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Hi, it’s Barry: Ways to 
tell it’s not Obama 
calling you

Clips of the brawl ‘De la 
Hoya vs. Pacquiao’ 

“The Golden Boy” Oscar De 
la Hoya takes on the Pilipino 
“Mexicutioner” Manny Pacquiao 
in Las Vegas.

Despite his long run in the 
sport, veteran boxer De la Hoya 
chose to step in the ring and 
compete against one of the sports 
fastests fists.

Check out some of the high-
lights from the fight.

When Barack Obama called 
Florida Republican Congresswom-
an Ileana Ros-Lehtinen she hung 
on him. Then when he called back, 
she hung up on him again. Then 
Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel 
called and she hung up on him, too 
(okay, that one is understandable).

Apparently she thought it was a 
hoax. “I thought it was one of the 
radio stations in South Florida play-
ing an incredible, elaborate, terrific 
prank on me,” she said. Those clev-
er right-wing Cubans _ you’ve got 
to up pretty early in the morning to 
fool them. Just look at how success-
ful they’ve been overthrowing Cas-
tro and turning Havana back into 
Las Vegas keeping the embargo on 
Cuba going.

But for people less savvy than 
the Congresswoman, how do you 
know if it’s really Obama calling 
you? Hard to always be sure, but 
here are some ways to tell that it’s 
not Barack Obama calling you...

– You hear someone in the back-
ground saying that traffic is backed 
up 20 minutes on the outbound 
crossings.

– He mispronounces his own 
name as “Osama.”

– He asks you if you’re happy 
with your regional calling plan.

– He says he’s “looking at you 
right now.”

– He mentions something called 
“the phrase that pays.”

– He calls during “Gossip Girl.

The Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute will be hosting a lecture 
Tuesday in the Ruby Gerontol-
ogy Center at 7 p.m. about dif-
ferent communication styles. 

In this class, the focus will 
be on developing awareness of 
different communication styles 
across cultures. Participants will 
learn practical techniques and 
skills that will also help them be 
flexible and mindful intercultural 
communicators. Speaker: Jean 
Hotta, International & Exchange 
Student Advisor, CSUF. 

For more information please 
contact OLLI at (714) 278 
-2446. 

Welfare check 
leads to court

Daily Titan reader’s confrontation with Seal Beach police results 
in firing from job, hiring lawyers and $80,000 worth of debt 

By EDGAR RASCON
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

A few months ago, John Roe 
was surfing the internet when he 
found an article that assured him 
he was not alone.

The story was of Bruce Bene-
dict, a former Seal Beach resi-
dent, who filed a $1 million law-
suit against the Seal Beach Police 
Department after he claimed of-
ficers confiscated 40 to 50 mari-
juana plants, forced him to move 
out of the city and tried to make 
him a police informant. Benedict 
claims it was legal to have the 
plants because he was a caregiver 
to medical marijuana patients 
and a patient himself.

Roe, 27, a resident of Seal 
Beach and a medical marijuana 
patient, is facing one count of 
cultivation of marijuana, a felo-
ny, stemming from an incident, 
which occurred with the Seal 
Beach Police on March 1, 2008. 

Roe’s story highlights the dif-
ficulties patients of medical mari-
juana face – even in a state where 
medical marijuana is legal – and 
how contradicting laws can create 
a confusing legal gray area.

Roe’s lawyers assert that this 
case resulted from an illegal 
search and seizure and that he is 
protected by Proposition 215 the 
Compassionate Use Act, which 
protects medical marijuana pa-
tients from criminal penalties 
for possession and cultivation for 
personal use.

“This particular case should 
not have gone this far,” said 
Stephanie Loftin of Long Beach 
Law, one of the attorneys repre-
senting Roe.

“In my opinion I think what 
we have is a couple of cowboys 

who got a little overexcited when 
the call came in” continued Lof-
tin. “They got a call from a worried 
mama and all they had to do was 
knock on the door and tell him to 
call home.”

Roe’s lawyers are challenging the 
legality of a search conducted by 
the officers to decide whether the 
police needed a warrant, or had 
sufficient evidence to enter his resi-
dence. Roe’s lawyers also hope to 
establish a standard procedure for 
police conducted welfare check-ins 
for future cases.

In October, Roe and his attor-
ney’s were denied a motion to have 
evidence in the case suppressed on 
the basis that it was obtained dur-
ing an illegal search and seizure, 
which violated the Fourth amend-
ment. He has pleaded not guilty 
and if his lawyers’ efforts to get the 
case dismissed fail, his case stands 
to go to trial on Dec. 18.

The judge ruled that given the 
circumstances – Roe’s mental his-
tory,  his alleged initial denial of 
owning guns and the expired pre-
scription – the officers were not un-
reasonable in searching the apart-
ment and confiscating Roe’s guns 
and marijuana-cultivation equip-
ment. Futhermore, Roe would have 
to answer to the cultivation charge.

A rough night with 
some rough cops

According to Roe, the series of 
events began one evening in early 
March when he suddenly dropped 
and broke the new laptop his moth-
er had purchased for him.

“I was upset and needed some-
one to talk to,” Roe said.

He tried calling his mother who 
lived in Kentucky, but could only 
get her voicemail.

“I asked her to call me as soon as 
she could and said I felt like I was 
having a mental breakdown,” he 
said about the voicemail.

He was woken up by the ring 
of his cell phone around 6:20 a.m. 
Stacy Dortch, Roe’s sister was call-
ing to check on him. She explained 
their mother was worried because 
she couldn’t get a hold of him.

 After briefly explaining the 
events of the previous night,  Roe 
told his sister he was going back to 
sleep and that he would call their 
mother when he woke up. So he 
was surprised when his phone rang 
again a few minutes later.

It was his sister again. She said 
that in her worry, their mother had 
called the police to conduct a wel-
fare check-in on him and that they 
were already on the way. Roe was 
still on the phone when he heard a 
knock at the door.

“I have to go, I think that’s them,” 
Roe said before hanging up.

It was approximately 6:40 a.m. 
when he opened his door to find 
three officers standing outside, two 
of them had their guns drawn, ac-
cording to Roes.

“Officer Mike Henderson had 
his pistol out of the holster, and Of-
ficer Gonshak was in full riot gear 
holding an AR-15 assault rifle,” 
Roe said. “I remember seeing the 
SWAT on his chest,” he recalled.

He did not see a weapon on the 
third policemen, Officer Steven 
Chauncey.

After asking how he was doing, 
to which Roe responded he was 
fine, Roe said Officer Henderson 
asked him to step outside so they 
could talk. The Kentucky native 
initially refused and again tried to 
reassure the men he was OK.

“There was police officers point-
ing guns at me, which was scary. I 
grew up around guns, avidly hunt-

ed but have never had a loaded gun 
pointed at me,” Roe said.

 Roe said he then took a step 
back into his apartment at which 
point Henderson grabbed him by 
the wrist, pulled him out of his 
apartment, handcuffed him, and 
began to pat him down while in-
quiring about a gun.

Although he owned two firearms 
at the time, Roe said he initially 
told Henderson he didn’t have a 
gun because he thought the officer 
was asking if he had one on his per-
son.

Roe claims that as he sat hand-
cuffed outside, Henderson entered 
his apartment. It was at that point 
that Roe began to yell to the offi-
cer that he did not have the right to 
search his property.

Henderson reemerged and asked 
Roe where he kept his gun. When 
he realized what the officer meant, 
Roe directed him to where his guns 
were located.

The police told Roe they received 
a call from his mom who was wor-
ried because he owned a gun and 
could be suicidal. Roe also said one 
of the officers told him they had 
been to the residence 10 years ear-
lier and stopped the resident from 
committing suicide. This informa-
tion had police on guard despite the 
fact that it was a different resident 
who had lived in the apartment 
nearly a decade earlier. 

“In California, if there is an issue 
of mental health, we have the right 
to go into a residence and secure 
the firearms,” an officer explained 
to Roe that night. The incident was 
recorded by a device on one of the 
officers belts and a copy was ob-
tained by the Daily Titan.

“It’s a statute,” he added.
 According to the police report, 

both guns were found in their cases 

Funds 
dwindle 
for ‘Big 3’

Amanda Emery, a junior at the 
University of Michigan-Flint, was 
born and raised in a General Motors 
family.

Her parents both logged more 
than 30 years on the job for the au-
tomotive giant her mother, Cathy, as 
a skilled welder in a Flint truck plant 
and her father, Gary, as a company 
electrician and supervisor.

Her uncle worked on the assem-
bly line in a GM plant in Flint, and 
a cousin works on the assembly line 
at the same Flint factory.

Now retired from GM, Emery’s 
parents live off their company retire-
ment packages, which include thou-
sands of dollars in monthly income 
and health insurance for them and 
their children, among other ben-
efits.

“Basically, you’re talking about 
people that are assured that they’re 
getting their retirement money,” she 
said. “They’ve worked for it for 30 
years; they’re thinking their money 
is safe.”

But with GM burning through 
its cash reserves and teetering on the 
edge of bankruptcy, the Emery fam-
ily is facing the possibility that GM 
veterans Cathy and Gary could soon 
lose most of their income.

That would leave 29-year-old 
Amanda, a journalism and photog-
raphy double major at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, with the responsi-
bility of helping support her family, 
assisting her mother to make pay-
ments for not only her own house 
but Amanda’s grandfather’s home in 
Kentucky and providing some form 
of health care for Amanda’s aging 
parents. Her father would be able 
to pick up work somewhere, but her 
mother would not.

“Somebody would have to pick 
up the slack, and I’d have to figure 
something out,” she said. “I would 
have to drop down from [studying] 
full-time to part-time because I’d 
have to work more for sure.”

With executives from the Big 
Three automakers rebuffed in their 
attempt to obtain critical rescue 
loans from the federal government, 
the crisis engulfing the American 
auto industry has deepened, and its 
effects can be felt throughout Michi-
gan as more plants shut down and 
workers lose their jobs.

But hardly mentioned so far has 
been the impact on students. For 
them, the future looks increasingly 
uncertain with parents subject to 
layoffs, tuition assistance and schol-
arship programs getting cut and an 
already weakened workforce set to 
lose even more jobs should the auto 
industry falter even more.

More than a half-dozen students 
whose parents work for one of the 
Big Three said they feared for their 
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A world of change for Afghan women
KABUL, Afghanistan (MCT) – Most of these wom-

en do not like burqas, which conceal everything and 
make women look like giant blue shuttlecocks. One 
complained that when the Taliban forced her to wear 
one, she could not fit her glasses under the tight head-
band, so she could not see. Another remembered how 
her daughter, unused to the long garment, tripped and 
scraped her knees.

So it is with some measure of irony that these Afghan 
women now sew mini-burqas for foreigners to put on 
wine bottles. They know the math: They can make as 
many as 35 wine-bottle burqas from a real burqa, and 
they can earn a significant amount of money for an Af-
ghan woman, at least.

“I don’t know why the foreigners like them,” said Mar-
zia, 30, who like many Afghans has one name. “Maybe 
they like them for their children, maybe for themselves. 
Maybe they like them because it’s interesting to have a 
burqa.”

The women learned about the odd tastes of foreigners 
through the Women of Hope Project, started by Betsy 
Beamon, an American who left her customer-service job 
with US Airways after the Sept. 11 attacks and moved to 

Afghanistan to help women.
In a country now considered the major focus of the 

U.S.-led war on terror, where the Taliban is gaining 
strength, where corruption is endemic and foreigners 
and Afghan officials are accused of gobbling up most aid 
money, this project is a rarity. It shows how one person 
can help, on a small scale at least, and how far women 
have come since the rule of the Taliban, who whipped 
women if they did not wear burqas or if they tried to 
work.

“I had become obsessed with what had happened to 
them,” said Beamon, a mother of two who favors jeans 
and long embroidered shirts. “I wondered, what happens 
to a woman’s spirit when she’s been made invisible for 
six years?”

Beamon, from Virginia Beach, Va., has had five for-
eign volunteers in seven years. Her Web site, www.
womenofhopeproject.org, is not quite finished; she can-
not take credit cards in Kabul; and her e-mail inbox has 
1,052 unanswered queries. But somehow her project 
has helped employ about 1,000 women including 100 
main 

See AFGHAN,  Page 2

Tracking and comparing 
the American economy
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IN oTher NewS
Village admits being Mumbai killer home

Turning CO2 from coal-fired plants, algae into oil

FARIDKOT (MCT) – The lone gunman captured alive by Indian police 
during the terrorist attack on Mumbai a week and a half ago comes from a 
dirt-poor village in Pakistan’s southern Punjab region where a banned Isla-
mist group has been actively recruiting young men for “jihad,” according to 
residents of the village and official records seen by Mcclatchy Newspapers. 
ajmal ameer Kasab, the dark haired 21-year-old man arrested by Indian au-
thorities in the first hours of the assault in which more than 170 people died 
left the village four years ago, several residents said. he would return once 
a year to his small family home, and one villager recalled him talking about 
freeing the Muslim-dominated region of Kashmir from India.

his origins are a key to the investigation of the attack and could have a 
profound impact on relations between nuclear-armed India and Pakistan, al-
ready at the brink of confrontation. Until now, the Pakistan government has 
repeatedly said that there was no solid evidence to back Indian accusations 
that the gunmen came from Pakistan.

a Mcclatchy reporter visited the village three times in four days and ob-
tained official electoral records, which showed that ajmal’s parents, as named 
by the Indian authorities, indeed reside in the village.

LEXINGTON, Ky. (MCT) – eliminating greenhouse gases and devel-
oping new, non-petroleum-based fuels are two of america’s biggest environ-
mental challenges. University of Kentucky researchers think algae might of-
fer an answer. They propose to employ algae to scrub carbon dioxide from 
the flue-gases of coal-fired power plants of which Kentucky has many and 
use the algae to produce an oil that could then be refined into fuel.

carbon dioxide, or co2, is the principal pollutant associated with global 
warming. But under UK’s plan, algae would consume the power-plant co2 
as food, converting it into biomass from which algae oil could be removed 
and processed into biodiesel, jet fuel or similar products, researchers say.

algae-based facilities to trap the co2 would probably be located adjacent 
to coal-fired power plants in order to quickly receive and process their emis-
sions. “The reason algae is so interesting is that it can directly convert co2 
into biomass very quickly, more efficiently than anything else we know of,” 
said rodney andrews, director of UK’s center for applied energy research. 
“Then, you basically squeeze the oil out of the algae and refine it as you 
would other natural oils.”

INTerNaTIoNaL
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Pearl Harbor survivor numbers falling rapidly
FRESNO (MCT) – on every third Sunday of the month, about eight 

men gather at the hometown Buffet in clovis, calif., to talk about an event 
in american history that binds them forever the Dec. 7, 1941, attack on 
Pearl harbor. It used to be a monthly meeting for more than 100 Pearl 
harbor survivors. Now the group is lucky if just a handful show up. and it’s 
likely that within the next several years, the central california chapter 8 of 
the Pearl harbor Survivors association will officially shut down.

Like other local chapters throughout the country, the group’s member-
ship is rapidly declining. Some have died. others are gravely ill. In Nevada, 
the carson city chapter has just 16 living members. That group plans to 
hold its last meeting Sunday 67 years to the day after Pearl harbor went 
under attack by the Japanese Imperial Navy.

The central california chapter has 20 surviving members. But not ev-
eryone is well enough to make it to the monthly meetings or attend events, 
like Sunday’s Pearl harbor remembrance Day ceremony. 

STaTe

MARIJUANA: ALLEGED ILLEGAL SEARCH
From Page 1

parents’ jobs as automakers continue 
to trim jobs to stay afloat.

For Dmitry Vodopyanov, 21, a 
senior at the University of Michi-
gan-ann arbor, each week means 
another chance his father, a chrysler 
engineer, could lose his job without 
any warning.

and what makes the situation 
even more uncertain, Vodopyanov 
added, is that his father relies almost 
entirely on the media to hear of the 
latest updates on chrysler’s future.

“he’s always worried about it,” 
Vodopyanov said. “and if he’s 
stressed, then I’m stressed.”

Looking to cut costs, the Big 
Three have thrown numerous com-
pany benefits on the chopping block 
this year. 

among them are tuition assistance 
programs, which provide employees 
with money for continuing educa-
tion classes and degrees.

GM FAMILIES: FEAR OF LOSING THEIR JOBS
From Page 1 at the end of october, chrysler 

suspended its Tuition assistance Pro-
gram for active and laid-off union-
ized employees. 

general Motors announced around 
the same time that it was cancelling a 
similar program for salaried workers 
as of Jan. 1. and in June, Ford Mo-
tor company announced that it was 
suspending its own tuition assistance 
program for salaried workers.

each of the Big Three has also said 
it will suspended dependent scholar-
ship programs, in which dependents 
of employees received scholarships to 
help pay tuition costs.

Jerry glasco, the director of finan-
cial service and budget at UM-Flint, 
said just over 200 students at the uni-
versity currently use gM scholarships 
to pay tuition and fees costs.

But with the gM suspending the 
program at the first of the year, glas-
co said those students who rely on the 
scholarships to cover most, if not all, 
of their college expenses, could have 

trouble staying in school because they 
can’t pay their tuition.

“If that program goes away it’s 
certainly more difficult for those stu-
dents to pursue their degrees.”

and for students finishing up 
their degrees and aiming for a career 
in auto industry, they must contend 
with a drastically reduced workforce 
that could suffer further losses should 
any or all of the Big Three file for 
bankruptcy.

according to a recent report from 
the center for automotive research 
in ann arbor, Mich., nearly three 
million auto industry-related jobs 
could be lost in a single year if the Big 
Three companies stopped all opera-
tions.

Jake obradovich, 21, a senior at 
Kettering University in Flint, a sci-
ence and technology school where 
students alternate between taking 
classes and working full-time jobs re-
lated to their degree, said that about a 
year ago, he was still considering the 

Big Three companies when he think-
ing about finding a job after gradu-
ation.

“obviously, with the way things 
have gone in the past six to eight 
months, my desire to get a job with 
one of the Big Three has now really 
decreased,” he said.

Ultimately, it’s the day-to-day un-
certainty, the mounting stress, that 
seems to weigh most on students  and 
especially those like amanda emery, 
who come from families with lifelong 
connections to the american auto in-
dustry.

her cousin recently purchased a 
house, emery said. But now, with the 
threat that he could lose his job for 
good, emery said she’s concerned for 
him having to make payments on the 
new house.

“It hits me directly with, you 
know, my mom and my dad and my 
family,” she said. “I worry about the 
future. But even then, it’s still, ‘what 
am I going to change?”

AFGHAN: THE HOLIDAYS ARE HELPING
From Page 1

seamstresses who employ other 
women.

The women here, each a kind of 
entrepreneur, have experimented 
with what foreigners like. one wom-
an sews Taliban dolls. another sews 
doll families, a cross between voodoo 
dolls and Bollywood movie stars. 
another invented the wine-bottle 

apron, with the word “afghanistan” 
crudely stitched near a camel. an-
other woman is such an artist that 
she can take a picture of a pet or 
scene and embroider it perfectly on 
a pillow. Next she wants to make a 
Michael Jackson pillow.

Now that it’s almost christmas, 
the women have shifted gears. The 
artist has sewn a flawless Santa claus 
on a pillow even though she did not 

know who he was and cardinals in 
pine trees. The women sew mini-
burqas in red and green, and tiny 
pillows to be hung as christmas or-
naments some that misspell Kabul 
and christmas stockings. There are 
table runners in red and green, and 
bookmarks with crosses.

In a country where spreading 
christianity is against the law and 
where the Taliban recently gunned 
down a foreign woman accused of 
trying to convert Muslims, such 
crafts could create a major contro-
versy. But these women, all Muslims, 
shrug when asked about what they 
are sewing. “It’s for christmas,” said 
Marjan, about 45, whose husband is 
sick and does not work.

Such nonchalance is refreshing, 
yet Beamon is reluctant to allow pho-
tographs of her or her workers. Last 
year she threw a christmas party so 
the afghan women could see what 
all the fuss was about, but this year 
she has canceled it, citing security 
fears. She is not sure how long she 

can stay in the country and has tried 
to make the project self-sufficient, in 
case she must leave.

The main customers are foreign-
ers visiting Kabul and buyers in the 
U.S.

a fancy New York company has 
expressed interest in buying intricate 
Kandahari-style embroidery.

on Fridays at the main U.S. mili-
tary base in Kabul, Beamon sets up 
a booth. 

one recent Friday, some custom-
ers flipped past Santa claus pil-
lowcases in favor of afghans play-
ing buzkashi, the national sport in 
which afghans on horseback fight 
over a headless calf carcass. 

others bought red and green 
table covers, and most told Beamon 
or the two afghans with her to keep 
the change.

“They’re beautiful,” said cathy 
Trujillo, who works with USaID, 
fingering the table runners. “You’re 
going to decorate my table for the 
holidays.”

unloaded underneath roe’s bed, 
one an antique pistol with special 
significance to roe.

“My great-uncle gave it to my dad 
after serving in wwII, and when 
my dad died, it was the only thing I 
had to remember him by,” roe said.

according to his narrative of 
events, officer Mike henderson 
stated that roe was first contacted 
at his door by only two officers, and 
that he was still outside the apart-
ment when he asked roe if he had 
any weapons – which he said roe 
denied.

henderson also stated the weap-
ons were found during a search of 
the apartment after the discovery of 
the marijuana plants, which conflicts 
with a copy of the incident inquiry 
report that shows the guns were dis-
covered first. It also conflicted with 
another witness’ statement.

a search of the apartment turned 
up no evidence indicating suicide, 
according to the Seal Beach Police 
Department.

The officers did find something 
in the second bedroom – a small 
plant cultivation system. The setup 
contained lights, wiring, nutrients, 
a watering system and four small 
plants.

all four were either dead or dy-
ing and unable to produce the dried 
buds that are used for smoking ac-
cording to roe’s attorney.

The SBPD told roe the first five 
minutes of the recorded incident 
were accidentally deleted.

roe and Loftin said those few 
minutes are vital to his case, because 
they contradict statements made by 
henderson particularly if the officer 
asked about the guns prior to enter-
ing the residence, how and where 
they were located and if the officers 
even made an attempt to determine 
roe’s mental state.

roe obtained a medical marijuana 
prescription shortly after moving to 
california in 2005.

Like many teenagers, roe first 
smoked marijuana with a friend. he 
said it was mostly out of curiosity, 
but almost immediately noticed how 
it helped with his symptoms.

“Medical marijuana has been the 
most successful treatment for my 
anxiety and for my depression,” roe 
said.

at the age of 13 he was diagnosed 
with various forms of anxiety and 
depression and although the medi-
cation he was prescribed helped ease 
the symptoms, it often left him feel-
ing worse.

The cUa was voted into law in 
1996 and allows patients and pri-
mary caregivers – a person assigned 
by the patient – to possess and grow 
small amounts of marijuana for a pa-
tient’s personal use.

california Senate Bill 420 which 
passed in 2003 set forth specific 
guidelines for the amount of mari-
juana a patient or designated care-
giver may possess or cultivate.

california’s official Legislative 
Information web site states that a 
patient or primary caregiver may 
possess no more than 8-ounces of 
dried marijuana. They can also have 
no more than six mature or 12 im-
mature marijuana plants.

roe said he wanted to grow his 
own marijuana to save money. how-
ever, he was unsuccessful in growing 
any plants and when his prescription 
expired in January, he unhooked the 
equipment and left the plants to 
die.

when he couldn’t locate the ex-
pired prescription, the officers con-
fiscated his firearms and cultivation 
equipment. 

“Don’t try to play the game, al-
right!” an officer yelled. “You got 
caught, deal with it!”

roe said he didn’t want to put the 
equipment and dead plants in the 
trash out of fear his neighbors might 
see it. he told officers that he did 
not renew his prescription (which he 
eventually renewed) because he was 
trying to quit.

 after some further questioning, 
the officers left roe in his apartment. 
he was not charged with any crime, 
but the supervising officer is heard 
telling roe on the recording that if 
there was enough evidence then they 
would file a complaint and he could 
be arrested.

worried about the potential nega-
tive impact on his career, roe got a 
lawyer. In an attempt to preempt 
any charges, roe’s attorney sent the 
senior police officer his past and re-
newed prescriptions.

The Aftermath
about a month later he received 

a letter in the mail from the District 
attorney ordering him to appear in 
court on the cultivation charge. The 
official reason for the charge was be-
cause roe’s prescription was expired 
at the time of the incident.

according to the incident report, 
the officers were dispatched to per-
form a welfare check-in, and arrived 
at roe’s apartment at approximately 
6:40 a.m. 

The police definition of a welfare 
check-in is vague at best. however, 
their intent is to ensure the safety of 
a person. however, at least 10-min-
utes before they arrived, the officers 
were aware that contact had been 
established with roe and confirmed 
he was not going to hurt himself.

given this information, the offi-
cers said they still felt concerned for 
their safety and roe’s, and it was best 
to approach his apartment with guns 
drawn, including an assault rifle, 
which was not disputed in court.

Shortly after this incident, he was 
laid off from his job with the city 
of Bellflower. he applied at several 
different cities and made it through 
the rigorous application process, 
only to be denied when the back-
ground check revealed the marijua-
na charge.

as his training and education is 
geared towards municipal work, he 

has not been able to secure a job.
Unemployed and unwilling to 

apply for public assistance, roe has 
relied on credit cards along with the 
support of his family and neighbors. 
he has accumulated over $80,000 
worth of debt and is on the brink of 
bankruptcy.

“I should have already filed for 
chapter 7, but I don’t have the 
money to pay for the paperwork to 
file,” roe said.

he said he has also fallen behind 
on his training since california is 
constantly updating its codes and 
laws and courses can cost thousands 
of dollars.

The little income he does make 
comes from doing things for his 
neighbors – like driving one to the 
airport, or helping another paint 
their apartment. occasionally, his 
neighbors will even help with gro-
ceries and other neccesities. his 
mother, strapped with her own guilt 
for her role in what happened, is 
paying his legal fees.

“It’s sad that such a good person 
can be put through something like 
this,” said aro rauhut, a neighbor. 
“This has completely devastated 
him.”

Interestingly, the month prior, a 
jury decided on a case that involved 
medical marijuana patients and pre-
scriptions.

according to the california 
courts web site, in the case of People 
v. windus the appellate courts ruled 
that medical marijuana patients are 
not required to periodically renew 
a prescription, and may claim a de-
fense at trial under the cUa.

“we see nothing in the statute 
that requires a patient to periodical-
ly renew a doctor’s recommendation 
regarding medical marijuana use,” 
the jury decided.

roe and his attorneys hope this 
will be the deciding factor at trial, if 
the case doesn’t get thrown out be-
fore then.

Until then he sits in the legal lim-
bo created by that fateful night.
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Job losses are worst since Ford was president
WASHINGTON (MCT) – No-

vember dealt a one-two punch to 
the U.S. economy, with employers 
shedding more jobs than any month 
since December 1974 and mortgage 
delinquencies and foreclosures leap-
ing to their highest quarterly totals 
on record, new reports showed Fri-
day.

Days after the National Bureau 
of Economic Research reported that 
the U.S. economy has been in reces-
sion since last December, the Labor 
Department said that employers 
slashed nonfarm payrolls by 533,000 
jobs in November. The agency said 
that the unemployment rate ticked 
up to 6.7 percent, up from 6.5 per-
cent a month earlier and the highest 
rate in 15 years.

The second blow came from the 
housing sector, as the Mortgage 
Bankers Association released its quar-
terly survey on late mortgage pay-
ments and foreclosures. The group 
said that 6.99 percent of mortgages 
are 30 days or more behind on pay-
ment and that an additional 2.97 
percent of all mortgages are in fore-
closure proceedings.

That means nearly 10 percent of 
outstanding mortgages are now ei-
ther behind schedule on payments 
or actually in foreclosure. The report 
marked the worst quarterly showing 
in the 39 years that the group has 
kept records. More troubling, prime 
mortgages given to borrowers with 
the strongest credit now represent a 
rising percentage of those mortgages 
that are delinquent or entering fore-
closure proceedings.

The MBA’s chief economist, Jay 
Brinkmann, in a conference call 

with reporters, said that fixed-rate 
prime mortgages make up 21 per-
cent of the foreclosures, a big per-
centage considering that they make 
up 65 percent of all outstanding 
mortgages. Adjustable-rate prime 
mortgages account for 24 percent of 
foreclosures, he said, and 14 percent 
of all outstanding loans.

This highlights a new wrinkle in 
the complicated recession that’s un-
folding. The national housing slump 
was provoked by runaway lending 
to subprime borrowers, those with 
the weakest credit histories. Delin-
quencies and foreclosures among 
these borrowers appear to have flat-
tened out, but accelerating job losses 
are adding a new wave of distressed 
mortgages held by stronger borrow-
ers.

“I think what we’re going to see 
is a growing delinquency problem 
among prime mortgages that’s driv-
en by some of these job loss factors,” 
Brinkmann said.

The states suffering the greatest 
job losses through the end of Octo-
ber, California and Florida, are also 
the ones at the center of the housing 
bust.

“Clearly the job losses in Cali-
fornia and Florida are adding to the 
problems that already existed in the 
housing market fundamentals in 
those states,” Brinkmann said. 

Many new job losses there involve 
college-educated professionals and 
workers with lots of technical train-
ing, groups associated with home 
ownership.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age traded down as much as 300 
points following Friday’s dismal 

news. However, the blue chips re-
versed course at the close of trading 
to finish up 259.18 points, or 3.09 
percent, to 8,635.42. The S&P 500 
finished up 30.85 points, or 3.65 
percent, to 876.07. The Nasdaq ral-
lied 63.75 points, or 4.41 percent, to 
close at 1509.31.

In a rare bit of good news for 
consumers, oil prices fell another 
$2.86 on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange to settle at $40.81 a barrel, 
more than 70 percent below July’s 
record highs. Investment giant Mer-
rill Lynch said Friday that oil prices 
could fall temporarily to as low as 
$25 a barrel, which could lower gas-
oline prices to around $1 a gallon.

Still, job security is front and 
center in the American mind. The 
worse-than-expected 533,000 jobs 
lost in November was the biggest 
monthly jobless number since De-
cember 1974 when employers shed 
602,000 posts and left no doubt that 
the U.S. recession is worsening.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
also revised upward its previous job-
less reports, putting October losses 
at 320,000 instead of the 240,000 
earlier reported, and September job 
losses were actually 403,000, not 
284,000 as initially counted. Sep-
tember saw the near meltdown of 
global financial markets. Since then 
more than 1.25 million U.S. jobs 
have been lost.

Friday’s job report showed em-
ployers in virtually all sectors are 
now trimming payrolls. The retail 
sector lost the biggest number of 
jobs at 91,000. Manufacturers shed 
85,000 jobs, followed by construc-
tion, which lost 82,000 jobs, and 

the leisure and hospitality industry, 
which trimmed 76,000 positions.

On Thursday, telecom giant 
AT&T said it would cut 12,000 
jobs, or 4 percent of its work force.

“The only bright spots remain-
ing are health care and education,” 
said John Silvia, the chief economist 
for Wachovia in Charlotte, N.C., in 
a note to investors. “Over the last 
year, the breadth of industries add-
ing jobs has dropped sharply, sug-
gesting broad weakness in consumer 
spending and dismal consumer con-
fidence.”

Taken with weak holiday sales 
numbers, slowing exports and the 
worst financial crisis since the Great 
Depression, it’s clear that the U.S. 
economy is in deeper trouble. That 
gives new urgency to efforts in Con-
gress to forge a large economic stim-
ulus package as soon as possible.

President-elect Barack Obama is-
sued a statement Friday, noting that 
“it’s likely to get worse before it gets 
better” and that government must 
move urgently with stimulus efforts.

President George W. Bush voiced 
concern about the economic suffer-
ing in a statement he made on the 
South Lawn of the White House. He 
reviewed his administration’s efforts 
to battle the downturn and said: 
“It’s going to take time for all the 
actions we have taken to have their 
full impact. But I am confident that 
the steps we’re taking will help fix 
the problems in our economy and 
return it to strength. My administra-
tion is committed to ensuring that 
our economy succeeds. And I know 
the incoming administration shares 
the same commitment.” Com-

Charts showing 34-year trend in U.S. jobless rate and job cuts; the U.S. economy shed 
533,000 jobs in November, its worst monthly losses since 1974. MCT 2008.

merce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez, 
in an interview, called the numbers 
“very disappointing” and said the 
Bush administration will spend its 
remaining weeks focused on thaw-
ing the frozen credit markets, which 
are squeezing lending to consumers, 
thus lowering consumption and cre-
ating job losses.

“This is a very clear demonstra-
tion of how the financial economy 
links to the real economy how Wall 
Street is linked to Main Street,” he 
said.

Friday’s grim numbers may also 
help sway opponents of an auto 
industry bailout being considered 
by Congress, since allowing a U.S. 
carmaker to enter bankruptcy, thus 
sending shocks across its supply 
chain, would worsen the already dis-
mal outlook.

At the start of a Friday hearing on 
the bailout, House Financial Services 
Committee Chairman Barney Frank, 
D-Mass., warned that “it would be a 
disaster” if fellow lawmakers fail to 
rescue Detroit’s Big Three.

At Saddam’s grave, his legend is slow to die
OWJA, Iraq (MCT) – Saddam 

Hussein’s body lies facing the holy 
city of Mecca, a sword at his side, 
surrounded by images of him that 
were everywhere when he ruled but 
today are erased from the Iraqi land-
scape.

“Look at this,” Basim Moham-
med, a caretaker at Saddam’s graves-
ite memorial, told an American 
journalist on a rare tour of faded 
glory and nostalgia for power in 
the former dictator’s hometown of 
Owja, about five miles south of the 
provincial capital, Tikrit.

He pointed indignantly to three 
framed photographs showing what 
he said were the blood-stained boots 
Saddam wore when he was hanged 
on Dec. 30, 2006.

“He was a very brave man and 
he loved all the people of Iraq,” Mo-
hammed said. “I feel very sad he was 
killed.”

More than five years after the 
U.S. ended Saddam’s 24-year rule, 
the former Iraqi leader remains a 
despised figure among most Iraqis 
even if many of them, tired of the 
bloodshed and chaos that followed 
his demise, yearn for the security 
that came with his iron-fisted rule.

His list of evil deeds is long, from 
gassing to death thousands of Kurds, 
to brutally repressing Iraq’s Shiite 
majority.

Yet, if there is one place in Iraq 
where Saddam is still beloved, it is 
here, in this sleepy town perched 
above the Tigris River, where he was 
born 71 years ago and raised amid 
an endless expanse of desert broken 
only by orange groves, grapevines 
and date palms lining the lush river 
bank. It’s not just everyday pride 
about a hometown boy done well, or 
at least made infamous. It’s not just 
that everyone in Owja is in some way 
related to Saddam. After all, in this 

part of Iraq, people can trace their 
roots back 10 generations, and fam-
ily, clan, loyalty and honor trump 
everything.

More than all that, Saddam made 
this town like the center of gravity 
in Iraq. While Iraqi villages are of-
ten little more than a collection of 
mud-walled huts and dirt pathways, 
Owja’s main streets are broad and 
smoothly paved, with painted curbs 
and modern lighting. The sidewalks 
are decorated with star-shaped plant-
ers.

Saddam appointed his kinfolk 
generals and ministers, gave them 
farmland and sent them to presti-
gious universities overseas. During 
Saddam’s rule, some Owja residents 
were said to be so privileged they 
could stroll into any store in the 
nearby city of Tikrit, pull anything 
off the shelves and walk out without 
paying a dime.

“Back when Saddam was here, 
they pretty much had the run of the 
area,” said U.S. Army Capt. Ryan 
Nacin, 29, whose troops patrol the 
area and who said insurgent attacks 
have diminished greatly in the past 
year. The salad days are over. With 
Saddam dead and a Shiite- and 
Kurdish-dominated government 
now leading Iraq, Owja is on the re-
ceiving end of payback.

Sitting in a hall the size of a foot-
ball field with a roaring fireplace and 
a stuffed falcon perched nearby, Sheik 
Hassan al-Nassiri, head of the Nas-
siri tribe to which Saddam belonged, 
complained that his property and as-
sets and those of about 1,500 tribal 
members have been frozen since the 
United States toppled Saddam.

American officials, and now the 
Iraqi government led by Prime Min-
ister Nouri al-Maliki, a Shiite, froze 
the assets because of the tribe’s close 
ties to Saddam and his Baath Party.

Today, Owja’s streets are empty, 
unemployment is rampant, and the 
riverfront mansions once owned by 
Saddam and his family lie in ru-
ins. Saddam’s tribesmen lack clout 
even in the provincial government, 
though Sheik Hassan has, for now, 
allied himself with U.S. forces in an 
effort to improve their lot.

But the alliance is risky. Two of 
Sheik Hassan’s brothers, each of 
whom preceded him as the Nassiri’s 
paramount leader, were assassinated 
in the past 18 months. Who did it?

“They are Sunnis from al-Qaida 
groups,” he said. “I am on the path 
of my brothers. I expect to be killed. 
I just don’t know when or where.”

Like other members of the Nassiri 
tribe, Sheik Hassan heaped praise on 
Saddam for unifying the country, 
spending Iraq’s oil wealth on the 
poor and taking on Iran, while dis-
missing assertions he was a brutish 
dictator. Saddam executed only peo-
ple who deserved it, he said.

To honor Saddam and protect his 
body from desecration, Sheik Has-
san’s family and three others turned 
an old reception hall once used for 
weddings and funerals into his final 
resting place. The shrine is surpris-
ingly modest for a man who built 
dozens of palaces for himself.

Mohammed, the caretaker, said 
about 10 to 20 families a day visit 
the mausoleum. Outside, they also 
can see the graves of Saddam’s two 
sons, Udai and Qusai, and a grand-
son, Mustafa, who were killed in a 
shootout with U.S. forces in 2003.

A condolence book sits not far 
from the foot of Saddam’s coffin 
resting place.

“God forgive the hero Saddam 
Hussein,” one visitor wrote in Ara-
bic. Another wrote, “There is no 
life without the sun, and no respect 
without Saddam.”

U.S. Army Staff Seargent 
Ronald Thompson of 

Canton, Ill., stands next 
to the grave of Saddam 
Hussein in the central 

Iraqi town of Owja on 
November 15, 2008, 

where the former Iraqi 
dictator was born and 

raised. Local tribal 
leaders built a shirne 

to house Saddam’s body 
after he was executed in 

December 2006.

By Gary Marx/MCT



Features December 8, 20084

No contempt for ‘Contempt Mandala’

“a story should have a beginning, a 
middle, and an end ... but not neces-
sarily in that order,” French filmmaker 
Jean-Luc Godard said, and richard 
turner’s complicated story is on display 
in his art show, “Contempt Mandala,” 
at Cal state Fullerton’s Grand Central 
art Center in downtown santa ana. It 
was originally scheduled to run from 
Nov. 1 until Dec. 21, but has been ex-
tended through Jan. 12.

In his dizzying puzzle of sculptures, 
paintings and drawings, accompanied 
by a film projected on one wall, turn-
er’s exhibit physically and metaphysi-
cally fills the room.

turner has been teaching art at 

Chapman university Pro-
fessor richard turner’s 
personal narrative-based 
exhibit blends film, 
painting, sculpture, and 
mixed media

By Eui-Jo marquEz
Daily Titan Staff Writer
features@dailytitan.com

Chapman university since 1970 and 
is the gallery director. He also created 
the “Wall Gazing Gallery,” located in 
the central courtyard of the CsuF Vi-
sual arts Center.

His story begins in saigon, which 
is one of the pieces of the “Contempt 
Mandala” puzzle. turner spent his ju-
nior and senior years of high school 
in saigon in the late ‘50s, and it was 
there that he decided he wanted to be 
an artist.

another piece of the puzzle is the 
trip he took to India in the late ‘60s, 
when he studied miniature paint-
ing on a Fulbright scholarship, and 
saw the 18th century observatories of 
Jantar Mantar in Jaipur. These large 
buildings were designed to measure 
the universe.

The final puzzle piece is his 1999 
trip to the island of Capri, where he 
saw the bizarre Casa Malaparte, and 
was inspired to create this show.

“I’ve been interested in architecture 
and narrative for a long time,” turner 
said. “I started thinking about a nar-
rative that I could invent that would 
start at the Casa Malaparte and could 
somehow include the places that I’ve 

lived that have been significant to me 
and experiences that are part of my 
own cosmology or my own life.”

The Casa Malaparte is prominently 
featured in Godard’s 1964 New Wave 
film “Contempt,” which turner first 
saw in college. at the beginning of the 
movie, a marriage falls apart based on 
a misunderstanding, which throws the 
characters off balance.

“That for me was the guiding light 
in terms of what I wanted this art – 
the sculptures, the video, the drawings 
and the painting – to do, to suggest 
some form of destabilization, rather 
than solidity,” turner said.

turner shows this destabilization 
throughout the work with distorted 
images of architecture in different me-
dia. He sees destabilization and unpre-
dictability as central themes in life.

“I try to be very careful about pay-
ing attention to things. I’ve been mar-
ried for almost 40 years and part of a 
successful marriage is paying very close 
attention to what’s going on in your 
life, and trying not to be an insensitive 
clod,” he said.

another theme in turner’s work is 
the idea of interconnectivity.

The three places important to him 
are tangled together throughout the 
work. There is a fake movie billboard 
for “Contempt” in Hindi, which 
turner commissioned ajay solanki to 
create. turner also recreates Giorgio 
De Chirico’s painting of Odysseus, 
but adds elements from saigon and 
India.

turner uses the projected film to 
interweave footage from “Contempt” 
with other images. He includes foot-
age from his latest trip to saigon, foot-
age from the film, “The Quiet ameri-
can,” which is coincidentally set in 
saigon, and which stars Giorgia Moll, 
who plays a Vietnamese woman, and 
who coincidentally also appeared in 
“Contempt.”

turner compared the interconnec-
tivity in his art to the game, “six de-
grees of Kevin Bacon,” a movie trivia 
game in which players attempt to con-
nect actors to Kevin Bacon’s career, 
with the linking element being the 
films that actors who have appeared 
with Bacon in films have been in also, 
according to http://www.thekevinba-
congame.com/. turner sees the idea 
that everything is connected as a main 

theme in life also.
This interconnectivity is where the 

mandala idea comes in.
“everything that is essential to the 

piece is in the center on the table, and 
versions of it are on the walls and in 
the video. The whole place is organized 
like a mandala even though it doesn’t 
actually look like a typical Buddhist 
mandala,” turner said.

Knowing all the background helps 
in understanding the piece. aside from 
the accompanying catalogue published 
by Grand Central Press, there is no ex-
planation for the work.

“It’s not necessary that people un-
derstand the particular things that 
hold this piece together, if they just 
know that these things are linked in 
some obscure fashion, that’s plenty,” 
he said.

But turner doesn’t want anyone to 
leave frustrated.

Partha Chandrakant, 26, of aliso 
Viejo, liked the installation.

“It’s different. Interesting. I think 
it takes a little bit of time to absorb it 
all” he said. “It does all fit together. It 
makes you appreciate it a little more 
when you understand it.”

sharee Zaleski, 24, of Costa Mesa 
was also caught up in the confusion.

“It seems like a journey. as you go 
through, you can see him going to the 
different places,” she said. “The whole 
thing is about time and it looks like it’s 
beyond its time.”

Zaleski especially liked the melan-
choly music, which is mostly from the 
“Contempt” soundtrack, with one ad-
ditional piece by american composer 
Philip Glass.

“I thought (the music) was a very 
good touch. It made me get emotion-
ally attached to the art,” she said.

turner has already started working 
on his next piece, which he describes 
as a meditation on mortality. It is simi-
lar to “Contempt Mandala” in that it 
will focus on the architecture of ang-
kor Wat in Cambodia, it will be a per-
sonal narrative and it will incorporate 
the film, “see angkor and Die.”

“(‘see angkor and Die’) is a love 
story and a story about nationalism, 
and it’s a melodrama. But mainly I 
like the title. It sounds a little like a 
James Bond movie. It’s an odd thing. 
It’s as odd as ‘Contempt Mandala’ is,” 
he said.

Happiness is contagious, study says
(MCT) Chicago – You may 

think your attentive spouse, your 
loving children and your good 
friends are what make you happy. 
But something else may be going 
on: The people they’re connected 
with are making you happy too.

so suggests a new study propos-
ing that happiness is transmitted 
through social networks, almost like 
a germ is spread through personal 
contact. The research was published 
Thursday in BMJ, a British medical 
journal.

It’s the latest in a growing body 
of work investigating how our so-
cial connections  neighbors, friends, 
family, co-workers, fellow con-
gregants at church and other associ-
ates affect us. The 
premise is that 
we live in a social 
environment that 
shapes what we do 
and how we think 
and feel.

“We’ve known 
for some time that 
social relationships 
are the best predic-
tor of human hap-
piness, and this 
paper shows that 
the effect is much 
more powerful 
than anyone real-
ized,” said Daniel 
Gilbert, author 
of “stumbling on 
Happiness” and a professor of psy-
chology at Harvard university.

Previous research by the authors, 
James Fowler of the uC san Di-
ego, and Dr. Nicholas Christakis at 
Harvard, has concluded that social 
networks influence obesity and to-
bacco use by altering perceptions 
of acceptable weight and desirable 
behavior.

Now they’ve turned their atten-
tion to the emotional realm, explor-
ing how social ties influence our 
moods and our sense of well-being. 
Their primary finding: People who 
are surrounded by happy people are 

more likely to be happy themselves. 
and it’s not only people in our im-
mediate circles who make a differ-
ence _ it’s the people surrounding 
the people we know.

Imagine several pebbles thrown 
into a pool of water that send rip-
ples outward, said Fowler, an asso-
ciate professor of political science. 
each pebble represents a happy 
person and the waves the impact of 
that person’s mood on others. This 
impact, his study found, extends 
through several degrees of separa-
tion, to the friends of a person’s 
friends.

some experts question whether 
the researchers’ statistical method-
ology can support that conclusion. 

It’s difficult to sort 
out cause and ef-
fect in this kind of 
research and the 
authors may not 
have done so with 
enough rigor, said 
Charles Manski, 
a Northwestern 
university eco-
nomics professor 
who studies how 
inferences can be 
drawn from social 
interactions.

He asks, is it 
that one person’s 
happiness makes 
another person 
happy, or could it 

be that another factor experienced 
by both people is affecting both?

say two friends are watching a 
tV show together, and one laughs 
after the other does, Manski said. 
It may look like the first person’s 
chuckle is the cause of the second, 
but the jokes on the tV show might 
inspire both reactions.

Christakis said his research fac-
tored out such mutual influences. 
The study asked the subjects – 
4,739 participants in the famous 
Framingham Heart study in Mas-
sachusetts – to complete a survey 
including four questions relating to 

Children collect crayons 
to learn about Holocaust

“

“We’ve known for 
some time that social 
relationships are the 
best predictor for hu-
mans happiness, and 
this paper shows that 
the effect is much 
more powerful than 
anyone realized.

– Daniel Gilbert
        author

happiness three times between 1983 
and 2003. They also provided infor-
mation about social contacts, which 
allow researchers to map their con-
nections.

The study found that happy peo-
ple form clusters and the happiest 
people are those most centrally lo-
cated in the clusters.

“If you imagine the fabric of hu-
manity as a patchwork quilt, it turns 
out if you’re happy or not depends 
on if you’re in a happy or unhappy 
patch,” Christakis said.

“We postulate that people who 
are in closer, more frequent contact 
with each other are more suscepti-
ble to catching each other’s moods,” 
Fowler said.

The researchers stress that per-
sonal factors such as jobs or mar-
riages also affect happiness and that 
although happiness may fluctuate, 
people tend to return to a personal 
happiness “set point” over time. It is 
this relatively stable emotional con-
dition they examined in the paper, 
not the fleeting moods people expe-
rience day to day.

richard suzman, director of 
the division of behavior and social 
research at the National Institute 
on aging, said the line of research 
holds “enormous promise in help-
ing us improve interventions aimed 
at helping people change behaviors 
and improving public health.”

such interventions may involve 
targeted programs designed to alter 
social networks that influence be-
havior. 

The institute on aging has pro-
vided funding for Fowler and 
Christakis’ work.

an editorial accompanying the 
report in BMJ called its conclusions 
“intriguing” but advised caution. 
Framingham, a relatively small 
community, may prove unique in 
ways not yet understood, wrote 
Peter sainsbury, director of popula-
tion health in sydney south West 
area Health service in australia.

as for whether unhappiness 
is also spreadable, Fowler and 
Christakis plan to look at that topic 
in upcoming papers on loneliness, 
depression and social networks.

(MCT) N.J. – The Fair Lawn, 
N.J., Jewish Center is filling its 
hallways with crayons.

In boxes or jumbled in clear 
plastic containers, the crayons, for 
now, are unbroken; their tips still 
come to a factory-perfect point.

But although they have never 
been used, these crayons are al-
ready serving an important pur-
pose for children at the Jewish 
Center’s Hebrew school, and 
it belies the bright colors of the 
crayons. They are helping the 
children learn about the Holo-
caust.

For the past year, students at 
the Hebrew school have been 
working to collect 1.5 million 
crayons,  one for each child mur-
dered.

The idea is that the sheer num-
ber of crayons and the time it 
takes to collect them will help the 
children understand the signifi-
cance of a number so large most 
people have no idea how big it 
really is.

“some of them, the younger 
children, can’t even count yet,” 
said Flora Frank, chairwoman 
of the project. “They don’t know 
what one million even looks like, 
how many zeros follow the one.”

The problem is a common 
one The united states Holocaust 
Museum even provides tips for 
teachers trying to help children 
comprehend the massive number 
of victims.

Crayons struck Frank as a pow-
erful symbol of children’s lives 
lost, especially once the students 
see the volume of their finished 
collection.

“You always think of children 
with crayons,” she said. “Most 
people can’t understand how 
much 1 million, let alone 1.5 mil-
lion crayons is. How much space 
does it take up?”

as the project grows, the stu-
dents say they are starting to get a 
better idea of what Frank means.

samuel Flanzman, 12, said 
he checks a bulletin board that 
shows how many crayons the stu-
dents have collected every time 
he comes to classes at the Jewish 
Center. after a year, the students 
have collected 70,000.

“We’ve been doing it for so 
long, and you can see how many 
thousands there are,” he said. 
“and there’s still a lot more left.”

His classmates said they are 
constantly struck by how large 
the number is. 

“It’s sad,” said rachel toron, 
11. “That’s a lot of kids.”

The project has been so suc-
cessful that it is being adopted 
by public schools across the state, 
whose students will donate cray-
ons to the Jewish Center as part 
of their Holocaust education cur-
riculum, Frank said. at the end, 
the center will display some of the 
crayons into a permanent Holo-
caust exhibit. It will donate the 
rest to schools serving underpriv-
ileged populations. The center 
made an early donation on tues-
day, giving 10,000 crayons to two 
Paterson, N.J., schools.

representatives from those 
schools said they will work the 
donated crayons into lesson plans 
on the Holocaust.

arlyne Berzak, guidance coun-
selor at P.s. 24 in Paterson, said 
teachers in her school are supple-
menting the crayon lesson with 
a film about a school in tennes-
see that collected 6 million paper 
clips, symbolizing the estimated 
number of Jewish Holocaust vic-
tims. 

“They’re really fascinated by it,” 
she said. “anything that’s tangible 
makes the history more vivid to 
them.”

pHoto CourtEsy of mCt
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Letters 
to the
Editor:

in rough economic times such 
as these, people are desperate for 
deals, price breaks, and discounts; 
anything and everything to save 
some money.

This being said, it should not be 
surprising that this year’s “Black 
Friday” – the self-proclaimed “big-
gest shopping day of the year,” 
when retailers offer discounts of 
astronomical proportions – saw 
swarms of shoppers hungrily 
snatching up deals left and right, 
just as in many Black Fridays of 
the past.

This year was a little different, 
though, as the start of the Christ-
mas season resulted in the deaths 
of three people. 

no, that’s not a typo. Three 
people actually died while Christ-
mas shopping this year.

Jdi Mytai D’Amour, 34, of 
Queens, n.Y. was killed after a 
crowd of 2,000 broke down store 
doors and ran over him.  And what 
was he doing?  

He was standing by the door, 
ready to greet shoppers, when the 

pulsating throngs surged into the 
store, running him over as if he 
were simply trash on the ground.

in palm Desert, Calif., two 
women in a Toys R Us began to 
fight and were arguing.  Their re-
spective mates stepped in to handle 
the situation on their own terms.  

Juan Meza, 28, pulled out a 
gun. Alejandro Moreno, 39, also 
pulled out a gun and began chas-
ing Meza while shooting at him, 
witnesses said.  Both men eventu-
ally shot each other to death.

is this what we have become as 
a society? 

one that is so desperate to save 
a little cash that we completely lose 
any regard we have for another hu-
man’s life? 

it never really seemed feasible 
that people could kill one another 
in order to save a few dollars or to 
resolve an argument.

in the case of Meza and More-
no, they were the ones responsible 
for their demise. not to say that 
either deserved their fate, but they 
did cause it.

As for Damour, he had done 
nothing wrong. His only mistake 
was showing up for work that Fri-
day. 

it is baffling to think that no one 
saw the man fall to the ground, 
and that people didn’t realize they 
were responsible for ending a life 
to save a few dollars.

Whether you celebrate Christ-
mas, Chanukah (Hanukkah), 
Kwanzaa, or any other holiday, 
keep in mind just what the holiday 
truly means to you. 

if deals and savings are more 
important than another human’s 
life, you may want to rethink some 
things. 

What happened on Black Friday 
should never, ever happen again. 

This is supposed to be a time of 
giving, sharing, and reflection, no 
matter what you believe. 

it’s about time people become 
less concerned with saving money 
and, instead focus on saving the 
lives of others, no matter what it 
takes.

Lives or dollars: Which is more important?
By Amy Robertson

The Gossip Girl

Daily Titan Columnist

There’s a whole other side to 
Hollywood that i wasn’t even 
aware of. Just log onto www.
oceanup.com or pick up any Bop 
or Tiger Beat magazine at the 
grocery store, and you’ll see 
what i’m talking about.

i call it the Disney phenom-
enon, or young Hollywood if 
you will.

oceanup.com was intro-
duced to me by a friend of 
mine, who happens to be 
in her twenties. 

it’s much like perez 
Hilton, but for teen-
agers. i was amazed 
by the pages and 
pages of news about 
teen heartthrobs 
like the Jonas 
Brothers and 
Disney stars 
like Miranda 
C o s g r o v e , 
whom i didn’t 
even know of six 
months ago.

Who knew there could 
be this much gossip about the 
young stars of Hollywood? 

Furthermore, who knew that 
anyone would take interest be-
yond the tweens who make up 
Bop’s target audience? 

But, sure enough, young stars 
of the Disney phenomenon are 
breaking out of the pages of teen 
magazines and into more adult 
gossip publications.

open any issue of Us Weekly 
and you will be sure to find Dis-
ney actress Selena Gomez, Miley 

Cyrus or country singer Taylor 
Swift – who are all under the age 
of 21.

So, why do we care about 
these kids? Why do i care 
about who Selena Gomez is 
dating? 

She’s only 16 years old. i 
don’t even care about who 
my 15-year-old cousin is 
dating. And, yet i’m ob-
sessed –  not obsessed as 
my friend is, but still ob-

sessed, none-
theless.

F u r t h e r -
more, all the attention 
we pour on all these 
young entertainers 
can’t be healthy for 
them. Teenagers 
are already dra-
matic enough as 
is. Lord knows 
i was. i couldn’t 
imagine what i 

would have been 
like if millions of people 

were invested in my soap opera 
of a life. 

The bottom line is that young 
people don’t know yet how to han-
dle the attention that comes with 
fame. They’re not mature enough.

True, some celebrities like Sele-
na Gomez have proven themselves 
capable of handling their fame 
thus far. However, you also have 
stars like Miley Cyrus and “Gossip 
Girl” actress Taylor Momsen, who 
are seen parading around, dressed 
ten years older than they should 
be.

it’s hard to say if they would be 
the way they are if it weren’t for all 
the eyes on them. 

Maybe if they were nobody, just 
going to high school like an aver-
age teenager, they wouldn’t be the 
hot mess they are. This is where, 
once again, the chicken and the 
egg argument comes in – were 
they always destined to be the way 
they are or did their fame make 
them that way?

Actually, i blame it on the Jonas 
Brothers. JB is like God (bear with 
me on this analogy). 

They came out of nowhere, or, 
rather, were created from nothing. 
one day they were just figures on a 
poster in my friend’s room. i didn’t 
know the difference between nick, 
Kevin or Joe. 

in fact, i didn’t even know the 
names of them all. And, the next 
day, they’re everywhere. And, i’m 
having discussions at work about 
who the cutest Jonas brother is.

Also, they’re creators. if you 
want to get famous, date one of 
the Jonas brothers. They make 
stars. 

Sure, Miley Cyrus, Taylor Swift 
and Selena Gomez were famous 
before getting involved with the 
Jonas family, but it wasn’t until 
they were linked up with JB that 
they really exploded on the scene.

Setting aside how these young 
stars attain their celebrity status, i 
still stand strong on the stance that 
fame is not healthy for teenagers. 

if you aren’t old enough to vote, 
you shouldn’t be old enough to be 
idolized. 

The Hollywood teenage takeover

girls, which i suppose isn't saying 
very much since Victoria's Secret is 
primarily a lingerie company.

And as a lingerie company, it is no 
secret that Victoria's Secret sells its 
lingerie by selling sex. 

When they associate themselves 
with what is sexy, women are more 
likely to buy it. And who better to 
market female sexuality to than 
men?

Yes, ladies; men are the ones who 
buy Victoria's Secret.

Well, maybe not literally.
But generally speaking women 

want to be sexy for men. 
And if men didn't associate the 

Victoria's Secret brand with sex, 
then women probably wouldn't ei-
ther. And though women don't al-
ways buy Victoria's Secret to look 
good for men, they do buy it to feel 
good about themselves and to feel 
sexy.

However, for it to first become 
sexy, it gets put on girls who weigh 
less than 98 percent of American 
women – according to statistics on 
www.inch-aweigh.com – and whose 
hip bones could saw diamonds in 
half.

For me, it's disheartening because 
i have always loved that Victoria's 
Secret has been known from time-
to-time for using more curvy mod-
els, like Tyra Banks, who was thin 
but still known for having curves 
many models don't. 

To see them take "sexy" and put it 
on a girl with an unattainable body 
who doesn't have the curves many 
men have historically associated 
with sex and fertility makes me feel 
like we have lost our perspective as 
a society. 

We are so desperate to get away 
from the obesity issues that plague 
our society the public is running the 
other way in the extreme.

And it isn't helpful to society at all 
– it promotes the extremes. Though 
i doubt it will trigger an aggressive 
reaction in a person one or way or 
another, that doesn't mean it won't 
have an impact. 

Men watching the fashion show 
get a picture in their minds of a 
woman whose body is not only 
unordinary, but nearly impossible 
to replicate. This is disappointing 
because as women often complain, 
men tend to look for that in a girl 
before looking for the substance.

Women capture that image as 
well. if they are lucky, it will only 
surface when indulging in that sec-
ond piece of cake or when trying on 
bathing suits next summer. 

if they are unlucky, they will 
think about it every time they reach 
for a bag of chips or sit down to eat  
a meal. 

They could under-eat because 
they are reaching for the unattain-
able, or they could overeat because 
they know they will never reach their 
ideal weight anyway.

Watching the show cannot make 
them eat less or eat more. it is a 
psychological experience that i, like 
many women, have experienced 
first-hand. 

But it can be another small jab in 
the heart, another hint that my body 
doesn't live up to today's standards 
of "sexy," another reminder that i 
am not, and cannot, ever be desired 
in that way.

And the worst part is, i'm not 
even overweight.

Yes, i'm going to be the one who 
rants and raves about how thin the 
models were in the Victoria's Se-
cret Fashion Show that aired last 
Wednesday. 

i'm going to be the one who com-
plains about what a detriment using 
uber-thin models is to our society 
and what a bad influence it is on 
America's youth.

But there are two things you will 
certainly not hear me complain 
about: the Victoria's Secret brand 
and marketing, or beautiful, thin 
models in general. After all, where 
would we be without a little beauty 
in our lives?

But there is a big difference be-
tween being beautiful and being 
third-world-country thin, and some 
of this year's Angels were definitely 
headed in the direction of the third 
world.

Does anyone remember in 2006 
when two models died within a 
week of each other from "complica-
tions of anorexia," as reported by the 
international Herald Tribune? 

After that episode, the world was 
abuzz with eating-disorder frenzy.

Giorgio Armani asked designers 
not to use such thin models. The 
city of Madrid banned underweight 
models from the city's fashion week 
that autumn.

And yet, here we are again, watch-
ing women walk down the runway in 
a straight line without once touching 
the insides of their thighs together. i 
think i saw more bones in that fash-
ion show than i did material on the 

Victoria's Secret girls send wrong message
By BrEanna MoorE

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com
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Student confronts Middle Eastern stereotypes, women's issues
By BaHar anSari

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

The recent arrest of a Cal State northridge graduate student in iran prompts solidarity among iranian women around the world

i speak from experience when i say 
that growing up under the strict laws 
of the current islamic regime in iran 
is extremely difficult for women.

 My family moved here a few years 
ago for the sole purpose of finding a 
better future for my older sister and 
me. 

With the recent events in the 
Middle East, certain stereotypes 
need to be confronted. 

As an iranian-American journal-
ist whose sole purpose for choosing 
this profession has been to voice the 
unspoken words of the minority, i 
felt compelled and appreciative of 
the opportunity to share my opinion 
and knowledge regarding this mat-
ter.

Whether i agree with current situ-
ation in the Middle East and the way 
the current administration in the 

United States has handled foreign 
policy issues in the Middle East are 
beyond the scope of this article.

By now, many of us have heard 
about the story of Esha Momeni, a 
Cal State northridge graduate stu-
dent who was arrested by the ira-
nian government while conducting 
research for her Master's thesis in 
iran. 

She was also involved in the one 
Million Signatures Campaign, a 
group of volunteers seeking legal 
equality for women in iran. 

Momeni's purpose for doing this 
project was to show Americans how 
powerful iranian women in iran are 
and to confront some stereotypes 
Americans use in portraying iranian 
women. Her sentiments are echoed 
by me and other iranian men and 
women around the world.

Though the laws of iran don't al-
low equality for women, they do not 
stop women from being active in 
society. 

it has not been easy for women 
to break into the society once ruled 
by men. Women hold high-ranking 
jobs and make up 60 percent of the 
university student population. They 
are ambitious and hardworking. The 
scope of gender inequality in iran 
makes their achievements even more 
impressive. 

What bothered Momeni the most, 
as well as me, is the confusion of dif-
ferent regions of the Middle East. 
iranian women are not the same as 
Afghan women: They do not wear 
the same attire, nor are they prison-
ers of their homes as were Afghan 
women under the Taliban regime. 

Unlike women in Saudi Arabia, 
they are allowed to vote and drive 
cars. To clarify a few myths about the 
Middle East: not all Middle Eastern-
ers are Arabs. nor are all Muslims 
Arabs, or all Arabs Muslims. Each 
country in the region has its own 
unique culture, language and reli-
gion.

i am not going to sit here and 
defend the islamic regime of iran 

because of the obvious flaws in their 
legal system. But these flaws are not 
reflected in the people, particularly 
the women of iran.

Although some barriers have 
been broken, iranian women still 
face a great deal of discrimination 
and inequality. Under iranian law, a 
woman does not have a legal right to 
divorce. The children belong to the 
father and custody of children is au-
tomatically granted to the man after 
divorce.

Under the current law, a woman 
cannot get married without her fa-
ther's permission. As a witness in 
court, a woman's testimony counts 
as half, meaning it would take two 
female witnesses to equal to that of 
a man. 

A woman’s inheritance is also half 
of what a man will inherit.

Women are not allowed to apply 
for a passport without written per-
mission from their husband, if mar-
ried, or their father, if unmarried. 

Although women can become 
vice president of the country, as one 
of the ten current vice presidents in 
the iranian Cabinet is, the law that 
requires permission to exit the coun-
try applies to her as well.

Iranian women wave national flags during a rally held in Tehran to mark the 29th 
anniversary of the Islamic revolution in Iran on on Feb. 11, 2008.

PHoTo courTEScy of McTcaMPuS.coM

Paul Schmid color illustration of a female 
symbol and the Islamic star together

iLLuSTraTion courTESy of McTcaMPuS.coM

A necklace depicting a mosque in Saudi Arabia that is worn by Iraqi native Rakia 
Hasoon, 28, who fled her country and is now living in asylum status in the Kansas City, 
Miss., area.

PHoTo courTEScy of McTcaMPuS.coM

There are numerous groups and 
human rights activists in iran and 
around the world demanding equal-
ity for women in iran as well as other 
neighboring countries. 

Esha Momeni belongs to one of 
these groups. She was filming a doc-
umentary, interviewing women in 
iran and other activists in her cam-
paign when she was arrested. She is 
not the only one who has been im-
prisoned for her beliefs and activi-
ties. 

over the past few years, journal-
ists, students, professors and human 
rights activist have been captured by 
the iranian government. Many have 
been tortured and some have died in 
police custody.

There are numerous people fight-
ing in the forefront of the war on 
discrimination and inequality in this 
world. Some are risking their lives to 
educate others about the world that 
we live in. 

As students and the next genera-
tion made up of educated men and 
women, we need to be more in-
formed about international current 
events.

Some may ask “why should i care? 
i live all the way on the other side of 
the world.” Beyond pointing out the 
obvious morality issues of human 
rights violations around the world, 

my answer to that question would 
be that more than $720 million of 
your tax money is being spent in the 
war in iraq each day, according to 
the American Friends Service Com-
mittee, which used Congressional 
Budget office figures to calculate the 
daily cost of the war in 2007. 

Because of thousands of Ameri-
can soldiers who are currently in 
iraq and in Afghanistan. Because it 
is your money and your people in 
that part of the world and it directly 
affects your future as the next gen-
eration of this country. 

i don’t have an unrealistic dream 
to change the world, nor do i intend 
to sit here and naively write about 
promoting world peace. The con-
flicts in the Middle East will not be 
easily resolved, though the knowl-
edge of the past and current events 
will be helpful in dealing with the 
situation as time goes on.

With the technological advance-
ments recent years, the business 
market has transformed into a global 
market. 

Whether we like it or not, we will 
be dealing with people from all over 
the world in our future jobs. 

So being informed, and taking 
part in stabilizing this region, no 
matter how small the part is, would 
greatly impact our future.
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Sitters wanted.$10+ per hour. 
Register free for jobs near campus 
or home. www.student-sitters.com

CLASSIFIEDS 7December 8, 2008

Our Company is looking for self 
motivated but team oriented busi-
ness builders who have a non-
stop drive for  success. Perfect job 
for students. make $1500 in your 
first week. Complete training is 
available. Please contact: 
successdailyllc@gmail.com

Brought to you by the people at www.dailysudoku.com

P R O F E S S I O N A L 
BABYSITTERS NEEDED/Work 
around your schedule. Filling 
Day & Night Part-Time Positions. 
Over 18, reliable transportation, 
previous experience.
$9-10/hr (based on experience) 
Apply Online at www.seekingsit-
ters.com. Contact (714) 788-6603.   

Condo For Sale!Walking distance 
from CSUF. Upgraded 2 Bedroom 
2Bath. Single Story. Large private 
patio, community pool. $325,000. 
(714)595-4783

Garden Grove. Female preferred. 
Room 4 rent.  $550/month.  
Bedroom w/ private bath.  Close 
commute to school.  Safe neigh-
borhood.  No pets, smoking, ille-
gal drugs, or drinking allowed.
Please call (714) 530-9859 leave 
message or Call after 6:00PM

Sales Pros Wanted
Earn $6,000 Monthly Plus 
Benefits No Exp Nec Will Train 
email tom.s@Phreshtadef.com 

Room For Rent. Private Entry, 
Kitchenete, counters, cabinets, 
sink Refridgerator, Private 
Bathroom. Remodled. Driveway 
Parking. Call Jack (714) 761-
0390. No Deposit $600/month

Room for rent in prime Brea area, 
$780. Females only. In a beauti-
ful townhouse. Close to campus. 
(714) 336-1624

Aries (March 21 - April 19)
 You’ll finally get a taste of your own medicine this 
week, which is unfortunate, as you’re the nation’s 
leading supplier of horse laxatives.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
The stars, in their infinite wisdom, indicate that you 
have something on your shirt. Also the stars indicate 
that you always fall for that one.
 Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Regret will be yours this week when you’re forced 
to choose between a slice of cherry pie and everlast-
ing life.
 Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
They say there’s plenty of fish in the sea, but every-
thing you catch is either covered in scales, has con-
centrated levels of mercury, or suffers from deep-
seated abandonment issues.
Leo (July 23 - August 22)
After years of being an emotionless drone, you’ll 
finally break down and cry this week, instantly rust-
ing your metal hinges and joints.
 Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
You’ve always wondered what kind of father you’d 
be. Now with the children out of the way, you’ll 
have plenty of time to figure it out.
Libra (September 22 - October 22)
Remember: A penny saved is a harsh and unflatter-
ing reputation earned.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
Onlookers will be moved by your quiet dignity, 
inner strength, and unflinching resolve. Then, your 
pants will fall down.
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)

You’re not the type of person who takes things per-
sonally, making it very hard for friends to openly 
insult you.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)

The green-eyed monster will rear its ugly head this 
week, flash a knowing smile, and return to making 
love to your former wife.
Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)

You’ll allow your children to pick out a dog of their 
choosing. Unfortunately, you’ll do this at the betting 
track.
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
Decades of trying to make sense of the world will 
come to an embarrassing end this week when 
you realize you’ve been staring at the damn thing 
upside-down.

Movie Extras Needed. All 
looks and ages wanted. No 
experience needed. Earn 
$150-350 per day. Call Now 
1-888-268-5460 ext. 324

FUN JOBS AVAILABLE
TV Host/Hostess, Promotional 
Models, Movie Extras, Film 
Crew
Visit www.funjobs4free.com 

Skilled electrician, CSUF 
Alumni, Fullerton native. Service 
truck ready, Inspection perfect. 
Licensed under $500. roger@
NoFixNoPay.info (714) 803-
2849 

pods & computers fixed. Help with 
any computer problems. Software, 
Hardware, Laptops, Desktops, PC 
and Mac. Call 714-213-5150. 

5500
Professional Services
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Titans limp to win over Central Michigan

Titan forward Ray Miller, No. 43, finishes off a slam dunk during the mens’ basketball 
team’s 79-65 victory over Central Michigan on Saturday at Titan Gym.

By KrisTy HArris/For the Daily Titan 

Cal State Fullerton’ guard Daviyonne Weathersby, No. 2, tries to get past the Commodores’ Jence Rhoads during the 
women’s basketball team’s loss to Vanderbilt on Thursday at Titan Gym.

By MiKe rADForD/For the Daily Titan

Late run gives No. 16 Vanderbilt win
foul committed by titan guard Davi-
yonne Weathersby and resulted in a basket 
from the Commodores forward Hannah 
tuomi. The Commodores continued to 
push the ball and scored two quick baskets 
to take an early six-point lead. 

Even though Vanderbilt seem to con-
trol the tone of the game, the titans set-
tled into their offense. The titans eventu-
ally scored with a 3-point shot from scott, 
the first to put her team on the board for 
the night. 

“Jasmine scott had a great game. she 
did very well, mostly in the first half,” Jer-
emiah said.

The junior guard led her team in the 
first half with 10 points. It definitely 
helped, scott said referring to her leader-
ship on the floor and taking command 
on the defensive end. “Coach Al (Allyson 
Alhadeff), she was definitely telling me to 
coach the team on the other end when we 
were playing defense.”

As the defense began to blend with the 
offense, it allowed titans guard Lyndsey 
Grove to drive inside for a layup, which 
added to 7-4 run against the Commo-

dores’ defense under pressure.
The Commodores managed to recover 

and tied the game 12-12 with a pair of 
baskets. Nonetheless, Chow, who averages 
12.7 points per game, shot back-to-back 
three-pointers to force Vanderbilt to call 
a timeout.

At the end the first half the titans were 
down by only two points and had found 
success shooting from the outside.

The second half proved more chal-
lenging. The offense remained in high 
gear with another pair of 3-pointers from 
Chow, but the defensive play started to 
break down. 

“Defense should generate my offense,” 
said Lauren Chow.

In the middle of the second half scott 
picked up two quick fouls, which allowed 
the Commodores the opportunity to score 
easy points from the free-throw line.

Finally, Vanderbilt’s offense was just too 
powerful for the titans to close the gap as 
the Commodores ran away with a victory 
with a late 10-0 run to seal the game.

CsUF plays its next home game against 
pepperdine on Dec. 12 at titan Gym.

The Cal state Fullerton women’s bas-
ketball team was handed its third straight 
loss as they were defeated 83-67 by No. 16 
Vanderbilt on Thursday at titan Gym.

“I think we played twenty-eight min-
utes very, very well. But we didn’t played 
forty minutes well,” titan Head Coach 
Maryalyce Jeremiah said.

Lauren Chow scored a season-high 20 
points and Jasmine scott chipped in with 
19 for the titans, but with toni Thomas 
playing limited minutes due to an injury, 
the team had no answer for the Commo-
dore’s inside presence of Christina Wirth, 
who set a personal record by going a per-
fect 6-6 for 3-point attempts and ended 
the game with a career-high 27 points. 

“We didn’t have anybody as good as 
her on the floor,” Jeremiah said. “With-
out toni, we didn’t have anybody who 
could stop her.”

At the tip-off, Vanderbilt came out 
strong offensively, which caused a early 

By KATHeriNe BiLBrew
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

By JAMes HAyNie iV
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

 Led by senior guard Josh Ako-
gnon, the Cal state Fullerton men’s 
basketball team took down Central 
Michigan 79-65 on saturday at ti-
tan Gym.

CsUF came out of the gates 
strong, building an 8-1 lead in the 
first three and a half minutes and put 
CMU on their heels early.

Junior forward Gerard Anderson 
opened up the scoring for the titans 
with a whirling spin move in the 
lane and finger-rolled home a shot 
over the outstretched arm of a CMU 
defender.

But just moments later the ti-
tans would lose their teams leading 
rebounder as Anderson appeared in 
roll his ankle while coming down on 
a Central Michigan big mans foot.

The titans didn’t let the setback 
phase them, as they proceeded to go 

on a 15-2 run midway through the 
first period in which they shot 53.6 
percent from the floor, including 
57.1 percent from beyond the arc.  

Akognon, who scored 27 points 
and added seven assists, was the 
backbone of the rally as he came 
off several screens to knock down 
a 3-pointer. on the next possesion 
Akognon used a high screen, pen-
etrated the left side of the lane and 
dished the ball off to forward ray 
Miller for a  thunderous two-handed 
jam that left the station shaking for 
several seconds after the score.

“I thought Jacques (streeter) 
helped out a lot in that first half, 
papa (Guisse) played well and ray 
(Miller) did some real nice things,” 
Akognon said. “I understand that 
I have to get smart and give it up 
when they leave guys open on the 
perimeter.”

Defense keyed the large first half 
margin for Fullerton. CMU was 
forced into 13 turnovers and shot a 

lowly 31 percent from the floor and 
28.6 percent from three-point dis-
tance.

The second half was a different 
story entirely for the titans as both 
of their strong areas in the first half 
seemingly left them for long stretch-
es. Fullerton’s shooting percentage 
fell to 40.9 and they connected on 
just one of nine 3-pointers

“They changed up their (Central 
Michigan) defense in the second 
half,” streeter said. “I thought their 
press affected us a little bit but we 
were ready for it.  They came out in a 
1-2-2 and it took awhile to adjust.”

Central Michigan took advantage 
of the titans sloppy play by outscor-
ing them 15-3 in points off turnovers 
in the second half of action. For-
wards Jacolby Hardiman, 19 points 
and four rebounds, and Marcus Van, 
14 points and 12 rebounds on 5-8 
shooting, lead the way for CMU. 

“I think we got a little compla-
cent in the second half,” said Guisse.  

“When ever you get a big lead like 
that it’s hard to hold on to them.”

But for all the of troubles Fuller-
ton demonstrated in the second half 
CMU was still only able to cut the 
lead down to 12 with 3:09 to play.

Fullerton regained some momen-
tum when they received the play of 
the game from Akognon.

Contributions from guards Mar-
cio Lassiter and streeter helped put 
the game away in the second period 
as they combined for 23 points and 
11 rebounds.

“We still need to get better at 
playing as a team,” said streeter. “We 
need to slow down and just run our 
offense and I think everything will 
be fine.”

The titans improved to 4-5 and 
2-0 at home with the victory and 
Chippewas fell to 2-5.

CsUF next will visit Montana 
state on tuesday 6 p.m. before re-
turning home to face Cal state Ba-
kersfield on saturday at 6 p.m.
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