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Recruitment and Info Fair 
for special ed teachers

  The Cal State Fullerton 2008 
University Commencement Cer-
emony will be held Saturday and 
Sunday at 7 a.m.
 Graduating seniors need to ar-
rive at the track located north of 
the gym to line up for the Proces-
sional and receive instructions.
  The University Commencement 
begins at 8 a.m. and could last 
until 9:30 a.m.
  Immediately following Univer-
sity Commencement, graduates 
will proceed to the staging site 
for their individual college/de-
partment ceremonies.
  They will be instructed for the  
processional and line up for the 
ceremonies. All ceremonies will 
end by noon.

Commencement 2008

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) – 
Mother’s Day draws a crowd in 
the home of an Arkansas woman 
– she is pregnant with her 18th 
child.
   Michelle Duggar, 41, said she is 
six weeks along in her pregnancy 
and that everything is going well.
  Their youngest child, Jennifer, 
is 9 months old. Their oldest, 
Josh, is 20. The Duggar children 
include 10 boys and seven girls. 
Within the group are two sets of 
twins.
  “We’ve had three in January, 
three in December. Those two 
months are a busy time for us,” 
Michelle Duggar said, laughing.
  The fast-growing family lives in 
Tontitown in northwest Arkan-
sas in a 7,000-square-foot home. 
All the children – whose names 
start with the letter J – are home-
schooled.
  Jim Bob Duggar, a former mem-
ber of the Arkansas Legislature 
and an unsuccessful U.S. Sen-
ate candidate, has not been spe-
cific when asked how he supports 
such a big family. But he said he 
was guided by a seminar about 20 
years ago – a system he still ad-
vocates – that blends finance and 
religion.
 The family has become well 
known through news coverage 
of new births and with programs 
about them on Discovery Health, 
which is filming the family again.   
The new show looks at life inside 
the Duggar home, where chores 
– or “jurisdictions” – are assigned 
to each child.

WEATHER

Sunny/High: 86,  Low: 64

Partly Cloudy/High: 85, Low: 63

Partly Cloudy/High: 83, Low: 61

Partly Cloudy/High: 76, Low: 57  

Mostly Cloudy/High: 64, Low: 55

friday

thursday 

wednesday

tuesday

MOnday

Mother of 17 braces 
for one more child

  The Los Angeles Unified School 
District (LAUSD) has immediate 
openings for credentialed special 
education teachers and speech-
language pathologists (SLPs).
 Credentialed teachers consider-
ing careers as SLPs, as well as spe-
cial education teachers and cur-
rent SLPs, are invited to attend 
the LAUSD Recruitment and In-
formation Fair on Saturday, May 
31 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
  For information and to register 
for the event, contact Doreen 
Mendoza at careersinsped@lausd.
net or visit the Web site at www.
teachinla.com. SLPs may contact 
William Hatrick at William.Hat-
rick@lausd.net.

Battling the Budget
By JessICa TeRRell

Daily  Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

Working two jobs to put himself 
through school, Mexican immi-
grant Juan Valdez, 29, has slowly 
made his way through the Califor-
nia public education system.

Starting at a community col-
lege before transferring to 

Cal State Fullerton, Val-
dez hopes to transfer 

to a UC for graduate 
studies. By the time 

his educational jour-
ney is completed, 
Valdez will have 
spent time in every 
branch of the Cali-
fornia higher edu-
cation system.

Because his story 
represents a clear 

thread woven through 
the intricate web of 

the three educational 
branches and the possibil-

ities they represent, Val-
dez traveled to Sacra-

mento on May 8 

By JessICa TeRRell/Daily Titan staff Writer
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LifE iN fOCUS

Through his struggles with AIDS, cancer and a 
visual impairment, Kurt Weston continues to cre-
ate his photography artwork. 
  – For more on Kurt Weston, see page 6

COURTesy OF KURT WesTOn

Fired American studies professor 
refuses to sign campus ‘loyalty oath’

By aUsTen MOnTeRO
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Behind marijuana, cocaine is the 
most used illegal drug on campus 
according to an unscientific survey 
conducted by the Daily Titan this 
semester. 

In the wake of a massive drug 
bust last week at San Diego State, 
which resulted in the seizure of 
50 pounds of marijuana and four 
pounds of cocaine, the results of 
the survey carry more meaning 
than could have been anticipated. 

The Daily Titan conducted the 
voluntary survey online during 
the month of April. The newspa-
per received 260 usable responses 
during that time from undergrad-
uate and graduate students and 
alumni. 

The results show 39.2 percent of 
students said they have used illegal 
drugs since the time they enrolled 
in college. 

Another online survey, which 
was part of the National College 
Health Assessment, was conducted 
in May of 2007 by Cal State Ful-
lerton in conjunction with the 

American College Association had 
over 400 responses. The survey by 
CSUF said just over 29 percent of 
students had smoked marijuana, 
which contradicts the Daily Titan’s 
findings by almost 10 percent. 
Results could differ drastically be-
cause the Daily Titan’s survey was 
unscientific.   

Following marijuana, cocaine 
is the next most popular illegal 
drug according to the Daily Titan 
survey, with 10 percent of respon-
dents saying they have tried it. Just 
over one percent said they are cur-
rently using. The CSUF survey did 
not include cocaine. 

Many articles have said young 
adults are drawn to the drug for its 
ability to increase adrenaline. They 
tend to believe it helps them stay 
alert while studying or to stay out 
longer when partying. 

Over 38 percent of respondents 
to the newspaper’s survey said they 
have used marijuana since they en-
rolled in college and 15 percent of 
them said they currently use it. 

“Marijuana is and remains 
the drug of choice for college 
students,” said Sean Hogan, who 

See SURVEY, Page 2

See BUDGET, Page 2

During the month of April, the Daily Titan conducted an informal survey of CSUF stu-
dents. The newspaper received 260 responses, 102 which mentioned illegal drug use.
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Illegal DRUgs

since enrolling at CsUF...

By PaUl aRanDa JR
Daily Titan Staff Writer 

news@dailytitan.com

Upon being hired to teach at Cal 
State Fullerton, all employees are 
subject to sign a “loyalty oath” within 
their contracts in order to show their 
support of the California and U.S. 
constitution. 

American studies lecturer Wendy 
Gonaver however, a Quaker and a 
pacifist, refused to sign the oath last 
August on the grounds that it vio-
lates her religious freedom and First 
Amendment right. 

The loyalty oath, added to Califor-
nia’s Constitution in 1952, requires 
employees to “’defend’ the United 
States and California’s constitutions 
‘against all enemies, foreign and do-
mestic,’” according to a Los Angeles 
Times article.

Gonaver agreed to sign the oath 
if she could attach a letter expressing 
her personal views, but the university 
denied the request and fired her the 
day before the semester began.

People for the American Way 
– a civil rights group representing 
Gonaver – is working with CSUF, 
however, to “reinstate her and adopt 
a policy protecting the religious 
freedom of all Cal State University 
system employees,” according to an 
article in the Times.  

According the the University of 
California History Digital Archives, 

the loyalty oath has a long history 
and has created widespread contro-
versy. 

The origins of the loyalty oath go 
back to 1940 when the University of 
California Regents created an anti-
communist policy. On March 12, 
1947, President Truman initiated a 
loyalty oath for all federal employ-
ees. 

As the fear of communism began 
to build, the nation was hit by a series 
of movements to identify and pros-
ecute suspected communists in all ar-
eas of public life and was highlighted 
by the McCarthy hearings.

The UC Regents met in a closed 
meeting on March 25, 1949 and vot-
ed to add the 1940 anti-communist 
policy as a constitutional loyalty all 
university employees would be re-
quired to sign. 

The UC wanted to show its stand 
against communism and did not 
think the oath would be controver-
sial since faculty were signing it with-
in their contracts. The official resolu-
tion was adopted by the Regents on 
April 21, 1950.

On October 17, 1952, the Califor-
nia Supreme Court ruled in Tolman 
v. Underhill that university personnel 
could not be required to sign an oath 
not administered to all state employ-
ees. The following month, California 
voters approved the oath to be added 
to the state’s constitution as Article 
XX, Section 3. Since that time, all 

state employees are required to sign 
the loyalty oath.

Today, almost 20 years since the 
last real threat of communism fell 
with the Berlin Wall, the loyalty 
oath is still in effect. However, as is 
the case with Gonaver and others, 
the oath results in the terminations 
of Quakers, Jehovah’s witnesses and 
other groups of people who object to 
the ideas of the oath.

When political science Professor 
Sandra Sutphen was hired at CSUF, 
the country was involved in the Viet-
nam War. She strongly opposed the 
war.

“I was protesting our involvement 
in Vietnam and I perceived that sign-
ing the oath could interfere with my 
right to speak out against the war,” 
Sutphen replied in an e-mail.

Sutphen was told by the depart-
ment chair that she would not get 
the job if she refused to sign the 
oath. She and the department chair 
reached a compromise when she was 
allowed to place a note in her perma-
nent file stating she signed the oath 
under protest.

The University of California now 
allows incoming employees who ob-
ject to signing the oath to submit an 
addendum as long as it does not nul-
lify the meaning of the oath, accord-
ing to a Times report. 

The Cal State system however, has 
taken a hard-line approach on the 

See PROFESSOR, Page 2

““I kind of see the world as an impres-
sionist painting. Everything is blurry and 
speckly, there is no detail and the colors are 
muted. – Kurt Weston,

           artist

Tuffy 
watches 
over CSUF 
President 
Milton 
Gordon 
during a 
group press 
conference 
on the Cap-
itol steps on 
May 8.
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FOR THE RECORD
It is the policy of the Daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. Any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. Any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. Errors on the Opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. Corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the Daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Ian Hamilton at 714-278-5815 or at 
ihamilton@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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Number of disabled veterans increases, costing billions  
NATIONAL

Boat full of aid to cyclone victims sinks 
INTERNATIONAL

  WASHINGTON (AP) – Increasing numbers of U.S. troops have left the 
military with damaged bodies and minds, an ever-larger pool of disabled 
veterans that will cost the nation billions for decades to come – even as the 
total population of America’s vets shrinks.
  Despite the decline in total vets – as soldiers from World War II and Korea 
die – the government expects to be spending $59 billion a year to compen-
sate injured warriors in 25 years, up from today’s $29 billion, according to 
internal documents obtained by The Associated Press. And the Veterans Af-
fairs Department concedes the bill could be much higher. Why? 
 Worse wounds. More disabilities. More vets aware of the benefits and quick-
er to file for them.
  Also, ironically, advanced medical care. Time is also a factor when it comes 
to disability compensation costs. Payments tend to go up as veterans age, 
and an increasing number of soldiers from the Vietnam War will be getting 
bigger payments as they get older and are less able to work around their dis-
abilities. The number of disabled veterans has jumped by 25 percent since 
2001 – to 2.9 million – and the cause really is no mystery. VA and Census 
Bureau figures show the previous six-year period saw an increase of 4 percent 
in the number of disabled vets. 

IN OTHER NEWS

Death of woman found floating in lake accidental 
 SOUTH LAKE TAHOE (AP) – The death of an 18-year-old woman 

found floating in Lake Tahoe appears to be accidental, officers said.
But police said they won’t know for sure until an autopsy of Deyana Lo-

ranca of South Lake Tahoe is completed.
Loranca, a 2007 graduate of South Tahoe High School, was found early 

Friday morning.
Attempts to revive her were unsuccessful.
Friends described her as a kind, generous person who had recently landed 

a job and planned to attend college soon.
An investigation continues into the death.

STATE

   YANGON, Myanmar (AP) – Myanmar’s monumental task of feeding and 
sheltering 1.5 million cyclone survivors suffered yet another blow Sunday 
when a boat laden with relief supplies – one of the first international ship-
ments – sank on its way to the disaster zone.
  The death toll jumped to more than 28,000 and British Foreign Secre-
tary David Miliband warned that “malign neglect” by the isolated nation’s 
military rulers was creating a “humanitarian catastrophe of genuinely epic 
proportions.”
  The junta has been sharply criticized for its handling of the May 3 disaster, 
from failing to provide adequate warnings about the pending storm to re-
sponding slowly to offers of help.
  In what was seen as a huge concession by the junta, the United States finally 
got the go-ahead to send a C-130 cargo plane packed with supplies to Yan-
gon on Monday, with two more air shipments scheduled to land Tuesday.
  Highlighting the many challenges ahead, however, a Red Cross boat carry-
ing rice, drinking water and other goods for more than 1,000 people sank 
Sunday near hard-hit Bogalay town. All four aid workers on board were 
safe.
  The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies could 
not say how much of the cargo has been lost, but it said the food supplies 
were contaminated by river water.

Help an infertile couple achieve their dream...
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BUDgeT: ‘we are part oF the SolUtioN’

PROFessOR: FIReD FOR nOT sIgnIng OaTh

with leaders from UC Irvine, CSUF 
and three Orange County commu-
nity college districts to meet with 
state representatives and address the 
impending education budget cuts.

Flanked by their school mascots, 
CSUF President Milton Gordon, 
UC Irvine Chancellor Michael 
Drake and Community College Dis-
trict Chancellors Edward Hernan-
dez, Ken Yglesias and Raghu Mathur, 
spoke from the Capitol steps before 
attending a hurried tour of meetings 
and photo ops. 

The four-hour event was orches-
trated mainly for legislatures and the 
press, with only a passing group of 
school children observing the confer-
ence with the media and administra-
tive aids.

The education leaders said they 
wanted to highlight the benefits of 
public education in the state of Cali-
fornia. Educating Californians is an 
important part of a long-term solu-
tion to the budget crisis, they said. 
For every dollar spent on higher edu-
cation, they said three dollars goes 
back into the economy.

“We hope that California contin-
ues to invest in higher education,” 
Gordon said. “And recognize that we 

are part of the solution.”
Sen. Dick Ackerman, R-Tustin, 

said their message – and their unity 
in delivery – was very effective. Ack-
erman, who graduated from UC 
Berkeley in 1964, when student fees 
were $219 a year, said he did not 
agree with the worry that opportuni-
ties his generation enjoyed are disap-
pearing for today’s college students. 

“Times have changed, population 
has grown,” said Ackerman, who met 
with the group after their press con-
ference. “I think asking for students 
to pay for some portion of their edu-
cation is totally reasonable.”

Student fees at Berkeley are cur-
rently $8,383 a year for California 
residents.

 Early in the afternoon, the entou-
rage met with Paul Navarro, deputy 
legislative secretary to Governor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. They gave 
Navarro over 2,000 letters from stu-
dents, faculty and staff, tied up in 
neat, yellow ribbons.

The mascots, who drew a varied 
attention, changed the atmosphere 
of the otherwise serious meetings.

“It’s really hard to have a conversa-
tion with a pirate and a porpoise be-
hind you,” Navarro said, while trying 
to stop laughing. “Higher education 

is an investment. I would like to put 
more money in my 401k, but when 
you have to put food on the table, you 
have to do what you have to do.”

The meeting with Navarro was 
important and went well, according 
to Laurie Weidner, public affairs and 
governmental relations executive di-
rector of the Rancho Santiago Com-
munity College District. 

But peering out from underneath 
an elaborate brown hawk suit, San-
tiago mascot Stella Kim, 19, had a 
different view.

“It seemed like he kind of put us 
down a little bit,” Kim said. “I know 
it’s hard on the state everywhere, but 
with the statistics the chancellor gave 
us, I don’t think it [the education 
budget] should be cut at all.”

Kim, a community college stu-
dent who was recently accepted into 
UCLA, expects to pay for her educa-
tion through a combination of fam-
ily help, loans and scholarships. Kim 
said she and fellow student govern-
ment leaders worry that less students 
will enroll in school after the budget 
is cut and fees increase.

While the group leaders passed 
through the Capitol building incog-
nito, the school mascots drew plenty 
of attention from tours of school 

children. The suits were so cumber-
some that many of them had to be 
guided up and down stairs, crowded 
into elevators and offices before mak-
ing a stop on the empty Senate floor.

Senator Lou Correa, D-Santa Ana, 
said now is a good time for students 
to learn about democracy and write 
their representatives and lobby.

“This time they will feel it directly,” 
Correa said. “One way or another.” 

After a photo op with the mas-
cots, Assemblyman Bob Huff, R-
Diamond Bar, said it’s not fair for 
students to suffer because legislators 
have done a bad job.

“We are the fourth highest taxed 
state in the nation,” Huff said. “To 
go back to the taxpayer and say they 
aren’t paying enough isn’t fair either.”

Huff said students who want to 
change the budget problems need 
to help find creative ways to cut the 
scope of government and use the re-
sources at hand more wisely.

Drake told Navarro that UCI has 
been doing all it can to cut back on 
expenditures, but that the university 
is getting to the point where they are 
beginning to cut teachers.

“Losing a little skin is OK,” 
Drake said. “But we are getting 
down to meat and bones now.” 

subject and has created buzz over the 
recent firings of several professors.

In February, a CSU East Bay math 
instructor was fired when she added 
the word ‘nonviolently’ to the oath she 
signed. Marianne Kearney-Brown, 
also a Quaker, was fired by CSU East 
Bay but was quickly rehired when 
media attention began to build.

As a result of the media attention, 
the office of Attorney General Jerry 
Brown drafted a statement declaring 
that the oath does not require employ-
ees to take up arms in defense of the 
country. Kearney-Brown was allowed 
to attach the statement to her oath 

when she was rehired, the Times said. 
Gonaver, who was unaware of the 

statement, instead attached her own 
based on her research of the UC 
policy.

Clara Potes-Fellow, a Cal State 
spokeswoman, told the Times that the 
university does not allow employees to 
submit personal statements with the 
oath. Potes-Fellow did not respond 
to the Daily Titan about this story.  
Gonaver was not allowed to submit 
any statements, regardless of the 
practice at the UC, Margaret Atwell, 
CSUF associate vice president for 
student affairs, told the Times.

An oath of office may be useful 

for someone whose responsibility 
is to enforce the law such as police, 
officers of the court or members of 
Executive Board, Stuphen said.

“I’m a teacher, I’m not going to be 
in a position to defend my country 
against its enemies in any physical 
way,” Sutphen said. “From an intel-
lectual standpoint, I choose to engage 
my enemy in [an] argument, right?”

According to the Times report, 
there is no official number to show 
just how many faculty have been re-
moved from the CSU campuses over 
the refusal to sign the oath.

“If the CSU had behaved like the 
UC and allowed the appending of 

an “under protest” addition, there 
would be no story,” Sutphen said. 
Linda Vasquez, a senior political sci-
ence major was disappointed to hear 
that CSUF fired a teacher for express-
ing her religious views.

Vasquez, who serves as the presi-
dent of CSUF Mesa Cooperativa, 
was surprised by the news since it is 
a stated goal of CSUF President Gor-
don to add new faculty every year. 
Vasquez said the East Bay case should 
have served as a guide for Fullerton.

“It should be on a case on case ba-
sis,” Vasquez said. “To fire her for this 
would be to fire her for her religious 
beliefs.” 

From Page 1

From Page 1

Cop Blotter is available this week online at 
www.dailytitan.com

teaches the course Treatment Is-
sues in Drug Addiction at CSUF. 
“There is less parental influence in 
college and more peer influence. 
It’s easy to give in.” 

The survey also reveals 14.6 
percent of students have used pre-
scription drugs illegally. 

The use of prescription drugs 
becomes illegal when an individ-
ual takes more than the recom-
mended dosage or takes it without 
a prescription. 

“Research tends to indicate an 
increase in the abuse of prescrip-
tion drugs amongst college stu-
dents,” said psychology Lecturer 
Lori Phelps, who teaches substance 
abuse classes. “The current cul-
tural paradigm supports the use of 
medication for every type of dis-
order, mental or physical, so not 
only are the drugs more available 
as a result, there is also an implicit 
message, which is that drugs work 
to fix problems.” 

Prescription drugs have been 
viewed as safe and effective be-
cause there is a tendency to medi-

cate, Phelps said. Commercials for 
prescription drugs send a message 
that by using those drugs you’ll 
feel better, look better and love 
better. 

“Of course they’re going to seek 
them out. It almost wouldn’t make 
sense not to,” Phelps said. 

Hogan said parents have made 
prescrip-
tion drugs 
easier to 
come by 
and use. 
They can 
e a s i l y 
find them 
at home, 
or get a 
prescrip-
tion.

“ P i l l s 
are also 
the easi-
est to hide,” said Hogan. “They 
are easily ingested and don’t al-
ways have visible effects.”  

“Most students in college are 
just experimenting,” added Ho-
gan. “They aren’t always abus-

ing...As long as people are attend-
ing class, they probably don’t have 
a problem.” 

Using becomes abusing when 
the habit starts to affect respon-
sibilities, Hogan said. It can affect 
relationships, work and school 
negatively and often has legal 
problems associated with it. 

S g t . 
John Be-
dell of 
the CSUF  
University 
Police said 
there is 
usually at 
least one 
arrest on 
a weekly 
basis on 
c a m p u s 
that is re-
lated to il-

legal substances. 
He said methamphetamine is 

the second most common drug 
they see behind marijuana. Only 
2.3 percent of Daily Titan respon-
dents said they had used metham-

phetamine since enrolling.
Most arrests come from vehicle 

stops and complaints of odors in 
the dorms, Bedell said. 

In 2006, the last year statistics 
were made available, there were 
26 drug related arrests made on 
campus and in on-campus student 
housing, according to University 
Police. 

Of the 260 respondents, 38 
(14.6 percent) said they had at-
tended class under the influence. 

Even after the recent events at 
SDSU, Bedell said they have no 
intention of taking any actions on 
campus.

The year-long investigation at 
SDSU arrested a total of 96 people 
,of which 75 were students.

“The particular students in-
volved in the alleged possession of 
large quantities of drugs intended 
for sale are not at all representa-
tive of college students in general,” 
said Phelps. “Situations like those 
at SDSU make interesting news so 
they get reported and unfortunate-
ly contribute to the perpetuation 
of misconceptions.”

From Page 1

“

“Most students in college 
are just experimenting. They 
aren’t always abusing ... As 
long as people are attending 
class, they probably don’t have 
a problem.

– Sean Hogan,
           Instructor
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Cal State Fullerton history major Jacqueline Alvarino, who received a $1,000 prize for her research project on the coverage of the Rodney King beatings, laughs in the presence of 
Stephanie Rosenblatt, a reference and instruction librarian. 

Photo By SEAN BELK/Daily titan Staff Writer

Research pays off for curious students 

By SEAN BELK
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com
 
When images of white policemen 

beating a black man erupted on 
television screens across the country 
in 1991, Cal State Fullerton student 
Jacqueline Alvarino was only 5.

Now 22, the history major has 
gained some attention of her own 
after finishing an extensive research 
paper that her professors said takes 
a critical look at the widely publi-
cized media coverage of the Rodney 
King incident.

Alvarino, who expects to graduate 
next year, won the first place $1,000 
award for CSUF’s third annual Pol-
lak Library Prize for Undergraduate 
Research Papers and Projects, given 
to students for using the library’s 
multifaceted resources.

Jacqueline Alvarino wins 
a $1,000 first place prize, 
awarded by the library 

During an awards ceremony on 
May 7, Alvarino was one of eight 
students to receive recognition from 
library staff and faculty.

Kinesiology major Anastasia 
Buerger was given a $500 prize for 
her paper “Creative science: Using 
elaborate analogies to teach high 
school and college students scien-
tific concepts.” 

Meredith Raith, a biology major, 
received $300 for “Feeding prefer-
ences of the marine gastropod Ap-
lysia vaccaria,” known as the “sea 
hare.”

“Often have students only get 
recognition from their professor. 
They do a lot of hands-on work that 
people otherwise wouldn’t be able 
to recognize,” said William Breit-
bach, a reference and instruction li-
brarian and one of seven judges who 
selected the recipients. “I was really 
impressed.”

All three works by the top recipi-
ents will be displayed in the library 
in the next coming weeks, but for 
Alvarino, this won’t be her first 
time.

She won third place last year for 
a history essay about Pentecostal-
ism and its impact on Latino im-
migrants.

“I was nervous then, but I’m hap-
py now,” Alvarino said, sitting next 
to family members before receiving 
her award.

Alvarino said students often over-
look the vast resources offered at 
the library until their final project. 
She said she spends just about ever 
other day there, whether it’s looking 
up encyclopedias, using the Inter-
net for online databases or finding 
books.

For this year’s research project, 
Alvarino said she spent countless 
hours in the library studying what 
she said was the “media’s manipula-
tion of the Rodney King affair.” 

She concluded that the media ed-
ited the video to fuel a tension that 
eventually escalated into a huge riot 
after a controversial court decision 
to acquit three of the officers in-
volved.

She said if the bystander who vid-
eotaped the incident, George Hol-

liday, didn’t ever wake up with his 
camera and then sell the video to 
KTLA for a small fortune, the world 
would have never known about the 
incident.

“The video made such an impact, 
it really demonstrates the failure of 
race relations in American society,” 
Alvarino said.

Lynn Sargeant, Alvarino’s histori-
cal professor, said she was thrilled 
after learning that her student ap-
plied for the award again this year.

“It’s an extraordinary piece of 
work,” Sargeant said. “Talent’s im-
portant but effort is more impor-
tant. We’re all extremely proud of 
her.”

Students who received $50 hon-
orable mention prizes include Mat-
thew Lovacheff for “Spirituality and 
quality of life in substance abuse 
recovery,” Deann Helton, Michelle 
Blokzyl and Joey Ayala for a paper 
titled “University students’ percep-
tions of risk and alcohol consump-
tion” and Andrea Keak for “The 
stress of Lupus in young female 
adults.”

Making grad check
waits less of a hassle 

By hALEy BARNEtt
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

The semester before gradu-
ation, most students are 
focused on internships, 

interviews and classes. 
What some students forget to put 

on the top of their “to do” list is 
completing a graduation check. 

Communications department ad-
visement coordinator Tammy Rog-
ers said she fields questions daily 
about the grad check process. 

“Students state they didn’t know 
they needed to apply for a grad 
check or what timeline exists for it,” 
Rogers said.

Students approaching senior 
status may have heard about grad 
checks, but might be unsure of what 
the procedure really entails. 

Nancy Dority, CSUF assistant 
vice president of admissions and 
records, said 
“students sub-
mit grad checks 
when they have 
app rox ima t e l y 
90 units.” 

Once students 
turn in their grad 
checks, many are 
surprised at the 
$115 fee.

“It is a piece 
of paper that is 
basically requesting permission to 
graduate and the paper is processed 
through admissions and records,” 
Dority said. 

CSUF senior psychology major, 
Shea Maness, was not expecting to 
pay such a large amount when sub-
mitting her grad check. 

“I just think the fact that we have 
to pay $115 is ridiculous,” Maness 
said. “A lot of students have no idea 
where that money is going. If it is 
a mandatory cost, it should just be 
included in our tuition.” 

Rogers said the grad check fee has 
risen from $40 to $90 and finally to 
the current amount of $115 within 
the last several years. What many 
students are unaware of, however, is 
the fee is a necessary assessment in 
the graduation process, Dority said.

“There are costs in terms of di-
plomas and fees,” Dority said. “And 
a lot of them are allocated to the 
commencement itself.” 

In a few semesters, an 
automated system may 
make the process faster 

One of the most frequently asked 
questions Rogers receives is, “How 
long does it take?” 

“It can vary so much that it’s a 
really convoluted thing to answer 
only because it depends how close 
to the deadline they apply,” Rogers 
said.  

Though some applicants may find 
the current grad check process long 
and somewhat confusing, there is 
good news for future graduates.

“What the future holds is we are 
going to try to automate the whole 
process so it will take a lot less time,” 
Dority said. “As you can imagine, 
it’s [the grad check] paper bound, so 
several people have to handle it.” 

Rogers said within the next few 
semesters the automated grad check 
will utilize students’ current Titan 
Degree Audit as a means to more 
thoroughly verify degree require-
ments. 

“The Titan Degree Audit is go-
ing to be accessible anytime the 
student wants it, where currently a 
paper grad check is kind of a snap-
shot at that point in time,” Rog-
ers said. “The student would then 

need to know and 
understand what 
deficiencies are on 
the form and kind 
of keep track of 
them as they go, 
whereas the Titan 
Degree Audit will 
update itself in 
real time.” 

Another benefit 
to the upcoming 
automated process 

is the system will begin to evaluate 
students for a grad check before they 
even apply for one, Dority said. 

“If we could start accelerating the 
process automatically, saying, ‘Well, 
you’re near graduation, this is what 
you need to do to finish,’ I think 
there would be a lot less people 
saying ‘Oh my God, I forgot to ap-
ply the semester before. I want to 
graduate,’ so it should help a lot I 
think,” Dority said.

Ephraim P. Smith, vice president 
of academic affairs, hopes the new 
grad check process will eliminate 
some of the troubles students face 
when approaching graduation.

“The last thing we want is a stu-
dent applying for a grad check and 
finding out they’re missing two 
courses that they had no idea they 
had to take,” Smith said. “With 
the newer grad check, it would’ve 
popped up semesters earlier and 
that’s the goal.” 

“

“Students state 
they didn’t know 
they needed to apply 
for a grad check.

– Tammy Rogers,
       Advisement 

Coordinator
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Start-up opportunities are explored 

By SARAh MENDoZA
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

As finals arrive this week 
students are preparing for 
exams and final projects. 

For Cal State Fullerton seniors 
Peter Rua and Raul Ruvalcaba, how-
ever, their class project has turned 
into more than just an assignment. 

It is a lifetime investment.
The two, along with three other 

classmates, have launched a cloth-
ing company called Jackson Indus-
tries as part of an entrepreneurship 
class, Management 465B-New Ven-
ture Launch.

The purpose of the class is to 
implement a business plan that is 
originally created in 465A.

Management 465B allows stu-
dents to invest in a business plan 
idea, which will result in a return 
on investments, said Rua, owner of 
the clothing company.

The course teaches students skills 
needed to propose products, imple-
ment market strategy and manage a 
product launch, said Professor Raj 
Mahto, who teaches the course.

Mahto, who has a Ph.D. in busi-

A class on campus allows 
students to implement 
their own business plan

ness management, said this course 
also assists with financial account-
ing in regards to the business plan. 

“The course gives you a better un-
derstanding of how people will react 
to you and the product,” Ruvalcaba 
said.

There are seven student teams 
that have launched functional com-
panies in this course, including 
Jackson Industries, Mahto said.

Another group has launched a 
company which manufactures cof-
fee machines that are currently be-
ing marketed to Starbucks.

“Spot-on” makes a unique prod-
uct that allows coffee orders to be 
made online and sent directly to the 
coffee machines, eliminating wait 
time for customers, Mahto said.

This is the first semester in which 
Mahto taught the course.

The group is currently in contact 
with the Vice President of Starbucks 
in an effort to create a partnership, 
he said.

Another company based on Or-
ange County nightlife has con-
structed a Web site that provides 
stats on the hottest club spots. 

The site shows which clubs are 
busy at which times, providing club-
goers with info needed to ensure 
they are attending the hot spots. 

Funding for the Web site comes 
from advertisements posted on the 
site.

Rua’s clothing company, Jackson 

Industries, caters to extreme sport 
enthusiasts.

“I wanted a high end artistic ap-
parel line….I was tired of following 
the same trends that are in the mo-
nopoly,” he said. “I wanted to pro-
duce a better product overall.”

Rua began his research on cloth-
ing companies in 2006. 

The clothing line not only ap-
peals to one sport but to numerous 
extreme sports like snowboarding, 
skateboarding and surfing, he said.

“It’s casual clothing for the guy 
who likes to wear t-shirts and shorts 
all the time,” Ruvalcaba says.

The company logo, J, is the basis 
of the design, incorporating looks 
from each sport. 

The J can be seen in many differ-
ent ways, Rua said.

In one view, the J can be seen as 
the curl of a wave and in another 
glance as a half pipe to a skate-
boarder, Rua, who has been taking 
art classes his whole life, said.

In another three-dimensional 
view, from over the top of the J de-
sign, the logo can be seen as a moun-
tain. At the same time, the ridge of 
the J looks like a box representing 
snowboarding, he said.

The group of five launched Jack-
son Industries outside Titanshops 
May 1, setting up a booth and sell-
ing merchandise.

“The launch went great,” said 
Rua, who had the vision for the 

company and design. “We got posi-
tive feedback from both old and 
young students who said they liked 
the design and modern look.”

The group did well in regard to 
sales, selling four-dozen shirts, he 
said.

The company also has a Web site 
that includes pictures of advocates 
who have helped make the clothing 
line what it is. 

Taking input from others into 
consideration has been very im-
portant to this launch process, Rua 
said.

This road was not an easy one to 
tread, as Rua had a few minor set-
backs last semester and had to put 
his “dreams on hold.”

With the help of his classmates, 
the company had the potential to 
become a success this semester.

The performance among the sev-
en groups has varied this semester 
and was dependent primarily on the 
team leaders and their passion for 
the product. Mahto said.

“Some leaders are not passionate 
about this and the ones who are, 
take a negative response and turn 
it into something positive,” Mahto 
said. “A team leader needs to be mo-
tivated and passionate in order for 
the company to be a success.”

Rua plans to continue on with 
Jackson Industries and start work-
ing with sport equipment in addi-
tion to the clothing.   

Club is created for 
business graduates 

By ERIKA CARMoNA
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

The Mihaylo College of Business 
and Economics have partnered with 
the Alumni Association of Cal State 
Fullerton to create the new Business 
Titans Alumni Chapter, a network-
ing tool for business graduates. 

As the spring semester comes to 
an end, Anil Puri, dean of the Mi-
haylo College of Business and Eco-
nomics, has made an offer to busi-
ness students.

Any graduating business student 
who donates $10 to commemorate 
the Mihaylo College Class of 2008 
will receive a two-year member-
ship to the Business Titans Alumni 
Chapter of the CSUF Alumni As-
sociation. 

“I want them to continue to be 
a part of the university, part of the 
college … stay connected as they go 
out to the real world,” Puri said.

Currently, the Alumni Associa-
tion of CSUF offers alumni a myr-
iad of chapters, from accounting 
to the Vietnamese-American MBA 
Alumni Chapter.

“The alumni chapter program 
at CSUF currently has 15 official-
ly chartered chapters,” said Ann 
Steichen, the assistant director of 
alumni relations at CSUF. “Each 
alumni group has a different mis-
sion statement and goals but they 
are networking and/or social-based 
groups.”

Among the multitude of chap-
ters, however, a general chapter for 
business students was never avail-

A donation of $10 gives 
alumni an opportunity to 
get in touch with CSUF

able until now. 
Despite its new installation, it has 

become the largest chapter at CSUF 
already, said Kathleen M. Drake, a 
CSUF marketing specialist.

With Puri’s new offer, business 
students will have access to a vari-
ety of resources. Members will have 
the opportunity to network, receive 
special discounts, get access to in-
vite-only events and opportunities 
to reserve conference rooms in the 
Mihaylo College of Business and 
Economics building. 

Other benefits include a Tuffy-
Tote, which includes CSUF goodies 
and coupons. The package also in-
cludes discounts on extended edu-
cation courses. 

“Through extended education, 
you can take classes … so that you 
are more prepared in the market 
place and [will] be much more mar-
ketable,” Drake said.

She said this chapter will allow 
alumni to give back to the college 
while accessing resources to help 
their careers. 

Puri said alumni involvement will 
not only benefit CSUF students, 
but can help enhance the univer-
sity’s reputation. 

“Once you graduate from here, 
you are part of the family,” Puri 
said. 

The $10 donation will also con-
tribute toward the class of 2008 gift 
to the new Mihaylo College of Busi-
ness. The gift is to be determined by 
the total amount of contributions. 
However, alumni scholarships and 
brass name plates are among a few 
ideas, Drake said.  

Business students who are inter-
ested in the dean’s special offer can 
enroll by applying online at www.
fulllerton.edu/alumni/gradfest on 
or before May 18.

Variables play a role in salary difference

By JACQUELyN RUMFoLA 
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

The American Association of 
University Professors released data 
indicating that male professors were 
making a higher yearly salary on 
average than their female counter-
parts. 

The statistics were compiled from 
information gathered from colleges 
around the United States.

Citing the April 14 study pub-
lished by the AAUP, the Orange 
County Register reported, on-av-
erage, male professors made almost 
make more than female professors 
at the level of full professor in Or-
ange County colleges.

The discrepancy between salaries 
increases at the associate profes-
sor level for Chapman University, 
where associate professors who are 
male make about $6,000 more than 
females at the same level.  

Male professors at Cal State Ful-
lerton make an average of $400 

Male professors make 
more than their female 
counterparts 

more a year than female professors 
at the associate professor level. 

At the assistant professor level 
male professors at Cal State Ful-
lerton make approximately $1,200 
more than female professors on av-
erage.

“In the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, there are no 
systematic differences between the 
salaries of men and women,” said 
Tom Klammer, dean of the College 
of Humanities and Social Sciences 
at CSUF, in an e-mail.  “Variability 
has to do entirely with experience 
and qualifications.  This year, for 
example, our highest paid, newly 
hired faculty, who will start next 
fall, are women.”

Professor John Curtis, the AAUP’s 
director of research and public pol-
icy, said the numbers are calculated 
on averages.  

He said the discrepancy might 
be due partly to the fact that not 
as many women pursue disciplines 
that are paid higher. 

“We find more women going into 
disciplines like humanities and so-
cial sciences,” Curtis said. “Which 
are on average paid less than the 
disciplines like business or account-
ing.” 

Also, more males tend to move up 

to full professor, which pays higher 
salaries, Curtis said.

“From my experience, fewer 
women do tend to go all the way 
to full professor, but this does not 
explain the discrepancies at the as-
sistant and associate levels,” said 
Genelle Belmas, an assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Commu-
nications at CSUF, in an e-mail.

One popular argument is that fe-
male professors tend to go into dis-
ciplines that are paid less than the 
disciplines males tend to follow.

“There are disciplines that are 
more male dominated and better 
paid,” said Daniele Struppa, chan-
cellor at Chapman through e-mail.  
“Some of the disciplines paid higher 
are accounting, business, science 
and engineering.  I also speculate, 
without having looked into the situ-
ation in detail, that more males are 
joining at a much higher level in 
these disciplines.”

Still the difference in salary could 
be because women are less likely to 
be assertive when it comes to nego-
tiating with their employer on a sal-
ary agreement.

“My female grad student friends 
and I at the University of Minne-
sota used to lament that we were 
not very good at negotiating,” Bel-

mas said.  “We knew we were strong 
candidates who would make great 
additions to the faculty, wherever 
we went, but we were not good at 
letting others know how much we 
were worth. Once a job offer was on 
the table, we weren’t really sure how 
far to push it, and negotiating is not 
something you’re really taught in 
graduate school.”

Curtis said this situation is not a 
new phenomenon. 

He said ever since the AAUP 
started collecting information more 
than 30 years ago, the gap between 
male and female professors has less-
ened, but not much, and at a very 
slow rate.

“I have heard that many female 
professors tend to quit before reach-
ing the level of full professor be-
cause they feel there is not enough 
opportunity for them,” Curtis said. 

Struppa said Chapman is com-
pletely gender-neutral when they 
make an offer for a position.  

He said the only way to under-
stand the numbers is to look at spe-
cifics including those of equal age 
and equal disciplines, and not look 
so much at the big numbers. 

“The only way to make a sensible 
analysis is to eliminate the addition-
al factors,” Struppa said. 
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BY Ericka SantoS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Nestled on the west side of the Cal 
state Fullerton campus is an artistic 
landscape filled with a profusion of 
abstract and figurative art pieces. 
artwork created of aluminum, 
bronze, steel, cedar and a variety of 
other elements adorn the courtyard 
of the Visual arts Center. Creative 
structures and sculptures are not 
confined to the area immediately 
surrounding the art department, but 
are also found throughout the uni-
versity’s campus.

With one of the largest outdoor 
sculpture collections owned by a 
university in southern California, 
CsuF offers students the opportu-
nity to interact with artwork outside 
of a gallery setting. Meant to play 
off the environment that surrounds 
them, these sculptures are used to vi-
sually enhance the campus, but also 
serve as interesting transitional piec-
es for students to see as they move 
from building to building through-
out the day.    

“We have not had tremendous 
funds to decide what we want in a 
particular piece, but we have been 
very fortunate to come across many 
generous donations,” Dean of the 
College of the arts Jerry samuelson 
said.

samuelson has been part of 
CsuF’s faculty since 1962. He be-
gan his career with the university as 
a teacher of design courses. as the 
dean of the College of the arts, sam-
uelson is very involved in choosing 
the right backdrop for the outdoor 
sculptures that are both donated to 
and created for the campus. He has 
also had hands-on experiences with 
the artwork through the years.  

“as a young instructor, I helped 
mount [“Game action”] at the en-
trance of the gym. I remember hav-

sculptures and other art 
are not solely restricted  
to the College of the arts

campus artwork more than aesthetics
ing to be up on ladders to place it on 
the facade,” samuelson said.

“Game action,” by Claire Falken-
stein, is an abstract sculpture made of 
copper tubing and colored glass. De-
signed specifically for the wall above 
the main entrance of CsuF’s gym-
nasium, the sculpture was installed 
in the summer of 1965. Funded as 
part of the gym’s construction costs, 
the chaotic shapes of the piece’s 
seven distinct sections are meant to 
symbolize the “powerful release of 
pent up energy and emotion expres-
sive of athletes in action,” according 
to a pamphlet about the sculptures 
on campus.

For a more serene structure made 
of cedar, corrugated steel, rock and 
the soothing sound of water trickling 
into a small pool, students can visit 
the “Wall Gazing Gallery” by rich-
ard turner. Quietly rolling down the 
silver-colored tin roof of this envi-
ronmental sculpture are beads of wa-
ter sparkling in the sun, which help 
create a relaxing environment in the 
courtyard of the center.

“I like seeing students sitting there 
or maybe a young couple having a 
nice moment, lounging in the sun, 
listening to the water,” samuelson 
said. “It’s a very interactive piece.”

The Zen Buddhism-inspired 
structure was originally part of a 
temporary installation for an exhibit 
named “The House that art Built.” 
In 1988 the “Wall Gazing Gallery” 
was permanently installed at CsuF 
using National endowment for the 
arts funds granted by its art in Pub-
lic Places Program. The title of the 
piece stems from a Buddhist story 
about Bodhidharma, a saint who 
meditated for seven years by staring 
unblinkingly at the wall of a cave.

aside from each sculpture hav-
ing its own distinct history and in-
spiration behind its creation, there 
are pieces that have been mixed in 
with a few quirky student interpreta-
tions. The replica of Michelangelo’s 
“David” that lies shattered across the 
grassy hill north of the education 
Classroom Building is meant to be 
a fallen monument for the number 

of other broken artworks that have 
been destroyed throughout his-
tory. The arrangement of the 10-ton 
statue is displayed exactly as it fell 
during the October 1987 Whittier 
Narrows earthquake in Cypress, Ca-
lif. Yet students have given a more 
positive twist to the somber reality 
that this white Carrara marble statue 
represents.

“The ‘tail’ of David goes, during 
finals week you can rub his right butt 
cheek counterclockwise for good 
luck,” titan ambassador Katelynn 
Monday said, smiling while sharing 
her knowledge of the comical super-
stition.

It’s just a campus myth, she 
laughed, but if students are seen 
fondling David’s rear end, there’s no 
need to be alarmed.

Other fascinating pieces with 
equally interesting histories include 
the fiberglass “Double scoop Ice 
Cream Cone” by an unknown artist. 
The oversized dessert is a replica of a 
sculpture that was stolen from cam-
pus in the ‘70s, Professor and Chair 
of the art Department Larry John-
son said. a bronze statue entitled 
“Imploration” by stanislav szulkal-
ski, was installed on campus in the 
fall of 2006. The elaborately detailed 
male figure is pointing upward into 

the sky with an intense expression. 
It was created in 1914. “Nautilus,” 
by rico eastman is another recent 
addition to the campus collection. 
The shape of the piece in relation to 
the shape of the roof on CsuF’s new 
Performing arts Theatre enables it to 
serve as one of the visually connec-
tive pieces the dean is excited to see 
on campus.

to provide more information on 
the over 30 different outdoor sculp-
tures, the art department is currently 
working on developing an updated 
brochure of the artwork. It will in-
clude pictures, locations and a brief 
history accompanying each piece.

While the reasoning behind the 
placement of CsuF’s outdoor sculp-
tures are governed by a variable of 
factors, Johnson said the overall goal 
of the department is to place pieces 
where they can be seen, where they 
do not feel intrusive and where they 
are not overwhelmed by their sur-
roundings.

“as artists, we all have different 
viewpoints as to where these sculp-
tures will look best, but we’re also 
trained to have a keen eye for aes-
thetics,” Johnson said. “We want to 
make [the sculptures] accessible to 
the public and visibly inspire people 
to take a closer look.”

PHotoS BY natHan wHEadon/daily titan Features Editor

Above: ‘Fallen David’ located north of the Education Classroom Building. Left: ‘Double Scoop Ice Cream Cone’ located in the Visual 
Arts Center. Bottom Left: ‘Wall Gazing Gallery’ located in the Visual Arts Center. Bottom Right: ‘Sea Bee’ located north of the library.
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BY karl zYnda
Daily Titan Copy Editor

news@dailytitan.com

The photographer cannot see the 
noontime sun lighting the tops of the 
row of green trees in the courtyard 
of the Visual arts Department at Cal 
state Fullerton. He cannot see the 
rivulets of water glisten in the sun-
light, splashing into the pond from 
the odd, tin roof-shaded fountain-
bench that stands half in the pond, 
half-out. From the wooden picnic 
table in the shadows of the trees, the 
scene is picturesque, perhaps even 
photogenic, but the photographer 
sees only a blur.

“I kind of see the world as an im-
pressionist painting,” Kurt Weston, 
the photographer, said. “everything 
is blurry and speckly, there is no de-
tail and the colors are muted.”

He compares his vision to that 
of a person with good vision look-
ing through a window smeared with 
Vaseline.

as a child, he tore favorite photos 
from Life magazine and pinned them 
to his bulletin board. He knew pho-
tography was his life’s calling from 
the time he took a photography class 
in high school. He wanted to study 
art in college, but his parents insisted 
he choose a more business-oriented 
major.

“What could I do to combine 
business sensibility with art sensi-
bility?” Weston asked himself. “so I 
picked fashion merchandising.”

Weston obtained a degree from 
Northern Illinois university in fash-
ion merchandising. He went to work 
for suit and shirt manufacturers for 
several years, but his desire to be a 
photographer led him to Columbia 
College where he obtained a Bach-
elor of Fine arts degree in Photogra-
phy and art.

“I couldn’t deny what was within 
me, and I couldn’t go through life 
working a job that didn’t inspire me, 
that I wasn’t interested in. I knew I 
had to follow my passion, which was 

Focusing his life to be picture-perfect
aIDs, cancer and visual 
impairment aren’t enough 
to stop this photographer 

to be a photographer,” Weston said.
He began his photography ca-

reer taking pictures of products for 
an advertising firm before moving 
on to Pivot Point International, a 
fashion and beauty design company 
that publishes Design Forum, a cata-
logue of hair styles that functioned 
as a style selector in beauty salons. 
There, he worked with the art direc-
tors from companies such as Vidal 
sassoon, Helene Curtis and Nexxus 
to produce fashion photographs.

In 1991 Weston was diagnosed 
with aIDs, and a harrowing physi-
cal ordeal began with three bouts of 
pneumocystic pneumonia. His t-cell 
count, a measure of immunity, was 
at 15, down from a normal count of 
1,000. He developed Kaposi’s sarco-
ma, a form of skin cancer common 
to aIDs sufferers that left lesions all 
over his body. It marked him as an 
aIDs patient.

“I definitely felt the stigma of be-
ing a person with aIDs,” Weston 
said. “at the time there was a lot of 
fear, and I definitely felt the stigma 
of that.”

But the worst injury to Weston 
was still coming. He developed 
CMV retinitis, a disease that at-
tacked his retinas and optic nerve, 
almost completely destroying his vi-
sion. It left him with no vision in his 
left eye and only blurred peripheral 
vision with no central vision in his 
right eye.

“I thought my days of doing my 
life’s passion were over, and I didn’t 
know what I was going to do,” 
Weston said.

With a prognosis of six months 
left to live, Weston moved to Orange 
County to live with his brother. His 
father also lived nearby. It was then 
that he learned that his doctor had 
entered him in a lottery to receive 
one of the new protease-inhibitor 
drugs. Limited amounts of drug 
production meant that only those 
whose names were drawn would be 
receiving the drug.

two months had gone by since 
the six-month prognosis had been 
given to Weston.

“all of us who were dying of 
aIDs, we all knew what that meant,” 
Weston said. “[It was] ‘Oh my God, 

I have another crack at life.’ I didn’t 
get it in time to stop what it was do-
ing to my eyes, but I got it in time to 
save my life.”

Without photography, Weston be-
came depressed and discouraged. His 
friends at Pacific asian Crossroads, a 
social and support group for asian 
gays and bisexuals in Garden Grove, 
asked him to photograph their 1999 
calendar in hopes of cheering him 
up by giving him something to do.

“I can’t take photographs any-
more, I’m legally blind,” Weston 
told his friends. “so they said, ‘Well, 
can’t you just try?’ and I said, ‘OK, 
send me two models.’”

The studio photographs of the 
models turned out well, as Weston 
discovered he could successfully ar-
range his subjects and find the right 
focus.

“I usually delineate the focus by 
looking at the shoulder line or the 

hair line,” Weston said. “Then I 
move the lens around until I think 
it’s in focus, and 98 percent of the 
time I’m right on.”

Weston’s remaining peripheral vi-
sion is good enough to allow him to 
see where his subject is in the cam-
era’s viewfinder. He uses a variety of 
monoculars, which are telescope-like 
vision aids with different focuses, to 
check on lighting details. Years of 
training and experience in studio 
photography enable him to visualize 
how a finished photo will appear.

“It’s kind of like a jigsaw puzzle 
where I’m fitting all the pieces to-
gether,” he said of his photography.

Having regained his passion, 
Weston began to photograph artisti-
cally. In the following years, Weston’s 
photos would be included in exhib-
its or he would have his own photog-
raphy exhibits in a variety of venues. 
His photographs and video installa-
tions were displayed at the Kennedy 
Center, the National aIDs Museum 
at seton Hall university and the 
“shared Vision” exhibit at southern 
California College of Optometry, 
located across the street from CsuF 
on Yorba Linda Boulevard.

“shared Visions” is an annual 
exhibit of art by visually impaired 
artists on the walls of the eye Care 
Center at sCCO. Weston and Low 
Vision rehabilitation Center Chief 
Dr. rebecca Kammer came up with 
the idea for the exhibit.

Three years ago, Weston was at 
the eye Care Center, which was then 
newly reopened after construction of 
a new building. He noticed the walls 
were bare.

“I asked, ‘Why don’t you have any 
art?’” Weston said. Kammer’s reply 
was that there was no money left for 
art after construction.

together, they brainstormed, 
then presented the idea for the ex-
hibit to the school’s administration. 
today, “shared Visions” is entering 
its fourth year. The colorful paint-
ings, sharply-focused photographs 
and meticulously constructed mosa-
ics give no indication that the artists 
are blind or legally blind.

“Kurt was really strong the first 
year, we were really buddies,” Kam-
mer said of Weston’s help with the 
big and small details of putting on 
an art show.

Kammer said that the show is en-

joyed at sCCO and is good public-
ity for the school.

“everybody here loves it, the stu-
dents are sad when the exhibit goes 
down,” Kammer said, even though a 
new exhibit replaces it shortly there-
after.

Having resumed his photography 
career, Weston found another goal 
– to obtain a Master’s of Fine arts 
degree. after visiting several art de-
partments of schools in the area, he 
chose CsuF.

“I just felt a really good connec-
tion with the professors here and 
also, I liked the classroom facilities,” 
Weston said, naming art professors 
eileen Cowin and Linda Kroff.

Cowin, likewise, was impressed 
with Weston.

“I just felt that he was talented, 
energetic and a very positive and 
upbeat person,” Cowin said. “We hit 
it off, he was very upbeat and inter-
ested in the arts.”

Neither professor said they were 
worried about having to accommo-
date Weston’s near-blindness.

Kroff said she saw Weston as an-
other grad student with strengths 

See WESTON, Page 7

‘Break Time’ by Kurt Weston is part of his ‘Hearts of a Silent Age’ collection which is focused on the concept of longevity and the process of aging.  Weston calls the prints in the 
collection “a transmogrification – false on the level of perception, true on the level of time.”

PHoto BY natHan wHEadon/daily titan Features Editor
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and weaknesses, making him no dif-
ferent than any other, with the ex-
ception of his previous experience.

“remember, he was a great pho-
tographer in his career when he 
was sighted,” Kroff said. “so he 
comes into my class with a wealth of 
strengths, not limitations.”

Kroff used Weston as a teacher’s 
assistant in her Creative Photogra-
phy class.

“and he gave lectures and demos 
and he did it all,” Kroff said. “and he 
did an outstanding job of it.”

Due to laws ensuring the privacy 
of the disabled, Disabled student 
services could not comment on 
Weston’s accommodations. How-
ever, Weston shared his experiences 
with Dss. two 30-inch computer 
screens were obtained by Dss for the 
video and digital labs for Weston’s 
use. Books purchased for classes by 
Weston were scanned by Dss and 
put on CDs. a computer program 
enables Weston’s computer to read 
the books aloud to him. using a 
low-vision device, Weston can read 
printed pages if he holds the page 
directly against his eye.

“It’s kind of suffocating because I 
can read only one word at a time,” 
Weston said. “But at least I can 
read.”

a requirement of visual arts MFa 
candidates is that they have a ma-

jor gallery exhibition of their work. 
Weston’s “Hearts of a silent age” was 
a series of portraits of elderly people 
that went on exhibit in april.

“as a person living with aIDs, 
I face the prospect of a greatly re-
duced lifespan. Because of this, I be-
came fascinated with the concept of 
longevity and the process of aging,” 
Weston wrote in the introduction of 
the show’s catalogue.

“Hearts” is about aging and mor-
tality, but it is also about how people 
adapt to the challenges and difficult 
circumstances that come in old age.

“There’s all these people living 
in these self-contained homes and 
there’s little interaction,” Weston 
said of his elderly subjects, some of 
whom have been sent to retirement 
homes by their families. “a lot of 
them are extremely lonely. I came to 
see that a lot of them are marginal-
ized and cut off from society.”

“Buchenwald No” is a portrait of 
a somber man holding the identifi-
cation number he was given at Bu-
chenwald, a World War II concen-
tration camp in Germany. a “No” 
sign is inserted at an angle into the 
upper right corner. Weston said the 
man told him of murders and starva-
tion at the camp.

“We will not allow man’s inhu-
manity to man to ever continue on 
our planet in this way again. Bu-
chenwald – No,” Weston said, ex-

plaining the meaning of the sign.
Weston asked the portrait subjects 

to bring an object they were attached 
to emotionally that said something 
about themselves and their lives.

“time is Waiting in the Wings” is 
about aging. Weston used lighting in 
the portrait to emphasize the weath-
ered features of the man’s face. a 
light over a sign with the letter “t” 
is a symbol for time.

“The light was made to look like 
it was illuminating his face,” Weston 
said. “I did that to add emphasis 
about decay breakdown and ero-
sion.”

set against the black backgrounds 
of the photos are erosion and water 
marks Weston photographed on 
subway walls in Chicago. 

The images symbolize decay and 
the body breaking down. Weston 
digitally scanned the images to bring 
them together.

“Your Prayer Will Break the sky 
in two,” is of a man holding a rosary, 
apparently in prayer. The man had 
prayed very intensely for his son, 
who had very serious cancer. Weston 
was impressed by the intensity of the 
man’s emotion.

“The prayers sent up would tear 
the sky in two – the intensity of the 
prayers sent up for that individual,” 
Weston said of the meaning of the 
portrait’s title.

Professor Kroff found the exhibit 

From Page 6
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impressive.
“especially what I like about 

‘Hearts of a silent age’ is the way it 
questions and asks us to think about 
our relationship between the soul 
and the body,” Kroff said. “There’s 
the carcass within, which you’re in-
side, then there’s you. That’s pretty 
brave. a lot of people don’t want to 
think about that.”

For Weston, the exhibit furthered 
his career-long effort to perfect the 
art of portraiture.

“I want the emotion and experi-
ences encapsulated in that individual 
to be captured in that image that I 
take of them,” Weston said. “all of 
it is a kind of cosmic dance. When 
you’re clicking with the shutter and 

talking with the person, that inter-
action that you are having with the 
person, I think it helps to bring out 
the different aspects that is what you 
want to represent. It helps to bring 
out the essence of that person.”

upon graduating in May, Weston 
was planning to move to Minnesota, 
citing the state’s support for the arts 
and the quality of public transpor-
tation in Minneapolis as reasons for 
the move. a burst appendix suffered 
just days ago may delay the move.

a biopsy on a portion of removed 
appendix revealed a very rare can-
cer that strikes the appendix. as in 
1995 with the lottery, Weston may 
be lucky again. He has already found 
one of two doctors in the u.s. who 

specialize in the cancer and already 
has an appointment set.

“another hoop for me to jump 
through,” Weston said of the can-
cer. some of his appendix was left 
behind in the operation, so he ex-
pects to have more surgeries as new 
tumors develop.

Weston’s future plans may include 
teaching.

“I feel it would be a great oppor-
tunity to share my abilities,” Weston 
said of teaching. “Being a fashion 
photographer and being an art pho-
tographer – I really think I have 
something to share. I could bring 
to the table my technical ability, my 
conceptualizing, my experience to 
students and to upcoming artists.” 

Above: 
‘Buchenwald No.’ 
All prints are 
part of Weston’s 
‘Hearts of a Silent 
Age’ collection. 
Bottom Row from 
Left to Right: 
‘Waiting in the 
Wings,’ ‘Your 
Prayer Will Break 
the Sky in Two’ 
and ‘Fighting 
with the Eyes of 
the Blind.’ 

For the daily titan courtesy of kurt weston
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The time of our lives
It’s almost over, this is the final 

stretch. Many of you will look at 
this week as just another step to-
ward the end of the semester. But 
for a lucky, stressed, worn-out few, 
this is the last step.

Like the Starbucks vendor in the 
campus bookstore, the intoxicating 
perfume of graduation is so close 
we can smell it.

Some of us did it in four years, 
some a little longer. But we’ve all 
made it, one way or the other. And 
we’d be lying if we said the road 
wasn’t at least a little fun.

In kindergarten, our energy was 
boundless. We couldn’t be con-
tained and we couldn’t wait for 
arts and crafts day. A fresh coat of 
Elmer’s covered the stubby little ta-
bles as we struggled to saw our way 
through construction paper with 
cheap, plastic safety scissors.

As we progressed through el-
ementary school, our motor skills 
improved and our knowledge grew.  
We started coloring inside the lines 
and it wasn’t long before we could 
read entire books all by ourselves.

By middle school, our social 
skills were on the rise and suddenly 
the opposite sex didn’t look as de-
testable as we once thought.

We formed little cliques and sat 
around talking about the other lit-
tle cliques and whether or not their 
members were cute or stupid.

Some of us had our first brushes 

with love, or at least that’s what we 
thought a first kiss signaled.

High school made us jaded to-
ward the whole school experience, 
but we loved the social aspect of it. 
Meeting new friends and exploring 
new love interests took the sting 
out of class losing its former luster.

However, while we may have 
been locked away in government 
classes and chemistry labs, our free-
dom grew exponentially.

We got our driver’s licenses.
By the way, looking back, if we 

knew how easy high school really 
was, we would have ditched a lot 
more. But despite the sweet relief 
that graduation brought to us back 
then, we were still on a predeter-
mined path.

Those of us who went on to 
pay through the nose for a higher 
education already knew where we 
were headed. College brought with 
it a different sense of freedom, and 
with it, a new level of enjoyment. 
Class was no longer mandatory and 
our stress could be alleviated by the 
pitcher at an on-campus pub.

It was grueling and a few tears 
were shed along the way, but the 
times were good and the friends 
will last forever – fingers crossed.

Now, on the verge of leaving 
school, perhaps forever, our futures 
are as cloudy as the glue-ridden 
tables from our kindergarten days.

And we just can’t wait.

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct 
all comments, questions or concerns 
along with your full name and major to 
Opinion Editor Johnathan Kroncke at 
jkroncke@dailytitan.com

Letters 
to the
Editor:

Going ‘nutz’ over truck acccessories
Florida’s attempt to castrate vehicles has outraged Joes and Bros
Average Joe: Florida lawmakers have more to 
focus on than turning trucks into eunichs

Bro: This ban makes me so mad, even listening 
to Kottonmouth Kings won’t calm me down

By Michal OlszEwski
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Last time I was driving down Pa-
cific Coast Highway in Huntington 
Beach, I noticed three trucks driving 
with what looked like a pair of tes-
ticles hanging from the back of their 
bumpers.

And like any red-blooded Ameri-
can, I remember thinking, “When is 
the Senate going to step in and stop 
this?”

Well, thank you, Florida!
According to a Tallahassee.com 

report, the Florida state Senate has 
passed an amendment to impose 
a $60 fine, or possibly even points 
against the driver’s record, on “Truck 
Nutz.”

Now, I may not 
think that these 
“Truck Nutz” are 
a funny thing, or 
even an aestheti-
cally pleasing item, 
but I do know this 
is a complete and 
utter waste of tax-
payer money.

The ban on the 
truck accessory was introduced by 
Sen. Cary Baker, who deemed the 
product to be “not appropriate.”

Luckily for truck testicle danglers 
in the Sunshine State, Sen. Jim King 
is in your corner.

King said he had his own set on 
the back of his truck, describing it as 
“an expression of truckliness.”

King has since taken the testicles 
off at his wife’s request, apparently 
the second pair she has forcibly re-
moved from the proud truck driver.

It seems to me that with all of the 
things going right and wrong in this 
country, this one can be left to the 
general public.

Taxpayer money would be much 
better served on debating health 

care, feeding the homeless or even 
launching an investigation into how  
Jeb Bush, G. W.’s brother, was elect-
ed Governor of Florida.

Fortunately, it seems not all of the 
Florida Senate has gone mad.

Like me, many of the state sena-
tors also find this to be a waste of 
time.

If someone has to attach a pair of 
testicles to the back of their car, then 
so be it.

I’m sure they have much larger is-
sues to deal with anyway, and if this 
somehow helps them get by in an 
otherwise sad and pathetic day, then 
good for them.

Take the “Truck Nutz” Web site 
for example. The site boasts about 
the different styles, sizes and colors 
they offer as well as a made up story 

about a male exotic 
dancer and how 
the idea of “Truck 
Nutz” came to frui-
tion.

Question is, 
should I save some 
money for the plas-
tic pair or splurge 
the extra $25 for 
the chrome?

I know there will be a day where 
I’ll have a son or daughter and I may 
have to explain what is hanging off 
the back of a lifted Ford F-350 with 
monster truck wheels.

And when that day comes, it may 
not be easy to explain, but I do know 
I’ll be sure to tell him or her to never 
do that themselves.

However, I’ve come to realize that 
as absurd and in bad taste the ac-
cessory may be, it’s still someone’s 
choice to put it on their car.

I don’t want to have to tell people 
the difference between right and 
wrong on the subject.

If you were raised to think attach-
ing “Truck Nutz” is a good idea, 
then that is your choice.

By ausTEn MOnTErO
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

So my dawgs told me that I can’t 
take my nuts to Florida anymore. 
Well, my Truck Nutz that is.

See, what my homeboys down in 
F-L don’t know is that my truck and 
I ain’t nothing if I don’t advertise my 
manliness by hanging a grotesque 
scrotal mold from my ride in a bla-
tant attempt to compensate for my 
shortcomings.

I never really planned on ever 
traveling the thousands of miles in 
my truck, but if I should ever de-
cide to go, my truck can’t bring its 
satchel.

It will be embarrassing if I don’t 
have my Nutz when I sit around my 
dirt bike in the bed 
of my lifted truck 
with some babes 
while we drink our 
Bro Light and eat 
our T-bone steaks.

It’s a nationwide 
symbol of my bro-
manship. What will 
other states think of 
me if I can’t flaunt 
my chrome-dipped coin purse?

Of course, it’s not always chrome. 
I’ve got a couple different colors, 
which I can easily switch out de-
pending on my mood.

When my other balls aren’t doing 
the trick, I throw on the blue ones as 
a reflection of the pain and anguish 
my body is going through.

I think they could be doing some-
thing different with their time down 
in Florida, like getting rid of all the 
old folk or making some more dirt 
lots where I can go watch real dirt 
bikers bust out some tricks.

Or maybe they can get that voting 
thing sorted out.

I don’t want to have another re-
count and then get stuck with rising 

gas prices. My truck gets bad mile-
age as it is, so I’d like to see a decrease 
in prices.

What if I wanted to go down 
there for spring break? I’ll be paying 
a fortune for gas because the Senate 
has decided to spend its time castrat-
ing my truck instead.

Then, after emptying my wallet to 
fill my tank, I’ll have to drive down 
the beach and holla at the chicks 
who run around in skimpy bikinis 
without my Nutz.

My biggest gripe is that I WANT 
TO KEEP MY NUTZ!

My pit bull, Butch, is proud of 
his danglers. He runs around hap-
pily wiggling his nub of a tail, letting 
them sway with the wind.

It has never crossed my mind to 
have him neutered. I can’t imagine 

the look on his 
face when we get 
home and he turns 
around to take a 
peek, only to find 
that he now looks 
like the females he’s 
been chasing his 
whole life.

Imagine my 
truck’s despair when 

he looks like all the lady trucks he’s 
worked so hard to impress.

He’s lifted himself, changed his 
grill and added some sicky-gnar all-
terrain tires.

He even tinted his windows.
All this will be for nothing if we 

take the essence of his manhood.
To the Florida Senate: Please, 

just ignore the issue. I’m sure there 
is something else you guys can put 
your minds to.

How would you feel if, when you 
sat in your lavish chairs in your large 
conference rooms, you had nothing 
between your legs? Doesn’t sound so 
good does it?

Let my truck keep his balls. It will 
do wonders for my ego.

It seems to me that 
with all of the things 
going right and wrong, 
[the issue of Truck 
Nutz] can be left to the 
general public.

“

“ I never really 
planned on ever 
traveling [to Florida] in 
my truck, but if I go, 
my truck can’t bring its 
satchel.

“

“
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Don’t ignore celebs, 
learn from them The Gossip Girl

By Amy Robertson
opinion@dailytitan.com

Britney Spears has been grant-
ed a miracle.

Finally, there’s someone for the 
media to now fall all over who’s 
more screwed up than she is .

I’m sure it doesn’t take a ge-
nius to guess the biggest mess in 
Hollywood, or rather the United 
Kingdom, and unfortunately she 
has to share my first name – Amy 
Winehouse.

When I was first introduced to 
Winehouse’s music, I was some-
what impressed by her talents as 
an artist.

I enjoyed her appropriately 
named single “Rehab,” and I even 
thought about buying her CD, 
which I rarely do anymore.

Yet, despite my interest, I was 
hardly aware of her disastrous 
personal life, her drug addiction, 
her ever-thinning body and her 
weirdo of a husband, who’s now 
been in and out of jail.

And now, like her husband,  
she can add multiple jail stints to 
her resume.

Winehouse was arrested last 
Wednesday for drug possession, 
making this the second arrest for 
the British singer.

Luckily, she’s a celebrity and 
was released the very next day.

Since her speedy release, and 
even the arrest itself, were quite 
predictable, Winehouse’s run-in 
with the police is not the issue at 
hand for me. 

The issue is that we are the 
messed up people in this situa-
tion, not her.

We’ve gone and done it again.
We focus all our attention on 

one celebrity, writing story after 

story and tracking every little slip up 
and mistake.

For a while, Paris Hilton and Ni-
cole Ritchie hogged the spotlight, 
then it moved to Lindsay Lohan, 
who went to rehab three times in 
one year.

After Hilton started her good girl 
routine, Ritchie settled down and 
got pregnant, and Lohan entered 
Alcoholics Anonymous and vowed 
she was healed this time around, we 
moved on to the infamous Britney 
Spears.

However, now Spears has done 
the unthinkable – She’s making a 
“comeback.”

She’s getting her life back together 
and giving celebrity journalists less 
to talk about.

So what’s a gossip girl to do? Why, 
find a new person’s flaws to shine the 
spotlight on, of course. Currently, 
our victim is Winehouse.

Now, don’t get me wrong – Wine-
house is also to blame for all the 
madness surrounding her.

She got herself into these messes; 
we just decided to publicize it all.

What we didn’t publicize so much 
was Winehouse’s life five years ago. 
And let me tell you, I’m very sur-
prised at the 180-degree turn she’s 
done since then.

I know that once people start 
doing drugs, they get uglier by the 
minute, and so I’ve been itching to 
see what she looked like before her 
addictions.

What I found was that she was, 
amazingly, somewhat attractive.

She had nice curves, enchanting 
eyes and even flat hair from time to 
time.

And someday – with a career-lift-

ing, Spears-like miracle – Wine-
house will clean up her act and 
get back to where she used to be.

And we will move on to glorify 
some other train wreck.

So long as there are screwed up 
celebrities acting out in front of 
cameras, there will be celebrity 
gossips to bring together strang-
ers at grocery store checkout 
stands.

Though some of you may bad-
mouth celeb gossip and say how 
pointless it is, the fact remains 
that you’re still reading this col-
umn right now, which means 
there’s hope.

My hope is that I have shown 
you a way to use celebrity gossip 
intelligently.

Yes, druggie Winehouse got 
arrested again.

But why are we focusing so 
much on her now and how is 
this similar to our obsession with 
Spears?

What does that say about the 
attention span of our generation 
and how will that affect the evo-
lution of society?

I think there needs to be a class 
studying celebrity gossip and how 
it mirrors society.

For now, though, there’s me, 
and this gossip girl would like to 
say thanks for a great semester!

FIRE@WILL

The final curtain call of 
Jake Kilroy, student Jake’s Take

By Jake Kilroy
take.kilroy@gmail.com

In the early morning of life, 
there were songbirds. In the eve-
ning, there’s been mockingbirds. 
In our twilight, there will be 
nightingales.

And what do all of their tunes 
mean?

Well, I’d like to think of my-
self as constant progress, like a 
machine that keeps replacing its 
own rusty parts.

That’s why I suppose I find the 
theory of evolution so charming.

I’d like to think that mankind 
wasn’t born perfect.

I’d like to think that human 
beings are moving forward and 
weren’t just installed into this 
world with every tool and idea 
they’ll ever need.

I believe we all still need to 
push progress.

I’ve lived in the past for as long 
as I can remember, in strings of 
constant regret, with a broken 
neck when it comes to looking 
toward the future.

I see the big picture some-
times, but I mostly just like the 
cheap shots of beauty.

On good nights, I can feel 
the nostalgia early, playing my 
heartstrings as a harp, and on bad 
nights, I can feel my youth slip-
ping away and I welcome myself 
as dangerous.

Old age scares me, not death.
Death doesn’t really bother me. 

I see the end as win-win.
Either I simply stop existing or 

I play poker with Bob Hope, Jim-
my Stewart, Humphrey Bogart 
and Lenny Bruce for an eternity 

in heaven.
I really don’t see the issue with 

death. I mean, I came and I con-
quered what I could.

Age, however, has always served as 
a ticking clock, and I don’t always do 
well under pressure.

But I’ve recently been gathering a 
new outlook, as I prepare to leave my 
long stint with public education.

My summer goals will change in 
years to come.

This summer, I have “learn to 
really play guitar,” “drive through 
Canada and don’t die” and “read 
‘The Fountainhead.’”

And in the many summers follow-
ing my college days, I may have goals 
like “repaint closet doors,” “replace 
fences and build gate” and “finally 
finish The Fountainhead.”

And for years, this all terrified me 
immensely. On my 20th birthday, 
my father told me something like, 
“In 10 years, you’ll have a career. In 
five years, you might have a wife.”

And like any rational college 
student, I spent the next few hours 
staring at the ceiling listening to old 
records, calming myself down.

But I can already feel myself evolv-
ing. Less than a week before my col-
lege graduation, I can hear my heart 
singing again, resurrecting the choir 
I heard when I was a teenager.

And with a childlike grin, I an-
ticipate sleeping in on Sundays with 
a wife I love, helping my kids with 
science fair projects and living in a 
home instead of a house.

And I have to wonder: What will 
this institution mean to me in years 
to come? Will it be that my diploma 

hangs between two book shelves 
in my office?

Or will it be that I wear an 
alumni sweater when I clean out 
the garage to make room for a 
lawn mower or my kid’s new 
bike?

What will all of my education 
mean when I’ve stayed away for 
too long? Long after I forget all 
of the historical dates and rules of 
mathematics, what did my edu-
cation mean?

I suppose it’ll still mean then 
what it means now: I came into 
this world a blank page, and 
when I leave, I plan to be an en-
cyclopedia.

It means that I educated myself 
so that I could handle anything 
that came at me in this life with 
style and confidence.

And now I’d say I’m finally 
ready to really do something big, 
and I guarantee that I’ll be laugh-
ing and evolving the whole way.

So I’ll close this the same way 
I’ve closed any column I’ve ever 
had, with a quote I made up at 
17 and still try to live by: “If you 
take your own life seriously, you’ll 
take your own life. Seriously.”

P.S. Thank you for reading. 
Thank you for sticking with me. 
Thank you for everything.

It’s been one hell of a party. 

The best lessons in college 
are learned outside of class

By ryan casTlE
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

The reason we attend college is to 
get educated.

We pay good money for tuition 
so we can learn valuable information 
that can only be taught in school.

However, as I finish up my fourth 
year here at Cal State Fullerton, I 
realize that the valuable informa-
tion I’ve learned doesn’t just consist 
of what is taught to me through lec-
tures and lab sessions. 

There is a whole slew of valuable 
life lessons that I’ve learned here at 
CSUF that could never be taught by 
any professor.

Beginning with daily routines, I 
have learned that hitting the snooze 
button on my alarm clock for the 
third time means I’m going to be five 
minutes late.

Hitting the snooze alarm for the 
fifth time? I don’t think I’m going to 
class today.

I’ve learned that when looking for 
a parking spot, rather than driving 
around the same lot for 30 minutes, 
I should post up and offer a ride to 
wandering students moseying to 
their cars.

And 30-minute parking is more 
like 45-50 minute parking, but any-
one who’s familiar with testing this 
theory is also quite familiar with 

finding those happy little blue tick-
ets on their windshield.

I’ve learned to wait about two 
weeks before buying the book for 
my class.

Let’s be real, we know that it’s not 
always a necessity.

I’ve also learned that no item on 
Earth can drop in value as quickly as 
a text book at CSUF.

What else’s price will go from 
$150 to $4 in a four-month span?

I’ve learned that some profes-
sors don’t give a damn if you show 
up late or leave 
early, while others 
can be practically 
brought to tears 
for such action.

W h i c h e v e r 
it may be, I’ve 
learned to let 
someone else be 
the guinea pig and 
find out which one 
mine is.

I’ve learned that 
if I’m assigned a project on Sept. 
1 that is due Dec. 15, I will worry 
about it Dec. 14. And that the day 
after a test equals a day off.

When lecture notes are online, I’ve 
learned that lecture time is a good 
time to brush up on my sketching 
and Sudoku skills. 

And all-night study in the TSU re-
ally means "It’s finals week, so let’s all 
hang out in the TSU with our notes 
in front of us while we talk about 
our plans after finals and watch vid-
eos on YouTube."

I’ve learned that the Arboretum is 

underrated … enough said.
I’ve learned that if you’re in the 

Greek system, don’t expect an Ani-
mal House-style fraternity house.

Instead, you will find a row of 
quiet houses that are all on proba-
tion with the school because they 
dared to have an actual social gather-
ing in college. 

That being said, I’ve learned the 
Greek system is still the best oppor-
tunity at CSUF to meet new people 
and consistently have memorable 
times.

I’ve learned the 
importance of be-
coming friends 
with that cute girl 
in class who you 
can share notes 
with.

You need some-
one to study with 
and to tell you 
what you missed, 
so now you’re kill-
ing three birds 

with one stone because your pride is 
boosted the entire semester.

Go get ‘em tiger!
I’ve learned Thursday night is the 

new Friday night, so don’t take Fri-
day classes.

There’s a lot to be learned at CSUF, 
but what I’ve learned more than 
anything is that lessons are taught 
all around us every day and that the 
experiences we have in college are a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

So whether we love our school or 
hate it, we all need to make the best 
of it while we're here. 

There’s a lot to 
be learned at CSUF, 
but what I’ve learned 
more than anything is 
that lessons are taught 
all around us every      
day.

“

“

Dates in history class 
come and go, but parking 
lot smarts last forever

Graduation is great and all, 
but let’s ditch the goofy outfit

By Tanya OBErMEyEr
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Scouring the Internet, trying to 
find a good enough argument to get 
out of taking cap and gown pictures 
for graduation left me frustrated and 
hopeless.

It seems that there has to be a rea-
son why we wear the gorgeous get-
up to the dignified ceremony of our 
many graduations in life.

Here are my thoughts: It’s ugly.
The whole thing.
It’s awkward and unflattering and 

traditional, yes, but so very dated.
There are certain pieces in every 

person’s wardrobe that make you 
take a moment and say “What was 
I thinking?”

Given my position of having to 
wear the mortarboard cap and the 
robe gown, I’ll say what everyone 
is thinking, “what were they think-
ing?”

When I say “they,” of course I 
mean the person who contrived the 
idea that a cardboard cap and a wide-
set muumuu cape could be  thought 
of as dignified and accomplished.

Now that we know who I’m blam-
ing for the soon-to-be humiliation 
of the graduating class of 2008, let 
us address what we can do to fix the 
problem.

In  preparation for the event, I 
went shopping for the perfect outfit, 
something that really spoke to me.

I imagined it saying, "This is the 
dress you are going to wear as you 
present yourself to family, friends 
and thousands of others as a college 
graduate.

How short can the dress be?
Is it going to be hot?
What color shoes?
How high can the heel be?
I took pride in what I was going 

to wear on my very special day and 
then something really did speak to 
me.

Sitting at my photography session 
for announcement photos, my mom, 
the photographer 
and I discussed 
how our caps and 
gowns are the most 
unflattering things 
in the world.

I remember the 
photographer say-
ing, no one likes 
this part of gradu-
ation.

We'll do the best 
we can to make this 
quick and painless.

It seems like the entire college ex-
perience was quicker and less pain-
less than that moment, sitting in 
front of the bright lights and watch-
ing my mom revel in the enjoyment 
of my frustrations.

"I'm doing this for you, enjoy it," 
I said to her with a smile.

We all laughed at my lack of abil-
ity to make a sincere expression due 
to the heavy, over-sized cap that was 
bobby-pinned to my head and tight 
on my forhead, forcing a newly Bot-
oxed expression in my eyes.

So then there is this cape – The 

one I am planning to hate for cover-
ing my perfect dress.

Why has this gown never been al-
tered or updated?

I know the argument I will get 
from most everyone; it's traditional, 
right?

Well, so is denim and that seems 
to change quicker than you can put 
a tricky stitch in the bottom hem of 
your latest pair.

My point is this:  Who is it hurt-
ing to tailor in the sides, add a little 
color here and there?

This is graduation.
Perhaps an oc-

casion so impor-
tant in one's life 
deserves a better 
quality material 
than nylon.

Just saying ...
We may have 

caught this issue 
too late for this 
year and for that I 
am truly sad, but 
let this be an inspi-

ration to all the future graduates of 
Cal State Fullerton.

Break out the Bedazzler's.
Embroider your last name to the 

back.
Dare to hem that cape to knee 

length, ladies.
And if you’re brave, throw a waist 

belt around it.
After all, it's your day, wear your 

cap and gown with pride and per-
sonality.

Just don't tell the administration 
who wrote the article giving you 
your inspiration.

Congrats, grads!

Dare to hem that 
[graduation gown] to 
knee length, ladies. 
And if you’re brave, 
thow a waist belt 
around it. After all, it’s 
your day. 

“

“

This is the best time of 
our lives, so we should be 
able to look our best too
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During the 23 years Cal State 
Fullerton had a football 
program, the team never 

really had a permanent home. Start-
ing in 1970, players were bused to 
stadiums throughout Santa Ana. It 
wasn’t until 1982 that the Titan’s 
coach, Gene Murphy, devised a 
plan for the team to finally play at 
home. 

For a Division I team, the new 
stadium – if it can even be called 
a stadium – was not a glamorous 
one. On the field behind the ten-
nis courts, the coaches and players 
created a makeshift stadium con-
sisting of nothing more than a few 
rows of bleachers. On Saturdays, 
about 1,000 fans would sit on the 
homemade bleachers to watch the 
Titans play. A few students would 
bring their instruments and form 
an impromptu band, while the girls 
would gather on the sidelines and 
act as cheerleaders. 

It was not pretty, but at least the 
Titans were playing at home. In 
1992 Titan Stadium was built and 
the Titans finally had a formal sta-
dium they could call their own.

The football program was cut at 
the end of that season.  

Titan Stadium now sits empty, 
serving only as a reminder of the 
days of when CSUF had a football 
team. With a school as populous 
and sports oriented as CSUF, it is 
not uncommon for students to muse 
about why the program was cut or 
why it has not been reinstated. 

These students are not the only 
ones who would like to see CSUF 
reinstate a football program. In 
November, CSUF alumni, commu-
nity members, former football play-
ers and current students formed a 
group called the Bring Back Titan 
Football Committee. The commit-
tee is currently in the early stages 
of engineering a referendum for 

The future of Titan 
football is in our hands
A possible referendum next spring will help decide football’s fate

photo by nathan wheadon/daily titan Features editor

students to vote on to make Titan 
football a reality once again. 

“[The referendum is] one of the 
issues we’re discussing. Right now 
we’re [trying] to see if this is some-
thing that everyone would want,” 
Danny Pasquil, a member of the 
committee and former Titan run-
ning back, said. 

The committee is currently try-
ing to get the word out through 
their Web site, www.BringBack-
TitanFootball.com. The commit-
tee’s efforts have received a lot of 
attention, including a mention in 
the L.A. Times by sports columnist 
Jerry Crowe.

The committee received a boost 
in confidence after Georgia State 
University announced plans to 
bring a NCAA Championship Sub-
division (FCS) level football team 
to the university in 2010. 

In many ways, Georgia State is 
similar to CSUF. Both universities 
are considered commuter schools 
and they have similar student popu-
lations and budgets. 

Henry Tran, an alumnus and 
member of the committee, met 
with the CSUF Director of Athlet-
ics Brian Quinn to discuss the pos-
sibility of bringing football back to 
the university. 

“They were obviously very sup-
portive of the idea, but the bottom 
line is they need to know where the 
funding is coming from,” Tran said 
of his meeting with Quinn.

Based on the meeting, Tran said 
CSUF is not financially capable of 
supporting a costly Division I pro-
gram, but it may be possible to raise 
enough money to operate in the 
FCS level. Other California schools 
that operate at this level are Cal Poly 
and Sacramento State Universities.   

“We really want to crawl before 
we walk,” Quinn said. “It only 
makes sense for us to go in at that 
level. It doesn’t make financial sense 
to jump in and go big time. Ten to 
20 years from now, who knows?”

The committee is taking similar 
steps to bring Titan football back 
as Georgia State did. According to 
the committee’s Web site, the Geor-
gia State’s Mandatory Student Fee 
Committee overwhelmingly ap-
proved an $85 fee increase for stu-
dents. The Titan committee is de-
vising a similar plan. Although the 
plan is in its early stages, Tran said 
he is working with ASI President 
Heather Williams on a possible ref-
erendum and hopes the referendum 
will appear on next spring’s ballot.

As of now, Tran said the refer-
endum will likely propose a fee 
increase of $50 per semester for 
CSUF students, which will raise a 
total of $3.7 million annually. The 
bill will need 51 percent of the 
vote to pass.

Unlike the Di-
vision I level, 
which re-
quires an 

average of 15,000 people to attend 
each game, the FCS level has no at-
tendance requirements. This would 
allow the team to use the 10,000 
capacity Titan Stadium, instead of 
building a $30 million new stadi-
um, Quinn said. 

“My guess is that we would have 
to have at least $4 to $5 million 
guaranteed to consider football, and 
this would be an annual expense,” 
Quinn said.

On top of that amount, Quinn 
said students must consider the 
added expense of new staff mem-
bers, training equipment and locker 
rooms, as well as the cost of equal 
expansion to women’s programs, 
which is required through title IX.

David Lamm, member of the 
committee and former Titan of-
fensive lineman, said he would like 
nothing more than to see the uni-
versity reinstate the program.

“I think football helps to complete 
the college experience [and] would 
help Cal State Fullerton shake the 
image of being just a commuter col-
lege,” Lamm said. “College football 
creates a fellowship and camaraderie 
among fellow students unlike any 
other sport.”

During its 23 years, Titan foot-
ball produced 

n u m e r -

ous players and coaches that went 
on to work in the NFL, including 
former Giant Mark Collins and 
former coach for the San Francisco 
49ers, Steve Mariucci.

“We frequently had the lowest 
Division I football attendance in 
the U.S.,” President Milton Gordon 
said. “It was a money losing program 
and it didn’t draw the crowds.”

Gordon cut the program follow-
ing the 1992 season. 

“Sure, I’d love to have a football 
program, but I don’t think it’s going 
to happen and I try to be realistic to 
people about this,” he said.

Despite Gordon’s pessimism, the 
Bring Back Titan Football Commit-
tee is making headway.

In October, Lamm devised an 
online petition and collected over 
1,200 signatures in three weeks. He 
worked with Williams to present the 
petition to an enthusiastic crowd at 
a town hall meeting in November. 
The petition has now been signed 
by over 1,500 supporters. Over 80 
percent of those who have signed 
expressed interest in purchasing sea-
son tickets if CSUF were to bring 
football back, Lamm said.

“Ultimately, the CSUF student 
body will decide if the team re-
turns,” Lamm said. “Alumni groups 
and outside organizations can raise 
funds and create publicity all they 
want, but ultimately, the students 

will decide if they want to bring 
back Titan football.”

“

“We really want to 
crawl before we walk 
... It doesn’t make fi-
nancial sense to jump 
in and go big time 
[right away].

– Brian Quinn,
            Atheltic Director

“

“I think football 
helps to complete the 
college experience 
[and] would help Cal 
State Fullerton shake 
the image of being just 
a commuter college.

– David Lamm,
            Former Titan Lineman

“

“Sure, I’d love to 
have a football pro-
gram, but I don’t 
think it’s going to 
happen and I try to 
be realistic to people 
about this.

– Milton Gordon,
            CSUF President

“

“We’re trying to 
see if this is some-
thing that everyone 
would want ... it’s just 
spreading like wildfire.

– Danny Oasquil,
           Former Running Back
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Say goodbye to ‘Money’
Titan guard and fan fa-
vorite forgoes final year of 
eligibility to graduate

by Michal olSzewSki
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Cal State Fullerton guard Marcus 
Crenshaw isn’t just leaving behind a 
school, a team or a basketball pro-
gram – he’s leaving behind a family.

Crenshaw, or “Money” as he is 
known by members of Section K, has 
elected to graduate with a degree in 
Afro-Ethnic Studies rather than play 
another year of Titan basketball.

“I’m pursuing my basketball ca-
reer elsewhere right now,” Crenshaw 
said. “I’m going overseas to play,” 
was the most he said he could go in 
to talking about his future plans.

“I’m a guy that likes to experience 
new things. I’m not scared to take on 
the challenges of the world,” Cren-
shaw said.

While he only spent two seasons 
at CSUF, he said he’ll always remem-
ber all of the love his fans gave him 
and he hopes they will remember 
him for giving that love right back.

“I wouldn’t even call them fans,” 
Crenshaw said. “I call them my fam-
ily. I’m a big believer in family. If 
we’re close enough to interact, and 
you cheer for me, you want me to 
succeed, then that’s family right 
there.”

And Crenshaw always took the 
time to show love to his “family.”

Take for instance what the 5-foot-
10-inch guard did after the Titans de-
feated Southern Utah in December. 
During the post-game celebration 
at BJ’s in Fullerton, Crenshaw took 
some time as he always did to talk to 
people who were at the game.

One devoted fan wanted Cren-
shaw’s autograph, but had nothing 
for him to sign.

“After a while of talking, the guy 
told me, ‘Let me get one of your 
shoes,’” Crenshaw said. “I didn’t 
even think twice about it, man.”

Crenshaw signed it and gave the 
fan and his girlfriend each one of his 
favorite shoes, a pair of Reebok Al-
len Iverson’s that he bought only two 
days before.

“So here I am, a guy walking 
around BJ’s with no shoes,” Cren-

shaw said with a big smile. “I’m a big 
believer in showing people the love 
that they showed me.”

Teammate Marcus Morgan wasn’t 
surprised by Crenshaw’s gesture.

“That’s just the type of guy he is,” 
Morgan said.

Morgan was also the first to notice 
the 54-dollar bills with Crenshaw’s 
face on them that fans waved during 
games.

“To have all of those people in the 
stands come out and support him 
shows what type of guy he really is,” 
Morgan said. “He’s a fan favorite and 
he’ll always be very marketable.”

The love did not come out of no-
where though, the Detroit native 
had to earn it.

Crenshaw transferred to CSUF 
from Kent State in 2006 for his 
sophomore season and immediately 
made an impact on the team. De-
spite starting only three games, he 
averaged 11.4 points-per-game and 
was named the Big West Conference 
Sixth Man of the Year.

The success rolled over to this sea-
son as Crenshaw was one of the top 
three-point shooters in the country 
for most of the season until he suf-
fered a broken nose late in the year.

Though his numbers were not as 
high during his junior season, Titan 
guard Frank Robinson said the im-
pact he made on the court was im-
measurable.

“He saved us in a lot of games,” 

Robinson said. “The way he came in 
and made his shots really helped the 
team win [the Big West Title].”

But now, those shots won’t be 
there to help Fullerton attempt a re-
peat of the conference title.

“It really hurts the program to see 
him leave,” Robinson added. “But 
he has to do what’s right for him.”

And the most important thing 
this semester for Crenshaw was ob-
taining his bachelor’s degree. Despite 
the already high pressure of playing 
Division I College Basketball, Cren-
shaw somehow made time to take 23 
units in order to graduate in time for 
spring.

“It was hard, but if I want to ac-
complish any of my goals in life I 
know it won’t be easy,” Crenshaw 
said. “Not too many basketball play-
ers from Detroit can say that they 
have a college degree, and that was 
my focus.”

Business aside, the former Titan 
said he is going to enjoy the last few 
weeks of being a college student. His 
parents and older brother are flying 
in to see him walk in the graduation 
ceremony and spend the week before 
he moves on.

“I miss seeing them all the time,” 
Crenshaw said. “[We’re] just going 
to hang out and enjoy being with 
the family.”

The Fullerton “family” will un-
doubtedly understand.

Cal State Fullerton senior guard Marcus Crenshaw doing what he does best – Smile.
by DaviD carrillo/daily titan sports editor

Possible CSUF hockey club
Students looking into 
creating a Titan hockey 
club on campus

by Sarah MenDoza
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Some sport enthusiasts would say 
there is no need for a hockey team 
at Cal State Fullerton, but Jason 
Holmes would tell you otherwise. 
This freshman’s love for the sport 
has sparked an idea to form a hockey 
team on campus as a club sport.

Holmes recently played for Cali-
fornia Amateur Hockey Association’s 
Anaheim Junior Ducks and has an 
urge to keep playing, but there is no 
team on campus to fulfill that urge.

“I aged out of my league and want 
to keep playing competitively,” Hol-
mes, a business major, said.

Holmes’ mother, Clare Holmes, 
has coached several hockey and 
volleyball teams at AAU and ju-
nior Olympic levels and has begun 
spreading the word. She said the 
team will be either an ice or roller 

hockey team, depending on how 
many students are interested in get-
ting involved. 

Mark Brucks, who is interested 
in the ice hockey team and will be 
trying out for the team, said starting 
the team is more about school spirit 
than just a love for the game.

“I think a big issue at CSUF is a 
lack of school spirit … and an ice 
hockey team could give the students 
one more thing to talk about that 
actually has something to do with 
school pride,” Brucks said.

In order for the team to be a suc-
cess, there are a few requirements. Ac-
cording to the application checklist 
on the CSUF Student Organization 
Resource Center Web site, students 
must first find a campus advisor who 
is a full or part-time employee of the 
university. Next, there must be five 
students currently enrolled at CSUF 
who are willing to participate in the 
group. Out of these five members, 
one must be the president and an-
other needs to be the treasurer.

Then, the group must construct 
a constitution which would include 
the reason for the club. Lastly, the 

president of the club would apply 
online in order to receive university 
recognition.

Jason Holmes said they have 
coaches who are willing to partici-
pate in running the teams. Although 
there has been no comment from 
these coaches, the Holmes are sure 
they have enough help as the poten-
tial coaches are also family friends.

Even with the coaches, the inter-
club council must approve the team 
and that would involve membership 
into the council, Jamaar Walker, the 
assistant coordinator of student life, 
said. This step is important because 
the council would provide funding 
for the necessary insurance, which is 
mandatory for club sports.

“Club sports are ran by student 
participation, if students stop partic-
ipating, they still have an obligation 
to the league,” Walker said.

CSUF Associate Athletic Direc-
tor Mel Franks said that while club 
hockey is possible, a Division I team 
is out of the question.

Students interested in joining the 
team, email titanhockey@charter.
net.

women’s basketball coach hall-of-Fame-bound
Ohio Basketball Hall of 
Fame to induct Titan 
Head Coach Jeremiah

by alySSa Dikitanan
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

The Ohio Basketball Hall of Fame 
has honored such people as Bobby 
Knight, Ron Harper and Bobby 
Huggins, but the 2008 induction 
class will also include Cal State Ful-
lerton’s Women’s Basketball Head 
Coach Maryalyce Jeremiah.

“There haven’t been very many 
women inducted into the Ohio 
Basketball Hall of Fame, so this is a 
tremendous honor,” Jeremiah said. 
“Plus, I have big Ohio connections 
because I grew up there so I feel tre-
mendously honored to be selected.”

Although this was only her 12th 
season as head coach of the Titans, it 
was Jeremiah’s 28th season overall as 
a basketball coach. In fact, as she en-
tered the 2007-08 season, Jeremiah 
had accumulated a total of 419 ca-

reer victories, which ranks her No. 
35 among the top 50 active coaches.

“I do what I love to do, which 
is coaching, but when these things 
happen it’s like icing on the cake,” 
Jeremiah said. “It’s great to be recog-
nized for it, but I don’t do it for the 
recognition.” 

Jeremiah started coaching at the 
college level back in 1970 as head 
coach of her alma mater team, the 
Cedarville University Yellow Jackets, 
from which she played three seasons 
of basketball and coached for nine 
years. 

She then went on to coach two 
seasons at the University of Dayton 
in Ohio and was named the AIAW 
National Coach of the Year in 1980. 
From 1980-85, Jeremiah led the In-
diana University Hoosiers and then 
took a break from coaching to at-
tend law school in California.

“I always wanted to live in Cali-
fornia and my brothers lived here, 
but then the coaching job here at 
Cal State Fullerton opened up, so I 
took it,” Jeremiah said.

Jeremiah began coaching the Ti-

tans from 1985-93 before taking 
leave from coaching to become the 
senior associate athletics director and 
senior women administrator from 
1992-2002. She then re-entered the 
women’s head coaching position in 
2003. 

“She’s an excellent coach by far,” 
current Assistant Head Coach Mar-
cia Foster said. “The type of leader-
ship and mentorship she has provid-
ed has changed my life and getting 
to know her over the past five years 
has been an incredible journey.”

Jeremiah and the Titans have 
achieved great success and have had 
many improvements in her second 
term as head coach.

“It has been great playing for her 
because she motivates us to play bet-
ter than what you think you can,” 
team captain junior Daviyonne 
Weathersby, said. “She always tells 
us to forget about the negative and 
focus on now and that is what I 
think a coach should be.” 

Prior to her induction, a local 
tribute will be at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Fullerton on May 14. 
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Softball loses on senior day 
for first time in nine years
Final regular season home 
game results in a loss on 
and off of the field

by jon caStillo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Senior days, especially on a home 
field, are emotional days for an en-
tire team – which made the Cal State 
Fullerton softball team’s end of regu-
lar season 11-7 loss to UC Santa Bar-
bara on Saturday that much harder.

After splitting a doubleheader 
with the Gauchos (30-24, 13-8) on 
Friday, the Titans’ rally fell short and 
the team ended the season one game 
above .500 with a 27-26-1 overall 
record and 11-10 Big West Confer-
ence record.

“They are a good hitting team and 
we knew that right from the start,” 
senior Kiki Munoz said. “They 
weren’t going to give it to us easy, 
they had the highest batting average 
in the Big West, so of course it was 
going to be a challenge. They were 
hitting, and they just out-hit us.”

It was the first loss in the nine se-
nior days that Titans Head Coach 
Michelle Gromacki has coached.

“It was tough losing. I’m bummed 
for the girls,” Gromacki said. “It’s 
sad. I’m sad.”

CSUF found itself in a nine-run 
hole heading into the bottom of the 
fifth inning before they exploded 
for seven runs, cutting the deficit to 
9-7. Titans’ senior shortstop Crystal 
Vieyra hit a two-run double to plate 
the first Titan runs and senior third 
baseman Katie Gollhardt added a 
two-out, two-run home run to make 
it 9-4.

The Titans were not done despite 
having one out left in the inning 
as junior catcher Lauren Lupinetti 
drove a three-run home run over the 
left field fence, driving in Munoz 
and freshman first baseman K.C. 
Craddick to take it to 9-7.

UCSB responded quickly by tak-
ing the wind out of the Titans’ sails, 
getting two runs on a two-out home 
run by senior outfielder Nicole 
Churnock in the sixth inning to set 
up the 11-7 final.

“It’s tough, I didn’t expect to go 
out this way,” Titans’ senior outfield-
er Jenna Wheeler said. “I’m at a loss 
for words.”

CSUF softball had an up-and-
down season, but certainly made its 
case to be part of the 64-team field 
that makes up the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

The Titans played 17 games 
against Top 25 competition this 
season, the most in the Big West 
Conference. In those contests they 
posted a 5-11-1 record.

However, three of those wins were 
against top 10 teams – beating No. 7 
Arizona, No. 5 Oklahoma and No. 
2 UCLA.

“I definitely think we should be 
there in postseason play,” Munoz 
said. “We beat good teams [and] 
we lost to teams that we shouldn’t 
have, but that is what happens in 
softball.”

On the season, the Titans went 
through stretches of six wins in seven 
games, nine losses in eleven games 
and a losing streak of four. How-
ever, they rode a four-game winning 
streak en route to a 9-4 finish to end 
the regular season.

“The good thing is we got a young 
group behind those seniors, so they 
got to see what the challenges were. 
They got to see the hard stuff. They 
got to see what it was all about,” 
Gromacki said. “And [they saw] the 
pain that the seniors went through 
to try to slam the door at the end 
and how we shouldn’t have to slam 
the door at the end.”

Having seven newcomers allowed 
Gromacki and the Titans to see the 
emergence of their young players 
this season.

CSUF pitcher Christine Hiner 
showed that she could be the future 
ace of the pitching staff, going 14-13 
while posting a 2.58 ERA in her first 
year in a Titan uniform. She earned 
Big West Conference Pitcher of the 
Week honors twice in the 2008 sea-
son. At first base, Craddick proved 
that she could play on both sides of 
the field, flashing a strong defensive 
glove and good pop off of her bat.

Beyond the dirt, the outfield saw 
a trio of freshmen contribute on the 
year. Sammie Dabbs established her-
self as a great defensive outfielder that 
will provide some of the highlight 
reel catches that Wheeler delivered.
Torrie Anderson exhibited some pop 
in her bat, collecting 23 hits, 11 of 
which were extra-base hits. The third 
of the bunch was Ari Cervantes, who 
also spent some time in the circle for 
the Titans. She pitched strong at the 
end of the season and will be an in-
valuable piece of the Titans future.

CSUF softball will be in good 
hands next year with Lupinetti, ju-
nior shortstop Courtney Martinez, 
sophomore utility player Sheila Hol-
guin, and redshirt senior Whitney 
Kroh taking the reins as the leaders 
of the squad.

The Titan’s family of five
Five seniors on the CSUF 
softball team became 
more than teammates

by jon caStillo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

It happens every year across the 
nation at colleges – Senior collegiate 
athletes are graduating and ending 
their sports careers at their respective 
colleges.

Cal State Fullerton softball is 
watching five seniors step away 
from the softball field this year: Jes-
sica Doucette, Katie Gollhardt, Kiki 
Munoz, Crystal Vieyra and Jenna 
Wheeler.

Some of the women joined the Ti-
tans as friends, others acquaintances 
and others as complete strangers. 
However, they are all walking away 
as sisters.

Collegiate sports are not always 
about becoming a superstar athlete 
or building individual statistics, they 
are about life and relationships.

Anderson Family Field, one of the 
best softball fields around the na-
tion, has been a second home to the 
seniors and a place where the women 
have built a second family.

Titans’ Head Coach Michelle 
Gromacki tears up when talking 
about her departing players, with 
each holding a place in her heart.

The Titans’ seniors share some 
of the same reasons as to why they 
chose CSUF as their school, mainly 
the weather and being close to fam-
ily.

“My parents come support me at 
every game and that’s something that 
was important to me,” third baseman 
Gollhardt said. “It has been a great 
experience ... you have great players 
come in and out and they teach you 
things that you would probably not 
learn if you weren’t part of a team.”

CSUF pitcher/infielder Doucette 
joined the Titans in her junior year, 
blossoming into a solid pitcher in 
her tenure with the squad. 

She went 21-17 overall in the 
circle for the Titans while holding 
opposition to a .218 batting average 
in her two-year stint.

“My two years here have blown by 
and it has been a great experience. 
I’ve loved playing for the coaching 
staff, I’ve loved my teammates and 
just the general softball experience 
that I’ve got,” Doucette said. “We 
were really successful last year, and 
though this year has been more of 
a struggle, I wouldn’t want to be on 
the field with any other group of 
girls.”

Doucette said her most memo-
rable moment in a Titans’ uniform 
was beating Ohio State in Colum-
bus, Ohio at the NCAA Regionals 
in 2007, a team that had not lost a 

Starting from the left, Jenna Wheeler, Katie Gollhardt, Kiki Munoz, Jessica Doucette and Crystal Vieyra posing in the outfield.
Photo courteSy oF katie gollharDt

game on their home field up until 
that point.

“She turned into a phenomenal 
pitcher. She’s been a pleasure and I 
just wish I would have had her for 
four [years], but I’m not going to 
complain. I am glad I had her for 
two,” Gromacki said of Doucette. 
“You can absolutely see what she 
has turned into as a pitcher on the 
mound. She’s a gem.”

Doucette’s close friend and room-
mate, Gollhardt, started every single 
game for the Ti-
tans, with three 
years spent at first 
base before mov-
ing to the hot cor-
ner at third base. 
And although she 
ended her career 
as a third base-
man, she said her 
fondest memories 
involved making 
stretch plays and 
picking balls at 
first base.

“It has been 
a hell of a roller 
coaster, I can tell 
you that,” Goll-
hardt said. “It has been a great ex-
perience, I wouldn’t change it for 
anything.”

She said that she plans to return 
home to Glendora and attend nurs-
ing school. 

However, she said she would be in 
the stands at Anderson Family Field 
when the softball team takes the field 

next season.
Patrolling center field behind 

Doucette and Gollhardt was fifth-
year senior outfielder Wheeler. 

The Anaheim native, who red-
shirted in 2005, said she would not 
change a thing about her time with 
the Titans.

Wheeler, a human highlight reel 
the outfield, attacked center field 
with all of her body despite having 
suffered several concussions in her 
life. Gromacki said that she did not 

know that Wheel-
er possessed that 
“leave it all out 
on the field” at-
titude when she 
recruited her.

“She will go 
through that 
fence. She is 
only 60 percent 
and still going 
through walls. 
It’s unreal,” Gro-
macki said.

Vieyra, the hu-
man target for 
the Titans, leaves 
as the school’s all-
time leader in the 

hit by pitch category. 
The solid infield defender took 

her tough persona to the field ev-
ery day for CSUF, collecting bruises 
along the way.

“She’s tough, she’ll play through 
injuries … she doesn’t want to talk 
about it,” Gromacki said. “She just 
wants to play. I like that kind of 

kid.”
One of Vieyra’s greatest memories 

on the field was a 4-for-4 perfor-
mance, including two home runs, 
three runs and five RBIs in her soph-
omore season against Big West rival 
Long Beach State.

Her best friend and roommate, 
Munoz, leaves CSUF with a head 
full of memories. 

Everything from playing in the 
NCAA Regionals in her freshman 
year and pulling pranks on the bus, 
to hitting two home runs off of the 
United States National Softball team 
this year.

“You always want to pick that 
right school,” Munoz said. “Com-
ing to Fullerton, it’s exactly that. It 
was everything that I wanted: family, 
the team being so together and tight, 
and that bond, even that [bond] the 
coaches have with the team.”

The upbeat catcher/designated 
player plans to go to chiropractic 
school and said she can probably 
be caught around Anderson Family 
Field in 2009.

For the five women leaving CSUF,  
there will always be a second home 
for them to go home to. After all, 
they are sisters now.

“We go outside of softball … it’s 
something that’s going be with me 
longer that I’ve ever had before,” 
Munoz said. “Friendships. They’re 
my family now, can’t get rid of 
them.”

And that is something the rest of 
the departing seniors would agree 
with.

“

“We go outside of 
softball ... It’s some-
thing that’s going to 
be with me longer 
than I’ve ever had 
before. They’re my 
family now. Can’t get 
rid of them.

– Kiki Munoz,
          Titan Senior
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Advertising
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To place a classified ad, call

714.278.4453
By Fax:
714.278.2702

By Email:
classified@dailytitan.com

By Mail:
The Daily Titan
College Park Bldg.
2600 E. Nutwood Ave. 
Suite 660 
Fullerton, CA. 92831-3110

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 am - 5 pm

Rates:
One insertion, up to 20 words
.........................................$5.50
each additional word........$0.39
12pt Headline...................$1.75
16pt Headline...................$2.50
Border..............................$5.50

• Weekly and monthly rates are 
  also available.
• For classified display ads, 
  please see our rate card for 
  rate information.

Deadlines:
Classified Line Ads:
3 Business days before printing 
  @ 12 noon.
Classified Display Ads:
3 Business days before printing
  @ 12 noon.

Payment:
Please make checks payable 
to: "The Daily Titan" 
We also accept Visa and 
Mastercard

Read the Daily Titan online @
www.dailytitan.com

6500
Help Wanted

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must con-
tain the numbers 1 
to 9; each column 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and 
each set of boxes 
must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU

7400
Houses for Rent/Sale

Sudoku is made possible by the 

people at www.dailysudoku.com

Humorscopes
brought to you by humorscope.com    

 Aries (March 21 - April 19)
  Remember - every cloud has a silver lining,  
 and every problem is an opportunity in dis 
 guise. So next time you see a problem, just  
 imagine it without the fake nose and glasses.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
 Excellent day to study gastroenterology, or  
 possibly to go bowling.

 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
         You will discover a sure-fire method of fool 
 ing all the people, all the time. It will have  
 something to do with Cottage Cheese.

 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
  Your mind will go blank today. You won’t  
 mind -- it’ll be a refreshing change from the  
 raging torrents of thoughts that have been  
 pouring through you lately. Plus, you’ll get  
 to stretch out in a sunbeam and take a nice  
 nap.

 Leo (July 23 - August 22)
 Another excellent day to whittle.

 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
          I’m sorry, I’m not allowed to argue any more,  
 unless you’ve paid.

 Libra (September 22 - October 22)
     You will have a grilled cheese sandwich  
 today, and a bowl of tomato soup. When  
 nobody is looking you will secretly dunk your  
 sandwich.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
 Good day to examine your cuticles. If you  
 do that studiously enough, I’m quite sure  
 nobody will realize you’re not paying any  
 attention.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
         You will declare war on drugs, today, and will  
 glare menacingly at your pharmacist.

Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
 Stay home today, with the curtains drawn  
 and the door locked. Trust me on this one.

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
 Good day to make a face like a rodent,   
 and hold your paws up in front of your chest.  
 When someone asks what you are doing,  
 chitter at them and scurry away.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
  You will be able to get out 
of doing an unpleasant task today, 
by pretending you are a chicken. 

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

TEACHERS/ TUTORS:  After 
school tutoring (ages K-12), high 
Math a plus,
$10-$15+/hr doe, M-F in Aliso 
Viejo, Call Jenia @ 949.305.8700

Marketing Help: TriLeaf 
Marketing at home work, comp. 
skills needed. Pay $150-$700 per 
week. More info 
www.mynetadspro.com

Are you upbeat and outgo-
ing? Would you like to work 
right across the street from the 
Disneyland Parks with fun and 
friendly people just like you? 
Then come and be a part of our 
family at the award winning* 
Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel in 
the Anaheim Resort! We are look-
ing for customer service experts 
with excellent written/phone skills 
to be a part of our Front Desk and 
Reservations Teams. Full time . 
No hotel experience necessary, 
but customer service experience 
is a plus. Pay is $10/hour + perks, 
incentives and benefits! Must 
apply in person. Monday to Friday 
9am-5pm. Check us out at www.
hojoanaheim.com!

Gymnastics/Cheer Coaches/Office 
Personnel Needed
Kidnastics is now hiring flex-
ible part time positions for their 
gymnastics school located in Los 
Alamitos. Competitive pay and 
pension benefits available. Email 
resumes and questions to: chung@
kidnastics.net or contact Chung at 
562-431-1102 ext 104 For addi-
tion information visit us online 
www.kidsnastics.net. 

Successful Real Estate profes-
sional seeking a few select indi-
viduals. Desire to earn over a six 
figure income to start ASAP. My 
company pays $4,000-$10,000 
commission per sale.
Contact: Jonathan Hubbard (949) 
378-0732  
jonathan@westcoastinvestmen-
tsinc.com

$25k/month Business Opportunity
Have you watched the “Secret 
Movie” online? This oppor-
tunity could change your life. 
FullertonCollegeStudents.com

10 reasons to work from home
College student-at home mom-
anyone. Great product-Great 
opportunity. Work around your 
schedule. Thegreatproduct.com/
4healthylife. (909) 509-3059

Private dance lessons!
Lessons in Hip-hop, Popping, and 
break dancing. Taught by Ryan 
Webb aka Future. Call 703-606-
5248 if interested. 

5500
Professional Services

225 FT & PT Jobs
DISNEYLAND
The world’s global food service 
company, Sodexo, is now at 
Disneyland. If food is your pas-
sion, Sodexo is your move. We 
will coordinate with your school 
schedule, offering days, after-
noons, evenings and weekends. 
. FT & PT Culinary Jobs
. Positions for Cooks, Cashiers, 
Drivers and Utility
. Full-Time Jobs (over 30 hrs/wk) 
include benefits
. Free Parking and Disneyland 
Park Pass for all Employees
. Get Paid While You Learn On-
the-Job Skills
Call our Job Hotline today at 
714-343-0016. Pick up and drop 
off applications at the regional 
office: 711 Kimberly Ave., #170, 
Placentia, CA 92870 (off of 
Orangethorpe; for directions call 
716-650-6826 x23650).
EOE.

House 3bd/2b E. Normandy Dr, 
Anaheim Apprx1500sf, Fireplace, 
2 car garage, Large backyard. 
Near freeways: 57, 91, 5, 22, 55... 
Ready mid march. New Kitchen. 
Newly remodeled. Master bed/
bath; newly painted interior. 
Includes fridge, microwave, and 
washer. No dryer, A/C. $2400/m, 
$2400 deposit. Utilities, water, 
garbage not included. Details, call 
Apollo. (760) 271-6465.

Grant Writing Course
Successful Grant Writing 101:
Professional Grant Proposal 
Writing workshop being held in 
Los Angeles, CA April 28-29, 
2008. Please register at www.
pedgrants.com (562) 810-2266.

just read it.

Today’s puzzle
brought to you by:

HAVE A HOME
DISASTER?

then call...

KRM Industries, Inc.

Construction

Insurance Repair
Specialist for damage 
due to ~ FIRE ~ WIND
~ WATER ~ VEHICLE

 ~ LAND SUBSIDENCE.

• 24 Hr. Emergency 
Service

• 30 years experience
• Licensed & bonded
• No job too big or 

too small

Call for
assistance with your 

insurance repair claim. 
Residential •Commercial

Contact Zach Wheeler
(714) 758-9702
License #493090

KRM Industries, Inc.

Construction

FREE

Buy This Condo!
Beautiful Brea 1 br 1 bath com-
puter room condo, move-in 
condition, lowest price in town 
($269,000), Please call Victor/
agent at 714-553-5569, 553-5569.

House-Brand new room-Own 
parking. Located at 91 and state 
college. Cable, internet, Laundry. 
$525/month. Contact William 
(714) 468-3463. 

Save 15%

with CSUF 

student I.D.

2219 N. Harbor Blvd.
Fullerton, CA
714.526.2711

Open 11am-9pm
7 days a week

The Hungry Bear
Restaurant
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