
Daily  Titan Wednesday 
May 7, 2008

Since 1960 
Volume 86, Issue 52

The Student Voice of California State University, Fullerton

Main line: (714) 278-3373
News desk: (714) 278-4415
Advertising: (714) 278-4411
E-mail: news@dailytitan.com

CONTACT US

A drug sting leads to the arrests of San Diego State students 

Associated Press

Dozens of San Diego State Uni-
versity students were arrested after 
a sweeping drug investigation found 
that some fraternity members open-
ly dealt drugs and one even sent a 
mass text message advertising co-
caine, authorities said Tuesday.

Two kilograms of cocaine were 
seized, along with 350 Ecstasy pills, 
marijuana, psychedelic mushrooms, 
hash oil, methamphetamine, illicit 
prescription drugs, several guns and 
at least $60,000 in cash, authorities 
said.

Of the 96 people arrested, 75 
were students. Eighteen of the stu-
dents were arrested Tuesday when 
nine search warrants were executed 
at various locations including fra-
ternities, said Jesse Rodriguez, San 
Diego County assistant district at-
torney.

Initial reports had said that all 96 
arrests took place on Tuesday, con-
flicting with later press releases.

The undercover probe, dubbed 
Operation Sudden Fall, was sparked 
by the cocaine overdose death of a 
student in May 2007, authorities 
said. As the investigation contin-
ued, another student, from Mesa 
College, died Feb. 26 of a cocaine 
overdose at an SDSU fraternity 
house, the DEA said.

Those arrested included a student 
who was close to obtaining a crimi-
nal justice degree and another who 
was to obtain a master’s degree in 
homeland security.

“A sad commentary is that when 
one of these individuals was arrest-
ed, they inquired as (to) whether 
or not his arrest and incarceration 
would have an effect on him becom-
ing a federal law enforcement offi-
cer,” said Ralph Partridge, special 
agent in charge of the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration in San 
Diego.

Some defendants were sched-
uled to appear in state court to face 
charges Tuesday.

Text messages sent out to customers outlined various prices for cocaine. Gs, or grams 
of cocaine, were $35, eights, or 1/8 ounces, were $110 and quads, or 1/4 ounces of 
cocaine, were $210 [left]. Various drug evidence were collected by the Drug Enforcement 
Administration during the arrest of 96 people in San Diego [above].

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION

DTSHORTHAND

   Cal State Fullerton alumnus Jo-
seph R. Moderow (B.A. econom-
ics ‘70), a retired senior vice pres-
ident, general counsel and board 
member for UPS, was recently 
presented the 2008 Horatio Al-
ger Award and inducted as a life-
time member of the Horatio Al-
ger Association of Distinguished 
Americans during ceremonies in 
Washington, D.C.
  The honor is bestowed upon 
individuals who have overcome 
adversity to achieve great suc-
cesses through the American free 
enterprise system.
   “He has been an extraordinary 
giving alumnus, willing to vol-
unteer his time and his expertise 
in support of the college and the 
university.” said Anil Puri, dean 
of the College of Business and 
Economics.
   Moderow is the second Titan 
alumnus to receive the Horatio 
Alger Award. Terry Giles (B.A. 
speech communications ‘70), a 
1998 Vision & Visionaries hon-
oree, was a 1994 recipient.

Campus Life
  The Pollak Library will be host-
ing an event today, to honor the 
winners of the 3rd  Annual Li-
brary Prize for Undergraduate 
Research Papers and Projects. 
  The prize was created to honor 
and award the hard work of the  
undergraduates. 
  The top three winners and hon-
orable mentions have been chosen 
and will be awarded at the event 
held at the East Atrium Gallery 
of the library at 6 p.m. 
 First place winner Jacqueline  Al-
varino won for her paper regard-
ing the media’s manipulation of 
the Rodney King act. 

WEATHER

Sunny/High: 75,  Low: 56
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Mostly Sunny/ High: 71, Low: 56  

AM Clouds, PM Sun/High: 67, 
Low: 55 

sunday 

saturday 

friday 
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WEdnEsday

   Titan Radio is currently hosting 
a contest for a brand new slogan 
to use on-air and on promotional 
materials. 
   All Cal State Fullerton faculty, 
staff and students are eligible to 
participate. Paper entries should 
be turned in at the Pollak Library 
PLS – 051 or e-mailed to Titan-
radio-program@fullerton.edu. 
Submissions will be accepted un-
til May 15.

Titan Radio contest

Alumnus award

  LOS ANGELES (AP) – Rana 
Parker tells pudgy police they 
have the right to remain chubby, 
but it can and will be used against 
them on the streets of Los Ange-
les.
  The dietitian lays down the law 
for recruits, veterans and top 
brass, letting them know that eat-
ing right can help them do a bet-
ter job and could even save their 
lives. While overweight officers 
aren’t unique to Los Angeles, the 
police department believes it’s the 
first to hire a full-time diet coach. 
Parker joined in July.
  Faced with a need for more of-
ficers in recent years, the LAPD 
briefly relaxed body fat limits 
from a maximum of 22 per-
cent for men and 30 percent for 
women, drawing recruits who 
mirrored a plumper American 
public.

L.A.’s pudgy police

A cocaine overdose death 
prompts an undercover 
probe at the university 

During the probe, investigators 
discovered that in some fraterni-
ties most members were aware of 
“organized drug dealing occurring 
from the fraternity houses by its 
members,” the DEA said in a news 
release.

“Undercover agents purchased 
cocaine from fraternity members 
and confirmed that a hierarchy ex-
isted for the purpose of selling drugs 
for money,” the DEA said.

A statement issued Tuesday 
morning by SDSU’s President Ste-

phen L. Weber said that all students 
arrested are now on suspension and 
cannot take their final exams until 
the completion of their due-process 
review.

“I want to commend the excellent 
work done by the SDSU Police– 
who led this investigation,” Weber 
said in the statement. “Today’s ar-
rests are a big step forward toward a 
safer environment for our students, 
faculty, staff and neighbors. SDSU 
will continue to do what is neces-
sary – through both enforcement 
and education – to encourage our 
students to make the responsible 
choices to ensure the health and 
safety of our campus community.”

The district attorney’s office said 

search warrants were served in San 
Diego and suburban La Mesa, in-
cluding the Theta Chi fraternity 
house and several apartments.

A member of Theta Chi sent out 
a mass text message to his “faithful 
customers” stating that he and his 
“associates” would be unable to sell 
cocaine while they were in Las Vegas 
over one weekend, according to the 
DEA. The text promoted a cocaine 
“sale” and listed the reduced prices.

Theta Chi’s San Diego chapter 
declined to comment. 

“We’re talking to our advisers,” 
said John Phillips, a past president 
of the chapter.

Dale Taylor, the fraternity’s na-
See DRUG BUSTS, Page 2
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Obama records win 
in North Carolina

Associated Press

Barack Obama swept to victory in 
the North Carolina primary Tuesday 
night and declared he was closing 
in on the Democratic presidential 
nomination. Hillary Rodham Clin-
ton clung to a narrow Indiana lead, 
struggling to halt her rival’s march 
into history.

“Tonight we stand less than 200 
delegates away from securing the 
Democratic nomination for presi-
dent of the United States,” Obama 
told a raucous rally in Raleigh, N.C. 
— and left no doubt he intended to 
claim the prize.

Clinton and Obama both said the 
former first lady would win Indiana. 

However thousands of votes were 
yet to be counted, principally in 
Lake County, not far from Obama’s 
home city of Chicago.

She told cheering supporters in 
Indianapolis, “Thanks to you, it’s 
full speed on to the White House,” 
signaling her determination to fight 
on in a campaign already waged 
across more than 15 months and 
nearly all 50 states.

Returns from 98 percent of 
North Carolina precincts showed 
Obama winning 56 percent of the 
vote to 42 percent for Clinton, a tri-
umph that mirrored his earlier wins 
in Southern states with large black 
populations.

See OBAMA, Page 2
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Cal State Fullerton Pilipino American 
Student Association was a showcase

By ERIC BARTOLOME
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Members of Cal State Fullerton’s 
Pilipino American Student Associa-
tion (PASA), acted and danced in 
a three-hour production entitled 
“Pieces” during the 21st annual 
Pilipino Culture Night (PCN).

A celebration of Filipino 
culture was celebrated as 
different acts performed 

Theo Zuniga and Ailenne Uy perform the Painjalay [above] during an exhibition Sunday. 
PHOTO By LAwRENCE TOLENTINO

The show highlighted centuries of 
Filipino culture and history as per-
formers entertained and educated a 
crowded theater of 816 friends and 
family members.

“I loved it. It taught me some-
thing and I can walk away inspired,” 
junior communications major 
Stephanie Cruz said. “It taught 
me a lot of [Filipino] stereotypes 
and how to get over them. [PCN] 
taught me about my past, my pres-
ent, what we’re living in today and 
how we can make it better.”

The production starred fresh-

man Selyna Arciaga as a 27-year-old 
Filipina-American woman named 
Kristina Reyes, who is given the op-
portunity to learn about her past. In 
“Pieces,” five hooded visitors helped 
Reyes uncover truths about her Fil-
ipina culture.

Throughout the play, PASA 
members performed adapted ver-
sions of dances from the Philip-
pines’ long and storied history. The 
Reyes character experienced flash-
backs that allowed her to experience 
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FOR THE RECORD
It is the policy of the Daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. Any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. Any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. Corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the Daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Ian Hamilton at 714-278-5815 or at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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Man executed, U.S. Supreme Court upheld legality  
NATIONAL

First international aid reaches Myanmar 
INTERNATIONAL

   JACKSON, Ga. (AP) – A Georgia man who killed his live-in girlfriend was 
executed Tuesday, the first inmate put to death since the U.S. Supreme Court 
upheld the constitutionality of lethal injections.
  William Earl Lynd was pronounced dead at 7:51 p.m. EDT, Georgia De-
partment of Corrections spokeswoman Mallie McCord told The AP. It came 
less than an hour after the U.S. Supreme Court rejected efforts to block it.
  The roughly three dozen states around the country that use lethal injection 
held off on carrying out any executions for more than seven months while 
the U.S. Supreme Court reviewed the constitutionality of the three-drug 
cocktail that is used. It was the longest pause in U.S. executions in a quarter 
century.
  The Supreme Court last month upheld the legality of lethal injections.

IN OTHER NEWS

Kobe Bryant awarded MVP, wants another trophy
LOS ANGELES (AP) – Finally, an MVP award for Kobe Bryant.
Regarded as the NBA’s best player for several years but never its most 

valuable, Bryant earned the honor at last on Tuesday after leading the Los 
Angeles Lakers to the best record in the Western Conference.

He called the award a blessing and an honor and emphasized that he wants 
another trophy this year.

“It’s Hollywood, it’s a movie script. The perfect ending would be for us to 
hold a championship trophy at the end of it,” Bryant said at a news confer-
ence attended by his teammates, club officials, his wife and two daughters.

“This is an award I couldn’t have won on my own. I can’t thank these guys 
(his teammates) enough. These are my guys, these are my brothers. Let’s get 
ready for tomorrow.”

The Lakers try to take a 2-0 lead against Utah in their conference semifinal 
on Wednesday night. Bryant will receive the MVP trophy from commis-
sioner David Stern before the game.

Bryant entered the season as the league’s two-time defending scoring 
champion. He had finished as high as third in the MVP voting twice – after 
the 2002-03 season, when he averaged 30 points for the first time, and last 
year when Dallas’ Dirk Nowitzki won.

STATE

   YANGON, Myanmar (AP) – International aid began to trickle into 
Myanmar on Tuesday, but the stricken Irrawaddy delta, the nation’s rice bowl 
where 22,000 people perished and twice as many are missing, remained cut 
off from the world.
  In the former capital of Yangon, soldiers from the repressive military regime 
were out on the streets in large numbers for the first time since Cyclone Nar-
gis hit over the weekend, helping to clear away rubble. Buddhist monks and 
Catholic nuns wielded axes and long knives to remove ancient, fallen trees 
that were once the city’s pride. However, coastal areas of the delta worst hit 
by the high winds and tidal surges were out of reach for aid workers, isolated 
by flooding and road damage.
  Electricity remained cut for nearly all 6.5 million residents of Yangon, while 
water supply was restored in only a few areas. Some residents waited in lines 
for nine hours or more to buy gasoline to fuel generators and their cars.  The 
U.N.’s World Food Program said international aid began to flow, with 800 
tons of food getting through to the first of nearly 1 million people left home-
less by the cyclone.

tional executive director, said he was 
“obviously shocked and saddened” 
by the allegations.

Theta Chi has prohibited the San 
Diego chapter from group activities 
like parties or sports and will inves-
tigate additional disciplinary mea-
sures, up to expulsion of members 
or the entire chapter.

Theta Chi, based in Indianapolis, 
has 131 chapters in the U.S. and 
Canada and more than 161,000 ini-
tiates. It was founded in 1856.

The San Diego chapter was 
founded 61 years ago and has 65 
members.

“They were on the upswing,” Tay-
lor said. “They had improved their 
recruitment. They were trying to 
raise money for a new house.”

Members of the Lambda Chi Al-

pha fraternity were also arrested.
Russ Gilman, a senior accounting 

major, was the Vice President of Cal 
State Fullerton’s Lambda Chi Alpha 
chapter until fall of 2006 when it 
was no longer affiliated with the 
school. 

Lambda Chi Alpha had previous-
ly been placed on probation and af-
ter failing to meet requirements and 
participating in an altercation with 
a neighboring house, their charter 
was revoked by their national fra-
ternity.

“This is an unfortunate event,” 
Gilman said. “We constantly strive 
to show we are model citizens but 
this is a big step backward for the 
fraternity.”

Lambda Chi Alpha was founded 
in November of 1909 and now has 
over 300 chapters and 235,000 

members.
“It shows that fraternities need 

to evaluate membership and if it 
will be beneficial for the program,” 
Gilman said. “You can prevent this 
from happening.”

University police and federal 
drug agents worked together in the 
investigation, making more than 
130 undercover drug buys at loca-
tions including fraternity houses, 
student parking areas and dormito-
ries, authorities said.

Shawn Collinsworth, executive 
director of the national office of Phi 
Kappa Psi, said he was told by two 
of the SDSU fraternity chapter’s 
leaders that four of its members 
were arrested. 

He said the fraternity is cooperat-
ing with the investigation.

“It isn’t behavior becoming of Phi 

Kappa Psi,” Collinsworth said.
SDSU is one of the largest schools 

in California’s State University sys-
tem with about 34,000 students. 
The campus has an active network 
of fraternities and sororities.

In a drug survey conducted by 
The Daily Titan, 10 percent of re-
spondents reported using cocaine, 
38.8 percent had used marijuana 
and 14.6 percent had used illicit 
prescription drugs.

According to CSUF’s Campus 
Police Web site there were 20 ar-
rests made on campus and 16 made 
at fraternity and sorority houses for 
drug violations in 2006, the last 
year of statistics available.

Daily Titan Staff Writer Austen 
Montero contributed to this story.

DRUG BUST: FRATS CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE
From Page 1

From Page 1

That made Indiana a virtual 
must-win Midwestern contest for 
the former first lady, who was hop-
ing to counter Obama’s persistent 
delegate advantage with a strong 
run through the late primaries. Re-
turns from 88 percent of the state’s 
precincts showed Clinton with 52 
percent of the vote to 48 percent for 
Obama.

Obama won at least 63 delegates 
and Clinton at least 57 in the two 
states combined, with 67 still to be 
awarded.

Voters in both states fell along ra-
cial lines long since established in a 
marathon race between the nation’s 
strongest-ever black presidential 
candidate and its most formidable 

female challenger for the White 
House.

The economy was the top issue 
by far in both states, according to 
interviews with voters as they left 
their polling places.

Two weeks after a decisive defeat 
in Pennsylvania, Obama sounded 
increasingly like he was looking for-
ward to the fall campaign.

“This primary season may not be 
over, but when it is, we will have to 
remember who we are as Democrats 
... because we all agree that at this 
defining moment in history — a 
moment when we’re facing two wars, 
an economy in turmoil, a planet in 
peril — we can’t afford to give John 
McCain the chance to serve out 
George Bush’s third term.”

PERFORMANCE: ENTERTAINING CAPTIvE AUDIENCES

OBAMA: LOOkING FOR AN EDGE TO GET A wIN
Clinton was joined at her rally 

by her husband Bill, his face sun-
burned after hours spent campaign-
ing in small-town North Carolina, 
and their daughter, Chelsea.

She stressed the issue that came 
to dominate the final days of the 
primaries in both states, her call 
for a summertime suspension of 
the federal gasoline tax. “I think it’s 
time to give Americans a break this 
summer,” she said.

She added that no matter who 
wins the epic race for the nomina-
tion, “I will work for the nominee 
of this party” in the fall campaign 
against the Republicans. To empha-
size her determination, Clinton an-
nounced plans to campaign Thurs-
day in West Virginia, South Dakota 

and Oregon, three of the remaining 
primary states.

Obama was gaining more than 90 
percent of the black vote in Indiana, 
while Clinton was winning an esti-
mated 61 percent of the white vote 
there. In North Carolina, Clinton 
won 60 percent of the white vote, 
while Obama claimed support from 
roughly 90 percent of the blacks 
who cast ballots.

Obama’s delegate haul edged 
him closer to his prize – 1,808.5 to 
1,665 for Clinton in The Associated 
Press count, out of 2,025 needed to 
win the nomination. 

As he told his supporters, Obama 
was on pace to finish the night 
within 200 delegates of the total 
needed. 

From Page 1

When you help the American Red Cross, 
you help America.

Call 1-800-Help Now or visit us at redcross.org

Filipino culture. The dances had 
various influences from her history. 
Some dances expressed the culture 
of tribes and provinces while others 
had Spanish or Muslim influence.

Perhaps the most popular perfor-
mance was the Philippine national 
dance, known as the Tinilking. Long 
bamboo branches were rhythmical-
ly snapped together, as the dancers 
jumped in and out of the colliding 
branches. The “Sayaw Sa Bangko” 
prompted the audience’s ovation as 
couples demonstrated balance while 
dancing across narrow benches. As 
the dance ensued, the benches were 
stacked progressively higher until 
they reached four tiers high.    

Junior engineering major Kirby 

Gonzales gave a lively performance 
as a Filipino American homosexual 
named Jon Bautista. Gonzales’ char-
acter showed Reyes how Filipino 
American gay men are much differ-
ent than those found in the Philip-
pines. Gonzales’ character showed 
that in the Philippines, gay men 
wear makeup and dress like women. 
In America however, they can look 
like everyone else.

“Filipino American gay people 
are totally different than gay people 
in the Philippines,” Gonzales said.

Third year student Christian 
Villaruz portrayed grandfather Er-
nie Reyes, a 19th century Filipino 
American who struggles with soci-
ety’s prejudice against his bi-racial 
relationship.  

Throughout the play, Arciaga’s 
character learns various aspects 
about the Filipino struggle. A range 
of topics was covered including im-
migration, gangs, homosexuality 
and family life. Over 72 members 
contributed to the play, dedicat-
ing several hours a week to practice 
acting and dancing. Leading up to 
PCN, PASA members practiced 
nearly three hours every day be-
tween the new Recreation Center 
and the Titan Gymnasium. This 
semester, the first ever PCN class 
was created. The three-unit, Asian-
American course met Wednesday 
nights and was created for the stu-
dents who dedicate so much time to 
perform in PCN.

“I’m really proud of all the cast,” 

JenMay Ravelo, PCN coordinator, 
said. “Everyone put in a lot of work. 
Everyone was really enthusiastic and 
really dedicated.”

Parents and grandparents who 
attended enjoyed watching the 
younger generations learn about 
their culture Sunday.

“It’s good to know that the young 
generation knows their roots,” 
Amante Pazlad, a first generation 
Filipino immigrant and a par-
ent, said. “The majority of those 
people who were born here, they 
don’t know what they’re roots are 
all about. So it’s good for them to 
know so they can pass it on to their 
future family.” 

PASA held the event at the La 
Mirada Theater of Performing Arts. 



May 7, 2008 3NEWS

Caught on tape, police officers are accused of beating three men
Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA (AP) – half-
dozen police officers kicked and 
beat three men pulled from a car 
during a traffic stop as a TV heli-
copter taped the confrontation.

The video, shot by WTXF-TV, 
shows three police cars stopping a 
car Monday, two days after a city of-
ficer was shot to death responding 
to a bank robbery.

The tape shows about a dozen of-

ficers gathering around the vehicle. 
About a half-dozen officers hold two 
of the men on the ground. Both are 
kicked repeatedly, while one is seen 
being punched; one also appears to 
be struck with a baton.

The third man is also kicked and 
ended up on the ground.

“On the surface it certainly 
does not look good in terms of the 
amount of force that was used,” Po-
lice Commissioner Charles Ramsey 
said. “But we don’t want to rush to 

judgment.”
The officers were responding to a 

report of a shooting nearby, police 
said. It was not immediately clear 
what preceded the confrontation.

Police fatally shot one of the rob-
bery suspects; another was arrested 
Sunday and a third man is still be-
ing sought.

“There is also a lot of heightened 
emotions since Sgt. Liczbinski was 
murdered on the streets just Satur-
day,” Ramsey said.

Liczbinski was the third officer 
slain on duty in the city in the last 
two years. Attorney D. Scott Per-
rine, who represents the three men 
seen in the video, said that as terri-
ble as the officer’s death was, it does 
not excuse such actions by police.

“We don’t take into consideration 
the emotions of police officers when 
it comes to the discharge of their 
duties. ... Your emotional state, be-
ing tired, doesn’t justify what’s on 
that video,” Perrine said.

He said one of his clients suffered 
a welt on his head the size of a base-
ball and one of his legs was seriously 
injured; he didn’t know the extent 
of any injuries on the other two 
men. Perrine also said he did not 
know what preceded the traffic stop 
but called the actions seen on the 
tape unjustified.

“It clearly shows a lack of any rea-
sonable investigation before these 
police yank these individuals out 
of the car and take turns delivering 

blows,” he said. “This is a time for a 
thorough investigation to see what 
it is that happened here.”

A court official said late Tuesday 
that the men had been charged with 
criminal conspiracy, aggravated as-
sault, simple assault and reckless 
endangering. Bail was set for two of 
the men, while the third was await-
ing arraignment.

Lt. Frank Vanore, a police spokes-
man, did not immediately return a 
call for comment from the AP.

Fullerton Railroad Days was a celebration of the machine

By ERICkA SANTOS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com
 
Transformed through the decades 

in its speed, design and destina-
tions, this cross-country traveler has 
blazed a trail not yet forgotten. Its 
metal highways extend across the 
nation and its historical importance 
remains respected. 

In celebration of Fullerton’s heri-
tage with this massive voyager, the 
Fullerton Public Library hosted a 
two-day event in preparation for the 
city’s 10th annual “Railroad Days.”

Organized by the Fullerton Rail-
way Plaza Association, Railroad 
Days geared up for a weekend of 
entertainment.

It showcased railway memorabil-
ia, model trail layouts and vintage 
rail cars. 

It began on May 3. 
The pre-celebration held at the 

Fullerton Library marked its second 
year hosting Railroad Day-related 
events. 

Guests were invited to movie 
nights at the library’s Osborne Au-
ditorium along with food, refresh-
ments and the chance to speak with 
local railway experts from Knott’s 
Berry Farm and the FRPA.

“When someone in the family is 
in [the railroad industry,] that inter-
est just gets passed down from gen-
eration to generation,” Josie Quinn, 
a Cal State Fullerton alumna, said. 
“Almost like it’s in the blood.” 

Quinn shares family ties to this 
historic form of transportation. 
Quinn’s father worked in the yards 
of the Great Northern Railroad. 

A fond memory during one of her 
many train rides had enticed her to 
attend the Thursday night event.

“I remember riding the train 
at Knott’s Berry Farm when I was 
2-and-a-half years old and I’ve nev-
er forgotten it,” Quinn said.

Tom Unfried, shift leader for the 
Ghost Town and Calico Railroad at 
Knott’s Berry Farm, hosted Thurs-
day’s presentation. 

His blue jean overalls, green flan-
nel shirt and dusty black boots were 
part of his conductor personality. 
Unfried’s demeanor was nothing 
less than engaging as he answered 
questions and shared his knowledge 
of Knott’s Berry Farm’s railway his-
tory.

The best equipment from the 
circa 1880 Denver and Rio Grande 
railroad is reassembled in the Ghost 
Town and Calico Railroad. 

This equipment was bought by 
Walter Knott for “pennies on the 
dollar,” Unfried said.

Another historic highlight visi-
tors can experience in the park is the 
Rio Grand Southern Railroad presi-
dent’s private car, built in 1883.

Displays and exhibitions 
were part of an event to 
showcase the rail cars 

“I remember riding the train at Knott’s Berry Farm when I was 2-and-a-half years old and I’ve never forgotten it,” Cal State Fullerton alumna Josie Quinn said. 
By ERICkA SANTOS/Daily Titan Staff Writer

“[Knott’s Berry Farm] is trying to 
be part of a preservation commu-
nity,” Unfried said. “Our Adventure 
and Education department is really 
dedicated to keeping Mr. Knott’s vi-
sion of the pioneer spirit alive.”

Tapping into the educational 
value of Thursday’s presentation 
was another CSUF alumnus, Kevin 
Cooper. 

As a resource specialist program 
teacher at Gilbert Elementary in 
Buena Park, Cooper said he was 
pleased with what he learned dur-
ing the lecture. 

By attending the library’s func-
tion, he said he feels he has picked 
up on new and interactive ways of 
teaching his students.

“Some people don’t know that 
there’s a whole railroad culture out 
there and it’s really fascinating,” 
Cooper said.    

Cooper’s connection to the tracks 
stems from his grandfather’s time 
working on the railroads during the 
Great Depression.

Railroad Days started in 1999 in 
an effort to raise funds and aware-
ness for the future railroad museum 
proposed by the FRPA. In their lat-
est “Hot Rail! Newsletter” the vi-
sion of this organization remains 
the same: To create a large commu-
nity-sponsored railroad attraction 
that will include a Santa Fe heritage 
railroad museum and restoration 
facility.

As a non-profit organization, the 
FRPA’s newsletter professes their 
hopes of introducing the Southern 
California Railroad Experience.

 In combining business, commu-
nity and governmental efforts, the 
FRPA is dedicated to developing an 
entertaining and informative expe-
rience that will teach others of the 
railroads contributions to Southern 
California.

“Members of the Railway As-
sociation are real aficionados,” said 
Reference Librarian Melinda West. 
“Some of them wake up at 7 a.m. 
just to go watch the [Amtrak South-
west Chief ] head off to Chicago.”

West has been with the Fullerton 
Library for 22 years and said the re-

cent railroad events are part of the 
Library Board’s efforts to build up 
their community programs. 

Authors, guest speakers and 
workshops are just a few things the 
library has put together through the 
years.

“We’ve even had teen programs 
that cover anime and guitar heroes, 
so we’re really trying to branch out 
to the community by doing things 
like this,” West said.

For rail fans old and new, Rail-
road Days was a weekend filled with 
food from various vendors includ-
ing Carl’s Jr., Muscle Beach Café 
and Kettlemaster’s. 

Shops like Imagination Depot, 
Toltec Images and The Toy Train 

Shop provided a train-inspired 
shopping experience. 

And a line of entertainment was 
not left off the agenda, with per-
formances from the Apple Creek 
Cloggers, Alder Eagle Blues Band 
and the Cross Road Gospel Quartet 
scheduled throughout the weekend.

If the annual Railroad Days event 
did not seem to have enough infor-
mation to satisfy the visitor’s train 
track curiosities, they can also find 
friends in the “unofficial” monthly 
Train Travel Meetup Group. 

The group is a casual round table 
of residents who come together over 
food and drinks to discuss their rail 
experiences with Amtrak, VIA Rail 
Canada and other tourist railways.
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Major buzzkill for Greeks
There’s a reason professors don’t 

want students texting in class.
We just didn’t know it was to 

prevent drug sales.
After a year-long investigation, 

the DEA arrested 75 students at 
San Diego State University, includ-
ing 18 on Tuesday. Among the 
damning materials was a text mes-
sage advertising the sale of cocaine.

Among those arrested for the 
possession and sale of cocaine, 
marijuana and other illegal drugs 
were various members of six differ-
ent campus fraternities.

Tuesday’s massive drug bust at 
SDSU is the kind of nightmare 
that will haunt the infamous party 
school for years to come.

But the scar left on the face of 
the Greek system will last at least 
18  lifetimes.

For all their charitable fund-
raising and philanthropic efforts, 
fraternities and sororities are often 
only characterized by one simple 
stereotype – They love to party.

More often than not, it seems, 
people conjure up images of John 
Belushi parading around in a toga 
whenever they hear the mention of 
Greek letters.

They think of beer cans strewn 
across yards and police sirens whin-
ing alongside raucous parties on 
Frat Row.

And as unflattering and often 
untrue as these stereotypes are, 
SDSU just gave the public a reason 
to believe them all over again.

If some thought National Lam-
poon movies gave a bad vision of 

Greeks, just wait until the fallout 
from SDSU hits.

The San Diego chapters of Phi 
Kappa Psi and Theta Chi, along 
with four other fraternity chapters, 
will almost certainly be shut down, 
and with good reason.

Of course, there will be a mas-
sive public relations campaign to 
minimize the damage done to the 
Greek image. Reps will undoubt-
edly come out in full force like pol-
iticians to separate themselves from 
the tainted SDSU chapters.

We will hear all about how these 
few rogue students do not repre-
sent the whole of Greek society on 
college campuses, and that they 
should be punished to the fullest 
extent of the law.

But there may be a silver lining 
to this dark cloud of hash oil and 
psychedelic mushrooms.

With their reputations fully in 
tatters, fraternities and sororities 
should take this opportunity to 
open themselves up to the world.

Media organizations, including 
the Daily Titan, have been criti-
cized in the past for misrepresent-
ing Greeks by supposedly only fo-
cusing on negative stereotypes. 

However, the Greek system’s 
cloistered nature and paranoia 
about its reputation only strength-
ens the belief that things like ram-
pant drug use and promiscuity are 
the Greek standard.

Now, as the harsh reality of a 
fraternity drug bust sets in, Greeks 
will face a choice: Stay secluded or 
risk exposure to clear their names.

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct 
all comments, questions or concerns 
along with your full name and major to 
Opinion Editor Johnathan Kroncke at 
jkroncke@dailytitan.com

Letters 
to the
Editor:

Behave yourself in the bathroom
A few dos and don’ts to prevent horror stories on both sides of the stall
Girl: We might be cleaner than the boys, but 
we still have to work to keep things that way 

Guy: A little civility goes a long way toward 
navigating the tough, toilet-stocked minefield

By Sarah MEndoza
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Time in the bathroom is private 
and calls for serious consideration 
of proper behavior. However, there 
are times when being polite and 
proper are just not what nature has 
in mind.

After all, why would you hold it 
to avoid using a public bathroom? 
Just go. This is what bathrooms are 
for!

If the business you have to tend 
to is loud and smelly, all we ask is 
that you provide us all with a cour-
tesy flush.

Don’t waste time. Flush it ASAP!
We know you have to go, but that 

does not mean we all have to suf-
fer.  There are ways 
around this. 

Flush it.
However, there 

are those locations, 
like public parks, 
where the smell 
alone is a good in-
dication of needing 
to wait until you 
get home.

Any place on Earth is cleaner than 
those places. Plus, public parks never 
have paper so you might as well wait 
until you get home.

It is a nightmare  when there is no 
toilet paper. You’re faced with empty 
stalls with bare toilet paper rolls.

Every girl has experienced a time 
when she was stuck without any toi-
let paper in a public bathroom and 
had to ask her neighbor to share the 
wealth with some more paper.

Whether this is polite or not is 
not the point. The point is she needs 
something to wipe herself clean. 

What else is she to use, her hand? 
I think not.

So ladies, next time your neighbor 
asks for paper, don’t be snooty and 
feel offended.

Help a sister out and pass over a 
little  T.P.

Guys won’t have this problem be-

cause all they need to do is shake.
And just to clarify some things, 

guys, we don’t have candy or vend-
ing machines in our bathrooms re-
gardless of what you have been told.

We have machines simply dis-
pensing feminine necessities.

Don’t think we are given extra at-
tention when it comes to things like 
this.

Women have worse things to see 
in the bathroom than men do, and 
that includes more than Nos. 1 and 
2.

Women have all experienced 
walking into a stall and have been 
completely mortified to find some-
one else’s waste still hanging out in 
the pot, with extra additives – La-
dies, you know what we mean.

Not a pretty sight. Most bath-
rooms have sensors 
that will flush the 
toilet automatically, 
but ladies, please 
don’t rely strictly on 
the sensor to flush it 
all away.

Take that extra 
look to make sure 
it’s all gone. Don’t 
be so lazy and please 

spare us all the disgust.
One other annoying thing wom-

en do while at the sinks is inspect the 
woman standing to the right or left. 
Please don’t do that – It is just rude.

Unless a polite comment like “that 
is such a nice shirt” is to result from 
the staring, just don’t do it.

Lastly, to those women who don’t 
wash their hands after using the rest-
room, don’t think we can’t see you.

You stick out like a sore thumb 
when you come out of a stall and 
walk right past the sinks.

It is unsanitary and can cause in-
fections when you don’t wash your 
hands.

If you had any idea about the 
amount of germs and bacteria that 
roam the surfaces of a bathroom, 
you would understand.

Quit spreading germs and bacte-
ria and wash your hands, sickos!

By auSTEn MonTEro
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Girls are lucky when it comes to 
using a public restroom; no one takes 
a peek, no awkward eye contact, no 
one peeing on your new shoes.

Just last week, I was fortunate to 
have box seats at a Dodger game.

They were great seats that came 
with all-you-can eat food and, better 
yet, the Diamond Club bathrooms.

These are bathrooms that don’t 
utilize 30-foot troughs and have a 
fragrance of none other than pot-
pourri and pansies.

They are quite luxurious, especial-
ly for a baseball stadium.

Yet my shoe was still the recipient 
of a rogue stream of urine from the 
kind gentleman in 
the stall next to me.

After hearing no 
apology, I hunkered 
back to my seat, 
squeaking every 
other step.

I complained to 
my roommate on 
the way back.

“The guy ob-
viously [squeak] knew he hit my 
[squeak] shoe! Why not [squeak] 
apologize? It’s common [squeak] 
courtesy!”

Guys don’t really say too much 
to each other in a bathroom, espe-
cially if we don’t know the person, 
so I understand why he bolted out 
of there.

The rules of the bathroom often 
take priority over the rules of life, 
but when you ruin someone’s shoe, 
say something.

Urinals tend to prevent missing 
the bowl, but the close quarters can 
present awkward situations.

You see, it’s fine to stand two 
inches from the person in front of 
you in line at the grocery store, but 
using the urinal directly next to a 
man when others are available is 
blasphemy. 

It’s uncomfortable and just plain 

rude. You’ve got to let a man relieve 
himself in peace without wondering 
if the other guy is checking out his 
bits and pieces.

For some guys, it might be in 
their nature to have a look-see for 
comparison purposes, but a public 
restroom isn’t the place.

If the only urinal available is one 
that has someone next to it, we tend 
to walk straight to our destination, 
looking only at our feet or the uri-
nal.

Once there, we blindly unzip and 
take care of business staring at the 
wall in front of us, carefully avoiding 
all eye contact while pondering life’s 
imponderables.

Another challenge presents it-
self when, in a crowded bathroom, 
someone releases a loud bodily func-

tion.
It’s already 

u n c o m f o r t a b l e 
enough, so there is 
no need to speak, 
laugh or cheer. Nat-
urally, we tend to 
find it funny when 
we hear a large 
amount of flatus 
trumpeting from 

the stall behind us.
But it would be ungentlemanly 

to exploit it for the joy of the unsus-
pecting audience.

He just got done running to the 
bathroom in a panic, praying he’d 
get the toilet seat cover on the seat 
in time, all the while checking for an 
adequate amount of toilet paper

 He doesn’t need any more stress.
Which brings me to my next point.

If you happen to see that a stall is 
out of toilet paper, it’s time to once 
again break the “no speaking” rule 
and let the next guy know that he’s 
going to have a dilemma if he goes in 
there and blasts one.

It’s fairly simple: Get in and get 
out. Stay out of everyone else’s way 
and they’ll stay out of yours.

And one final note. Please don’t 
talk on your phone when sitting in a 
stall. It’s wrong for so many reasons.

Unless a polite 
comment ... is to 
result from staring 
at the girl at the sink 
next to you, just 
don’t do it.

“

“ It’s fairly simple: 
Get in and get out. 
Stay out of everyone 
else’s way and they’ll 
stay out of yours.

““

new headline goes here 
and here and here and The Londoner

By Erin Tobin
opinion@dailytitan.com

So I’m back in the country.
Alright, I’ve been back for 

more than a week now, but the 
good news is I’m adjusting.

In most ways, it’s been easy. In 
four months things don’t change 
that much.

There has been one thing that 
I’ve been slow to come to terms 
with, but it’s something everyone 
else has been dealing with for 
awhile.

If you are surprised by what 
I’m about to tell you, not only 
have you been living in another 
country for awhile, but you have 
also been living under a pretty 
hefty-sized rock in that country 
as well.

Gas is nearly $4. I cringe just 
writing that, some things should 
never be in plain black and 

white.
A few years ago, when the price 

rose to over $2, I, like many other 
people, was annoyed. Now, I’m sim-
ply shocked and bewildered and 
waiting for Ashton Kutcher to point 
out the cameras, chortling “Ha ha. I 
punk’d you, America.”

Certainly, gas can’t cost that 
much. There must have been a major 
natural disaster while I wasn’t paying 
attention. No, there was instead a 
falling American dollar and a deplet-
ing oil supply, coupled with high de-
mand. That’s all simple economics.

I thought writing that would 
make me feel better, but no – I’m 
still a little bamboozled.

For many of you, I’m sure the in-
crease in gas prices was gradual; a few 
cents more every time you pulled up 
to the pump. Me? I feel sideswiped.

For the last four months, I’ve paid 
nothing for gas, yet I was able to ac-
complish so much.

The gas prices in London are no 
better than they are here. In fact, 
they are much worse. The price on 
the board at the station may look 
like what you see around this locale, 
but you have to read the fine print – 
It goes toward important documents 
and petrol.

Gas in all of Europe is not only 
in a different currency that is doing 
much better than our dollar, it is also 
sold by the liter. This means, when 
all the math is done, it takes about 
10 U.S. dollars to pay for a gallon 
of gas.

Now, if you are thinking that’s 
insane, I agree with you completely. 
If you were thinking “so what,” well, 
that’s alright too I guess.

The people of Europe, it appears, 
are very selective of their gas con-
sumption because they clearly can’t 
afford not to be. Perhaps this is why 
they are so much better at finding al-
ternative fuel sources and containing 
their carbon footprint.

Instead of hopping in the car, they 
take the underground trains, over-
ground trains or the buses. Or they 
just walk. The alternative is just too 
expensive to be taken lightly any-
way.

Sir Ian McKellen (in London, you 
just get used to saying it that way) 
once accused Americans of being 
lazy, questioning why they don’t just 
get out of their wheeled boxes and 
walk somewhere. While I admire the 
man for his acting ability, I think 
he’s just a little off the mark here.

Simply put, we Californians are 

not lazy, we’re just screwed. We’ve 
made our gigantic suburban empire 
and now we have to drive in it.

While in London everything is ei-
ther a short walk down the street or 
a quick trip on the Tube, the same 
cannot be said of Southern Califor-
nia. Everything is too spread out.

Over there, it was a 10-minute 
walk to the grocery store or to Star-
bucks. Here, I have to drive 15 min-
utes to get to either. Furthermore, 
our mass transportation systems are 
laughable.

While I’m a proud rider of the 
Metrolink trains, the fact of the mat-
ter is they are far from practical, un-
less you only have to go somewhere 
between the hours of 6 to 8 a.m and 
3 to 5 p.m. The local bus systems 
in this area add three hours to your 
commute.

In London, an underground 
train came every one to 10 min-
utes and the buses every three to 
10 minutes.

For a long time, California has 
been trying to fix its freeways to 
aid traffic and congestion when, 
perhaps, it should have been 
looking to correct its flaws in 
mass transit.

Now, as people face simply not 
being able to afford going from 
point a to point b, we have abso-
lutely no other options.

And it’ll only get worse. 

FIRE@WILL
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BY Ericka SantoS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

a swarm of guests, young and old, 
can sometimes be spotted meander-
ing through the Cal state Fullerton 
campus. 

Their only familiar feature is the 
navy-blue polo-wearing leader they 
follow. 

smiling and attentive to their 
group’s questions and needs, these 
cordial hosts are known as the uni-
versity’s titan ambassadors. 

Led by an array of enthusiastic 
student leaders, the titan ambassa-
dors help prospective and incoming 
students make a smooth transition 
into the CsuF student body. 

Dedicated to soothing the anxi-
eties of first-time visitors to the 
236-acre university, titan ambassa-
dors provide “daily tours” for inter-
ested students and their family and 
friends and “special group tours” for 
elementary school and high school 
field trips. 

The tours are for anyone interest-
ed in learning more about the home 
of the titans.

“We make sure to give a strong 
representation of the school but ulti-
mately, we want to help people make 
the choice that’s right for them,” said 
serena Cline, the acting senior co-
ordinator for the New student Pro-
grams office. 

adamant about the importance 
of creating a successful college tran-
sition for students, Cline has been 
part of the New student Programs 
staff for two years. 

By helping with the student ori-
entations as well as the guided tours, 
Cline is happy to consider herself 
a part of a welcoming resource she 
deems imperative. 

With CsuF being one of the 
most diverse campuses in the nation, 
those chosen for the titan ambassa-
dor positions are equally as unique. 

“We really want guests to be able 
to see themselves in the tour guides,” 
Cline said. 

By selecting students from vari-
ous majors, interests and differing 
personality types, Cline looks to hire 
guides who young and prospective 
students will find easy to identify 
with while touring the campus. 

aside from fulfilling their aca-
demic obligations as students, the 
responsibility of learning university 
facts becomes part of the titan am-
bassador’s everyday lives.

ranging from the typical mascot 
history, building names, available 
majors and what student services can 
be found on campus, they learn to 
pick up on quirky, student-friendly 
information as well. 

One example being where caf-
feine-deprived students can buy a 

cup of java.
The motivation behind choosing 

to be part of the titan ambassador 
team varies from case to case, but for 
freshman Katelynn Monday, the op-
portunity was a perfect fit. 

“I just love talking and meeting 
new people and being a tour guide 
was a great way to do that and a 
good way to get involved at school,” 
Monday said. 

The fact that her on-campus job 
as a titan ambassador is extremely 
flexible with her school schedule did 
not hurt either, she admitted with a 
smile. Monday’s perky personality 
and casual confidence would never 
betray that it was the 19-year-old’s 
first semester acting as a tour guide. 

For this young student, the re-
sponsibility of teaching others about 
the things she has recently experi-

enced is a gratifying challenge. 
Whether guests are escorted by 

seasoned or fresh-faced student lead-
ers, the journey to showcase what 
CsuF has to offer begins at the 
alumni Lounge. 

Located on the first floor of the 
titan student union, the alumni 
Lounge gives guests a taste of what a 
quiet and comfortable study area at 
CsuF can be like. 

surrounded by the recreational 
heart of the campus with the food 
court, titan Bowl & Billiards and 
the outdoor Becker amphitheatre 
close by, the alumni Lounge may 
seem like an ideal meeting place for 
guests to gain their first impression 
of the campus. For mother Linda 
seitz and her 18-year-old daughter, 
Kelsey, CsuF was one of the three 
campuses they had visited on their 

quest to finding the ideal college. 
as a parent, Linda said she feels 

that it’s good for students to explore 
their campus options through tours 
like those the titan ambassadors 
provide. 

When students can “see it, feel it 
and walk it,” it really does make a 
difference, Linda said. 

“I think tours, as a new freshman, 
are great and an easy way to see if the 
university is the right fit for you,” 
Kelsey said. 

While students have a number of 
reasons for choosing which college 
they wind up at, the trabuco Hills 
High school senior and her mother 
agree a strong sense of community 
and safety is a quality every univer-
sity should offer. Though the titan 
ambassadors have transitioned from 
university Outreach to New stu-

dent Programs where they have been 
for over seven years, their dedication 
to helping others remains as impor-
tant as ever. 

With the close of the 2008 spring 
semester, the New student Programs 
office is accepting applications un-
til May 9 for the new wave of ti-
tan ambassadors looking to step in 
where their graduating senior am-
bassadors are leaving. Whether they 
are motivating elementary students 
to dream of the college experience or 
calming the fears of new incoming 
students, titan ambassadors take 
pride in the campus and everything 
the university has to offer.

“The most important thing we 
do [as titan ambassadors] is give 
people the information they need to 
make the best college decision they 
can make,” Cline said.  

titan ambassadors tour 
prospective and current 
students around campus

Student ‘ambassadors’ lead the way

 BY Sarah J. cruz
Daily Titan Staff Writer

 news@dailytitan.com
 
some students may feel a pang of 

jealousy while watching their class-
mates click away on a brand new 
Macintosh or Dell laptop. 

With the increasing cost of gas 
and tuition, a new laptop may be 
out of reach. 

But students who do not have the 
income or parents willing to buy 
them a laptop can still enjoy the 
benefits of one.  

The Information and Learning 
Commons in the Pollak Library of-
fers free laptop checkout to Cal state 

Fullerton students. With a valid 
driver’s license and a titan card, stu-
dents can check out a laptop for use 
within the library.  

“Just come up to the front desk 
on the first floor and the [Com-
mons] workers in the blue shirts will 
check it out to you,” edwin Zuniga, 
a Learning Commons consultant, 
said.  

Laptops are available for personal 
and educational use within the con-
fines of the library building. 

students are given a two-hour 
window to use the computer. 

a late fee may be assessed for any 
laptop turned in more than one 
hour past the deadline, but Zuniga 
said they have never had to charge a 
student for turning in a laptop late.  

While no software can be installed 
on the computers, they are fully 
functional for web browsing, word 

processing and other school work.  
The laptop checkout can be use-

ful during peak study times when 
the Commons’ computers are in use 
and other students are waiting for an 
open station.  

students who know about the lap-
top checkout can avoid the crowds 
and lines.

“a lot of students check out a 
laptop when the computers in the 
building are all being used,” Zuniga 
said.  

another useful feature in compar-
ison to the desktop computers is the 
ability to upload files.

“You can’t do that on the comput-
ers on the floor,” Yeseria aguirre, a 
Learning Commons consultant, 
said. “But you can upload files to the 
laptops. It’s very convenient.”  

students may be surprised to 
know that the library has offered 

laptop checkout for two years. 
Zuniga said he has noticed an 

increase in the number of students 
checking out laptops, but thinks 
that many students have yet to take 
advantage of the service.  

Chief Information technol-
ogy Officer amir Dabirian said he 
wanted to combine the best parts of 
a coffee house, bar and home in the 
library. 

Couches, study tables and study 
rooms are all available and laptops 
can be used in any of these rooms.  

The Commons has undergone 
several changes in the last two years 
and technology has taken center 
stage. 

along with the laptops, the li-
brary offers more computers situ-
ated in ‘pods,’ which allow students 
to work in groups in the wide, open 
Commons area.  

Many students have not 
taken advantage of this 
resource on campus

Library offers rental laptops

Laptops are available in the library on the first floor at the ILC Support Services desk. 
For more information, visit the Pollak Library.

BY nathan whEadon/Daily Titan Features Editor

Titan Ambassador 
Katelynn Monday 
gives prospective 
students a tour of 
the CSUF campus. 
The tour group 
shown here is in 
front of Langsdorf 
Hall.  

BY Ericka SantoS/Daily Titan Staff Writer

The library also has “smart rooms” 
where students can use video cam-
eras and recording equipment free 
of charge for podcasts and presen-
tations, smart screens and meeting 

tables.  
The laptops can be checked out 

at the desk on the first floor of the 
Commons where It help and library 
help are also available. 
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Think Different. Think Simon.
Aging NBA superstars 
are passing the baton to 
the next generation

by simon liang
Sports Columnist

sports@dailytitan.com

This season has been a coming-
out party for many of the NBA’s 
future superstars. As many vet-
erans are getting up there in age, 
they are making way for the young 
guns to take control of the show.

Jason Kidd has slowed down 
this season – although he is still a 
triple-double threat every night – 
but he and Steve Nash clearly can-
not guard anything that moves. 
They can still run a team efficient-
ly, but the torch has been passed 
on to two point guards who will 
forever be linked to each other.

I’m talking about Deron Wil-
liams and Chris paul, the 3rd and 
4th pick in the 2005 NBA draft. 
These two guards usher in a new 
era of the point guard for the next 
decade. We all know what Cp3 
can do – be a fixture in the MVp 
race for years to come. D-Will 
gets lost in Cp3’s shadow, but he 
is a tough guard who should have 
been an All-Star this season.

Yes, tim Duncan is still a force 
down low, but we all know he is 
slowing down, even if he scored 
40 points in the first game of the 
first round against phoenix. He is 
passing the torch to Al Jefferson, 
one of the most underrated players 
in the league. It’s amazing how a 
player can average 21 and 11 and 
go unnoticed. He is a prolific low 
post scorer and a board eater. You 
will definitely hear his name more 
when the Minnesota timber-
wolves become relevant again.

Shaquille o’Neal showed us that 
he can still play. However, phoenix 
was still ousted in the first round. 
His size and strength alone is still 
a load to handle, but he is passing 
the torch to Dwight Howard. We 
all know what he can do – lead 
the league in rebounds and dunks. 
This season he solidified his posi-
tion as the best young center in the 
game today. Boy, was I wrong in 

the 2001 draft. I was shocked that 
the orlando Magic didn’t take the 
more established big man prospect 
in Emeka okafor. Howard is the 
exemplification of the great reward 
that comes with a huge risk.

Ben Wallace has fallen off dra-
matically from his Defensive play-
er of the Year days in Detroit. In 
his prime he was one of the most 
feared defenders in the league 
as well as a ferocious rebounder. 
He is passing the torch to tyson 
Chandler. Although Chandler will 
never be the defender Big Ben was, 
he is not too shabby in that de-
partment. He makes his presence 
felt in the lane and is aggressive on 
the boards, leading the league in 
offensive rebounds this season.

The ever-fading Vince Carter 
once had all the potential in the 
world to become the next great 
swingman, but his work ethic and 
lackadaisical effort on the court 
contributed to his less-than-stellar 
career so far. He is passing the 
torch to rudy Gay. Critics were 
not so hot on Gay coming out of 
the draft because of talks about his 
attitude. However, he has put it 
together and became a great scor-
er. He reminds me of Vinsanity 
because of his upside alone. Let’s 
hope he works hard and becomes 
the superstar he can be.  

rasheed Wallace is one of the 
most versatile big men in the 
game today. He has an unstoppa-
ble fade-away jumper and can also 
knock down the three-point shot. 
He always had the potential to be 
All-NBA because he is a great two-
way player, but he is passing the 
torch to LaMarcus Aldridge. He is 
a mirror image of Wallace because 
of his length and skill set. Aldridge 
doesn’t have the physical intensity 
or defensive ability like ‘Sheed, 
but he has a deadly outside shot. 
I’m sure LaMarcus will work on 
putting that three-point shot in 
his repertoire soon.

All these players are taking the 
torch and hoping to do better than 
their predecessors. These are your 
future NBA All-Stars and NBA 
Champions and you will hear all 
of their names for many, many 
years.

taking 55 for the team

Cal State Fullerton senior Crystal Vieyra, a fourth-year member on the Titan softball team, gripping a bat in the Titans dugout at Anderson Family Field.
by Ron Fu/For the Daily Titan

by jon casTillo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Like any good family member 
would, titans’ senior second base-
man Crystal Vieyra has consistently 
taken one for the team in her tenure 
with the Cal State Fullerton softball 
team.

In her fourth and final year in a 
titans’ uniform, Vieyra has set the 
school record in the career hit by 
pitch category. 

She not only broke the previous 
career school record of 47 held by 
Amanda Hockett, but she also has 
moved into sole possession of second 
place on the NCAA all-time list with 
55 in her career.

And although it may not be as 
glamorous as a hitting record, Vieyra 
said it could be looked at as the same 
thing as a base hit. 

After all, the outcome of the 
pitcher’s mistake is a pass to first 
base, just like a single.

Vieyra could be the NCAA all-

time leader if injuries did not force 
her to miss 18 games last year and 17 
games this season.

“It’s weird, but it’s like I definitely 
would rather be in there for some-
thing else, like for hits or something,” 
she said of being in the NCAA re-
cord book. “But I guess as long as I 
am in there, that is always good.”

Vieyra, or “C” 
as her teammates 
call her, hails 
from Stanton, 
Calif. and at-
tended pacifica 
High School be-
fore joining the 
titans.

She said she 
never used to get 
hit before getting 
into college and 
then, all of a sud-
den, she started 
racking them up. 
She set a fresh-
man record with 17 in 2005.

“Some people say, ‘Maybe you 
stand too close.’ I don’t even know 
how to explain it,” she said. “I’ll be 
the person to be hit two or three 
times in one game and no one else 
will get hit that game.”

perhaps all the softballs thrown at 
her have to do with her tough exte-
rior.

CSUF Head Coach Michelle Gro-
macki said the 5-foot-3-inch Vieyra 
bench-presses, cleans and squats 
more than anyone on the team.

“She’s used as an example in ev-
erything,” Gromacki said. “When 

we’re doing agil-
ity workouts, to 
do everything 
right … and she 
is used in the 
weight room.”

When the ti-
tans’ coaching 
staff recruited 
Vieyra, they 
saw a competi-
tor who brought 
intensity to the 
field – someone 
that Gromacki 
said is “tooth 
and nail” and 

gives 120 percent.
Defensively, Vieyra is a solid part 

of the titans’ infield in a key posi-
tion. 

Her range and ability to make 
plays is something that has helped 
CSUF pitching in her four years on 

the diamond.
“She is always great. She always 

pumps me up [and] keeps me go-
ing,” titans’ freshman pitcher Chris-
tine Hiner said.

Despite flashing the obvious 
tough persona on the field, Vieyra 
is also known as a jokester to her 
coaches and teammates.

Gromacki said Vieyra and her 
teammate and roommate, senior 
designated player/catcher Kiki Mu-
noz, are like the Three Stooges.

“We click with everything, like 
our personalities [and] how we are 
on the field,” Munoz said. “That’s 
what you get in college. You never 
expect it, but that’s what it is, you 
make these bonds [and] lifetime 
friends, and that’s what Crystal is.”

Munoz recalled the first day she 
met Vieyra, on a day they were sup-
posed to look around the campus 
together and work out. However, 
Munoz woke up late and struggled 
with hill runs.

She said Vieyra later told her she 
did not think Munoz would make it 
through after that first encounter.

Had Munoz only known back 
then, Vieyra could have helped her 
at doing what she excels in: taking 
one for the team.

titan softball’s Crystal 
Vieyra sets new school 
record for hit-by-pitch

“

“That’s what you 
get in college. You 
never expect it, but 
that’s what it is, you 
make these bonds 
[and] lifetime friends, 
and that’s what Crys-
tal is.. – Kiki Munoz,

           titan Senior
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Advertising
Information
To place a classified ad, call

714.278.4453
By Fax:
714.278.2702

By Email:
classified@dailytitan.com

By Mail:
The Daily Titan
College Park Bldg.
2600 E. Nutwood Ave. 
Suite 660 
Fullerton, CA. 92831-3110

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 am - 5 pm

Rates:
One insertion, up to 20 words
.........................................$5.50
each additional word........$0.39
12pt Headline...................$1.75
16pt Headline...................$2.50
Border..............................$5.50

• Weekly and monthly rates are 
  also available.
• For classified display ads, 
  please see our rate card for 
  rate information.

Deadlines:
Classified Line Ads:
3 Business days before printing 
  @ 12 noon.
Classified Display Ads:
3 Business days before printing
  @ 12 noon.

Payment:
Please make checks payable 
to: "The Daily Titan" 
We also accept Visa and 
Mastercard

Read the Daily Titan online @
www.dailytitan.com

6500
Help Wanted

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must con-
tain the numbers 1 
to 9; each column 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and 
each set of boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU

7400
Houses for Rent/Sale

Sudoku is made possible by the 

people at www.dailysudoku.com

Humorscopes
brought to you by humorscope.com    

 Aries (March 21 - April 19)
  Benjamin Franklin said: “If you would like  
 to know the value of money, go and try to  
 borrow some.” You’re not sure this is an  
 accurate indicator of the value of things,  
 however. At least not after having tried to  
 borrow a toothbrush...

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
 You will be “on the move”, soon. Especially  
 movements of a gastrointestinal nature, as it  
 turns out. Good day to stay close to home. 

 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
         You will become unwittingly embroiled in  
 a turf war between rival Chinese restaurants,  
 today, as you step off the sidewalk to avoid  
 a person wearing an extremely large hat.  
 Before the day is over, you’ll find yourself  
 angrily hurling potstickers at people you’ve  
 never met.

 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
  Good day to take up Rap music as a career.  
 Either that or plumbing. (Most people are  
 strangely unaware of the similarities.) 

 Leo (July 23 - August 22)
 Beware of turnips.

 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
          People are starting to take you a bit too seri 
 ously. Try wearing your bunny slippers to  
 work.

 Libra (September 22 - October 22)
     Privacy will be an issue today. This may pos 
 sibly be because a group of foreign tourists  
 will follow you everywhere, smiling and nod 
 ding the entire time.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
 Today is the second-to-last day, of the 19th  
 segment of your life. Time to learn to appre 
 ciate tofu (bean curd).

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
        You will discover that you’ve always had the  
 power to go home, simply by tapping the  
 heels of your bunny slippers together.   
 Unfortunately, as you will also soon discover, 
  it’s not your home.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
 It’s time to move on to bigger and bet  
 ter opportunities. Be sure to be outrageously  
 nice to everyone until you leave - they’ll only  
 remember the last bit, anyway.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
 Dogs barking. Can’t fly without umbrella.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
  Today you will overhear people   
talking about you, and realize that   
you’re an incredible bore who nobody likes.   
Go to the library and ask the librarian for advice. 

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

TEACHERS/ TUTORS:  After 
school tutoring (ages K-12), high 
Math a plus,
$10-$15+/hr doe, M-F in Aliso 
Viejo, Call Jenia @ 949.305.8700

Marketing Help: TriLeaf 
Marketing at home work, comp. 
skills needed. Pay $150-$700 per 
week. More info 
www.mynetadspro.com

Are you upbeat and outgo-
ing? Would you like to work 
right across the street from the 
Disneyland Parks with fun and 
friendly people just like you? 
Then come and be a part of our 
family at the award winning* 
Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel in 
the Anaheim Resort! We are look-
ing for customer service experts 
with excellent written/phone skills 
to be a part of our Front Desk and 
Reservations Teams. Full time . 
No hotel experience necessary, 
but customer service experience 
is a plus. Pay is $10/hour + perks, 
incentives and benefits! Must 
apply in person. Monday to Friday 
9am-5pm. Check us out at www.
hojoanaheim.com!

Gymnastics/Cheer Coaches/Office 
Personnel Needed
Kidnastics is now hiring flex-
ible part time positions for their 
gymnastics school located in Los 
Alamitos. Competitive pay and 
pension benefits available. Email 
resumes and questions to: chung@
kidnastics.net or contact Chung at 
562-431-1102 ext 104 For addi-
tion information visit us online 
www.kidsnastics.net. 

Successful Real Estate profes-
sional seeking a few select indi-
viduals. Desire to earn over a six 
figure income to start ASAP. My 
company pays $4,000-$10,000 
commission per sale.
Contact: Jonathan Hubbard (949) 
378-0732  
jonathan@westcoastinvestmen-
tsinc.com

$25k/month Business Opportunity
Have you watched the “Secret 
Movie” online? This oppor-
tunity could change your life. 
FullertonCollegeStudents.com

10 reasons to work from home
College student-at home mom-
anyone. Great product-Great 
opportunity. Work around your 
schedule. Thegreatproduct.com/
4healthylife. (909) 509-3059

Private dance lessons!
Lessons in Hip-hop, Popping, and 
break dancing. Taught by Ryan 
Webb aka Future. Call 703-606-
5248 if interested. 

5500
Professional Services

225 FT & PT Jobs
DISNEYLAND
The world’s global food service 
company, Sodexo, is now at 
Disneyland. If food is your pas-
sion, Sodexo is your move. We 
will coordinate with your school 
schedule, offering days, after-
noons, evenings and weekends. 
. FT & PT Culinary Jobs
. Positions for Cooks, Cashiers, 
Drivers and Utility
. Full-Time Jobs (over 30 hrs/wk) 
include benefits
. Free Parking and Disneyland 
Park Pass for all Employees
. Get Paid While You Learn On-
the-Job Skills
Call our Job Hotline today at 
714-343-0016. Pick up and drop 
off applications at the regional 
office: 711 Kimberly Ave., #170, 
Placentia, CA 92870 (off of 
Orangethorpe; for directions call 
716-650-6826 x23650).
EOE.

House 3bd/2b E. Normandy Dr, 
Anaheim Apprx1500sf, Fireplace, 
2 car garage, Large backyard. 
Near freeways: 57, 91, 5, 22, 55... 
Ready mid march. New Kitchen. 
Newly remodeled. Master bed/
bath; newly painted interior. 
Includes fridge, microwave, and 
washer. No dryer, A/C. $2400/m, 
$2400 deposit. Utilities, water, 
garbage not included. Details, call 
Apollo. (760) 271-6465.

Grant Writing Course
Successful Grant Writing 101:
Professional Grant Proposal 
Writing workshop being held in 
Los Angeles, CA April 28-29, 
2008. Please register at www.
pedgrants.com (562) 810-2266.

just read it.

Today’s puzzle
brought to you by:

HAVE A HOME
DISASTER?

then call...

KRM Industries, Inc.

Construction

Insurance Repair
Specialist for damage 
due to ~ FIRE ~ WIND
~ WATER ~ VEHICLE

 ~ LAND SUBSIDENCE.

• 24 Hr. Emergency 
Service

• 30 years experience
• Licensed & bonded
• No job too big or 

too small

Call for
assistance with your 

insurance repair claim. 
Residential •Commercial

Contact Zach Wheeler
(714) 758-9702
License #493090

KRM Industries, Inc.

Construction

FREE

Buy This Condo!
Beautiful Brea 1 br 1 bath com-
puter room condo, move-in 
condition, lowest price in town 
($269,000), Please call Victor/
agent at 714-553-5569, 553-5569.

House-Brand new room-Own 
parking. Located at 91 and state 
college. Cable, internet, Laundry. 
$525/month. Contact William 
(714) 468-3463. 

Save 15%

with CSUF 

student I.D.

2219 N. Harbor Blvd.
Fullerton, CA
714.526.2711

Open 11am-9pm
7 days a week

The Hungry Bear
Restaurant
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