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Darfur activist speaks on genocide

Left: Carl Wilkens, the former head of the Adventist Development and Relief Agency, gave the audience personal glimpses into his life while he and his family were living in Darfur, sharing how the commonalities are greater 
than the differences between the two countries. Right: The planning team with Wilkens and his family at the reception.

PHOTOS cOURTESY ANSHUL MITTAL FROM ORANgE cOUNTY FOR DARFUR

BY cHELSEA MENSHEk
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

Carl Wilkens, 51, was the only 
American who chose to stay in 
Rwanda during the genocide where 
almost one million people were 
slaughtered in just 100 days. He was 
the former head of Adventist Devel-
opment and Relief Agency Interna-
tional. Now, Wilkens and his wife, 
Teresa, are “Pedaling 2 Peace.” They 

are touring the country from their 
hometown of Spokane, Washing-
ton to Washington, D.C. on bike. 
They plan on traveling 4,600 miles 
in nine months while raising aware-
ness for genocide.

“An Evening with Carl Wilkens” 
was held at the United Congres-
sional Church in Irvine Saturday 
night. The program was created 
with the help of organizations like 
Orange County For Darfur and 
Amnesty International.  Many OC 

residents came to hear his ideas and 
stories firsthand.

Wilkens stood on the front stage 
of the church with his computer 
and a projector explaining to the 
audience his experiences with pic-
tures.

Wilkens explained how people 
are all connected in this world and 
affected by others. He gave an ex-
ample of a little boy in Africa who 
did well in school.  

The boy managed to get into sec-
ondary school, which isn’t easy. He 
did so well in secondary school that 
he earned a scholarship and came to 
America. He moved to Hawaii, fell 
in love with an American woman 
and got married. They had a baby 
boy. The baby would grow up to be 
President Obama.

“Can anybody deny how we are 
connected?” Wilkens asked.  “Just 
completely connected? This global 
community is not just somebody’s 
phrase; it is such a reality. So many 
times we recognize our global com-
munity unfortunately only under 
the directs of fear and terrorists, 
and ... we need to understand our 
community better so that we can 
provide security. But in reality we 
need to just realize: them are us.”

Wilkens saidhe believes that 
genocide stems from an ideology 

that says, “My world would be bet-
ter without you in it.”

“I think that kind of thinking 
often comes to my mind,” Wilkens 
said. “I don’t want to kill anybody; 
I get involved with exclusive prob-
lem solving where I solve the prob-
lem by excluding. It is temporary at 
best, and its genocide at worst.”

“I have so many reasons (for 
moving) but the 
most prominent 
one was war,” 
said Wai John 
Wai, a 24-year-
old-from Sudan 
now living in San 
Diego. “Things 
like genocide, 
with one side 
trying to elimi-
nate the other, 
they are both be-
ing victimized, 
and they didn’t 
ask for that. So 
somebody needs 
to step in.”

Wai was living in Sudan and ex-
perienced the killings and hatred 
first hand. However, even in the 
U.S. he is considered different.

“I can see that I am different. 
It’s something that everyone goes 
through. I don’t consider myself 

the other. There is majority and the 
other is always going to be the mi-
nority,” Wai said.

Julie Turner, 28, also attended 
the event and said she must keep 
tabs on herself in order to not put 
a large gap between herself and oth-
ers.

“I like what Carl said about just 
keeping yourself in check constant-

ly,” Turner said, 
“because I find 
myself doing 
the same thing, 
unfortunately, 
even though I 
believe in God 
and equality. 
Keep yourself 
in check con-
stantly.”

Wilkens has 
saved hundreds 
of lives includ-
ing around 400 
from the Gisim-
ba Orphanage in 
Kigali, Rwanda.

Wilkens said he feels that there 
is only so much people can do and 
only so much they should do, be-
cause change has to stem from peo-
ple themselves.

“

“We need to un-
derstand our commu-
nity better so that we 
can provide security. 
But in reality we need 
to just realize: them 
are us.

– Carl Wilkens,

On Sunday, Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
vetoed Senate Bills 218 and 219, authored by Sena-
tor Leland Yee (D-San Francisco), which would have 
brought greater transparency and accountability to 
the state’s public higher education institutions. 

SB 218 would have updated the California Pub-
lic Records Act to include auxiliary organizations 
that perform government functions at the Univer-
sity of California, the California State University 
and California community colleges.

SB 219 would have provided UC employees who 
report waste, fraud and abuse with the same legal 
protections as other state employees.

“The governor has failed to keep his promise of 
bringing greater sun-
shine to government 
agencies,” Yee stated in 
a press release.  “While 
he talks a lot about 
government waste, he 
vetoes the only bills to 
actually provide public 
oversight and account-
ability.  His vetoes are 
certain to allow further 
scandal at these public 
institutions and will 
only result in fewer 
philanthropic dollars 
at a time when they 
are needed more than 
ever.”

According to the CSU Chancellor’s Office, 20 
percent of its $6.7 billion budget, or $1.34 billion, 
is held in auxiliaries and foundations, which is out 
of public view.

“We are outraged that the governor vetoed SB 
218,” said Lillian Taiz, president of the California 
Faculty Association. “It would appear that his pub-
lic commitment to transparency and accountability 
is only lip-service.”

“Unfortunately, the governor has sent the wrong 
message to those who witness wrongdoing at UC,” 
said Yee. “Without legal protections, workers are 
certain to unfairly face retaliation for doing the 
right thing and many others will just stay silent.  
The governor has not only let down UC workers, 
but all California taxpayers.”

Chapter President of the CFA at Cal State Fuller-
ton, Mougo Nyaggah, said this bill was important 
for the CFA because it would have allowed taxpay-
ers to know where their money is going. “Under 
the current law, we cannot force the CSU system to 
open up their books to the public,” he said.

Nyaggah said he believes that funds that have 
been allocated to other auxiliaries should be used 
to hire more lectures and open more classes for stu-
dents.

CSU spokesperson Erik Fallis commented that 
the CSU has long been a leader in transparency and 
accountability in public higher education.

“Unfortunately, SB 218 inappropriately defines 
private auxiliary organizations as a state or local 
public agency for purposes of the California Public 
Records Act. 

This could have cost the CSU and its auxilia-
ries millions while reducing private-giving to our 
campuses at a time when they need it most. This 
diversion of funds and loss of charitable donations 
would hurt the ability of auxiliaries to support the 
university’s mission of quality, accessible higher 
education,” he said.

The CFA and the California Newspaper Publish-
ers Association co-sponsored SB 218. It was also 
supported by the editorial boards of the Los Ange-
les Times, Riverside Press-Enterprise, Sacramento 
Bee and San Gabriel Valley Tribune, among others.

The CFA represents the 22,000 professors, librar-
ians, coaches and counselors that teach at the 23 
CSU campuses.

“It’s disappointing to see that the governor de-
cided to take sides with campus executives instead 
of the taxpayers and students of California,” said 
Adam J. Keigwin, spokesperson for Yee.

 Keigwin added that Yee will re-evaluate the situ-
ation and over the next year will re-introduce the 
bills to the state at another capacity.

The International Association of 
Business Communicators of Cal 
State Fullerton is hosting its fall se-
mester Professional-Student Mixer 
at BJ’s Restaurant & Brewhouse in 
Brea Oct. 13 starting at 7 p.m. The 
Professional-Student Mixer aims to 
bring CSUF students together with 
professionals in the communications 
and business industries for network-
ing opportunities. 

IABC has invited and confirmed 
professionals in the public relations, 
marketing, advertising and other vari-
ous business fields to meet and min-
gle with students. The mixer has been 
styled as a “speed networking” event 
where individual professionals float 
from table to table to answer student 
questions, share their professional ex-
periences and offer advice for rounds 
of five to eight minutes.

“The event will be extremely ex-
citing, quick and informative,” said 
IABC-CSUF President Steven Mu-
niz, 24, a political science major with 
an emphasis in public relations.

The guest list boasts prominent 
professionals with career experience 
ranging from CEOs of marketing 
companies to advertising account 
executives to former IABC members-
turned public relations gurus. 

“We encourage all students to at-
tend. You may be in a different field 
of study, but you never know how 
the person you network with can po-
tentially help you in the future,” said 
IABC-CSUF Director of Member-
ship Aria Fadakar, 21, a public rela-
tions major.

“I’d like to meet more contacts 

Senator Leland Yee

BY NIcOLE PARk
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with professionals from various in-
dustries,” said Kristina Finney, 22, 
a public relations major. Hopeful 
students like Finney can look for-
ward to meeting professionals from 
companies such as Wundermarx, 
Golin Harris, West Bound Commu-
nications and more at this evening’s 
event.

The IABC Professional-Student 
Mixer is free to all IABC members 
and $5 for non-members. The event 
includes complimentary BJ’s appetiz-
ers and soft drinks. Last semester, the 
Professional-Student Mixer hosted 
more than 10 professionals but is ex-
pecting a larger turnout of students 
and professionals this fall.

The association is a global network 
of communications professionals. 
IABC has a network of over 15,500 
business communicators in over 80 
countries and encourages students to 
take advantage of its professional re-
sources through the IABC Web site.

Executive Vice President Nicole 
Pierce, 22, a public relations major, 
described IABC as “a club to help 
students make the connections to 
transition from the student to pro-
fessional world.”

Social media is not only the latest 
method of global communication, it 
is the newest implementation that 
IABC uses to promote their Profes-
sional-Student Mixer. 

IABC’s newest contest is “Twitter 
for Tacos,” where students simply add 
IABC’s account (IABC_CSUF) and 
re-Tweet the mixer details in order 
to win a coupon for free tacos from 
Cantina Lounge of Fullerton. The 
first 25 CSUF students who re-tweet 
“IABC_CSUF” are eligible to win. 
The contest details will be posted on 
IABC_CSUF’s Twitter account.

See DARFUR, Page 2

IABC ‘mixes’ it upTransparency bills vetoed



Page Two october 13, 20092

For The record
It is the policy of the daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. errors on the opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Skyler Blair at 657-278-5815 or at 
execeditor@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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IN oTher NewS
INTerNaTIoNaL
Violence continues in Pakistan 

RAWALPINDI (MCT) – a team of 10 militants shot their way into 
Pakistan’s army headquarters driven by a chilling goal: seize senior military 
officers as hostages and demand the release of more than 100 prisoners held 
by the government.

within 45 minutes, the commandos had killed four of the militants 
guarding hostages, and captured a fifth, a Punjabi named aqeel who report-
edly led the attack.

The latest bombing occurred Monday, when a teenage suicide bomber 
detonated a blast in a crowded market in the town of alpuri, just outside 
the volatile Swat Valley region killing 41 people and wounded 45 others, 
authorities said. 

The assault on the main military headquarters, just outside the capital, 
took place one day after a suicide car bomb blast in a crowded bazaar in the 
northwest city of Peshawar killed 53 people and wounded more than 100.

NaTIoNaL
Two Americans win Nobel Prize in economics 

WASHINGTON (MCT) – Two americans won the Nobel Prize in eco-
nomic sciences Monday for their research into the way economic decisions 
and transactions are made outside of the market.

elinor ostrom, 76, a professor at Indiana University in Bloomington, 
Ind., became the first woman to win the prize for economics since it was 
established 40 years ago.

ostrom and williamson were cited for their work beginning in the early 
1970s that helped to expand economics beyond the traditional analysis of 
market prices. Specifically, the royal Swedish academy of Sciences said the 
pair established “economic governance” as a field of research that had “great-
ly enhanced our understanding of non-market institutions.”

The economics prize to ostrom is unusual in that she is a political scien-
tist by training, although her field work and research have the earmarks of 
an anthropologist as well as a behavioral economist.

 on Monday, ostrom said she was “very surprised” by the news and 
noted the significance of a woman receiving the honor.

STaTe
Long Beach man sentenced for deadly DUI crash

SANTA ANA (MCT) – a 25-year-old Long Beach man was sentenced 
Friday to a life term in prison for a drunk driving crash that killed his best 
friend last year.

Ivan gandarilla was convicted of second-degree murder on July 15 and 
was sentenced Friday to 15 years to life in prison for the death of his 29-
year-old friend, Fernando Flores.

gandarilla had been drinking for several hours on Feb. 16, 2008, when 
he got behind the wheel of his Mitsubishi eclipse with Flores in the pas-
senger seat, Los alamitos police said last year.

witnesses said gandarilla turned against a red left turn arrow when his 
Mitsubishi was struck by a 2004 chevrolet Tahoe.

Two hours after the crash, gandarilla’s blood-alcohol level was measured 
at .17 percent, more than twice the legal limit, prosecutors said.

gandarilla was sentenced to the maximum term of 15 years to life in 
prison by an orange county Superior court judge on Friday.

“It seems like when we respond 
we don’t seem to take (the people 
who we are helping’s) counsel. we 
don’t seem to come and say, ‘You 
know, how can we work with you?’” 
wilkens said. “we can’t solve the 
problem. Problems have to be solved 
by the people themselves, but can we 
help those who are working to solve 
the problems.”

wilkens said he is against vio-
lence; he never once carried a gun 
when he was in Sudan. 

People offered him weapons, but 
he refused. he doesn’t believe that 
people have to kill someone to save 
someone else’s life. 

rockets flew overhead so regu-
larly that his pet african grey parrot 
learned to mimic the sounds of the 
rockets. even the red cross couldn’t 
travel around the city.

recently, President obama said to 
the UN general assembly: “we will 
pursue a lasting peace with Sudan 

through the support for the people 
of darfur and the implementation 
of the comprehensive Peace agree-
ment, so that we secure peace that 
the Sudan people deserve.”

he promised unstinting resolve 
when he appointed Maj. gen. Scott 
gration to be his special envoy in 
Sudan.

“I think that this Nobel Peace 
Prize will help build momentum,” 
wilkens said. “There are a lot of fac-
tors that tend to limit us, but I still 
choose to believe that he will follow 
through and the question will be 
how fast and to what level.”

“I’m optimistic; I have to remain 
optimistic,” wilkens added. “and by 
staying optimistic, we will find ways 
that we can help (obama) do that. 
That’s what I got to be looking for, 
not is he going to do it or not, but 
what can I do to help him.”

wilkens has already started to de-
velop this way of thinking.

“Just how we have to intervene, I 
don’t know,” wilkens said.

genocide and war still exist 
around the world. Places like the 
congo and people like the arme-
nians are still subjected to persecu-
tion, he said.

wilkens believes he can make a 
difference and bring peace to his im-
mediate world while working toward 
peace for others.

“I’m not sure how much time 

I give to the thought of complete 
peace everywhere anymore,” he said. 
“My time is spent on how can I bring 
peace where I am and the countries I 
feel drawn to.”

The IUCC event, an evening with Carl Wilkens on Saturday, Oct. 10 in Irvine, 
gave people a first-hand account of life for the people of Rwanda as the country was 
collapsing. 
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croc bites golfer’s arm

“

“It gives me the ability 
to say to my fellow coun-
cil members that I got a 
first-hand dialogue with 
residents in Fullerton.

– Sharon Quirk-Silva,

 Fullerton city councilwoman

residents take steps 
toward progress

(MCT) –  a 77-year-old man 
lost his arm below the elbow 
Thursday when he was attacked 
by an alligator while playing golf 
on Fripp Island.

The man, the father of a Fripp 
Island property owner, was play-
ing the 11th hole of the island’s 
ocean creek golf course at about 
3 p.m. when the attack occurred. 
The victim was leaning down to 
pick up his ball when a 10-foot 
long alligator grabbed his arm, 
said Kate hines, general manager 
of the Fripp Island Property own-
ers association.

hines said the alligator dragged 
the man into a nearby pond and 
went into a series of “death rolls,” 
a technique the reptile uses to tear 
apart its food. The man lost his 
arm in the struggle.

The man’s golf buddies were 
able to free him from the alligator’s 
grasp and called 911. They kept 
an eye on the alligator until work-
ers from Tracks wildlife control 
in Beaufort arrived, hines said.

The victim, visiting family on 
the island, was taken to Beaufort 
Memorial hospital.

Tracks workers killed the alliga-

tor and performed a necropsy at 
the scene to remove the man’s arm 
from the animal’s digestive track, 
hines said.

The arm was stored in a cooler 
in the hopes of re-attaching it. The 
victim was flown at about 5:30 
p.m. to the Medical University of 
South carolina in charleston.

There have been 10 confirmed 
alligator attacks in the past 25 
years in South carolina, accord-
ing to state’s department of Natu-
ral resources. dNr estimates that 
100,000 to 200,000 american al-
ligators live along South carolina’s 
coasts.

Thursday’s attack could have 
been caused by any number of 
factors, said Joe Maffo, owner of 
critter Management, a hilton 
head Island business specializing 
in alligator removal.

“It could have been a mother 
protecting her brood, this alliga-
tor may have been fed before by 
people or it could have been a 
dominance thing and the alliga-
tor felt he was trespassing,” Maffo 
said. “These kinds of attacks are 
very, very unusual and very, very 
unfortunate. It’s sad.”

By lAurA BAron-loPez
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com

a cool, fresh Saturday morning 
was ideal for a “walk and talk” with 
Fullerton city councilwoman Sha-
ron Quirk-Silva at hillcrest Park. 

once a month, Quirk-Silva 
makes herself available to the Ful-
lerton public and invites them to 
a walk and talk event where they 
can express their concerns and walk 
around neighborhoods or parks.

“I wanted to have a forum such 
as this where I could hear the pub-
lic’s issues and normally they are 
standard issues, but the other ones 
are issues I wouldn’t know about 
unless I meet the residents and have 
something like this,” Quirk-Silva 
said, regarding her reason for start-
ing these gatherings last year when 
she was mayor. 

The most recent one was her fif-
teenth walk and talk with the pub-
lic.

The gathering was small but ef-
fective. Seven Fullerton residents 
attended, not including Quirk-
Silva, and all 
with valid 
questions. 

The inti-
macy of the 
meeting was 
evident, none 
were intimi-
dated and 
shared sug-
gestions with 
Quirk-Silva. 
her dedica-
tion to under-
standing their 
g r i e v a n c e s 
could be seen 
by her engag-
ing manner.

Several is-
sues were ad-
dressed throughout the meeting, 
varying from the residential coyote 
hills development, lack of parking 
at the train station, neighborhood 
violations, the rebuilding of the 
richman area and the future of the 
nationally-registered hillcrest Park.

on the issue of coyote hills, the 
attendees are unsatisfied with the 
possible developments and would 
rather keep the community the 
same. 

They are also concerned with a 
slope that may threaten the houses 
below if the development is not 
done with care.

a lack of parking at the train sta-
tion creates an annoyance for Ful-
lerton natives, who feel that com-
muters from neighboring cities take 
their spots. 

as a solution, they asked for a 
possible casual day pass from the 
police department.

Jeanette and Lenard dunn men-
tioned a personal grievance with 
residents in their neighborhood, 
who have never posed a threat to 
them, but have been allowing a 
number of people to move in and 
out of their garage.  

They were concerned it may be 
an immigration issue, and in re-
sponse, Quirk-Silva promised to 
look into it.

Quirk-Silva also provided in-
formation on the richman com-
munity area, which has been going 
through improvements.  

In doing so, habitat for human-
ity on west avenue has built nine 
housing units and are searching for 
ways to fund more housing.

Unfortunately, due to a lack of 
affordability, many families are 
moving out. Some are heading out 
of state.

another attendee, Fullerton di-
rector of Parks and recreation, Joe 
Felz, led the group around the park, 
explaining the construction that is 
underway and the small improve-
ments that needed to be made.

hillcrest Park spans over 44 acres 
plus the future “lion’s den”  area, 
which will consist of a baseball dia-
mond and soccer field. 

Furthermore, Felz stressed the 
need to make the park more easily 
accessible to the public because, as 
of right now, it has the trait of being 

an island.
Through-

out the morn-
ing walk and 
talk, Quirk-
Silva had 
written down 
all the griev-
ances and 
sugges t ions 
brought up 
by the at-
tendees to try 
and find so-
lutions for on 
a notebook, 
even asking 
them for their 
numbers to 
ensure their 
q u e s t i o n s 

were answered and to keep them 
informed.

“It’s a real informal way to get to 
know (the people of Fullerton), and 
it gives me the ability to say to my 
fellow council members that I got a 
first hand dialogue with residents in 
Fullerton,” Quirk-Silva said.

Many of the attendees were ones 
who go to every monthly session, 
which shows that the public appre-
ciates Quirk-Silva making herself 
available to them in ways that many 
local politicians would not.

The dunns are loyal attendees 
and have lived in Fullerton for 56 
years.

when asked why they chose 
to come to the walk and talk they 
said, “we come because we learn so 
much about Fullerton, and we get 
to see areas that you don’t get to 
normally.”

rather than having to make ap-
pointments or go from department 
to department with unanswered 
questions, the public could simply 
attend the monthly walk and talk 
and receive one-on-one time with 
Quirk-Silva.

Photo Courtesy MCt

MULTIMEDIA
For video of  the Wilkens’ 
speech at the event, go to

Dailytitan.com/darfur
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With a history dating back to 
1000 B.C., condoms are the most 
common form of contraception and 
can be purchased at nearly any conve-
nience or drug store. They are easy to 
come by and many clinics give them 
away for free. At Cal State Fullerton, 
the Student Health and Counseling 
Center often gives out free rubbers at 
events like the Health Fair. 

While name-brand condoms like 
Trojan and Lifestyles typically range 
from $4.49 to $5.99 for a three-pack, 
the Health Center sells both brands 
for only 10 cents each. On an in-
formation board in the pharmacy, 
students are confronted with a math 
equation that equals affordable safety: 
For the price of three Trojan-brand 
condoms at a standard drug store, 
Titans can get 60 at the SHCC. The 
variety of condoms shifts occasional-
ly, but high-end protection is always 
available during pharmacy hours.

Titan or not, an even cheaper so-
lution sits just on the corner of State 
College Boulevard and Chapman Av-
enue: the local 99 Cents Only Store. 

A pack of 12 brightly-colored bits 
of protection is, you guessed it, only 
99 cents. This equates to about eight 
cents apiece, a steal with a two-cent 
savings compared to on-campus con-
doms. 

Two cents can add up to big bucks 
in savings, depending on your invest-
ment in the practice of safe sex.

Despite the news of the minimal 
cost, many students on campus are 
wary of the idea of using a condom 
from a discount store. 

“It’s the 99 Cents Store. I would 
use hangers from the 99 Cents Store. 
I would use screws and screwdrivers. I 
wouldn’t buy condoms like I wouldn’t 
buy food at the 99 Cents Store,” said 
Nickolas Jones, 26, a CSUF graduate 
student.         

“The price itself says a lot,” said 
Aziel Manago, 19, a pre-nursing 
major. True, the price does say a lot, 
but what it says is safe sex is being 
made affordable for virtually every-
one within driving distance of one 
of the company’s 279 store locations 
in California, Nevada, Arizona and 
Texas. There are spermicidal, ribbed 
and colored varieties, among others, 
to choose from. 

The two brands that can always 

be found at most lo-
cations in Southern 
California are Fanta-
sy and Trustex. Both 
are products of Line 
One Laboratories, a 
distributor based in 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Contrary to as-
sumptions made by 
some surveyed stu-
dents, the condoms 
are only cheap in 
price, not quality. 

The condoms are 
not in the chain of 
stores because they 
are defective or old. 
Boxes at the State 
College and Chap-
man store display ex-
piration dates ranging 
from 2012 to 2014.

Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Line One 
Laboratories Budi-
man Lee explained 
the cheap sale of their 
product through the 
discount stores.

“Twice a year we 
put out the Trustex 

brand for 
consumers 
that love 
high end-
product s 
but cannot afford the high 
price in a pharmacy. So, we 
work with 99 Cents Only 
Stores to let the consumers 
enjoy the high-end Trustex 
brand.”

For college students, this 
seems like the perfect an-
swer to maintaining safer 
sex practices while on a 
tight budget. Not all stu-
dents are so worried about 
the integrity of Line One 
Laboratories’ product.

CSUF alumnus Jeff Sc-
heidler, 25, hadn’t given 
the topic much thought 
but maintained that, “Con-
doms are condoms, right?”

Alejandro Guerrero, 20, 
gave two thumbs up when 
told about the discounted, 

reliable products.
According to the U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration, students have 
no reason to question the effective-
ness of any condom over another. All 
manufacturers are subject to regula-
tion by the FDA to ensure all con-
doms meet standards. 

The FDA’s “Condoms and Sexu-
ally Transmitted Diseases” brochure 
stated, “Manufacturers ‘spot check’ 
their condoms using a ‘water-leak’ 
test. FDA inspectors do a similar test 
on sample condoms they take from 
warehouses. The condoms are filled 
with water and checked for leaks. 
An average of 996 of 1,000 condoms 
must pass this test.”

The Joint United Nations Pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS reported, 
“Carefully monitored studies have 
demonstrated that consistent and 
correct use of condoms is an effective 

means of protecting users and their 
partners against unplanned pregnan-
cy and STDs, including the human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), the 
virus that causes AIDS.”

Other tests the manufacturer con-
ducts on random batches include 
stretching the latex, filling it with air 
and sending jolts of powerful electric-
ity into the condom through metal 
rods to look for melting in weak 
spots. 

“Whether it’s a Trojan or not, free 
or cheap, I recommend a condom 
in general. In terms of protection 
percentage, they’re the same,” said 
Senior HIV Testing Counselor Jason 
Tran, 23, of the Asian Pacific AIDS 
Intervention Team, concerning the 
importance of safer sex.

Regardless of where you go to get 
your goods or how much you pay for 
your favored flavor, color or brand, 

the important part is that a condom 
be worn properly during the entire 
session of intercourse each and every 
time.

99 Cents Only Stores sell condoms, 12 to a box. Fantasy brand condoms are available in assorted colors, lubricated or with Nonoxynol-9, a spermicide. 
Photo By John Wayne Maiorello/Daily titan Staff Photographer

Condoms and pregnancy tests are sold next to lip balm, antacids, analgesics and candy at the 
checkstands of 99 Cents Only Stores. 

Photo By ron Fu/Daily titan Staff Photographer

Safe sex is the same at 8 cents apiece
By nicole Park anD JaMie igleSiaS

Daily Titan Staff Writers
features@dailytitan.com

Log on to dailytitan.com 
/99centcondom for  
demonstrations of 99 
Cents Only Store condoms
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There are some things that are 
perfectly acceptable to “go cheap” 
on and there are some that are ob-
viously not.

When it comes to purchases 
from the 99 Cents Only Stores, 
it’s important to understand that 
the supermarket chain still has to 
follow laws that ensure their prod-
ucts are safe and dependable even if 
they are offered at, what seems like, 
a ridiculously low price.

Quality over quantity is not an 
excuse in this case because even 
though you can get a pack of 12 
condoms for 99 cents, every con-
dom still must hold up to standards 
of safety and durability. Regardless 
of price, they get the job done.

It’s an issue of self-assurance. 
One may feel that by paying more 
for a product they are getting a bet-
ter quality, and any smart advertis-
ing campaign will try to persuade 
buyers that the price they are pay-
ing is for better quality and trust in 
a brand. 

For a consumer to build brand 
loyalty, they need to try a product 
and see if it works for them. Un-
fortunately with condoms, one bad 
test run can spell bad consequences 
(it doesn’t fit, too thin, etc.) this 
should not be the case with price 

because all condoms, regardless of 
price, must have the same quality 
standard.

It is perfectly acceptable to “take 
a walk on the wild side” and try the 
top-of-the-line condoms, which by 
all means could be justifiably worth 
paying top-dollar. 

But the reality is that your stan-
dard condom – no bells and whistles 
attached – is just latex rubber. The 
same material is used in gloves to 
keep surgeons’ hands clean when 
operating. 

The latex in the gloves, like con-
doms, can be purchased for a dollar 
and you can get hundreds. I would 
argue that if they are safe to buy in 
bulk when used for surgical proce-
dures they should be safe to buy in 
bulk to cover your schlong.

There were not always rules gov-
erning condoms and their quality. 
But this has changed and the way 
they are manufactured and dispersed 
to the masses is closely monitored. 

Current regulations in the U.S. 
start with good manufacturing prac-
tices (GMP) rules, which are stan-
dards for factories that make drugs 
and other products that play a role 
in preventing disease, including 
condoms. These are universal and 
apply to all brands, from Trojans to 
Durex and the 99 Cent Store brand 
equally. 

The World Health Organization 
also has international parameters for 
condoms including: the maximum 
number of condoms that can be de-
fective in each batch, accreditation 
for laboratories that test condoms, 
procedures for the tests and materi-
als, shelf life and stability.

If you find yourself in a situation 
where a 99 Cents Only Stores con-
dom is your only option and you are 
still uneasy just remember the motto, 
“when in doubt, always pull out.”

By Skyler Blair
Daily Titan Executive Editor 

opinion@dailytitan.com

Even with the struggling econo-
my we should not overlook the use 
of contraceptives in our daily lives. 
Although many of us are penny-
pinching and trying to cut costs, we 
cannot make the mistake of purchas-
ing condoms at the 99 Cents Only 
Stores. 

Sure, these condoms give us the 
low-price guarantee we are searching 
for, but we will be disappointed with 
its quality. Just like with clothes, 
food, etc., when you purchase prod-
ucts of less quality you notice the 
difference.

I did my own hands-on research 
today and compared it to a popular 
brand, Trojan. 

Just by feeling the texture of the 
condom you notice the difference in 
durability. 

It depends on how you use con-
doms, so the results may vary. How-
ever, if it were up to me, I would 
not take the risk with something as 
unpredictable as the consequences of 
sexual intercourse.

It is better to be safe than sorry. 
Shelling out more money for brands 
you trust is not a bad investment. 

Buying a pack of 99 cent con-
doms might help your finances but 
spending just a little bit more mon-
ey would not hurt, especially when 

your health and well-being is ac-
tively involved. When your 99 cent 
condom breaks, you will definitely 
be wishing you opted for the name 
brand. 

I’m not saying the name-brand 
condoms won’t break either, but I 
have more faith in Trojan Man than 
a pack of bootleg condoms that is 
cheaper than a gallon of gas.

Plus, the name-brand condoms 
have all the bells and whistles if 
you and your partner want to spice 
things up. 

I’m talking about flavored, his 
pleasure, her pleasure, ultra thin, 
ribbed, extra large – you name it, 
they got it. 

If you stick with the 99 cent 
condoms, your sex life’s potential 
has not been fully realized.

Like the old adage says, “You get 
what you pay for.” When you buy 
high-quality items, you’re usually 
not dissatisfied because you know 
you are getting a good product. 

Just because something is cheap 
doesn’t mean it will satisfy your 
needs.

There are still cheaper alterna-
tives than buying condoms at your 
local CVS or Wal-Mart. 

Colleges and universities give 
out name-brand condoms for a 
low price, and you can also go to 
Planned Parenthood for the same 
solution. 

If these places wanted to, they 
could have purchased the 99 cent 
condoms to distribute as well; so 
if they can’t trust them, then why 
should we?

You cannot compromise protec-
tion if you want to protect yourself 
from STDs, HIV and lessen your 
chance of impregnating someone; 
you need to be well equipped. 
Brand-name condoms: Quality 
you can trust – and feel.

By Simon liang
Daily Titan Asst. Sports Editor

opinion@dailytitan.com

Should safe sex cost more than a dollar per dozen?

We all have those moments – 
sometimes you’re with a group of 
friends discussing the latest issue of 
the British Medical Bulletin, per-
haps while engaging in a friendly de-
bate over if Williams’ and Spencer’s 
published methods for managing the 
Clostridium difficile infection are in-
deed relevant to all medical cases in a 
hospital setting given that there isn’t 
an optimal method of diagnosis.

Or maybe you’re talking about 
football and junk. Whatever.

You’re knocking back beers like 
there’s no tomorrow, and sometime 
during the course of the night the 
conversation shifts to how awe-
some it would be if you and all your 
buddies went out and stole an am-
bulance, and then right as you got 
pulled over you all disrobe. 

Because the look on the cop’s face 
would be freaking priceless! High 
five!

But despite being a drunken idiot, 
you ultimately don’t end up carrying 
out what your friend Matt calls “The 
greatest. Idea. Ever!” right before 
barfing up four chalupas.

Why? Because, come on, alcohol 
makes idiots out of all of us from 
time to time, and there exists certain 
ideas that are so inherently stupid 
that even if your blood starts to taste 
like Everclear, you’d still never do 
them. 

Sure, you’re stupid when you’re 
“crunk,” but you do have some sem-

nerdgasm
“Exploring the highs and lows of nerd culture”

People eating Tasty animals
By aShleigh johnSon 

Daily Titan Copy Editor
opinion@dailytitan.com

blance of intelligent thought upon 
reaching sobriety.

All right, PETA. What’s your ex-
cuse?

Let’s get one thing straight: I’m 
what you might call an animal lover. 
I’m one of those freaks who talks in a 
high-pitched baby voice to animals. 

I used to work in a pet store where 
I would try to give the little guinea 
pigs and blue-tongued skinks cud-
dles after I cleaned their cages (side 
note: skinks are awesome).

I am all about freaking respect for 
animals.

Recently the Aquarium of the 
Pacific announced that they would 
give away tickets to patrons who 
purchased specially-marked seafood 
entrees at participating restaurants.

PETA, being comprised of win-
dow-lickers and attention whores, 
was quick to enter “sassy mode” and 
quickly began an aggressive campaign 
(i.e. they tore themselves away from 
their Myspace pages long enough to 
whine on their blog) against the Sea-
food of the Future program.

“Nooo!” They cried, probably 
whilst blasting a My Chemical Ro-
mance CD (because Gerard Way un-
derstands pain, guys), masturbating 
furiously to a screen cap from the 
“Twilight” movie and continuously 
flipping their oh-so-trendy bangs 
out of their eyes in a practiced mo-
tion that resembles a neurological 
problem. “Think of the sea kittens! 
They communicate!”

No. Just no.
The goal of the aquarium’s Sea-

food of the Future program is to en-

courage sustainability. 
Wild-caught seafood has become 

a popular meal due to the belief that 
farm-raised animals have a higher 
mercury content among other rea-
sons. This has led to a drop in the 
wild population, affecting the eco-
system and robbing local economies 
of a viable source of income.

The program will encourage peo-
ple to rely on farm-raised food, by 
providing recipes and the opportu-
nity to enjoy an educational, fun-
filled day at the aquarium.

Campaigning against cruelty to 
animals is all well and good. Pushing 
a lifestyle that is, frankly, inconve-
nient or impractical on an unassum-
ing population is not. 

Newsflash, PETA: a vegan diet 
is not the cure for everything. Also, 
tofu is gross. Oh yeah, I went there.

Also, stop calling fish “sea kittens” 
– you’re just robbing them of what 
little dignity they have left. 

If I were a fish and I overheard 
someone calling me a sea kitten I 
would not be able to find a hook and 
the sweet, sweet embrace of death 
fast enough. 

Hell, if I couldn’t find a hook I’d 
just swim around in my own filth 
until I choked to death.

But maybe I’m just bitter because 
ABC has decided to pull a segment 
on “Dancing with the Stars” in 
which a chimp was a guest judge. 

Read: Now I’ll never have a reason 
to watch “Dancing with the Stars.” 
I’ll bet he was wearing an adorable 
little suit and everything. 

Damn you, PETA, damn you.

Gas tax is not 
the final solution

By DaviD armSTrong
For the Daily Titan

opinion@dailytitan.com

California higher education is 
bleeding. The budget was cut by 
$888 million for the 2008-10 fiscal 
years, according to the Law Analysts’ 
Office. 

Assembly Bill 656 will create an 
oil tax of 9.9 percent to fund higher 
education, an estimated billion dol-
lars per year, according to the Cali-
fornia Chronicle. However, should 
the state push this through?

AB 656 will create the Califor-
nia Higher Education Endowment 
Corporation and an oversight board 
to run it. The board are a dozen po-
litical appointees, five of whom are 
from community colleges, Cal State 
Universities and Universities of Cal-
ifornia and the other seven people 
coming out of Sacramento. 

This dirty dozen will appoint a 
CEO to the CHEEC, who will then 
staff the company with personnel to 
accomplish its mission of refunding 
education.

The premise for the bill is out-
lined in Section 1, where Assembly-
man Alberto Torrico (D-Fremont) 
estimates that in 2025, 41 percent of 
workers will need a degree to work 
in California. No evidence, he just 
said it. 

Torrico plays the race card, claim-
ing that by 2020, Latinos will make 
up 40 percent of the workforce 
(probably) but only 12 percent will 
have a college degree. 

And this bill will fix that? And 
what are the equivalent ratios for 
whites, blacks or Asians? He doesn’t 
say. He doesn’t care.

The point is, before a single class 
is reinstated or a professor is paid at 
2008 wages, more than a dozen new 
bureaucrats will be receiving salaries, 
health care, pensions and everything 
that government pays for that people 
hate. 

This bill is supposed to give back 
money that the schools already had, 
so what do we need a new bureaucra-
cy for? Why can’t the money be fun-

neled through old channels? Because 
this new money has a mandate.

According to the bill, the money 
can only be spent on curriculum 
and programs related to renewable 
energy for community colleges, any-
thing leftover is then allocated to the 
CSUs and UCs. I’m not against the 
environment, but it seems there are 
two environmental debates. 

The first is clean water at Lake 
Tahoe. I love Lake Tahoe, and I’m 
all for a clean planet, but before 
my tuition can be reduced to below 
$2,000 a semester, the money has to 
make sure proper liberal indoctri-
nation occurs in California’s lovely 
community college system. 

Call me selfish and elitist, but if 
I’m going to be paying higher gas 
prices for the rest of my life, I’m go-
ing to ask for something more than 
additional green programs at Mt. 
San Antonio College.

This is money that may never even 
reach community colleges. For those 
who don’t remember, California just 
weathered a budget crisis which in 
consequence brought us the Febru-
ary Agreement, the cause of the mas-
sive budget cuts. 

A compromise as part of the agree-
ment was to remove the gas tax pro-
vision from the budget. Currently, 
two assemblymen, two senators and 
the governor are being recalled as a 
result of the February Agreement.

In the May 21 special election, 
one proposition would have taken 
money gathered from the Million-
aire’s Tax (to fund the care of the 
mentally ill) and the Smoker’s Tax 
(to fund anti-smoking programs) to 
pay for the state’s deficit. 

The proposition failed, but it dem-
onstrates the naked power grabs that 
sometimes take place in Sacramento. 
In the 2010-11 budget discussions, 
are they going to opt for taking of 
AB 656 monies to pay off the Prison 
Guard Union?

There are a lot of problems in the 
state, and the last thing California 
needs is another tax to fund green 
programs while politicians try to rob 
the crazies and teen smokers.

Articles written for the Daily Titan by columnists, other Cal State Fullerton 
students or guests do not necessarily reflect the view of the Daily Titan or 
Daily Titan Editorial Board. Only the editorials are representative of the 
views of the Daily Titan Editorial Board.
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Year after year, the Cal State Ful-
lerton baseball coaching staff starts 
the long road to the College Baseball 
World Series by shaping individual 
players into a cohesive team.

As some players leave and new 
recruits join the squad in the fall, 
coaches are left to pick up the pieces 
from the prior season and start the 
whole process over again.

This year doesn’t seem any dif-
ferent for Head Coach Dave Ser-
rano, who began coordinating the 
fall intrasquad scrimmages last week 
as part of the official fall workouts 
taking place through Nov. 14, and 
concluding prior to the Thanksgiv-
ing recess.

“We’re playing games against each 
other and I think it’s just as good as 
playing an outside opponent,” Ser-
rano said, after a recent scrimmage 
at Goodwin Field. “The two teams 
that we split up are pretty evenly 
matched and I think they could both 
be Division I baseball teams.”   

Serrano said that the scrimmages 

Titans working toward Spring

By juan Saucedo
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

are just the tip of the iceberg because 
it’s going to take a lot of training to 
get the players prepared for next sea-
son.

“I look at it as, it’s not a sprint, 
it’s a marathon for the whole year, so 
were just trying to get guys acclimat-
ed with playing the game the right 
way,” Serrano said.

The intrasquad games are very 
important because Serrano is going 
to get a fair assessment of what each 
player could do on the diamond, he 
said.

“It’s one week into it and I’m 
excited about how everything has 
gone,” Serrano said. “I love the en-
ergy of this team, but we’re really 
young.”

At the moment, Serrano is keep-
ing things simple for the pitchers 
by letting them throw fastballs and 
change-ups but nothing too com-
plex. They’re also only pitching two 
innings each, he said. 

“We’ve swung the bat well and 
we’ve thrown strikes,” he said. “That’s 
all we’re pretty much expecting from 
our team right now. We want them 
to put the ball in play, play hard and 
play catch.”

Junior infielder Gary Brown runs the bases during a Titan home game in 2009.
phoTo courTeSy maTTBrownphoTo.com

Serrano said that the coaching 
staff’s expectations are that each 
player trains and plays the game at 
the highest level so that they could 
succeed on the field.

“We have a long way to go on the 
learning curve as a team, on how to 
play the game and how to win and 
win together,” he said.

Sophomore Noe ramirez, a re-
turning right-handed pitcher, said 
he feels that the team is already 
clicking and coming together as a 
cohesive unit.

“In order to be successful, we need 
a good team and a close team and I 
feel that already,” he said.  

ramirez, who started at the Col-
lege World Series last season, said the 
team’s pitching didn’t suffer much 
because they have a lot of returning 
players from that position.

“pitching, we’re going to be on it 
this year,” he said, adding that he’s 
focusing this off season on perfect-
ing his change-up. “I feel that’s go-
ing to be our strongest thing.”

Like ramirez, sophomore left-
hand pitcher David Hurlbut is work-
ing on perfecting his change-up with 
the help of the coaching staff. 

Hurlbut, a transfer from Diablo 
Valley College, said he’s also focus-
ing on getting accustomed to being 
around a new group of guys and so 
far he hasn’t had many problems do-
ing so.

“to be honest, I can’t wait to get 
my start,” Hurlbut said, adding that 
he knows that he’s going to have to 
fight for a spot since he’s a new re-
cruit.

He said he’s also trying to learn 
things from his teammates because 
some of them have a lot of knowl-
edge that could benefit his play.  

ramirez, an Alhambra High 
School graduate, said he can’t wait 
for the season to start so that he 
could get another chance at pitching 
in the College World Series.

“We’ll be back in omaha and 
you’ll see us on ESpN,” he said.

The scrimmages, which are six to 
nine inning games, are free and open 
to the public, and are scheduled to 
be held twice a week in october, ex-
cept the last week, which will have 
three games.

For as long as I can remember, 
the oakland raiders have been the 
most consistent joke in the National 
Football League. Whether they win 
or lose, you can always count on 
some sort of drama with the one-
time prestigious franchise.

over the years, we’ve seen raid-
ers owner Al Davis bring in players 
with questionable backgrounds and 
make suspect coaching moves. Does 
Davis ever put much thought into 
anything he does?

Not since Jon Gruden (1998-
2001) and Bill Callahan (2002-03) 
have the raiders found any success 
with their coaching staff. Both man-
aged to drive the franchise to AFC 
title games, with Callahan taking 
them to Super Bowl XXXVII in his 
first season as head coach, where he 
suffered a lopsided 48-21 defeat to 
Gruden’s tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Since then, the raiders have been 
a joke when it comes to making 
front office decisions. Norv turner 
(2000-05) went 9-23 in two seasons. 
In 2006, Davis turned the clock 
back to 1994 and brought in former 
coach Art Shell, who posted an em-
barrassing 2-14 record, and was fired 
by Davis for a second time.

Next to strike out was former USC 
trojan assistant Lane Kiffin. What 
was strange and shocking about this 
move was the fact that Davis hired a 
man who had no head coaching ex-
perience, not in the NFL, and not in 
college. Heck, the guy shared play-
calling duties with fellow former as-

The Don Says...
raiders’ Cable should be fired if assault allegations are true

By adan vaSquez
Daily Titan Sports Editor

sports@dailytitan.com

sistant Steve Sarkisian. 
After Davis cut Kiffin loose four 

games into the 2008 season, assis-
tant tom Cable was pegged as the 
next laughing stock to roam the 
raider sidelines.

on Aug. 17, reports leakedthat 
Cable had allegedly punched as-
sistant coach randy Hanson in the 
face and fractured his jaw.

on oct. 11, Yahoo Sports report-
ed that following a two month inves-
tigation, Cable could be facing felo-
ny assault charges by Napa County 
District Attorney Gary Lieberstein.

Hanson has gone on to say that he 
feared for his life when being con-
fronted by Cable, who he said told 
him, “I’ll f***ing kill you. I’ll f***ing 
kill you.”

The issue here, though, is that 
NFL Commissioner roger Goodell 
needs to step in and make a stand. 
He punishes players for their on 
and off the field behavior. It’s time 
he plays fair and takes it to coaches 
stepping out of line as well.

If Cable is charged then Goodell 
should at the very least suspend the 
raiders coach, but that might not be 

enough punishment.
players get suspended all the time 

for their behavior. Michael Vick was 
banned from the NFL for nearly two 
years and did time in jail due to the 
dog-fighting scandal. plaxico Burress 
will spend the next two years behind 
bars for illegally carrying a gun and 
shooting himself accidentally.

The same treatment should be 
given to Cable. He does not deserve 
a free pass.

If he is guilty of the accusations, 
then fire him immediately.

If the NFL doesn’t have room for 
players with drama and baggage, 
then the same should go for coach-
es. 

Don’t leave it up to Davis to make 
any decision in this whole mess. We 
all know he’s as terrible at making 
coaching decisions as he is on draft 
day – no offense Darrius Heyward-
Bey, but you really should not have 
been on a top 10 pick.

Davis needs to hire someone with 
grade-A character for a change. or 
better yet, step down and let some-
one finally take over and help this 
now embarrassing franchise.

Raiders Head Coach Tom Cable answers questions regarding the alleged assault.
phoTo courTeSy mcT
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