
The Student Voice of California State University, Fullerton

BaCk To SChool gUide 2009

■Off-campus nightlife
■Finding the best campus group

■Adjusting to campus life
■Ways to save money on books

Inside:

and more...



greek life carries a certain stigma with it, yes – but skeptics, don’t count it 
out just yet. if you aren’t part of or planning to be part of any other groups, 
greek life can be a great way to get involved in a group at school.

“it is a wonderful way to meet people,” said kris Bridges, a member of 
the National Panhellenic Conference executive Committee and chairman 
of the College Panhellenics. “it makes the college campus seem a lot smaller 
to make those connections and get to know people.”

The thing to keep in mind is that the experience differs greatly depending 
on the school. greek life certainly may not be for everyone. 
if you detest being surrounded by large groups of girls on a 
regular basis, for example, joining a sorority might not be 
your first choice. if you love being involved and active 
and working in groups, maybe it’s just for you.

here are a few general recruitment tips for in-
coming freshmen from thesororitylife.com, a Web 
site powered by the NPC, though these tips also apply 
to guys and fraternities as well:

- Be yourself.
- have genuine and honest conversations.
- Spend time really getting to know the members.
- expose yourself to the chapter experience.
- Seek accurate information from the college or university.
- look for the group where you feel the most comfortable.
- keep an open mind.
- Trust the process.

if you love sports, but you are not exactly a division i (or ii or iii) ath-
lete, that’s no reason to give up your athletic lifestyle.

intramural sports programs offer a terrific way to meet people, stay in 
shape and have a great time all in one.

and even though fun is the first reason to join an intramural sports team, 
being involved in one also can provide broader benefits, even helping to 
improve your overall satisfaction with college life.

according to “The Value of Recreational Sports in higher education,” a 
study conducted by the National intramural-Recreational Sports associa-
tion (NiRSa), involvement in recreational sports provides a wide range of 
benefits for students, such as:

- improving emotional wellbeing
- Reducting stress
- improving happiness
- improving self-confidence
- Building character
- aiding in time management skills
- improving leadership skills
katherine otten, editor and assistant director of 

marketing for the NiRSa, said most schools will have 
a recreational facility with information on sports.

“Stopping by this facility and talking with staff 
there is the best way of getting to know what a school 
offers,” otten said. “Many have a staff member dedi-
cated to intramural programming.”

otten said the most popular intramural sports are 
typically flag football, basketball, soccer and volley-

ball, though these are certainly not the only sports offered at most schools.
if you want to scope out your school’s intramural sports, otten sug-

gests checking out your school’s Web site and searching under recreational 
sports.

 (MCT) Freshman year: a time for new beginnings, personal growth and awkward social situations. if 
you’re like most freshmen, finding yourself in a sea of strangers can be jarring, and making friends is one of 
the most important things on your mind.
 Parties are fun, but it’s hard enough to hear yourself think, let alone get to know anyone else with the 
music thumping. one of the surest ways to find friends who share your interests is to join student groups.
 This guide helps to explain some of the most popular choices, but there are plenty of other offbeat or-

ganizations to choose from or the option 
to start your own club.

Finding the right group for you

Intramural Sports

Greek Life



For motivated students, working for campus media can provide a unique 
thrill.

“Breaking a story or turning around a great newspaper creates a feeling 
that does not compare to anything else,” emily glazer, editor in chief of 
The daily Northwestern at Northwestern University, wrote 
in an e-mail.

Whether you’re interested in standing in front of a 
television camera, sitting behind a microphone at the 
radio station or grilling sources for the newspaper, 
campus media gives you the chance to develop 
your communication skills and pick up some valu-
able professional experience.

Campus media comes in a variety of flavors. 
Some college newspapers print daily; others print 
weekly or monthly. Some media organizations re-
ceive school funds and oversight, while others are 
completely independent.

one of the benefits – and one of the challenges – of work-
ing for campus media is a learning 
experience that can’t be replicated in 
the classroom.

“No amount of classroom in-
struction can truly prepare someone 
for the experience of being on the 
mic and ‘on the air,’” Scott Max-
well, general manager of the Uni-
versity of Maryland’s radio station, 
wrote in an e-mail. “it’s trial by fire 
– you have to sit down and simply 
do it – and that’s how you learn.”

The work can be time-consum-
ing. allie grasgreen, editor in chief 
of the oregon daily emerald at the 
University of oregon, estimated 
the average staff time commitment 
is about 25 hours per week. Some 
media organizations pay their staff, 
but don’t expect to rake in the cash 
– most students do it for the love 
of the job.

“i wouldn’t be doing it – especial-
ly to this extent – if i didn’t love it,” 
Northwestern’s glazer wrote.

if greek life is not for you, you don’t like sports or 
have no big dreams for your student political career, 
don’t worry – you have not exhausted all your op-
tions.

Special interest groups and student clubs are 
a great way to meet people that share your 
interests that you might not otherwise run 
into.

“The best thing to do is to go to a stu-
dent org fair at the beginning of the year,” said 
Tatum enslin, a junior at the george Wash-
ington University and student employee for 
undergraduate admissions.

There you can find anything from chess club to 
various religious groups to ballroom dancing societies; 
the bigger the school, the more groups they are likely 
to have.

“The first week or two of freshman year just go to the 

first meeting of any and all clubs that you might be in-
terested in, then choose the ones you really want once 

you experience it all,” enslin said.
and what if you can’t find a group that fits your 

niche?
if somehow you are the only one brilliant 
enough to realize that what your school really 
needs is a cheese tasting club or a bird watch-
ing group, then you can always take control 
and start your own.
The process will not be exactly the same at 

each school. enslin suggests that those inter-
ested in starting their own group visit their 
school’s student activities center to learn about 

the proper steps.
Most importantly, don’t be afraid to branch out. 

let’s face it, college might be your only chance to as-
semble your own personal army of cheese-tasters.

For aspiring politicos, student government is a logical choice, and chanc-
es are there’s one at your school.

Butch oxendine, executive director of the american Student govern-
ment association, said his organization tracks about 5,000 institutions – 
about 4,500 of which have student governments.

College students often complain that student government has little ability 
to change the school, but oxendine says the key is to have realistic goals.

“Can they build a new parking garage tomorrow? No,” he said. But the 
government might be able to make smaller changes like adding a copying 
machine or extending library hours, he said.

“Stuff like that, it sounds silly, but for a lot of students, it 
really matters for their lives.”

although officer elections are typically held in the 
spring, many schools elect senators in the fall, he said. 

The difficulty of winning an election depends on the 
school.

“Some schools go begging for candidates, and you 
can get elected by being alive,” he said. “But at other 

schools, it’s much harder and you have to campaign ag-
gressively.”

if you want to get a taste of student government be-
fore running for office, you may be able to fill an unelected 

position – as a committee or cabinet member, for example.
Time commitments vary widely, oxendine said. a student 

government president at a large school may spend 40 hours per week on the 
position and may receive monetary compensation. Meanwhile, senators can 
put in just a few hours a week.

The makeup of student government is different from school to school, 
oxendine said. governments at large state schools may be full of political 
science majors prepping for a career in politics, while at smaller schools they 
might be made up of nursing majors just looking to improve the campus, 
he said.

Clubs and Special Interest Groups

Campus Media

Student Government



Envy Ultra loUngE: 
Featuring a club-style atmosphere 

and boasting an array of sophisti-
cated décor, envy Ultra lounge is 
located in the heart of downtown 
Fullerton. So if you feel like getting 
a bit flossy for the evening or are 
missing the los angeles club scene, 
save your gas money by staying lo-
cal, taking in a cocktail, and enjoy-
ing the vibes while situated in the 

lounge area. 
envy features an array of dJs dur-

ing the week who play everything 
from house to hip hop. live music 
is performed on Tuesday, Friday 
and Saturday nights. envy boasts an 
upscale food menu, prices ranging 
from $7 to $26 per plate. There are 
significant savings to be had on se-
lected food, beer, wine, and martini 
items on Tuesday through Sunday, 
5-7 p.m.  There is no cover charge.

Brian’s: 
located off the beaten path of 

downtown, Brian’s is well known 
around campus and the surrounding 
area for their Wednesday night dol-
lar draft beers. a small, but mighty 
space, showcases CSUF’s past sports 
talent, a pool table, shuffleboard, 
and jukebox. it is a favorite spot of 
yours truly, as well as the daily Ti-
tan staff; many flock to enjoy dollar 
beers on tap until 12 a.m. Wine is 
available for those not so keen on 
the lager.

“a lot of people know each oth-
er,” said laura Reilly, bartender and 
CSUF psychology major. “Usually 
you can come in and find someone 
to talk to, or just watch sports on 
TV.”

“Baby Back Tuesdays,” from 
5-10 p.m. Tuesday nights, features 
rib and chicken dinners half off the 
menu price. oh, and if you go on 
your birthday, don’t forget to tell the 
fun bartenders it’s your special day.  

ContinEntal room: 
Take a trip back in time to the 

1920s at Fullerton’s one and only 
speakeasy. established in 1925, 
the Continental Room has kept its 
original look of low-lit atmosphere, 
plush red velvet, and an intimate 
stage set for live music that makes 
you wish you showed up in a fedora 
and trench coat. 

hidden away in the Soco dis-
trict from the hustle and bustle of 
harbor Boulevard, the Continental 
Room hosts a wide variety of live 
music every evening. local bands 
and dJs take to the small stage to 
make this old speakeasy come alive 
with rockin’ and groovin’ tunes. 
Wednesday nights feature $1.99 
shrimp cocktails, and there is no 
cover charge.  

HEroEs Bar and grill: 
Want to go where everybody 

knows your name, except you can’t 

The fall semester has finally arrived, and i bet you 
can’t wait to sink your teeth into those books!  
although studying for classes is kind of required 
around here, don’t forget to balance that with 
some play time at your local watering holes in 
downtown Fullerton.  With a wide variety of 
themes, downtown is one place that should not 
be overlooked.

Off-campus 
Nightlife:

By Jackie connor
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com



afford the plane ticket to Boston? 
heroes is the place for you. keeping 
its original hometown feel, includ-
ing antiques and tons of old black-
and-white photos lining the walls, 
this bar and grill offers a wide vari-
ety of american cuisine as well as a 
full bar with 102 beers on draft. 

heroes has a family style atmo-
sphere, so if you feel like dancing, 
it’s not the place for you. however, 
with a wide variety of draft beer 
and menu items ranging from $5 to 
$14, heroes is the place to relax and 
take in a few beers and bites to eat 
with your Fullerton locals.  

tHE matador: 
What was once the spot of the 

Rockin’ Taco is now home to The 
Matador Cantina. “our restau-

rant is the most 
unique,” said 
Megan langs-
ton, manager 
at the Matador 
and a commu-
nications major 
at CSUF. “it’s 
one of the oldest 
buildings, at 111 
years old.”  low-
lit settings and 
Mexican décor 
are accompanied by the traditional 
and contemporary Mexican cuisine. 
This bar’s décor features works of 
art that are all original, including 
the light fixtures and the large bull 
artwork in the center of the restau-
rant.

No need to escape to denny’s for 

the midnight munch-
ies, the Matador has 
a $5 food menu that 
stays open every eve-
ning until 2 a.m. The 
restaurant is open ev-
ery day of the week, 
serving brunch and 
lunch. 

happy hour is 
Monday through Fri-
day from 2-6 p.m., 
providing $3 domes-

tic beers and $5 well shots. one of 
the most popular orders are their 
32 ounce beers, which may cost be-
tween $8 and $10, and are served in 
an old-fashioned milk jug.

Branagan’s irisH PUB: 
Where would a bar guide be 

without an irish pub? Branagan’s, 
located in downtown Fullerton, is 
the one and only irish pub in the 
city. Fairly new to the scene, this 
pub serves a wide variety of ameri-
can and irish food and includes 25 
beers on tap.  

“Branagan’s is only five years old,” 
said Cory achay, manager at Brana-
gan’s. “This pub was hand built by 
the owner and her son.”

although Thursday through 
Saturday is their most visited time, 
Branagan’s serves breakfast on Sat-

urdays and Sundays from 9 a.m. 
until 12p.m. For football and beer 
fans, there’s specially reduced pric-
es on appetizer, hot dogs and beer 
combos during Monday Night 
Football games, as well as on Sun-
day’s football games. Football fans 
can also enjoy all their favorite NFl 
teams’ games on Sunday, as Brana-
gan’s features NFl Sunday Ticket 
to enjoy all the games on their eight 
TVs throughout the bar and patio, 
including one 132 inch TV to catch 
all the action.

Safety tips when going out to your favorite bar:
Try to get a friend to go with you, 
and don’t leave without him/her.

Make sure to lock your car and stow 
valuables out of sight.

Have a designated driver.

Never leave your drink unattended. 
Be aware, don’t accept a drink that 
you did not see the bartender pour.

Don’t drink and drive. You can always 
call a cab, and by doing so, you can save 
your life, or the life of someone else on 
the road. 

••

• •

•



 (MCT) as you prepare to start your 
college career, think back on your life and 
the “firsts” you have experienced thus 
far. do you remember starting your first 
day of elementary school? how about 
your first middle school dance? Remem-
ber how great it felt to drive a car for the 
first time? good memories, right? 
 Firsts are important parts of our lives, and 
they never stop occurring, especially in college. 
No doubt freshmen everywhere are anticipating 
new experiences, and we’ve provided tips on suc-
cessfully navigating some of the firsts you may 
face while in college.

This fall may be the first time you move 
away from your family. You’re probably 
both excited and a little scared about leav-
ing, and that’s normal.

“Missing what’s familiar is natural – but 
pretty soon new places and people will be-
come familiar, too,” said d’arcy lyness, 
Ph.d., medical editor for the Nemours 
Foundation and an adolescent psycholo-
gist. lyness explains how to  adjust if you 
are struggling when far away from home:

Get comfortable in your new •	
environment by getting involved and 
participating in activities you like.
Stick around on the weekends so you •	
can get to know people, and have new 
experiences.
Don’t concentrate on being away from •	
home. Find out what you like about 
your campus.
Keep in contact with your loved ones •	
from home, but make sure you’re not 
giving them most of your attention.
Decorate your dorm room in ways •	
that remind you of home.
Seek out friendships with people of •	
like-minded interests.

once you start paying for things on 
your own, you’ll realize it isn’t cheap to 
buy groceries or to go out on Friday night. 
although many students start working in 
high school, you may never have felt the 
need to get a job until now.

emily Strader, the Student employ-
ment Coordinator for University Career 
Services at the University of North Caro-
lina at Chapel hill, fills us in on how to 
snag a good part-time job:

When you first go to apply, make •	
sure you dress appropriately.
If you do not hear from the business •	
within 7 – 10 days after returning the 
application, go back and speak with 
the manager.
Restrict yourself to 12 – 15 hours of •	
work a week, or only three shifts a 
week.
Consider working in the restaurant •	
or babysitting/care-giving businesses. 
Servers tend to make good money in 
tips, and babysitters and care-givers 
are paid higher hourly amounts.
Avoid office jobs that require you to •	
work all day, every day.

expert tips on adjusting to campus life

Your first time away from home Your first part-time job



one thing many people tend to do in college is 
fall in love … and break-up. Your first break-up can 
be absolutely awful, and the other stresses of college 
can make it seem unbearable. lyness, the adolescent 
psychologist, has some advice on getting through 
this type of complicated situation:

Talk with friends and family about the •	
breakup, and count on them to be there for 
you.
Don’t think too much about your former •	
relationship; you don’t want it to control your 
focus.
Write about your feelings in a journal, or •	
search for a different creative outlet to release 
your emotions.
Do not look for relief in alcohol or anything else •	
that will restrict you from truly feeling better.
Try throwing yourself into your school work – •	
go to class and study with someone else.
Make an appointment with someone at your •	
college’s counseling center.

Your first credit card
You should probably get your first part-

time job before you apply for your first 
credit card, or you could find yourself in 
a precarious credit situation. opening 
lines of credit can affect your credit score 
– positively or negatively. Similar to a 
gPa, a credit score is a cumulative rating 
of your credit performance. Your score 
affects everything from the interest rates 
you are offered to whether or not you can 
buy a car or a home. Suffice to say, it’s 
important. Beth kobliner, author of “get 
a Financial life,” provides some tips on 
what you need to know before getting 
your first card:

Research different credit card  •	
companies’ offers.
Look for a card with low interest •	
rates (also known as low APR), and 
no annual fees.
Make credit card payments on time. •	
If you don’t, your credit score will 
suffer.
Only use your card for emergencies, •	
or for things you can pay for in cash.

Your first break-up

after a few years in the dorms, you may 
be itching to move out, and perhaps into 
an apartment. There are upsides to living 
in an apartment – you can cook your own 
meals, and there aren’t any pesky resident 
assistants (often called Ra’s) to watch over 
you. 

darya Rotblat, the associate director for 
Syracuse University’s office of orienta-
tion and off-Campus Programs provides 
some helpful tips on how to find the right 
housing for you:

Pick a location, and know what your •	
needs are.
Consider price.•	
Get to know the landlord. Ask •	
questions about repairs, utilities.
Check out the parking situation and •	
find out where guests can park and 
whether they will need a guest pass.
Research the apartment or house •	
online and/or talk to previous 
tenants.
Carefully review your lease; read the •	
fine print.

Your first apartment

Your first need for a budget
in high school you may have had a lot 

more money to spend on whatever you 
wanted; but in college you may find you 
need money every month for things like 
your credit card bill. That’s why creating a 
budget is extremely important in college.

“if you don’t budget, you will likely get 
into deep credit card debt. Unfortunately, 
it’s just too easy to get in over your head 
fast,” kobliner said in an e-mail interview. 
She gives some information to help you 
get started on creating a budget:

Keep track of all the things you •	
purchase or put money toward for 
one month. This will help you realize 
where your money is going.
After you do the above, try out the •	
budget exercises in the “Helpful 
Calculators” section on Kobliner’s 
site, www.kobliner.com. 

Some people find pets – whether it’s 
a cat, dog, goldfish or lizard – comfort-
ing, and you might decide to adopt a 
little creature. But Nancy Peterson, is-
sues Specialist for the humane Society 
of the United States, said they advise 
against college students having pets at 
school. Peterson supplies some infor-
mation on deciding whether or not to 
become a pet owner:

Be aware that you probably won’t •	
have very much time to care for a 
pet while in school.
Try volunteering at a local shelter •	
instead of adopting a pet in col-
lege. You will learn more about 
how to care for animals if you are 
working in an environment like 
this.
It is difficult to find housing that •	
permits pets. If you do find some-
where, make sure you get permis-
sion in writing from the landlord. 
You may have to pay extra fees 
for having a pet where you live.
If you do decide to get a pet, go to •	
a shelter or humane society and 
discuss your needs with them 
(also bring any required docu-
mentation from your landlord). 
Never get a pet from a pet store •	
or over the Internet. Also avoid 
those who are not professional 
animal breeders.

Cooking your own meals is a benefit of living in an off-campus 
apartment.

Photo By Vicki Valerio/For the Daily titan

Your first pet



each semester, college students 
and their parents cough up thou-
sands of dollars in the name of edu-
cation. For many, the most painful 
check to write is for textbooks.

College Board reports Cal State 
Fullerton students are spending an 
average of $1,638 per year on books 
and supplies. Textbook publishers 
are notorious for printing new edi-
tions of the same books with only 
minor alterations, rendering their 
older versions obsolete.

Fortunately, for today’s student, 
there are a variety of money-saving 
alternatives when it comes to text-
book shopping.

These savings conveniently begin 
in our very own Titan Shops with 
options such as used books, which 
save students 25 percent off the new 
book price, and a year-round buy 

back program. But just because you 
can sell your books any time all year 
doesn’t mean you should.

“Timely adoptions also affect our 
buyback program,” says kimberly 
Ball, Senior Manager of Textbooks 
for Titan Shops.

“The more information we have 
on books needed for an upcoming 
term, the more we can buy back 
from students during finals week – 
which is the best time for students 
to sell back their books. 
during that time, the store 
is purchasing inventory 
for the next term, paying 
50 percent of the purchase 
price for books we need.”

For those who don’t 
want to deal with the task 
of selling their books, there are 
options like digital books and the 
rental program.

Titan Shops currently has over 
375 titles available for download 
that can save students 30-50 percent 

off of the new book price. These e-
books are environmentally friendly, 
easily portable and some even have 
access to online resources through 
the text.

h o w e v e r , 
there are 

drawbacks: access to the book 
is limited to the device it is on, so if 

your laptop crashes or runs out of 
battery, the book is gone.

For that reason, many students 
prefer their textbooks the old fash-

ioned way: crash-proof and 
glitch-free. The rental program 

at Titan Shops offers this 
option with significant 

savings off new and 
used book prices.

highlighting and 
annotating rental 
books is allowed, 

and if you decide 
you’d rather 
keep the book 

at the end of the 
semester, you can do 

so for a small fee.
Many students 

prefer rental 
books for other rea-

sons.
“i think it is very useful for 

students as you just pay for it, 
return it and don’t even have to deal 

with buy back,” says lisa lebron, 
21, a junior.

“it saves us money and time. i 
hope they expand their rental books 
to offer more books.”

a lesser known program, offered 
at Titan Shops, is their lowest price 
guarantee. This guarantee allows 
students who find the same book 
with the same iSBN from a qualify-
ing retailer at a lower price (exclud-
ing marketplace and auction sites), 
to get the price difference of the 
book plus 25 percent back in cash 
from Titan Shops, simply by fill-
ing out a form with the retailer and 
pricing information and submitting 
it to the bookstore within 30 days 
of purchase. 

Titan Shops’ effort to ease the 
pain of book buying doesn’t stop 
there.

“This past spring, we offered a 
guaranteed buyback program dur-
ing finals week – where students 
were offered no less than $5.00 per 
book – ensuring that they at least 
got something for the books they 
brought back,” said Ball. “it was a 
very popular program, and we hope 
to continue during the december 
finals week”.

an increasingly popular option 
for students is the online market-
place. Sites such as abeBooks.com 
act as a middleman between the 
booksellers and consumers.

Sellers name their prices, aiming 
to beat their competitors by offer-
ing the lowest prices on the Web. 
once prices are posted, some sellers 
employ the use of repricing tools, 
software that compares prices of the 
same product across multiple Web 
sites and update their Web page 
prices by the hour.

Rental books are available online 
as well. Chegg.com offers a wide se-
lection of books, low rental prices, 
free return shipping and even plants 
a tree for every book rented.

So what else can college students 
do to ensure they get the lowest 
prices on textbooks?

“Make sure to buy as early as pos-
sible,” says Richard davies, PR & 
Publicity Manager for abeBooks.
com. “When books are in demand, 
prices are driven up, so try to get 
there before the rush. When search-
ing online, search by iSBN num-
ber to make sure you’re comparing 
apples to apples. older editions are 
often cheaper, but check with your 
professors to see if they allow it.”

Ball of Titan Shops suggests shop-
ping early for dibs on good used and 
rental book selection.

“Sell back your unwanted books 
at the end of the term for the best 
possible buy back rates.”

With so many ways to save, stu-
dents have no excuse to pay full 
price for a textbook again.

Smart ways to save when buying books
By keyana moayeDi
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com



Cal State Fullerton students have 
taken their own spin on the new 
trends for this season. 

Fashion week screamed ‘80s with 
strong padded shoulders, pencil 
skirts, bold bright colors, sequences, 
metallics, ankle boots, knee-high 
boots and leather accessories for 
the ladies. Male fashion consisted 
of Native american prints, bold 
plaids, cozy thermals, tailored suits, 
molded foam vests, high neck turtle 
necks, velvet blazers and leather ac-
cessories.

“This fall’s must-haves are my 
new metallic ankle boots,” denise 
Rodriguez, a human communica-
tions major, said. “i also have black 
ankle boots with little black bows 
on the side.”

When it comes to boots for fall 
2009, there are a wide range of 
choices of materials from suede, to 
leather, to the metallics. Unlike last 
fall, this season’s boots add class and 
sass with the edition of the knee high 
boot fashion trend, seen in designers 
like Prada and louis Vuitton.

“leather boots are not my thing,” 
dominique Johnson, a communica-
tions major, said. “i like to wear my 
black suede boots in the fall when 

the weather gets cold.”
Students seem to have mixed 

emotions about bringing back the 
‘80s style. They are embracing some 
and rejecting others.

“i am staying away from shoulder 
pads,” Johnson said. “it was a popu-
lar trend in the ‘80s business attire, 
but i don’t understand why they are 
bringing that trend back. i don‘t 
think shoulder pads compliment 
womens’ shapes.”

Shoulder pads seem to be a hot 
topic of discussion, and the ‘80s 
inspired clothing seems to remind 
many students of “what their mom 
used to wear.” 

“i really don‘t like shoulder pads,” 
Rodriguez said. “They remind me of 
my mom. however, they would be 
cute with something simple like a 
blouse with puffy sleeves coupled 
with skinny jeans and metallic 

boots.”
Bright highlighter colors, as Ro-

driguez described, are another ‘80s 
throwback fashion trend that’s re-
minding students of their parents’ 
style.

“i love the bright color contrast, 
but i think we should try to take 
a step forward,” grant deering,  a 
human services major, said. “if you 
compare fashion articles from the 
‘80s, it’s a blast from the past. i was 
looking back at the clothes my mom 
was wearing when she used to go to 
the club. it’s almost like i am see-
ing my mom all over campus. Not 
that it is a problem, but i want to 
see something new.”

Besides their boots and a few ‘80s 
throwback styles, skinny jeans and 
pencil skirts both seem to be must-
have items for the fall.

“i just bought an ‘80s inspired 

red hooded jacket that covers half 
of the torso,” Johnson said. “it’s got 
zipper pockets on the side, and i 
just bought some dark denim skin-
ny jeans.”

So what about the pencil skirts? 
how are students incorporating 
them into their wardrobe?

“i love pencil skirts,” Rodriguez 
said. “They are a classic, a stapler in 
the closet. You can wear them with 
heels when working in an office set-
ting, or wear them with flats when 
you have a presentation for school.”

Students seem to be very fond of 
the newly inspired ‘80s bright colors 
coupled with plaid patterns.

“i used to wear plaid all the time 
before it was ‘in’, but then i got away 
from it because people would always 
comment on it,” said Rodriguez. “i 
have now gotten into wearing blacks 
and grays; mostly fitted jeans with 

black shirts. i now choose to wear 
something that fits well and accents 
the body, but i’ve always liked plaid. 
For me, it’s because i grew up on the 
farms; it reminds me of home.”

deering described the new plaid 
and thermal trends as very versatile, 
allowing students to be casual while 
having the option of dressing it up 
to be more formal. however, he said 
that although the vest trend is con-
tinuing into the fall he is trying to 
stay away from them.

“Thermal is a little more versa-
tile,” said deering. “You can wear 
it with loose-fitting jeans, with 
Chucks, or with boot cut jeans with 
nicer shoes.” 

So whether it’s pencil skirts or 
skinny jeans, students seem to be 
adding their own twist to the fall 
2009 trends to jazz up their ward-
robe.

Titan fashionistas share their tips for fall
By chauntel riSer

Daily Titan Assistant Features Editor
features@dailytitan.com



although parking in a commuter campus is always 
difficult, this year construction projects will be affect-
ing the ability for students to park every day. also keep 
in mind to come to school early for the first few weeks 
because parking tends to be the most impacted at the 
beginning of the semester.

Students have been given a few options from the 
school in an attempt to alleviate the conges-
tion that will occur daily on 
a campus that has approxi-
mately 37,000 students.

according to a campus 
email sent to all students 
during summer break, “Students 
arriving after 9:00 a.m. Mon- day 
through Thursday will be hard pres sed 
to find parking, except in lots a and g 
where assisted parking will be avail- able.”

Cal State Fullerton has hired the Parking Company 
of america to provide assisted parking services.  Vehicles 
will be parked behind other cars after all of the spaces 
in the lot are filled.

Students will receive a numbered inventory control 

tag to attach to their keys, which they will leave with 
an assistant. The tag will correspond to a claim check, 
which will be displayed on the car.

When a student returns to the lot, they will pick up 
their keys.  if a vehicle is parked behind their car an as-
sistant will move the vehicle out of its path.  

assisted parking will be available Monday through 
Thursday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  at that 

time, parking assistants will move 
vehicles into empty spaces on the 
lots.  keys can still be retrieved 

from an assistant that will be on 
the lot until 10 pm.  if a student ar-

rives after that time, keys will have to be 
retrieved from the University Police depart-

ment.  
alternatively, students will be able to park off campus 

at the Meridian Fitness Club.  The fitness club structure 
houses 500 parking spaces and some of them will be 
designated for CSUF students only.  

Vehicles must display a valid CSUF parking permit 
and park in the designated spaces.  a shuttle service will 
be available to bring students to and from the structure 
from 9 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 
and 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. on Friday’s.  

Vehicles that are not picked up from the Meridian by 
11:00 p.m. will be subject to tow.

By monzerrath Gonzalez
Daily Titan Managing Editor

features@dailytitan.com

Campus provides parking options during construction



Students are ecstatic about the 
bizarre new fall courses that are be-
ing offered, from sports officiating 
to vampires.

There are four new fall courses 
that students are taking special note 
of: kNeS 326, MUSC 570J, kNeS 
173M, and eNg 343.

There are many cultural phe-
nomenons that will be visited in 
the classroom as a result of the spe-
cial courses being offered this fall. 
MUSC 570J is the graduate Semi-
nar in history and Theory of Jazz 
Music; in this course, students will 
study jazz music from 1955-1970.

“i played drums in a jazz band 
in high school,” M.k. aktan, a 
computer science student, said. “i 
believe this course would benefit 
music majors because it will give 
them more of an appreciation and 
understanding of their craft.”

The kinesiology department is of-
fering two new courses this fall that 
are sparking the interest of students. 
one course is kNeS 326, Theory 
and application of Sports officiat-
ing, and the other course is kNeS 
173M, intercollegiate golf.

The biggest new course buzz is 
the special english course being of-
fered on Vampire literature, eNg 

343. The professor of this course is 
erin hollis.

“i teach a wide array of courses: 
everything from introductory survey 
classes, to advanced college writing, 
to graduate seminars on such au-
thors as Virginia Woolf, Mina loy, 
and James Joyce,” hollis said.

hollis has also taught a harry 
Potter course, eNg 342, that was 
offered last spring and will be of-
fered in spring 2009.

When asked what she hopes 
students will gain from her newly-
approved special course on vampire 
literature, hollis said, “i would like 
students to gain an understanding 
of how vampires and the literature 
they inhabit reflect both themselves 
and other cultures/time periods. 
also, by teaching students critically 
to interpret something that has such 

mass appeal right now, i hope to 
encourage them to approach their 
current situations in the world in a 
subtle and sophisticated way.”

Vampires have become somewhat 
of a cultural phenomena, hollis 
said.

“i was in Borders the other day 
and saw mass advertisement for 
vampire texts--it is important to 
examine the underlying themes and 
assumptions of such texts,” profes-
sor hollis said.

With movies like “Twilight,” 
television shows like “Buffy the 
Vampire Slayer,” and tons of vam-
pire literature, there is no doubt 
that vampires are an interest of the 
greater population.

“’Twilight’ has sparked a wildfire 
of tasteful and tasteless literature 
alike. There‘s about a dozen of dif-

ferent vampire novels i have come 
across,” lance Britt, a business ma-
jor, said.

Students have been raising their 
eyebrows with mixed emotions 
about whether or not these excit-
ing special courses should be offered 
when other required courses are be-
ing dropped as a result of the strug-
gling economy.

“When i first heard about the 
course, i was skeptical because there 
are other required courses that are 
being cut,” amy Ramirez, a business 
major, said. “however, after learn-
ing that the course will cover the 
historical aspect of vampires rather 
than solely focusing on movies like 
‘Twilight,’ i have more of an open 
mind to the english department of-
fering this course.”

Students’ skepticism about the 

course is prevalent, but they also 
seem to find an interest in the top-
ic.

“i think the ‘Twilight’ craze in 
general is a little unnecessary, but 
i have seen the movie,” said emel 
Shaikh, a communications student. 
“i think the professor’s take on the 
course is interesting, and if the class 
focuses on all types of literature that 
discusses vampires, then the class 
should be very intellectually chal-
lenging and would consequently be 
a great elective.”

although students are feeling the 
effect of a struggling economy where 
required courses are being canceled, 
they appreciate the new courses 
which offer learning through a new, 
more interesting perspective with 
courses like sports officiating, jazz 
music and vampire literature.

New classes you may not have known about
By chauntel riSer

Daily Titan Assistant Features Editor
features@dailytitan.com




