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A look into
Pres. Obama’s
first 100 days

Schwarzenegger declares
state of emergency
Governor Schwarzenegger has
declared a state of emergency in response to the swine flu. His action
allows state agencies to enter into
contracts to address the outbreak and
to increase laboratory testing. Currently, there are no reported cases in
Orange County. Orange County officials continue to be on the watch.
California has 13 reported and confirmed cases.
There is no vaccine available at
this time to protect against swine
flu; however, it is never too early to
take action to protect against typical
flu infections. The Orange County
Health Care Agency offers flu shots
at its office in Santa Ana located at
1725 W. 17th Street from 7:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday, and until 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays. The Buena Park office located
at 6301 Beach Boulevard, Suite 103
offers shots on Mondays from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Wednesdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Be proactive to protect yourself
and your family by taking the following practical actions:
– Cover your mouth with a tissue
when you cough or sneeze. Throw
the tissue in the trash after you use
it.
– Wash your hands often with
soap and water, especially after you
cough or sneeze. Alcohol-based
hand cleaners are also effective.
– Try to avoid close contact with
sick people.
– If you get sick with the flu, stay
home from work or school and limit
contact with others to keep from
spreading infection.
For more information, visit the
Center for Disease Control’s website
at
http://www.cdc.gov/flu/swine/
key_facts.htm or the Orange County Health Care Agency at http://
ochealthinfo.com/epi/swine/index.
htm. The OCHCA can also be
reached at (714) 834-8180.

Cancer Cinco De Mayo
Run/Walk
The Pediatric Cancer Research
Foundation is hosting the Cinco De
Mayo “Reaching for the Cure” Half
Marathon, 10K run and 5K run.
The event at the Irvine Spectrum
will feature prizes for the top finishers in each age division. Finish line
activites will include live mariachis,
interactive video game truck, rock
climbing wall, kids bounce houses,
train rides, caricature drawings, balloon art and food and drinks.
Participants can attend the preRun/Walk registration at Nike store
in Crystal Court Wednesday, Thursday or the morning of the event.
For more information call (949)
859-6312 or visit www.pcrf-kids.
org.
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President Barack Obama, who first
took office Jan. 20, has reached the
end of his first 100 days in the White
House.
Since taking office, Obama has
passed the stimulus plan, a children’s
health care bill, had his federal budget
passed by the Senate and proposed immigration and energy bills.
Presidents since Franklin D.
Roosevelt have been judged by their
first 100 days in office. During those
100 days, Congress granted every one
of Roosevelt’s bills, including his history making New Deal. At the end of
his first 100 days in office, FDR had
passed 15 major laws, given 15 messages to Congress, 10 speeches, held
press conferences and cabinet meetings twice a week, made major foreign
and domestic policy decisions and
sponsored an international conference, as recorded by the American
Studies Web site of the University of
Virginia.
The first 100 days serve as a starting point for a president’s term, setting
the standard to which they are held.
Many presidents have tried to exceed
the record set by Roosevelt, but have
fallen short. What FDR accomplished
is something no president has been
able to replicate.
“He (Obama) shouldn’t be judged
by his 100 days. When he took office,
people were expecting instantaneous
results. But things don’t happen that
way. People don’t realize it takes time,”
said Cal State Fullerton senior political
science major Tara Figard.
With soldiers deployed in Iraq
for six years, President Obama has to
manage a war and a deepening recession, along with regulating federal
bailout money to banks and the automobile industry.
Popular consensus among experts
is that the first 100 days shouldn’t be
emphasized, and shouldn’t be how
Americans judge the president.
“To expect something to happen in
a system designed to be slow is kind
of silly. You can’t see the changes that
quickly,” said Matthew Jarvis, assistant
professor of political science at CSUF.
The stimulus plan passed in February, a month after being proposed by
Obama. It is the most expansive antirecession effort by the United States
government since FDR’s New Deal.
The stimulus plan, set at $819 billion,
includes an estimated $544 billion in
federal spending and $275 billion in
tax cuts for individuals and businesses.
It also includes money for highway
construction and mass transit.
As stated in the pages of the plan,
it is meant to do six key things to
stimulate the economy and protect
American families: Provide an immediate $250 tax cut for workers and
their families, an immediate, one time,
$250 bonus to seniors in their Social
Security checks.
It will also allot an additional $250
tax cut to workers, an additional $250
to senior citizens if the economy continues to worsen and it will give relief
to homeowners and states hit hardest
by the housing crisis. Lastly, it will
extend and expand unemployment
insurance.
In a press conference held by
Obama Feb. 9, he addressed the urgency of the stimulus plan being passed
by Congress, as well as America’s dire
need for the 3.5 million jobs he hopes

the stimulus plan will create.
“Passing this plan is a critical step,
but as important as it is, it’s only the
beginning of what I think all of you
understand is going to be a long and
difficult process of turning our economy around,” Obama said during the
press conference.
Obama also has passed a national
children’s health care bill that expanded a health program to include 3.5
million uninsured children, advancing
an overhaul of the U.S. health care system. The bill signed by Obama aims
to increase the number of children
covered by medical insurance from 7.4
million to 11 million children. The expansion is being paid for by raising the
federal tax on cigarettes to $1 per pack
from the current 39 cent-per-pack
tax. Taxes on cigars and other tobacco
products will also rise.
Among the other bills currently being drafted is an energy bill which, if
approved, would put a cap on greenhouse gases and reduce the nation’s
reliance on fossil fuels. Earlier this
month Obama also announced his
plan to push an immigration bill that
will allow illegal immigrants to gain
legal status.
“A lot of Obama’s goals are long
term. If he wants to make his changes
you will not really notice if he lowers
health care for another five years down
the line. It’s hard to see the changes
when they haven’t happened yet,”
Jarvis said.
Monday, Obama’s $3.5 trillion
dollar budget for 2010 was approved
by Congress. Key goals of the budget
include a health care overhaul, funds
for domestic programs and clean energy programs and a tax increase for individuals making more than $200,000
a year or couples making more than
$250,000, according to the Associated
Press.
“I think when you point to Obama
you’ll point to his first budget that
will be his major impact to American
government. And it will look different
from a Bush budget,” Jarvis said. “If he
(Obama) is going to make a difference
it won’t be in the stimulus, it will be in
the budget and we won’t see that until
the end of the year.”
Obama has made a point in saying,
to a recent issue, that officials from
the Bush administration will not face
prosecution regarding their torture
policy. Obama signed executive orders
in January, which closed the detention
camp at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, ending the Central Intelligence Agency’s
secret prisons and requiring all interrogations to follow the non-coercive
methods of the army field manual.
Earlier this month, the Obama administration released four memos from
the Bush administration outlining illegal torture techniques of detainees.
Obama’s decision to not prosecute
the people who were involved in the
torture policy took some off guard, yet
was rationalized that it would separate
a nation if he did, said Choudhury
Shamim, political science professor at
CSUF.
“If Obama pursues this issue and
tries to prosecute those responsible for
the torture policy then it will have a
negative impact on American policy,”
he said.

photo courtesy of mcT
Top: President Barack Obama speaks to a crowd gathered at Trinity Structural Towers, a
former Maytag Plant, in Newton, Iowa, April 22.
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IN OTHER NEWS

Questions and answers on swine flu

Iraqi government says it captured al-Qaida leader

(MCT) – As the number of swine flu cases
grows, so do the questions about how the virus
is transmitted and what people can do to prevent it. Here are answers from interviews with
doctors and from public-health Web sites.
Q. How do I know if I have swine flu?
A. If you have a fever, chills and body aches, see
a healthcare professional. Watch for the typical
symptoms associated with the seasonal flu.
Q. If I got a flu shot in September, will it protect me against the swine flu?
A. “We really don’t know for sure,” said Dr.
Nikhill Bhayani, an infectious-disease physician
with Texas Health Arlington hospital. “There
could be some residual immunity. There is no
point in getting a flu vaccine at this point.”
Q. If I got the swine flu vaccine in 1976, will
it protect me now?
A. No. The virus has mutated, Bhayani said.
Q. Will antibiotics help?
A. Antibiotics are effective for bacterial infections and not viral infections, such as the swine
flu. Antiviral drugs are being prescribed for the
swine flu.
Q. How is the virus transmitted?
People usually get swine flu from infected pigs,
but the type making people sick now is also
transmitted from human to human. When an
infected person sneezes, the virus can travel a
few feet; it can live on doorknobs, keyboards
and other objects. That’s why handwashing is
so important.
Q. What is the incubation period?

BAGHDAD (MCT) – The Iraqi government said Tuesday that it is certain that its forces captured Abu Omar al-Baghdadi, the head of al-Qaida in
Iraq and one of the highest-profile terror suspects in the country.
Iraqi officials have touted the arrest of Baghdadi several time before, and
each time the claims have turned out to be false. But they said this time was
different.
On state television Tuesday, Baghdad security spokesman Maj. Gen. Qassim Atta said the government can prove it has Baghdadi and that he’s orchestrated scores of attacks in Iraq. The channel broadcast a photograph that it
said showed Baghdadi in custody.
Atta said he was arrested Thursday in the capital’s Rusafa area. Iraqi security forces tracked Baghdadi for a significant period of time before luring
him in, Atta added.
“Through intelligence work we were able to attract him to a certain area,
where he was captured,” he said. “This is a heroic action and a major achievement for Iraqi security forces.”
Atta didn’t give any details about how Iraqi authorities could prove their
case against Baghdadi but said more information will be released when the
government completes its investigation.

NATIONAL

Court OK’s FCC regulation of ‘fleeting expletives’
WASHINGTON (MCT) – Brief swear words might cost broadcasters a bundle now under a much-anticipated ruling the Supreme Court issued Tuesday.
By 5-4, the court upheld the Federal Communications Commission’s authority to regulate “fleeting expletives.” These can be passing uses of what the court’s
conservative majority delicately termed “the F- and S-words,” among other
things.
“Even isolated utterances can be made in pander(ing) ... vulgar and shocking
manners,” Justice Antonin Scalia wrote for the majority. “It is surely rational, if
not inescapable, to believe that a safe harbor for single words would likely lead to
more widespread use of the offensive language.”
Even so, the court’s ruling was limited. Though the majority agreed that the
FCC had acted within its authority, the justices stopped short of determining
outright whether a ban on fleeting expletives violates the First Amendment. This
crucial question now will be returned to the New York-based 2nd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.

STATE

Woman rescued after 50-foot fall into ravine
PALO ALTO (MCT) – A 75-year-old woman who tumbled down a 50foot ravine in Palo Alto’s Foothills Park had plenty of rescuers Monday afternoon, including a 91-year-old male friend who slid down after her to make
sure she was alright.
In the end, firefighters and park rangers hauled out both unharmed, along
with a third hiker who heard their cries and went in after them.
Julie Barney, 75, was hiking there with two companions around noon
Monday when she slipped from a set of steps built into the hillside, authorities said. Bill Duncan, 91, followed her down to see if he could help, while
the party’s third member stayed on the trail.
Though Bailey said she could make it out on her own, the rescue workers told all three hikers to stay put. By 3 p.m., they had pulled each person
to safety using a technique called a “low-angle rope rescue,” said Barbara
Cimino, spokeswoman for the Palo Alto Fire Department.
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A. It’s estimated at five to seven days.
Q. Can I get swine flu from eating pork or
produce from Mexico?
A. The swine flu is not spread by food. Eating
properly handled and cooked pork is safe, according to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Q. Do masks help?
A. Masks are an effective way to prevent the
spread of viruses, Bhayani said.
Q. Why are so many children, teens and
young adults getting it?
A. Children’s immune systems are still evolving,
Bhayani said, and they have not yet been exposed to a wide variety of illnesses.
Q. When does an influenza outbreak become
a pandemic?
A. According to the World Health Organization, a pandemic occurs when a new viral strain
that can infect humans is associated with a high
mortality rate and is easily transmissible from
person to person.
Q. How many influenza pandemics have
there been?
A. Three, in 1918, 1957 and 1968. The Spanish
Flu of 1918 lasted a little over a year and killed
about 500,000 people in the United States and
over 20 million worldwide. The Asian Flu of
1957 lasted from February to December and
killed nearly 69,000 people in the U.S. The
Hong Kong Flu of 1968 lasted a little over a
year and killed 33,800.

After years of research, drug for ‘female
sexual dysfunction’ still remains elusive
(MCT) – The pharmaceutical
industry’s push to find a female
version of Viagra has been full of
letdowns.
Despite a decade of testing
pills, patches, gels, nasal sprays
and vaginal rings, there is still no
approved drug for “female sexual
dysfunction.” More than a dozen drugs that reached late-stage
testing have been abandoned,
shelved or recycled for unrelated
problems.
Market analysts still see multibillion-dollar opportunity in female sexual complaints. And two
drugs, LibiGel and Flibanserin,
doggedly aspire to become the
first to win the FDA’s imprimatur.
But female sex disorders have
turned out to be far more difficult to define and quantify, let
alone fix, than erectile dysfunction.
Kathy Kelley, the Texas founder of HysterSisters, a Web site for
women who have had hysterectomies, testified before the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration
about the clear-cut need for drug
therapies.
But she also understands how
complex and individual those
needs are.
“The brain is a woman’s primary sex organ,” she said in an
interview.
With the 1998 approval of the
first male impotence drug, entrepreneurs, researchers and many
members of the fairer sex began
lusting after a “pink” version.
Indeed, the first drugs to be
tested in women were blood-vessel dilating agents that included
Viagra and Cialis. The hope was
that women would follow the
classic male model of sexual response, interest, arousal, orgasm.
They did not. Pfizer Inc.’s research showed that genital blood
flow increased in Viagra-treated
women as they watched erotic
videos, but the arousal did not
make them desire sex.
The complexity of female response has kindled intense debate. How to distinguish normal
from abnormal, physiological
from psychological, discontent
from debilitation?
The answers have financial
implications, especially as most
drugs for women have been designed to be used regularly and
indefinitely, not just as needed to
prime the pump.
“In order to get insurance coverage, you have to prove this is a
defined medical disorder that is
really disrupting your life,” said
Leslie Sandberg, a market analyst
at Trinity Partners in Waltham,
Mass. “The vast majority of Viagra sales are cash pay; infrequently is it covered.”
In 2000, the FDA issued
preliminary guidelines to help
companies plan human studies
of drugs for female sexual complaints. The guidelines, still not
finalized, reflected the consensus
that had emerged among sex ex-

perts at industry-supported conferences around that time.
The FDA said that although
“the definition of FSD continues
to evolve,” it “currently” has four
“components:” decreased desire,
decreased arousal, sexual pain
and orgasm difficulties.
A woman with any one of these
is dysfunctional, but only if she
feels “personal distress” about it.
Sex experts had added distress
to diagnostic criteria for female
sexual dysfunction in 1998, publishing a report in the Journal of
Urology and the Journal of Sex
and Marital Therapy.
The addition was a recognition
that some women are happy with
sexual inactivity, but it also foreshadowed the challenge of treating a largely subjective disorder.
Diminished libido, now called
hypoactive sexual desire disorder,
is what most drugs have focused
on. Effectiveness is judged by
how many “satisfactory sexual
events” the woman reports during the study period, typically
three to six months. Unlike an
erection, a satisfactory event is
whatever the woman thinks it is,
from cuddling to coitus.
In study after study, placebos
increased satisfying events almost
or just as much as the actual
drug.
Poor performance was an issue with Intrinsa, the Procter &
Gamble testosterone patch for
women who experience “surgical menopause” after having their
ovaries removed. In 2004, FDA
advisers judged the product marginally effective, but rejected it
because of a lack of safety data on
long-term testosterone use.
P&G, which withdrew Intrinsa’s U.S. application, won
approval in numerous European
countries. The product made just
$2.5 million there last year, according to the information firm
IMS Health. At that rate, P&G
is a long way from recouping its
costs; taking a new prescription
drug to market costs hundreds of
millions of dollars.
“I think the FDA put a pretty
big wet blanket” on female sexual-dysfunction drug development, said Andrew Goldstein, a
Washington obstetrician-gynecologist and president elect of
the International Society for the
Study of Women’s Sexual Health,
founded in 2001.
Another contentious challenge
for the industry has been quantifying, critics would say exaggerating. how many women suffer
from sexual disorders.
The most widely cited prevalence estimate is taken from a national survey published in 1999
in the influential Journal of the
American Medical Association.
The study found that 43 percent
of American women ages 18 to
59 were sexually dysfunctional,
compared with only 31 percent
of men.
The really surprising thing,
though, was that the rate wasn’t

higher. Here’s what the survey, no cheerier, just unexpectedly
which did not inquire about per- frisky.
Boehringer won’t say how Flisonal distress, asked:
Over the past year, has there banserin has performed, but it
ever been a period of several hopes to complete studies of premonths or more when you “lacked menopausal women with low liinterest” in sex, or “didn’t find bido this year, spokeswoman Lara
pleasure” in it, or climaxed too Crissey said.
BioSante, meanwhile, readily
quickly, or not at all, or found
shares a study in
intercourse painits daily
ful?
Despite a decade of which
testosterone gel
The results of
increased surgithe study, fund- testing pills, patches,
cally menopausal
ed by the federal gels, nasal sprays and
women’s satisfygovernment and
ing sexual events
the Ford Foun- vaginal rings, there is
an average of
dation, became still no approved drug
five per month,
a staple of drug for “female sexual
three more than
companies’
efdysfunction.”
a placebo.
forts to raise
Women make
awareness of the
testosterone, the
apparent
epidemic of female sex disorders and quintessential male hormone, in
small amounts. It has always been
the lack of drug remedies.
More recent surveys that in- a leading candidate for sexual
cluded questions about distress therapy because for some womfound that 3 percent to 12 per- en, it works. Prescription data
cent of women were sexually dys- show that several million of them
functional.
order customized testosterone
Yet the startling 43 percent compounds from pharmacies or
statistic lives on.
use men’s testosterone therapies
Female Sexual Dysfunction in lower doses.
Online, an educational Web site
However, prescriptions for all
for doctors and researchers, of- female hormones have plumfers several recent instructional meted in recent years because of
presentations that cite that statis- a landmark federal study showtic. The Web site is supported by ing that the risks of estrogenIntrinsa-maker Procter & Gam- progestin therapy outweighed
ble and by Boehringer Ingelheim, the benefits. Last month, Solvay
which is developing Flibanserin.
Pharmaceuticals stopped makThe other company in the race ing Estratest, a menopausal esfor FDA approval is BioSante trogen-testosterone product that
Pharmaceuticals. Last month, a had been prescribed for decades
news release about its testosterone to boost female sex drive, even
gel, LibiGel, declared that “ap- though it was not approved for
proximately 40 million American that purpose.
women suffer from some type of
The science and safety of fesexual disorder.” Doing the math, male testosterone supplementhat’s 43 percent.
tation also remains unclear. In
Lenore Tiefer, a psychologist general, female libido declines
and sex therapist at New York with age, as does testosterone, yet
University, denounces this as “in- blood levels of the hormone don’t
flated epidemiology” calculated correlate with desire, arousal or
to make sexually healthy women function, studies show.
worry that they’re not.
“Despite some 70 years of clinFor the past decade, she has ical use, we do not have a fully
led a widely reported campaign satisfactory rationale for testosagainst what she calls “disease- terone therapy,” Canadian gynemongering” by the drug industry cologist and sex researcher Roseand “agents of medicalization,” mary Basson wrote last year in
such as publicists and gullible the Annals of Internal Medicine.
journalists. She promotes an alBioSante is undaunted. After
ternative view of women’s sexu- lengthy negotiations with the
ality that stresses psychological, FDA, the Lincolnshire, Ill., firm
cultural and relationship factors. is conducting an unprecedented
“I’m frustrated by how little safety study of 3,000 women
of our positive understanding to track the incidence of breast
of sexuality has gotten out,” she cancer and cardiovascular events
said.
such as heart attacks. The comGoldstein’s rebuttal: “I think pany plans to seek approval after
these people aren’t talking to 12 months, in late 2010, but will
women who have the problem. follow the women for an addiBaby boomers came of age dur- tional four years, chief executive
ing the ‘sexual revolution’ and Stephen Simes said.
took ownership of their sexuality.
“Competition has fallen away,
... When they lose that, for some and we’re pushing ahead,” Simes said. “Why? Our company is
it’s like losing a body part.”
Goldstein is a consultant to dedicated to women’s health. I
Boehringer, the German compa- think women deserve options.”
He also thinks LibiGel, at $4 a
ny developing Flibanserin, a drug
that acts on brain chemicals in- day, will feel the love: “I’m convolved in mood. It was originally fident it will be between a $500
tested as an antidepressant until million- and a $1 billion-a-year
female subjects reported feeling product.”
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Michelle Obama
to speak at UC
Merced graduation

photos courtesy of mct
Jeff Brown, a Washington State Department of Corrections officer, reviews recent locations of a convicted sex offender who is wearing a GPS monitor but is still going to places he isn’t
supposed to, April 2 in Seattle, Wash. Using GPS bracelets to monitor convicted sex offenders has become a new way to keep track of high-risk offenders.

GPS bracelets new trick to
keep track of sex offenders
(MCT) – Tracking convicted sex
offenders as they go about their daily
routines should be dull.
If they’re doing what they’re supposed to be doing – going to work,
returning home, shopping for
groceries and avoiding “exclusion
zones”– then “it’s like watching a really boring movie,” said Jeff Brown,
one of about 10 Washington state
Department of Corrections (DOC)
officers who supervise King County’s
high-risk offenders who wear GPS
monitoring devices.
Brown and other DOC officers
follow offenders via a satellite transmitting signals sent by GPS bracelets. The signals are sent to computers, which display the offenders’
whereabouts via an online map.
The computers receive a signal
each minute, providing officers with
a road map of where offenders have
been.
Even when not watched in real
time, the GPS ankle bracelet transmits signals when an offender ventures into a place he or she is supposed to avoid, such as schools or
parks where children congregate.
“The only way a person can offend sexually is to have a cloud of
secrecy around them,” said Theo
Lewis, supervisor of King County’s
Special Assault Supervision Unit.
“This blows that cloud away, and it’s
highly effective in allowing the CCO
(community corrections officer) to
intervene before they get to a point
where they are going to reoffend.”
The DOC’s use of GPS monitoring has come under fire in recent
months. In March, a level 3 sex offender in Snohomish County cut off
his GPS monitoring bracelet and left
the state.
In February, a 13-year-old girl
was killed in a field near Vancouver,
Wash. A level 3 sex offender, a designation for those considered most
likely to reoffend, who was wearing
a GPS bracelet has been charged in
her slaying.

Critics point to the Vancouver
slaying, saying GPS monitoring does
not alert corrections officers when an
offender commits a violent act, but
merely indicates their location. They
also say it gives the DOC a false
sense of security because tracking an
offender’s location only provides a
part of the story.
DOC officials readily concede
GPS monitoring devices aren’t foolproof.
Officers don’t sit at computers 24
hours a day monitoring every offender under their watch. Instead,
they say tracking the location of offenders via satellite signals is a valuable tool to help parole officers keep
tabs on high-risk offenders.
“When we are tracking clients we
use every tool available: documented
offense patterns, risk-assessment
data, treatment providers, local law
enforcement, family members, polygraph examinations, home visits,
drug testing and behavior-modification programs,” King County’s
Lewis said.
Chad Lewis, a DOC spokesman,
said, “We’ve said all along that no
technology, including GPS, can prevent an offender from committing a
new crime. It can, however, help our
officers hold offenders accountable
for where they’ve been. Before GPS,
it was more difficult to know if an
offender had been somewhere he is
not allowed to be.”
In the case of the Snohomish
County offender who removed his
GPS bracelet, DOC officials said the
offender’s parole officer knew within
hours that his device had been cut
off and a nationwide arrest warrant
was issued. The man was arrested in
Texas.
After the 2007 slaying of 12-yearold Zina Linnik of Tacoma, Wash.,
at the hands of convicted sex offender Terapon Adhahn, Gov. Chris
Gregoire urged the state to use the
GPS devices on sex offenders who
have been deemed to be at high risk

to reoffend or who are homeless.
The DOC uses the devices to
monitor movements of mostly level
3 offenders and homeless offenders
considered likely to reoffend. Some
level 2 offenders who need special
attention also are fitted with the device.
A similar, but smaller, device frequently is used by municipal courts
to impose a form of house arrest on
people arrested for lesser charges,
typically for driving while under
the influence of an intoxicating substance.
The rechargeable monitoring
device, which is clunky, thick and
about the size of an old-school cell
phone, is fitted around an offender’s
ankle with a thick, rubberized band.
The device receives a signal from
GPS satellites and then sends that
information via a cell phone communications network to a computer
program that collects the data. The
offender’s parole officer can watch
the client’s movement in real time
or track the history of the offender’s
movements.
The officer can log on to the computer, pull up the offender’s personalized program and track the offender’s movements on a map.
A green dot shows the offender’s
location, and a green arrow indicates
when the offender is on the move.
The program also can tell the officer
how fast the offender is moving.
The monitoring devices usually
are set up to vibrate or buzz whenever the wearer goes into pre programmed “exclusion” zones, such
as schools and parks, or “inclusion”
zones, such as the offender’s home or
work.
In addition to at least one visit
with the offender at his or her home
each month, parole officers typically
log into a computer several times a
day to take a look at movements of
the 20 to 30 offenders they each supervise.
As Brown, the DOC officer, said,

Corrections officers say GPS monitoring devices play a valuable role in tracking locations and patterns of sex offenders. This offender,
pictured April 2 in Seattle, Washington, is in the middle of a three-year sentence and says the device helps him stay out of trouble.

the duty should be boring.
If it’s not, if there’s any variation in
routine or deviation from the norm,
a closer look is warranted.
According to Theo Lewis, the
majority of his unit’s clients do not
reoffend while under supervision.
While most people cannot be cured
of a propensity for sex crimes, he
said, many offenders can learn strategies to change their thinking and
overcome their impulses, similar to
the way an addict learns to avoid relapse.

(MCT) – UC Merced’s commencement might have been a modest event with plenty of room for
mom, dad and everyone else.
But a band of student leaders
changed that by persuading first lady
Michelle Obama to speak at the May
16 ceremony. Now, the newest school
in the UC system is the envy of its sister campuses, and local city officials
are in planning frenzy, bracing for an
influx of up to 25,000 people.
“Amgen on steroids” one city
spokesman quipped about commencement, comparing it to the Tour
of California cycling race that blew
through Merced in February and attracted about 15,000 spectators.
University officials believe the
Obama visit marks the first time a
first lady will speak at a UC commencement. The UC Berkeley newspaper reacted to the news with this
editorial headline: “Put to shame by
Merced.”
UC Merced, which opened in fall
2005 with 875 students, graduates its
first full class next month. The pioneering Class of 2009 helped set up
student government, founded clubs,
dreamed up activities and won over
Obama with little more than exuberance and less than $1,000 in cards
and postage stamps.
“We like to see students create
something out of nothing,” said senior Megan Machado, 21, of San
Francisco, who will graduate with a
degree in biological sciences. “We’re
really good at that.”
Their latest success has yielded
a logistical and financial challenge.
Both the city and university are still
putting together budgets and looking
for sponsors to help with the cost.
What would have been a relatively
small commencement in the campus
quad now is a ticketed, hours-long
event expected to lure thousands of
people to a campus bordered by pastures and fed by a two-lane road.
UC Merced, with about 2,700
students, doesn’t have enough park-

PHOTO COURTESY OF MCT
First Lady Michelle Obama attends
the unveiling ceremony for the bust of
Sojourner Truth in the U.S. Capitol
Visitors Center April 28 in Washington,
D.C.

ing spaces, or even enough seats, to
accommodate the expected crowd.
Officials are developing off-site parking plans that rely on shuttle buses;
they’re also securing bids on everything from chairs to mobile bathroom trailers.
Last week, crews installed nearly 2
acres of sod in “the bowl,” a low-lying
spot on campus where commencement is scheduled. Authorities still
are figuring out how best to use the
space to maximize seating.
“It’s fair to say there’s been a real
outpouring of interest” since Obama
accepted the invitation, said Janet
Young, associate chancellor and chief
of staff at UC Merced.
That includes the pool of graduates. UC Merced holds only one
commencement annually, so students
who finished degrees last fall or are on
track to finish next fall also can walk
in the ceremony.
About 500 are expected to take
part.
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Making songs into paintings
By Rachel David

For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com

23-year-old poet, artist and
musician Alyssandra Nighswonger
of Long Beach dazzles audiences
with her personal, accessible poetry, paintings and mellow, catchy
songs. By the end of her shows, it
is not uncommon to hear everyone
in the venue singing along with her
and her band, Nighswonger and
The Daymakers, which consist of
Ellen Warkentine on keyboard and
vocals, Doug Brown on upright
bass and Travis Christopherson on
drums.
Nighswonger hosts an open mic
night at Viento y Agua on Fourth
Street in Long Beach every Tuesday, except the last Tuesday of the
month.
In an interview with Nighswonger, she reveals her sources of
inspiration, reason for not owning
an iPod and her insights into the
creative world.
Daily Titan: I know that you
write and compose your own music, so who or what is your inspiration for your songs?
Alyssandra Nighswonger: Depends on the song. I’ve always had
a hard time articulating and understanding my feelings. So at first,
my music was just revolved around
that – trying to pinpoint and express how I felt, without being pretentious. Then, I decided I would
never write a love song, because
everyone writes love songs, and my
songs became more whimsical. It’s
like painting, when you limit your
palette, you can get more creative
with color than you otherwise
would be. I limited my song palette
and started getting inspired by all
kinds of things.
You have a song like “Addwaitya’s Way,” which is about a 250year-old tortoise I read about in the
obituary section of Time magazine,
or a song like “Fishbowl,” which
was written about a bitter old man
I had seen when I was on the bus.
Then there’s the ballad of “Mark
and Marylou,” the metaphor is
based on this Barnum sideshow act
I researched in high school. The
armless wonder, Charles P. Tripp,
and the legless wonder, Eli Bowen, would do an act where they
would ride a tandem bicycle together. Eli would steer and Charles
would pedal. I loved the idea of
it, the teamwork of it; and later
on, I thought to myself, what if it
wasn’t two men, but it was a man
and wife. Then it could symbolize
the symbiotic relationships that we
sometimes develop, where we become so dependent on each other
that we can’t afford to question the
love behind it. “Do you love me?”

She says. “Well, I couldn’t get very
far without you” is what he replies.
DT: “Blow All Your Troubles
Away” is my favorite song on your
CD; it is incredibly uplifting. What
is the back story to that song? Is it
the product of a really bad day?
Nighswonger: I wrote “BAYTA”
when I was half-living in Norwalk and half-on my way out of
a relationship, and taking this really terrible yoga class. The guy
I was seeing at the time was in a
very transitional period in his life
and was getting really into Eastern
thought and cleansing his mind
and body.
He was a little insensitive, and I
was a little oversensitive; so whenever I got upset, he would dismiss
my feelings and tell me to breathe.
I thought it was stupid. And I
thought the yoga class was stupid –
the people in the class were totally
nuts, and the teacher was pushing herself as an aerobics teacher/
miracle worker – and I was through
with all of it.
I was feeling really disconnected from everything, and I needed
something uplifting. The lady who
taught the class had a specific way
of saying “oxygen.” She would say,
‘OLKS-ZEE-JENN,’ (‘olks’ like
yolks). I was getting so caught up
emotionally in everything that I really felt like I needed to slow down
and just be where I was and figure
out what I wanted, and just stop
and well … breathe.
DT: When did you first pick up
a guitar? Why the guitar and not a
different instrument?
Nighswonger: I started playing
the guitar in 2002; I was about 16,
and I was in 10th grade. My mom
used to play guitar, and she had an
old one lying around. I was always
curious about music. I’ve always
been multitalented; in high school,
I was involved in theater, art and
writing, but I let music slip by me
for a long time. I was always kind
of intimidated by it.
So I would sneak practice time
with my mom’s guitar; she hated it
whenever I did it. The guitar was
special to her, and she was very
possessive of it. But eventually, she
gave in and just let me play it. I
bought an easy Beatles guitar tablature book and taught myself how
to play. Then my mom taught me
a basic finger-picking pattern, and
I began finger-picking all of those
songs.
So, long story short, it was the
most accessible instrument. It’s a
good instrument, but it’s not the
only one. I also play the banjo. I
got inspired to learn to play it af-

ter I saw Harold and Maude – my
favorite movie – for the first time.
My dream instrument is the trumpet.
DT: What’s on constant rotation
on your iPod?
Nighswonger: Well … I don’t
have one. I kind of want one, but I
really like silence and the ambience
of everyday life. However, if you’d
like to know what’s on constant
rotation on my CD player, a few
albums are: Harry Nilsson’s The
Point; The Kinks’ Lola vs. Powerman and the Moneygoround; The
Beatles’ Abbey Road; Nick Drake’s
Pink Moon; Simon and Garfunkel’s Bookends and Bridge Over
Troubled Water; The Royal Tenenbaums Soundtrack; The Darjeeling
Limited Soundtrack; The Best of
The Band; Donovan’s Barabajagal;
Johnny Cash’s Live from Folsom
Prison; Múm’s Finally We Are No
One.
DT: If you could play a duet
with any musician, who would it
be? Who are your musical influences?
Nighswonger: Right now, I’ve
got my sights set on doing a duet
of “Diamonds on the Soles of Her
Shoes” with my friend David Robison. He’s one of the most humble,
talented singer-songwriters I know.
My biggest influences are Harry
Nilsson, Paul Simon, Nick Drake,
Bob Dylan and The Beatles.
DT: Your poem “The Life of a
Song” is exactly how I feel with my
own creative projects. It is so true
that creative endeavors will have
their good and bad days, that’s the
natural cycle of it. How did this
poem come about?
Nighswonger: I wrote “The Life
of a Song” while I was hosting an
open mic a few weeks ago. I’ve been
hosting it for a couple years, and
I just love open mics, you get so
many types of performers and performances. And sometimes it’s easy
to try to perform a song when it’s
still a little premature. And I’ll see
a songwriter perform a piece multiple times, and it’s always a little
different. The song grows.
But anyways, there was one of
those premature performances that
is so endearing, and the idea for the
poem clicked in my head. And I
wrote it and read it right there.
DT: You have a series of poems and paintings that focus on
the four seasons. Any plans in the
works for another series of poems
and paintings that coincide with
one another?
Nighswonger: Yes. It was a great
project. Originally, I was only going to do the paintings, but then I

got the idea for the chapbook, so
they soon lent themselves to poetry.
Aging will be the next one.
DT: Which literary figures do
you look up to?
Nighswonger: The Beats, for
sure, especially Kerouac, Alma Luz
Villanueva, Samuel Hoffenstein,
Mason Williams, Shel Silverstein.
DT: Which artists do you most
admire?
Nighswonger: Norman Rockwell, Edgar Degas, Vincent Van
Gogh, Rembrandt.
DT: When did you decide to go
from writing poetry and music and
painting beautiful works of art to
hosting your own open mic night
and art show and creating a chapbook of your poetry?
Nighswonger: I did art and poetry all through high school. I picked
up the guitar in 10th grade, started playing open mic nights, then
started hosting my open mic when
Angie Evans handed it down to
me. I did mostly music for awhile,
started journaling and writing
more poetry, then decided to delve
back into art and do an art show. I
figured my paintings wouldn’t sell,
so I put together a chapbook to at
least make something at the show
and ended up getting really into it.
DT: Do you prefer one creative
form of expression over another?
Nighswonger: Definitely not.
All art is the same. It’s just a matter
of figuring out how to push the medium in the way you want it to and
working with it. Different parts of
myself come out in the different
facets, of course.
Art lends itself to the more
whimsical side of myself. Music
lends itself to my storytelling and
connecting with other people side.
Then poetry exposes the most inti-

Photos By rachel david/For the Daily Titan
Alyssandra Nighswonger, center, with Doug Brown, left, on the bass and Ellen Warkentine,
right, on the keyboard are performing at Open Bookstore in Long Beach Saturday.

mate side of myself.
DT: What are your long term
goals for all of your projects? To
gain a record deal? Publish a book
of your poetry?
Nighswonger: I just want to create something really good and give
it to the world. I want to inspire
people. I want to connect with peo-

ple. I want to create something really good with the people I admire.
DT: What’s on the horizon for
you? What project are you currently working on?
Nighswonger: Right now, I’m
making a switch back to music. I
need to tighten up my band and
finish my album.

Showing a little history with a side of burgers
By Jonathan Montgomery
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com

The roar of an engine brings a
crowd circling around the green
Charger, resembling something of
a motorized monster. The smell of
gasoline dances around the nostrils
while the engine revs up and down.
On the other side of the lot, an
old hippy-esque van sits sandwiched
between two other cars from the
past. The van looks custom painted
with someone’s fingers. The side of
the door reads: “UP WITH THE
PEACE, DOWN WITH THE
HATE.”
Whether the car is rusted and sitting quietly or shining dangerously,
each car has story to tell and the old
men standing next to them are willing to share it.
Although fear of rain kept some
of the more serious car hobbyists
away, this is a typical moment on
a Friday night at Bob’s Big Boy in
Burbank.
Local residents gather every Friday where The Road Kings, a group
of car junkies and racers, host a classic car show. Some car enthusiasts
come strapped with cameras, some
come to converse with old friends
and some come just to grab a burger.
However, for someone like
George Brogan, 71, Bob’s Big Boy
holds a significant place in his
heart.
Brogan said he shared a burger
with his wife to that night celebrate
the very spot where they first met 49
years before.
He was in the drive-in, in his
buddy’s Ford T-Bird, ordering his
regular coffee and English muffin.

She and her friends drove up and
parked next to them.
“She wanted to borrow a penny,
we started passing notes and it started from there,” Brogan said.
They still live in Burbank in
the same house they purchased in
1962.
On a dark night, the towering
red neon Bob’s Big Boy sign lights
up the sky. It is an integral part of
the building’s design and its most
prominent feature since the restaurant’s establishment in 1949. The
Bob statue stands outside the entrance, flashing his big cartoon blue
eyes, a giant smile and an enormous
double-patty hamburger.
The interior walls are covered
with old pictures, miniature Bob
statues, photographs of the restaurants aesthetic improvements, old
awards and newspaper clippings.
Red-and-white checkered menus
tattered and worn out from age, arrive on the table. Most customers
come to Bob’s to order the Original
Big Boy Combo: A double-decker
hamburger with two beef patties,
crisp lettuce, American cheese,
mayo and a special red relish.
Another popular request is an
order of chili spaghetti, many of
which customers had wiped clean
from their bowls, leaving only a few
noodles and a thin layer of brown
chili at the bottom.
For something really
memorable, an
order of vanilla coke
is made
special
with
a
couple
squirts of
real vanilla

syrup. Cherry coke is also an option,
which arrives cold and red, making
it look like a shark attack of cherry
syrup surrounding the crushed ice.
Andy Garofalo, 20, a student at
UC San Diego, said the car night
is probably one of the best features
in the Burbank area. He was about
5 years old when he started going
there, grabbing a burger with his
parents or group of friends during
his high school years.
“Haven’t gone in a while, but
you can always go back and expect a
great night, might even see Jay Leno
walking around with one of his crazy cars,” Garofalo said.
As it grows darker, people still remain. A group of motorcyclists congregate near the back of the parking
lot wearing black leather, jackets
and boots. Older men with glasses
and beards walk around in conversation. Some have white hair under
their caps, some have no hair at all.
During this one night of the
week, these old men are boys once

again. There are glimmers of youth
in their eyes as they show off their
old and new “toys.”
Edley Rondinone, 50, has come
to Bob’s Friday nights for about 10
to 15 years.
Tonight he brought a blue Dodge
Cobra, perfectly painted with white
and red stripes.
“Very old car oriented, people
come here for visuals, unique and
interesting sounds,” Rondinone
said.
Rondinone said he goes to car
shows all around the area. Before
these events, he prepares by making
sure the car is washed, waxed and
vacuumed.
To Rondinone, and many of
these men, the obsession with cars
started around junior high. He easily rattled off each car he has ever
owned, each with a different history.
Cars are not just modes of transportation. Their hobby may have
started early, but transitioned into
a passion that lasted a lifetime.
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‘Swinefluenza’ overreaction
It all seems like much ado about March 18. Since then, as of yesternothing. It happened before too, day at 12:15 p.m., there have been
but nothing much came to light.
105 laboratory confirmed cases of
On February 5, 1976 an army swine flu worldwide, and seven
recruit at Fort Dix, N.J. com- deaths in Mexico, though there
plained of feeling tired and weak. have been over 1300 cases and
The next day he was dead.
over 150 deaths reported, unofFour fellow soldiers were hos- ficially. In the United States there
pitalized and
have been 64
two
weeks
laboratory conlater health
firmed cases,
officials an10 in Californounced
nia, according
swine flu was
to the World
the cause.
Health OrgaAt
the
nization Web
time, after the
site, www.who.
1918 Spanish
int.
Flu PandemBecause
ic, in which
swine flu can
40-50 million
be spread per– Ron Paul, son-to-person,
people died
worldwide in
the
WHO
Former presidential candidate has raised the
27 months,
public health
worldwide
officials wantpandemic alert
ed everyone
level to Phase
in the United States to be inocu- 4. The avian flu, which has not
lated for swine flu.
been spread person-to-person, is
Ron Paul, a doctor and former categorized as Phase 3.
According to the WHO, influpresidential candidate from Texas,
was in his first year in congress in enza pandemics are caused when a
1976. He was one of two people new influenza virus become adaptwho voted against the massive in- ed to humans. They predict that
oculation. The other person was swine influenza begins to spread
easily from one person to another,
also a doctor.
Only one person died from it could reach all continents in less
swine flu in 1976, according to than three months.
Paul, but 25 people died from a The virus is already
paralyzing neuromuscular disor- in seven countries
on four continents:
der caused by the vaccine.
Paul posted a video yesterday Asia, North Amercomparing the 1976 swine flu ica, Oceania and
“panic” to today’s panic, which he Europe.
Avian Flu also
calls “totally out of control.”
“It’s practically like we’ve been hit 15 countries
attacked by nuclear weapons,” he on four continents,
said. “How did the Department infecting 421 and
of Homeland Security get into the killing 257 people
in four years. Beside
medical business?”
In the video, Paul brought up the Spanish Flu, the
the 13,000 cases of tuberculosis last world has faced two
year. Tuberculosis is a contagious other flu Pandemics
disease, which spreads through the in the 20th century: the Asian Flu
air. He advised Americans to “step Pandemic in 1957, which killed
back and think for a minute rather two million, and the Hong Kong
than rushing out or panicking.”
Flu Pandemic in 1968, which
The current case of swine flu A killed one million.
(H1N1) virus began in Mexico
Other worrisome worldwide

“

How did the
Department of
Homeland Security
get into the medical
business?

“

“

viruses include SARS (severe acute
respiratory syndrome), which is
a respiratory disease in humans.
From Nov. 2002 to July 2003,
there were 8096 cases of SARS
and 774 deaths.
Yesterday, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention issued a travel warning recommending that people avoid non-essential
travel to Mexico. Also, the CDC’s
Division of the Strategic National
Stockpile is releasing one-quarter
of its antiviral drugs, personal protective equipment and respiratory
protection devices to help states
respond to the swine flu outbreak.
According to the CDC, the virus
is susceptible to the prescription
antiviral drugs oseltamivir and
zanamivir.
The only other thing the CDC
can do is recommend the following actions people can take to stay
healthy. Read carefully, they’ll
sound familiar.
“Cover your nose and mouth
with a tissue when you cough or
sneeze. Throw the tissue in the
trash after you use it. Wash your
hands often with soap and water, especially after you cough or
sneeze. Alcohol-based hands cleaners are also effective. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
Germs spread that way.”
Yes, the CDC tells us to do the
very same thing
our parents (or
Sesame Street
in the absence
of parents) told
us to do to not
be a totally
gross, impolite
or boorish.
By the way,
these are the
same
things
they say to do
for the regular
flu.
According to
the CDC, there is also no risk of
infection from eating well-cooked
pork products.
So stop worrying. Just wash
your hands and go to the doctor if
you get the flu.

The virus is already in seven
countries on four
continents: Asia,
North America,
Oceania and Europe.
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Statistically speaking, the
church needs to do more
By Crysania Salcido

Daily Titan Sports Editor
opinon@dailytitan.com

There is something I love talking about. It is something I thoroughly enjoy discussing and participating
in, and I know that many of you probably like as well,
but it is often considered taboo, dirty and wrong to
bring up because it may offend other people.
I am talking about religion.
From my own experiences, religion in America is
something that is generally approached one of two
ways: Either people stay away from it or they go in guns
blazing ready to shoot down any one who disagrees.
But I will not throw a curve ball today, instead I
would like to discuss a growing trend in religion.
A recent study conducted by the Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life showed that just over 2,000 people polled, 44 percent are no longer with the religion
of their childhood.
I do not know about everyone else, but in my church
that is nearly unheard of.
My current pastor succeeded his grandfather’s position as pastor, and in time between, his cousin filled in
the gap.
My pastor’s nephew has decided he too wants to
travel down that path and a few of my good friends
have been in the church from birth to 4 years old.
Forty-nine percent of the Protestants simply changed
denominations in the Prostestant faith (i.e. going from
Baptist to Methodist), with 23 percent changing denominations three times or more.
On the Catholic end, 46
percent changed
to at least
one Protestant
de-
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nomination and 23 percent tried three or more.
A combined 68 percent of that original 44 percent
went from their religion of birth to being completely
unaffiliated with it at least one time in their lives.
I have heard many people say that being brought up
in the church has turned them off to religion, but statistically in the Pew Forum’s survey that was not the
case.
Seventy-five percent of Protestants who had strong
faith as a child say they are still in a Protestant denomination, whether it be the one from childhood or not,
but only 46 percent of Catholics who said the same
are still Catholic, with 36 percent joining Prostestant
churches.
I could bring in other statistics, but I think these are
the basic ones for what I want to say.
What I thought was the most important part of the
survey were the reasons the Pew Forum polled for people leaving their faith.
The survey found that 71 percent of Catholics and
71 percent of Protestants, who are now unaffiliated with
a religious denomination, said they gradually drifted
away from the faith.
Sixty-five percent of Catholics and 50 percent of
Protestants who are currently unaffiliated said they simply stopped believing in the religion’s teachings.
To me, this means that churches are not doing their
jobs as spiritual centers for their congregation.
Not everyone will always believe the same thing,
people get older, have different experiences and decide
for themselves what they want to believe, but if someone “drifts” from their faith, they are not being supported spiritually the way they need to be.
The old days of the church being the law are
gone, and people are looking for fulfillment on
more than one level.
Churches simply preach to their
congregation and don’t put
in more effort.
I am not by any
means
saying
churches need to
change their basic beliefs and
values to keep
up with current trends
in thinking, but
I believe
churches
need to
become
more aware of
their congregation or they
will continue to lose them.

Any feedback, positive or negative, is encouraged, as we strive to keep an open dialogue with our readership. The Daily Titan reserves the right to edit letters
for length, grammar and spelling. Direct all comments, questions or concerns along with your full name and major to the Daily Titan Opinion Desk at opinion@
dailytitan.com.

For the record
Articles written for the Daily Titan by columnists, other Cal State Fullerton students or guests do not
necessarily reflect the view of the Daily Titan or Daily Titan Editorial Board. Only the editorials are
45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 100
representative of the views of the Daily Titan Editorial Board.

1 in 8 Americans is struggling with hunger. Including
people like your ofﬁce secretary on her way to
work, the cashier at the grocery store, or your old
friend from high school. Who’s the 1 in 8 in your
life that needs help?
Go to feedingamerica.org to see how your support
can help those in need.
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Right to carry firearms

creates fewer victims
By Cole Shooter

From the Daily Toreador
Courtesy of Uwire

The right of the people to
keep and bear arms shall not be
infringed, except on university
campuses in many states.
Due to the “Gun Free” zones
surrounding college campuses
in the state, the government has
removed the students, professors
and staff’s right to protect themselves in a place where they spend
much of their time.
Some Texas legislators are attempting to fix this moronic geographical and legal barrier 23 other
states have already abolished. In
House Bill 1893’s analysis, it elaborates that “the law authorizing a
person to obtain a license to carry
a concealed handgun in Texas has
been in effect for over a dozen
years, and statistics show that
concealed handgun licensees have
consistently demonstrated lawabiding and responsible behavior.”
However, not everyone agrees.
The editorial board of the Northern Star, Northern Illinois University’s student newspaper, decided
to throw its anti-gun rhetoric in on
the legislation taking place in Texas.
They said, “Legislators should be
embarrassed at suggesting that more
guns present on campus is the answer to violent crime ... Concealed
Carry on Campus demonstrates the
closed-minded ideals that preface
violent crime.”
They continue by saying they
believe “students shouldn’t have
to feel like they have to take the
law into their own hands. Our
society implements police and
other law-enforcement officers
because civilians are not properly
equipped with the knowledge to
eradicate dangerous situations.”
They’re wrong, of course. Their
arguments are fairly commonplace among the “big brother”

crowd. Nobody’s argument but
their’s is “closed minded,” and statistics support the concealed carriers’ cause. According to a 2006
report by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, implemented concealed carry laws had wholly lower violent crime rates than states
that did not have the measure.
States with concealed carry laws
saw murder rates decrease by 26
percent and robbery drop by 50
percent.
In the 1981 D.C. Court of
Appeals ruling in Warren v. District of Columbia, the court ruled
“official police personnel and the
government employing them are
not generally liable to victims of
criminal acts for failure to provide adequate police protection
... a government and its agents are
under no general duty to provide
public services, such as police protection, to any particular citizen.”
We’re left in charge of our own
protection. A police force intervening in a situation where one
is randomly shooting would take
time to arrive and handle the situation, whereas one law-abiding
citizen with a concealed handgun
could theoretically dispatch the
aggressor rather quickly.
While the law-abiding citizens
wouldn’t have their guns, criminals will, despite what the law says.
In his 1764 treatise “On Crimes
and Punishments”, Cesare Beccaria said of gun control; “Such
laws make things worse for the
assaulted and better for the assailants; they serve rather to encourage than to prevent homicides, for
an unarmed man may be attacked
with greater confidence than an
armed man.”
It’s time for university students
and staff to no longer be forced to
sit and wait to become victims.
The law must allow us to take responsibility for our own safety because nobody else is obligated to.
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“I don’t care how you think ... just think”
By Jeremiah Rivera

Daily Titan Columnist

Drug-sniffing dogs cross personal freedoms
Some Hawaii high school students
are getting a real life lesson in privacy
issues, and the federal and state constitutions. As of next month, their
schools will begin using drug-sniffing
dogs on campuses.
The Board of Education’s decision
to deploy the canines has some parents and interest groups concerned
with the route school officials have
decided to take on drug prevention
and safety issues.
“We are concerned that the Board
is teaching our students a miserable
civics lesson by suggesting that we
have to sacrifice freedom and privacy
in the name of safety,” said American
Civil Liberties Union staff attorney
Dan Gluck in a public hearing at
Kapolei High School last week.
At McKinley High School, students were introduced to Custer,
a golden retriever trained to detect
drugs, alcohol, firearms and certain
over-the-counter medications. Students were then given a demonstration of Custer’s drug-sniffing abilities.
Jenny Hong, a 17-year-old junior,
said the dog could end up being an
effective prevention for drugs on
campus.
“In school, you shouldn’t be having drugs in the first place. I don’t
think they would be invading privacy,” Hong said.
Not all Hawaii high schools have
given the drug-sniffing canine program the go ahead. Deputy Superintendent Clayton Fujie said school
officials had to assure proof of reasonable suspicion that such incidents
are occurring on school grounds in
order to implement such heightened
measures.
Earlier this month, Ron Okamura, principal at McKinley High
School, submitted data to the state

Department of Education of incidents on his campus that involved
drugs and alcohol.
Since 2004, Okamura said
McKinley has had about 15 to 20
incidents per school year of “illicit
drugs,” which includes everything
from cigarettes to marijuana.
“As far as I’m concerned, I don’t
really see a problem because we’re
not searching lockers or anything
like that. There’s no invasion of privacy,” Okamura said.
Thanks to an anonymous donor,
he said the drug-sniffing dog program would be conducted at no cost
to the state.
So opponents to the program can
cross the “funds factor” off their list.

Implementing the program is not
tapping into the already limited resources schools have to work with.
Hearings across the state were held
to get public feedback on proposed
rule changes that could ultimately allow for the searches of student lockers on public school campuses solely
at the discretion of principals and
school administrators. The problem
here is defining invasion of privacy
versus precautionary measures.
Opponents of drug-sniffing dogs
say the drug-sniffs constitute a search
and are thereby a violation of constitutional protections codified by the
Fourth Amendment of the Bill of
Rights and Article I of the Hawaii
Constitution, which guarantee the
T: 13 in

right
to be free from unsubstantiated government searches.
It’s all a matter of semantics. However, last I checked, search and sniff
are two different verbs that could
ultimately make the difference in
discovering a concealed weapon and
preserving the lives of students.
A canine program is one step in
the right direction, by providing a
consistent and safe learning environment while also preserving the rights
of students.
The state must not go ahead with
approving the search of students’
lockers. If they did, it would truly
be a sacrifice of privacy and a prime
setup for litigation.

Odds of a child becoming a professional athlete: 1 in 16,000
Odds of a child being diagnosed with autism: 1 in 150

Some signs to look for:
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3300

Pets
YORKIE PUPPIES! for sale. $800
for a male. See pics at www.
myspace.com/yorkiedreams, shots
to date, purebreed, pedigree registered, call 949-209-7708

6500
Help Wanted
Sitters wanted.$10+ per hour.
Register free for jobs near campus
or home. www.student-sitters.com

7600
Room For Rent

Spacious home with rooms for rent
in Anaheim. Located near campus. Ideal for college students.
800/mo utilities included. Gas/
light/water/cable. If intersted contact me at jenny.sierra@yahoo.com
*****************************
Check out online classifieds by
going to www.dailytitan.com and
clicking on the classifieds link.
*****************************

Humorscopes
brought to you by
humorscope.com

Aries (March 21 - April 19)
Go wild today! Try a different brand of ramen
noodles -- or even go so far as to sprinkle a
little chopped green onion over them!
Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
Good day to make a nice pot of gruel. Isn’t it
strange, how difficult it is these days to find
gruel on the menu at restaurants? Perhaps you
should start your own restaurant (e.g. The
Gruel Pot) to rectify that situation.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
Today you will stumble across conclusive proof
that cilantro is actually the main ingredient in
detergents and soaps, and that its culinary use
started as a joke -- it’s just that most people are
too shy to admit that they’d rather spray Lysol
on their burrito than put cilantro on it.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Stop slouching, and sit up straight! How do
you expect to get ahead in the world if you pay
no attention to proper posture?
Leo (July 23 - August 22)
You will discover what Shakespeare actually
meant, when he wrote “Hey nonny, nonny”,
in Much Ado About Nothing. It turns out that
it was simply in-field chatter that somehow
made it into the play, and that Shakespeare not
only enjoyed softball, but was a reasonably
good shortstop.
Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
Nobody knows the trouble you’ve seen. Let’s
just hope you can somehow keep it that way!
Libra (September 23 - October 22)
Beware of bubonic plague today. Other than
that, things will be fairly normal.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
Stay out of the Cheez Doodles today.
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
Thirteen short bearded men will invade your
living quarters soon, eat all your food, and drag
you off on an ill-advised adventure, much to
the amusement of an elderly gentleman of your
acquaintance.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
You will go into business making those little
sugar packets that restaurants use, and make a
fortune. The restaurants will have to use fewer
of yours than anyone elses. Is it due to the pictures on the packets, of really fat people? Who
knows.
Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
This is a time when you need to hold on to your
dreams. Or in other words, reality is becoming
too much for you, and you should try to escape
into a bizarre fantasy life. Heck, it works fine
for Ross Perot, doesn’t it?
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
You will finally begin your novel! This is very
good, since if you’d decided to write a screen
play, you would have had to move to California
and drive a taxi.

SUDOKU

HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must contain
the numbers 1 to 9; each
column must contain the
numbers 1 to 9: and each
set of boxes must contain
the numbers 1 to 9.

Brought to you by the people at www.dailysudoku.com
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Women’s soccer springs forward with fall plans
With a new coaching staff in place and a strong Spring session completed, the Titans look to restore winning tradition next season

Having been to the top of the
mountain in 2007 only to painfully
tumble back down in 2008, the Cal
State Fullerton women’s soccer team
is planning another mighty ascent
for 2009.
And it has a developing theme to
help its climb.
Being Big West Conference
Champions only two years ago, the
team knows how to win and represent the Titan community.
Dealing with adversity is something they’ve mastered too.
The follow-up season to their
championship run proved to be
an inevitable rebuilding year as the
team welcomed 15 new players and
struggled all season to overcome in-

“

Last year was disappointing because we
knew we were capable
of winning.

Think Different. Think Simon.

By simon liang

Daily Titan Sports Columnist
sports@dailytitan.com

Welcome to Dodgertown, home
to the National League West’s best
record.
That might not be saying much,
considering how terrible the NL
West has been in recent memory.
However, the Blue Crew did turn
it up a notch last season only to fall

short to the Philadelphia Phillies in
the NL Championship Series.
Fast forward to this season and
the Dodgers are sitting pretty because they have been scoring runs
like there is no tomorrow and their
pitching staff has been solid.
The Dodgers’ young talent has really developed this season.
These players will be the key to returning this team to their first World
Series since 1988.
One major bright light this season so far has been outfielder Andre
Ethier.
He has been gradually improving every season, but it looks like he
has an extra hop in his step this time
around.
I know it is too early to jump to
any conclusions, but you can tell this
year is Ethier’s coming out party.
The other two young guns who
will be counted on to produce some

of practices a week are evident.
“Everything we did from running to drills, we did as one with the
goal of improvement. We even held
hands through some runs to help
everyone push hard and finish. The
result was a unity and understanding
that developed on the field,” freshman Stacey Fox said.
Mason said he was proud of the
work the team put in over spring.
“This team was so excited to train
and make themselves better that
their progress was monumental.
They would start games and practices on their own. They grinded
through some intense months, but
managed to create a very fun and efficient environment along the way,”
Mason said.
The NCAA allows five days for
competitive games against other
schools and the Titans fared well

against the likes of USC, San Diego
State, Cal Poly Pomona and University of Hawaii, Hilo.
With finals near, the ladies are
now wrapping up a semester that
provided invaluable competition,
training and plenty of bonding to
unite the team.
To help form that bond, the team
spent a week in Hawaii where they
played, trained and enjoyed themselves together. As a symbol of commitment to one another and team
success, each player agreed to one
simple rule for the trip: Cell phones
off.
“We went there to work and handle our business first. Training and
the game was our top priority, and
once we handled that, our chemistry had formed by traveling and
spending so much time together. We
had fun with our coaches and built

friendships amongst ourselves,” Fox
said.
Murillo said she is confident with
the direction the team is headed.
“These past months were very
helpful to our progress because those
that played well in the Fall have developed their skills further and are
ready for next season. The younger
girls were visibly more comfortable
and confident. All of us were actually. Being healthy also allowed us
to go through everything together,”
Murillo said.
As for the Fall theme resulting
from the last few months of hard
work and coming together, both
Mason and Murillo said, “Expect
greatness.”
With a team this dedicated and
confident, that expectation is well
within reach and success awaits them
at the top.

A strong line-up and good pitching potential makes this year the one for the Dodgers

runs are James Loney and Matt
Kemp.
Both had one full season under
their belt last year and they definitely
look more comfortable out there.
We all know what Manny Ramirez and Rafael Furcal bring to the
table – stability.
Manny brings the power and Furcal is the one that makes everyone go
with his speed and craftiness.
Russell Martin will need to improve from last year’s slight dip in
production.
He needs to show flashes of the
2007 Martin, which had all of Major League Baseball drooling over his
potential.
The “x-factor” for the bats will be
veteran Orlando Hudson.
It will be crucial for him to get on
base at a good rate and play Gold
Glove defense at second.
While scoring runs should not be

a problem this year, the pitching is has been roughed up in his last two
what the Blue Crew will ride or die. games which prove that consistency
It could be Dr. Jekyll or Mr. Hyde. is still an issue.
Only time will tell as the season proPitching alongside Kershaw is
gresses.
24-year-old
The most imBillingsAnd there you have it Chad
portant player
ley.
on the pitching folks, barring any major
He showed
staff?
his Cy Young
injuries to key players,
Clayton Ker- the Dodgers should be
capabilities last
shaw. The curveyear and he is
ball throwing running away with the NL 4-0 to start the
2 1 - y e a r - o l d West and be major players season.
proves that age in the MLB Playoffs.
With the inis nothing but a
jury to Hiroki
number.
Kuroda, BillingQuite honestly, he has the most sley needs to lead by example, and
lethal curve ball in all of baseball.
he has showed that on the field.
Veteran Randy Wolf has done a
As the great Vin Scully calls it,
“Clayton’s curve ball is Public En- fine job, but he is not ace material.
He is a serviceable starter at best
emy No. 1.”
Kershaw started the year off well so the other young pitchers need to
and had a gem against San Francis- step up their game in order for the
co with 13 strikeouts. However, he Dodgers’ to go far in the Fall Clas-

“
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juries, last minute heart-break and have found themselves at home in
the learning curve for college play.
their new roles.
“Last year was very disappointing
Overseeing the team’s new trainbecause we knew we were capable of ing regime, as well as participating in
winning. Due to injuries, we lacked it, provided an instant bond with the
seniority
out
players.
there on the field
“In the past,
to help maintain
the first three
the pace of the
weeks back to
college level and
school
have
suffered at the
meant weights
end of some key
in the morning
games,” Christina
– Christina Murillo and running in
Murillo, sophothe afternoon.
Midfielder
more, said about
This Spring, we
the 2008 season.
continued
the
To ensure a winning season, Head weights and running the entire seCoach Demian Brown has added mester. We focused on short sprints,
three accomplished assistant coaches agility and track circles with our new
to his staff as well as intensified the weights coach designing some intraining program this Spring.
tense workouts,” Mason said.
Assistant coaches Diego BocaneThe results of three days of rungra, Lauryn Welch and Brian Mason ning and weights with five total days

“

By steve swensen

For the Daily Titan

sic.
The bullpen is mediocre and the
only thing intimidating about them
is closer Jonathan Broxton.
He has been lights out and made
Dodger fans forget about Eric
Gagne. Wait, who?
Let me refresh your memory, the
guy with the goggles who converted
84 consecutive saves from 20022004.
While Broxton may not be automatic, he is very efficient.
And there you have it folks, barring any major injuries to key players, the Dodgers should be running
away with the NL West and be major players in the MLB Playoffs.
The bats are locked and loaded.
The pitching is boiling.
I can see it in their eyes; this is the
Blue Crew’s year. Dodgertown, let’s
bring the World Series back to Los
Angeles.

Titans score goals
for offseason play
To erase last season’s disappointment, men’s
soccer takes advantage of Spring session games
By mario aguirre

Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

The first official scrimmage may
be four months away, but the Cal
State Fullerton men’s soccer team
has upped its training regiment this
Spring to erase any lingering notion
that last year’s 5-14-1 record could
repeat itself in 2009.
Perched in an office chair overlooking the school’s soccer field,
Head Coach Bob Ammann said
this week the Titans have undergone
intense preparation during the past
two and a half months, which is the
time allotted for Spring training.
Oftentimes, the Titans have
played two to three games in one
day because the NCAA limits the
number of dates schools are allowed
to compete.
It’s been beneficial for the Titans,
who have used this circumstance to
utilize their entire roster on multigame days.
The dense schedule, Ammann
said will help minimize the strenuous feeling that may to come once
the season gets underway.
“These guys have busted their
butts,” assistant coach Adam Reeves
said. “Just about every week we’ve
maximized about 18 to 20 hours
every week. From training to weight
room to small-group sessions to
video, they really proved that they
wanted it. And they really want to be
successful. So they’ve worked hard.”
The group will disband Thursday,
many players opt to play for club
teams in the Summer, and reconvene two weeks before the team’s
first scrimmage at the University of
San Diego Aug. 27.
With limited time, players will
have to arrive in game-shape to use
those two weeks to prepare for upcoming opponents, such as Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo in the Big West
Conference opener Sept. 30.
The Titans will be aided this Fall
by the return of a crop of sophomores from last season’s team.
In recent years, Fullerton has been
unable to gauge what kind of team it
expected in the Fall because many of
them graduated.

But with so many young players
this year, the coaching staff said it
believes it has a good understanding
of what it can expect, personnel-wise
at least, once fall comes around.
“The exciting thing for myself and
for the staff is that we should have
this group for a number of years,”
Ammann said. “And if you look, the
majority of the teams that do well
and have a lot of success are older,
more mature teams.”
The Titans showed Saturday they
could compete against those seasoned teams when they tied UCLA,
1-1, to conclude Spring training.
The team has a blend of veteran
players to lead the team, with a
sophomore-heavy crop of players
that steadily hope to build a strong
foundation for the men’s soccer program.
“The players we have are talented, young players,” Ammann said.
“They just need time to develop and
mature.”
Matt Sanders, Shay Spitz and
Mark Nelson were slated the team’s
co-captains this season. Sanders,
who was an All-Big West Conference First Team selection, is one of
two players along with Spitz who
have been with the Titans since their
freshman year. Nelson is a Division
II transfer.
With that leadership, coupled
with the young group of players with
an added year padded onto their resumes, the group hopes to vie for
one of the top spots in the Big West
Conference.
It’s not an overly ambitious goal.
In fact, Ammann pointed to UC Irvine as a prime example of what the
team hopes to accomplish.
The Anteaters finished last in
conference two years ago, and last
season they earned the conference
championship when they defeated
UC Santa Barbara.
The Titans hope to achieve similar success through the work it has
produced.
“Looking at the start of Spring until the end of Spring, I think there’s
been a whole bunch of improvement,” Spitz said. “If there was a year
for us to be a force to be reckoned
with, this should be the year.”

