
“In effect, people are giving up 
their identity and becoming part 
of the crowd,” said Dr. John Kane, 
vice-president for behavioral health 
services at the North Shore-Long Is-
land Jewish Health System. “As a re-
sult, they might do things and par-
ticipate in things that they would 
not do on a regular basis.”

(MCT) MELVILLE, N.Y. – 
Some public figures wait a lifetime 
– or longer – to see their names af-
fixed to airports, bridges and public 
schools.

Not so Barack Obama.
In what appears to be a national 

first, Hempstead, N.Y.’s school board 
has voted unanimously to change the 
name of its 460-student Ludlum El-
ementary School to Barack Obama 
Elementary School.

Officials hope to hold a name-
changing ceremony shortly after the 
new year begins. Such quick action 
could put the 47-year-old president-

elect’s name on a public institution 
even before his inauguration Jan. 20. 
“I think we were still caught up in 
the moment,” principal Jean Bligen 
said.

Like many across Long Island, 
Hempstead students followed the 
campaign closely. Students at the 
former Ludlum School held a mock 
debate, and a straw ballot there in 
grades 3-5 produced 257 votes for 
Obama, 28 for opponent Sen. John 
McCain.

The school’s enrollment is 62 
percent Hispanic and 36 percent 
African-American. Several students 

come from Africa, and many more 
come from El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Ecuador and Puerto Rico.

“For me, we made history,” said 
Teonte Jackson, 11, a fifth-grader 
who played Obama in the debate. “I 
feel really proud to have an African-
American president. I don’t think it’s 
a racial thing. I think he will bring 
everybody together.”

Clear Stream Avenue School in 
Valley Stream will also consider a re-
naming resolution next month, The 
Associated Press reported.

Eileen Garbe, who teaches fifth 
grade at the former Ludlum School, 

said the election provided a “monu-
mental” opportunity to bring history 
alive for students. She plans to retire 
in about a year and a half after 20 
years of teaching. “Isn’t this a won-
derful way to go out?” she said.

A photo of Obama already hangs 
in the school’s office. Coincidentally, 
since September the school has been 
sending hundreds of books to an 
orphanage in Kenya, the home of 
Obama’s late father, even before the 
idea of a name change took hold.

The idea began to jell after

(MCT) NEW YORK – While 
greed may seem an obvious motive 
for crowds that stampede retailers 
in search of bargains at this time of 
year, experts say fear also plays a sig-
nificant role.

A fear of being unable to afford 
gifts – given today’s economic woes 
– may drive many consumers to 
shop competitively for bargains at 
dawn, say local psychologists and 
sociologists.

Many people abandon their nor-
mal behavior when caught up in 
the urge to snag discounted plasma 
HDTVs like those on sale Friday at 
Wal-Mart in Valley Stream, N.Y.

And individual judgment can 
melt away as people react to being 
jostled in a crowd, which in turn 

can shatter individual notions of 
personal space. Mary Kirby-Diaz, a 
sociology professor at Farmingdale 
State College, said average Ameri-
cans need a space “bubble” of 27 
inches.

“What happens is one’s indi-
vidual identity becomes erased and 
you become part of the crowd,” said 
Danielle Knafo, associate professor 
of clinical psychology at the C.W. 
Post Campus of Long Island Uni-
versity in Brookville, N.Y.

Knafo compared the shoppers’ 
surge that left a man trampled to 
death at the Valley Stream Wal-
Mart on Friday to crowd behavior 
that has resulted in injuries at rock 
concerts.

“Judgment, intelligence, different 

kinds of value, compassion _ these 
things go out the window,” Knafo 
said. “Fear and passion take over.”

Kirby-Diaz said some people be-
come angered by the frustration of 
being denied a big sale

“If there’s desire for something 
they want very deeply and they don’t 
think they’re going to get it, there’s 
anger,” Kirby-Diaz said. “Line-cut-
ting makes people very angry.”

And Rebecca Curtis, a psychol-
ogy professor at Adelphi University 
in Garden City, N.Y., said bargain-
hunting can get out of hand.

“The desire for material goods is 
so strong and probably most of the 
things people were buying (at Wal-
Mart) were not things that were like 
food,” Curtis said.
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The Gossip Girl reacts to the Christina 
Aguilera conspiracy theory, page 4
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Despite a weak economy, 
game sales are still up

Campus Life
The Boston Brass has 

teamed up with all-star brass 
players from around the globe 
to produce “an unmatched 
sound that will set your holi-
day season aglow.” 

The ensemble group will 
be performing at the Cal State 
Fullerton Meng Concert Hall 
on Tuesday, Dec. 2 from 8-10 
p.m. Tickets for the event are 
$35.

Seniors age 62 and above, 
CSUF Titan Card holders and 
full-time students can purchase 
their advance sales tickets for 
$30 by stopping by the Meng 
Concert Hall box office. 

Teen dies playing 
‘choking game’

(MCT) RALEIGH, N.C. 
– It’s called a game, but Kris 
Marceno’s apparent attempt to 
get high by strangling himself 
ended up deadly.

The sophomore at Enloe 
High School in Raleigh, N.C., 
15, died at his home on Nov. 2 
from accidental asphyxiation, 
his family said. His death has 
schools, churches and commu-
nities talking about the “chok-
ing game.”

In the “choking game,” 
some children and young teens 
choke themselves or each oth-
er to experience the euphoric 
high that precedes blacking 
out, according to a report 
from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

The CDC has identified 
at least 82 “choking game” 
fatalities nationwide between 
1995 and 2007. Three North 
Carolina children are believed 
to have died from the practice 
between 2000 and 2007, ac-
cording to state medical exam-
iner records.

“This is not a game,” said 
Krista Regan, a death investi-
gator for the North Carolina 
Child Fatality Review Team. 
“They think they can stop 
themselves, but they don’t, 
they can’t.”

Kris was alone in his bed-
room when it happened, and 
his death was initially ruled a 
suicide by Cary, N.C., police, 
the family said. 

Stubborn snacks in
‘Vending Machine Fail’

When these adolescents don’t 
get their snack from the vending 
machine, they take the matter 
into their own hands.

 After one unsuccessful feet-
first leap into the vending ma-
chine, his peers encourage him to 
take another.

Now they have access to all the 
snacks within the machine.

Titan’s forward Gerard Anderson sinks an intense dunk over the Charlotte 49er’s Lamont Mack during Cal State Fullerton’s overtime victory at the Anaheim Convention 
Center on Sunday. Winning the match 92-84, the Titans clinched seventh place in the 76 Classic tournament.

BY JOHN SYNCO/Daily Titan Web Editor

Titans take seventh Colleges 
adapt to 
economy
From Ivy League to public 
institutions, schools are 
being forced to cut back

(MCT) WASHINGTON – 
Shrinking endowments, state fund-
ing reductions and families strug-
gling to pay tuition are forcing many 
colleges and universities to cut staff 
and spending or to delay construc-
tion and development plans.

From well-heeled Ivy League 
schools such as Harvard and Dart-
mouth to large public institutions 
such as the California State Univer-
sity system, many schools are facing 
difficult financial decisions stem-
ming from the nation’s economic 
standstill.

Last week, the California State 
University system announced plans 
to trim 10,000 students across its 
23 campuses in the next school year 
because of funding problems caused 
by a state budget crisis. The CSU 
system – the nation’s largest, with 
nearly 450,000 students – will make 
the cuts by moving up application 
deadlines and raising academic stan-
dards for incoming freshmen.

“We have been, for the last two 
years, over-enrolled by over 10,000 
students that the legislature has not 
funded,” CSU Chancellor Charles 
B. Reed said. “We can’t continue to 
admit more and more students with-
out receiving adequate funding.”

Dartmouth College recently an-
nounced a hiring freeze and plans 
to cut its budget by 10 percent, or 
about $40 million over the next two 
years, because of the situation. Staff 
reductions are also possible.

In previous economic downturns, 
college enrollment remained steady 
as more people bolstered their edu-
cation to help improve their work 
prospects.

However, the unique aspects of 
the current slide – falling home val-
ues and stock prices, rising unem-
ployment, tighter credit and fewer 
student-loan providers – have made 
a college education harder to finance 
and much more difficult to obtain.

Neil Theobald, the vice president 
and chief financial officer at Indiana 
University, said recently that his staff 
was seeing more affluent families 
struggling with tuition payments.

“Based on the applications, these 
are families that look like they can af-
ford college, but with the economic 
conditions, I think they have invest-
ments that have gone poorly over the 
last several months,” Theobald said.

Families who would have consid-
ered an expensive Ivy League educa-
tion now may opt for less-expensive 
private schools. Others may choose 
even cheaper public colleges.

 An October survey of more 

More women creates gender bias
Some schools are lowering their admission standards for males to keep the male-to-female ratio balanced

(MCT) TACOMA, Wash. – 
Among college administrators it’s 
known as The Boy Problem.

But it’s a problem that starts in 
grade schools, high schools and 
homes. Boys lag behind girls in be-
ing prepared to apply for and be ac-
cepted to college.

While American colleges were 
roughly balanced between male and 
female students a generation ago, 
now most schools have more women 
than men. Some have a lot more.

Nationally, 57 percent of under-
graduates are women. And as the 
applicant pool continues to trend 

toward women, more schools are 
reaching the tipping point of having 
more than 60 percent women.

Why is that a problem? Admin-
istrators think that once a school 
reaches that point it becomes less at-
tractive to both male and female ap-
plicants. As one admissions director 
told U.S. News & World Report last 
year: “Even women who enroll ... ex-
pect to see men on campus. It’s not 
the College of Mary and Mary; it’s 
the College of William and Mary.”

Which has led some to have lower 
admissions standards for boys than 
girls. They have, in effect, affirmative 

action for males, including white 
males.

An admissions officer of a small 
liberal arts college used a New York 
Times op-ed article to lament how 
she had been forced to reject female 
applicants who were stronger than 
male applicants, all in the name of 
gender balance. That fact hit home 
when her own daughter was apply-
ing to colleges and was wait-listed at 
a school that she should have been 
well-qualified for.

“We have told today’s young 
women that the world is their oys-
ter,” wrote Jennifer Delahunty Britz 

of Kenyon College. “The problem is, 
so many of them believed us that the 
standards for admission to today’s 
most selective colleges are stiffer for 
women than men. How’s that for 
an unintended consequence of the 
women’s liberation movement.”

I expected to see some of these 
numbers in Washington state col-
leges. But Phil Ballinger, director 
of admissions for the University of 
Washington, told me I wouldn’t _ at 
least not in public universities. That 
would violate state law against pref-
erences based on gender and race.

See GENDER BIAS, Page 2

Weak dollar, strong competition 

A sign for Black Friday shopping outside 
the Wal-Mart at Green Acres Mall in 
Valley Stream, New York, on Nov. 28. A 
part-time worker was crushed against a 
door by shoppers and later died

PATRICk E. MCCARTHY/NEWSDAY/MCT

Experts predict a poor economy will motivate more holiday bargain seekers

School named after new president-elect
A New York school board voted unanimously to rename one of its schools to Barack Obama Elementary School 

See ECONOMY, Page 2

See NEW NAME, Page 2

SEE STORY ON PAGE 6
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printed on the front page. any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. errors on the opinion page will 
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errors.
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IN oTher NewS
Pakistan may pull troops from Afghan border

Harrowing escape from embattled city

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (MCT) – Pakistan has warned that it will divert 
troops fighting the Taliban and al-Qaida on its western border with afghani-
stan to its eastern frontier with India, as tensions over the terror attacks in 
Mumbai push India and Pakistan towards military confrontation.

washington may be forced to mediate. Indian officials have tacitly blamed 
Pakistan, while Indian media have reported detailed, but unconfirmed, ac-
counts that last week’s assault on Mumbai was planned and launched from 
Pakistan.

Pakistan Prime Minister Yousuf raza gilani called all political parties to-
gether over the weekend, in an attempt to forge a united front. Sunday, he 
reached out to international allies for support, including France and Britain. 
India’s home (interior) minister, Shivraj Patil, resigned Sunday over the glar-
ing security failures that enabled terrorists to hold parts of Mumbai hostage 
for three days.

“It has been made very clear to the americans and the British that if a 
situation arises on our eastern borders, our priority would be our eastern 
border,” said a Pakistan security official, who could not be named because of 
the sensitivity of the issue.

CHICAGO (MCT) – chicago Tribune dining editor Judy hevrdejs re-
members envying an elderly couple she watched share ice cream a few feet 
from her at the poolside courtyard of the Taj Mahal Palace hotel wednesday 
night.

Moments later, chaos and fear erupted.
It started when she and others in the cafe heard popping noises about 

9:45 p.m. wednesday. Not to worry, a table-hopping singer told the group. 
This is the wedding season in India. guests routinely ignite firecrackers to 
celebrate.

“Then all of the sudden, the pops got louder and we heard screaming,” 
hevrdejs recalled. “Then a guy came sprinting from the lobby.”

That moment began a harrowing odyssey in which hevrdejs, her husband 
and a group of hotel guests scrambled from one area of the hotel to another, 
a few steps ahead of the assailants, each move punctured by the sound of 
gunfire and explosions. She arrived home to chicago Saturday afternoon.

“I may be sitting here in the world’s ugliest pair of men’s sweat pants,” 
hevrdejs (pronounced ‘hev-er-days’) said Saturday night, “but I’m home. 

INTerNaTIoNaL

NaTIoNaL

Priest urges people who voted for Obama to confess
MODESTO (MCT) – Father Joseph Illo, pastor of St. Joseph’s catholic 

church in Modesto, calif., has told parishioners in a homily and in a follow-
up letter that if they voted for Barack obama, they should consider going to 
confession because of the president-elect’s pro-abortion position.

“If you are one of the 54 percent of catholics who voted for a pro-abor-
tion candidate, you were clear on his position and you knew the gravity of 
the question, I urge you to go to confession before receiving communion. 
Don’t risk losing your state of grace by receiving sacrilegiously,” Illo wrote in 
a letter dated Nov. 21.

The letter was sent to more than 15,000 members of the St. Joseph’s par-
ish. It is one of 34 parishes in the Stockton Diocese, which has more than 
200,000 members in Stanislaus, San Joaquin and four other counties in cali-
fornia. Though obama’s support of abortion rights angered many catholics 
nationally during the campaign, Illo’s letter is believed to be the first in cen-
tral california from a priest to his parishioners on the topic.

STaTe

Mumbai attacks raise India-Pakistan tensions
ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (MCT) 

– India on Friday charged that mili-
tants with links to Pakistan were 
involved in the terrorist attack on 
major tourist sites in Mumbai, in 
which more than 160 civilians died. 
Pakistan denied the allegations but 
agreed to send an intelligence official 
to discuss them.

The rapidly rising tensions could 
scuttle a tentative peace process be-
tween the two nuclear-armed coun-
tries and even lead to a military con-
frontation, and some experts said 
they thought this might have been 
the aim of the terror operation.

“Preliminary reports point toward 
Karachi,” Indian Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh told his Pakistani 
counterpart, Yousaf raza gilani, gi-
lani’s office said in a statement.

“Preliminary evidence indicates 
elements with links to Pakistan are 
involved,” said India’s foreign min-
ister, Pranab Mukherjee. he added, 
however: “Proof cannot be disclosed 
at this time.”

gilani accepted Singh’s request to 
send the head of the Inter-Services 
Intelligence, Pakistan’s premier spy 
agency, Lt. gen. ahmed Shujaa Pa-
sha, “for exchange of information.” 
Later, Pakistan decided to dispatch a 
more junior ISI official instead, news 
reports said.

“when we’re not involved, and 
we have nothing to hide, we should 
not fear about this,” gilani said at 
a news conference, defending the 
move.

Indian naval officials said the 
militants came by boat from the 
Pakistani port of Karachi, while the 
home (interior) minister, Jaiprakash 
Jaiswal said a captured gunman had 
been identified as a Pakistani. Vilas-
rao Deshmukh, the head of the pro-

vincial government, said two British-
born Pakistanis were among gunmen 
arrested by Indian authorities.

a U.S. counterterrorism official 
said preliminary information indi-
cated the terrorists may be from the 
Kashmiri separatist group Lashkar-e-
Taiba, or army of the righteous, the 
armed wing of an extreme Pakistan-
based Sunni Muslim missionary or-
ganization blamed for numerous at-
tacks in India. The group has close 
links with Pakistan’s intelligence 
services.

he said the group is known for 
staging highly coordinated attacks 
by skilled fighters who are prepared 
to die. he also noted, however, that 
there are differences between the 
group’s previous attacks and the as-
sault on Mumbai, which singled out 
foreign nationals. 

The official asked for anonymity 
because he wasn’t authorized to dis-
cuss the issue openly.

other experts suggested that In-
dia-based militants were involved in 
the attacks.

“This is beyond the capabil-
ity of Lashkar-e-Taiba and beyond 
Pakistani intelligence,” said hassan 
abbas, a research fellow at harvard 
University and author of “Pakistan’s 
Drift Into extremism.”

“This is a new brand of radical 
Muslim group, a modern face, which 
is more similar to attacks in London 
(in 2005) and Madrid (in 2004) 
than with the Kashmiri cause.”

abbas pointed out that the clean-
shaven young assailants, captured in 
photographs, who clearly knew their 
way round luxury hotels, didn’t ap-
pear to be the products of an edu-
cation at a madrassa _ an Islamic 
school in Pakistan, which would 
be typical for members of Lashkar-

Map of Mumbai, India, with final update on terror attacks; the three day terrorist 
attack ended with the last three gunmen killed. MCT 2008

e-Taiba and similar groups such as 
Jaish-e-Mohammad.

wilson John, a senior fellow at 
observer research Foundation, a 
New Delhi based policy group, said 
Lashkar-e-Taiba was “the prime sus-
pect.” John, a critic of Pakistan, said 
the “modus operandi is the same as 
their past attacks, an attack with as-
sault rifles in a public place.”

Lashkar-e-Taiba was involved, by 
its own admission in the 2000 armed 
attack on the red Fort in Delhi, the 
assault on the Indian parliament in 
2001 and an attack on a temple in 
the Indian city of ahmedabad in 
2002. 

however, those strikes were 
amateurish compared with the well-
organized and large-scale terrorist 
operation in Mumbai this week and 
they weren’t directed against west-
ern nationals.

a former Pakistani security offi-
cial, in contact with figures associated 
with Lashkar-e-Taiba, said the group 
appeared to be “totally stunned” by 
the Mumbai attacks. The militant 
outfit also issued a formal denial on 
Thursday. The former official could 
not be identified because of the sen-
sitivity of the issue.

al-Qaida has strongly influenced 
Pakistani extremist groups, including 
Lashkar-e-Taiba, and many Pakistani 
militants were trained in osama bin 
Laden’s camps prior to the U.S. in-
vasion of afghanistan in 2001.

Lashkar fighters are known to 
have trained “from time to time” at 
bases belonging to bin Laden’s ter-
rorist network in Pakistan’s remote 
tribal area bordering afghanistan, 
the U.S. counterterrorism official 
said. however, al-Qaida has shown 
little interest in India.

EconoMy: hugE cutbacks for schools
From Page 1

than 2,500 prospective college stu-
dents by Meritaid.com, a college 
search web site, found that 57 per-
cent were considering less prestigious 
schools because of cost. Many stu-
dents are cutting costs even further 
by attending community colleges for 
two years before transferring to four-
year institutions to complete their 
undergraduate studies.

enrollment at oklahoma region-
al universities fell by 1.5 percent this 
semester, while the state’s communi-
ty college enrollment jumped by an 
almost identical amount 1.3 percent 
according to the oklahoma State 
regents for higher education.

community colleges, however, 
are facing their own economic prob-
lems. State budget cuts and declines 
in funding from local property-tax 
revenue have forced many of them 
to scale back popular programs, par-
ticularly vocational/technical courses 
that are more costly to offer and re-
quire additional state money.

“Unfortunately, the most expen-
sive programs that correlate to the 
highest-wage jobs are the ones that 
are most at risk,” said Stephen Kat-
sinas, the director of the education 
Policy center at the University of 
alabama. In a recent survey of com-
munity college officials in 49 states, 

Katsinas found that nearly half ex-
pect their states to impose midyear 
cuts in higher education appropria-
tions, which are typically the larg-
est discretionary items in most state 
budgets.

The funding problems also have 
limited the amount of student fi-
nancial aid that community colleges 
can offer and are creating enrollment 
waiting lists at a time when applica-
tions for admission are growing.

In Texas, community college en-
rollment is up 6 percent this year, 
an increase of more than 34,000 
students, said DeJuana Lozado, a 
spokeswoman for the Texas higher 
education coordinating Board.

at four-year schools, slowdowns 
in charitable giving, state funding 
cuts and poor investment returns 
have forced many to circle their fi-
nancial wagons after nearly a decade 
of solid enrollment gains, tuition 
increases and generally robust busi-
ness cycles. The University of Florida 
is slashing 430 positions, trimming 
enrollment by 1,000 students and 
imposing a 15 percent price increase 
on in-state undergraduates.

williams college is postponing 
renovation of an athletic field and 
other capital improvements, defer-
ring maintenance work and impos-
ing a hiring freeze on non-essential 
positions.

“how long these positions re-
main open will depend on the time 
it takes for the college’s revenue to 
stabilize. That’s likely to be many 
months, and in the case of some po-
sitions, it could be years before we’ll 
be confident enough to fill them,” 
williams President Morton owen 
Schapiro wrote in a recent letter to 
the college community. even vener-
able harvard University announced 
that it’s considering budget cuts this 
school year and next due to invest-
ment losses, mainly in its mammoth 
endowment, which was valued at 
$36 billion this summer.

“we must recognize that harvard 
is not invulnerable to the seismic fi-
nancial shocks in the larger world. 
our own economic landscape has 
been significantly altered ... while 
we can hope that markets will im-
prove, we need to be prepared to 
absorb unprecedented endowment 
losses and plan for a period of greater 
financial constraint,” harvard Presi-
dent Drew gilpin Faust wrote to the 
university community earlier this 
month. 

It wasn’t always like this. For 
many years, strong public funding 
for higher education was a given. 
But as more conservative republi-
can lawmakers were elected to con-
gress and state legislatures, spending 
priorities changed and funding dried 

up, forcing the higher education sec-
tor to step up its lobbying efforts.

In the 1990 election cycle, educa-
tion ranked 39th among 80 indus-
tries in terms of lobbyists’ contribu-
tions with $2.4 million, according to 
the center for responsive Politics. 
This election cycle, the education 
lobby ranks ninth and has contrib-
uted more than $38 million, mostly 
to Democratic candidates.

even if it gains influence in the 
solidly Democratic-led congress, 
however, getting more money for 
higher education won’t be easy in the 
current economic climate.

robert Berdahl, the president of 
the association of american Univer-
sities, which represents 62 research 
universities in the United States and 
canada, recently wrote congres-
sional leaders from both parties to 
ask that they increase loan limits in 
federal student-lending programs, 
increase research funding at the Na-
tional Institutes of health and pro-
vide underwriting or insure capital 
for university construction projects.

“If congress and the administra-
tion can assist research universities 
in addressing the challenges these 
institutions are facing, the return 
on that investment will be a stron-
ger economy not only in the coming 
year, but in the decades to come,” 
Berdahl wrote.

gEndEr bIas: tryIng to kEEP It Equal
From Page 1

among the state of washington’s 
public four-year universities, only 
washington State University has gen-
der parity. The University of wash-
ington is close, with an undergraduate 
student body of 51.6 percent female.

after that it ranges from 52.5 per-
cent female at central washington 
University to 58 percent at eastern 
washington University and 61.6 per-
cent at the University of washington 
Tacoma.

among private colleges, the Uni-
versity of Puget Sound is 58 percent 
female, Pacific Lutheran is 62.3 per-
cent while Seattle Pacific’s student 
body is more than two-thirds wom-
en.

while the admitted men at the 
University of washington this year 
tend to have lower grade point aver-
ages than the admitted women, the 
men tend to have higher SaT and 
acT scores.

This year, the university received 
more applications from high school 

girls than boys. and it offered admis-
sion to more women than men. That 
translates into an “admit rate” the 
percentage offered admission from 
the pool of applicants that is higher 
for girls than boys.

In a letter to high school college 
counselors, Ballinger said these num-
bers refute allegations of gender pref-
erence.

“while this may exist at some uni-
versities and colleges, it does not exist 
in undergraduate admissions here,” 
Ballinger wrote.

all the state schools but one have 
admit rates that are higher among 
girls than boys. The exception is 
washington State University, which 
offers admission to 75.9 percent of 
both male and female applicants.

even private schools already be-
yond the tipping point continue to 
accept a higher percentage of female 
applicants, for now at least.

which leads to the bigger ques-
tions: why aren’t boys succeeding in 
school at the same level as girls and 
what are we going to do about it?

nEw naME: PrEsIdEnt-ElEct school
From Page 1

another fifth-grade teacher asked 
students Jalani Johnson and Saman-
tha alburez, both 10, to write es-
says on why their school should be 
named for obama.

Interim Superintendent Joseph 
Laria praised both students and 
adults for urging the name change at 
the Thursday school board meeting. 
The board’s vote was 5-0.

as he voted, board president 
charles renfroe thought of his own 
fifth-grade teacher, artiebelle Lowe, 

who worked in a segregated, two-
room schoolhouse in rural alabama.

renfroe still recalls her joy at the 
news in 1955 that a Montgomery, 
ala., seamstress named rosa Parks 
had defied Jim crow laws by refus-
ing to move to the rear of a bus. “I 
just wish she could be around today 
to see how far we’ve come,” renfroe 
said of his former teacher.

“I think this will unite us,” said 
another board member, Betty cross, 
who has differed with the board on 
other issues.

hempstead Village Mayor wayne 

hall said naming the school after 
obama is appropriate. “The fact 
that he was elected on Nov. 4 as the 
first african american is the achieve-
ment,” hall said. “he doesn’t have 
to do anything else. The fact that he 
was elected is the ultimate achieve-
ment for all americans.”

a web search finds no mention 
of other schools or public facilities in 
the United States named for obama, 
though such moves are being advo-
cated in calumet city, Ill., and Port-
land, ore. 

In antigua, the prime minister 

has said he’s taking measures to have 
the island’s highest peak renamed 
Mount obama, according to the aP. 
a school in Kogelo, Kenya, birth-
place of obama’s father, was named 
for the president-elect after he was 
elected senator.

Suffolk Legislator Jon cooper, D-
Lloyd harbor, who headed obama’s 
campaign on Long Island, thinks 
renaming the school for a president 
before he’s inaugurated is a nation-
wide first. “I would not be surprised 
if this is going to start a trend,” he 
said.



featuresDecember 1, 2008 3

Mechistas host 17th high school conference
Csuf student leaders 
provide information to 
prospective students

By Sandy nuñez
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com

While some students slept in 
on Thanksgiving break, Mechista 
dancers of the MeCha de Csuf 
(MeCha stands for Movimento 
estudiantil Chicano/a de aztlan, a 
Latino student club), got up bright 
and early on Monday to prepare to 
welcome more than 430 students 
from 15 high schools and college 
programs for the 17th annual high 

school conference, “Caminado Hac-
emos Camino: Cambiando Nue-
stro Destino, Nuestra educacion, 
y Nuestras Comunidades” (as We 
Walk, We Make Our Path: Chang-
ing Our Destiny, Our education 
and Our Communities).

What once started as an idea to 
help students get information about 
college grew into a tradition of giv-
ing back to the community and 
expressing the importance of educa-
tion.

More than 15 workshops were 
held in the titan student union, 
providing students with informa-
tion on culture, college courses, and 
community leadership. The three 
sessions of workshops each had 

several workshops that allowed the 
students to sit in 
and participate in 
lectures.

students arrived 
at tsu Pavilions at 
7:35 a.m., where 
Mechistas were 
ready to welcome 
the students with 
pan dulce (Mexi-
can sweet bread), 
fresh milk and or-
ange juice. While 
the students en-
joyed their break-
fast, Mechistas 
and volunteers 
prepared materials 

for their various workshops. 
“The prepara-

tion for the high 
school confer-
ence began dur-
ing the summer, 
but the action 
began as soon as 
we started school 
this fall semester,” 
Dulce aguilera, 
vice president of 
Mecha de Csuf, 
said. “There are 
a lot different as-
pects to this event, 
so we delegated 
tasks to people in 
our chapter such 

as food, entertainment, speakers, 
and others.” 

 Gerald Green, Marco Morales, 
and Carlos Medina, students from 
Workman High school who at-
tended this year’s high school con-
ference, said they were excited and 
eager to learn what college will be 
offering them. They said they were 
particularly thrilled about the in-
formation distributed and are now 
thinking of their future. 

after a lunch of chicken, beef, 
tortillas, rice, beans and cheese en-
chiladas for the students prepared 
by Mechistas and volunteers, the af-
ternoon’s entertainment began.

 The first performer was son Ja-
rocho, followed by aztec dancers, 

Danza Xochipilli, who taught the 
students about the aztec culture. 
The closing act was the debut of 
Chilo, a young Latino rapper who 
performed three songs. 

 Once Chilo finished his last song, 
the Mechistas united together on 
stage to thank everyone who helped 
make the event possible.

 “The high school conference is 
one of our biggest events,” Carmen 
Lopez, the organizer of the event, 
said. “We are very thankful to all 
the volunteers and Mechistas who 
helped prepare for this event and to 
all the advisers as well. We are more 
than happy to lend our knowledge 
to the students and lead them on the 
right track to a higher education.”

“

“The preparation 
for the high school 
conference began 
during the summer, 
but the action began 
as soon as we started 
school this fall se-
meser.

– Dulce aguilera,
          MeCHa vice 

president

Video game industry hits the right 
buttons in a troubled economy

(MCT) DaLLas,  texas – Bail-
outs, bankruptcies, liquidations 
and layoffs have been the busi-
ness buzzwords over the last few 
months, but the videogame indus-
try remains stubbornly resistant to 
the gloom enveloping the rest of the 
economy.

While game industry executives 
and analysts aren’t ignoring the 
broader economic trends, all the 
evidence seems to point to a robust 
holiday season for game makers 
and sellers and continued prosper-
ity next year.

Part of the explanation for vid-
eogames’ continuing popularity, 
game insiders say, is the “nesting” 
effect, in which cash-strapped con-
sumers stop going out and look 
for ways to entertain themselves at 
home.

“Clearly, interactive entertain-
ment is a great value in a down 
economy,” said Dan DeMatteo, 
chief executive at Grapevine, texas-
based Gamestop Corp., the larg-
est standalone game retailer in the 
world.

The numbers seem to bear that 
out.

In October, videogame sales 
jumped 18 percent, according to 
market research firm NPD Group.

November has been solid, too, as 
Gamestop said in its quarterly earn-
ings conference call this month that 
initial signs for the fourth quarter 
are positive.

There are other signs that games 
remain as popular and lucrative as 
ever.

Blizzard entertainment Inc. said 
that Wrath of the Lich King, the lat-
est expansion for its popular World 
of Warcraft online game, sold more 
than 2.8 million copies in the first 
24 hours after it was released on 
Nov. 13.

Blizzard said the sales avalanche 
made Lich King the fastest-selling 
PC game of all time.

Microsoft Corp. has also done 
blockbuster business in the last few 
weeks.

The shooting game Gears of War 
2 for Microsoft’s Xbox 360 console 
went on sale on friday, Nov. 7, and 
sold more than 2 million copies 
over the weekend.

Generally, any game that sells 
more than 1 million copies is con-
sidered a big success.

and almost anything sold by 

Nintendo Co. remains a hot com-
modity, especially the new Wii fit 
exercise game for the Wii console, 
with Gamestop and other retailers 
reporting essen-
tially instant sell-
outs as copies hit 
shelves.

That’s not to 
say the game in-
dustry is ignoring 
the trends in other 
industries.

“We have 
some concerns 
about the short 
term,” DeMatteo 
said, noting that 
Gamestop has 
frozen hiring at its 
corporate offices. “We’re watching 
expenses as anybody would pru-
dently do.”

arvind Bhatia, a game industry 
analyst in Dallas with sterne agee, 
said it’s unrealistic to assume that 
games will be completely unscathed 
by the broader economy.

“I think we’re going to see rela-
tive outperformance (compared 
with the rest of the economy), but 

I don’t think the industry is im-
mune,” he said. “to think there will 
be zero impact is not right, in my 
opinion.”

Gamestop did 
lower slightly 
its projected 
earnings for the 
fourth quarter 
when it released 
the third-quarter 
numbers and said 
it will open fewer 
stores next year, 
after opening 
more than 600 in 
2008.

e l e c t r o n i c 
arts Inc., one of 
the largest game 

publishers, reported a second-quar-
ter loss of $310 million last month, 
much worse than the $195 million 
loss in the same period a year ear-
lier.

even so, ea did increase its sales 
to $894 million in the quarter from 
$640 million.

Gamestop’s DeMatteo said in-
dustry sales are forecast to grow 10 
percent to 15 percent next year.

That’s a best-case scenario, he 
conceded.

But if people continue nesting 
next year, “we could have a best-
case scenario,” he said.

some analysts think Gamestop is 
much too conservative in its official 
outlook.

“The company’s total sales growth 
guidance is pessimistic to the point 
of being ridiculous,” Wedbush 
Morgan analyst Michael Pachter 
wrote in a report Nov. 21.

Pachter said he expects holiday 
software sales to be “robust” and 
said Gamestop probably is equally 
confident internally.

“We believe that management 
is intent upon setting expectations 
that it can easily beat, and expect 
Gamestop to do so.”

regardless of the specific num-
bers, DeMatteo is clearly bullish on 
the business.

“I think we’re being prudently 
cautious given the environment 
we’re in,” he said. “But strategically, 
long range, do we believe videog-
ames are a robust, growing indus-
try? absolutely. How could you 
come to any different conclusion?”

Lisa Collins, from left, Matt Petri, Phil Lor and Mike Ortega shop at GameStop at Northpark Mall in Dallas, Texas, during their 
lunch break, November 20, 2008. While most industries are seeing a downturn in sales due to the slow economy, the gaming industry 
has had an increase in sales. 
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“

“I think we’re 
going to see relative 
outperformance ... 
but I don’t think the 
industry is immune. 

– arvind Bhatia,
      Game industry analyst

(MCt) fOrt WOrtH, texas  
Most people think in words. terry 
stickels thinks in spatial images and 
numbers.

stickels sits alone in his east fort 
Worth apartment up to 16 hours a 
day and creates mind-bending puz-
zles designed to intrigue, amuse and 
perhaps enlighten.

The 55-year-old is among the 
leading puzzlemeisters in the coun-
try and has produced 12 top-selling 
puzzle books, calendars and games.

He used to create those puzzles 
found in the back of airline in-
flight magazines. as of this month, 
his puzzles are syndicated by King 
features, an organization behind 
many of the comics and other fea-
tures that appear in newspapers and 
magazines.

His puzzle column, “stickelers,” 
has been picked up by the New 
York Daily News, The Denver Post, 
The Oregonian, the Chicago sun-
times, the seattle Post-Intelligenc-
er and the arizona Daily star, said 
King spokeswoman Claudia smith.

stickels also gives talks on criti-
cal thinking and problem solving to 
schools, business groups or anyone 
else who asks.

stickels lives and breathes puz-
zles. as he drives around, a signpost 
juxtaposed against a building can 
spark an idea.

He will look at someone’s shirt 
and see a geometric design and 
shadows that awaken a notion for 
a puzzle that involves shaded stacks 
of three-dimensional boxes.

“What I do is demented and sil-
ly,” stickels said.

His knack of seeing puzzles ev-
erywhere isn’t something he can 
turn off, and for the most part, he 
doesn’t want to.

“I don’t have a choice in the mat-
ter,” he said. “This chose me. I also 
get paid to be silly, and where is 
there a better job than that?”

The native Nebraskan moved to 
fort Worth a couple of years ago 
to stay close to his 14 year-old son, 
alex, a sophomore at Lamar High 
school in arlington, texas, who 
moved here with stickels’ ex-wife. 
He says they still are friends.

By his own account, stickels was 
a strange kid.

He didn’t speak until he was 3. 
He said he became consumed by 
puzzles when he was 10 or 11.

“It was probably because it was 
an activity where I didn’t have to be 
verbal,” he said.

Brain-teasers were a fascination 
and an obsession throughout his 
youth.

stickles grew up in Omaha, Neb. 
He quarterbacked the football team 
at the university of Nebraska at 
Omaha while majoring in geogra-
phy and natural sciences.

for almost 20 years, he worked 
for union Pacific railroad. He 
worked as a switchman, conduc-
tor and brakeman, and then moved 
into labor relations. all the while, 
he created puzzles.

He started selling some to news-
papers in the early 1990s. By 1997, 
he was a full-time puzzle master.

His puzzles appear weekly in 
more than 600 newspapers through 
usa Weekend magazine, a com-
petitor to Parade Magazine.

When the film “a Beautiful 
Mind” came out a few years ago, 
universal studios asked him to 
come up with some puzzles for the 
film’s Web site, www.abeautiful-
mind.com. The film was about John 
Nash, a mathematical genius. stick-
els said the puzzles registered more 
interest than any other links on the 
Web site.

stickels is reluctant to suggest a 
connection between puzzles and 
high IQs.

“It would be dishonest to say 
there is,” he said. “There isn’t 
enough information, but some of 
the greatest thinkers of all time have 
been puzzle fanatics.

“I’m not that smart. I just allow 
my brain to have fun with things.”

stickels said he neither drinks 
nor smokes. He gets a high creating 
puzzles.

He also enjoys solving puzzles 
sent to him by mathematicians, 
physicists and scientists, but these 
are likely to be dense, mind-numb-
ing, multilayered conundrums. One 
recently took him three months to 
solve.

“It drove me nuts,” he said.
for newspapers, magazines and 

books, he tries to keep his puzzles 
fun yet challenging. 

Despite his avowed lack of verbal 
skills, words are part of a series of 
his puzzles called frame Games.

He said children are among his 
biggest fans. His hope is that his 
puzzles might encourage some to 
seek careers in math or science.

stickels says he believes that 
most children are born with a spa-
tial sense that most schools fail to 
encourage.

Creator of mind-benders 
for magazines sees puzzles
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Providing insight, analysis
 and perspective since 1960

Any feedback, positive or negative, is 
encouraged, as we strive to keep an open 
dialogue with our readership. The Daily 
Titan reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, grammar and spelling. Direct all 
comments, questions or concerns along 
with your full name and major to Daily 
Titan Opinion Editor Austen Montero at 
opinion@dailytitan.com.

Letters 
to the
Editor:

Here we are, the first day on 
campus after a week of holiday 
parties, carb comas and best of 
all: no SCHooL! Wasn’t that 
nice? 

Even those of us who got the 
esteemed honor of servicing the 
public during the Thanksgiving 
holiday had a couple of days free 
from the hassles of college life 
and university parking. 

So, how many are feeling re-
freshed and ready to take on the 
last few weeks of the semester 
with the intellectual vigor they 
had four months ago? probably 
not a whole lot. Unfortunately 
for most of us, that academic mo-
tivation has been picked to the 
bone like a Thanksgiving turkey.

it is easy to let the sloth of a 
good Thanksgiving break weigh 
heavy in our steps as we finish 
out a semester’s worth of academ-
ic toil. But consider this an ad-
vanced pep talk about the impact 
these next few tests, quizzes and 
homework assignments mean to 
the peace and serenity of that 
two-month holiday break just 
around the corner.

For those who have a tendency 
to develop that age-old viral reac-
tion toward class attendance, just 
know that this is probably one of 
the only times during a semester 
where those innocuous “partici-

pation points” on the class sylla-
buses that no one pays attention 
to actually come into play. 

Many teachers expect students 
to ditch this time of year. By now, 
they already know just how they 
are going to punish the truants: 
can anybody say “pop quiz”? 

A missed five to 10-point op-
portunity here and there is the 
most conventional method of 
killing a student’s grade at the 
end of the semester.

on the other hand, those who 
make an effort this time of year 
tend to reap rewards given by 
charitable teachers. 

This is the best time of the year 
for extra credit opportunities for 
those that need them. So it is def-
initely in a student’s best interest 
to come to class.

Think of it this way: The mo-
mentary joy students get from 
holiday-induced laziness will 
only last through the holiday. But 
the grade earned because of it is 
going to be in print and on re-
cord for every boss and academic 
acceptance board that will come 
long after the days of life as an 
undergrad. 

These next few weeks are noth-
ing more than wind sprints to 
prepare us for a time in our lives 
where breaks and extended holi-
days are few and far between.

One last push for a grade

By Amy Robertson

The Gossip Girl
Daily Titan Columnist

 Conspiracy theorists are a little 
crazy. i tried my hand with the wild 
assumptions they deal with once but 
it didn’t turn out so well for me. 

Though i suppose few conspiracy 
theories turn out very well. it would 
negate the whole meaning of the 
term, wouldn’t it?

Although i was wrong before (ni-
cole Ritchie really was pregnant – 
damn her for proving me wrong), i 
think i’m on to something this time 
around. 

it may not happen for months and 
months or even years and years, but 
mark my words, Christina Aguilera 
and her husband, Jordan Bratman, 
are going to get separated.

This is not something i want to 
happen. i love Christina. i’m a huge 
fan of her music and she is such a 
strong, inspiring woman. Further-
more, her and Jordan are a cute 
couple. They’re an odd pair, but cute 
nonetheless. He’s also been a positive 
influence on her. 

The songstress has noted in mul-
tiple interviews how much she has 

changed for the better thanks to her 
hubby.

However, a few red flags have 
made me worry about the state of 
their relationship. First off, there was 
a report in Life and Style magazine 
in July that talked about how Chris-
tina was reverting back to her old, 
partying ways.

it was quite evident in the several 
pictures of her clubbing that she was 
having fun with her life. 

But, there was something else 
quite noticeable in the pictures. 
There were not many photos of her 
with her husband, but in the one 
picture there was in the story, they 
didn’t even appear happy. 

Granted, i’m not psychic and 
i don’t know what goes on behind 
closed doors, but the facial expres-
sions pretty much spoke for them-
selves.

And, in almost every picture i’ve 
seen of the married couple since 
then, i have witnessed that same 
emotion of apathy that i saw this 
past summer.

Also in the story from July, i 
noticed that Christina was photo-
graphed without her wedding ring.

As an intern at a celebrity gossip 
magazine, one thing i was told to al-
ways look out for was whether or not 
celebrities are wearing their wedding 
rings. Typically, that’s an indicator of 
possible problems.

possible problems aside, it is nor-
mal for some celebrities, and even 
“ordinary” people to just not wear 
their rings. Beyonce and Jay-Z, for 
example, didn’t wear wedding bands 
at all until just recently.

My ex-boyfriend also didn’t be-
lieve in wedding rings and would 
probably never wear one if he had 
things his way.

However, with Christina and Jor-
dan, they went from wearing their 
bands to Christina (i don’t see many 
pictures of Jordan) not wearing hers. 
And it wasn’t just one occasion that 
she may have just forgotten to put 
it on. Many of Christina’s photos 
i’ve seen show her with a naked left 
hand.

on top of everything, she has one 
even bigger thing working against 
her – she’s a celebrity. Most celebrity 
marriages, sadly, end up in divorce. 

i’m usually an optimist about 
things, especially love, but stars just 
don’t have a good track record when 
it comes to lasting marriages.

of course, you always want your 
favorite stars to be the exception. 
However, there’s no denying reality. 
Just look at some once ideal couples 
– Jennifer Aniston and Brad pitt, for 
example, or Reese Witherspoon and 
Ryan phillippe (i like Jake Gyllen-
haal more, though).

There are so many things going 
against Christina’s marriage, and i 
hate to even think it, but there’s an 
undeniable chance that her and her 
hubby may be no more someday. i 
even bet my boss that it would hap-
pen. 

i don’t think she’s too worried 
about losing, and knowing how my 
last conspiracy theory played out, 
she may be right. But only time will 
tell. 

The Christina Aguilera conspiracy theory

As a child, i longed for Christmas 
morning. 

it was the one day i woke up to 
a train chugging around my living 
room as the aroma from my mom’s 
cinnamon rolls filled the house. 
Actually, the train thing only hap-
pened once, but the cinnamon rolls 
were an annual treat.

Every toy, game, stuffed animal 
and doll i asked for in the last year 
sat on the fireplace waiting for me 
to claim it. 

i gazed at the decorative bags, 
boxes and shiny bows resting under 
the brightly lit tree, and although i 

knew what most of them contained, 
i tried to guess what was in the pack-
ages i hadn’t peeked into.

Santa, sporting a red suit, white 
beard and giant bag filled with toys 
left these magical gifts. He somehow 
got into the house by landing his 
sleigh and reindeer on the roof and 
then shuffled down the chimney. He 
ate all my chocolate chip cookies and 
carrots – the carrots i gladly gave to 
his reindeer.

Christmas is my favorite holiday, 
but it takes a lot of preparation, 
which never used to bother me. See-
ing the various Santa displays at the 
mall or hearing Christmas carols 
in the grocery store months before 
Christmas meant it was near, and i 
couldn’t wait. 

All i wanted was Thanksgiving to 
be over so i could unwrap my gifts.

now i feel differently. Christmas 
is still my favorite holiday, but i 
don’t appreciate the early prepara-
tion. it is stressful. 

not only does it mean Christmas 
is close, but so is the end of the se-
mester, and there is so much to do.

Weeks before Thanksgiving, i 
walk into Target to get ink for my 
printer, or Trader Joe’s for my favor-
ite bagels, and i’m bombarded by 
Santa statues, fake trees and candy 
canes.

This obtrusive décor brings to 
mind all the exams, term papers and 
presentations that must be finished, 
and i haven’t event started, let alone 
read the guidelines. 

i start making mental lists and 
unrealistic schedules to finish my 
assignments, but instead i just give 
myself a headache.

The term “holiday season” im-
plies there is more than one holiday, 
but the main one is Christmas. The 
preceding holidays are often forgot-
ten and thought of as days people 
must get past so they can move on 
to Christmas.

To help people remember other 
holidays exist, and to keep me from 
burning my assignment sheets and 
study guides, annoying Christmas 
bows and snowmen should not be 
put up until closer to Christmas, 
after the few Thanksgiving decora-
tions that were put up have been 
taken down.

The Christmas crunch comes too soon
By Amy DEmpsEy

Daily Titan Staff writer
opinion@dailytitan.com
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12pt Headline...................$1.75
16pt Headline...................$2.50
Border..............................$5.50

• Weekly and monthly rates are 
  also available.
• For classified display ads, 
  please see our rate card for 
  rate information.

Deadlines:
Classified Line Ads:
3 Business days before printing 
  @ 12 noon.
Classified Display Ads:
3 Business days before printing
  @ 12 noon.

Payment:
Please make checks payable 
to: "The Daily Titan" 
We also accept Visa and 
Mastercard

Read the Daily Titan online @
www.dailytitan.com

6500
Help Wanted

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU

7400
Houses for Rent/Sale

Humorscopes 
       brought to you by humorscope.com
 Aries   (March 21 - April 19)
You will find solace, and it won’t look at all like 
you expected.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
You will read an oevre in a new genre. Actually, 
it will be an X-Men(tm) comic book, but you’ve 
never been one of those stuffy people who are 
unwilling to try new things.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Today you will turn over a new leaf. Good for you! 
We were all getting a little tired of you, you know, 
as you were.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
You might consider picking up some holy water 
and a few stout wooden stakes. They’ll come in 
handy soon, although I’m not sure how.
Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Time to do something about that high blood pres-
sure. Have you tried leeches?
Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
Today you will notice yet another large freshly-
dug mound of dirt in your neighbor’s back yard. 
It’s probably nothing -- he probably just digs at 
night if he can’t get to sleep. I know I do.
Libra (September 23 - October 22)
Don’t you owe someone a thank-you note? If not, 
send one anyway -- that’s always fun.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
You will develop a sudden bizarre craving for a 
bologna sandwich on white bread with mayon-
naise and iceberg lettuce. Fight it!
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
People will stare at you today. Unknown to you, 
you are starting to look more and more like a 
large frog. A career in basketball may be in your 
future.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
You will have trouble with the telephone, in which, 
no matter what number you call, you reach “Mo’s 
Leather Emporium”. Don’t take it lightly.
Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
You will spend a lot of time contemplating four-
dimensional space. Unfortunately, you’ll keep 
getting distracted by things popping into non-
existance around you.
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
You will accidentally overhear scientists telling 
each other jokes. Surprisingly, the one that starts 
“So, a bilaterally symmetrical eumetazoan walks 
into a bar” will be really funny. (I won’t spoil it 
for you here.)

Part Time Tutors Needed for 
Math / English 
school aged kids, small groups 
60 kids in Fullerton. Monday-
Thursday 2:30pm-6:00pm $12-
$16/hour Email: amchan5@yahoo.
com  (562)631-4788

Sitters wanted.$10+ per hour. 
Register free for jobs near campus 
or home. www.student-sitters.com
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Our Company is looking for self 
motivated but team oriented busi-
ness builders who have a non-
stop drive for  success. Perfect job 
for students. make $1500 in your 
first week. Complete training is 
available. Please contact: 
successdailyllc@gmail.com

Brought to you by the people at www.dailysudoku.com

Kid’s Nite Out is hiring child-
care professionals! Positions 
are part-time with flexible 
scheduling. Call 321-278-7410 
to schedule an interview.

Administrative Assistant-Fullerton
Real Estate Development / Pre 
School Operations. Multi Tasker 
Knowledge Word/Excel. Desktop 
Publishing must.P/T $15/Hr 
 714-323-9632

P R O F E S S I O N A L 
BABYSITTERS NEEDED/Work 
around your schedule. Filling 
Day & Night Part-Time Positions. 
Over 18, reliable transportation, 
previous experience.
$9-10/hr (based on experience) 
Apply Online at www.seekingsit-
ters.com. Contact (714) 788-6603.   

P/T Small invitation/bridal 
business looking for help with 
customer service/sales , order 
taking of  inivtations, clerical 
tasks, and planning/market-
ing for upcoming Bridal Expo. 
Hours flexible - (714) 572-1363 

Condo For Sale!Walking distance 
from CSUF. Upgraded 2 Bedroom 
2Bath. Single Story. Large private 
patio, community pool. $325,000. 
(714)595-4783

Well equipped and comfortable 
apartment for rent. Price $750 
with 1 months first payment in 
a Residential Enviormnet that 
has a lot of shopping place, 
supermarket and other leisure 
places. For moredetails contact 
Maxmark1988@gmail.com

Garden Grove. Female preferred. 
Room 4 rent.  $550/month.  
Bedroom w/ private bath.  Close 
commute to school.  Safe neigh-
borhood.  No pets, smoking, ille-
gal drugs, or drinking allowed.
Please call (714) 530-9859 leave 
message or Call after 6:00PM

Sales Pros Wanted
Earn $6,000 Monthly Plus 
Benefits No Exp Nec Will Train 
email tom.s@Phreshtadef.com 
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Big first half rally enough to snap losing streak
After dropping their first two games at the 76 Classic, CsUF rallies to end losing streak and take seventh place at Anaheim tournament

The Cal state Fullerton men’s 
basketball team rallied from an early 
deficit and hung on late to snap its 
three-game losing streak by defeat-
ing Charlotte 92-84 in overtime on 
sunday at the 76 Classic.

“We put the other two games 
behind us and really came out and 
competed,” CsUF Head Coach Bob 
Burton said. “I think this was a huge 
confidence builder here.”

The titans trailed by seven early 
in the game, but went on a 32-16 
run, led by Josh Akognon with 13 
points and Chris rhymes with 10 
points, to close out the half and take 
a lead they would never give up to 
improve their record to 3-4 and drop 
the 49ers record to 1-6.

After falling in their first two 
games to No. 24 Wake Forest and 
suffering an ugly loss to st. Mary’s, 
the win gave the titans a seventh 
place finish at the 76 Classic with 
the 49ers taking eighth.

“It was the defensive end,” Ako-
gnon said. “We started to get stops 
and there aren’t too many people in 
the country who can stop us on the 
break and we have to understand 
that starts with defense.”

Akognon led the way again for 
the titans by scoring a game-high 
26 points and finished the tourna-
ment by averaging 24.7 points per 
game in three games. Charlotte’s Di-
Juan Harris and Ian Andersen shared 
a team-high 15 points in the losing 
effort.

Despite Akognon’s high point 
total, Burton credited the off-the-
bench contributions of rhymes, who 
scored 12 points during 14 minutes 
of play, as what took the lead and 
eventually secured the win.

“I think he turned the game 
around out there,” Burton said. 
“He’s going to be really good, but he 
had major ACL (surgery) just seven 
months ago. We know he can play.”

Akognon missed a jump shot from 

the top of the arc with two seconds 
left in regulation to send the game 
into overtime.

In the extra session the titans 
went on a 7-0 run to take the lead 
and sealed the win with an uncon-
tested dunk by Aaron Thompson, 
who finished the game with 11 
points.

Marcio Lassiter (13 points) and 
Gerard Anderson (11 points) also 
finished the game in double figures 
for the titans and papa Guisse pulled 
down a game-high 11 rebounds and 
added eight points in the win. 

After losing the lead, the 49ers re-
sponded in the second half by clos-
ing out the game on a 7-0 run that 
forced the overtime, but the team 
never regained its early lead.

“It takes a lot of energy to come 

back from that type of deficit,” 
Charlotte Head Coach Bobby Lutz 
said. “I don’t know if fatigue played a 
part of that or their (CsUF) defense 
did. We just couldn’t get a defensive 
rebound whenever we got a stop.”

The titans outrebounded the 49ers 
48-35 for the game and grabbed 18 
offensive boards to the 49ers 17 on 
the defensive end, which made Lutz 
upset with his team’s play.

“We got plenty of stops down the 
stretch. I thought our defense was 
really good,” Lutz said. “It was our 
failure to rebound the basketball 
that hurts.”

The titans tough schedule will 
next take them to Louisiana to face 
Louisiana state University on tues-
day at 5 p.m. at the Maravich Cen-
ter.

By Michal olszewski
Daily Titan Sports Editor
molszewski@dailytitan.com

Above: Aaron Thompson hangs from the rim after dunking the ball and clinching Cal State Fullerton’s overtime win in the final 
minute against Charlotte at the 76 Classic at the Anaheim Convention Center on Sunday. Right: Josh Akognon drives hard around a 
Charlotte defender during the Titans overtime win against Charlotte.

Photos By John synco/Daily Titan Web Editor

For full coverage of the Titans run at the 76 Classic versus 
Wake Forest and St. Mary’s, visit www.dailytitan.com/sports

Above: The Titan bench cheers as the 
team closes the gap late during their 
75-69 loss to the No. 24 Wake Forest 
Demon Deacons during the opening 
round of the 76 Classic on Thursday 
at the Anaheim Convention Center. 
The Titans hung in with the Demon 
Deacons despite an obvious size 
disparity between the teams and looked 
to pull a big upset with a rally late 
before the Deacons took control with 
time running out.
Right: Titan fans came out in full force 
to support the men’s basketball team 
despite the Wake Forest game being 
played on Thanksgiving day.

Photos By Don nguyen/
Daily Titan Staff Photographer
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