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Suicide in Asian-American women on the rise  
Eliza Noh lectures at the Asian-American Suicide and Depression workshop on Wednesday, Nov. 5 in University Hall. Students and faculty attended the workshop that informed students of the risinng suicide rates. 

BYLAnAE King/For the Daily Titan 

Expert says the rate of 
suicide within the minority 
group increases with age

BY CHRiSTiAn BROWn
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

With many Asian-American 
women feeling pressured to be suc-
cessful, their struggles with depres-
sion and cases of suicide are on the 
rise nationwide. Last Wednesday, 
Cal State Fullerton Asian-American See SUICIDE, Page 2

BY CHRiSTEE LEMOnS
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

After months of negotiating a 
labor agreement that has yet to be 
finalized, the union representing 
CSU academic student employees 
authorized a strike against the CSU 
last Friday.

Negotiations between both parties 
will continue tomorrow even though 
the union filed unfair labor practice 
charges with the California Public 
Employment Relations Board.

The labor agreement was sched-
uled to be finalized in September, 
but has been delayed because both 
parties have not agreed on a fee waiv-
er that would allow its members’

BY JOEL ROSARiO
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Native wisdom meets

Joseph M. Cervantes is a man of faith and a man of science.
As a child, he listened to his grandmother, a “curandera” or 

native healer, talk about how the animals and plants spoke to her 
while drinking herbal tea, which instilled in him a sense of well-
being.

From the ninth grade until he turned 21, Cervantes studied to 
be a priest, learning the philosophy and theology of the Catholic 
church. These experiences with religion and spirituality “haunt-
ed” him as he studied for his doctoral degree. 

Now a clinical psychologist and Cal State Fullerton counseling 
professor, Cervantes combines the worlds of psychology, religion 
and spirituality.

See LABOR DISPUTE, Page 2

CSUF to go green

studies professor Eliza Noh shared 
stories about crisscrossing the coun-
try to discover the root of this social 
epidemic.

Sponsored by the CSUF Women’s 
Center, the presentation, “Asian-
American Suicide and Depression: 
Voices of Women Survivors,” high-
lighted the sobering statistics found 
during Noh’s research, while also of-
fering hope for those struggling with 
thoughts of suicide.

With figures displayed on Power-
Point slides behind her, Noh shared 
with the audience of nearly two 

dozen students and faculty members 
that suicide was the second-leading 
cause of death among Asian-Amer-
ican women ages 15 to 24 in 2004, 
according to the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s most re-
cent statistics.  

The CDC also reports that in 
2004, 16.8 percent of all Asian-
American deaths that occur between 
the ages of 25-34 are suicides.

“For Asian-American women the 
rate of suicide increases with age,” 
Noh said. “Many don’t know these 
figures.”

During her studies, Noh inter-
viewed more than 40 women bat-
tling with depression and suicidal 
thoughts, and discovered common 
cultural influences that made these 
emotions more common among the 
Asian-American population, espe-
cially in women.

“Most women explicitly cited 
model minority pressures,” Noh 
said. “They feel there is so much they 
have to live up to.”

Noh described the life of “Gabri-
elle,” one of her subjects whose full 
name was kept confidential. The 

twenty-something Korean woman 
cut herself, believing it was the only 
way to express her depression.

The stories of each woman pro-
vided an anecdotal image of what 
causes suicides in Asian-American 
culture. With such high expecta-
tions set for most Asian-American 
children, many who peak below the 
mark experience hopelessness and 
bouts of depression.

“It’s something you would never 
think would happen to your child,”  

Workers 
threaten 
to strike

BY LAURA OLSEn
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Fifteen CSUs are planning to install solar 
energy; experts say it’s cleaner and cheaper

The CSU is reducing “dirty power” and replac-
ing it with an innovative go-green approach by 
partnering up with SunEdison and having solar 
energy panels installed on 15 CSU campuses.

Cal State Fullerton could have solar panels 
providing 5 to 6 percent of the university’s elec-
tricity sometime next year, according to Willem 
van der Pol, director of CSUF’s Physical Plant, 
who also said the panels may not be installed un-
til 2010.

“It is a more sustainable way of generating 
power,” van der Pol said. “It’s cleaner and cheap-
er. Those two things combined are what is excit-
ing to me. We are in tough budget times and we 
need to be more sustainable.”

Oct. 20, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger signed 
the Power Purchase Agreement, which will allow 
SunEdison to finance, build and operate solar 
panels for 20 years, according to the Environ-
ment News Service.

The CSUF solar power installation is part of a 
statewide project throughout the CSU. On Oct. 
21, the governor went to Cal State Dominguez 
Hills to announce the partnership with SunEdi-
son. CSUF is part of that same project, van der 
Pol said.

“I think it’s good to implement solar panels 
now because a lot of our energy sources come 

from oil and more expensive non-renewable re-
sources. This will create a better outcome for the 
future,” sociology major Debbie Ortiz, 26, said.

The CSU has been working with SunEdison 
since 2006, according to the Environment News 
Service. The solar power purchase agreement is 
expected to yield 20 megawatts of renewable en-
ergy for California. 

“As long as the solar panel installation won’t 
cost more money, it sounds like a good plan for 
reducing global warming,” 21-year-old advertis-
ing major Brad Dowies said.

One of the best perks for the CSU system is 
that the solar panels will also be a way to save 
money during the current economic crisis.

“There are no up-front costs for the new solar 
energy panels and they take advantage of space 
that is already available,”  Erik Fallis, media rela-
tions specialist for the CSU Chancellor’s office, 
said.

SunEdison will be setting up and maintaining 
the energy absorbing solar panels free of cost and 
later on, the CSU will buy back the energy from 
SunEdison at or below the current cost of nonre-
newable energy on campus, Fallis said.

Although initial plans call for solar panels on 
carports in the parking structure on Nutwood 
Avenue, CSUF is considering placing similar 

panels on future structures.
“When we build the new (parking) structure 

in lot E, we are considering having a similar in-
stallation put in on that structure. We are also 
looking at having solar panels installed on the 
new student housing,” van der Pol said.

The CSU’s goal is to be more sustainable in its 
practices and help out the environment by reus-
ing and recycling energy, according to Fallis. It is 
currently one of three state entities participating 
in the energy saving agreement. Others include 
Caltrans, state mental hospitals and prisons, Fal-
lis said.

modern psychotherapy
Campus Life

Sizing up Jimmy Fallon, 
Conan’s heir apparent

Demonic hilarity in 
‘Tickle Me Elmo on fire’

SCHAUMBURG, Ill. (MCT) 
- Watching Jimmy Fallon strut 
his stuff onstage is two cans of 
Red Bull and a caffeine pill chas-
er for the psyche. He is a blur of 
boundless energy, elastic voiced, a 
troubadour satirist with a guitar.

In March, the “Saturday 
Night Live” alumnus inherits 
NBC’s vice presidency of late-
night television. As “The Tonight 
Show” swears in President Conan 
O’Brien, Fallon will take over 
“Late Night’s” 12:35 a.m. EST 
slot.

Let’s not play down the mo-
ment: Since 1982, only two men 
O’Brien and David Letterman 
have taken the helm of NBC’s 
late-night talk fest. It’s a once-
in-a-generation seismic reshuf-
fling of the late-night landscape, 
known for its long stretches of 
dormancy. 

“Definitely there’s a pressure 
about it,” Fallon said between sets 
Saturday. “You don’t want to let 
anybody down.”

A group of bored kids set fire 
to their tickled Elmo and create a 
strange and devlish scene.

Seems like a waste of a Christ-
mas gift but Elmo thinks it’s 
funny, too.  You’ll be surprised at 
how long Elmo keeps up the joke.  
Definitely worth a few minutes of 
procrastination time.

Want Titan football back?  
Show your support this Satur-
day by tailgating with students, 
alumni and community members 
in Lot G outside the Titan Base-
ball field. The pregame tailgate 
party prior to the Fullerton Col-
lege Football game will take place 
between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  The 
Fullerton College Hornets will 
be hosting Santa Ana College for 
their homecoming game after-
wards at 1 p.m. at Titan Stadium, 
Hornets Head Coach Tim Byrnes 
is a former Titan football player.   

This tailgate and show of sup-
port is not limited to just stu-
dents. Anyone who supports 
the return of Cal State Fullerton 
Football – students, alumni, pro-
spective students and community 
members – are welcome to at-
tend.

Students, alumni, and com-
munity members are encouraged 
to wear a BringBackTitanFoot-
ball shirt or any CSUF parapher-
nalia.  This is an opportunity for 
those who support the program 
to show the university that we 
want football back.
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For The record
It is the policy of the daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. errors on the opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor david carrillo at 714-278-5815 or at 
execeditor@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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IN oTher NewS
Obama’s victory stirs Europeans to deal with race

Auto leaders will make case to Congress for aid

LONDON (MCT) – For months before Barack obama’s election last week, 
his popularity ratings in europe soared to levels never matched in america. Now 
that obama is headed to the oval office as the first african-american president, 
his victory is prompting europeans to confront some uncomfortable questions 
about race within their own countries.

In Britain, the head of the government’s equality and human rights com-
mission sparked a public debate for saying that a minority politician as “brilliant” 
as obama would struggle to “break through the institutional stranglehold on 
power within the Labor Party.” “The problem is not the electorate, the problem 
is the machine,” Trevor Phillips, who is black, told The Times of London. “It’s in-
stitutional racism” that extends beyond a single political party, he said. In France, 
meanwhile, the wife of President Nicolas Sarkozy has thrown her support behind 
a new campaign that seeks to wipe out racism and end the white stranglehold 
on France’s elite political and social institutions. carla Bruni-Sarkozy, a musician 
and former model, is backing a manifesto published over the weekend that is 
subtitled “oui, nous pouvons!” (French for “Yes, we can!”). 

obama’s victory “highlights via a cruel contrast the shortcomings of the 
French republic, and the distance that separates us from a country whose citi-
zens knew how to go beyond the racial question and elect a man who happens to 
be black as president,” the statement said.

WASHINGTON (MCT) – congress will hold a hearing on Nov. 19 to 
consider a $25 billion bailout of detroit’s automakers, calling the chiefs of 
general Motors corp., Ford Motor co, chrysler LLc and the Uaw to 
testify, rep. Barney Frank, d-Mass., said wednesday.

Frank, chairman of the house committee on Financial Services, said he 
was crafting a bill to provide the industry with $25 billion in loans from 
the second half of the $700 billion set-aside for a financial industry bailout. 
house Speaker Nancy Pelosi said Tuesday that the house would consider 
such a bill during its lame-duck session next week.

The white house and Treasury Secretary henry Paulson said wednesday 
that the financial bailout money was needed to stabilize markets, and he 
suggested speeding the $25 billion in retooling loans as a way to help the 
industry instead. But Frank said he expected the Bush administration to go 
along with his proposal.

INTerNaTIoNaL

NaTIoNaL

Google stock below $300 mark
SAN FRANCISCO (MCT) – analysts who follow google Inc. cut their 

estimates for the Internet giant’s fourth-quarter financial results wednesday, 
as the company’s shares dipped below the $300 mark for the first time in 
more than three years. analysts cited evidence that Mountain View, calif.-
based google, like other Internet companies, is suffering from a marked 
slowdown in online advertising amid the ongoing financial crisis.

citigroup analyst Mark Mahaney said in a note to clients that search-en-
gine marketers, which help place advertisements with Internet search com-
panies such as google, have been telling him that they “almost universally 
expect (the fourth quarter) to be the weakest they have ever experienced.”

while maintaining a buy recommendation on google shares, Mahaney 
cut by 3 percent his estimates for both the company’s fourth-quarter profit 
and net revenue, to $5.03 a share and $4.16 billion, respectively.

analysts on average expect google to post earnings excluding special items 
of $5.12 a share for the quarter ending in december, as well as $4.3 billion in 
net revenue, according to estimates compiled by FactSet research.

STaTe

Treasury shifts target of Wall Street rescue plan

Greeks strut for a  cause

greek organizations team 
up for event aimed at 
helping disabled

By amy dempSey
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

Members of sororities from UC Irivine, Cal State Fullerton and Long Beach State strut their stuff at the Miss Push America Pageant organized by Pi Kappa Phi. Proceeds from the 
event help people with disabilities. From left: Kara Treds, Aston Storten, Brooke Taylor and Emily Solomon. 

By Brad goldman/for the daily Titan 

The cal State Fullerton Pi Kappa 
Phi chapter raised $6,700 Tuesday 
night during its fourth annual Miss 
Push america Pageant in the Titan 
Student Union.

The pageant is the fraternity’s an-
nual philanthropy event, which ben-
efits Push america, an organization 
whose objective is to enhance the 
quality of life for people with dis-
abilities, according to Mike rahavi, 
Pi Kappa Phi Push america chair-
man.

rahavi also said Pi Kappa Phi 
gives 25 percent of its fundraising 
proceeds to the office of disabled 
Student Services on campus.

SUICIde: profeSSor gaTherS STaTISTICS
From Page 1

Noh said. “Parents need to learn 
from the perspective of their chil-
dren.”

Unfortunately, in most cases, 
those suffering say nothing.

“a lot of them were silent about 
their pain ... ,”  Noh said. “If it didn’t 
come out verbally – it did through 
self-destructive behaviors.”

Noh did uncover many unique 
ways these women dealt with their 

pain, frustration and loneliness. 
Most women used diverse healing 
strategies such as journal writing, 
artistic expression, spiritual faith, 
alternative forms of medication and 
meditation as a way to approach re-
covery.

Noh shared the example of a 
young asian-american woman 
raised in a white family who took 
up Korean drumming as a form of 
therapy.

For antonia Maldonado, co-fa-

cilitator of Para Mujeres, a women’s 
discussion group sponsored by the 
women’s center, the workshop re-
vealed an issue experienced by all 
women.

“They don’t feel comfortable 
opening up,” she said. “If you’re not 
a part of human services, you don’t 
hear about these things.”

communications major astrid 
guerra, 19, left the workshop ques-
tioning why the issue of suicide is 
avoided in mainstream american 

culture.
“I knew that it was a big thing,” 

said guerra while shaking her head. 
“But it’s never talked about.”

Noh encouraged those facing 
depression and suicidal thoughts to 
seek help.

“Most think they’re the only one 
going through that,” Noh said. “Talk 
about it. Maybe not with a psychol-
ogist, but find a pastor, loved one or 
friend.”

laBor dISpUTe: UnIon ConSIderS STrIke
From Page 1

“Push america is really important 
to our fraternity,” rahavi said. “we 
realize there are people with disabili-
ties on campus, and want to get in-
volved with making 
things more acces-
sible.”

The organization 
was founded in 1977 
by Pi Kappa Phi 
members. Pi Kappa 
Phi chapters from 
all over the United 
States contribute to 
the organization, ra-
havi said. 

Florescent signs 
stuck out of the crowd 
as sorority members 
strutted their stuff 
down the runway 
during Tuesday night’s pageant. 

The event consisted of six catego-
ries, including Pi Kappa Phi spirit 
outfit, talent, formal wear, sports-
wear and a question and answer por-

tion about disabilities, according to 
rahavi.

The eight participants were wom-
en from cSUF, Uc Irvine and Long 

Beach State 
sororities.

V a n e s s a 
Prado, a com-
munications 
major and al-
pha delta Pi 
member, was 
a contestant in 
the pageant for 
the first time. 

In the talent 
portion of the 
competition, 
she performed 
a dance to 
Britney Spears’ 

“womanizer.” alpha delta Pi’s main 
philanthropy is the ronald Mcdon-
ald house, but it is important that 
people with disabilities have access 
to everything able-bodied people 

have access to, Prado said.
“This is a really great philanthropy 

organization,” Prado said. “The en-
tire night is about raising money, not 
only for Push america, but also for 
other charities.”

cSUF and Pi Kappa Phi alumnus 
Steve Toney started the Push amer-
ica pageant four years ago after he 
was made philanthropy chair of his 
fraternity. 

according to Toney, it was diffi-
cult to get other fraternity members 
motivated to raise money. he creat-
ed the pageant to get people excited 
about philanthropy.

“The pageant was a fun and com-
petitive way to make money,” Toney 
said.

Toney added that the event has 
gotten bigger each year.

emily Solomon from gamma Phi 
Beta was crowned Miss Push amer-
ica as her sorority sisters and friends 
cheered her on.

school fees to be waived, said 
James Banks, president of Uaw Lo-
cal 4123.

The International Union, United 
automobile, aerospace and agricul-
tural Implement workers of amer-
ica (Uaw) Local 4123 represents 
6,000 undergraduate and graduate 
students, 250 to 300 being cal State 
Fullerton student employees, who 
are cSU-employed tutors, graduate 
assistants and teaching assistants.

“Me and everyone else working 
there is making $1.80 an hour,” 
said reyna Velarde, teacher’s associ-
ate and vice president of the union’s 
district 4. 

Velarde’s district includes cSUF, 
Long Beach State, cal State San 
Marcos and San diego State. “on 
paper hourly student employees 
make $11.95 an hour across the 
board. after we pay fees we only 
make $1.80 an hour.”

while the cSU representatives 

School pays for good grades

agree on the importance of these 
workers, they said that the current 
state budget cuts make this agree-
ment unfeasible. 

according to a memo posted on 
the cSU web 
site, the gover-
nor proposed 
mid-year cuts 
for the cSU’s 
current 2008-
09 budget to-
taling $66.3 
million. 

The cSU 
budget was 
already $215 
million below 
its operable 
amount, the 
web site states.

“Uaw would like us to provide 
them with a fee waiver for the em-
ployees, quite frankly we cannot af-
ford it,” said Teresa ruiz, public af-
fairs communications specialist. “It’s 
about $8-11 million per academic 

year. In the middle of the budget 
crisis there is no room for us to pay 
for that.”

Since negotiations over the fee 
waiver started, the union is claiming 

that the cSU has 
violated numerous 
labor practices that 
prevent both nego-
tiating teams from 
reaching an agree-
ment.

Banks said that 
unfair labor practice 
charges were filed 
because the cSU 
has unlawfully can-
celed bargaining 
dates, sent people to 
the bargaining table 

who lack the authority to bargain, 
withheld critical information and 
stalled bargaining with the Uaw 
until bargaining agreements with 
other unions are met.

The issue is that the university is 
not negotiating fairly, said Scott Bai-

ley clifthorne, international repre-
sentative of Uaw.

“we want the university to stop 
negotiating unfairly so we can start 
negotiating fairly,” he said.

In addition to the charges being 
filed, the union bargaining team 
has authorized a strike and has an-
nounced on its web site that it will 
give members a 24-hour notice be-
fore the strike begins. Members have 
already begun preparing for a poten-
tial strike.

“There are strike picket sheets go-
ing around,” Velarde said. “we’ve 
been asking people to sign up for 
picket shifts in case a strike were to 
occur.”

Union members helping with the 
strike will be paid $200 a week if 
they work at least 20 hours making 
signs, picketing and doing other ac-
tivities related to the strike, Velarde 
said.

Both negotiating teams will meet 
tomorrow at 1 p.m. in the cSU 
chancellor’s office in Long Beach.  

“

“we’ve been ask-
ing people to sign up 
for picket shifts in 
case a strike were to 
occur. 

– reyna Velarde
         teacher’s associate

“

“The entire night 
is about raising mon-
ey, not only for Push 
america, but also for 
other charities. 

– Vanessa Prado
         communications major

Teaneck, NJ (McT) – how much 
is an a worth?

well, if you happen to be a stu-
dent at Teaneck (N.J.) high School, 
the answer could be 10 percent off 
lunch at Smokey Joe’s BBQ, or per-
haps a discounted rental at Block-
buster.

The school recently started the 
renaissance Program, in which stu-
dents who perform well academically 
and don’t violate school rules receive 
rewards cards that can be used at lo-
cal businesses and school functions. 

The program is limited to fresh-
men and sophomores, but will ex-
pand to 11th grade next year and 
then to 12th grade the year after 
that.

“It helps attendance, it helps with 

student performance, it helps with 
student grades,” said school board 
President henry Pruitt.

The program, which was created 
by Josten’s, a manufacturer of year-
books, class rings and other educa-
tion-related items, has been adopted 
by schools throughout the country. 
In northern New Jersey, Bergenfield 
high School has participated since 
2005.

“one of the main values is that 
it partners the community with the 
school,” said hank Sinatra, the prin-
cipal at Bergenfield, who came to an 
assembly in Teaneck announcing its 
launch. “on our side, to get these 
things, you have to come to school 
every day, on time, get good grades 
and stay out of trouble.
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‘It’s Privilege to Pee’
 “urinetown The Musi-
cal” plays amid laughter

By Jesica eastman
Daily Titan Staff Writer
features@dailytitan.com

While the title of Cal state Ful-
lerton Theatre and Dance Depart-
ment’s production of “urinetown 
The Musical” leaves little to be de-
sired, the student- produced musical 
opening this weekend in the Young 
Theatre promises to be an untradi-
tional theater experience highlighted 
with classic comedy and occasional 
potty humor.

Written by Mark Hollman and 
Greg Kotis, “urinetown is a smart 
and funny tribute to the musical 
comedy genre,” said Brian rickel, 
theatre arts graduate student and 
member of the theater department’s 
marketing annex.

set in a city of the future, urine-
town’s story explores a world where 
severe water shortages have made it 
illegal to own private toilets; a world 
where its inhabitants are forced to 
“pay-to-pee” at “public amenities,” 
rickel said.

The story’s narrator, Officer Lock-
stock, played by Jeff Martin, tells the 
tale of corporate giant urine Good 
Company and their greedy hold of 
the pay-to pee services of “urine-
town.” 

The story’s hero Bobby strong, 
played by Jesse Bradley, leads the 

revolution against uGC and in the 
process manages to fall in love with 
the daughter of the greedy villain. 

after Bobby’s death, the daughter 
leads the charge against her father 
and his company with a rousing 
anthem that speaks of a day when 
everyone is able to pee freely, rickel 
said.

Themes of good versus evil, greed, 
and capitalism will not distract from 
the fact that the musical is a com-
edy.

“The audience can expect to see a 
dark comedy,” said eve Himmelhe-
ber, assistant professor of theater at 
CsuF and director of the produc-
tion. 

“The comedy for the most part oc-
curs in the form of parody and satire 
and irony, with some dark humor 
hidden below the glossy surface.”

When “urinetown” hit broadway 
it was hailed as being an untradi-
tional musical. 

One way this is accomplished is 
by incorporating parodies of popu-
lar musicals.

The show parodies the style of 
many familiar musicals including 
“Fiddler on the roof,” “West side 
story,” “evita” and “Les Miserables,” 
Himmelheber said.  

The student run and produced 
show has created a large-scale mu-
sical by assigning multiple roles for 
the actors.

The majority of the cast is double 
cast, meaning they play one charac-
ter in one scene and another charac-

ter in a different scene. 
There are even a few cast mem-

bers who are triple cast, meaning 
they play three different characters 
within the show, Himmelheber 
said.

The cast and crew have been re-
hearsing for this production since 
the end of september. Yet according 
to Patrick Ortiz, a sophomore mu-
sical theatre major who is cast as a 
double-role in the production, the 
show is constantly evolving.

“The actors bring something new 
to every run-through and I laugh 
inside every time we perform it,” he 
said.

The award-winning Theatre and 
Dance Department has worked tire-
lessly to put on an excellent show.

“I’m always surprised to hear 
about students and faculty and staff 
on campus who don’t even know we 
have theater productions, let alone 
the quality of productions that have 
come to be our hallmark with crit-
ics and audiences alike. We have the 
Broadway stars of tomorrow right 
here in their backyard,” Himmelhe-
ber said.

tickets are available through the 
Theatre and Dance Department’s 
event listings on the CsuF Web 
site (http://www.fullerton.edu/arts/
events/index.htm). 

tickets, which are $18 in advance 
with titan student discount, are ex-
pected to sell out, so advanced reser-
vations are encouraged. The produc-
tion runs through Dec. 7.

at ‘fake frat’ the party must go on

tsU toy Drive kicks off

U. Michigan (UWIRE) – It all 
started on a quiet sunday afternoon 
in a West Quad dorm room, a cou-
ple of guys nursing a hangover and 
tossing back a few beers, trying to 
decide where they were going to live 
the next year.

and now, seven years later, a 
house stands on state street, among 
fraternity senior houses and other 
football saturday pregame hot 
spots, with the letters BOX above its 
door. Modeled in jest after its Greek 
neighbors, the “fake frat” has been 
passed down through three genera-
tions of residents who were selected 
by their predecessors to protect 
the sacred trust of the BOX house 
brotherhood: throw huge parties.

engineering senior Brian russel, 
who lives in BOX house now, said 
the house’s original residents were a 
large group of friends who decided 
not to rush fraternities but wanted a 
similar lifestyle. 

“It was kind of anti-frat,” he said. 
“It was, why would I pay money to 
be in a frat when I can just make 
my own friends and do whatever I 
want, have all the benefits of being 
in a frat without actually being in 
a frat?”

John Mittelbach, who helped 
start the “fake frat” with longtime 
friend tom Champion in 2001, 
said the BOX house was founded 
on principles of unconventionality 
and creativity. “The whole idea be-
hind BOX was to provide a forum 
for novel behavior and friendship,” 
Mittelbach said.

The group, originally made up of 
more than 40 people, bought a cou-
ple of houses in the same area, one 
on arch street, a house on Hoover 
and another on McKinley, with the 
main location at 933 state street — 
the house known today as the origi-
nal BOX house.

Beyond just novelty, BOX housers 
take their house traditions seriously, 
and in their few short years of exis-
tence they have racked up enough 
of them to rival any fraternity.

From keg walking, the house’s 
way of discarding empty kegs by 
riding them – logrolling style – 
across state street, to street danc-
ing, where housemates crowd the 
intersection of state and Hoover 
and jump around every time Out-
Kast’s “Hey Ya” 
comes on at one 
of their tailgates, it 
takes a special skill 
set to live at BOX 
house.

But rather than 
the many pregame 
rituals involving 
massive amounts 
of alcohol, Mit-
telbach said his 
favorite tradition 
doesn’t require 
a keg. “although the BOX house 
might be best known for the party-
ing, one of my favorite traditions 
was the Thanksgiving dinner we 
had,” he said. “BOX members from 
the various houses we lived in were 
each responsible for a dish, which 
led to a meal of epic proportions.”

Over the years, the BOX house 
has often been mistaken at times for 
a real fraternity, at times attracting 
freshmen asking how to get a bid. 

“I walked by one of the frats on 
state street one time on my way to 
class and I just saw all these pledges 
outside raking leaves,” he said. “If 
you need to rake somebody’s leaves 
for them to accept you, why don’t 
you just come down to BOX house 
and have a beer. I’ll buy you a beer.” 
Home of the three-story beer bong.

Vince McKeon, a 2008 university 
graduate who moved into the apart-

ment this fall, said the beer bong 
has been a trademark of the football 
saturday party spot for as long as he 
can remember. “ever since I was a 
student here, four years ago now, it 
was definitely around when I came 
here, and I used to come here during 
high school and it was around then 
too,” he said.  McKeon signed 
for the apartment with the expecta-
tion of continuing the tradition, but 
when he and his roommate, 2008 

university gradu-
ate James John-
son, moved in at 
the beginning of 
the school year 
they were sur-
prised at what 
they saw, or rath-
er, didn’t see. The 
beer bong, which 
they expected to 
come with the 
apartment, was 
missing.

But that didn’t stop McKeon and 
his roommate. They immediately 
started looking for supplies, and 
after purchasing 40 feet of clear 
plastic tubing and an orange funnel, 
were ready to continue the tradition 
for before the first football game of 
the season.

The state street beer bong has 
serviced the needs of many Michi-
gan tailgaters over the years, from 
college freshman eager to impress 
their friends, to returning alumni 
reliving their glory days at the uni-
versity. McKeon said he has even 
heard of grandmothers stepping up 
to the plate and downing a beer or 
two with their grandkids.

anyone walking by is welcome to 
have a go at the bong, McKeon said. 
although, he warns that it’s not the 
same as drinking from a normal beer 
bong.  On a street known through-

out campus for cramped, littered 
sidewalks, shoe-covered power lines 
and raging block parties, one house 
stands out far above the rest.

a medium-sized brick house with 
a whitewashed porch and dried up 
front lawn, hidden behind two 
looming trees in the front yard, 940 
Greenwood ave. represents exactly 
what it means to live on the street 
that hosts the infamous Greenwood 
Block Party. Business school se-
nior roshan reddy moved into the 
house as a sophomore with a group 
of friends who were desperate to get 
away from the law and order of the 
residence halls.

reddy said they signed the lease 
knowing Greenwood was a popular 
student street, but they had no idea 
just how crazy it could be.

twice a year, once on the last 
Thursday before fall semester be-
gins and again after winter semester 
ends, Greenwood throws a block 
party boasting an attendance of 
more than a thousand students.

traffic is blocked. Water balloons 
are thrown. People climb trees. 
Fireworks go off. Cops write cita-
tions en masse. absolute mayhem 
ensues. One rule: if you live on the 
street you better have a keg on your 
porch.

“

“The whole idea 
behind BOX was to 
provide a forum for 
novel behavior and 
friendship.

– John Mittelbach,
        Original Member

On a table in the tsu lobby, 
there is a bowl that contains 
sheets of paper with children’s 
names printed on them who 
wish for a gift from a Cal state 
Fullerton santa.

 The titan toy Drive, which 
started  Nov. 3 and runs through 
Dec. 12 is reaching out to stu-
dents for donations to under-
privileged children this holiday 
season. 

The drive will help approxi-
mately 80 Orange County chil-
dren between the ages of 7 and 
14.

according to emilee Hess, 
Camp titan’s director of camper 
management, the drive donates 
to children who live in Orange 
County, mainly northern Or-
ange County and surrounding 
communities including Fuller-
ton.

M. Pamela skawin, informa-
tion and services manager in 
the tsu, who coordinates the 
toy drive, said that last year 778 
toys were collected and she has 
high hopes to surpass the num-
ber this season.

“Last year a man and woman 
donated $250 and it allowed 
us to buy six bicycles at target, 
and target discounted us and 
we were able to buy seven. We 
had a drawing and seven people 
in the group 
received new 
bikes,” skawin 
said.

Bus inesses 
such as uni-
versal studios, 
have also been 
known to do-
nate numerous 
toys.

“This is my 
second year 
working here 
and going through the titan 
toy Drive, I think it’s wonder-
ful,” said Karina Magana, liberal 
studies major who also works at 
the tsu information and ser-
vices desk. 

she also mentioned that stu-
dents, faculty members and 

community members come to the 
tsu to donate toys. 

Once the toys 
are collected, a 
holiday party 
is thrown by 
the toy drive to 
hand children 
gifts. 

This year the 
holiday party 
will be held on 
Dec. 13 in  tsu 
Pavilion C.

“The parents 
are present and 

there are a variety of reactions,” 
Hess said. 

“Mostly being at the holiday 
party is like reliving your own 
best holiday all over again. The 
joy and happiness in their eyes is 
magical and truly makes you able 
to appreciate how amazing it is to 

just volunteer and be able to help 
others.” 

Camp titan, an organiza-
tion that helps underprivileged 
children throughout the year, is 
working to help students step out 
of their comfort zone and help 
those who are less fortunate, Hess 
said.

“It helps students change their 
perspective about being in college 
and how different life could be. 

The toy drive is just a way for 
students to give of themselves,” 
Hess said.

Donating a toy to the toy drive 
is simple. 

select a name tag from the ti-
tan toy Drive train display in the 
tsu, purchase the toy for a boy 
or girl age 7 to 14, and return the 
unwrapped toy with the name tag 
to the tsu information and ser-
vices desk.

healing: spiritUal traDitionsToy display is located in the Titan Student Union lobby, Donations for the Toy Drive 
will be taken until December 12. 

By Kiley stephens/For the Daily titan

By Diana corpUs
Daily Titan Staff Writer
features@dailytitan.com

Organizers of last years 
toy drive saw 778 toys 
donated; this year the 
goal is for more

“
“The toy drive is 
another way for the 
students of Cal state 
Fullerton to reach 
out. 

– emile Hess,
          Camp titan Director

From Page 1

Cervantes shared his background 
and spoke about the newly released 
book he co-edited, “Latina/o Heal-
ing Practices: Mestizo and Indig-
enous Practices” with a group of 
approximately 20 on Wednesday in 
the conference room at the Women’s 
Center and adult re-entry Center. 
titan shops employees were selling 
copies of the book at the presenta-
tion for $70.

up until about ten years ago, psy-
chology did not address religion and 
spirituality, according to Cervantes. 
as a psychology intern in the ‘70s, 
Cervantes interviewed a man who 
would not share his deep involve-
ment with the church unless Cer-
vantes turned off the tape recorder. 
The man feared the reaction of Cer-
vantes’ supervisor.

according to Cervantes, there are 
many similarities between native 
healers and psychotherapists; both 

are creators of healing imagery.
Cervantes said he visited a power-

ful healer at a village in the forests of 
Guatemala. The man, who spoke an 
indigenous language Cervantes did 
not know, sat down with him and 
arranged beads. Cervantes thought 
of the method as a different way of 
being clinically assessed, “a way to 
connect with your unspoken dimen-
sion from another level.”

Cervantes counsels with the 
use of sage, an “indigenous aroma 
that cleanses the environment,” to 
help trauma patients “feel more at 
peace.”

“The essence (of healers and 
psychotherapists) is still much the 
same,” Cervantes said.

The audience also shared their 
experiences with religion and spiri-
tuality.

antonia Maldonado, a human 
services major, wanted to see more 
presentations about Latino spiritual-
ity after participating in a medita-

tion at a recent conference.
“I liked how he added spirituality 

and culture to the whole counseling 
aspect,” Maldonado said.

Cervantes discussed the Day of 
the Dead with the audience, a Mexi-
can holiday recently observed (Nov. 
1-2) that celebrates, as opposed to 
mourns, those who have died.

taryn Manuel, a human services 
major, thought Cervantes spoke 
with a “soothing and relaxing” 
voice yet maintained her attention. 
Despite the calming nature of Cer-
vantes’ voice, she never wanted to 
fall asleep.

“It made me think,” Manuel said. 
“I want to explore different religions 
and understand different outlooks 
and practices.”

although many of his experiences 
were in Latino culture, Cervantes 
stressed that religion and spirituality 
are not unique to Latinos.

“It’s a major part of human devel-
opment,” he said.
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Former indie rockers new 
album “Not Only... But 
Also” goes mainstream

by Skyler blair
Daily Titan Staff Writer

detour@dailytitan.com

Things have been going well for 
The 88, the Los Angeles based trio 
whose newest album “Not Only… 
But Also” was released on October 
28 under major label Island Re-
cords. 

The album is a concentration of 
shining melodies and catchy ear-
worms that may leave you suffering 
from repetuneitis long after you stop 
listening.

Whether you know it or not, you 
have probably heard the memorable 
neo-British invasion style of The 88 
before. 

Their sugar-laced pop-rock music 
has been seamlessly integrated into 
numerous popular television and 
film spots from “The OC” to “You, 
Me and Dupree,” as well as Sears and 
Target commercials.

“It’s just funny,” said keyboardist 
Adam Merrin, “because people say 
we made the perfect soundtracks 
for films and we don’t sit down and 
try to do that, we just try to make 
the music that we like, and I guess 
people seem to think it does work 
really well.”

With “Not Only… But Also,” 
The 88 have left the embraces of 
their indie roots to join up with Is-
land Records to produce their third 
full-length album. 

The mighty promotional push of 
being under a major label is already 
taking effect with The 88. 

Their jumpy single “Go Go Go” 
was featured on iTunes Single of the 
Week on Oct. 20, and their foot-
stomping hit “Sons and Daughters” 
is available for download on Rock 
Band 2.

“(Island Records) definitely have 
a lot more power than what we’re 
used to,” Merrin said. “We did a mu-

Above: The three members of The 88 – Keith Slettedahl, Adam Merrin and Anthony Zimmitti. Below: Cover art for their newest album, “Not Only... But Also.” 
photoS CourteSy www.the88.net

sic video for ‘Go Go Go’ a couple 
weeks ago and sent it to Island and 
they had it featured on MSN within 
a week. They got our single featured 
on iTunes and had over 350,000 
downloads.”

“Not Only… But Also” was 
produced by the notable Kenneth 
“Babyface” Edmonds and Matt 
Wallace, who added their own style 
as well as assisting in accentuating 
specific parts of the band’s sound, 
according to lead singer Keith Slet-
tedahl.

“On this record we worked with 
producers who have a definite style 
and approach that certainly made its 
way onto the record. We went into 
the experience very open-minded 
with the intention of trying some-
thing different,” Slettedahl said.

The transition to a major label 
can sometime constrict the creative 
processes of musicians, but appar-
ently not for The 88, who are so far, 
pleased with their new collabora-
tors.

“I think the biggest switch is run-
ning everything up the flagpole. As 
an indie band, if there was some-
thing we wanted to do we just did 
it. With that said, Island has pretty 
much let us do whatever we want-
ed in terms of creativity. It’s been 
good so far,” Anthony Zimmitti, the 
band’s drummer, said.

For those interested in catching a 
live performance by The 88, you can 
catch them tonight at Detroit Bar in 
Costa Mesa. The band Satisfaction 
will be opening and The 88 should 
be on by 10 p.m.

‘The 88’ branch out to a new sound 
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Online exclusives
For an exclusive review of the newest album by The 88, check 
out www.dailytitan.com/detour. While there, take a look at 
more photos from Saturday’s “A Night in Fullerton.”

by nate jaCkSon
Daily Titan Detour Editor

detour@dailytitan.com

A walk down the bustling streets 
of Santa Ana is going to get a little 
more intense this weekend as a wave 
of local culture swells through the 
heart of Orange County. 

The 2008 Sound Downtown 
Music and Arts Festival takes place 
this Saturday from 2 p.m. to 2 a.m., 
bringing with it a flood of over 50 
national and local artists and musi-
cians for a one-day festival of sights 
and sounds.

Pitted in the heart of a dozen re-
vered local bars, art galleries, theaters 
and restaurants, Sound Downtown 
offers the sonic flurry of a summer 
concert with the soul of a family 
affair. Meander through the down-
town plaza and stumble on to ev-
erything from bold canvas creations 
by contemporary designer Shepard 
Fairey to the free wheeling hip-hop 
antics of Ikey Owens and his band 
Look Daggers. 

Other major players on the live 
music roster include (International) 
Noise Conspiracy, The Entrance 
Band and Sparrow Love Crew. And 
unlike the sprawling scene of a 
typical Coachella or Bonaroo Festi-
val, the day-long line-up of Sound 
Downtown shines a spotlight on all 
the opening acts you come to see at 
a big festival. 

And this time you won’t have to 
suffer through a sweltering set with 
scattered crowds in the noonday 
sun. Besides showcasing great local 
talent, the festival marks the trium-
phant return of Koos Art Center to 
Santa Ana after five years in down-
town Long Beach. Now occupying 
the historic Yost Theater, the festival 
will serve as a celebrated soft open-
ing for the storied all-ages venue. 
Immersion is the only option as fans 
of art, music and culture take to the 
streets for what promises to be an 
unforgettable sensory experience.
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detour@dailytitan.com • (714) 278-5027

November 13, 2008
det our

Beautiful and self-proclaimed D-
list superhero EMP, Elissa Megan 
Powers, inflicts readers with more 
wince-worthy tales of her faulty uni-
form and career misfortunes in vol-
ume 4 of the graphic novel “Empow-
ered” by Adam Warren. Even though 
her embarrassment is entertaining, 
this graphic novel disappoints as it 
lacks the action and story develop-
ment that a typical super hero story 
would possess.

After rescuing Ninjette from 
bounty killers in volume 3, EMP 
vows to let her best friend live with 
her until she is safe. After settling 
Ninjette into the secure apartment 
she shares with her boyfriend, Thug-
boy, EMP continues her quest to 
capture villains.

Once her mission with him is 
complete, EMP returns to her crew, 
the “Superhomeys,” who do not val-
ue her as an associate member, but 
rescue her after she is habitually cap-

tured by villains. Because the scant-
ily clad super-heroine is captured, 
tied and gagged multiple times, she 
is more of a damsel-in-distress than 
the admirable super-heroine she 
hopes to become.

Her low status in the hero world 
mostly stems from her skintight su-
per-suit being extremely fragile and 
disintegrating after it is slightly over-
worked. Although her naked body 
may fulfill the wet dreams of male 
readers, it leaves the wannabe super 
vixen powerless and exposed.

The superheroine’s misfortunes 
prove to be entertaining, but the lat-
est edition of the series is coupled 
with lackluster fight sequences and 
an underdeveloped and unimagina-
tive storyline.    

The writer’s comedic use of alliter-
ation and his creation of outrageous 
and unconventional super villains 
save this graphic novel from being 
deemed completely snooze-worthy.

If you do not like techno or house 
music, Tommie Sunshine’s latest al-
bum, “Relax, This Won’t Hurt” will 
not change your mind.

But for fans of his previous work, 
which has included remixes of bands 
like Good Charlotte, The Killers and 
Fallout Boy, his latest collection of 
tracks will leave you looking for a 
party and ready to dance.

The first song on the album, 
an extended mix of Audio Bullys’ 
“Flickery Vision,” kicks things off 
with a catchy, but slow beat relative 
to many of the other songs on the 
CD. 

The vocals, which are more spo-
ken word than singing, seem odd 
and out of place in what is otherwise 
a beat with an interesting hook.

The Riva Starr Remix of Pirate 
Robot Midget’s “It’s My Beat Now” 
is a great remix that has a flavor 
closer to that of hip-hop and house 
music than techno. The beat is up-

tempo and varies throughout with 
lyrics that flow perfectly in unison. 
While listening to the track it is easy 
to envision a club dance floor packed 
with people moving in rhythm with 
the song.

The album ends with the Bloody 
Beetroots Clap Remix of The Aston 
Shuffle song, “Stomp Yo Shoes.” 
The song has an engaging intro that 
mixes several different drum, synthe-
sizer and vocals into a unique beat. 
It is also one of the few tracks in the 
collection that has lyrics that fits the 
mood and tone of the beat. The lyr-
ics are trance-like and really get the 
listener into the vibe of the song.

Ultimately the CD delivers ex-
actly what one might expect: a good 
variation of techno, rock and house 
that fans of that music will enjoy. 
However, for people who don’t nor-
mally listen to that type of music, it 
is unlikely that this album will sway 
you.

  reViewS

Hailing from the ever-neutral 
country of Sweden, The Internation-
al Noise Conspiracy is anything but 
neutral with their Marxist ideologies 
and self-proclaimed position as com-
munists. If you like your music with 
a hint of progressive rock, a pinch of 
punk and two cups straight-up rock 
music, then The (I)NC’s fifth full-
length album, “The Cross Of My 
Calling,” is a must-listen.

Lead singer Dennis Lyxzon, the 
former Refused front man, provides 
(I)NC fans with a satisfying blend of 
music and politics that never quite 
grows old. Their songs are contro-
versial and volatile, with tracks like 
“I Am The Dynamite,” “Washing-
ton Bullets” and “Storm The Gates 
Of Beverly Hills” bringing a certain 
atmosphere of rebellion to Cross. 

The album leads off with a clever, 
yet out of place, instrumental mix of 
progressive rock mixed with ambient 
undertones, cleverly titled “Intro.” 

With a sound similar to jam bands 
of the past like Phish or Medeski, 
Martin and Wood, you may begin to 
wonder what happened to the con-
troversial (I)NC so prevalent on past 
albums. Rest assured, (I)NC hasn’t 
become a jam-band, and a quick 
listen beyond track one proves that. 
“The Assassination Of Myself ” is a 
fast paced, punk infused track that 
immediately reverts back to the (I)
NC of the past. “Boredom Of Safe-
ty” is a well-constructed track with 
a catchy hook, which effortlessly 
claims the title of standout track. 

The only weakness on Cross can be 
found, oddly enough, within its title 
track, “The Cross of My Calling,” 
which may leave you wondering if 
they should have scrapped the track 
and named the album something 
else. Overall, Cross is an album that 
prior (I)NC fans will love, but most 
likely won’t lure in any new listeners 
– which is fine, but not ideal.

MUSIC COMIC MUSIC

by andy anderSon
Daily Titan Assistant Web Editor

detour@dailytitan.com

by ChriStee lemonS
Daily Titan Assistant Web Editor

detour@dailytitan.com

by daVid Carrillo
Daily Titan Executive Editor

detour@dailytitan.com
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Santa Ana celebrates 
a feast of local sound
The Sound Downtown 
Music and Arts Festival 
unleashes a day-long dose 
of underground culture
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The 44th annual ‘A Night in Fullerton’
For one night, people from the art, music and dance community convened all over downtown Fullerton for one of Orange County’s most popular cultural events

by aShley landSman, jaCkie Connor,  
Fryda GonzaleS

Daily Titan Staff Writers
detour@dailytitan.com

Local artists and musicians were 
celebrated at the 44th annual “A 
Night in Fullerton,” held last Satur-
day.

Just in time for the darkness of 
night to creep around the brick 
buildings in downtown Fullerton, 
sounds of laughter and a lively 
rockabilly-country band stood out 
at Downtown Plaza, located on 
Wilshire Avenue and Harbor Bou-
levard.

The bright street lamps and tiny 
white Christmas lights that trimmed 
the medium-sized trees lit the area so 
well, it almost seemed like daytime.

This year was the first year the 
event was held in October, and the 
first attempt at making it a family 
affair. Past “A Night in Fullerton” 
events were held in April. 

Fullerton’s annual jubilation of 
the arts had free music, dance and 
visual art on display at numerous 
locations. 

The Fox Theatre, Fullerton Mu-
seum Center and Village Art Center 
were just a few of the stations open 
for guests to visit. 

A short walk away, north on Har-
bor, Ann Thacker stood welcom-
ing visitors as they breezed into the 
Village Art Center. Thacker, who 
co-owns the art center with her hus-
band James, said this year’s “A Night 
in Fullerton” is a great prelude into 
the holiday season. The art center 
has been involved with “A Night in 
Fullerton” for about 14 years. 

“It’s a sophisticated evening for 
those who love art,” Thacker said.

Downtown Plaza:
A large crowd of all ages stood 

huddled together like penguins try-
ing to keep warm, watching teams 
of young girls dance to funky mu-
sic, wearing elaborately decorated 
leotards, covered with sparking jew-
els and kaleidoscopic feathers. The 
flashy uniforms they wore, which 
were made to look like animals found 
in the jungle, and the loud music the 
girls danced to, commanded the au-
dience’s attention. Behind the danc-
ers, the beer and wine garden wel-
comed thirsty callers.

Fullerton resident Ellie Silvas’ 
daughter performed as a dancer ear-
lier in the evening. 

She laughed with a loud jovial 
pitch along with her mother, moth-
er-in-law, husband and brother-
in-law as they sat in folding chairs, 

elbow-to-elbow at a humble round 
table on the patio of the Fullerton 
Museum Center’s beer and wine 
garden. Her unclouded voice drilled 
through the sound of the live band a 
few feet away.

Silvas said she enjoyed the home-
like atmosphere and that she didn’t 
have to worry about her kids.

“It makes you feel like you’re in a 
small town – it’s nice,” Silvas said of 
the celebration. 

Feet stomped across the concrete 
floor in the plaza, as cowboy-hat 
wearing visitors two-stepped along 
side the live band.

Some people sat on the light col-
ored wooden benches, illuminated 
by the ambient lights of the prom-
enade, and ate hot dogs and Chinese 
food from the food vendors parked 
on Wilshire.

The Fox Theatre:
A small group of people gathered 

outside the Fox Theatre to catch a 
glimpse inside. The theater, built in 
1924, has had its share of construc-
tion. It underwent modernization in 
1955 and 1962 and closed in 1987 
and is now under construction, 
again, according to the theatre’s Web 
site.

Standing before a heavy wrought-
iron gate, Pamela Tice, administra-
tive assistant to the Fullerton His-
toric Theater Foundation, collected 
waivers patrons agreed to sign upon 
entering the historic landmark, usu-
ally closed to the public. 

“Last year was the first year the 
stage was opened in 55 years,” Tice 
said. “We have rock bands, jazz 
combos and reggae bands tonight. 
Eventually we want to do shows and 
movies.”

Though the remodel will renew 
the physique of the theatre, some 
things still remain well-preserved.

Inside the building, up the dilapi-
dated brown wood stairs, a hallway, 
just outside the amphitheater, boasts 
it’s original dark wooden flooring 
as well as an enchanting mural sur-
rounding the top. Before the latest 
remodel, holes in the roof leaked wa-
ter and graffiti was etched across the 
now tan walls. However, the mural 
remained untouched.

“It’s my goal to bring arts and 
culture to North Orange County,” 
Dave Earick, entertainment man-
ager for Disney Entertainment Pro-
ductions and Fox theater volunteer, 
said. “We like to think of the theatre 
as a crown jewel in Fullerton.”

Village Art Center:
A brisk walk north of the Fox 

Theater, the Village Art Center 

stood gleaming bright amongst the 
headlights of speeding cars and worn 
street lights. Once inside, a calm at-
mosphere transcended and was en-
riched by the strumming of a man 
playing classical guitar. 

Water colored landscapes, colored 
pencil drawings and acrylic portraits 
draped the crisp walls of the build-
ing.

Local artist Anthony Trasport, 
who had his art on exhibit, sat re-
laxed in a cushioned chair.

“It’s neat for all the locals to get to 
go out and see what all us artists are 
up to,” he said. “I think (A Night in 
Fullerton) is a night a lot of people 
look forward to.”

Slowly, adult visitors trailed across 
the gray carpet, swirling around the 
establishment basking in the paint-
ings and drawings they saw.

Though creating art has been a 
lifetime investment, Mike Major 
began to take his art seriously a year 
and a half ago. Working primarily in 
pastels, oils and pencil, Major dis-
played local landscapes such as his 
pastels “Laguna Tide” and “Chino 
Hills.”

“It’s all about capturing the land-
scapes and creating the illusion of 
people not being there even though 
they really are,” Major said. “I like to 
capture what’s left unspoiled.”

Fullerton Art Museum:
From gold to sequins, to even 

1950s rare alligator skin, “The Purse 
and the Person,” the 157-piece col-
lection, embodied 100 years of 
women’s style history.  

“I think people like it because it 
is so elegant, and it also speaks for 
another time,” Richard Smith, a mu-
seum employee, said. “The women 
quite enjoy looking at the purses 
because it reminds them what their 
grandmothers and mothers had.”

Handbags were an unexpected, 
yet, interesting exhibition theme. 
The visitors were allured to take a 
ride through the 20th century, in-
spired by the exquisite display.

In a back room, where the second 
exhibition took place, visitors stood 
in the center of a vibrant colored 
retro area displaying a collection of 
vintage guitars. “The Solid Design: 
Leo Fender’s Telelcaster” exhibition, 
showcased the 1950s and then a new 
instrument that changed music his-
tory by defining blues, country and 
pop music sounds. A single electric 
guitar plugged into a speaker sat 
in the corner, and aficionados took 
turns playing with the same zest of 
an underground train station per-
former. 

Top: People waiting to get inside Fox Theater Saturday night in downtown Fullerton. Below: A dance performance put on at the 
Downtown Plaza by a group of children. Bottom: Artist Giana Ciccheli painting outside the Village Art Center.

by jaCkie Connor/Daily Titan Staff Photographer
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Titan Editorial
Providing insight, analysis
 and perspective since 1960

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct all 
comments, questions or concerns along 
with your full name and major to Daily 
Titan Opinion Editor Austen Montero at 
opinion@dailytitan.com.

Letters 
to the
Editor:

The skies are getting darker ear-
lier, the winds stronger and the 
oceans much colder. it is getting to 
be that time of year. 

But with the holiday season 
upon us, the majority of college 
students are digging into the deep-
est corners of their pockets to pay 
for gifts. The Daily Titan editorial 
staff ponders the true motivations 
behind these consumer holidays.

Thanksgiving, otherwise known 
as the American-inspired-mass-
turkey-genocide, is responsible for 
taking the lives of around 46 mil-
lion turkeys per year, according 
to adoptaturkey.org. if that is not 
enough, new trends in food prepa-
ration are introducing other fowl 
delicacies, like the “turducken.” 

By stuffing a whole deboned 
chicken into a whole deboned 
duck, then stuffing that combina-
tion into a whole deboned turkey, 
one can take out three times as 
many birds in one sitting than if 
they were to stick with the standard 
traditional turkey with stuffing.

On the lighter side of Thanks-
giving, there is no guilt that may 
otherwise be associated with ex-
changing gifts during the Christ-
mas holiday, or lack thereof.

As we grow older, the appeal 
of product consumption tends 
to change its nature. The toy or 
video game that we could not live 

without when we were younger is 
replaced with the need to pay a car 
insurance bill or rent.

Suddenly, the reality kicks in. 
Because of a weak American dollar, 
a lack of work hours or being over-
whelmed with school, for some 
students it may be their first holi-
day where they will not have the 
luxury of exchanging gifts.

Depending on the traits of one’s 
personality, some have no problem 
with simply receiving gifts. 

But for those with a deeply in-
grained sense of reciprocation, a 
feeling of guilt tends to overwhelm 
the joyous emotions that once 
filled our spirit during the holiday 
season.

So that leaves us with a choice 
between mass turkey genocide and 
Christmas guilt?

Simply for mental health rea-
sons, and being poor college stu-
dents, Christmas has lost its ap-
peal. But where Christmas has 
fallen short for us, Thanksgiving 
has picked up the slack.

Since the guilt is directly corre-
lated with the Christmas holiday, 
and Thanksgiving offers all the 
luxuries of Christmas without the 
obligation of product consump-
tion and exchange, it is concluded 
that Thanksgiving is favored over 
Christmas.

So enjoy your “turducken.”

Pilgrims or Jesus?
After 40 years of writing, Michael 

Crichton died unexpectedly of can-
cer on nov. 4 in Los Angeles. He was 
66.

Crichton was a creative genius, 
writing 15 novels and five nonfiction 
books. He was a filmmaker and the 
creator of "ER."

"'ER' was just a series of true epi-
sodes that actually happened to me, 
or that i witnessed in the ER when 
i was working there. nothing more 
than that – just reporting,” Crichton 
said in a 1996 interview with The 
Book Report.

Crichton was born in Chicago in 
1942, and grew up in the suburbs 
of new York City. His father was a 
journalist, and Crichton began writ-
ing early in life, according to Cnn.

He had his first article published 
in the new York Times travel section 
at 14, and went on to study English 
at Harvard, according to The Guard-
ian. But he switched his major to an-
thropology after his English profes-
sors criticized his writing style.

He got his M.D. at Harvard while 
writing paperback thrillers under a 
pen name to pay tuition. He wrote a 
novel in nine days, and soon realized 
that writing was more interesting 
than medicine, according to the Los 
Angeles Times.

"A few of the teachers feel i'm 
wasting my time, and that in some 

Michael Crichton leaves literary legacy 
The one-time medical student became one of the most influential authors of our generation

By Eui-jo MarquEz
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

ways i have wasted theirs," Crichton 
told The new York Times in 1969. 
"When i asked for a couple of days 
off to go to California about a movie 
sale, that raised an eyebrow."

Crichton’s educational back-
ground explains the nature of his 
writings, which range in topic from 
tornadoes ("Twister") and deadly 
alien organisms 
(“The Androm-
eda Strain”), to 
Japanese busi-
nessmen ("Rising 
Sun") and female 
sexual harassers 
("Disclosure"). 

“i tend to 
write books that 
grab me by the 
throat and force 
me to write 
them. i don't 
usually feel as if i 
have a choice, or 
much control of 
what comes out,“ 
Crichton said in a 2002 interview 
with Readers Read.

Crichton's passion led to gripping 
storytelling, backed by a wealth of 
scientific evidence.

“i don't write about fantasies. i 
write about near-reality,” Crichton 
told Lorraine Hirsch of the Chris-
tian Science Monitor in 1981.

That's what made “Jurassic park” 
frightening. Most people found the 
story believable.

“i can take almost any criticism 

except 'That's unbelievable.' i don't 
mind if people don't like my work. 
But i hate it when they find some-
thing utterly inconceivable," Crich-
ton told Hirsch.

Hirsch described Crichton as 
“almost embarrassed about the suc-
cess of his novels,” and as having the 
“most patient, shy curiosity of a gi-

raffe.” Crichton 
was 6-foot-9.

in contrast to 
this pleasant im-
age, Crichton was 
called the "father 
of the techno 
thriller.” His sto-
ries are night-
mares about what 
happens when 
man tries to play 
God. Man always 
ends up losing.

His 2004 
novel, "State of 
Fear," dealt with 
global warming. 

His views were attacked by scien-
tists, but made a fan out of president 
George W. Bush, who invited him to 
the White House, according to The 
Guardian.

Crichton believed that the earth 
was warming and that humans were 
involved, but he didn't think it was 
a catastrophe.

“i'm actually proud of having 
done the book about global warm-
ing," he told Charlie Rose in a 2007 
interview, "Because i knew every-

body was going to be against me, 
and this is what i believe."

in the interview, Crichton main-
tained his good nature under Rose's 
questions.

“i can go back and look at the 
stand that i took in favor of abor-
tion when i was a medical student 
in Boston in 1967, six years before 
Roe V. Wade, and i can look at that 
and go, 'was i right or not?' and i 
say, 'dammit, i was right.' And when 
i wrote 'State of Fear,' i was imag-
ining what's it going to look like in 
four years. i think i’m going to come 
out just fine.”

it's hard to say whether or not 
Crichton was right, but his stories are 
still enjoyable and suspenseful reads.

"it says something that you have 
touched a nerve. That this is good 
writing. That people want to read 
your story,” Rose told Crichton in 
1994.

Steven Spielberg, Crichton's 
friend and collaborator on "Jurassic 
park," described Crichton as bigger 
than his own dinosaurs.

"Michael was a gentle soul who 
reserved his flamboyant side for his 
novels. There is no one in the wings 
that will ever take his place," Spiel-
berg said, according to the Associ-
ated press.

A new novel by Crichton had 
been tentatively scheduled to come 
out next month, but publisher Har-
perCollins said the book is post-
poned indefinitely, according to The 
Guardian.

“

“Michael was a 
gentle soul who re-
served his flamboyant 
side for his novels. 
There is no one in 
the wings that will 
ever take his place.

– Steven Spielberg,
            Director
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reality Politics
By Joshua Burton
 Daily Titan Columnist

The United State’s brain drain By Ryan Castle

Castle’s Corner

Daily Titan Columnist

Would oC State be a better option?i think i have found a fool proof 
way to solve any medical problem 
you can think of. 

Heck, my theory could also end 
depression for millions of people 
worldwide.

What is this magic procedure? Re-
move the patient’s brain.

Horrified? Well, i got the idea 
from the state governments who are 
raising tuition for public universi-
ties in order to save money in these 
harsh economic times.

Essentially, this would reduce the 
brain matter of the United States in 
order to save it. 

Good idea? Bad idea?
Well, look at the open-mouthed 

horror on the doctor’s face next to 
you. Removing brains is never a 
good idea; not if you want the or-
ganism to survive.

if federal and state officials decide 
to impose a higher cost of education 
onto individuals and families, people 
will have a harder time getting into 
college. 

Fewer people going to school 
equals fewer educated people in the 
population.

That’s called a brain drain, and 
we’ve already established this is a bad 
thing, but how is it happening?

The new report from the College 
Board showed that public university 
prices went up a bit faster than the 
Consumer price index. 

This means that the price of college 
is increasing about one percent faster 
than the price of everything else.

Given that things are getting a bit 
more expensive, people who don’t 
have the means to pay for educa-
tion on their own will most likely be 
turning to scholarships, grants and 
(unfortunately) loans in order to get 
that coveted degree.

Scholarships and grants are going 
to become far more popular in the 

future if the economic crisis contin-
ues to worsen. 

With more people competing, they 
are going to become harder to get, 
forcing people to borrow money.

The problem is the credit industry 
is becoming a financial leper. no one 
wants to touch it and it just contin-
ues to fall apart.

Citigroup has announced it will 
cease consolidating student loans 
and stop searching for borrowers at 
certain schools. 

Over in Massachusetts, the Edu-
cation Resources institute inc. col-
lapsed and left about 500 students 
in trouble when their tuition checks 
bounced.

With credit becoming a commod-
ity and loans increasingly difficult to 
get, students are going to be hard 
pressed to come up with the means 
to pay for schooling.

With crises like these happening, 
is this any time for the government 
to be tightening its purse strings?

California has been dealing with 
this issue since before the Wall Street 
meltdown. 

The state’s deficit is expected to 
climb to $24 billion by mid-2010, 
according to the Los Angeles Times. 
The current budget, not even two 
months old, has been unable to stop 
this.

The Alliance for the CSU formed 
two years ago to fight what was then 
perceived as a looming budget cut to 
the state’s universities. 

According to David Freeman, a 
history professor at Cal State Fuller-
ton, four dollars are produced for ev-
ery one dollar invested in the CSU.

it’s in the numbers. When people 
have access to higher education, they 
go on to produce more money for 
the state. 

As states become more financially 
stable, so does the entire nation.

As we stand on the threshold of a 
new administration, we can see that 
more money is going to be invested 
into certain industries. 

president-elect Barack Obama 
emphasized developing renewable 
energy sources and keeping jobs from 
being out-sourced to other coun-
tries. With increased investment in 
research and industry we need edu-
cated people to fill these jobs.

However, some would argue that 
making it too easy to get into college 
is a problem. These people seem to 
think the quality of students would 
decrease as the amount of students 
increased.

This, of course, flies in the face 
of the principles we are working to-
wards. 

By investing in education we can 
also improve the quality of the edu-
cation offered. 

if we keep our lower-grade edu-
cation properly funded and up to 
standards, then a higher grade (pun 
intended) of student will be pro-
duced.

There is no reason the steps in the 
stairway to quality education need 
to be uneven. 

if we invest properly we can make 
the step to a university proportional 
to the ones that come before it.

By keeping the quality of our 
country’s education high and the 
successive steps to college degrees 
even, then we will produce the best 
work force possible. 

Making schooling more costly, es-
pecially in an economic crisis, would 
be a horrible mistake.

However, maybe we should give 
this brain drain strategy a try.

You never know, maybe remov-
ing the brain really would solve our 
problems – or at least make us bliss-
fully ignorant of how bad our prob-
lems really are. 

The people are friendly, the 
temperature’s always perfect – 
even when it's not sunny – and 
the best cities in California are all 
within a short drive. 

Los Angeles, Anaheim, San 
Diego, Long Beach, newport 
Beach, you name it, you can be 
there in a day. 

i’m talking about Orange 
County; the heart of Southern 
California, more specifically 
Fullerton; the heart of Orange 
County.

i love this area, and i love this 
school, there’s plenty of reason 
to have pride in it, so there’s no 
reason not to have a little school 
spirit.

Lately the issue of school spirit 
has been a hot button around 
the Cal State Fullerton campus. 
Some people believe the only 
thing that unites students is the 
shared disdain for this commuter 
campus of a university abbrevi-
ated CSUF.

now i’m no stranger to the 
idea of using contempt of school 
as a way of bonding with fellow 
students – growing up, from 
grade school to high school, that 
was the thing to do. 

After all, it is what we woke 
up early for everyday, we spent 
all day in a classroom, following 
authority, working on tests, quiz-
zes and all kinds of busy work. it’s 
not hard to sling rocks at.

But once you enroll in college, 
school is not a forced activity; 
you made the bold decision to 
continue your education, not to 
mention pay a hefty tuition just 
to make it happen. So as long as 
you’re going out of your way to 

continue your schooling you may as 
well take pride in it.

How do you display pride? Do 
you paint yourself with school colors 
and run around with a giant mascot 
head? 

no, although that works for some 
people. Try investing some time in 
your campus, see what it has to of-
fer. Check out a sporting event and 
cheer on the athletes who are work-
ing their butts off to represent us 
– it's free and you might become a 
true fan. 

Join a club, or even see what all 
the fuss is with Greek life, you might 
meet some good people. 

The common trend of each on-
campus suggestion is you won’t be 
alone in the activity, and it might 
just unite with fellow Titans in 
someway other than having spite for 
your university.

A wise way of upping school spirit 
and bringing some desired attention 
would be to change the name back 
to Orange County State College, the 
school's original name upon its in-
ception in 1957. 

i don’t know about you, but i 
would be just a little bit more proud 
to represent OC State as home. Ful-
lerton sounds like just another city 
in California, not a very striking 
title. 

i realize plenty of Fullerton resi-
dents don't like the superficial im-
agery that comes saddled with "The 
OC" but think about how much 
more marketable it would be. Stu-
dents from all over the nation would 
be more enticed to enroll and see 
what it’s about. i believe the atten-
tion our school would garner na-
tionally if it was OC State would put 
us on the map.

We’ve been progressing im-
mensely in many areas each year 
since i’ve been here. The school 
has become more physically at-
tractive with construction addi-
tions all over campus. The major-
ity of the athletic programs are 
vastly elevating in performance 
each year, with nothing but po-
tential in the future. 

Day-by-day, CSUF moves 
closer to becoming the top state 
university in California, hands 
down, and i think the expressive 
name-change would put us over 
the top.

What’s wrong with being 
proud of where you’re from? i 
love seeing alumni succeed from 
my school; anytime i hear i see 
a famous alumnus of CSUF do 
something spectacular i stand up 
and represent “Cal State FUL-
LERTOn!” 

i would love the opportunity 
to shout “O-C!” We could cre-
ate some eye-catching OC logos, 
a catchy OC chant and even a 
cool OC stomp dance … maybe 
i took it too far with that.

You get from school what you 
put into it, and you can spend 
your days in college hating on 
your alma mater because of what 
it doesn’t have, or you could make 
the best of your time here. 

This is your one college ex-
perience; are you going to look 
back on how you rebelled against 
school spirit with spite for your 
own campus? 

Or would you rather create 
some memories today that you 
can look back at with fondness? 
The choice is yours.

GO OC STATE!
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To place a classified ad, call

714.278.4453
By Fax:
714.278.2702

By Email:
classified@dailytitan.com

By Mail:
The Daily Titan
College Park Bldg.
2600 E. Nutwood Ave. 
Suite 660 
Fullerton, CA. 92831-3110

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 am - 5 pm

Rates:
One insertion, up to 20 words
.........................................$5.50
each additional word........$0.39
12pt Headline...................$1.75
16pt Headline...................$2.50
Border..............................$5.50

• Weekly and monthly rates are 
  also available.
• For classified display ads, 
  please see our rate card for 
  rate information.

Deadlines:
Classified Line Ads:
3 Business days before printing 
  @ 12 noon.
Classified Display Ads:
3 Business days before printing
  @ 12 noon.

Payment:
Please make checks payable 
to: "The Daily Titan" 
We also accept Visa and 
Mastercard

Read the Daily Titan online @
www.dailytitan.com
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Help Wanted

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must con-
tain the numbers 1 to 
9; each column must 
contain the numbers 
1 to 9: and each set 
of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.
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Humorscopes 
                brought to you by humorscope.com
     Aries   (March 21 - April 19)
An eldrich fiend will hover at the edge of your sight, 
tonight, as you look out your window. Not a particu-
larly good day for a midnight stroll.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Someone will ask you if you’d like some “fresh 
ground pepper” on your salad. Personally I always 
say “yes” to people carrying a baseball bat, outside a 
playing field.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
A swarm of rats will sneak up on you, and you will 
be suddenly engulfed in a squeaking, biting, torrent 
of rabid vermin. Oops! No, ha ha, looks like I forgot 
about the influence of Venus, didn’t I? Sorry. Hmmm. 
Ok...actually, today you will have pizza.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
You will accidentally hit yourself on the head today, 
while putting away the dishes. While you won’t 
be seriously injured, you will begin having strange 
dreams that you are a half-witted Leicestershire work-
man living in the year 1771. 
Leo (July 23 - August 22)
This week you will angrily tell someone that you are 
more than just a name and a number! You are also 
punctuation!
Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
It’s time to seriously consider indoor golf. How else 
are you going to use terms like “mashie” or “niblick” 
in casual conversation?
Libra (September 23 - October 22)
If a wolf is chasing your sleigh, throw him a raisin 
cookie. That, of course, is a metaphor for what will 
really happen.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
You will make some new friends today. One of them 
will be on some sort of “sacred quest”, which will 
make a good ice-breaker. 
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
You will have an odd dream in which a stadium filled 
with dogs looks on while a group of wiry runners 
chases a bunny around a track. The bunny will be Miss 
April, I believe.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
If you love someone, let them go. If you hate someone, 
grab ‘em and hang on like a dog with a stick. Snarl a 
bit, too -- that’s always fairly effective.
Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
In a strange form of protest against the new trends 
in personal adornment, you will make mooing 
sounds whenever you see someone with a nose ring. 
Coincidentally, some of them will say “Hay!”
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
Confucious said “Choose a job you love, and you’ll 
never work a day in your life.” Confucious was a 
Harvard man, you know, with a huge trust fund. He 
certainly never “worked” a day, himself. 

Part Time Tutors Needed for 
Math / English 
school aged kids, small groups 
60 kids in Fullerton. Monday-
Thursday 2:30pm-6:00pm $12-
$16/hour Email: amchan5@yahoo.
com  (562)631-4788

Sitters wanted.$10+ per hour. 
Register free for jobs near campus 
or home. www.student-sitters.com
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Our Company is looking for self 
motivated but team oriented busi-
ness builders who have a non-
stop drive for  success. Perfect job 
for students. make $1500 in your 
first week. Complete training is 
available. Please contact: 
successdailyllc@gmail.com

Brought to you by the people at www.dailysudoku.com

Kid’s Nite Out is hiring child-
care professionals! Positions 
are part-time with flexible 
scheduling. Call 321-278-7410 
to schedule an interview.

Administrative Assistant-Fullerton
Real Estate Development / Pre 
School Operations. Multi Tasker 
Knowledge Word/Excel. Desktop 
Publishing must.P/T $15/Hr 
 714-323-9632

P R O F E S S I O N A L 
BABYSITTERS NEEDED/Work 
around your schedule. Filling 
Day & Night Part-Time Positions. 
Over 18, reliable transportation, 
previous experience.
$9-10/hr (based on experience) 
Apply Online at www.seekingsit-
ters.com. Contact (714) 788-6603.   

1600
Miscellaneous

P/T Small invitation/bridal 
business looking for help with 
customer service/sales , order 
taking of  inivtations, clerical 
tasks, and planning/market-
ing for upcoming Bridal Expo. 
Hours flexible - (714) 572-1363 

Condo For Sale!Walking distance 
from CSUF. Upgraded 2 Bedroom 
2Bath. Single Story. Large private 
patio, community pool. $325,000. 
(714)595-4783

Well equipped and comfortable 
apartment for rent. Price $750 
with 1 months first payment in 
a Residential Enviormnet that 
has a lot of shopping place, 
supermarket and other leisure 
places. For moredetails contact 
Maxmark1988@gmail.com

THE BROTHERS OF OMEGA 
PSI PHI FRATERNITY - 
PHI LAMBDA CHAPTER 
PRESENT!!O-MEGA-WEEK!!
DeVeon Remaker: dremaker@
gmail.com
Karl Harris at Karl: lovelifeun-
limited.com 

Garden Grove. Female preferred. 
Room 4 rent.  $550/month.  
Bedroom w/ private bath.  Close 
commute to school.  Safe neigh-
borhood.  No pets, smoking, ille-
gal drugs, or drinking allowed.
Please call (714) 530-9859 leave 
message or Call after 6:00PM
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The Fullerton Sports Guy
obama’s endorsement of BCS playoffs sparks renewed debate

By DaviD Carrillo
Daily Titan Executive Editor

sports@dailytitan.com
 
Whether or not you agree with 

president-elect Barack obama’s poli-
tics and economic policies, one thing 
is for sure – he has a damn good idea 
for college football.

During a halftime interview be-
fore the presidential election with 
Chris Berman on ESpN’s Monday 
Night Football, obama was asked if 
he could change one thing in sports, 
what would it be?

He said he would like to see col-
lege football adopt a playoff system, 

which would do away with the con-
troversial Bowl Championship Se-
ries ranking system that currently 
decides which two teams play in 
the BCS National Championship 
Game.

According to bcsfootball.org, six 
computer rankings are used in com-
bination with the Harris Interactive 
poll and the USA today Coaches 
poll to determine the college football 
rankings.

The only question that I can’t 
seem to answer is why does college 
football have computers decide who 
the best team in the country is when 
it could let the teams play it out for 

themselves?
one of the best sporting events 

of the year is college basketball’s 
“March Madness.”

Watching 65 teams battle it out 
for a few weeks is exhilarating for 
a fan. Seeing lower seeds knock off 
overwhelming favorites creates the 
drama and tension that makes sports 
so fun to watch.

Now try and imagine if college 
basketball adopted a BCS system of 
its own.

Instead of the excitement of 
March Madness, we would have 
the mundane championship game 
decided by coaches and computers. 

How is that better than a playoff sys-
tem?

Currently there are five teams in 
the BCS top-25 that are undefeated 
(No. 1 Alabama, No. 2 texas tech, 
No. 7 Utah, No. 9 Boise State and 
No. 14 Ball State).

Assuming those five teams win 
the rest of their games, what do 
you tell the three undefeated teams 
that won’t be playing for a national 
championship?

Adding to all of the confusion is 
the fact that there are four one-loss 
teams (No. 3 texas, No. 4 Florida, 
No. 5 oklahoma and No. 6 USC) 
ranked ahead of No. 7 Utah, and 
four two-loss teams (No. 10 Geor-
gia, No. 11 ohio State, No. 12 Mis-
souri and No. 13 oklahoma State) 

placed ahead of Ball State.
The icing on the cake is that all 

of this doesn’t take into account the 
Associated press poll.

If at the end of the season the Ap 
poll has a different team No. 1 than 
the winner of the BCS Champion-
ship Game, the result is a split  na-
tional championship between the 
two teams.

This happened in 2003 with LSU 
and USC and was considered an 
embarrassment because the BCS was 
created largely to eliminate this kind 
of confusion.   

So what is the answer to all of 
this nonsense? A combination of the 
BCS and a playoff system.

The first step is to reinstate the 
Associated press back into the BCS 

configuration since it is the only ma-
jor (and widely respected) poll not in 
its rankings. 

The regular season would play 
out like normal, but rather than the 
top-two BCS ranked teams going 
straight to the championship game, 
you have the top eight teams com-
pete in a playoff.

The system isn’t perfect, but it 
would allow more teams a chance to 
make it to the title game, and it is 
certainly better than the way things 
are now. 

Team sets out for last road trip
team is hopeful for third place in Big West as they prepare to play two good teams in UC Davis, pacific

This weekend the Cal State Ful-
lerton women’s volleyball team will 
head out on their last road trip to 
face UC Davis and pacific.

“We’re expecting both of them to 
be a big challenge,” junior Ashley 
Collier said. “Especially with pacific 
since we upset them at home ... we 
have to bring our best games to win 
this weekend.”

previously, the titans defeated the 
tigers (9-14, 8-5 in the Big West) 
in three sets at titan Gym, but the 
team knows the tigers are dangerous 
and are not going to overlook them.

“We know pacific tends to not do 
well after losing the first set so we 
really want to come out hard in the 
first set,” Jonny Hart said.

The team is definitely looking 
forward to challenging the Aggies 
(12-14, 4-9 in the Big West) once 
more on Friday. The heart-wrench-
ing loss at titan Gym came after the 
titans had the lead two sets to one 
and left the titans itching for anoth-
er chance to face the Aggies.

“Hopefully we will get some re-
venge on Davis this weekend,” ju-
nior Deven Bukoski said.

The titans (14-14, 7-6 in the Big 
West) are currently in fifth place in 
the conference. Collier said if they are 
able to win both games they have a 
chance of moving to third place. Bu-
koski added that a lot of unexpected 
wins and losses have left things up in 
the air in the conference.

Not only is this the titans’ oppor-
tunity to play two good teams, but it 
is also their last chance to head out 
on an overnight trip together before 
the regular season ends.

Both Collier and Bukoski said 
that the titans are excited since they 
do not get to travel far very often. 
Collier also said that they always 
look forward to spending more 
“team time” together.

As the season winds down the ti-
tans also see the trip as the last op-
portunity to spend time as a team 
with their leader and co-captain 
Brittany Moore.

“We’re excited and sad because we 
only have a couple more games left 
with Brittany and we all love her,” 
Hart said.

Crysania salCiDo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Alex Wolnisty spikes a ball set by Andrea Ragan during practice at Titan Gym on Wednesday.
By Don nguyen/Daily Titan staff Photographer

VoLLEYBALL

School Big West Overall
  W L % W  L %

SEASoN StANDINGS

Long Beach St 10 2  .833 21 4 .840

UC Irvine 9 3 .750 14 11 .560

Cal poly 8 4 .667 13 10 .565

pacific  8 5 .615 9 14 .391

CSUF   7 6 .538 14 14  .500

UCSB   6 6 .500 10 13 .435

UC Davis 4 9 .308 12 14 .462

UC riverside 3 9 .250  8 19 .296

CSUN  1 12 .078 7 20 .259
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