards. 
This will be Harney's first Academy 
Awards ceremony. 

Her responsibilities include sup-
porting the communications depart-
ment and working on various events 
leading up to the Oscars. 

One of her main duties is pro-
cessing credentials for over 800 ap-
plicants who come from around the 
world. 

The day of the Oscars, which 
Harney said may be 20 hours or 
more, she will monitor journalists 
and media to make sure everybody 
is ready for the day's events. Despite 
Harney's current workload, she can 
hardly contain herself at the thought 
of her first ceremony.

Harney, who was commencement 
speaker for her graduating class, said 
she is now hoping to channel the 
class of Audrey Hepburn.

"I get to work and be a princess 
at the same time. How many people 
get paid to do that?" Harney said.

The Academy Awards will take 
place at the Kodak Theatre in Holly-
wood and will be televised live Sun-
day, Feb. 24 on ABC. 

feet, listening to the wind rustle in 
the redwoods and the water gurgling 
in the stream and the fountain, see-
ing the earth tones of the stones 
and trees, one feels a connection to 
nature that, while not being actual, 
cannot be called artificial either. 

The connection made is a sym-
bolic one. The sounds of cars rush-
ing by on the nearby 405 freeway 
and the traffic on Bristol Avenue is 
distracting, as are the two 15-story 
office buildings that frame two sides 
of the garden. 

But man's incursions on nature 
are a part of Noguchi's scheme – the 
stream flows from "Water Source" 
to "Water Use” – and are harmo-
nized into his work. That the garden 
is a symbol of California's reality 
strengthens its artistic integrity, but 
Noguchi doesn't let the necessary 
symbols of man's exploitation mar 
the garden's meditative quality.

Professor Emeritus Dextra Fran-
kel taught art gallery classes at Cal 

State Fullerton from 1967 to 1990. 
She recalled the opening of the gar-
den in 1982.

"There were a lot of people there. 
It was a grand event," she said of the 
opening. 

Noguchi was at the opening, sign-
ing the commemorative posters for 
which Frankel had arranged the de-
sign, photography and printing.

Jim Jenkins, a CSUF art profes-
sor who teaches sculpture, has taken 
students to the sculpture garden on 
field trips.

"I think the big thing is how in 
depicting the state of California, how 
he kept his depiction non-literal. It's 
still abstract in a way, but how he 
simplified elements of the state, how 
he invented new elements – He used 
symbolism, but it was not so severe 
that it could not be deciphered," 
Jenkins said of the sculpture garden.

Other CSUF art professors famil-
iar with the sculpture garden include 
Don Lagerberg and Joanna Roche. 
Both see Noguchi's art as including 

both Japanese traditional and Mod-
ernist influences.

"Japanese gardens are known for 
their austerity and frequent use of 
unmodified natural forms," Lager-
berg wrote in an e-mail interview. 
"Noguchi's garden stands firmly 
within two traditions: the traditional 
Japanese garden and Modernist min-
imalism and related earthworks." 

Professor Roche agreed.
"I know the garden and find it 

lovely if weird (given its location)," 
Roche wrote in reply to an e-mail. 
"It certainly is related to Japanese art 
in its simplified, natural forms, but 
it is also very much part of mod-
ern art, in that it is abstract, simple 
forms with focus on materials."

But on a day when the south 
county's traffic and stress grow too 
strong, studious concerns about in-
fluences and origins matter little. 

The garden, then, is simply there, 
inviting anyone to absorb its quiet-
ness and to sense its harmony for a 
while. A long enough while to relax.

noguchi: Serenity in the oc

From Page 4
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A slow and painful death
Toshiba put a gun to the head of 

the HD DVD industry and merci-
fully pulled the trigger this week.

Like a dying patient clinging to 
life-support, HD DVD technol-
ogy has stuck around far longer 
than nature intended. HD DVD 
was doomed since the moment it 
was announced that Sony’s Play-
station 3 would come standard 
with a Blu-ray laser.

Why? Because consumers were 
too smart to purchase a product 
like Blu-ray or HD DVD before 
a winner was declared.

Toshiba should have known 
HD DVD was definitively 
doomed when Blockbuser went 
Blu-ray last year.

Companies should not try to 
make the American public invest 
in consumer electronics that have 
a 50/50 chance of failure.

People cannot and will not sus-
tain a market in which two com-
peting versions cast the future of 
the technology in doubt.

Unsure of which format will 
win out, consumers simply choose 
not to risk being stuck with a po-
tentially useless machine.

Instead, they jump on the 
bandwagon of whichever format 
eventually conquers the other. 
Just look at the history of home 
entertainment.

Before high definition, or even 
digital discs, magnetic tape reels 
ruled the land.

When the technology was first 
unleashed on the world, a battle 
raged between two competing 
versions – Sony’s Betamax and 
JVC’s VHS. 

The higher-ups at Toshiba knew 
this and should have given up the 

ghost a long time ago.
Sony, the creator of Blu-ray, 

was always going to win this war, 
so why waste the time and the 
money in some pathetic attempt 
to put up a fight?

The nail was officially in the 
coffin the moment Warner an-
nounced they were going Blu-
ray, yet Toshiba didn’t admit de-
feat until this week because they 
wanted to milk consumers for the 
last few dollars before calling their 
high-def fromat dead.

In doing so they’ve squandered 
the faith and good will of those 
who were foolish enough to buy 
an HD DVD player.

In a mere five years the entire 
music industry moved from a ma-
jority physical to a majority digital 
industry and video has the poten-
tial to follow suit.

Consumers may soon switch 
from purchasing DVDs to burn-
ing them from their computers. 
An Apple TV is cheaper than a 
Blu-ray player and allows people 
to rent movies straight from their 
TVs.

The software is readily available 
to convert your existing collection 
of DVDs into digital copies that 
you can play through your Apple 
TV.

Netflix already offers select ti-
tles for download and may end up 
leading the pack in that medium. 
Keep in mind that high-definition 
television still isn’t the standard.

Until then, digital video down-
loads still stand a chance of de-
stroying physical media.

If digital video downloads catch 
on in the next year, Blu-ray will 
may be a thing of the past.

Any feedback, positive or negative, is encouraged, 
as we strive to keep an open dialogue with our 
readership. The Daily Titan reserves the right to edit 
letters for length, grammar and spelling. Direct all 
comments, questions or concerns along with your full 
name and major to Executive Editor Ian Hamilton at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com

Letters 
to the
Editor:

By Jake Kilroy
take.kilroy@gmail.com

Tattoos are only skin deep
By MElissa Pollard

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Tattoos are becoming a normal 
thing for just about anyone to have. 
No longer are there stereotypes that 
only “bad people” or “gangsters” 
have tattoos.

Well, maybe one day that state-
ment will be true, but today it’s not. 
There are still people who think that 
anyone who has a tattoo is a bad 
person. But I am not one of those 
people.

I don’t think tattoos should have 
so much weight with how the wearer 
is perceived.

I only have one minor problem: I 
don’t like it when someone – anyone 
– has tattoos on their face. There is 
a line of class when it comes to the 
location of tattoos on a person and 
the face goes beyond that line.

Keep them below the neck and 
you’ll look fine.

A close family friend of mine has 
both of his arms covered in tattoos 
and has been turned away from mul-
tiple jobs because of them.

But what those people don’t see is 
the type of person he is.

They don’t take the time to look 
past his colorful artwork and see that 
he is a great guy.

By looking at him, you would 
think he is this young troublemaker 
who is up to no good.

However, little does everyone 
know that what he takes pride in 
most isn’t his tattoos – It’s being a 
great father to his 3-year-old daugh-
ter.

When I see a guy walking down 
the street with both arms covered in 
tattoos, aka “sleeves,” I think that it’s 
attractive. It immediately grabs my 
attention.

Tattoos don’t bug me, even if they 
cover a guy’s entire body. If people 
want to permanently ink their own 
bodies, that is their own choice.

For many people, tattoos have 
meaning behind them. Some are 
tributes or memorials to those the 
wearer cared about who have passed 
away.

Others are inspirational tattoos 
that show where the wearers were 
at one time in their lives and how 
they made it through those difficult 
ordeals. 

I have two tattoos myself and am 
planning on getting my third in the 
next few months. This third tattoo is 
in honor of all three of my grandpar-
ents and two of my aunts who have 
battled cancer. For me, it is a way to 
always carry them with me.

Tattooing is also looked at as a 
form of art by many. The detail, skill 
and time that go into some tattoos 
are the same as those that go into a 
beautiful painting. 

Today, tattooing is becoming in-
creasingly accepted in society, but 
not by everyone.

Our grandparents’ generation 

might not be down with tattoos, but 
our parents’ generation seems to be a 
little more accepting.

Even people in their 30s and 40s 
are getting tattoos now. It’s even 
becoming a thing for parents to do 
with their children.   

Shows like “Miami Ink” and “L.A. 
Ink” depict groups of artists in tattoo 
shops and the customers who come 
to see them.

These shows are on TLC, a main-
stream cable channel with popular 
shows such as “Trading Spaces” and 
“While You Were Out.”

If it’s OK to put these two very 
different types of shows on the same 
channel, then why can’t they both be 
seen as acceptable in society?

No longer are tattoos just for 
those involved in the military. Now, 
regular people are walking around 
with pieces of “art” painted on their 
backs.

Tattoos are popular, and this trend 
won’t be dying out any time soon.

The girls on ‘Sex And The City’ 
and ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ aren’t good Jake’s Take

“Every girl wanted to be Carrie 
Bradshaw at some point,” MSN 
told me last week in an online 
feature on favorite television 
couples. This struck me funny as 
a male, a columnist and an avid 
fan of “Sex And The City.”

And though I own every season 
of “Sex And The City” (it’s true) 
and hang onto every episode of 
“Grey’s Anatomy” (also true), I 
have a certain opinion about the 
characters of both shows.

They suck. 
But women go on cherish-

ing these fictional, self-absorbed 
women as everyday heroes.

I remember that sometime 
back, I was “gal-palling” it up 
(yes, totally heterosexual and so-
phisticated playboy columnists 
can have gal pals) and the girls at 
the table started deciding which 
character from “Sex And The 

City” each friend was. I chimed in.
“You realize that each character 

sucks for a different reason, right?” I 
said abruptly. They all stared at me as 
if I had told them that God had just 
pooped on each of their cars. But I 
continued, “Hear me out. Each of 
the four women represents a differ-
ent destructive female perspective 
of relationships. Carrie’s too neu-
rotic, Miranda’s too cynical, Char-
lotte’s too idealistic and Samantha’s 
too slutty. They aren’t the victims as 
often as you think they are. Some-
times, they’re just straight-up no-
good, trifling bitches.”

That quieted the girls. That is, un-
til one of them said, “Just for that, 
you’re Stanford.”

This is how women do TV. Fe-
males root for their characters, they 
idolize their characters, and if you 
ask a group of girls to decide which 
character each of their friends re-

sembles, they’ll have a lengthy philo-
sophical discussion on who’s who 
and bring up valid academic points.

But if you ask a group of males 
which characters they are from “En-
tourage,” each guy will argue relent-
lessly that he’s Vincent Chase or Ari 
Gold and the guy who gets pegged 
as Turtle will back out of the room 
flipping everyone off, saying “You 
guys are dicks” until he storms back 
into the argument with four or five 
reasons why he should at least be 
Drama.

“Grey’s Anatomy” is only slightly 
different. Each female lead represents 
something that men don’t want to 
deal with in a relationship. Meredith 
is distant, Christina is emotionally 
unavailable, Bailey is powerful, Cal-
lie is over-eager, Lexie has daddy is-
sues and Izzie is totally bonkers.

But why do girls identify with the 
self-destructive nymphs of “Sex And 

The City” and the book smart 
wrecks of “Grey’s Anatomy?” 

Is it that flaws are appealing? I 
mean, you can cheer on a charac-
ter’s path choices, but you don’t 
always have to wish for a chance 
to walk in their shoes. And you 
can enjoy a character, but you 
don’t have to identify with one.

So, ladies, next time the char-
acter-choosing game arrives in 
your evening conversation, re-
member that the girls aren’t al-
ways good on television and that 
not every girl should want to be 
Carrie Bradshaw.
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HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must con-
tain the numbers 1 
to 9; each column 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and 
each set of boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU

Sudoku is made possible by the 

people at www.dailysudoku.com

Humorscopes
brought to you by humorscope.com    

 Aries (March 21 - April 19)
  You will meet someone who you haven’t  
 seen in a long time, and will barely recognize  
 them. At least not without the spiked collar  
 and the whip.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
 Not only is this a good day to throw a tan 
 trum, but there’s a good chance that you  
 might set a new distance record!

 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
         A man will be passing by when you suddenly  
 recall a hilarious Monty Python skit, and  
 you’ll burst out laughing. Later, you’ll notice  
 him anxiously looking at himself in a mirror. 

 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
  Your plans to take over the world move   
forward to the next stage, soon.   What you need now  
 is a hunch-backed henchperson with pale  
 protruding eyes. Fortunately for you, a suit 
 ible candidate will soon show up at your  
 door, dressed as a peanut. 

 Leo (July 23 - August 22)
 As a joke, you should put an 8-foot-tall   
 mucous-covered “egg” in your friend’s base 
 ment. Then, when he or she goes down to  
 do a load of laundry...

 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
          You will spend another day surrounded   
   by idiots, or perhaps by well meaning    
 but simple folks, who will drone on and on  
 until your smile becomes forced, and you will  
 begin to look like a deranged rodent.

 Libra (September 22 - October 22)
     This is a good time for you to start your on-l 
 ine loan shark business. Start small, though.  
 Try to be sort of a “loan piranha”, at first.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
 Bad day to tease a yak.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
         Today you will be suddenly struck by what a  
 genius Norman Rockwell was, and how   
 unappreciated (in the major art circles) he  
 remains. You will vow to do something about  
 it.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
 In this world you have a choice between  
 being clever, and being pleasant. I recom 
 mend pleasant.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
 You will feel tired and run-down today. This  
 may possibly be because of the marathon  
 you ran yesterday, and the taxi that ran into  
 you near the finish line. Just a guess.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
             Poit twoonie squaggle?   
 Floon morble tid bubbu taha, hen? Hen? 

6200
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6500
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Tutor for Fullerton 
Area
Looking for college students to 
tutor in math.english for part time. 
Work with elementary students. 
Afternoons, good pay, please call 
(562) 631-4788.

Math Tutor needed part time eve-
nings. Math credential (may be in 
progress) and teaching experience 
required. Email resume: lisa@
northstarlearningcenter.com

TEACHERS/ TUTORS:  After 
school tutoring (ages K-12), high 
Math a plus,
$10-$15+/hr doe, M-F in Aliso 
Viejo, Call Jenia @ 949.305.8700

just read it.

Cabo San Lucas Spring Break!
Junior Suite at Sunset Beach 
Resort, 3/29-4/5: $1,000. Can 
sleep 4! Details: (626)533-3337.

Marketing Help: TriLeaf 
Marketing at home work, comp. 
skills needed. Pay $150-$700 per 
week. More info www.mynetad-
spro.com

Earn $800-$3200 a month to drive 
brand new cars with ads placed on 
them. www.adcarclub.com.

Expansion program of Starpoint 
Trading Store, A small company 
is looking for SALES CLERK , 
Please contact us for more details. 
Requirements - Should be a com-
puter Literate. 4-6 hours access to 
the internet weekly. Efficient and 
Dedicated. If you are interested 
and need more information,Please 
send e-mail to clearicaloff-
ice1564@yahoo.com

4000
Resorts/Hotels

Babysitter needed for 9-½ year 
old boy. Occasional night/week-
ends. $10/hr. Contact Mr. or Mrs. 
Pease at 714-970-2853.

Looking To Become A Nurse?
Get your nursing degree now. 
Start your career in the medi-
cal feild. Accredited schools for 
nursing degrees available from 
top schools and online too. www.
topnursingtraining.com

Movie Extras Wanted! Local!
Actors, Model! Make $100-
$300+day. No experience 
required, meet celebrities, Full 
Time/ Part Time, All looks 
Needed! Call Now! 800-340-8404 
Ext.2743.

Speedy Typist! professional, reli-
able, and fast typist available for 
your school projects. 24 hour turn-
around available. Call Susie (909) 
597-0775. 

Circuit Training Study@CSUF
Are you a female between the 
ages of 25-55? Wanna get in 
shape for free? Graduate student 
seeking participants for 6 week 
circuit training study...ktarin@ful-
lerton.edu (310) 890-7982

Wanted!
English and Math majors to tudor 
younger students(k-12) Call 
(714)577-8540.

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

Research Assistants 
needed
At social Science Research Center 
to conduct telephone interviews. 
On campus, flexible sched-
ule, great research experience! 
English, Spanish, and Korean 
speakers needed. $10.94/hr. Apply 
at MH-038(basement) or contact 
emily(714) 278-7690.

$25k/month Business Opportunity
Have you watched the “Secret 
Movie” online? This oppor-
tunity could change your life. 
FullertonCollegeStudents.com

1600
Miscellaneous

Women’s Football Tryouts
2.16.08- SoCal Breakers Full-con-
tact football. Interseted? For more 
info visit www.socalbreakersfoot-
ball.com
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Freshman chooses CSUF over MLB
Christian Colon turns 
down chance to play for 
the Padres to be on the 
Titan baseball team

By MeLiSSa poLLard
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Titan baseball is back again. The 
four-time national championship 
team has new additions to the roster 
and one of those new faces is 6-foot 
freshman Christian Colon. 

Colon was recently named one of 
the top five freshman baseball play-
ers in the nation by CSTV.com col-
lege baseball editor Doug Kroll. He 
is currently slated to be the starting 
shortstop for the Titans after beating 
out junior Joe Scott, who started at 
the position last year.

“He’s a great guy and he’s still go-
ing to be out there for us. He’ll be 
playing second base,” Colon said of 
teammate Scott. “Were like a family. 
We all do what’s needed.”

When asked about Colon starting 
at shortstop, Head Coach Dave Ser-
rano said he worked really hard for 
the position. 

“Myself, the rest of the coach-
ing staff and the players believe that 
he deserves to be out there and has 
earned his spot,” Serrano said.

Colon’s talent extends beyond 
great defense; he can hit too. In his 
senior year at Canyon High School 
in Anaheim, Colon’s batting average 
was above .400. 

“Anything that we get from him 
offensively will just be an added 
bonus to what he has already been 
showing,” Serrano said. 

Serrano also said he has a lot of 
confidence in his young player.

“He is well beyond his years as 
a player. He is going to be a foun-
dation player for Titan baseball for 
the next few years,” Serrano said. “I 
am very impressed with his savvy as 
a player. He has the mannerisms of 
an experienced collegiate player. You 
don’t find that in many freshmen.” 

Colon was drafted by the San Di-
ego Padres in the 10th round, but 
turned the opportunity down and 
decided to play at Cal State Fuller-

ton. He said he thought that going 
to school was the better option for 
him at this time in his life.

“I wanted to come here to im-
prove my skills as a player and gain 
more experience,” Colon said. “It 
was a great feeling knowing that I 
could do it -- that I was drafted -- 
but school is where I feel I need to 
be,” Colon said. 

Serrano said he doesn’t think turn-
ing down the option to play profes-
sional baseball will affect his chances 
in the draft for the future.

“I think that his experience in 
college can only help him,” Serrano 
said. 

Colon was born on May 14, 
1989, in Capey, Puerto Rico to par-
ents Elfrin and Lucy Colon where he 
started playing baseball at the young 
age of four. 

“My dad was who got me started 
in baseball. I’ve been playing ever 
since I was four and now it’s just part 
of my life,” Colon said.  

In high school, Colon moved a lot 

and played on three different teams 
in four years, according to his pro-
file on CSUF’s Official Athletic Web 
site. His first high school was Mid-
way High School in Waco, Texas. He 
was on varsity his freshman year and 
was named the team’s best defensive 
player. He then moved to West Jor-
dan, Utah his sophomore year where 
he played varsity at Taylorsville High 
School and was named the team’s 
most valuable player. During his ju-
nior year he moved to Corona, Calif. 
and played the remaining two years 
of high school for Canyon High 
School.

“Meeting new friends in school 
was the hardest part about moving 
in high school. Playing baseball was 
easier and helped me,” Colon said. 

Colon has also become friends 
with many students at CSUF, in-
cluding his teammate, freshman 
Gary Brown. 

 “He has soft hands, which is re-
ally good for the infield,” Brown said 
of Colon. “He’s a smart player and is 

quick to know what play is right for 
the situation.”

Colon, a criminal justice major, 
said he is enjoying his freshman year 
at CSUF. 

“I love it here. I love everything 
about the school and this program. 
That’s why I came here,” Colon 
said. 

Colon said he has high hopes for 
the Titans this season, including 
“winning it all, winning the College 
World Series.” He said he believes 
the coaching staff is doing a great 
job in getting them ready for the 
season.

“They are hungry to get out there 
and get something done. They are 
hungry to win,” Colon said of his 
coaches. 

Colon said his dream for the fu-
ture, beyond playing for the Titans, 
is to play professional baseball. He 
would like to stay and play in Cali-
fornia for a team like the Angels, but 
Colon said it doesn’t matter where 
he plays, just as long as he does.  

Freshman shortstop Christian Colon connecting for a hit during a Cal State Fullerton practice at Goodwin Field.
By aMBer MatSUMoto/For the daily titan

NATIONAL SPORTS
Goodell hopes to speak to Walsh soon

Kurt Thomas headed to San Antonio Spurs

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — NFL 
commissioner Roger Goodell hopes 
the NFL is close to an agreement 
that will allow former New England 
Patriots employee Matt Walsh to tell 
the league about the tapes he is said 
to have made of the St. Louis Rams’ 
walkthrough before the 2002 Super 
Bowl.

“The lawyers are still talking and 
we’re anxious to speak to him. We’re 
anxious to get an agreement to get 
him to come forth.” Goodell told 
the Associated Press on Wednesday.

Walsh, now a golf pro in Maui, 
did video work for the Patriots when 
they won the first of their three Su-
per Bowls after the 2001 season. 
Three weeks ago, the Boston Herald 
reported that Walsh claimed he had 
taped the practice before the Patri-
ots’ 20-17 upset of the Rams, who 
were two-touchdown favorites.

NFL lawyers have been meeting 
with Michael Levy, Walsh’s Wash-
ington-based lawyer, who is seeking 
further protection for his client if he 

tells what he knows.
Levy said last week that the NFL’s 

offer of protection “is highly con-
ditional and still leaves Mr. Walsh 
vulnerable. I have asked the NFL to 
provide Mr. Walsh with the neces-
sary legal protections so that he can 
come forward with the truth without 
fear of retaliation and litigation.”

Goodell has said that Walsh was 
not interviewed as part of the NFL’s 
investigation into “Spygate,” which 
involved the NFL confiscating tapes 
from a Patriots employee who re-
corded the New York Jets’ defensive 
signals from the sideline during the 
opening game of the 2007 season.

As a result of that investigation, 
New England coach Bill Belichick 
was fined $500,000 and the team 
was fined $250,000 and forfeited its 
2008 first-round draft choice.

Six confiscated tapes and other 
documents pertaining to the Patriots’ 
taping were subsequently destroyed 
by the league. Goodell has defended 
the destruction of the tapes.

SAN ANTONIO (AP) – The 
San Antonio Spurs acquired veteran 
forward Kurt Thomas from the Se-
attle SuperSonics last night for guard 
Brent Barry, center Francisco Elson 
and a 2009 first-round draft pick.

The 6-foot-9 Thomas, in his 13th 
NBA season, gives the defending 
NBA champions much-needed size 
to complement Tim Duncan. In 
42 games with the SuperSonics, the 
former Texas Christian star averaged 
7.5 points and 8.8 rebounds.

“We need things that they don’t 
and they need things that may not fit 
here right now,” Spurs general man-
ager R.C. Buford said. “Hopefully 
the addition of Kurt will strengthen 
our playoff push.”

The SuperSonics acquired the 35-
year-old Thomas from Phoenix in 
July. Thomas, taken by Miami in the 
first round of the 1995 draft, also 
has played for Dallas and New York.

“I think the landscape of the West 
has put a premium on interior de-
fense,” Buford said. “Now, with the 
trades of recent days, that’s only im-
proved.”

Sonics general manager Sam Presti 
moved forward with the trade most-
ly for the draft pick. Seattle has 13 
draft picks over the next three years, 
including six in the first round.

“Looking at the first-round pick, 
in combination with our other fu-
ture picks, we have great flexibility 
to add to our core or acquire another 
impact player in the future,” Presti 
said. “At the same time, Kurt is a 
tremendous person and player, and I 
appreciate his contributions this sea-
son and wish him success.”

Buford said Thomas will not be 
with the team for its game against 
Minnesota tonight. The Sonics over-
all record is 14-38 while the San An-
otonio Spurs are 35-17.

SPYGATE

NBA Trades
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