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Correction
The article titled “Campus to vote 

on new fee” in the April 30 issue of 
the Daily Titan had the wrong date 
for the Special Election, when stu-
dents will vote on the Campus Life 
and Athletics Fee referendum. The 
election will be held May 6 and 7.
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What’s showing at the 
art gallery?

There will be two displays at Cal 
State Fullerton’s Grand Central Art 
Center from May 6 to June 14.

Artist High Brown, famous for ap-
propriating recognizable and iconic 
works of art, meticulously recreating 
masterpieces, will be displaying The 
Chainsaw Show.

Also, Cal State Fullerton Main 
Art Gallery Director Mike McGee 
has organized an ambitious and in-
clusive retrospective of a lifetime of 
artwork by nationally recognized 
artist John Paul Jones (1924-1999), 
marking the 10-year anniversary of 
the death of Southern California art-
ist. 

The exhibition John Paul Jones: 
A Retrospective, will be showing 
until May 8 and includes more than 
100 prints, paintings and sculptures, 
requiring two separate venues in or-
der to exhibit such a large body of 
artwork concurrently: The Main Art 
Gallery at Cal State Fullerton and 
the Frank M. Doyle Arts Pavilion at 
Orange Coast College. 

Grand Central Art Gallery is lo-
cated at Grand Central Art Center at 
125 N. Broadway in Santa Ana.

Admission is free.

Provisions frustrate 
universities, employers

(MCT) At Duke University in 
North Carolina, where foreign na-
tionals account for 60 percent of 
this year’s master’s class in engineer-
ing, Vivek Wadhwa is watching his 
students struggle to get jobs.

Some of them are getting employ-
ment offers withdrawn, while oth-
ers are frustrated and ready to move 
back home. Wadhwa says it’s the re-
sult of xenophobic messages coming 
out of Washington.

The culprit is a law passed by 
Congress in February. It forces banks 
that receive federal bailout money to 
hire American citizens over foreign 
guest workers. 

Two months later, its reverbera-
tions are being felt across the coun-
try, particularly on college cam-
puses. The effect could be most 
acute in states such as California 
and New Jersey, national leaders in 
immigrant-founded engineering and 
technology businesses. In California, 
foreign nationals helped create more 
than half of the start-up companies 
in the Silicon Valley, according to a 
Duke University study. 

University Heights still 
feeling housing hangover

With Cal State Fullerton’s Housing Authority now allowing almost anyone to lease the vacant homes in University Heights, some long-time residents have expressed concern over the 
tranquility of their neighborhood with the influx of new residents. 

BY ANDREA kELLOgg/Daily Titan Staff Photographer

See HOUSING, Page 2

BY NATE jACkSON
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

Housing boondoggle, University Heights still sits only two-thirds full but lease applicants this summer could 
reverse the misfortunes of the university’s Auxiliary Services Corporation, which was responsible for the deal

Walking down quiet rows of town 
homes in University Heights, the 
chance of finding signs of life after 
dark are slim. With the exception of 
a few parked cars, patches of glow-
ing bedroom windows and forsaken 
scribbles of pastel sidewalk chalk on 
the street, it’s hard to tell if anyone 
lives there at all. 

But with the community opening 
up itself to renters from the general 
public and college students from Cal 
State Fullerton in the near future, 
some residents are concerned that 
the culture of their quiet neighbor-
hood may change.

“It’s kinda like you’re living in a 
ghost town,” says Carlos Jackson, 
standing in the doorway of the home 
he moved into April 1 with his family. 
His wife Robin works in the Califor-
nia State University Chancellor’s of-
fice. “But I actually like it. It makes it 
feel like your own 
home, rather than 
being attached to a 
bunch of homes.”

Although some 
residents at Cal 
State Fullerton’s 
University Heights 
housing develop-
ment appreciate 
the tranquility 
of the two-thirds 
filled 42-home 
housing complex, 
many original 
buyers claim the 
crumbling outside 
housing market 
has caused problems that they had 
not anticipated in the university 
housing market.

In February, the ability to lease a 
home opened to the general public to 

create revenue. The CSUF Housing 
Authority, which leased the land to 
construct and sell the homes, says it’s 
unable to buy back the homes from 
mortgagees at their original price. 

In some cases, the loss would 
amount to $100,000 less than what 
an original home buyer would have 
paid for it. Several homeowners 
say that the information about the 
homes posted on the Housing Au-
thority Web site (www.csufhomes.
org) said that no homeowner would 
ever have to incur these kinds of loss-
es in a resale. This, combined with 
other miscommunications between 
the homeowners and the Housing 
Authority, causes some residents to 
lose faith in the security of university 
housing.

When they were first established 
in Fall 2007, the University Heights 
homes were marketed by the CSUF 
Housing Authority as an exclusive 
enclave for CSUF faculty and staff 
with competitive housing prices and 
close proximity to the university. The 

homes, priced at 
$475-$587,000, 
were 10 to 15 per-
cent cheaper than 
comparable hous-
ing in the area at 
the time, accord-
ing to Housing 
Authority Presi-
dent Bill Dick-
erson. Two years 
later, only about 
26 of the commu-
nity’s 42 homes are 
filled.

Gulhan Alpargu, 
a math professor 
at CSUF, was one 

of the original homebuyers in No-
vember 2007. She and her husband, 
also a professor at CSUF, bought the 
house because of the location and the 
strength of the surrounding school 

“

“You are selling 
your house and say-
ing ‘A’ when in con-
tract you said ‘B’ … 
that’s not a fair way 
to sell anything.

– Gulhan Alpargu,

            Math Professor

“

“The Web site was 
worded poorly, plain 
and simple.

– Bill Dickerson,
            Housing Authority 

President

district. The competitive pricing and 
the prospect of having neighbors in 
the academic field was also enticing.
Misinformation and  
miscommunication

“I wanted to live around people 
who share the same kind of values as 
me,” Alpargu said.

Alpargu is also a member of the 
recently-formed Housing Authority 
Advisory Committee for University 
Heights. This is a group of three ho-
meowners elected by the community 
and approved by the Housing Au-
thority to represent the community 
in meetings with 
the Housing Au-
thority every cou-
ple months.

When the Al-
pargu’s originally 
searched for in-
formation on the 
University Heights’ 
homes online, buy-
ers ran across an 
item in the “FAQ” 
portion of the 
CSUF Housing 
Authority Web site regarding what 
controls will be placed on the resale 
of homes. 

A 2008 copy of the answer on the 
Web site shows that under the ground 
lease provisions on the property, the 
sales price of a home in University 
Heights will never be less than the 
original sale price. It said that even if 
the Consumer Price Index (the resale 
price index) declined, no homeown-
er will be forced to sell a home for 
less than what they paid. It was also 
stated that if the home increases in 
value and was resold, the homeowner 
would only receive a small percent-
age of that increase during a resale.

“Our goal was never to make 
money,” Alpargu said. “Even if the 
(housing) prices were going down, 

the university was still not reducing 
the price of the house, and we asked 
if they would go down and the an-
swer we got was, ‘No, we will never, 
ever reduce the price.’”

However, the wording was differ-
ent in the ground lease contract that 
the homeowners actually signed. The 
contract stated the “maximum resale” 
price will never be less than the origi-
nal price of the home, which accord-
ing to Housing Authority president 
Bill Dickerson, changed the mean-
ing of the sentence. In actuality, the 
most an owner would earn on a re-
sale wouldn’t be less than what they 

originally paid.
“The Web 

site was worded 
poorly, plain and 
simple,” Dickerson 
said, adding the 
resale language is 
properly stated in 
everyone’s ground 
lease that they 
signed. The Hous-
ing Authority has 
since apologized 
for the wording 

and changed the Web site to make it 
consistent with the contract.

But Alpargu and some other origi-
nal homeowners are still upset by the 
Housing Authority’s misinforma-
tion.

“You are selling your house and 
saying ‘A’ when in contract you said 
‘B’ … that’s not a fair way to sell any-
thing,” she said.

Ionel Tifrea, a CSUF physics pro-
fessor and University Heights resi-
dent, said it’s a problem because the 
residents have been misinformed by 
the Housing Authority.

“It’s also probably our fault that 
we didn’t read carefully the contract,” 
Tifrea, who is also on the Housing 

Long after the bell rings and the 
middle school traffic dies down, 
Jeanette Odle helps students on her 
own time.

Students who need some help un-
derstanding fractions listen to Odle 
as their mothers sit in miniature 
desks. After two or three demonstra-
tions, one girl lights up with under-
standing.

Parents cannot thank Odle 
enough, and she tells them she is 
happy to help and is always available 
for questions after class.

 Odle commonly spends her lunch 
breaks and time after school helping 
kids who need some extra attention. 
With 33 kids in her class, Odle, who 
teaches at Crescent Intermediate in 
Anaheim, feels there are too many 
students to effectively help during 
school hours. Even if she helped ev-
ery kid for only one minute, by that 
time the class period would be over, 
she said.

If a temporary teacher stays with 
the district for three to five years, 
they can usually become a proba-
tionary teacher, and after a couple 
of years they reach permanent status 
and build tenure.

But Odle feels like she is at the 
mercy of the Orange Unified School 
District.

Going into her seventh year as a 
temporary, what lies ahead still re-
mains uncertain, especially for recent 
college graduates who fear they will 
be struggling to find teaching jobs in 
a tough economic climate.

“In the meantime, if you are a 
temporary, then you don’t have any 
security at all,” Odle said.

 Although the Los Angeles Unified 
School District had to approve a line 
of contentious budget cuts in April 
that would have eliminated thou-
sands of jobs for the 2009 through 
2010 school year, nearly 2,000 per-
manent elementary teachers might 
be spared from pink slips thanks to 
Obama’s stimulus package.  

Still, 5,000 more temporary teach-
ers may face layoffs, and the LAUSD 
also approved increasing class sizes 
to adjust for the loss of teachers and 
funding shortfalls, according to a 
LAUSD report. 

Temporary teachers lose their in-
surance during the summers unless 
they have already signed the contract 
for the next year. Their contract is 
day-to-day, and if they are terminat-
ed, it tarnishes their reputation. If 
teachers are let go mid-year, they are 
stuck waiting until the next school 
year for employment. Some do not 
get the chance to sign contracts until 
a month before the school year be-
gins.

One time, Odle signed her con-
tract three days before school began, 
leaving her almost no time to set up 
her classroom and prepare for the 
year. She was just relieved to have a 
job.

Now with budget uncertainties 
and longer summers, Odle is a little 
scared about the security of tempo-
rary teachers.  

“We won’t hear if they are hiring  

Teachers
feeling
crunch
Temporary teachers fear 
job insecurity with an 
increase in class sizes

BY CARLY CRETNEY
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com

See TEACHERS, Page 4



housing: messy predicament for all
Authority Advisory Committee, 
said, alleging that nothing on the 
contract was negotiable at the time 
of signing.
Foreclosure fail-safes

Even though the Housing Au-
thority is not inclined to repurchase 
homes from faculty at a loss, Dick-
erson said they are still responsible 
to prevent houses from going into 
foreclosure. A resolution drafted be-
tween the Housing Authority and the 
Schools First Credit Union, which 
secured most of the home loans for 
the community, states the university 
is obligated to help a resident who 
faces delinquency on their mortgage 
by renegotiating a realistic payment 
on the home until homeowners get 
back on their feet.

Sabira Dewji, a career level IT 
Consultant at CSUF, was also 
among the first to purchase a home 
at University Heights. For Dewji, 
her husband, her two elderly in-laws 
and their two children, the option 
of university housing seemed like 
an ideal situation at the height of 
the housing market. However, in 
November 2008, her husband, who 
works in the Department of Home-
land Security, received notice of a 
job transfer to Canada. This left the 
family in a predicament of relocating 
and selling their house.

The Housing Authority told 
Dewji they couldn’t buy back her 
house, given that the index price had 
dropped significantly lower than 
what her and her husband paid. 
However, they were able to work 
out an agreement to get the house 
rented, something Dewji said her 
original ground lease didn’t allow.

“We were under a lot of stress and 
shock with the news we were given, 
but the university (officials) were 
helpful in assisting us,” Dewji said. 
“Both the university and us have the 
attitude when life gives you lemons 
you make lemonade.”

Dewji said although she read the 
same incorrect statement on the Web 
page as the rest of the homeowners 
and was told verbally that the price 
of her house wouldn’t go down, she 
doesn’t blame the university.

“We were under the impression 
that we were immune to outside fac-
tors, and we are not,” she said.

For lessees who pay rent on the 
homes, help came more immediately 
in the form of rent reduction. At the 
beginning of 2009, rent on a 1,700 
sq. ft. home went from $2,500 per 
month to $2,300 per month, and a 
2,000 sq. ft. home went from $2,800 
per month to $2,600 per month.

According to the Housing Au-
thority, renting is being used to cre-
ate a temporary revenue stream and 
attract buyers until the housing mar-
ket improves. The Housing Author-
ity is using the revenue to pay back 
the $16 million loan from the CSU 
Chancellor’s office, of which they 
still owe approximately $12 million. 
This debt is combined with the fact 
that they are engaged in a legal dis-
pute with the construction company 
that built the homes. This results in 
little flexibility in lowering mortgage 
prices according to Dickerson.

Recently, one option that does 
not appear on the Housing Author-
ity’s Web site is the option for CSUF 
faculty lessees to begin a “lease 
to buy” program. Should a lessee 
choose to purchase a home within 
five years, they would receive a $300 
credit for every month they live in 
the home for five years, totaling up 
to $18,000. This option is offered to 
CSUF faculty and staff only.

But even with the university try-
ing to live up to its mission of at-
tracting CSUF personnel to buy in 
the Heights, some renters are skepti-
cal about taking that step.

Tanya Thompson has worked for 
the Auxiliary Services Commission 
at CSUF for almost 11 years. She 
leases a home in University Heights, 

and lives with her son and his wife 
along with their first grade daugh-
ter. Thompson said the community 
environment and the abundance 
of young children in the area is an 
ideal environment right now. But 
with homes being leased by people 
outside the scope of CSUF, she is 
concerned that the dynamic of the 
neighborhood may change.

“Would we be able to maintain 
that sense of community when it’s 
opened up beyond the CSU? I don’t 
know.” She added she may eventu-
ally try to move into a single family 
home where prices are more afford-
able than her current three-story 
town home in the Heights.

Though Thompson and others are 
not very satisfied with the dispar-
ity between the sticker price of the 
homes and their resale value, they all 
note the community shares a bond 
that goes beyond an ordinary neigh-
borhood.

“Not only because we come from 
the same community, but because 
the community was built for us, it 
was built for Fullerton and you have 
that sense of pride of being a Titan,” 
Thompson said.

As this semester comes to a close, 
CSUF President Milton Gordon 
plans to hire 50 new teachers for the 
next academic year, a significantly 
lower number than in years past. 
Dickerson and the Housing Author-
ity are hoping for more interested 
buyers for the homes, though the 
timing for the housing development 
couldn’t be worse. And inside the 
quiet homes on the streets of Uni-
versity Heights, there are some who 
regret their decision to commit to 
their home.

Though the Housing Author-
ity maintains that its prices were a 
bargain at the height of the market, 
Dickerson does not discredit the ho-
meowners’ frustrations.

“(They were bought because) it 
was a good deal,” said Dickerson, 
adding the homes at the Heights 
were once $125-150,000 less than 
what a similar home would cost on 
the market. “And they thought they 
had a guaranteed buyer if they ever 
had to sell. That was unfortunately 
not correct.”

Three new families are moving 
in this month on a lease, bringing 
the lessee count to approximately 
nine leased homes. One lessee is em-
ployed by the university, another is 
a professor at Fullerton College and 
the third is a local banker, according 
to Dickerson.

It’s a small figure, but one that 
may lead to a sign of recovery for the 
community of University Heights.

From Page 1
But even with the university trying to live up to 

its mission of attracting CSUF personnel to buy in 
the Heights, some renters are skeptical about taking 
that step.
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IN OTHER NEWS
Japan to start developing swine flu vaccine

TOKYO (MCT) – The Japanese Health, Labor and Welfare Ministry an-
nounced Saturday the start of vaccine development against swine flu, fol-
lowing the arrival of a sample of the new type of flu strain at the National 
Institute of Infectious Diseases from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in the United States.

It is expected to take about six months before the vaccine will be on the 
market, officials said.

The NIID will first create a “seed” from the virus strain that is suitable 
for vaccine development. The seed is a virus modified to easily multiply in a 
chicken egg. The modified virus will be distributed to four vaccine makers 
and institutions in the country so they can start manufacturing the vaccine 
against the new type of flu.

However, the vaccine makers already are producing vaccines on some of 
their manufacturing lines for the annual seasonal influenzas, which become 
rampant every winter.

Therefore, it will be necessary to adjust the manufacturing process before 
the facilities can start producing the new vaccine.

MIAMI (MCT) – The teenagers in Mr. Andrews’ eighth-grade history 
class had a lot of questions about the Great Depression – and they weren’t all 
related to the 1930s.

“Are we going to have a Great Depression now?” asked Meybys Rigal, 14, 
after the class drew parallels to the current economic downturn.

Even for veteran social studies teacher Israel Andrews, the answer wasn’t 
an easy one.

“We can understand it because we’re kind of going through it,” said Greid-
ys Martinez, 13, a student in Andrews’s class at West Miami Middle. 

Teachers across the country are using the opportunity to teach the De-
pression, said Susan Griffin, who heads the National Council for the Social 
Studies.

“A good social studies teacher is looking for connections that they can 
make between the current situation and historical situations,” Griffin said. 
“Unfortunately, this is a perfect opportunity to do that.”

INTERNATIONAL

NATIONAL

Fiat chairman calls GM’s Opel an ‘ideal partner’
SAN FRANCISCO (MCT) – Fiat SpA reportedly confirmed interest in 

General Motors Corp.’s Opel division in a move that would further extend 
the Italian automaker’s global reach as it grapples with the historic industry 
downturn.

Fiat last week completed a deal with Chrysler LLC giving it a 20 percent 
stake in the bankrupt U.S. car maker that would rise to 35 percent as cer-
tain milestones are reached.

Fiat CEO Sergio Marchionne will meet with German government offi-
cials in Berlin on Monday to discuss an offer for Opel, GM’s German unit, 
according to media reports.

Marchionne previously said Fiat needs to sell between 5.5 million and 
6 million vehicles to survive the current automotive industry crisis. With 
Chrysler in the fold, the combined company’s sales come in at about 4.2 
million vehicles a year.

GM, which could follow Chrysler into bankruptcy within weeks, is 
looking to shutter several brands to focus on its core lineup of Chevrolet, 
Buick, GMC and Cadillac. Pontiac was the most recent casualty of the vast 
restructuring, with GM aiming to phase out the brand by next year.

STATE

Economic crisis stirs student interest in Great Depression

‘Do It Yourself’ festival hits O.C. 
By sergio caBaruVias

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

Cooperation through anarchism 
– that is the main goal of the Or-
ange County based collective of 
“like-minded individuals,” said 
member Joe Ferraro, 20, of Garden 
Grove.

Saturday and Sunday the com-
munity activist group held its third 
annual “Orange County Do It 
Yourself Festival” in Santa Ana. 

The event hosted over 20 work-
shops for more than 100 attendees 
on varying topics ranging from 
alternative health to gardening, 
bicycle maintenance to feminism, 
gender issues and more.

The collective, sometimes re-
ferred to as “Base Collective,” is an 
autonomous group that adheres to 
the basic principles of non-violent 
anarchism, said D.J. Frick, a 22-
year-old Stranton resident and ac-
tive member of the group.

“Anarchism is a movement for 
a society in which the violence of 
racism, sexism, homophobia, capi-
talism and coercion are removed 
from our daily lives. Anarchism is 
a philosophy and movement work-
ing to build cooperative, egalitar-
ian human relationships and social 
structures that promote mutual aid, 
radical democratic control of po-
litical and economic decisions and 
ecological sustainability,” according 
to an article by Chriss Crass, posted 
on the Web site practicalanarchy.
org.

The Orange County incarnation 
of that concept is found in “Base 
Collective.”

“Base is a group of 10 to 20 like-

minded individuals.We operate 
with consensus, everyone gets their 
opinions heard, and everything is 
valid. If any one person has a prob-
lem with an idea that everyone else 
likes, we will address the problem. 
We do not do majority-rules,” Fer-
raro said.

Frick nodded to Ferraro before 
elaborating on the association’s in-
tent.

“We are out here trying to orga-
nize community spirit and things 
like this – the ‘Orange County Do 
It Yourself Festival’ – this is how we 
express our activism. We are non-
violent people,” Frick said.

This non-violent interpretation of 
anarchy is closely related to the DIY 
subculture, which also promotes 
healthy living and mutual aid, said 
Cassy Pea, a 20-year-old Irvine resi-
dent and one of the coordinators of 
the DIY event.

“DIY represents the freedom 
from consumerism. I can have this 
necklace and nobody had to pay for 
these materials. It was rope, and it 
was recycled glass. It is the idea that 
as a human, as a society, we have the 
ability to do whatever we would like 
to do. We have (built) this (preva-
lent) society. We could do whatever 
else we’d like to do too,” Pea added.

Among the workshops held at 
the DIY Festival was one at which a 
text was passed around titled “What 
Your Mother and Your Doctor Nev-
er Told You about Your Period.”

That women’s health issues work-
shop also discussed the Diva Cup, 
an alternative menstrual device to 
tampons and pads.

“Instead of using a tampon, 
which is filled with bleach chemi-

cals and cotton’s pesticides, which 
you really should not stick up your 
body, there are silicone and plastic 
cups you can buy now. You put this 
cup up there and it just catches all 
the blood. And you just pour it out 
and wash it, and it’s good forever, 
pretty much,” Pea said. “And then 
you never have to buy tampons 
again. Most women pay $150 to 
$250 a year on tampons because it 
is a commercialized idea that you 
need a tampon if you are on your 
period.”

The festival also held workshops 
on bicycle maintenance to promote 
clean and alternative transportation, 
gardening to encourage healthy eat-
ing and gender issues to support 
tolerance and acceptance.

Many members of the “Base Col-
lective” also participate in the Santa 
Ana chapter of “Food Not Bombs,” 
a loose knit international movement 

of groups that take donations of ed-
ible but unsellable food from local 
markets, and create hot vegan and 
vegetarian meals to distribute to the 
hungry.

The group also hosts the “Re-
ally Really Free Market” at Santiago 
Park in Santa Ana, where everything 
is free, every three months. 

“We try to have people bring stuff 
when they come so it is more like a 
sharing experience. You bring some-
thing, you give something, and you 
take something. It works out pretty 
much like that,” Pea said.

But despite the service in which 
she and her fellow activists partake, 
Pea remains humble.

“The natural way is always best 
for you. … (But) we are here to 
learn. We do not know it all, we 
don’t have all the answers. And we 
learn along with everyone else who 
lives here,” she said.

‘Do It Yourself ’ gathering held Sunday afternoon at Santiago Park in Santa Ana.The 
third anual event, previouly held upwards of 50 people and more. Workshops such as 
bike mantainence and gardening were held for the public.

By daniel suzuki/Daily Titan Photo Editor
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For wounded soldiers, Army assists in transition to life back home
COLUMBIA, S.C. (MCT) – 

Army Specialist Chris Hussey sur-
vived five bombings and a rocket at-
tack while serving a yearlong tour in 
Iraq as a combat medic.

The Columbia, S.C., soldier, who 
received two Purple Hearts, has 
waged a fierce fight to regain nor-
malcy in his life.

Other than a 1-inch scar below his 
left eye, the 5-foot-10-inch Hussey, 
who keeps his blond hair cut short, 
military-style, did not suffer other 
visible wounds.

But nightmares and flashbacks 
wrecked his sleep. The hyper-vigi-
lance he needed to survive in combat 
controlled him whenever he left his 
apartment.

His memory went haywire, caus-
ing him to forget his buddies’ names 
or what his house looked like.

“There was a point when I started 
thinking that I was losing my mar-
bles,” the 40-year-old soldier said.

Eventually diagnosed with both 
mild traumatic brain injury and 
post-traumatic stress disorder, 
Hussey entered the Warrior Transi-
tion Unit at Fort Jackson in Colum-
bia in December 
2007.

It is one of 36 
units the Army es-
tablished in 2007 
after media reports 
revealed problems 
with the housing 
and care wounded 
troops received at 
Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center in 
Washington, D.C.

About 100 sol-
diers are in the Fort 
Jackson unit, re-
ceiving outpatient 
treatment at Mon-
crief Army Community Hospital 
and the Dorn VA Medical Center.

Overall, some 10,500 soldiers – 
members of the active-duty Army, 
Reserve and National Guard – are 
in units around the nation and over-
seas.

The units provide long-term care 
of six months or more to soldiers, 
and also help families learn how to 
cope with a wounded loved one.

“Healing is part of the process, 
but transitioning is the goal – tran-
sitioning back to an effective civilian 
life or an effective life back in your 
military unit,” said Joseph C. High-

tower, the unit’s administrator direc-
tor.

While some in the program will 
leave the Army and return to civilian 
life, others can remain in uniform, 
returning to their old units or mov-
ing to other jobs, said Hightower, a 
retired Army colonel.

For example, an infantryman 
might become a truck driver, an 
administrative clerk or a computer 
technician.

“We’re not going to allow that ex-
perience to walk out the door. It’s lu-
dicrous. It’s crazy,” Hightower said.

Hussey first joined the Army in 
1987 and served on a tank crew dur-
ing the Gulf War in 1991. A few 
months later, he was discharged and 
returned home to South Carolina, 
raising a family of two boys, and 
working as a grocery store manager.

Then, the Iraq war broke out. In 
2004 Hussey re-enlisted, volunteer-
ing to be a combat medic.

He deployed to Iraq in November 
2005 with a unit out of Fort Hood, 
Texas. His platoon wound up at a 
base on Baghdad’s southern out-
skirts.

The first time he 
was “blown up,” 
as Hussey puts 
it, was on Eas-
ter Sunday 2006, 
five months into 
the yearlong tour. 
While patrolling 
about 50 miles 
from the base, 
Hussey was at the 
wheel of a Hum-
vee when a road-
side bomb rocked 
the truck, filling it 
with black smoke 
and dust.

Somehow, ev-
eryone in the Humvee escaped seri-
ous injury, said Hussey, whose door 
was charred by the blast. But the 
bomb “shook us up pretty good,” he 
added.

In the second, third and fourth 
blasts, Hussey got “knocked around” 
while riding in Humvees hit by 
bombs buried in roads.

The fifth time, Hussey was on a 
foot patrol. The blast wave hurled 
him 50 feet across a road and into a 
ditch, briefly knocking him uncon-
scious.

“It was like a fly being hit by a fly 
swatter,” Hussey said. “It just smash-

es you.”
The last blast occurred just a 

few weeks before Hussey’s unit was 
scheduled to return home in No-
vember 2007. He was caring for a 
wounded Iraqi soldier when a rock-
et-propelled grenade blasted into a 
wall 20 yards away, knocking him 
down but not out.

In February 2007, about four 
months after returning from Iraq, 
Hussey was assigned to Fort Jack-
son.

As he readjusted to being home, 
the memories of combat – the death 
and maimed bodies – began haunt-
ing him.

“After I got to Fort Jackson, things 
started to deteriorate rather quickly, 
with the . . . nightmares and flash-
backs. I was just having a very, very 
hard time adjusting.”

Such feelings cropping up months 
after returning home are common, 
said Dianna Kelpinski, a social 
worker and case manager in the Fort 
Jackson unit.

“That’s where you’ve started mov-
ing from, ‘OK, we’re here’ to the 
‘what-ifs,’” she said. “That’s where 
the dreams, nightmares and (post-
traumatic) symptoms start to creep 
in.”

With the Warrior transition pro-
gram, the Army established units at 
posts around the country so soldiers 
could be closer to their hometowns 
and families.

For Hussey, it meant being near 
his two sons, Dalton, 15, and Dan, 
13, whose pictures he kept in plastic, 
easy-seal bags tucked in a pocket un-
der his body armor.

But Hussey, who is separated from 
his wife, wasn’t sure the boys should 
live with him.

“I didn’t want them to suffer like I 
was suffering,” Hussey said.

That changed five months later 
when the younger son moved into 
Hussey’s apartment, situated about 
six miles from Fort Jackson.

“I didn’t want dad to be alone,” 
Dan said.

Dalton, who was entering high 
school, decided to stay with his 
mother in Myrtle Beach, S.C., so he 
could be closer to friends.

Having Dan, a 7th-grader at Dent 
Middle School, as a roommate was 
a “godsend,” Hussey said. “I was so 
bottled up, and when he came to live 
with me, I really had to step outside 
my comfort zone.”

Dan became a constant compan-
ion, helping Hussey to overcome his 
hyper-vigilance outside their apart-
ment. Whether they went to the 
movies or a restaurant, Hussey said, 
his first instinct was to size up the 
crowd and check for exits.

When taking his son along, 
Hussey said, he focuses on Dan’s 
needs instead of worrying about the 
crowd.

“He knows what I’m doing and 
he’ll pull me back to reality,” Hussey 
said.

In the 16 months Hussey has been 
in the Warrior unit, he has seen a 
psychologist three times a week and 

a psychiatrist about once every 10 
days. There also are visits with a neu-
rologist and an occupational thera-
pist, and PTSD group meetings.

Much of the work has been to 
help Hussey learn new ways to over-
come memory problems, such as 
making out detailed “to-do” lists, 
and using logic to beat back irratio-
nal thoughts.

Hussey, who expects to be medi-
cally retired from the service, now 
contemplates life back in the civil-
ian world. With the encouragement 
of his therapists, Hussey hopes to 
counsel veterans who suffer from 
post-traumatic stress and brain in-
juries.

“He’s still going to be a soldier, 
just a soldier in a different way,” 
Kelpinski said. “We take those expe-
riences, knowledge and wisdom, and 
mold them into a different way.”

“I’ve needed everything that I 
have gotten and I have learned a 
tremendous amount along the way,” 
Hussey said.

Army medic Chris Hussey, center, sits with his sons, Dalton, 15, left, and Dan, 13, at their Columbia, S.C. home, April 10. Hussey survived five bombing attacks in Iraq and 
returned home with traumatic brain injuries and post-traumatic stress disorder. He credits his sons and Army transition programs for his recovery.

photo courtesy Mct

“

“After I got to 
Fort Jackson, things 
started to deteriorate 
rather quickly, with 
the . . . nightmares 
and flashbacks. 

– Chris Hussey,

            Veteran
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preparing.
“I think it is a terrible decision (to 

lay off teachers),” said Ruth Reinker, 
chair of the College of Education 
Inter-club Council, and a soon-
to-be teaching credential graduate. 
“California ranks 48th in the nation 
in terms of education, and cutting 
teachers while increasing class size 
will not help that situation in any 
way, shape or form.”
Class sizes to increase
The LAUSD Board of Education’s 
decision to increase the number of 
students in each classroom raises 
concerns about the quality of educa-
tion.

“Increased class sizes and fewer 
teachers will widen the gap between 

those students who will succeed and 
fail, and this is due primarily to the 
fact that they do not receive the in-
dividualized help they need due to 
such large class sizes,” Reinker said. 
“We can increase the number of stu-
dents in the classroom, but we will 
simply decrease their chance of suc-
cess.”

Grades K-3 will show an increase 
of four students per class, while 
grades 4-12 will see an increase of 
two students per class.

This leaves 11th and 12th grade 
high school teachers with 43 stu-
dents per teacher, according to a 
LAUSD report.

“After five years of study, many 
of us are finding that we will not be 
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T-shirts provide outlet for survivors of sexual and domestic violence
By Carly CreTney

Daily Titan Staff Writer
news@dailytitan.com

TeaCHerS: Temporary faCulTy freTS, ClaSS Size inCreaSeS

back until August,” she said about 
the district’s policy.
The final pink slip count is unknown 
because the LAUSD does not know 
exactly how much federal and state 
money it will be receiving, especially 
with the special election on May 19 
that deals with the California bud-
get.

Future for teaching 
graduates unstable

Cal State Fullerton’s soon-to-be 
credential graduates are concerned 
that budget restrictions in this econ-
omy will keep them from the jobs 
for which they spent so much time 

From Page 1

able to put the skills we have learned 
in the wonderful program here at 
CSUF to good use,” said Reinker, 
who is one of a group of 30 students 
in a multiple subject credential pro-
gram who are preparing to graduate 
in May.

According to the LAUSD, the 
federal stimulus will save 4,621 jobs, 
which would have been 11,000 jobs 
lost without stimulus funding. With 
California lagging behind academi-
cally, many fear the state’s financial 
problems will stand in the way of re-
vamping California’s education sys-
tem, as teachers become weary about 
the potential for future jobs.

“This really is a travesty, in my 
opinion, because each and every 
CSUF credential graduate has the 
knowledge, skills and creativity to 
make an amazing education,” Rein-
ker said. “However, these wonder-
ful attributes will have to wait to be 
put to use due to the recent budget 
cuts.”

The cuts are due to a near $600 
million budget shortfall, according 
to the LAUSD. With California’s 
economic woes, as well as those of 
the nation, graduates may have dif-
ficulty finding jobs as teachers.

“Obviously it makes finding po-
sitions a bit more challenging,” said 
Carmen Dunlap, associate dean of 
the College of Education.

Dunlap said students can prepare 
themselves for finding jobs in educa-
tion, but they need to think practi-
cally about the future of their career, 
as well as be flexible with opportuni-
ties.

Potential teachers may need to 
find long-term substitute positions, 
or try to make themselves more mar-
ketable by focusing on math and 
science, which are in demand for 
hiring.

“It’s sad for the people who are 

Temporary teacher Jeanette Odle, of Crescent Intermediate in Anaheim, helps students after class to supplement for large class sizes.
By Carly CreTney/Daily Titan Staff Writer

Clotheslines with colorful shirts 
decorated with personal messages 
of students lined the Quad at Cal 
State Fullerton Thursday. These mes-

sages were an outlet for students to 
confront violence that touched their 
lives.

The Clothesline Project gives par-
ticipants an opportunity to “publicly 
affirm transition from victim to sur-
vivor,” said Carey Coats, member of 
the Women Studies Student Associa-

tion and Third Wave Feminists.
The program was started by a coali-

tion of women’s groups in Cape Cod, 
Mass. The Men’s Rape Prevention 
Project discovered that while 58,000 
soldiers died during Vietnam, 51,000 
women had died during the same pe-
riod as a result of sexual or domestic 

violence. This statistic inspired the 
birth of the project, according to the 
Clothesline Project Web site.

“Spousal abuse, rape, these are the 
only crimes with which the victim 
can be blamed in the legal system,” 
said Russ Espinoza, professor of psy-
chology.

He brought his Psychology of 
Prejudice and Discrimination class to 
the event. They were recently talking 
about discrimination and prejudice in 
the legal system, and he thought the 
event was relevant for his students.

“The prejudice and discrimination 
that exists for these victims is appar-
ent in each of these shirts,” Espinoza 
said, referring to the awareness the 
shirts bring.

The decorators get the opportu-
nity to heal, while the spectators have 
a chance to learn and understand.

The color of the shirts hold a deeper 
significance. A white shirt represents 
women who died because of violence, 
while yellow or beige represents bat-
tered or assaulted women. Purple and 
lavender represent women who have 
been attacked because of their sexual 
orientation. Red, pink and orange 
represent rape and sexual assault sur-
vivors. Green and blue shirts are for 
survivors of sexual abuse or incest. 
Black represents women attacked for 
political reasons.

The program gained a lot of stu-
dent attention throughout the day.

“A lot of people were very curious 
about how to get their own T-shirt 
to put up,” said Dave Mondarine, 
member of Get Safe, a nonprofit or-
ganization that helps provide infor-
mation to students about sexual and 
domestic violence.

Mondarine said they were on cam-
pus to help “the people who survive 

“

“We can increase 
the number of stu-
dents in the class-
room, but we will 
simply decrease their 
chance of success.

– Ruth Reinker,
            Chair of College 
of Education Inter-club 

Council

just getting their credential this year, 
trying to find a job is going to be re-
ally challenging,” Odle said.  
Light at the end of the 
tunnel

The retirements of the Baby 
Boomer generation should free up 
jobs for new teachers, said Claire 
Cavallaro, dean of the College of 
Education. 

There will soon be a need for 
teachers in all areas.

“Earning a credential in a high-
need area such as special education, 
science or math is probably the best 
strategy,” Cavallaro said. 

She also said recent credential 
graduates need to be “willing to 
work as a substitute for a while, be-
cause jobs will eventually become 
available.”

Odle also 
thinks substitut-
ing is the way to 
work into jobs in 
teaching.

“I would put 
their foot out as a 
substitute in nu-
merous districts,” 
said Odle, who 
did this when she 
began teaching. 
“Do your very 
best job and im-
press them with 
what an awesome 
person you are, 
and they just can’t live without you, 
and then you have a chance to be 
hired when they do hire.”

Though the LAUSD is cutting 
back, Chris Renne, the director of 
the Center for Careers in Teaching, 
said there is still hope for diligent 
students. 

“Even though the market is bad, 
there is always a need for good K-12 
teachers,” Renne said.

Advisement for future 
teachers

The CCT helps students with ad-
visement for careers in special educa-
tion and elementary or high school 
teaching.

Renne recommends students pur-
sue a foundational level math or sci-
ence credential. She also notes being 
bilingual can be a large advantage 
for teachers. Many districts will hire 
people who can write, speak and read 
in multiple languages. Odle said it is 
best for new teachers to be flexible 
and keep an open mind when look-
ing for jobs.

“Even though you’ve graduated 
with a multiple subject credential, 
since it is so difficult right now to 
find a job, don’t think that you are 
not qualified to do other things,” she 

said.
Odle suggested 

anything related 
to education, 
from writing chil-
dren’s books to 
making instruc-
tional teaching 
DVDs.

“You can diver-
sify and stretch 
yourself a little 
bit more and use 
your imagination, 
and I think that 
will open up oth-
er areas for you 

that you may not have even thought 
about,” Odle said.

While Odle’s temporary teacher 
status has affected her career stabil-
ity, she is optimistic about life and its 
opportunities for new teachers.  

 “When one door is closing, it doesn’t 
do you any good to be depressed about 
it, you just need to be a little bit more 
flexible and open to something differ-
ent or something new,” Odle said.

sexual assault to not be sexually as-
saulted in the future.”

The event organizers hoped to 
gain attention for their cause through 
artistic, emotional and sometimes 
shocking designs that promote heal-
ing for survivors and awareness for all 
students. 

Students decorating the shirts are 
speaking out against “crimes of si-
lence,” like rape and abuse, because 
these issues are socially uncomfort-
able. They are rarely reported, and 
when they are, the victim is put on 
trial, she said.

“We definitely advocate a world 
free of sexual assault and abuse,” 
Coats said.

Students sur-
rounded the ex-
hibit, looking at 
each shirt on the 
lines.

“I think it is re-
ally enlightening 
for all these young 
people,” said Ber-
nice Gordin, a 
mother of a CSUF 
student.

She walked 
through the exhib-
it with her daugh-
ter, looking carefully at each shirt.

Jamie Gordin, a criminology ma-
jor, said the Clothesline Project is 
very important. With rape being a 
concern at colleges and universities, 
she said the event holds a strong sig-
nificance to CSUF students.

While women may be largely 
aware of this kind of violence, men 
are not always educated about it, said 
Gordin.

“I think that is something that is 
really important to put here on col-

lege campuses because there are a lot 
of men here,” she said. “A lot of men 
are not told what to look for ... it’s 
only the women who learn.”

Coats also said she feels men can 
benefit greatly from the exhibit. The 
purpose of the Clothesline Project is 
to “air out society’s dirty laundry,” 
Coats said, while “Take Back the 
Night” shows “the primary social 
construction of masculinity in soci-
ety because it is tied to violence.”

Changing the way one views men 
as men, and the need for violence and 
aggression to justify their position as 
dominant is an important step to-
ward preventing more violence, 
Coats said.

Also, helping 
women gain the 
courage to change 
society’s view of a 
woman as a victim 
to a survivor, and 
to speak out about 
crimes against 
women without 
fear of negative 
repercussions is a 
goal of the proj-
ect. People are 
able to relearn 
gender roles in or-

der to confront the immense amount 
of violence in our society, Coats said.

“Any person from any background 
should be free from violence,” she 
said.

Third Wave Feminist Organiza-
tion and the Women’s Studies Stu-
dents Association organized the event 
on campus. 

Both organizations take an active 
role on campus for womens’ issues, 
and is open to all students to partici-
pate, Coats said.

“

“The prejudice 
and discrimination 
that exist for these 
victims is apparent in 
each of these shirts.

– Russ Espinoza,
            Psychology professor

Detective Omar Adham, a sexual assault detective with the Anaheim Police Department, was at the Clothesline Project in the Quad 
Thursday. “We just came to look at the shirts. I’ve never seen this before. One of the victim advocates told us about it. To get a first 
hand look at some of the feelings victims have.”

By eui-jo marquez/Daily Titan assistant news editor
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Many sexually active couples swear by safe sex and birth 
control methods that are not the most effective at avoiding 
pregnancy. Some do not use condoms and instead rely on birth 
control pills, the withdrawal method or both. However, other 
options outside of condoms and the aforementioned methods 
are available.

“People just rely more on condoms or even the pill, but 
those can only do so much for you, everyone really needs to be 
aware of other available methods,” Donna Gallegos, criminal 
justice major, said.

In fact, sexually active people can choose from a variety of 
methods to reduce the possibility of their partner becoming 
pregnant. Nevertheless, no method of birth control available 
today offers perfect protection against sexually transmitted 
diseases except abstinence. Choosing 
to become sexually active requires be-
ing sexually smart and along with that 
choice, the price of protection.

A form of barrier protection effec-
tive in preventing certain STD’s such 
as HIV, chlamydia and gonorrhea is the 
male condom, which is not always the 
best method and should be used with 
other forms of birth control.

“Birth control is only used for just 
that, birth control and any alternative 
forms should be utilized with con-
doms,” registered nurse Kristen Castillo 
said.

Easy to use and readily available, the 
condom has become the contraceptive 
of choice for many.

“I think that many choose condoms 
over other forms of birth control be-
cause they like to stick to the basics since they are easier,” Mark 
Ponce, kinesiology major, said.

Despite of its high success rate, some still cannot afford a 
twelve pack of the latest and most effective barrier protection, 
and have turned to other methods.

For women who have trouble remembering to take their 
pill every day, the patch may be the method of choice. Accord-
ing to Planned Parenthood, the patch, or Ortho Evra, is a 99 
percent effective square patch sticks to a woman’s skin (usually 
on the buttocks, stomach, back or upper arms, but never on 
the breasts). 

The patch, much like the pill, helps prevent pregnancy by 
releasing the hormones estrogen and progestin into a woman’s 
bloodstream, blocking a woman’s ovaries from releasing eggs. 
Thickening the mucus of the cervix, the patch continues to 
work against male sperm in its quest to reach an unfertilized 
egg.

‘Pulling out’ does n    t c    unt
There are many effective ways past the traditional use of condoms that help prevent unwanted pregnancies

By Samara Lengor
For the Daily Titan 

features@dailytitan.com

“

“People also have to re-
member that no method is 
100 percent effective in pre-
venting pregnancy ... That’s 
why we don’t offer all meth-
ods to every patient, we 
tend to go by what method 
is recommended and would 
fit them best.

– Kristen Castillo,

            Registered Nurse

(MCT) – It was clear when 
designers showed their spring 
collections last October that 
dresses were going to top the 
popularity list once spring 
rolled around.

In addition to dresses, 
two other strong trends have 
emerged for spring: bright col-
ors and prints.

Add a brightly colored dress 
or one with prints to your 
spring wardrobe, and you’re re-
ally up to date.

“I love, love, love the dresses 
this year,” said Linda Burton, 
owner of Eccentricity, a cloth-
ing store in northeast Wichita, 
Kan. “We just unpacked a huge 
box of dresses. You can dress 
them up, dress them down, cot-
tons, silks, color, great prints. I 
love them.” And she noted that 
many of the store’s dresses are 
$60 or less.

This year, you’ll have no 
problem finding a dress that’s 
just right for you, for any oc-
casion.

When it’s time to get dressed 
up to attend a wedding or grad-
uation party this spring, noth-
ing works better, or is more ef-
fortless, than a dress. Just add 
great shoes and a smart hand-
bag and you’re set.

Sleeveless dresses abound, 
but if you want arm coverage, 
choose a matching or contrast-
ing jacket or summer-weight 
sweater.

Watch for casual dresses to 
be worn instead of the ubiq-
uitous shorts and T-shirt this 
summer.

Cool, easy-care knit dresses 
make dressing for hot summer 
days a snap.

Some dresses reminiscent of 
the ‘60s have returned in retro 
prints, simple silhouettes and 
maxi lengths.

For both day and evening, 
hemlines will range from above 
the knee all the way down to 
ankle length.

Trend alert: 
bold dresses

Another form of hormonal protection, Depo-
Provera or “the shot,” is injected within the blood-
stream every three months and is more than “99 
percent effective,” Castillo said.

This method of birth control releases progestin 
into the muscle and becomes effective within 24 
hours, preventing pregnancy. The shot, however, 
is not recommended by all care providers such as 
Kaiser Permanente since prolonged use of the shot 
can result in a loss of bone density. This shot does 
not prevent against STD’s.

A fairly recent development in hormonal con-
traceptives is the Nuva Ring.

“This is a flexible clear plastic ring that is in-
serted into the vagina once every three weeks and 
works much like the pill,” Castillo said.

Nuva Ring is 95-99 percent effective, releases es-
trogen and progestin into a woman’s bloodstream, 

making it difficult for preg-
nancy to occur. Some wom-
en may prefer this method, 
due to convenience, but the 
ring does not provide a bar-
rier method against sperm 
as well as offer any form of 
protection against STD’s.

One form of barrier 
method that does offer pro-
tection against STD’s is the 
female condom, which is 
95 percent effective. This 
thin pouch placed deep in 
the vagina prior to sexual 
intercourse consists of two 
rings: One to cover the pouch within 
the vagina or cervix, and the other pro-
tects outside the vaginal opening. 

These rings work to prevent sperm 
from entering the body, but according to Planned Parenthood, 
if utilized incorrectly, its effectiveness can be reduced to 79 
percent. Female condoms are also more expensive than latex 
male condoms, can reduce sensation during intercourse and 
may slip inside the vagina during intercourse, hence its lack 
of popularity.

Other barrier methods include the diaphragm and the cer-
vical cap. The 94 percent effective diaphragm is a soft rubber 
dome that is placed within the vagina covering the cervix. It 
works to stop sperm from entering the body, Castillo said.

 It can be inserted up to two hours prior to intercourse, and 
favored among many women since it means they do not have 
to interrupt sex for insertion. However, diaphragms must also 
be used with spermicide cream or jelly, and cannot be removed 
until six hours after having sex, allowing for irritation to oc-
cur.

Working much like the diaphragm, the cervical cap is a sili-
cone cup 
that is also 

inserted in the vagina covering the cervix. Blocking the open-
ing to the uterus, the cervical cap works along with spermicide 
to stop sperm from entering the vagina. 

Unlike the diaphragm, the cervical cap can remain within 
the vagina for up to 48 hours adding convenience. On the 
downside, the cap can be difficult to insert, Castillo said, and 
can irritate the vagina which, for many women, cancels out 
any advantage over the diaphragm.

While each of these options offer protection against preg-
nancy, they also can produce side effects similar to the pill, in-
cluding irregular bleeding, irritability, temporary weight gain, 
nausea and headaches.

“People also have to remember that no method is 100 per-
cent effective in preventing pregnancy,” Castillo said. “Unless 
a more permanent form is utilized, such as surgery, that’s why 
we don’t offer all methods to every patient, we tend to go by 
what method is recommended and would fit them best.”

Even with the best-laid plans, accidents do happen. Con-
doms break, diaphragms and pills get forgotten and withdraw-
al comes too late.

“Do the research, because the information is out there, it 
just depends on whether a person is willing to put in the time 
or not, it really depends on the person,” Ponce said. 
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Meghan Rothschild didn’t
think indoor tanning

would hurt her.

She was wrong.

UV light from indoor tanning,
especially when exposed at an early age,

can increase your risk of melanoma...
the deadliest form of skin cancer.

That’s what Meghan developed when she was 20
after being a frequent indoor tanner since she was 17.

Current estimates show that 1 in 5 Americans
will develop skin cancer.

Do you want to be the one... like Meghan?

Indoor tanning is out.

To read Meghan’s skin cancer story or to learn more
about protecting your skin go to www.aad.org/media/psa
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Economy has American backyards in full bloom
(MCT) –  If you've never turned over a shovel of 

dirt and never opened a seed packet, deciding what 
to plant in a new vegetable garden can be a daunting 
task.

But it really is as simple as growing what you like 
to eat.

The ailing economy is a major factor sending larger 
numbers of us to our backyards, looking for a way to 
supplement our grocery carts. So is a desire for locally 
grown foods, fresher foods and the powerful flavors 
they provide when plucked right from the vine.

The number of American households that plan to 
grow a food garden this year is expected to increase 
from 36 million in 2008 to 43 million, according to a 
survey from the National Gardening Association.

Tomatoes, peppers and zucchini are food garden 
staples in many American homes.

But advice for first-timers from local chefs and gar-
deners on what to plant is pretty simple: Let your taste 
buds be your guide.

“I look forward to the first zucchini I can harvest 
and cook on the grill,” said Michael Fiala, executive 
chef at LeFever's River Grille in Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio. 
“The key to growing is to grow the things you like.”
CONSIDER TIME AND SPACE

Fiala and his wife have converted a large portion of 
their backyard in Kent, Ohio, to gardens, but he said 
container gardening is a great way to go for those who 
are just starting out, especially if space is limited.

Lots of plants do well in containers including to-
matoes, herbs, lettuces.

Fiala said he also tucks plants like Swiss chard, one 
of his favorites to grow, into his landscaping to save 
on garden space. Its big bushes and broad leaves are as 
ornamental as they are enjoyable for cooking. (Be sure 
to use fertilizers and other garden chemicals that are 
labeled as safe for use on vegetables.)

“You can grow it in your flower bed. It's a three-
foot-round bush and you can grow different colors. 
It looks so beautiful. You can harvest the outer leaves 
and it keeps growing from the inside out,” he said.

Fiala uses chard in soups, salads or a simple saute. 
“The bigger, older leaves I'll do a quick and easy 

preparation like sauteing with garlic and shallots in 
olive oil,” he said.

Matt Mariola, who with his wife Debora Galaz op-
erates Hopeful Gardens in Wooster, said aside 
from space, a consideration for first-

time garden-
ers should 
be time.

A doc-

toral student at Ohio State University's Ohio Agricul-
tural Research and Development Center in Wooster, 
Ohio, and father of a new baby, Mariola said he plants 
crops that don't require a lot of attention.

“Lettuce and spinach are always very easy. They 
germinate well and don't get attacked by a lot of 
things,” Mariola said.

Another of his favorites is winter squash, which 
is nearly maintenance-free and produces a large 
amount of food.

Having success with easy crops will encourage a 
new gardener to experiment with more challenging 
ones in the future.

Mariola started out gardening for his family, but 
now sells his excess at local farmers markets.
TOMATOES EVERYWHERE

While most gardeners agree that a big, juicy 
vine-ripened tomato is one of a garden-
er's real joys, they don't have to be 
planted. 

Tomatoes can be labor 
intensive, Mariola said. 
They require staking 
and tying up and 
are prone to cer-
tain diseases. 
Plus they're 
plentiful at 
farmers mar-
kets all sum-
mer long. 
Larkin Rogers, a 
Hudson private chef 
and caterer, said lack of 
space and clay soil have sent her to containers 
for many of the vegetables and herbs that she grows. 

As a result, she limits the number of tomatoes she 
plants to cherry tomatoes and one or two heirloom 
varieties she can't readily find at farmers markets.

Rogers, who for many years had her own restau-
rant, Martha's Vineyard, in Nayland, England, is 
now a fixture at markets run by the Cuyahoga Valley 
Countryside Conservancy, where she demonstrates 
for customers how to cook up the garden's bounty.

Rogers said since most gardeners will want to grow 
some tomatoes, a fun thing to do is to plan with friends 
to each grow a different variety and then share.

 Another option is to grow a nice slicing tomato, 
but head to the markets when looking for a bushel of 
meaty plum tomatoes to turn into sauce.

Fiala said sweet corn is another crop best purchased 
at farm stands. It takes up a lot of space in a backyard 

garden and sometimes squirrels eat more of it than 
the gardener does.
TRY SEEDLINGS

Consider a little bit of a lot of different 
things. Instead of seed packets, which typ-
ically will yield enough for two seasons, 
buy seedlings at a greenhouse and select 

just one or two plants of each vegetable.
 Green beans and lima beans, either 

on poles or bushes, will yield a great bounty. Peppers 
come in a wide variety, from mild to really hot, de-
pending on preference.

 Zucchini, yellow summer squash, cucumbers 
and most winter squashes 
all do well. Spinach, arug-

ula and lettuces of all variet-
ies are easy to grow, but don't 

take the heat well, so consider 
planting them now, and then 

again in September.
Crops like eggplants and 

sweet potatoes can be tem-
peramental, but also can 
grow with great results. The 
same goes for cabbage, broc-
coli and kale, which can be 

prone to pests, Mariola said.
SAVE FOR LATER
If more grows than an-

ticipated, don't worry. The 
freezer works just as well as 

canning.
Fiala said there aren't 

many vegetables that 
don't freeze well – even 
zucchini, which is always 
plentiful.

Rogers blanches veg-
etables  by dropping 
them into boiling water 

for a minute or two  before 
portioning items into freezer bags or con-

tainers.
This is a good time to consider emptying out the 

freezer to make room for produce at the end of the 
season, she noted.

For all of those zucchini, Rogers suggests baking 
loaves of zucchini bread, which freeze well and are 
great to serve at Thanksgiving and Christmas.
SPICE IT UP WITH HERBS

If planting nothing else, plant herbs.
Fresh herbs will improve any dish, and because 

herbs are essentially weeds, they are some of the easi-
est things to grow. Many will re-seed themselves and 
come back year after year.

Fiala said he always plants basil, parsley, chives and 
thyme. He also likes onions and garlic, which is plant-
ed in the fall for the following year.

“I'm mostly an herb gardener,” Rogers said, “be-
cause that's what I enjoy using in every dish.”

She grows culinary lavender for use in shortbreads 
or to season lamb. But her favorite is chives, and she 
waits for them to flower to toss the chive blossoms 

in her salads too, along with other edible flowers like 
nasturtiums.

“Chives are a great free crop. It just keeps coming 
back.”

The cooking is easy.
When it's time to head to the kitchen, the chefs 

agree the best thing is to keep things uncomplicated 
so all the natural flavors can shine.

Vegetables fresh from the vine don't need a lot of 
dressing up.

“My style of cooking is pretty simple,” Fiala said. 
“My whole thought is, if you have good quality fresh 
produce, you don't need to do a lot to it.”

Rogers said summer produce is best enjoyed in 
simple preparations and she's a big proponent of salad 
suppers to showcase the lettuces and herbs she grows.

INGREDIENTS
1 lb. Swiss chard, trimmed and coarse-

ly chopped
1 tbsp. butter 

2 tsp. lemon juice 
1 cup crumbled feta cheese 

1 tsp. salt 
Coarsely ground black pepper

 
PREPARATION

Rinse chard and, with water still cling-
ing to its leaves, place in a large stockpot.

Cover and cook over medium heat 
until tender, about 10 minutes.

Drain well and return to pan. 
Reduce heat to low. 

Add remaining ingredients; toss to 
combine.

Makes four servings.

CHARD WITH LEMON 
AND FETA
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(MCT) – California’s drought seems like fiction up here with thundering 
Yosemite Falls leaving lines of gawkers soaked and shivering.

The 2,425-foot trio of waterfalls – the tallest in North America - can easily 
be seen a mile away, but visitors can’t resist getting up close to that blast of 
icy water.

“This is my favorite place in the world,” said Christy Rosa of Los Ange-
les, who was celebrating her 60th birthday in Yosemite National Park. “I 
wouldn’t miss this.”

There might be quite a waterfall show this year, despite the statewide 
drought. The snowpack above the park’s two major rivers - the Tuolumne 
and the Merced – was near 90 percent of average on April 1.

The near-average snowpack in this part of Yosemite provides much-need-
ed water for California, but it isn’t enough to make a big difference, state 
officials say. The water content in the 400-mile-long Sierra Nevada snowpack 
is less than 70 percent of average for this time of year.

Legal protections for fish and dry conditions have left many west San 
Joaquin Valley farmers with 10 percent of their irrigation water for summer. 
The city of Fresno has tweaked rules to forbid people from watering lawns 
during the day when more water is needed because of evaporation.

Officials for the state Department of Water Resources say part of the snow 
runoff this year will be absorbed into the mountain landscape, which has 
been drier than usual over the past three years.

Left: Melody McCoy of Washington, D.C., shields herself with an umbrella from the chilling mist at the base of Yosemite Falls last Friday. The near-average snowpack provides 
needed water, but not enough to make a difference. Right: Yosemite Falls, towering over tourists, flows heavily with spring runoff.

photos courtesy of mct

yosemite falls still gush despite drought
But in Yosemite, pristine water will continue tumbling from every direc-

tion and filling lush meadows through May and perhaps well into June, 
officials say.

The falls are the center of nature’s springtime awakening in Yosemite Val-
ley. By late April, the valley becomes a symphony of moving water, chilly 
breezes and emerging dogwood trees.

Snow fields in the park’s high country are beginning to melt and flow 
into creeks, many of which spill over the glacially sculpted walls of Yosemite 
Valley.

Now is the time when visitors stream into the park to stare at the plung-
ing streams, many well-known to Yosemite aficionados – Bridalveil, Horse-
tail, Ribbon, Sentinel, the Cascades, Illilouette, Vernal and Nevada.

Yosemite Falls, spewing down the north wall of the valley, is the fifth-
tallest in the world.

Ranger and naturalist Margaret Eissler said people sometimes don’t un-
derstand that the breathtaking drop is divided into three sections. That’s why 
it is called “falls” instead of a “fall.”

Eissler said the falls are a spectacular part of a much bigger picture. After 
the snowmelt crashes to the granite floor, it drains to the Merced River, 
which runs through the heart of the seven-square-mile valley.

The cycle starts with storms dumping winter snow, sometimes 20 feet 
deep in the Sierra. Months later and hundreds of miles away, some of the 

melted snow passes into the Pacific Ocean through San Francisco Bay.
The spring thaw takes place all through the 400-mile Sierra Nevada, but 

it is most striking in Yosemite Valley, admirers say. The valley views combine 
the waterfalls with widely acclaimed landmarks, such as Half Dome and El 
Capitan.

The landmarks and waterfalls can be seen without hours of hiking. People 
from all over the globe can ride a shuttle bus around the valley to enjoy that 
view.

Matthew Potter, 29, of Sidney, Australia, recently stood at Cook’s Mead-
ow, quietly watching Yosemite Falls and listening to the roar at a distance. 
His reaction seemed to fit ranger Eissler’s description of many first-time visi-
tors - transfixed.

“Back in Australia,” he said, “there’s nothing like this. Amazing.”
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Castle’s Corner

By Ryan Castle Daily Titan Columnist

“Enlightening your mind 
by exploring every corner of mine”

Fair weather fans rain on real fans’ affection
It’s the heart of spring. 
Flowers are blooming. 
School is hitting its grind. 
Somewhere Dario G is composing a lovely in-

strumental ballad that ultimately no one outside 
his inner-circle will hear.

It also means that it’s the vertex of the profes-
sional sports calendar. 

Baseball is getting underway and basketball and 
hockey are hitting their respective post seasons. As 
the athletic season climaxes so does the presence 
of bandwagon fans all across America.

A bandwagon fan is someone who doesn’t nec-
essarily follow a team, doesn’t check any stats, 
watch any games or know any players. 

Yet, they become the most die-hard, trash-talk-
ing fans in the crowd come an improbable cham-
pionship run.

These fans can be easy to spot. They usually will 
throw out generic fanatic antics, or “fantics” as I 
like to call them, that have no substance behind 
them, like “Go team! We ruuule!”  Or, “We’re 
goin’ all the way!” 

They can also often be seen geared up in the lat-
est fad that is sweeping supermarkets and sporting 
good stores everywhere. 

The Los Angeles Lakers mini-flag craze that 
took place in 2001 during the Lakers’ three-peat 
run is a great example. 

Laker flags could be found sticking outside win-
dows of Suburbans and mini-vans all throughout 
the busy highways of Southern California. 

This craze transferred to Angel flags in the sum-
mer during the Anaheim Angel championship 
run, and eventually American flags during the 
very patriotic era of post-9/11.

However, just as quickly as the bandwagon fans 
rally to support the team, they will jump off the 
second the run ends as though the wagon is en-
gulfed in flames. 

Like a one-night stand in the Red Light Dis-
trict, there is no regret in departure. 

The bandwagon fan usually hops off in bru-
tally honest fashion, admitting their sub-alle-
giance to the team from the get-go to avoid the 
pain and embarrassment of defeat.

“Whatever, I didn’t even really care anyway, I 
was just cheering for them because everyone else 

was … let’s go burn things.”
That last part is subjective, depending on if the 

said bandwagon fan was also a pyromaniac, but I 
digress.

What makes a fan true?
Do you need to know intrigu-

ing tidbits about each and every 
player? 

Such as what their favorite 
mid-day snack was in second 
grade, or the name of their pet 
mongoose? 

Not necessarily, although 
if you can cite that kind of 
information, you would 
surely have unquestioned 
respect from all fellow 
team-supporters. 

What it really 
takes is to have 
true passion for 
a team, passion 
that makes tears 
well up in your 
eyes in proud 
victory as well 
as bitter defeat. 
Watch your 
team, get to know 
them like family, a 
family member you 
want to see thrive.  
Any true fan knows 
what I 

mean. 
It’s like being in a relationship. It can be very 

painful when it destructs, yet establish blissful 
emotion when it succeeds.

The fan-hood of a team is a consecrated con-
cept that can play a vital role in a person’s life. 

Some people don’t understand the loyalty a fan 
will have to their team, but what they need to 
realize is that when you represent a team, you 
bleed their colors. 

It’s invested interest that can take you on a 
roller coaster ride of emotions, but is all worth 

the loyalty once a championship is eminent.
It is because of this that the bandwagon 

fan is such an insult to the true die-
hard fans. 

It’s like a mountain climber 
scaling Everest being joined by 
some helicopter-escorted dude 
just 100 yards short of the 
peak, who then celebrates as 
though he had just scaled the 

epic mountain along with the 
burly mountaineer. 

You weren’t there for the scale, 
so don’t claim victory at the sum-

mit.
I do feel that being a fan needs to 

start somewhere, and if you don’t have a 
team, I recommend getting one because it 

can be an amazing thing.  
If you don’t know who to follow, just get 

into the home team – your residence in the re-
gion grants you permission 
to be a fan. 

So don’t be afraid to 
cheer on a team if it 
feels right, but un-
derstand and respect 
the passion that a true 

fan feels toward your 
team. 

There’s nothing 
wrong with being 

a fan, but someone 
needs to call out the 
bandwagoners, and I 

accept the call of duty.

Today is Cinco de Mayo, or as 
college boozehounds call it “Cin-
co de Drinko.” 

Stereotypical? Yes. Overused? 
Definitely. Historically accurate? 
No way, Jose.

I myself am guilty of automati-
cally assuming that May 5 needs 
to be solely devoted to drinking. 

This got me to thinking about 
different holidays and what they 
really mean. People seem to have  
grasp the true meaning of what all 
the major holidays are about.

One that has escaped almost 
everyone is why we really cel-
ebrate Cinco de Mayo.

After doing some research, 
I have come to realize that the 
holiday goes much deeper than I 
imagined. 

In the past, I have felt guilty 
about celebrating a Mexican holi-
day, when I am a purebred Amer-
ican. Despite this, there is some 
good news. Research has shown 
the United States has something 
to do with why this day is cele-
brated, but I’ll get to that.

It commemorates a battle vic-
tory that the Mexican army won 
against the strong, daunting 
French army way back in 1862.

In fact, the 4,000 man Mexi-
can army smashed the French 
army, which consisted of 8,000 
soldiers.

The French originally landed 
in Puebla to collect debts from 
Mexican government, and newly 
elected president Benito Juarez.

The Mexican army was greatly 
aided by Union forces, which sup-
plied them with weapons, mainly 
because at that point the Ameri-
cans despised the French and the 
French despised us. That sounds 

familiar.
Either way, the Mexican army 

was eternally grateful. They even 
sent troops to aid the United 
States after Pearl Harbor.

From that day on, the fifth of 
May has been a celebration of 
friendship between Mexico and 
the United States.

Now I understand how it is a 
holiday – a very deserved holiday 
– but why all the drinking?

After partaking in some mental 
imagery, I was able to easily pic-
ture what the surviving soldiers 
did after they came home from a 
difficult battle: They got drunk.

Who hasn’t come home from 
a long day of school, work or 
slaughtering French people and 
hasn’t wanted to kick back a cou-
ple of frosty beers? If you claim 
to have not been in that situation, 
then you are probably lying.

Regardless of the truth, it turns 
out that Cinco de Mayo is loose-
ly based on drinking. Don’t feel 
guilty if you celebrate by doing 
tequila shots, but if you find the 
time, you should think about the 
significance of the holiday.

At the time of this battle, the 
United States was engaged in the 
Civil War. Many believe, includ-
ing the general of the Mexican 
army, that had the French army 
won that day, they would have 
pushed through Mexico toward 
the border and would have aided 
the Confederacy their war efforts.

This is all merely speculation 
and hindsight, but it could have 
possibly changed the history of 
our country.

So today, when you are con-
templating how to spend the hol-
iday, feel free to drink a few beers, 
but be sure and find the time to 
appreciate what those 4,000 brave 
Mexican soldiers accomplished 
on this day in 1862.

By Jordan Harrison
Daily Titan Staff Writer

opinio@dailytitan.com

drink up today, 
america earned it
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Vote could save schools

Any feedback, positive or negative, is encouraged, as we strive to keep 
an open dialogue with our readership. The Daily Titan reserves the right 
to edit letters for length, grammar and spelling. Direct all comments, 
questions or concerns along with your full name and major to the Daily 
Titan Opinion Desk at opinion@dailytitan.com.

Letters 
to the
Editor:

It is not breaking news that 
the California state budget is 
broken. 

But in this tough economic 
climate, the apparent cracks in 
the state allocated funding ap-
pear to be deep crevasses.

Orange County residents 
now must come to terms with 
the fact that the state has been 
shortchanging Orange County 
public schools $14 million an-
nually compared to the statewide 
average. 

Using a complicated and 
outdated system of distributing 
funds, O.C. students are receiv-
ing less money than other stu-
dents in the state.

“We have a horrible formula 
that is not a good business mod-
el,” Orange County schools Su-
perintendent Bill Habermehl told 
the Orange County Register. 

“We send our tax dollars up to 
Sacramento and they get redis-
tributed to Los Angeles and oth-
er areas. Our tax dollars should 
go back to support the school 
districts in Orange County.”

To highlight how the state 
funding ranges for one small part 
of the Orange County public ed-
ucation system, look at the range 
of funding for the elementary 
districts. 

Orange County elementary 
districts receive a range of $5,515 
to $5,557 per student per year. 
The state ranges from $5,343 to 
$9,205 per pupil per year, un-
derfunding local students $3.2 
million, according to the Orange 
County Register.

This is not merely an issue of 
receiving funding, but how the 
money is distributed and the 
state’s long history in trying to 
equalize funding procedures has 
obviously been in vain. 

There may be a light at the end 
of the tunnel. 

On May 19, residents will 
vote in a special election on an 
education-funding bill known as 
Proposition 1B, which includes a 
provision that would provide up 
to $200 million in equalization 
funding in the 2011-12 school 
year, according to the Orange 
County Register. 

If passed, the proposition will 
provide extra funds for schools 
and community colleges to com-
pensate for cuts in the current 
budget. 

And while the vote is just 
weeks away, it is evident through 
the shortchanging of local schools 
that the state allocated funds need 
a better way to be distributed to 
the students. 

Articles written for the Daily Titan by columnists, other Cal State Fullerton students 
or guests do not necessarily reflect the view of the Daily Titan or Daily Titan 
Editorial Board. Only the editorials are representative of the views of the Daily Titan 
Editorial Board. 

FOR THE RECORD

There are things in life we just know.
We know that every few months Matthew Mc-

Conaughey will put out an irrelevant, semi-au-
tobiographical movie about his relationship with 
women (See: “How to Lose a Guy in 10 Days,” 
“Failure to Launch”), that “The Hills” is as real as 
Michael Jackson’s nose 
and what a typical col-
lege party is like.

College parties 
tend to resemble 
the movie “Traf-
fic.” You have 
all these well-
known pieces 
that don’t quite 
have the abil-
ity to succeed 
on their own, 
yet when 
they’re meshed 
together some-
thing historic 
is created.

If you think 
of the cast of 
“Traffic,” not 
one actor really 
has the ability to car-
ry a movie alone. (I guess the 
exception could be Dennis Quaid 
in “The Parent Trap,” but I mean, Lind-
say Lohan carried that movie – pardon me, 
Lindsay Lohan!) My point is you put a lot of good 
actors together and you get an Academy Award 
winning movie.

It goes for college parties, too.
So without further ado, allow me to breakdown 

all the good elements that combine to create an 
Academy Award winning college party.

Red Cups: Red cups are the National Party 
Logo.

Red Cups are to parties what Mickey Mouse 
is to Disney. Red cups are college parties’ Golden 
Arches. 

You sit there and wonder what people did be-
fore red cups were invented. Did such a time even 
exist?

On Facebook red cups get tagged more than 
your friends do. I really can’t emphasize how im-
portant red cups are to partying without going 
into a full Shakespearean monologue. Trust me 
on this one, if you’re throwing a college party, buy 
red cups.

Party Songs: There’s something about a good 
party song that makes everything about the party 
that much better.

Party songs are like the Scottie Pippen of col-
l e g e parties. They’re not 

exactly what drive 
the party but if you 

take them away 
you’ll always 
end up empty 
handed. Mi-
chael Jordan 
won six rings 
with Pippen, 
none with-
out him. You 

catch my 
drift.

With 
this said, 
t h e r e ’s 
s o m e -

thing about 
the song “I Love 

College” by Asher Roth 
that I just don’t get. For one, it 

doesn’t really have a dance-able beat 
like other all-time favorites, but it works. It 

doesn’t exactly compete with “We Are The World” 
or “I Will Always Love You” as the most inspira-

tional song of all time, yet it’s hugely popular.
That’s exactly why it’s wildly popular.
The essence of college isn’t about following 

structure or meeting expectations, it’s the con-
stant disappointments and vast underachieving 
that makes college worthwhile. Henceforth, this 
song will never go away. Ever.

The shirtless, slightly intoxicated, ignorant 
A-hole: We’ve all seen him. Heck, I’m sure some 
of you guys have been him at some point in your 
college careers.

There’s nothing like seeing this guy try to dance 
while simultaneously feeling his sweat shower the 
dance floor like the club scene in “Flashdance.”

Only, he’s barely sweating sweat. By this point 
of the night, he’s sweating about 80 percent 
Smirnoff Raspberry, 10 percent Jack Daniels, 9 
percent Captain Morgan, .5 percent testosterone 
and .5 percent actual sweat.

Be warned: Just dancing next to this guy has 
the capability to get you buzzing.

The Wannabe DJ: My girlfriend said this to 
me during my infamous clubbing night, “You 
know, just because you have a Mac, doesn’t make 
you a DJ.” It’s so true.

How many times have you found a nice danc-
ing groove when all of a sudden the music stops as 
abruptly as Chris Brown’s career?

How many times have we looked over at the 
computer and seen a gelled-up, tight-pants-wear-
ing, glasses-rockin’ dude changing the song? Fi-
nally, how many times have we said to ourselves, 
“Stop changing the damn song!”

Mary Jane: I can’t really describe the intoxicat-
ing fragrance she wears, all I can say is when she 
glides across the room, everybody knows.

The dude we’ve seen at every party and have 
since wondered, “How old is he?” and “Does 
he even go to our college?” Yet, every time we 
see him he swears he knows us and we just play 
along with it because he’s clearly drunk and we 
don’t want to complicate things: The title speaks 
for itself, right?

It was once said that the whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts. The movie “Traffic” and col-
lege parties are the embodiment of this notion.

You ask how I know?
I just know.

Like sports, partying takes teamwork

By Brian WhiTEhEad
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Many facets make up a great   
college party. Alone they are 
weak, but together they form an 
unstoppable force. 

My name is Peter, 
and in eight years I’ll be an alcoholic.

START TALKING BEFORE THEY START DRINKING
Kids who drink before age15 are 5 times more likely to have alcohol problems when they’re adults.

To learn more, go to www.stopalcoholabuse.gov or call 1.800.729.6686

I’ll start drinking in middle school, just at parties.  

But my parents won’t start talking to me about it until 

high school. And by then, I’ll already be in some trouble. 

The thing is, my parents won’t even see it coming.

NOTE TO PUB: DO NOT PRINT INFO BELOW, FOR ID ONLY. NO ALTERING OF AD COUNCIL PSAs.
Underage Drinking Prevention -  Newspaper - B&W - SAMYR2-N-11082-M  “ Peter, localizable” 11 1/2 x 21   85 Line Screen
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Sex, loosely defined
By Austen Montero

“Out of the sheets and into the streets”

Making up and breaking up feeds sexual needs
Chances are, if you are sexually-

active and have been in any relation-
ship of sorts, you have had make-up 
and/or break-up sex.

To clarify: Make-up sex is what 
happens after couple has a fight. 
Break-up sex is what happens after a 
couple, well, breaks up.

Both instances of sex can be a 
great tool in a healing sort of way, 
but what about the consequences?

With make-up sex there really 
aren’t many ill-fated results. It’s a 
great way to finish resolving a con-
flict. Sex can reinforce the emotions 
that brought a couple together in the 
first place.

There is raw, aggressive passion 
that carries over from the fight and 
into sex. Anger and passion are very 
similar emotions – they both have 
the same basic ingredient, which is 
feeling strongly about something 
and that makes it easy to translate 
one into the other.

Where make-up sex goes wrong 
is when it is used as a cure-all. It’s 
not good to just stop a fight before 
the conflict is resolved just to head 
to the bedroom. Problems do 
not just go away by ignoring 
them. It’s not make-up sex if 
you haven’t made up yet.

And the worst make-up 
sex is when, after it has be-
come a cure-all, it becomes 
a mainstay. It is easy to fall 
into a toxic routine, in 
which one or both mem-
bers of the relationship 
purposely start fights 
with the intention of 
having make-up sex.

It is understandable 
why this type of rou-
tine happens. The sex 
is good, plain and sim-
ple. But starting fights 
just to end them with 
good sex will cause the 
relationship go downhill.

It is only in extreme cas-
es when make-up sex leads 

down a road that many would rather 
not travel, but break-up sex is almost 
always a double-edged sword.

To qualify as break-up sex, I feel 
that you have to REALLY be broken 
up. This can’t be one of those argu-
ments that ends with an insincere, 
“We’re over!”

A break-up is when one person, or 
both, in the relationship decides it is 
time to end it. It isn’t “just a break” 
because that is just a glorified fight. 

It has to be serious, and sincere, 
with no intention of working it out, 
getting back together, etc.

Now that we’ve loosely defined a 
break-up, on to the sex.

Why it’s great: It is safe to say 
both people cared about one another 
during the relationship or else they 
would not have entered it in the first 
place. Because this is the case, having 
sex after a breaking up is part of the 
healing process. 

It can be a nice way to say goodbye 
mutually. This is especially beneficial 
if the couple’s sex life was considered 
to be on the good side.

It can also add a sense of closure, 
particularly in the case in 

which the couple still 
cares deeply for one 
another, but they 
just can’t make it 
work due to some 
other outside vari-
able.

Why it is 
unwise, bad 

or just 

a plain terrible idea: It stirs up too 
many emotions. 

There was a break-up for a rea-
son and when one or two people are 
upset, there is no reason to open up 
another can of worms and throw the 
emotions involved in sex in there.

It would also be irresponsible if 
the person who initiated the break-
up is the one who initiates the sex. 

This can lead the other member of 
the now former relationship to be-
lieve that a reconciliation may be in 
the future.

It isn’t fair to lead someone on, 
especially if you had recently broken 
their heart. It is also not a good idea 
to make break-up sex a habit, no 
matter how good it is.

It doesn’t make the grieving pro-
cess any easier than it would have 
been in the first place. 

When lingering negative feelings 
mix with sexual endorphins, it’s a 
recipe for disaster.

When it comes to make-up sex, 
do it. In most cases, it will benefit 
both partners.

But when it comes to break-up 
sex, proceed with caution. 

In rare cases it works, but 
for the most part, 
it will make 
everything 
a whole lot 
harder.

REAdERS SOuNd Off

dear daily Titan,
 I think it is safe to say that I have been on one heck of a wild goose chase in search of the answers to three 
simple questions.  The Who, Where, and When of the CSuf Cheer Team.  Since I am currently a cheer-

leader in high school, and very much wish to be one at fullerton, I started my quest for knowledge around 
february this year.  I began by trying to discover the cheer tryout dates for the 2009-2010 year. 

On the titan athletic website, under spirit squad, existed an out-dated picture of the cheer and dance team, 
along with a few links on the right.  One of which said that the tryout dates of last year were May 6th and 

May 8th.  I clicked on the ‘contact Carol May’ link, and sent an email asking about tryouts to titanspir-
itsquad@fullerton.edu.  Because the website was outdated, I decided to try to search for the coach of the 

cheer team to ask what this year’s tryout dates would be.  
I then thought that I could use my campus and housing tour in March as an opportunity to find the coach.  

Since the website said that the coach was Carol May, I asked the TSu information desk for her number.  
A pleasant brunette working there told me that her name wasn’t in the big black book of numbers and direc-

tories, and therefore she didn’t work at the school.  If Carol May isn’t the coach anymore, then I figured I 
would find the real one.  When I asked where to go to find the coach of the spirit squad on campus, I was 

first directed to the Kinesiology building.  
The friendly staff there then turned me in the direction of the main gym near the field, because that is 

where all the athletic offices are.  I wandered around the first floor for some time and saw several athletic 
offices and classrooms, but none labeled with “spirit squad”. Later, on the tour, my guide said that there was 

no office for the spirit squad.  
despite the confusion that overwhelmed me that day, I decided to persevere and continue, for the sake of 

Cheer, my quest to discover the tryout dates.  I decided to try to “Ask the Titans” who the cheer coach was, 
using the clever little question form that promises it can answer any question about CSuf.  

The response was that Andi Sims could provide me with more information on the cheer squad.  At last, 
a name!  A new name of someone who, when typed into a directory search of the school, actually existed 
as a staff member.  I sent an email to Andi requesting any info on the Cheer team that she could possibly 
provide, and she promptly responded by informing me that Samantha Shen was the current  Cheer coach.  

Samantha Shen, the dance coach, is also the cheer coach?  
I was also informed that her email is titanspiritsquad@fullerton.edu.  But hadn’t I already emailed that 

address about a month ago?  Just to be safe, I sent another on March 20th, with no response yet.  Before I 
gave up all hope, I searched on facebook for a member, any member, of the CSuf cheer team, and mes-

saged one that I found.  She didn’t mention who the coach was, but was kind enough to tell me that the try-
outs “will be at the end of May.”  This piece of information is my newest lead in the case to find out the try-
out dates, and I shall cherish it until it is disapproved by someone else providing completely different details.

Sincerely, Trina Miller

*Reader responses have not been edited for spelling, grammar or punctuation.
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NFL rookie salary extravaganza
Teams pay too much for rookies who are likely to disappoint

The NFL salary structure is 
something I do not understand.

It’s not that I am outraged at 
how much these people are paid 
to play a sport for a living, and it’s 
not that I am bad at math.

 What I do not understand is 
how Matthew Stafford got such a 
formidable contract.

Stafford, the former Georgia 
Bulldogs quarterback, has yet to 
take a snap in an NFL game, pre-
season or otherwise.

Yet he is set to receive a guar-
anteed $41.7 million from the 
clueless Detroit Lions.

I thought when former Lions 
general manager Matt Millen 
was eliminated from the picture 
the bad decisions would start to 
decline.

I was wrong.
Many arguments have ensued 

over who is to blame for rookies 
receiving exorbitant contracts.

Some say it is the owner’s 
fault. 

Some say that the blame can 
be placed on the money-grub-
bing agents that are representing 
these people.

I, however, have decided to 
place the fault solely on the gen-
eral manager.

Sure the owners have a large 
say in who is drafted, but in the 
end, it is the general manager that 
cuts the owner’s checks.

How can someone who has 
never played in a game make 
more than Tom Brady, a man 
who has won three Super Bowl’s 
and two MVP’s? 

This doesn’t seem wrong to 

anyone else? 
Stafford will make a guaranteed 

$41.7 million as part of a six-year 
$72 million contract.

That works out to $12 million per 
year.

With just his yearly salary alone, 
Stafford would crack a USA Today 
top-25 list of highest paid players.  
He would be tied with Brett Favre. 

Anyone object yet?
His deal is also the richest rookie 

contract in history. It is nearly twice 
what Eli Manning got five years 
ago.

JaMarcus Russell received more 
than half of what 
is guaranteed to 
Stafford, and he has 
yet to be proven as 
a good investment. 
The Lions should 
be nervous.

I am beginning 
to notice a trend 
here. The garbage 
teams of the NFL 
get the top draft pick.

The general manager then sends 
out highly “skilled” scouts to find 
them a player that will help “turn it 
around.”

When they find said player, they 
throw money at him.

Sounds fool proof right?
Considering the company I am 

speaking of, fool proof is a term that 
does not apply to the morons run-
ning some of these NFL teams. 

The Raiders have already paid 
Russell $29.2 million, and have yet 
to see any progress in their team. 

They are 9-23 since he joined the 
team.

The Texans wasted nearly $35 
million on a train wreck named Da-
vid Carr.

They went 22-53 when he was in 

By jordan harrison
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

charge.
The Lions had a stretch of time 

when they thought it was good 
idea to continually draft wide re-
ceivers. They drafted four in five 
seasons. 

That did not pay off. 
Since 2003, the Lions have a 

meager 27 wins to go along with 
70 losses. 

The trend is the people run-
ning these teams are not really 
running them, so much as run-
ning them into the ground. 

The last three teams are clas-
sic examples of why building a 

football team is 
difficult.

One cannot 
exhibit laziness 
in doing so.

It requires 
skill and know-
how. Most of 
all, it requires 
time. 

In order for 
general managers to turn around 
their franchise, they need to 
stop paying rookies such a high 
amount.

Instead they should focus on 
motivating them to play their 
best, and add incentives to their 
skillful play with a good con-
tract.

It is like dangling a carrot on a 
string in front of a horse. He will 
run as fast as he can to get that 
carrot. 

The Lions need to get a wad 
of money, put it on a stick and 
dangle it in front of Stafford.

Maybe he could gallop them 
to a few victories. 

I guarantee it will work better 
than giving the horse a carrot and 
then trying to get him to run.

In order for general 
managers to turn 
around their franchise, 
they need to stop 
paying rookies such 
high amounts.

“

“

saaC allows athletes to 
help make a difference

By shelly Cooper
For the Daily Titan

sports@dailytitan.com

Whether it’s collecting cans, do-
nating Christmas presents, playing 
with children or walking all night 
for a cause, Cal State Fullerton’s Stu-
dent Athlete-Advisory Committee’s 
main focus this year is on commu-
nity service.

Taylor Miller, a gymnast at CSUF 
and vice president of SAAC, said the 
committee is working on bringing 
teams together to 
volunteer more 
for the commu-
nity.

This year alone, 
SAAC has partici-
pated in events 
such as Toys for 
Tots, a coin drive 
for Make a Wish 
Foundation, Re-
lay for Life and 
Front and Center.

With the mon-
ey combined from 
all of these different events, Maddie 
Steinauer, secretary of SAAC and 
Miller’s teammate on the gymnastics 
team, said about $2,700 was raised 
for charity.

As vice president of the commit-
tee, Miller’s job is to organize and 
lead all of the community service 
projects and events. 

“I decided what projects we would 
participate in and planned each one,” 
Miller said.

The next project SAAC has 
planned will be May 12 at the Or-
angewood Children’s Foundation. 

Miller said this is her favorite 
event and she looks forward to par-
ticipating in it again.

DeAndrae Woods, a freshman on 
the CSUF track amd field team said 
he enjoys SAAC’s abilities to support 
and give back to the community.

Woods said he enjoys being in-
volved in volunteering and partici-
pating “in events like Relay for Life 
and collecting donations for other 
organizations that help people in 
need.”

Christina Murillo, a sophomore 
soccer player for 
CSUF, has been 
participating in 
SAAC for the 
past year.

Murillo said 
she is excited 
about going to 
Orangewood be-
cause she loves 
kids and is excit-
ed to help them 
out.

Murillo said al-
though she is not 

on the committee, she still enjoys 
volunteering and being a student-
athlete representative for soccer.

“SAAC is a group that connects 
the student athletes with the com-
munity and athletic administrators, 
as well as the athletes,” Steinauer 
said. 

She said it is a way for her to con-
nect and give back to the commu-
nity.

Steinauer first became a part of 
SAAC when she was sitting in on a 
meeting.

One year later, she was elected 

to be the secretary of the commit-
tee and continues to fill the position 
today.

The most recent activity members 
of SAAC participated in was Relay 
for Life April 18-19.

Relay for Life is a fundraiser to 
raise money for the American Can-
cer Association.

The participants were divided into 
teams to walk around the track for 
24 hours to help raise cancer aware-
ness.

For the upcoming Fall semester, 
Miller said she hopes to see more 
participation from athletes of every 
sport.

She said she feels equal represen-
tation will provide a stronger group 
to provide volunteer work for the 
community.

“If we have equal and more par-
ticipation from all sports, we can 
participate more in the community 
and more athletes will be able to 
show their support,” Miller said.

The SAAC’s committee has grown 
over the last few years and is becom-
ing more involved with community 
affairs.

Relay for Life showed a small step 
toward in an increased number of 
participants from different athletic 
teams. 

Miller said, “I would say that it 
was a good start for participation for 
a few sports, but we need more par-
ticipation from other sports.”

To implement SAAC’s goals of 
building a stronger athlete, admin-
istration and community bond, 
Miller said she hopes to see more 
growth within the program in the 
near future.
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“SAAC is a group 
that connects student 
athletes with the com-
munity and athletic 
administrators, as well 
as the athletes .

– Maddie Steinauer,

            Gymnast

ducks outlasted red Wings
(MCT) DETROIT – In the sixth 

period of a three-period sport, any-
thing can happen.

Players are dog tired. Eyes are 
blurring.

Legs are as heavy as soaked trees. 
The body doesn’t want to bend.

Going over the boards feels like 
someone raised the wall a few feet.

When hockey reaches these mara-
thon distances, over 100 minutes, 
the normal becomes a mirage, and 
strange things happen.

So it should surprise no one that 
although the Red 
Wings outshot 
and outhustled 
the Anaheim 
Ducks for the last 
three full periods 
of Sunday’s ex-
hausting Game 2, 
it was the Ducks 
who won it, in 
triple overtime, 
with the most pe-
destrian of plays, a quick wrist shot 
by Todd Marchant that went over 
Chris Osgood’s reach and into the 
net.

That’s going to happen in sudden 
death.

What the Wings should be con-
cerned with is less the how than the 
who, and less the end than the be-
ginning and middle.

In a better world, the Wings never 
see this overtime.

Detroit has two big stars who have 
gone dry: Pavel Datsyuk, a candidate 
for MVP of the league, and Marian 
Hossa, who signed in Motown for 
the sole purpose of winning a ring. 

They were the teams’ No. 1 and 
No. 3 point scorers during the sea-
son.

Neither man has a goal this series. 
Each has scored on just one night of 
the playoffs so far – and we’re in the 
second round.

Hockey is about many things, 
that’s true, and you contribute many 
ways, that’s true.

But they keep score by goals.
And sooner or later, your stars 

must light it up if you want that 
ring.

“There’s no question about it,” 
agreed coach Mike Babcock after the 
4-3 loss, “your best players gotta be 
your best players.”

Like he said.
TALK ABOUT BIG PLAYERS

Especially since Detroit is facing 
a tough Anaheim team that has tied 
this series precisely because of its ex-
ecution of this principle.

There is one marquee line on the 
Ducks: Bobby Ryan, 6-feet-2; Corey 
Perry, 6-feet-3; and Ryan Getzlaf, 
6-feet-4; and one star defenseman, 

Chris Pronger, 6-feet-6.
Facing them is like entering the 

redwood forest. 
But they are playing as big as the 

numbers suggest.
Getzlaf, who had a goal and two 

assists Sunday, has been in on all but 
one of the Ducks’ goals so far this 
series.

His line seems to take one breath 
on the bench then jump back out 
there.

Pronger had another goal Sunday.
“They’re good,” Henrik Zetter-

berg admitted.
Because they 

have to be. The 
talent drop-off is 
significant after 
those guys.

If they’re not 
great, Anaheim 
is home by now. 

But the Wings 
are so deep, they 
often believe 

they can win from anywhere.
That is good and true much of the 

time. But not in the playoffs. Not 
against a great team.

“We have to get scoring from all 
four lines,” Nicklas Lidstrom said.

The shame of Sunday is that the 
Wings were so close.

Datsyuk had some masterful 
moves late, and some feeds that on 
another day could have meant a red 
light.

Hossa finished with nine shots, 
second highest on the team.

If they score, the pressure is off 
them, and the worry is on for Ana-

heim.
Instead, neither had a point.
And the Ducks will ride their 

emotion all the way home to Dis-
neyland, while a tired Wings group 
will have to re-energize for a West 
Coast time zone performance Tues-
day night.
A LOOK AT THE GOALTEN-
DERS

Now. A word about Osgood. 
Whenever the Wings lose in over-

time, fans worry about his psyche. 
It’s too early for that.
Anyhow, he should have been 

dressed and gone before Marchant 
ever got a chance at the game-win-
ner.

Ozzie stopped 42 of 46 shots.
His counterpart, however, Jonas 

Hiller, stopped 59 of 62. And this 
was only his second overtime game 
ever!

You don’t want to make a star out 
of the other goalie, because, well, 
like I said, stars are what usually win 
championships.

“It was a hard game, they got 
lucky at the end, and now we go on,” 
Hossa said, summing it up. 

Maybe. But just as there is a tiny 
difference between hitting the post 
and hitting pay dirt, there is a similar 
distance between expecting anyone 
to put it in, and expecting your best 
guys to do it.

Sooner or later in this sure-to-go-
six-or-seven-game series, Datsyuk 
and Hossa will have to light that 
light. 

Or it’s going to get dark at the 
rink faster than we thought.

Red Wing’s Tomas Holmstrom is knocked into Duck’s goalie Jonas Hiller game two of the 
NHL Western Conference finals. The Ducks and Red Wings continue the fight tonight.
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Sooner or later in this 
sure-to-go-six-or-seven-
game series, Datsyuk and 
Hosa will have to light 
that light. Or it’s going to 
get dark at the rink faster 
than we thought.

“
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 Aries   (March 21 - April 19)
You will wake with a start tonight, and hear 
a sound like that of a whole herd of capybara 
snuffling around in your closet. Fortunately, 
when you switch on the light, that will turn 
out to be all it is.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
You will contemplate nothingness today, but 
somethingness will keep intruding upon your 
thoughts.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
You will make people squirm, today. 
Surprisingly, some of them will show remark-
able talent at squirming.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Excellent day to slurp soup. Remember: 
if you’re going to do anything, do it well. 
Obviously, that includes slurping.
Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Despite your best efforts, you will be unable 
to get your book published. But all you really 
need to do is change the title! “A Comparative 
Study of Invertibrate Parasites” is not likely 
to be published. But “A Bucket Full Of 
Leeches”? Now that’s another story.
Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
Having trouble sticking to that diet, aren’t 
you? It’s even harder when you see all those 
enticing commercials for fast food on TV. 
The trick to dealing with those is to use your 
imagination - mayonaisse becomes shaving 
cream, a burger becomes coompressed com-
post, and everything else is coated with syn-
thetic motor oil. Which, these days, is pretty 
close to the truth.
Libra (September 23 - October 22)
Today you will discover Pablo Picasso’s 
secret. He didn’t deliberately invent cubist 
art. He just liked painting accident victims.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
You will discover, today, that you can whistle 
and hum at the same time. This will entertain 
you for hours.
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
You will get the peculiar urge to go outside 
and roll around in something yucky. Also, 
you’ll notice your ears are getting hairy.
Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
Try to praise in public and criticise in private. 
Just never, ever, criticise privates.
Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
Someone will turn a cold shoulder to you, and 
your feelings will be hurt. You’ll get even by 
turning a tepid elbow to them, later. Just don’t 
let it escalate to the blazing ankles stage, is 
all.
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
You’ve been trying to sell your car, and it just 
isn’t going anywhere. Sometimes it helps if 
you have a name for your vehicle, to give it 
more character. I call mine the “Millenium 
Falcon”. My passengers often become irri-
tated at being called “Chewie”, though. 

***************************
Check out online classifieds by 
going to www.dailytitan.com and 
clicking on the classifieds link.
***************************
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Titans prepare to tame Wildcats
By adan vasquez

Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

The No. 6 Cal State Fullerton 
baseball team opens a two-game 
home stand against the University of 
Arizona tonight.

The Titans are coming off a strong 
showing following a weekend sweep 
over Big West Conference foe UC 
Santa Barbara, and are riding high 
with confidence.

Although they do not take any 
opponent lightly, Titan senior Joe 
Scott said the team feels they can al-
ways control the game.

“We’re not really worried about 
what Arizona is bringing to the ta-
ble,” Scott said. “We’re going to try 
and control what we can control, 
which is our effort and attitude. If 
things don’t go our way then we can 

say we did everything we needed to 
do.”

Their attitude and effort came 
into question following last week’s 
9-3 home loss to USC, and Head 
Coach Dave Serrano called a team 
meeting to address the team and its 
problems.

“We had a three and half hour 
meeting,” sophomore Daniel Ren-
ken said. “That really brought us 
together. It pushed us more to be 
better as a team.”

It showed.
The Titans played sound defense 

and out-scored the Gauchos 27-9 in 
the sweep.

Senior Jared Clark earned Big 
West Conference Player of the Week 
honors after driving in seven RBIs 
against the Trojans and Gauchos.

He is the sixth Titan to earn the 
honor so far this season.

But after the meeting, everyone 
said they are focused on being a 
team, not individuals.

“The meeting brought us closer 
together,” Clark said. “We just 
played better baseball.”

Now the Titans must continue 
to keep their heads up and stay fo-
cused, since they are facing a Wild-
cats team that has historically played 
hard against them.

“It’s going to be sweet,” sopho-
more Christian Colon said. “We’re 
going to have to play good. We have 
a lot of confidence.”

But Colon said he also knows the 
team still must play at a high level 
the next two games and in the final 
games of the regular season.

“They’re going to come out and 
play hard,” Colon said. “We need to 
be able to play hard and smart.”

Renken said he feels that no mat-

ter how good or bad the Wildcats 
might be this year, they are expect-
ing a fierce opponent at Goodwin 
Field.

“They’re having a down year, but 
we’re expecting a dog fight,” Renken 
said.

Clark echoed his teammate’s state-
ment.

“They’re always a good team when 
they play us. We still have to play 
our game,” Clark said.

Renken said he feels the team is 
playing as good as it has at any point 
in the season, even back in March 
when the Titans rose to the top of 
the college baseball rankings.

“As a team we’re better off than 
we’ve been all year. Even than we 
were back in March when we had all 
those wins,” Renken said.

First pitch is scheduled for 6 p.m. 
tonight at Goodwin Field.

The Dodgers continue on a roll 
Blue Crew is on its way to making history, so enjoy the ride  

The start the Los Angeles Dodgers 
are off to is impressive.

At home they have been remark-
able, and on the verge of making 
history.

It is the best start ever for the his-
toric 119-year-old National League 
franchise. No one at Dodger’s camp 
seems surprised, however. 

Pitcher Chad Billingsley, in an in-
terview with ESPN.com, stated the 
team is not surprised, and expects to 
win at home.

Sure, other teams in other sports 
have done it, and even teams in base-
ball have started 11-0 at home. 

Heck, at this rate the Dodgers 
could go 81-0 at home.

Possible? Technically. 
Likely? Not in this lifetime.
Let’s go back to reality. Two more 

wins will make a record.
The last team to start 11-0 at 

home was the 2003 Kansas City 
Royals, and they went 29-40 for the 
rest of the season. 

Let’s hope that does not happen 

to the boys in blue this season.
Don’t be a sad sack though if you 

go to a game at Dodger Stadium and 
witness a loss. It is going to happen 
eventually.

What has been happening at 
Dodger Stadium is still remarkable.

The Dodgers, accustomed to slow 
starts over the past few seasons, are 
hitting the baseball on the nose and 
still yielded a favorable result with-
out Manny Ramirez in the lineup 
Sunday.

The baseball season is long and ar-
duous, and some teams that started 
hot, such as the Florida Marlins, 
have already fallen off.

Once again Dodger fans, don’t be 
depressed or fear the future.

They already have a decent lead in 
the division and are scoring runs.

Behind the Toronto Blue Jays, the 
Dodgers have scored the most runs 
in the league, with 141. 

More impressive is their difference 
in runs scored and runs allowed. 
They are plus 41, tops the best in the 
MLB.

Early season stats are what they 
are. Lets talk big picture.

The last time the Dodgers won 

By jordan harrison
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

the World Series was 1988.
They were not the favorite. In fact, 

many experts picked them to finish 
fourth in their division.

They scored 628 runs that season, 
which is not an impressive number 
considering their success.

So far this season, they are scoring 
almost two runs more per game than 
they did in 1988. 

If they can keep this up through-
out the course of the season, they 
will be in good shape to cruise to a 
division title.

The National League West second 
place San Francisco Giants (12-12) 
have not lived up to their oversized 
namesake. Their bats have looked 
miniature; they have scored a league 
low of 82 runs. 

That is 20 less than the hapless 
and hopeless Washington Nationals.

Their pitching alone was enough 
to take care of the Dodgers in San 
Francisco, however.

Unless the Giants get serious and 
make some trades, they are nothing 
to worry about.

Pitching has also not been an issue 
for the Dodgers. Billingsley looks te-
nacious on the mound, and is off to 

a 5-0 start.
Closer Jonathan Broxton has 

been strong in relief, recording seven 
saves. 

For the Dodgers, it will be more 
about overcoming mental obstacles, 
and maintaining a consistent level of 

play. 
Who knows where this stellar play 

is coming from – maybe they finally 
feel they have something to prove.

Whatever has gotten into them, it 
is a good thing that fans cannot get 
enough of. 

If you haven’t gone yet, I urge you 
to make the trip to Dodger Stadium 
to enjoy a Dodger Dog washed down 
with a cold beer, and watch the team 
play for the chance to make history. 

Even if they lose, I guarantee you 
will still have a great time watching.

daily Titan File Photo

Third baseman Joey Siddons goes to tag USC Trojan Mike O’Neill in the Titans’ 9-3 loss 
to USC last Wednesday at Goodwin Field. While the lost was a difficult one, it inspired 
the Titans to pick their game back up and defeat UC Santa Barbara over the weekend. 
The Titans will next take on Arizona tonight at 6 p.m. on Goodwin Field.

By andrea kellogg/daily Titan staff Photographer

IN OTHER NEWS

Titans perform at Asics/Steve Scott Invitational

Jameena Hunt in the women’s 
discus and Andrew Sullivan in the 
men’s pole vault posted NCAA re-
gional qualifying marks Sunday for 
Cal State Fullerton on day two of 
the Asics/Steve Scott Invitational at 
UC Irvine.

Hunt had a best mark of 159 feet, 
9 inches to not only win the event 
and qualify for regionals but she 
improved upon her school record of 
159 feet, 4 inches set in 2007.

Sullivan won the pole vault with 

a best height of 16 feet, 6 3/4 inches 
for another NCAA regional quali-
fier. Another Titan winner Sunday 
was Johnathan Golden in the high 
jump. He won a jump off over Paul 
Gill of Oklahoma after both men 
cleared 6 feet, 10 3/4 inches.

On the track, the Titans’ Ciara 
Short returned to action after a week 
off to win the 400 meters in 53.86 
and run second in the 200 at 24.07 
to unattached Victoria Barr, who ran 
23.96.

TRACK AND FIELD

sTories courTesy oF TiTan Media relaTions

Krystal Heinle is Big West Player of the Week

A pair of complete-game victories 
in the circle last weekend helped Cal 
State Fullerton freshman righthand-
er Krystal Heinle nab Big West Con-
ference Pitcher of the Week honors 
on Monday afternoon the league of-
fice announced.

Heinle earned weekly laurels from 
the conference office for the first 
time in her collegiate career.

Heinle improved to 9-7 overall 
this season in the circle, allowing 
four hits in two starts against visiting 
Cal State Northridge, including car-
rying a no-hitter into the seventh in-
ning of the series finale on Sunday.

She finished by allowing just one 
hit in game three against the Mata-
dors, a one-out single in the seventh, 

while facing just four batters over the 
minimum and striking out four.

In the second game of the series 
on Saturday, Heinle allowed three 
runs, but gave up just three hits and 
struck out seven.

For the weekend, Heinle posted a 
1.50 ERA and held CSUN’s bats to 
a combined .087 average in her two 
starts.

CSUF returns to the diamond 
for its finale regular season series of 
the year this weekend as the Titans 
travel to the coast to meet UC Santa 
Barbara. The two teams open with a 
doubleheader on Friday (May 8) at 
12 p.m. and conclude the series with 
a single game on Saturday (May 9), 
also at 12 p.m.

SOFTBALL

Jared Clark earns Big West Player of the Week
Cal State Fullerton senior Jared 

Clark earned his second career Big 
West Conference Player of the Week 
honor for his offensive efforts for the 
week ending Sunday.

Clark drove home runs in each of 
the four Titan games against USC 
and UC Santa Barbara and totaled 
seven RBI, including two in each 
of the three games against the Gau-
cho’s. Clark went a combined 5-for-
11 (.455) and had multiple hits in 

back-to-back games against USC 
and UC Santa Barbara Wednesday 
and Friday.

Two of the first baseman’s five 
hits went for extra bases, one being a 
double on Friday night and the other 
being a home run Saturday night.

Clark also drew three walks, stole 
a base, was hit by a pitch and added 
a sac-fly and a sac-bunt to his credit 
as the Titans finished 3-1 on the 
week.

BASEBALL
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