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‘Super seniors’

What: Students have a chance to vote during a special election today, 
May 6, and tomorrow, May 7, on the Campus Life and Athletics Fee ref-
erendum. The new fee would cost $63 per semester ($126 a year) for stu-
dents to upgrade the Athletics Department with new turf for the campus 
fields and free up $640,000 in Instructional Related Activities funds. 

Where: Students can vote at polling stations at the Titan Student 
Union from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and at McCarthy Hall, Mihaylo Hall and 
Pollack Library from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.  

Students can vote on line at http://vote.fullerton.edu, and also to find 
more information and pro and con statements.

Campus Life and Athletics Fee Referendum 2009
Students can vote to fund new field turf, lights, fences and more.

PROS CONS

(MCT) – California State Univer-
sity students will likely pay 10 percent 
more in fees next year because of the 
state budget crisis, the system’s chan-
cellor said today.

The 23-campus university also 
likely will be unable to meet its goal 
of enrolling 10,000 fewer students 
in August, Chancellor Charles Reed 
said, setting up more of a budget 
crunch that could lead to layoffs.

“We believe when we open in 
August, we will have succeeded in 
cutting enrollment by only 3,000 to 
4,000 students,” Reed told report-
ers on a conference call. “There is so 
much pressure on us for eligible stu-
dents who want to come to CSU.”

Next week’s vote by the board of 
trustees will follow a similar action 
this week by the University of Cali-
fornia Board of Regents, which will 
decide Thursday whether to raise fees 
by more than 9 percent. The 2009-10 
state budget approved by the governor 
and Legislature in February assumed 
both universities would raise fees.

The Cal State undergraduate fee 
would rise about $300, to $3,354 per 
year. Graduate students would pay 
$378 more, or $4,134, and teach-
ing-credential students would pay 
$3,894, or $354 more.

Reed and other Cal State admin-
istrators emphasized today that few 
of the university’s 460,000 students 
would be affected by the fee hikes. 
One-third of the increase would be 
directed to financial aid, a practice 
that has become common at the 
state’s public universities.

With state and federal aid covering 
most costs for needy students, no stu-
dents whose families make $75,000 
or less will pay any fees, Reed said. 
About 80 percent of Cal State’s fi-
nancial-aid recipients would not pay 
higher prices.

With two years of state budget cuts 
reducing Cal State funding by a total 
of at least $600 million, the univer-
sity has no choice but to raise fees, 
said Robert Turnage, the university’s 
budget chief.

“We are really highly dependent 
on the revenues generated by student 
fees,” he said, “and we are becoming 
increasingly more dependent.”

Cal State 
likely to 
raise fees

Special Election today, tomorrow

The east and west fields will be covered with new turf, new light-
ing that will allow for more night sports, new fencing that will secure 
the grounds. The remaining money will go toward scholarships. 

The new fee will replace funding that the Athletics Department 
receives from the Instructionally Related Activities student fee, which 
will free-up about $640,000 for other extracurricular activities.

“We feel that a strong athletics program really brings a lot of 
recognition to the university. And the more recognition that the 
programs of the university has, the more value that a diploma has 
for all the students that go here. It also helps with student pride,” 
said Deputy Director of Athletics Allison Rich.

(MCT) – The U.S. economy 
should begin recovering late this 
year but the number of unemployed 
people is likely to continue grow-
ing into next year and will remain a 
drag on consumer and business con-
fidence, Federal Reserve Chairman 
Ben Bernanke said Tuesday.

Testifying before the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee of Congress, the 
Fed chief also denied that he had 
strong-armed the chief executive 
officer of Bank of America, Ken 
Lewis, into hiding details of the 
government-encouraged merger last 
year with investment bank Merrill 
Lynch. 

He also expressed confidence that 
the soon-to-be released results of 
stress tests conducted on bank loan 
and investment portfolios will show 
a healthy banking sector.

Although the U.S. economy has 
contracted sharply since April 2008, 
“the recent data suggest that the pace 
of contraction may be slowing,” and 
household demand for goods and 
services no longer is plunging, Ber-
nanke told lawmakers in his first 
cautiously upbeat forecast in half a 
year.

Consumer spending grew in the 
first quarter of this year, he said, and 
household-spending power will be 
boosted by the government’s fiscal 
stimulus plan, which passed earlier 
this year, and the first tentative signs 
of a bottom in the housing market.

Economy expected to 
rebound by end of year

Students can expect a 10 percent increase in fees next year, and 
possibly every year for the next few years due to state budget cuts. 
Private donations and student fees are the only other source of 
funds.

“As a student here, I’m not a part of any of the teams, so I 
think it’s unfair to make me pay for the Athletics Department,” 
said Bryan Rizzuto, psychology major. “Why should I have to 
pay an extra amount on top of what I have to pay for books and 
classes?” 

The Athletics department should come up with another way of 
reeling in more money, said Tyler Strenk, 19, art major.

(MCT) – They are called, some-
what affectionately, “super seniors.”

But students with more than 
enough units to graduate, in some 
cases two or three times as many as 
they need, are beginning to choke 
the California State University sys-
tem.

At San Jose State University, an 
estimated 1,500 seniors remain en-
rolled three years after they quali-
fied for graduation. Among those, 
35 have been enrolled more than a 
decade, the San Jose Mercury-News 
reports.

Chico State University’s super se-
nior population doesn’t even come 
close to that, but officials, who might 
be looking at record enrollment next 
year, are considering ways to show 
extended-stay students the door – in 
a nice way.

One-on-one counseling, what 
some campuses call “intrusive advis-
ing,” is one approach being consid-
ered. It’s hoped that firmly nudging 
seniors toward a diploma will work, 
but there are currently no conse-
quences at Chico State if they decide 
to stay enrolled as an undergraduate.

Federal and state financial aid usu-
ally stops once a student reaches 150 
units, unless they have an approved 
graduation plan.

Concern for encouraging timely 
graduation is supported by a recent 
report by the Public Policy Institute 
of California that California is facing 
a dire shortage of college educated 
workers.

Student reactions to the Athletic Fee Referendum

“

“I don’t think they 
have the initiative to 
promote it, because 
if people found out 
about it, they would 
be against it.

– Ali Afrouzeh,
            Business Management

“

“I don’t want a fee 
when I have to deal 
with ... other finances. 
It won’t benefit the 
school as a whole. I 
don’t think Athletics 
are that important.

–Pauline Africa,
            Political Science

“

“Athletics ... has an 
easier time getting do-
nor money than other 
things on campus ... 
($63) isn’t going to 
benefit me, it is going 
to benefit an athlete.

– Stacie Allen,
            Political Science

“

“The Athletics De-
partment can use any 
of the support they 
get as far as fundrais-
ing ... Their options 
are pretty limited.

– Brandon Shelly,
            Business Management

“

“I think it’s going 
to make our school 
better, but I think it 
is a little too much 
... especially with the 
economy, and parking 
fee so high.

– Nicole Demirjian,
            Health Science

gRAPHIC bY DANIEL SUzUKI/Daily Titan Photo Editor
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For The record
It is the policy of the daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. errors on the opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Jessica Terrell at 714-278-5815 or at 
execeditor@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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IN oTher NewS
Pakistani army’s assault on militants takes toll on civilians

CHINGLAI, Pakistan (MCT) – The Pakistani army’s assault against Is-
lamic militants in Buner, in northwest Pakistan, is flattening villages, killing 
civilians and sending thousands of farmers and villagers fleeing from their 
homes, residents escaping the fighting said Monday.

accounts of the fighting by Mohammad and other residents contradict 
those from the Pakistani military and suggest that the government of Presi-
dent asif ali Zardari is rapidly losing the support of those it had set out to 
protect.

The heavy-handed tactics are ringing alarm bells in washington, where the 
obama administration is struggling to devise a strategy to halt the militants’ 
advances. officials Monday talked about the need to train the Pakistani mili-
tary, which has long been fixated on fighting armored battles with India, in 
counterinsurgency warfare, but it may be too late for that.

Navy adm. Michael Mullen, the chairman of the Joint chiefs of Staff, 
told reporters Monday that the Pakistani army in recent years has under-
taken “bursts of fighting and engagement” fighting insurgents, but that its 
operations were “not sustained” by follow-up measures.

CHICAGO (MCT) – college students getting their diplomas this week 
may not get the handshake that typically goes with it.

Because of fears of spreading the swine flu, or h1N1, several colleges that 
kicked off spring commencements this past weekend enacted no handshak-
ing policies.

at the University of Michigan ross School of Business, dean robert 
dolan told nearly 1,000 graduates they needed to find a “non-handshaking 
alternative” and jokingly suggested an elbow bump or an air high-five, with-
out actually touching hands. “given the alternative of having an awkward 
ceremony filled with hand sanitizers, our dean opted for instead not shaking 
hands,” said associate dean Valerie Suslow.

Now, university officials in Illinois are having high-level meetings on the 
topic. at Northern Illinois University in deKalb, where one student has a 
probable case of swine flu, officials haven’t decided what to do this weekend 
when some 2,400 students graduate.

INTerNaTIoNaL

NaTIoNaL

Merced City Council decides to lay off 14 city employees
MERCED (MCT) – Fourteen Merced government employees are slated 

to be laid off in the coming months, while the rest of the city’s work force 
will pay more to keep top-tier medical coverage, the city council decided 
Monday.

The layoffs and benefit changes, unanimously approved, will help reduce 
the $10.2 million budget shortfall the city’s faced with.

The cuts represent about $1.6 million in savings and nearly 3 percent of 
the city’s work force of 513.

one problem was that by losing a deputy city attorney the city may be 
forced to hire an outside attorney later on at a higher cost to handle the 
additional work.The second was whether the city manager’s office could 
handle losing an assistant since that person supports the council along with 
other managers.

Nine workers, an urban forestry supervisor, an engineering technician, 
an account clerk, a code enforcement officer, a deputy city attorney, a city 
manager assistant, a senior engineer, a capital improvement coordinator 
and a park worker, will be let go June 28. Five police officers will leave the 
city in mid-october, unless it wins a federal grant.

STaTe

Amid swine flu, college graduations may not get handshakes

Specter says he won’t be on 
Democrats’ side forever

cell research and his recent role as a 
key goP backer for obama’s stimu-
lus bill.

Specter himself acknowledged 
that his defection decision had far 
more to do with a calculated assess-
ment of polling data, which showed 
him being trounced in a republican 
primary, than any major agreement 
on policy matters. Policy stances on 
issues did not come up during nego-
tiations with Senate Majority Leader 
harry reid, Specter said, adding that 
doing so would have led to a “long, 
perhaps unpleasant, conversation.”

Nevertheless, obama, reid and 
Sen. Bob Menendez, chairman of 
the democratic Senatorial campaign 
committee, all embraced Specter on 
Tuesday as the democratic favorite, 
and all offered to campaign for him.

This is a puzzling development to 
rep. Joe Sestak, d-Pa., a retired Navy 
admiral who has been eyeing a Senate 
bid. Sestak, who represents portions 

U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter, shown walking down the halls of the U.S. Capitol with 
his wife, Joan, April 28, 2009, announced on Tuesday that he is switching to the 
Democratic Party. Specter has been a member of the Republican Party since 1966 and a 
Senator from Pennsylvania since 1981.

photos courtesy of Mct

WASHINGTON (MCT) – Sen. 
arlen Specter’s defection from the 
republican Party drew cheers Tues-
day from President Barack obama 
and other top democrats. But some 
key players in the party base viewed 
the move with suspicion – demand-
ing that if Specter wants to call him-
self a democrat, he had better start 
acting like one.

as a moderate republican, for ex-
ample, Specter maintained friendly 
relations with Pennsylvania’s powerful 
labor unions, which were glad to have 
him on their side on many issues. 
Now, if Specter hopes to win next 
year’s democratic primary and retain 
his seat, that will not be enough.

“as of now, he has about a 68 per-
cent voting record (in siding with 
labor), which is good for a republi-
can but does not meet the mustard 
when it comes to getting endorsed as 
a democrat,” said Bill george, presi-
dent of the state aFL-cIo.

Neil oxman, a democratic strat-
egist who advises Pennsylvania gov. 
ed rendell and Joseph Torsella, who 
is planning a bid for the democratic 
Senate nomination, described Specter 
as a politician who “transforms him-
self for every election” and is now “dis-
guising the fact he supported Bush 76 
percent of the time and voted for all 
of these republican judges.” oxman’s 
criticism previewed a likely attack 
that the newly minted democrat will 
face in a party primary.

“The question is, will democrats 
buy this or not?” said oxman.

Such sentiments underscore that 
top democratic leaders and Specter 

face some perils as they try to trans-
form the senator from a republican 
with a mixed voting record on labor 
and environmental issues into the 
democratic establishment’s favored 
pick to be their nominee.

obama, in offering Tuesday to 
campaign and raise money for Spec-
ter, risks alienating key elements of his 
base in a politically important state. 
and Specter, who on Tuesday vowed 
that adopting the democratic label 
did not mean he would start agree-
ing with the party on every issue, may 
soon find himself forced to satisfy a 
new set of constituencies, particularly 
if he faces a competitive primary.

complicating matters from the 
start were Specter’s statements Tues-
day reiterating his opposition to leg-
islation being pushed by the unions 
that would make it easier for them to 
recruit new members.

Specter also said Tuesday that he 
opposes obama’s pick to head the 
Justice department’s office of Legal 
counsel, dawn Johnsen, who has 
drawn the ire of republicans because 
of her work as a lawyer for an abortion 
rights group and her outspoken criti-
cism of Bush-era interrogation poli-
cies. and the incumbent senator will 
be forced to reckon with a sour rating 
from environmentalists; last year he 
earned a 27 percent rating from the 
League of conservation Voters.

Those stances threaten to cloud 
the positions that Specter and lead-
ing democrats say could put him in 
good stead with their party, including 
his support for abortion rights, his 
strong backing of embryonic stem 

U.S. Sen Arlen Specter, right, shown campaigning with the Republican presidential and vice presidential candidates John McCain and 
Sarah Palin in Pennsylvania on September 22, 2008.

of the politically important Phila-
delphia suburbs that have recently 
moved from swing regions to demo-
cratic strongholds, had been viewed 
as a strong contender.

The shape of the democratic Sen-
ate primary election “needs to reside 
not in the hierarchy of my party but 
with the citizens of Pennsylvania,” 
Sestak said. The party leadership, he 
said, is “making a judgment call on 
what they evidently think is best, 
because they are caught up in how 
many votes they have in the Senate. 
But we promised a new era.”

Sestak said that Specter would have 
to answer a series of questions in the 
coming weeks, such as why demo-
cratic voters should view him as a 
leader in their party when he failed to 
prevent the goP from moving to the 
hard right.

“what are you running for, ar-
len?” Sestak asked. “how are you 
going to use your leadership to shape 
the democratic Party? Is it to the way 
we believe Pennsylvania should be 
helped? and the platform we should 
follow? are you a democrat, an inde-
pendent, or a republican?”

Specter appears to understand the 
challenge ahead.

on Monday, just one day before 
making his surprising announcement, 
he met privately for several hours with 
top leaders from the Teamsters union, 
telling about 200 officials gathered at 
a hershey, Pa., hotel that they should 
back his re-election.

he sat for a private, hourlong ses-
sion with international president 
James hoffa and Bill hamilton, the 
group’s top official in Pennsylvania.

Specter has long had a rapport 
with hoffa and the Teamsters, a po-
tent force in state politics, but rela-
tions cooled considerably after his 
announcement last month that he 
would vote against the union-backed 
employee Free choice act, which 
would make it easier to unionize 
workplaces. Many believed Specter 
was opposing the measure to curry 
favor with republican donors and to 
salvage his bad poll numbers among 
republican voters.



My name is Peter, 
and in eight years I’ll be an alcoholic.

START TALKING BEFORE THEY START DRINKING
Kids who drink before age15 are 5 times more likely to have alcohol problems when they’re adults.

To learn more, go to www.stopalcoholabuse.gov or call 1.800.729.6686

I’ll start drinking in middle school, just at parties.  

But my parents won’t start talking to me about it until 

high school. And by then, I’ll already be in some trouble. 

The thing is, my parents won’t even see it coming.
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(MCT) – One year after Cy-
clone Nargis devastated southern 
Myanmar’s Irrawaddy Delta, small 
bamboo huts with blue plastic sheet 
roofs provided by donors along 
the region’s Bogalay River are still 
vulnerable to natural disasters. A 
speedboat carrying a group of news 
reporters to the small fishing village 
of Kadone-Kani, about 32 nautical 
miles south of Bogalay town, passed 
some small villages along the river-
bank.

“Those small islands were totally 
inundated by storm surges during 
Nargis last year, and entire villages 
there were submerged by seawater,” 
a local man in his 20s accompany-
ing the group said, pointing to tiny 
islands emerging on the river.

On May 2 
and 3, 2008, 
Cyclone Nar-
gis laid waste 
to Myanmar, 
with espe-
cially ravag-
ing strafes on 
the Irrawaddy 
Delta and 
some parts of 
Yangon State, 
c l a i m i n g 
more than 140,000 lives, according 
to official figures.

Kodone-Kani is about two kilo-
meters from the Andaman Sea, and 
most of its villagers earn their living 
from fishing. The Htoo Foundation, 
one of the private local donors, has 
been constructing a cyclone shelter 
there.

“Luckily, this village wasn’t seri-
ously damaged during Nargis. But 
it’s very close to the sea. Therefore, 
the government asked us to build 
the cyclone shelter to protect from 
possible future storms,” U Ye Min 
Oo, project director of the Htoo 
Foundation, explained at a con-
struction site. The group has been 
building more than 18 cyclone 
shelters across the delta region, with 
most set to be completed by July, U 
Ye Min Oo said.

Next along the way was Kyun-
tharyar, a new village 10 minutes’ 
drive from Kodone-Kani, where 
476 villagers are living in 124 newly 
built wooden houses.

“Our village had been situated 
on one of the small islands nearby. 
Now the authorities moved us here 
for our safety. We can live in better 
houses here, but we have been fac-
ing difficulty earning a livelihood,” 
a man in his 30s told the reporters. 
His village was among some that 
fell prey to disaster that authorities 
have relocated to safer locations.

Another place on the visit was 
Kyainchaungyi village, where 
2,472 people, about 80 percent of 
its population, perished in Nargis. 
About 220 wooden houses donated 

by the Htoo 
Foundation 
already are 
occupied by 
villagers who 
lost fam-
ily members, 
while anoth-
er 200 houses 
are scheduled 
to be built by 
local donors 
in coming 

months.
While villagers from 

Kyainchaungyi are living in newly 
built, better-quality homes, most 
victims of the Nargis disaster were 
still living under rudimentary shel-
ters in poor conditions.

According to official statistics 
from U.N. Development Program’s 
Yangon office, 90 percent of the 
families affected by the disaster 
eventually were reached by emer-
gency shelter assistance, 200,000 
damaged houses were rebuilt in 
what was termed “self-recovery,” 
while 25,000 destroyed houses will 
have been rebuilt from scratch by 
June this year.

“Challenges remain, and there’s 
now urgent need for sustainable 
shelter for half a million vulnerable 
people,” Bishow Parajuli, the U.N. 

Resident and Humanitarian Coor-
dinator, told reporters in a media 
briefing in Yangon last Thursday.

“Now, we have houses, but the 
main problem is where the (rice) 
seeds are,” U Than Tin, 46, who 
lost 14 family members, including 
his wife, during Nargis, said. “The 
(agricultural) yield of the paddy was 
much lower than normal due to the 
salty soil, so we can’t collect seeds. 
How can we start planting without 
seeds in this monsoon (season)?”

Cyclone Nargis submerged about 
783,000 hectares of paddies in 19 
townships, or about 63 percent of 
the area’s farmland, damaged crops 
equivalent to about 80,000 tons 
of grain, destroying 707,500 tons 
of stored rice as well as 85 percent 
of seed stocks. It also killed many 
draft animals, including 50 percent 
of the buffaloes, according to the 
PONREPP (Post-Nargis Recovery 
and Preparedness Plan, put together 
by U.N. and Association of South-
east Asian Nations officials working 
with the Myanmar government).

Nearly 200,000 households have 
received agricultural assistance over 
the past year, including more than 
4,000 tons of paddy seeds, 5,700 
tons of fertilizer and 90,000 pack-
ages of farm tools, official figures 
revealed.

“We have requested $16.6 mil-
lion in funding for the immediate 
period for seeds, fertilizer, draft ani-
mals and power tillers. This is ur-
gently required if the next harvest 
is to be successful and is expected 
to directly benefit 20,000 farm-
ing families and 12,000 laboring 
households,” said Shin Imai, a rep-
resentative of the U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organization.

But the question remains as to 
whether the requested funding will 
be obtained, fully or partially, in 
time for the coming planting season 
that is just a month away.

“Donor countries want their aid 
to be transparent, used effectively 
and flow directly to affected ar-
eas before they decide (on aid),” a 

Myanmar cyclone survivors 
still need support a year later

U.N. official in Yangon said. There 
were rumors that aid delivered to 
cyclone-hit areas was delayed or 
misused in some places last year.

“Our soils were degraded due to 
saltwater, and it’ll take at least an-
other three years to produce a nor-
mal yield in the paddy fields,” Thet 
Htoo, a farmer from Kyainchaungyi 
village, predicted. Extrapolating 
from his view, the entire agriculture 
sector in the Nargis-hit Irrawaddy 
Delta would need three years to 
fully recover.

Another severely affected sector 
is the fishing industry. Most fisher-
men still need boats, nets and other 
tools to resurrect their normal live-
lihood.

“There are more than 100 fish-
ermen in our village, but only 15 
fishing boats have been provided 
to us so far,” said a fisherman from 
Kyainchaungyi whose wife and 
three children were swept away and 
killed by huge waves of the killer 
cyclone. “I’m still hoping to get a 
fishing boat from donors because I 
don’t have money to buy it myself.”

A U.N. report said 14,800 boats 

and 73,000 units of fishing gear al-
ready have been provided to those 
affected. The FAO has set up boat 
production centers to provide more 
watercraft for the fishery sector. The 
true number of boats lost in Cy-
clone Nargis may never be known, 
but the FAO estimates the figure at 
more than 100,000.

At the moment, many fishermen 
and farm workers who were unable 
to resume their regular work are do-
ing odd jobs in nearby areas.

One of the local private firms 
involved in volunteer work in 
cyclone-hit areas has begun build-
ing a three-story cyclone shelter in 
Kyainchaungyi.

“We have designed it to have a 
capacity of 350 people to be able to 
stay there; it will serve as a school 
in normal time,” an engineer at the 
construction site explained. During 
Nargis, 4,106 schools – about 57 
percent of the schools in the affect-
ed area – were destroyed, and so far, 
1,400 schools have been repaired. 
The United Nations aims to build 
an additional 600 schools within 
the next year.

It has been just over a year since 
the cyclone proved to be one of the 
greatest disasters in world history, 
yet millions of lives in the Irrawad-
dy Delta remain in chaos. Accord-
ing to PONREPP, about $691 mil-
lion is urgently needed for the next 
three years.

“Continued support and engage-
ment by the international commu-
nity must be ensured for years to 
come, so the 2.4 million cyclone-
affected people can fully recover 
and regain economic and social sta-
bility,” Parajuli, the U.N. official, 
said.

A group of children playing 
along Kyainchaungyi’s main road 
were described by a villager as Nar-
gis survivors. The cyclone spared 
their lives, but left them wanting 
for basic needs, including shelter, 
food, education and safety.

The children waved while the 
reporters in speedboats left the ru-
dimentary village port. Happiness 
showed on their faces, as visitors 
to their village who may help them 
fulfill their modest dreams departed 
to tell their story.

While villagers from 
Kyainchaungyi are living in 
newly built, better-quality 
homes, most victims of the 
Nargis disaster were still 
living under rudimentary 
shelters in poor conditions.

“

“
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(MCT) – Jessie Arbogast has come 
a long way in the eight years since a 
shark attack in Florida left him bedrid-
den with a feeding tube.

He is now 16-years-old, with a 
mustache and lively blue eyes. He sits 
up in his wheelchair and participates 
in his life. And for the most part, he’s 
happy.

His body still has bite marks, im-
prints of the shark’s teeth. A huge por-
tion of his right thigh is missing, his 
right arm has scars between his elbow 
and shoulder where it was reattached 
and he has brain damage caused from 
major blood loss, but he’s interested in 
what’s going on around him, and he 
comes off lively and robust, though 
unable to speak.

“He takes it all in,” said his mother, 
Claire Arbogast, who is his constant 
companion during the day. “Our big-
gest challenge now is how to help him 
get it out.”

And by that, she means express 
himself.

He communicates with his eyes. He 
holds his head up and moves his arms 
at will while sitting in his wheelchair. 

Occasionally he shouts, “Yeah,” when 
he thoroughly agrees with what’s be-
ing said. He has trouble regulating his 
responses, especially if he gets excited 
about the discussion going on around 
him.

But he communicates easily with 
those who know how to read his face, 
and even in limited ways with people 
he has just met.

“And there’s times, when he’s quiet, 
that he’ll reach out and hold your hand 
or give you a hug,” she said.

There are times when he works hard 
and concentrates to try and get his 
hands to do what he wants them to.

He and his father, David Arbogast, 
share interests in boat shows, cars and 
fast planes. Jessie is in his second year 
of high school, going almost a full day 
in special education classes with his 
mother by his side. He likes school. 
He’s sociable. He likes blondes on TV 
and superheroes such as X-Men and 
Spiderman. He likes pirates and the 
Blue Angels.

Claire sat on a couch next to Jessie 
in his wheelchair recently and talked 
about what it has been like for him 

8 years after shark attack, boy making slow recovery

Xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxx 
xxxxxx xxxxxx xxxxx 
xxxxxxxx xxxxxx xxxx

Four of the children were in the 
water, fairly close to shore on the west 
end of Santa Rosa Island, which is part 
of the Gulf Islands National Seashore. 
One child was on shore.

The two girls were in inner tubes 
farther out than Jessie and his brother. 
The two boys were standing in about 2 
feet of water, explained Diana Flosen-
zier in a telephone interview.

“When it attacked Jessie, we ran 
into the water and converged on him,” 
she said. “Vance grabbed the shark.”

A guy walking on the beach ran in 
and helped Diana pull Jessie to shore.

“Vance pulled the shark onto land,” 
she said. “He couldn’t let go. His 
daughter and Jessie’s sister were still in 
the water. He knew he couldn’t let the 
shark go. There were other kids still in 
danger.”

Jessie’s brother remembers going 
from person to person on the beach 
asking them to call for help and getting 
only a stunned reaction, his mother 
Claire said. He was so frustrated.

Mattie doesn’t talk about it, she 
said. But she has written about it. Vin-
cent was more verbal.

a period where his organs shut down, 
Diana said, “it was touch and go for 
about a month.”

She said during that time, the doc-
tors and hospital took the brunt of the 
media attention, which worked out 
best for everyone.

Claire believes the shark first bit Jes-
sie’s leg. The wound goes completely 
to the bone. Then perhaps Jessie tried 
to push it off of his leg and it took his 
arm, she said.

Sometimes it seems like it happened 
just yesterday.

“I don’t get mad or blame,” she said. 
“My thing was to deal with things as 
they come up.”

Claire and David are fiercely in-
dependent, Claire said, and believe 
bringing Jessie home where he could 
heal surrounded by a loving family has 
been best for him.

The alternative might have been 
shopping the best hospitals for new 
techniques, but she said, “anoxic brain 
injury from blood loss, they don’t 
have much material on that because 
most don’t survive,” so in ways, they’re 
breaking new ground.

“They worked through it in their 
own, very different ways,” Claire said. 
“I’m proud of them.”

Still working through it herself, 
Claire said she’s more likely to talk 
about what’s going on. Her husband 
David, who quit work and stayed with 
Jessie for the difficult first three years 
when he still had a feeding tube, is 
more reserved.

Jessie had almost completely bled 
out when he arrived at the hospital via 
helicopter. His heart had stopped.

“Then suddenly a heart beat came,” 
Claire said, remembering what she 
was told. “And they started doing ev-
erything they could. He had 30 units 
of blood.”

His arm arrived at the hospital lat-
er. The shark had been killed and his 
small arm pulled from its mouth.

Diana Flosenzier said reattaching 
the arm was something the doctors 
could do, so they did it. There wasn’t 
any second-guessing, she said. At the 
time they didn’t know how much the 
blood loss had affected Jessie’s brain.

In recovery at the hospital, he was 
heavily sedated, then he went through 

Top: Claire Arbogast hugs her son Jessie at their home in Ocean Springs, Mississippi. Jessie was attacked by an eight-foot shark in 
Florida in 2001. Bottom: Jessie enjoys a bowling party in the spring of 2001 with his brother Vincent, left, neighborhood friend, 
Patrick, background, and Christopher Idland, front. The boys were celebrating Christopher’s birthday about a week after Jessie’s first 
communion. Jessie Arbogast was attacked by a shark Friday July 6, 2001 near Pensacola, Fl.
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and the family since the July 6 shark 
attack in 2001 that thrust them into 
the national spotlight for weeks.

They have been private in the years 
since and have dealt with Jessie’s dis-
abilities as a family, with a lot of per-
sonal exertion and the help of extend-
ed family. But Claire said she thinks it’s 
time to let the world see Jessie.

She has been hesitant to grant in-
terviews in the past, even though she 
gets requests each year around the an-
niversary of the attack. The national 
and world focus on the event was so 
intense in the weeks afterwards she 
was afraid to stir it up again.

“But we do want people to know 
how he’s doing,” she said, “because 
people have been wonderful. He got 
mail by the droves. We would get mail 
addressed to ‘The Mississippi boy who 
got bit by a shark’ and the post office 
knew where to deliver it.

“I don’t think it was just curiosity; I 
think they cared,” she said.

She said she doesn’t think Jes-
sie remembers any of the attack. He 
watches sharks on television without a 
reaction. But his brother, who is only 
a year older and was in the water near 
him when the bull shark hit, remem-
bers it all.

The incident changed all their lives.
The story was so compelling – how 

his uncle grabbed the 7-foot bull shark 
by the tail and pulled it ashore, how 
Jessie’s arm was fished from the shark’s 
mouth and later reattached, how his 
aunt applied CPR keeping him alive 
until they could reach the hospital af-
ter so much blood had poured from 
his leg wound.

The story stayed in the news and in 
the minds of Americans for all of July 
and most of August that year, until 
9/11.

As Jessie’s story faded from the 
limelight, his family waited for him to 
complete weeks and weeks of hospital-
ization, his parents usually at the hos-
pital and his two brothers and sister at 
home. Then in December 2001, they 
quietly took him home, and he began 
a long, slow recovery.

It was Fourth of July weekend in the 
summer after second grade for Jessie, 
who was 8, when he and a brother and 
sister, Vincent and Mattie, were on va-
cation with their aunt and uncle, Di-
ana and Vance Flosenzier, and Vance’s 
two children, a son and daughter.



Palestinians try cheese-making and produce a fine pecorino
TUBAS, West Bank (MCT) – 

It’s not exactly the romantic Italian 
countryside, but this tiny Palestinian 
sheep farm has become the unlikely 
headquarters for an unusual culinary 
experiment.

A small group of Italian agrono-
mists is trying to transform this 
scruffy hilltop into the Palestin-
ian Tuscany by setting up the West 
Bank’s first Italian cheese factory.

Defying the skeptics – and there 
are many – the Golden Sheep cheese 
factory has established a small but 
growing business selling higher-end 
Italian pecorino, smoked ricotta, 
pear-shaped scamorza, a soft cheese 
and, on an especially fortuitous day, 
maybe some mozzarella.

The thought of setting up an Ital-
ian cheese factory in the West Bank 
would seem fantastical from the 
start.

Why train Palestinians to produce 
an expensive foreign cheese that few 
Palestinians could afford – if they 
liked the taste?

“They think it’s strange, but it’s 
delicious,” said Kamal Daher, one 
of three Palestinian farmers trained 
in the art of Italian cheese-making. 
“OK, it’s an acquired taste.”

Italian agronomist Stefano Baldini 
hatched the idea more than a decade 
ago as a way of helping Palestinian 
farmers and the anemic West Bank 
economy.

Baldini admits that Golden Sheep 
is not for everyone. The comparably 
expensive Italian cheese is made for 

middle- and upper-class Palestinians 
who have lived abroad, as well as the 
endless stream of international aid 
workers, diplomats and journalists 
now living in the region.

“We knew from the beginning 
that this kind of cheese would not 
be for the people in general,” said 
Baldini, who spearheaded the idea 
as local director of Ucodep, an inde-
pendent Italian group that sponsors 
small-development projects around 
the world.

At local tastings, Palestinians un-
accustomed to hard, sharp, Italian 
cheeses tend to find it unpalatable.

“You had to see the faces of the 
people when they tasted it for the 
first time,” said Matteo Crosetti, a 
Ucodep project coordinator in the 
West Bank.

But the cheese is proving to be 
increasingly popular with the target 
niche market.

“It’s like going to Rome and find-
ing hummus and falafel,” Daher 
said. “For foreigners, it’s like finding 
treats from home.”

Baldini first tried to bring Italian 
cheese-making to the West Bank 
in 1996, when Ucodep sent two 
Palestinian farmers to Italy to learn 
how to make one of Italy’s signature 
cheeses: mozzarella.

Back on the West Bank, they 
discovered that the local cow’s milk 
wasn’t well suited for mozzarella. 
The cheese was stone hard.

A decade later, Baldini tried 
again.

At first, even the Palestinians he 
wanted to run the cheese factory 
were skeptical.

Reluctantly, a couple of Palestin-
ian cheese-makers went through 
training in Italy. Then Italian cheese-
makers converged on this hilltop 
farm where they could instantly ana-
lyze the milk and figure out how to 
work with it.

The cheese factory is little more 
than an enlarged kitchen and a small 
pantry that has been converted into 
a rudimentary ripening room to age 
cheese.

Their cheese smoker is a hollowed-
out refrigerator.

There are sporadic power outages 
that make it hard to keep a steady 
temperature in the ripening room.

In the summer, they throw water 
on the floor and wet blankets over 
the windows to keep ever-important 
humidity levels high enough for the 
aging process.

Faced with the challenges, Ucodep 
is now helping to dig an under-
ground cave on the farm that they 
hope will become the new ripening 
room.

After some trial and error, Golden 
Sheep has established a reputation 
for producing good Italian cheeses.

“I can say that the quality of 
pecorino now is very, very good,” 
Baldini said. “Comparing it with 
Italian pecorino, it is good.”

A visiting reporter found the aged 
pecorino remarkably good. To ca-
ter to local tastes, the factory also 

Kamal Daher, one of a select few Palestinian farmers trained to makeItalian cheeses, holds a round of pecorino in the ripening room of 
the West Bank’s only Italian cheese factory in Tubas, West Bank.
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makes a pecorino with a mix of the 
local thyme-sesame seed herbal mix 
known as zatar.

Even with a decent pecorino, 
Golden Sheep has few places to sell 
it. The cheese-makers have no li-
cense to sell in Israel, the market for 
90 percent of West Bank exports.

In December, the World Bank 

noted that West Bank trade is severe-
ly constrained by increasing Israeli 
border restrictions to the east and 
inadequate Jordanian alternatives to 
the west.

For the West Bank economy to 
thrive, the World Bank reported, Is-
rael would have to make it easier for 
Palestinian products to reach global 

markets.
Without a refrigeration truck, 

Golden Sheep sells few soft cheeses 
across the West Bank. And even get-
ting the cheeses to West Bank stores 
is hampered by long delays at Israeli 
military checkpoints.

As for the mozzarella, well, they 
are still working on it.

A gardener’s love is a red, red rose (or a white or a pink …)
NEWPORT NEWS, Va. (MCT) 

– Mother’s Day and roses naturally 
go together.

Maybe it’s because early May is 
when roses begin to bloom best. 
Maybe it’s because a red rose sym-
bolizes the beauty of motherhood. 
Regardless, the blooms on a rose are 
always a joy to see.

For Cindy Dunlap, roses remind 
her of her mother  and father who 

like nothing better than puttering in 
their garden.

“My parents, who live in Texas, 
have always been avid gardeners,” 
says Cindy, 61, who lives in York-
town, Va. “Dad was an American 
Rose Society judge for years and is 
past president of the Fort Worth 
Rose Society and Fort Worth Botan-
ical Society. My mother was on the 
board of both organizations. So, I 

was surrounded by beautiful gardens 
all my life.”

As an adult, Cindy continued to 
garden but roses joined her plant 
pals only about 10 years ago.

“I always was fearful that my ef-
forts wouldn’t produce the results 
that I so loved in the gardens of my 
youth,” she says. “But, then, my dad 
encouraged me and I got my toes 
wet, and now I am in love with every 

bloom in the garden.”
Cindy cares for about 60 roses 

in her yard – all kinds including 
climbers, long-stemmed hybrid teas 
and bouquet-like grandifloras and 
floribundas. Lately, she’s interested 
in miniatures – they have such won-
derful names like Bee’s Knees, Rise 
n’ Shine, Cupcake and My Honey, 
she says.

“Of course, I have Knockouts,” 

she says. “How easy can you get? 
During Hurricane Isabel, my 
Knockouts, which had gotten large, 
fell over with their roots out of the 
ground. After the hurricane, I stood 
them up and tamped down the earth 
around them. They are as lovely as 
ever today.”

If you are a newcomer to ros-
es, Cindy suggests you start with 
Knockouts because they are no-fuss 

roses that always look good. She likes 
the red, double red and pink colors.

“You will feel a sense of accom-
plishment and pride and a feeling 
that you made 
the world a bit 
lovelier by car-
ing for these 
r e m a r k a b l e 
plants,” she 
says.
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You don’t have to be an NFL star like Reggie Bush to be a player! Just Get up and play an hour a day!  It’s 
a great way to be healthy, have fun, and avoid a lazy penalty. Being healthy and staying active is important.  
Visit smallstep.gov to learn about fun ways to get an hour of exercise a day!

Dalai Lama urges unity in visit to Harvard
Emma R. Carron & Melody Y. Hu

From the Harvard Crimson
Courtesty of UWIRE

One must not only “educate the mind, but also the heart,” the Dalai Lama said Thurs-
day morning to a rapt audience at Memorial Church in a speech entitled, “Educating the 
Heart.”

The Divinity School and the Graduate School of Education co-hosted the 14th Dalai 
Lama Tenzin Gyatso, the spiritual leader of Tibet. After traditional Tibetan dance perfor-
mances and introductory remarks by Divinity School Dean William A. Graham and School 

of Education Dean Kathleen McCartney, audience members stood in anticipation as the Dalai 
Lama entered the hall and proceeded on stage.

The Dalai Lama lightened the mood when he began by saying that “the first task is to 
remove the shoe,” and doing so with a chuckle. He sat cross-legged on the wooden throne, 
which was specially constructed for the event by local Tibetans.

He spoke casually and conversationally to the audience, giving the speech an “intimate feel-
ing,” in the words of Cristina Y. Remond, a first-year student at the Divinity School.

Despite his light-hearted and easy-going demeanor, the Dalai Lama’s message was a serious 
– and uniting – one.

“Mentally, emotionally, physically we are the same,” the Dalai Lama said. “Therefore on that 
level we can communicate easily.”

He emphasized infusing education with compassion. “The brain alone will not bring joyful-
ness or happiness,” the Dalai Lama said, adding that “one must practice love, compassion.”

Compassion is common to all religions, he said, stressing interfaith understanding.
School of Education spokeswoman Amy Rollins said that the Dalai Lama’s message exempli-

fied the school’s mission statement, “to generate knowledge to improve the life of all learners.”
“He frames education as a life goal instead of something that happens for 12 years in 

school,” she said.
Audience members expressed enthusiasm for the Dalai Lama’s ideas.

Allyson R. Lent, a first-year student at the Divinity School studying to be ordained in a Uni-
tarian Universalist church, said she wants to spread the Dalai Lama’s message about compassion 
to her own communities.

Daniel M. Dion, a student in his final year studying Catholic theology, said, “I care about 
inter-religious dialogue, and it’s important to have the possibility of dialogue, especially in my 
faith.”

The Dalai Lama wanted to hear from the students and faculty, according to Rollins, and he 
took questions from the audience after his speech.

When asked whether he has ever doubted his faith, the Dalai Lama replied with a quick 
“No,” eliciting laughter from the audience.

Following the talk, the Dalai Lama proceeded outside for a tree-planting ceremony, where 
he planted a special hybrid birch tree, created from Eastern and Western birch tree strains by 
Harvard’s Arnold Arboretum. University President Drew G. Faust also presented him with a 
commemorative picture to honor his visit.

“It’s interesting to see him in a Western setting, and not his native setting,” said Neethi A. 
Venkateswaran, a Divinity School student in her final year of study.

“You can interact with the Dalai Lama in many ways,” said Remond. “You can go into it with 
thoughts and 
expectations, 
or go in 
completely 
open, lis-
ten with 
your heart, 
and allow 
yourself to 
be trans-
formed.”

Concerns rise over access to recruits through Facebook
Bryan Roy

From the Arizona Daily Wildcat
Courtesy of UWIRE

Incoming Arizona basketball re-
cruit Kyryl Natyazhko flew into 
Tucson for an official visit on Friday. 
Typically, those private trips stay se-
cluded to the coaching staff and the 
player.

But hundreds of fans already 
knew about his visit, despite the lack 
of mainstream media coverage.

And hundreds of fans already 
considered him a friend, too, before 
he even stepped foot on campus.

Friends on Facebook, that is.
On today’s ever-evolving social 

networking Web sites, fans have 
gained unprecedented direct access 
to their favorite players, specifically 
at the collegiate level.

“Right when I made my an-
nouncement, people were going 
crazy with support,” Natyazhko said 
in a phone interview on Monday. “I 
had like 300 friends before (the re-
cruiting process).”

And now he has more than 700 
and an outpouring of wall posts and 
comments from Arizona fans across 
the country. The Dnipropetrovsk, 
Ukraine, native officially committed 
to become a Wildcat for the 2009-
10 season on April 11.

The four-star recruit, currently at 
IMG Academy in Florida, said he 
enjoyed his official visit with other 
committed incoming freshman 
cSolomon Hill and Kevin Parrom.

But you already knew that, right 
friends?

“Just talked to Kyryl on Facebook. 
He said that he and Kevin Parrom 

are having an incredible time in Tuc-
son,” wrote a member of the fan mes-
sage board on GOAZCATS.com. 
“He said they both absolutely love it. 
... He also told me that he is staying 
at the Marriott and the coaches are 
taking them out to dinner tonight, 
obviously. Kyryl is a really cool dude 
and very easy to talk to.”

Then another user posted this en-
suing response in the thread: “You 
talking (to) a recruit on Facebook is 
kind of weird.”

As Facebook continues to remain 
the most overwhelmingly popular 
Web site for college students, privacy 
concerns continue to rise – especial-
ly when high profile student-athletes 
reveal personal information publicly 
available to everybody.

By default upon creation, Face-
book profiles can be seen by every-
body. The exposure of personal in-
formation, photos and interaction 
with friends poses a threat to every 
user - not just student-athletes who 
write the headlines.

But the difference between your 
average UA student and Chase 
Budinger is popularity, causing a po-
tential liability of Arizona Athletics’ 
image.

UA athletic director Jim Liven-
good said he knows the risks as-
sociated with his student-athletes’ 
Facebook pages, but in no way can 
control the information they choose 
to reveal about themselves.

“The Facebook police, if you will, 
don’t really exist,” Livengood said 
last week. “That’s the way the world 
is right now with the Internet. I 
think we have to understand a little 
bit more, deal with it, but in no way 

are we going to be able to stop it.”
Persuasion through the fans
After spending the weekend in 

Tucson, Natyazhko wrote on Sun-
day “at the airport. on the way back 
to Florida,” which gathered almost a 
dozen responses from fans.

“Tell Kevin welcome to the Wild-
cat family,” commented UA fan John 
Mattes, referring to Parrom who is 
a three-star recruit and spent the 
weekend with Natyazhko and Hill.

“He’s wit us,” Natyazhko wrote 
back.

With Natyazhko’s nearly 400-
friend increase 
throughout his 
recruiting pro-
cess, the pressure 
to decide which 
school comes 
with the added 
pressure of each 
respective fan 
bases.

Na t y a z h k o , 
who originally gave ASU a verbal 
commitment, became a subject of 
attention and feedback after decom-
mitting to become a Wildcat.

“Bad choice on the UA, hope 
you are ready to get beat by (ASU’s 
Rihards) Kuksiks and (incoming 
ASU freshman Ruslan) Pateev for 
a few years,” commented ASU fan 
Tyler Weston Smith on Natyazhko’s 
wall.

Just as fans trash talk in real life, 
the Duel in the Desert suddenly 
heated up right on Natyazhko’s very 
own Facebook page.

“BEAR DOWN KREAL! For 
those ASU fans who might give you 
shit, just point them in the direction 

of McDonalds,” responded UA fan 
James Clark.

Those are the types of comments 
that make the NCAA cringe. This 
month, one fan at North Carolina 
State created a Facebook group urg-
ing John Wall, the Class of 2009’s 
top-ranked recruit, to pick the Wolf-
pack.

N.C. State’s compliance direc-
tor Michelle Lee requested that the 
group’s creator, freshman Taylor 
Moseley, take down the Facebook 
group in fear of NCAA rules prohib-
iting Web sites that may influence a 

recruit’s decision.
Moseley agreed 

to the terms and 
renamed the group 
“Bring a National 
Title back to NC 
STATE!” with pho-
tos of Wall posted in 
the group.

“I think nation-
ally the NCAA 

needs to address further Facebook 
and how these groups play a part in 
recruiting,” Lee told The Associated 
Press. “Is it realistic for us to be able 
to monitor them? What harm is a 
group like this causing? But as the 
legislation stands right now, this is 
the position we have to take.”

There are currently dozens of 
similar groups on Facebook regard-
ing highly touted undecided ‘09 re-
cruit Lance Stephenson, potentially 
UA head coach Sean Miller’s next 
target.

On Sunday, the New York Daily 
News reported that Miller would be 
a “big-time push” for Stephenson, 
who would give Arizona its fourth 

incoming freshman for next season.
But on Facebook, the bluntly ti-

tled groups such as “Memphis Wants 
Lance Stephenson!!” and “Lance 
Stephenson Maryland wants you” 
are still in tact, acting as an outside 
recruiting tactic designed by fans.

Whether those groups actually 
make an impact on a recruit’s deci-
sion remains to be seen. Orlando 
Sentinel columnist Iliana Limon 
said after interviewing more than 
100 prospective NCAA football and 
basketball players, none of them said 
Facebook had any affect.

Current players also find dan-
ger

Last April, current UA football 
player Josh Lewis found himself at 
the center of attention when an in-
appropriate video leaked onto the 
Internet.

In the video, which received more 
than 100,000 views on YouTube, 
Lewis appeared to be reaching up 
a female’s dress at a large Starr Pass 
apartment complex pool party. 

The video became highly publi-
cized after it was posted on the pop-
ular gossip Web site TheDirty.com.

UA football coach Mike Stoops 
indefinitely suspended Lewis.

“If I do something bizarre at 
a party that I know is going to be 
not very good, I might get pictures 
taken,” Livengood said. “When I 
figure out the next day that it can be 
harmful, it’s too late. That’s the scary 
thing.”

Livengood said every incoming 
student-athlete receives an extensive 
orientation that informs them of the 
dangers and potential harm of post-
ing something regretful.

While it’s illegal for a public uni-
versity to punish student-athletes 
for expressing an opinion, which 
includes the dangers Facebook, Liv-
engood has been extremely sensitive 
when advising his athletes to take 
down photos.

“We’ve done that before. We’re 
very careful about doing that,” Liv-
engood said. “We’re also trying to be 
careful not to manage the student 
athlete’s entire life. That’s not right.

“There have been a number of 
student-athletes who have not got-
ten jobs for doing some of those odd 
things posted on Facebook. It’s just 
impossible to control it. I think the 
only thing we can do is with every 
student-athlete, make sure people 
are aware of the dangers.”

Awaiting a decision
On Nic Wise’s new Twitter ac-

count, he writes “Get paid $225,000 
tax free overseas next year or be 
top 5 best PG’s in the nation next 
year….”

With his decision out in the pub-
lic – one that certainly will impact 
the 2009-10 season - can fans poten-
tially influence him to come back?

“It’s not a factor,” Miller said last 
week. “Some people like attention, 
some people want to be recruited, 
some people love drama. And then 
there are others who don’t want to 
take part in that. Each kid’s differ-
ent. Nic is going about it in his own 
way and I respect that.”

Commented Stephen Diener on 
Wise’s Facebook page: “You’re good, 
but need to step it up to a whole 
‘nother level for those 3 letters 
(NBA). And if it doesn’t pan out, 
you’ll have a degree to fall back on.”

““You talking (to) a 
recruit on Facebook 
is kind of weird.

– Facebook post
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Titan Editorial
Providing insight, analysis
 and perspective since 1960

‘Paris-social’ losers

Any feedback, positive or negative, is encouraged, 
as we strive to keep an open dialogue with our 
readership. The Daily Titan reserves the right to edit 
letters for length, grammar and spelling. Direct all 
comments, questions or concerns along with your 
full name and major to the Daily Titan Opinion 
Desk at opinion@dailytitan.com.

Articles written for the Daily Titan by columnists, other Cal State Fullerton students or guests do not 
necessarily reflect the view of the Daily Titan or Daily Titan Editorial Board. Only the editorials are 
representative of the views of the Daily Titan Editorial Board. 

Letters 
to the
Editor:

FOr ThE rECOrD

There is a time in everyone’s 
life when they look up to a cer-
tain person to help them get 
through tough times, or they just 
need someone to talk to. 

Is it bad when it is a fictional 
character played by a famous 
face? 

A para-social relationship is a 
one-sided relationship with a ce-
lebrity or an audience. This term 
was coined in 1957 by Donald 
horton and r. richard Wohl. 
It’s an illusion of a face-to-face 
relationship between a spectator 
and a performer. 

One party knows a large 
amount about the other, but 
the other does not. Para-social 
relationships can be unhealthy 
because the dependency on the 
celebrity or the fictional character 
can be too much. 

A person with a strong para-
social relationship may try to be 
just like them and put themselves 
in danger. If the relationship is 
abnormal the person involved 
may change the way they are so 
they can feel a closer relationship 
with this other person. 

For example, if someone idol-
izes the way Dr. house from the 
show “house M.D.” diagnoses 
his patients, they may think that 
when they are really sick, they 
would want house to operate 
even though his character is com-
pletely fictional. 

Other examples include idoliz-

ing celebrities like Britney Spears 
or Lindsay Lohan. Girls who 
want to be like these starlets may 
go to the extremes that these ce-
lebrities have. 

Impressionable, young girls 
might participate in the same ac-
tions these celebrities did – like 
shaving their heads because Brit-
ney Spears did it. 

The girls would not think there 
is anything wrong because that is 
the relationship they have with 
them. Para-social relationships are 
present in many peoples’ lives. 

The level of the relationships 
depends on the person. MTV’s 
reality show “I Wanna Be Paris’ 
New BFF!” is an example of a 
para-social relationship. 

Women who participate in 
this show do and say whatever 
Paris hilton says because they 
want to be her “best friend for-
ever.” These women go through 
several obstacle courses to prove 
that they are cool enough to be 
hilton’s friend. 

The participants will dye their 
hair, talk and walk a certain way 
to look the way a best friend to 
hilton would look. One obstacle 
is to look good on a roller coaster 
because you never know when 
there is someone taking a photo. 

Participants like this are not 
average people. Their priorities 
are completely different. 

If one’s goal is to be Paris hil-
ton’s best friend, that’s just sad.

Autism Speaks is the world’s larg-
est and most prominent autism ad-
vocacy organization. Through its 
partnerships with Toys “r” Us and 
other businesses and its stable of 
celebrity spokespeople, it is able to 
raise well more than $30 million per 
year.

It would be natural to assume that 
donating to such a medical charity 
would be a good thing. Advances in 
the efforts to cure diseases such as 
breast cancer and AIDS have come 
largely as a result of widespread 
public concern. Wouldn’t a few dol-
lars one might otherwise spend on 
luxury items be better placed in the 
hands of Autism Speaks?

Such an organization would be 
well deserving of your and my sup-
port.

however, such an organization 
also would be pretty much the polar 
opposite of Autism Speaks.

Autism Speaks, whose sole con-
cern seems to be “fix(ing)” those with 
autism, engages in scaremongering, 
distorts facts and dehumanizes those 
they are supposedly speaking for, all 
as a matter of policy.

Autism Speaks has likened hav-
ing autism to being in a car wreck, 

being struck by lightning and being 
fatally ill. Autistic children are said 
to have been “kidnapped” from their 
families.

Learning to live with and under-
stand a person’s autism-related char-
acteristics is not an option – autism 
must be defeated, and the person 
rescued.

This attitude has been most effec-
tively distilled in an advertisement 
designed by the unrelated New York 
University Child Study Center.

The ad, which is presented in the 
form of a ransom note, reads, “We 
have your son. We will make sure he 
will not be able to care for himself or 
interact socially as long as he lives. 
This is only the beginning. [From] 
Autism.”

Autism Speaks is abundantly ea-
ger to engage in these tactics. 

The incitement of hysteria fills 
Autism Speaks’ coffers, but at the 
cost of further alienating a group of 
individuals who already face numer-
ous social challenges.

The most unsettling example I’ve 
seen of Autism Speaks’ dehumaniza-
tion of autistic individuals is con-
tained in their 2006 film “Autism 
Every Day,” which features, among 
other things, a mother claiming that 
she would have murdered her autis-
tic daughter but for the existence of 
her other, neurotypical daughter.

That this would have been an in-
sane or at least critically misinformed 
choice is not highlighted.

Individuals on the autism spec-
trum, when not being obliquely 
portrayed as soulless androids, are 
turned into mascots.

My favorite example of this is the 
Toys “r” Us-associated charity that 
offered donators of $10 or more a 
complementary tote bag decorated 
with art by a real autistic person. Oh 
boy! For $20 can I get a souvenir 
photo taken with him, too?

how is it, one might wonder, that 
an autism advocacy organization 
could be comfortable promoting 
these views?

Why don’t those autistic indi-
viduals involved in the group’s run-
ning do something to moderate its 
speech?

The answer is that the autistic are 
not represented, even by a single in-
dividual, in the group’s leadership.

Perhaps having an autistic board 
member would betray the fact that 
autism doesn’t render one totally 
nonfunctional.

Autism Speaks is like an all-white 
NAACP.

The organization also spends a 
significant portion of its budget re-
searching the connection between 
childhood vaccination and autism.

The hypothesis that vaccination 
can lead to autism is unsupported 
by any evidence and runs counter 
to what we do know about autism’s 
probably primarily genetic basis. 

But this has not stopped Autism 
Speaks from pouring funding into 
research on the topic, presumably 
in the hope of finding a link which 
would accentuate the paranoia 
around autism.

The truth is that, while individu-
als on the autism spectrum face dif-
ficulty integrating into a society con-
structed by and for the neurotypical, 

many autism-associated idiosyncra-
sies are useful and positive.

Take, for example, the character-
istic attention to detail and fascina-
tion with repetition that led artist 
Andy Warhol, who was probably 
autistic, to create some of his most 
recognizable works.

recognizable contemporary in-
dividuals on the autism spectrum 
include actors Dan Aykroyd and 
Daryl hannah, singers Ladyhawke, 
Gary Numan, Craig Nicholls (of the 
Vines) and Peter Tork (of the Mon-
kees).

In fact, many high-functioning 
autistic individuals and individuals 
with Asperger syndrome (“aspies,” 
for the hip) prefer to live as they are, 
regardless of the inconvenience, and 
find the notion that they must be 
rescued from the ravening demon of 
their autism insulting.

But, even if one accepts the prem-
ise that autism must be controlled 
(presumably through prenatal test-
ing and abortion, as with Down syn-
drome), Autism Speaks remains an 
unprincipled organization that ac-
tually fights the understanding and 
acceptance of the people it purports 
to represent.

If you’d like to contribute to an 
organization making an effective ef-
fort to improve the lives of autistic 
individuals, I’d suggest the Autistic 
Self-Advocacy Network, found on-
line at www.autisticadvocacy.org.

The next time a Toys “r” Us ca-
shier tries to guilt you into giving a 
few dollars to Autism Speaks, buy 
yourself an oversized Chupa Chups 
instead.

Autistics can ‘speak’ for themselves

By ZAc SmiTh
For the Oklahoma Daily

Courtesy of Uwire

rather than educate 
the public, organization 
promotes ignorance and 
hysteria about autism.
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To go to Mexico, or not go to 
Mexico?

Is the swine flu something I should 
really be concerned about?

Right about now the only thing 
I’m really looking forward to, since 
leaving this island is pretty much 
inevitable, is taking off on my next 
adventure. 

Of course I’m looking forward to 
graduation and having 
one of my mother’s 
home-cooked 
meals, but 
knowing 
that I fi-
nally get 
a n 

opportunity to “get back to my 
roots” is something I’ve been look-
ing forward to my entire life.

Growing up as a first-generation 
Mexican-American, most of my 
family members are bilingual and 
speak fluent Spanish. 

At large family gatherings the pri-
mary spoken language is Spanish. 

The majority of my family mem-
bers are familiar with mariachi and 

cumbia music and dancing. 
My Spanish-speaking 

ability pretty much 
ends with naming 

Mexican entrées and 
phrases like “How 
much is this?” and 
“Where’s the rest-
room?”

Don’t even 
think about asking 

me to dance cum-
bia with 

you.
I 

never had the luxury of 
a conversation with 
my great-grand-
parents. 

I’m sure 
they had 
plenty of 
great sto-
ries  about 
growing 
up in 
M e x i c o 
and emi-
grating to 
the States.

My grand-
mother is get-
ting older and, 
although my broth-
ers may disagree with 
me, her English-speaking 
ability seems to be fading with every 
year that passes. 

I’m already disappointed in my 
inability to communicate with my 
Spanish-speaking relatives, and I’d 
be remiss if I let this continue.

Assimilation is a term that has lin-
gered in the back of my head since I 
was old enough to comprehend it. 

It is also at the root of my con-
cern. 

My culture is a gift and I must 
find a way to preserve it, aside from 
accurately pronouncing entrées and 
enjoying quality tequila, while still 
appreciating the positive aspects of 
American culture.

This can have contradicting ef-
fects on my life and others’ who 
may find themselves in similar 

situations. 
On one hand, you want to 

keep your eyes set on developing 
the life you and your parents have 

worked hard to support, associated 
with education and life in America, 

whi le 
on the 

o t h e r 
hand sus-

taining your cul-
tural values.

But as I grow older I can recog-
nize that a balance has not been 
maintained. 

There has been no significant ef-
fort on my part to even learn the 
language, which is essentially the 
gatekeeper to my culture. 

The only time I’ve spent in Mexi-
co is on surf trips to Baja and a high 
school graduation trip to Cancun.

But the time has come. After seven 
years spent attaining my bachelor’s 
degree, I’m off to the motherland. 

I’m shacking up with an uncle, 
whom I’ve never met before, and 
staying in Michoacán – the Mexican 
state my family comes from. 

My uncle speaks broken English 
and with his help, as well as enrolling 
in a Spanish school while on my vis-
it, I’ll be coming back a little more in 
touch with my roots and hopefully 
capable of having a conversation – in 
Spanish – with my grandmother.

So can the swine flu keep me away 
from getting back to my roots? Ab-
solutely not. 

Daily Titan Columnist

Ambiguous Inspiration 
By Jeremiah Rivera

“I don’t care how you think ... just think”

Assimilated Mexican gets back to his ‘raíces’ University administrators and 
employees took action in several re-
cent incidents prompting renewed 
concern among student journalists 
and First Amendment lawyers.

The possible infringments 
against collegiate media outlets 
include removing unfavorable cov-
erage, suspending publication and 
requesting journalists aid in a pos-
sible prosecution.

In two instances, university-
affiliated employees have removed 
newspapers from racks to hide 
damaging headlines. Recently staff 
at the Boston University admis-
sions office were accused of hiding 
copies of The Daily Free Press dis-
playing headlines about BU medi-
cal student and accused “Craigslist 
Killer” Philip Markoff — a move 
that many speculate was meant to 
hide the story from prospective 
students.

Posts on Facebook claimed that 
this isn’t the first time admissions-
office staff has removed papers. 
The Daily Free Press published an 
editorial condemning the act, argu-
ing that it is “ridiculous for BU to 
think that news of Philip Markoff’s 
arraignment or suspension is some-
how going to deter prospective stu-
dents from attending BU.”

“BU’s decision to censor any-
thing negative about the university 
from prospective students can only 
backfire,” the editorial says. “The 
presence of a daily independent 
newspaper on campus can be, and 
should be, a big draw for students 
who are considering attending 
BU.”

A similar issue arose at MIT in 
March when two university police 
officers admitted to recycling 300 
copies of university newspaper 
The Tech on the day the publica-

tion featured a prominent headline 
about the arrest of a campus police 
officer on drug charges. MIT fired 
one of the officers.

According to Gene Policinski, 
vice president and executive direc-
tor of the First Amendment Center, 
people would never remove cop-
ies of commercial papers like the 
Boston Globe and the New York 
Times from racks, but they tend 
to be more bold when it comes to 
campus papers. Nevertheless, he 
said it’s often a crime and should 
be prosecuted as such, and even if 
the act is legal, it violates the spirit 
of the First Amendment.

“If it’s an issue or subject mat-
ter that somebody finds distasteful, 
they may well be within their rights 
to remove it from their view — the 
first amendment doesn’t say any-
thing about forcing people to read 
a newspaper,” Policinski said. “But 
I think it’s probably a fool’s errand 
to think that you’re going to keep 
that news from certain groups or 
prospective students.”

Questions regarding univer-
sity influence over campus press 
have arisen in other places as well 
— editors at Cedars, Cedarville 
University’s newspaper, decided to 
suspend publication after the Bap-
tist school’s administration tried to 
shut out liberal bias in the paper.

And when riots broke out at 
the University of Minnesota April 
25, university officials asked for 
photographs taken by Minnesota 
Daily staff so they could identify 
and possibly prosecute individu-
als involved in the riot. According 
to the Minneapolis Star Tribune, 
Minnesota Daily Editor-in-Chief 
Vadim Lavrusik refused to supply 
the photos, saying that doing so 
would have “repercussions on stu-
dents and potentially their educa-
tion at the university, and that’s not 
something that news organizations 
do.”

University press 
under pressure

By JAmes mcmAhon
For Uwire



Track and field team sprints to end of the season
By mario aguirre

Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

Members of the Cal State Ful-
lerton track and field team have 
endured grueling hours, intense 
training and unfavorable weather 
conditions throughout a 14-week 
season, all for an opportunity to go 
to Irvine and compete in the Big 
West Conference Championships.

That time has arrived.
The Titans will wind down their 

season this weekend with the Oxy 
Invitational and Big West Com-
bined Events before a select few take 
part in the Big West Championships 
May 15-16.

The Titans will head into this 
weekend having posted qualifying 
marks in several events in the Asics/

Steve Scott Invitation at UC Irvine 
May 2-3.

Senior distance runner Juliane 
Masciana headlined the Titans’ ac-
complishments this past weekend 
with a first-place school-record 
finish of 10:15.96 in the women’s 
3,000-meter steeplechase.

Her mark bested second place 
Bethany Nickless, unattached, by 
24.05 seconds.

Masciana’s mark also eclipsed last 
year’s then-record-breaking 10:26.62 
time by Carolyn Ellis.

It also elevated Masciana to third-
best all-time Big West, third in the 
West region and No. 14 in the na-
tion.

“I was really, really excited,” Mas-
ciana said. “I expected to run fast, 
but not that fast.”

Bonnie Sorensen finished tied for 

third in the long jumps at 19-4 1/4 
inches, just an inch short of the long 
jump standard.

Sorensen, however, toppled her 
previous best by approximately half 
of a foot.

The record, according to the 
school’s athletics Web site, is credit-
ed to Anna Doty at 19-5 1/4 inches 
in 2002.

“Bonnie had a great performance 
– really great break-through for her,” 
Head Coach John Elders said. “She 
had some other jumps that were re-
ally barely fouls, so we’re really ex-
cited with what could happen with 
her.”

Ciara Short returned to action 
Sunday after sitting out the Lister 
Classic. 

Short, showing no loss in rhythm, 
placed first in the women’s 400-me-

ter dash at 53.86 seconds.
She also finished second in the 

women’s 200-meter dash at 24.07 
seconds, being edged out by Victo-
ria Barr, unattached, who came in at 
23.96 seconds.

Jameena Hunt, who competed in 
the women’s discus Sunday, posted 
an NCAA Regional qualifying mark 
with a 159-9 inches finish, a school 
record.

Hunt bested her school record by 
five inches, which she set in 2007.

But more importantly, Hunt 
moved up to No. 2 in the Big West 
in the discus and will compete in the 
upcoming regionals in a month. 

She’s already qualified in the shot 
put.

Grace Gonzales had a second place 
finish in the women’s 5,000-meter 
run at 17:06.72, falling 3.08 seconds 

behind Long Beach State’s Sarah Ap-
gar.

“That was one of her better races 
of the year,” Elders noted.

CSUF’s Brent Handa placed sec-
ond in the men’s 5,000-meter run, 
clocking 14:37.27, a personal re-
cord.

“I thought it went pretty good,” 
Handa said. “I was pretty happy 
overall. I know I could run faster, 
but it’s a step in the right direction.”

In the men’s high jump, Titan 
Johnathan Golden took first at 2.10 
meters (6-10.75 inches).

Andrew Sullivan finished atop the 
men’s pole vault competition post-
ing a 5.05-meter mark (16-06.75 
inches).

Sunday, Golden won a jump off 
over Oklahoma’s Paul Gill after the 
two cleared the 6-10 3/4 inches 

mark.
Sullivan, who placed first in the 

men’s pole vault with a personal best, 
captured another NCAA regional 
qualifier Sunday.

When asked which Titan he be-
lieved had the more impressive per-
formance, Elders said, “It’s kind of 
splitting hairs. I mean, really, there 
were a lot of great performances.”

Masciana echoed the same senti-
ment.

“It was a good weekend all 
around. There’s a lot of people that 
set personal records for themselves,” 
she said. “It’s the last week before 
conference, so everyone’s pushing to 
do well.”

The Titans will practice every day 
this week in preparation for the Oxy 
Invitational and Big West Combined 
Events.

IN OTHER NEWS

Titans sign junior guard from Missouri State

MEN’S BASKETBALL

No. 6 Titans overpower Wildcats in 5-2 victory

BASEBALL

Josh Fellhauer homered and dou-
bled and three Titan pitchers com-
bined to strike out 11 Arizona hitters 
Tuesday night as No. 6-ranked Cal 
State Fullerton beat the Wildcats, 
5-2, in a non-conference game.

Fellhauer doubled and scored to 
break a 2-2 tie in the third inning 
and then hit a two-run home run in 
the fifth to help the Titans win their 
tenth game in the last 11 and im-
prove to 33-12. Arizona fell to .500 
at 22-22.

Kevin Rath (3-1) allowed both U 
of A runs, one earned, in five innings 
and got credit for the win. He struck 
out five. 

Travis Kelly worked three innings 
of one-hit relief and fanned four 
while Nick Ramirez picked up his 
third save with a perfect ninth in-
ning that featured two strikeouts. 

Joe Allison (3-1), the first of five 
Arizona pitchers, took the loss.

Arizona took an early 1-0 lead in 
the top of the first around a Dillon 

Baird double and had the bases load-
ed with none out. But Rath struck 
out Steve Selsky, Bobby Coyle and 
Dwight Childs to escape the jam. 
Arizona’s second run came in the 
third and tied the game at 2-2.

Baird led off with a single, moved 
to second when third baseman Joey 
Siddons threw wide after fielding 
Jett Bandy’s ground ball, went to 
third on a fly ball and scored on a 
sacrifice fly by Selsky.

The Titans got a leadoff home run 
from Christian Colon, who hit No. 
7 down the left-field line.

A single by Dustin Garneau, two 
balks and Joe Scott’s single in the 
bottom of the second put Fullerton 
ahead briefly, 2-1.

Khris Davis’ sacrifice fly in the 
third scored Fellhauer and put the 
Titans ahead to stay at 3-2.

The two-game series concludes 
Wednesday night at 6 p.m.. Nei-
ther team has announced a probable 
starting pitcher.

Devon Peltier, a 5-foot-11 com-
bination guard from Missouri State 
University-West Plains, has signed a 
national letter of intent to continue 
his basketball career in 2009-10 at 
Cal State Fullerton.

The incoming junior averaged 17 
points a game in 2008-09 for the 
Grizzlies, who compete in  Region 
16 of the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) and 
play full schedules with teams from 
throughout the midwest.

He shot 51 percent from the floor, 
46 percent from the 3-point line (86 
of 188) and 87 percent from the 
free-throw line while averaging 2.5 
rebounds and 1.3 assists.

 He was selected to the All-Region 
16 team.

    “He is a very prolific scorer,” said 
CSUF Associate Head Coach Andy 
Newman, who coordinates Fuller-
ton’s recruiting. “He’s a combination 
guard.  He made seven or eight treys 
in a 32-point game against Carl Al-
bert State.”

Peltier will be asked to help replace 
the offensive production of guard 
Josh Akognon, who was sixth in the 
nation in scoring at 23.9 points per 

game last season for the Titans.
Akognon was second in the coun-

try in 3-point field goals, making 
an average of 4.3 per game (136 for 
366, .372).    

The Grizzlies finished 14-17 last 
season for first-year Head Coach 
Yancey Walker.

They lost in the first round of the 
Region 16 playoffs to Moberly Area 
College, 74-71, despite 23 points by 
Peltier on 7-of-12 shooting (2 of 5 
treys).

They had beaten Moberly, 69-59, 
in their previous game.

    Peltier is a native of St. Thomas, 
Virgin Islands, but moved to Kansas 
City, Missouri, to live with his aunt, 
attend high school and further de-
velop his basketball game.

He prepped at Raytown High 
School in Kansas City.

He has played in the Centrobas-
ket Tournament and Caribbean Bas-
ketball Championships as well as the 
St. Thomas Amateur Basketball As-
sociation Summer Open League.  

He also participated in Basketball 
Without Borders Americas, an NBA-
sponsored camp held in Puerto Rico 
prior to his senior season.

StorieS courteSy of titan media relationS

Lakers must step up against Houston
(MCT)- In the final analysis, the 

Lakers were both rested and rusted.
When they went back to work af-

ter a week long layoff Monday night, 
their first order of business was redis-
covering their game.

It was a difficult search right from 
the start. 

They lacked rhythm most of all.
The result was a dispiriting 100-

92 loss to the Houston Rockets in 
Game 1 of their second-round play-
off series at Staples Center.

Their lack of fine-tuning was evi-
dent from the opening tip and they 
fell with a thud to the more polished 
Rockets.

“Well, that was no surprise to us, 
at least to me,” Lakers coach Phil 
Jackson said. “But the outcome of 
that game, it’s not as bad as it seems. 
We’re OK. We feel confident we’ll 
come back and give a good effort on 
Wednesday night.”

Game 2 is Wednesday, and the 
Lakers have until then to regain their 
mojo.

It was lacking Monday, the Lak-
ers’ first game since they eliminated 
the Utah Jazz in 
Game 5 of their 
first-round West-
ern Conference 
series April 27.

The Rockets 
were too fast on 
the outside and 
too furious on 
the inside for the 
Lakers to handle.

Yao Ming led 
the Rockets with 28 points and 10 
rebounds, dominating the paint 

against the Lakers’ Andrew Bynum 
and Pau Gasol.

Ron Artest added 21 points and 
seven assists.

Aaron Brooks had 19 points, 
darting around slow-footed Lakers 
defenders.

Houston got a scare when Yao 
knocked knees with the Lakers’ 
Kobe Bryant and had to leave the 
court with 4:54 remaining.

Yao returned with about 4 min-
utes left to play, helping to wrestle 
away home-court advantage from 
the Lakers.

Bryant led the Lakers with 32 
points on 14-of-31 shooting.

He added eight rebounds and four 
assists in nearly 44 minutes.

Gasol had 14 points and a team-
leading 13 rebounds in a little more 
than 44 minutes.

“We’ll be better,” Bryant prom-
ised.

The early minutes were played at 
Houston’s pace: slow and methodi-
cal.

They also were played in a far 
more physical manner than the Utah 

series.
The Lakers got 

hit early and often.
They struck back 

only accidentally.
Houston’s Shane 

Battier got the 
worst of an ex-
change with Lakers 
guard Sasha Vu-
jacic, who ended 
up drawing blood 

over the left eye of the Rockets’ small 
forward as they leaped for a rebound 

in the closing seconds of the first 
quarter.

There was a short delay while ball 
boys mopped the blood from the 
floor.

In the second quarter, the Rock-
ets’ Brent Barry knocked Derek 
Fisher to the floor and then hit the 
deck himself.

Barry bounced 
up and began 
woofing at Fisher 
as if he had been 
wronged in some 
way, shape or form 
instead of the other 
way around.

Houston led 
43-40 at halftime, 
with neither team 
having a distinct 
edge.

The Lakers shot only 39.5 percent 
in the first half, which made things 
all the more difficult.

The Rockets are a fine defensive 
team, but the Lakers missed shots 
from here and there and everywhere 
around the Staples Center court in 
the first half.

Houston’s defensive play was one 
of many subplots going into Game 
1.

Rockets coach Rick Adelman 
went with Battier on Bryant and 
Artest on Trevor Ariza.

Yao guarded Andrew Bynum. Luis 
Scola checked Gasol and Brooks 
faced off against Fisher.

Adelman could have played Art-

est on Bryant, as he has in the past, 
but he went with Battier almost ex-
clusively.

“We were trying to keep him from 
getting to the rim,” Adelman said of 
Bryant’s play. “That was our goal: 
make him make jump shots and not 
get to the rim. We were trying to 
clog the lane. It was kind of similar 

to what we did 
with Portland’s 
Brandon Roy ex-
cept that Kobe’s 
much more ag-
gressive getting 
to the rim than 
Roy was.”

Houston held 
a slim 70-67 ad-
vantage heading 
into the fourth 

quarter.
The Rockets’ biggest lead was a 

modest nine points through the first 
three quarters.

The Lakers cut the Rockets’ lead 
to 74-73 when Gasol dunked off a 
lob pass from Lamar Odom with 
9:11 remaining.

Backup guard Shannon Brown 
put the Lakers ahead, 77-76, with 
two free throws with 8:19 left.

The Lakers’ lead lasted only as 
long as it took Artest to complete a 
three-point play at the other end to 
make it 79-77.

Houston never trailed the rest of 
the game.

It was that kind of night for the 
Lakers.

When you help the 

American Red Cross, 

you help America.

Call 1-800-Help Now 

or visit us at 

redcross.org

Down 1-0, Los Angeles needs a win at home in order to have a chance to advance

The Rockets are a 
fine defensive team, but 
the Lakers missed shots 
from here and there and 
everywhere around the 
Staples Center court in 
the first half.

“

“
“

“We feel confident 
we’ll come back and 
give a good effort on 
Wednesday night.

– Phil Jackson,
            Head Coach
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HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SUDOKU

ClassifiedsMay 6, 2009

Brought to you by the people at www.dailysudoku.com

11

Humorscopes 
brought to you by 
humorscope.com

6500
Help Wanted

Sitters wanted.$10+ per hour. 
Register free for jobs near campus 
or home. www.student-sitters.com

6000
Wtiting Help

 Aries   (March 21 - April 19)
Today someone sitting near you will make 
repeated nasal sounds that will eventually 
drive you screaming from the room. Try to 
avoid attacking them with a box of kleenex 
upon re-entering the room.
Taurus (April 20 - May 20)
You will have a grilled cheese sandwich 
today, and a bowl of tomato soup. When 
nobody is looking you will secretly dunk 
your sandwich.
Gemini (May 21 - June 20)
You are being followed by a man with an 
eye patch and a prosthetic limb. He, in turn, 
is being followed by a large reptile, which is 
making a ticking sound.
Cancer (June 21 - July 22)
Beware of strangers bearing Cheez Whiz.
Leo (July 23 - August 22)
Today you will deliberately annoy people by 
standing too close to them when waiting in 
line. Tomorrow: standing just slightly too far 
away.
Virgo (August 23 - September 22)
Someone will ask “How are you?” for the 
millionth time. You should celebrate the 
occasion by having a speech prepared - some-
thing embarassingly intimate is usually best. 
Libra (September 23 - October 22)
Family problems again. It’ll be just like that 
Rolling Stones song, about how you “Can’t 
Always Get What You Wa-ant”, except that 
in your case, you can replace one of the 
words with “Ever.” Try being positive and 
future-focused. Also, pretend you don’t speak 
English.
Scorpio (October 23 - November 21)
It’s about time you became better acquainted 
with mustard. Get yourself 7 different kinds 
of mustard, and try them with oven baked 
home fried potatoes, or in sandwiches with 
good bread and fresh vegetables and some 
excellent Swiss cheese.”
Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21)
In a strange form of protest against the new 
trends in personal adornment, you will make 
mooing sounds whenever you see someone 
with a nose ring. Coincidentally, some of 
them will say “Hay!”
Capricorn (December 22 - January 20)
Tomorrow is a good day to wear your lucky 
Rocketship underwear. 
Aquarius (January 21 - February 18)
While attempting to stifle a yawn today, you 
will accidentally make a loud “smooching” 
sound. 
Pisces (February 19 - March 20)
Your sudden fascination with podiatry is 
nothing to worry about, and should fade with 
time. Eventually, the only remaining evidence 
will be your usual telephone greeting: “Hello, 
how are your feet?”

***************************
Check out online classifieds by 
going to www.dailytitan.com and 
clicking on the classifieds link.
***************************

WRITE LIKE A PRO: EDITOR 
FOR HIRE MLA, APA, AP 
styles. Reasonable rates. Rush 
service available. ESL wel-
come. First consultation FREE. 
w w w. S e m p e r E d i t i n g . c o m .

1100
Campus Events/Services

CSUF Spirit Squad Tryouts!!
Dance Team
Tuesday, May 19th 6pm to 10pm 
KHS-203
Cheer Squad
Tuesday, May 26th and Wednesday, 
May 27th 6pm to 10 pm KHS-204
For more information, Please email 
titanspiritsquad@fullerton.edu
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Born for playing softball
By jordan harrison

Daily Titan Staff Writer
sports@dailytitan.com

Sophomore pitcher Ari Cervantes was nearly born on the diamond and 
has worked her whoel life to be at the top of the Titan pitching rotation

Ari Cervantes was born to play 
softball. Literally.

The sophomore pitcher for Cal 
State Fullerton was nearly born on 
the diamond.

Cervantes’ mother was a coach at 
Garden Grove High School while 
she was pregnant with Ari, and she 
did not like tearing herself away 
from the diamond.

“My mom liked to coach while 
she was pregnant. She started having 
contractions during a CIF game, she 
had to be rushed off the field to the 
hospital,” Cervantes said.

Paula Cervantes made to the hos-
pital in time, but barely. 

Shortly after she left the field, Ari 
was born, and a new softball legacy 
in the Cervantes family was set to 
begin.

Cervantes’ biggest inspiration to 
play softball came from her mother, 
a former player, and California In-
terscholastic Federation champion-
ship coach.

“My mom taught me everything 
I know about softball,” Cervantes 
said.

She even went as far as turning 
Cervantes around at the plate, from 
right-handed to left, in order to 
make her a more versatile player.

Knowledge passed on is all well 
and good, but what makes a good 
player is struggle on a path to suc-
cess. That is exactly the path Cer-
vantes has led.

Cervantes was always the go-to 
pitcher in her youth days and at 
Mater Dei High School.

Cervantes was confident coming 
into collegiate softball, and rightly 
so.

That confidence was shaken, how-
ever, in her freshman season when 
she was beat out for the starting job 
by a fellow freshman teammate.

“I had to make a lot of decisions. 
I played on a team during the sum-
mer, and during the fall I worked 10 
times harder,” Cervantes said.

It was that hard work along with a 
lot of mental training from kinesiol-
ogy professor Ken Revizza that really 
helped Cervantes hone her game.

“She took Revizza’s Mental Train-
ing in Sports class, I think that was 
key for her improvement, pitching 
is all mental,” Titan catcher Lauren 
Lupinetti said.

After several months of hard work 
on and off the field, with help from 
teammates, coaches and mentors 
alike, Cervantes was ready to face 
her opponents.    

Cervantes’ mentality was evident 
to her teammates and her strong 
work ethic, something she said she 
learned from former teammate Jes-

sica Doucette, is infectious.    
“She’s beating teams mentally, 

even when she isn’t pitching 100 
percent,” Titan infielder Courtney 
Martinez said.

Her role with the team also 
changed.

Instead of just being on the roster, 
she embraces her teammates and her 
teammates embrace her.

“I feel my team behind me. Be-
fore I wasn’t really connected to the 
team. I could go home for the sum-
mer and not miss what happened,” 
Cervantes said.

When Cervantes takes the mound 
this season, she can look back to her 
defense and feel connected and sup-
ported.

“I feel needed on the field as op-
posed to last season,” Cervantes 
said.

Her teammates see the compas-
sionate and team oriented side to 
Cervantes, but when she takes the 
mound, it is as similar as day and 
night.

“People assume things about 
her personality when she’s on the 
mound, but she’s not like that, she 
has a good game face,” Titan second 
baseman Sheila Holguin said.

It is that game face which has al-
lowed Cervantes to have a team high 
of 17 wins to go along with a team 
low 2.09 earned run average.

Cervantes has not forgotten about 
how she came to be a successful col-
legiate pitcher.

“I realized that it was my time, and 
I wanted to give back to the coaches 
that put in a lot of time recruiting 
me,” Cervantes said.

In a true statement of maturity, 
Cervantes demonstrates all that is 
needed to produce a good story.

Her journey from childhood to 
collegiate softball was a difficult 
one, but she persevered through the 
struggles that faced her and has come 
out a winner.

It just goes to show when some-
one has a dream, and doesn’t give up, 
success will prevail.

“I’ve worked my whole life to get 
to college and play, so I could not 
imagine myself not playing softball,” 
Cervantes said.

Above: Ari Cervantes winds up for a 
pitch in the March 21 loss to San Diego 
State at Anderson Field. Cervantes came 
in for relief in the second inning of the 
game and allowed only one run on six 
hits while striking out three in the effort. 
Left: Cervantes delivers a pitch in the 
Titans’ March 21 loss to the Aztecs. 
After dropping the series to the Aztecs the 
Titans went on an impressive winning 
streak to move into No. 2 in the Big West 
Conference. Below: Cervantes chats on 
the mound with catcher Lauren Lupinetti 
and Associate Head Coach Dee Dee 
Kingsbury March 21. Cervantes has 
become the Titans’ leading pitcher with 17 
wins and a 2.09 ERA on the season so far.

Photos By/daily titan Photo Editor


	News pg1 5.6.09
	News pg2 5.6.09
	News pg3 5.6.09
	News pg4 5.6.09
	Features pg5 5.6.09
	Features pg6 5.6.09
	Opinion pg7 5.6.09
	Opinion pg8 5.6.09
	Sports pg9 5.6.09
	Sports pg10-12 5.6.09

