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Sports
Money

Breakdown

Managing the budget for Cal State Fullerton’s athletic de-
partment has never been easy.

Just ask Robert Scialdone, associate athletics director of 
Business Affairs, who has seen the balancing act get even 
tougher due to the state’s budget crisis.

“We’ve been cut along with every other department on 
campus,” Scialdone said during an 
interview at the Titan House.

On the chopping block this 
year are the fates of at least two 
programs, while cuts have already 
occurred in areas such as travel ex-
penses and scholarships. Layoffs 
also seem like an additional future 
possibility.

This year, the department’s 
budget was slashed by more than 
$225,000, from $7.8 million to 
$7.65 million. The budget cuts 
come as the California State Uni-
versity is reeling from declining 
state aid.

Yet the budget crisis had been 
looming in the horizon for some 
time.

During the 2007-08 school 
year, the athletic department had 
to cut both the women’s and men’s fencing programs so that 
they could save money for other sports, Scialdone said. 

This year, two more 
programs are in danger of 
losing their funding, which 
has resulted in some coaches 
having to spend a lot of time rais-
ing large quantities of money just to 
keep their programs around, he said. 

“Gymnastics and wrestling have to raise a large portion of 
their budget,” Scialdone said, adding that all the programs have 
been affected in one way or another. “This is something new this 
year.”

When last semester ended in June, the CSUF head gymnastics 
coach, Jill Hicks, was told that she would have to raise $90,000 
by Aug. 1 if she wanted to keep her program afloat. 

At first the idea of raising that much money in a few months 
was overwhelming, she said. 

“Coaches do raise a certain amount of money through their 
careers but never that much that 
fast,” said Hicks, who has worked 
at CSUF for five years.

At a gymnastic coaches meet-
ing in Seattle, Wash., Hicks an-
nounced that she had to raise the 
money to save her program in an  
attempt to garner support, she 
said.

Thanks to the support of fel-
low coaches and acquaintances, 
Hicks was able to raise the money 
in time and was able to keep the 
women’s gymnastics team intact 
for one more semester, she said.

“It’s been 99 percent of what 
I’ve been focused on, so it’s very 
challenging to get the team pre-
pared,” she said, adding that the 
announcement practically killed 
her chance to recruit athletes be-

cause they know the program might not be around next year.    
CSUF gymnast Alaina Baker said Hicks has tried to remain 

positive by not showing the team how 
stressed out she is with the fundraising.

“It’s a lot harder on her because she has to 
coach us and take care of that aspect as well,” Baker 

said in a telephone interview. “We’re all really thankful for 
everything she’s done.”

Baker, a junior who’s in her third year with the team, said 
she’s not worried about whether or not she could lose her 
scholarship next season because she’s focused on gymnastics. 

“It’s not really our job to think about that,” she said. “Our 
job is to do gymnastics.” 

 However, Baker said the team has had to adjust by find-
ing competitions that are local because they don’t have the 
money to participate in competitions that take place in dis-
tant places. “We can’t really travel far away,” she said.  

Baker said the team has been getting better every year but 
that it gets frustrating because they can’t recruit the best gym-
nast, which will help them take it to the next level.

While some programs struggle to survive, other programs 
have faced smaller budgets than in years past.

Scialdone said almost every sport has been given less mon-
ey in areas such as travel expenses than in years past as a result 
of the budget crisis.

“We’ve cut travel because it has been tough. We had to be 
creative,” he said. “There hasn’t been any increase, so inter-
nally, we’ve cut some money; and travel has been one large 
part that we’ve had to cut.” 

Scialdone said they also cut the amount of money being 
allocated for scholarships for programs, while it increased in 
others.

When it comes to scholarships, it can get really tricky 
because the department needs to make sure some programs 
meet NCAA and Big West Conference regulations, he said.

For example, the basketball team is required by the NCAA 
to get 13 scholarships, while baseball should get 11.7. There 
are also similar conference requirements, he said.

Two sports programs have been cut in recent 
years and two more are in danger. The athletic 
department has been forced to delicately 
distribute what little funds are available

BY JuAn SAuCEDO
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

2009-10 Athletic Budget
Top Five Funded Sports:
1. Men’s Basketball – $875,340
2. Women’s Basketball – $667,486
3. Baseball – $634,347
4. Softball – $476,136
5. Women’s Volleyball – $409,850

Other sports – $2,020,057
(Includes cross country and track and 
field, men’s soccer, women’s soccer, 
tennis, golf, wrestling, gymnastics 
and indoor track.)

Total budget: $7,653,898

See ATHLETICS, Page 8

A fatal accident involving a 
Cal State Fullerton student and 
four others recently made head-
lines months after the crash that 
killed Angels baseball player 
Nick Adenhart and CSUF stu-
dent Courtney Stewart.

CSUF student Jessica Shek-
ell was driving the wrong way 
in the FasTrak lane on the 91 
freeway early in the morning 
on Oct. 26, causing a head-on 
collision. Toxicology reports 
have not been released.

In light of these recent high-
profile accidents, how much of 
a problem does driving under 
the influence pose to college 
students?

In 2007, the U.S. Surgeon 
General estimated that approx-
imately 5,000 persons under 
the age of 21 die from alcohol-
related injuries involving un-
derage drinking each year.

According to CollegeDrink-
ingPrevention.gov, 1,700 col-
lege students between the ages 
of 18 and 24 die each year from 
alcohol-related unintentional 
injuries, including motor vehi-
cle crashes. 599,000 students in 
this age group are unintention-
ally injured under the influence 
of alcohol.

When asked if Fullerton, a 
city with over 50,000 college 
students, suffers from a higher 

rate of drunk drivers than other 
cities, CHP Officer Denise 
Quesada said, “I can’t say Ful-
lerton stands out more than 
any other city. We all know 
that colleges attract parties, so 
you might see drinking there.” 
Perhaps proving her point, 
there was not a single alcohol 
related citation or arrest made 
by CSUF police on Halloween 
night or in the early morning 
after, according to the CSUF 
Police Department’s cop blot-
ter.

Regardless of reported DUI 
activity, law enforcement is al-
ways on the lookout for drunk 
drivers and is ready to step 
in and stop potential drunk-

driving accidents before they 
occur.

“The best way to avoid be-
coming a statistic or spending 
the night in jail is to be respon-
sible and ... designate a non-
drinking driver ahead of time,” 
said CHP Officer Raymus Pay-
ton in an e-mail interview. But 
as is sometimes the case, plans 
slip through the cracks and 
then “It’s the job of the CHP 
and law enforcement ... to re-
move drunk drivers from the 
road before they injure or kill 
someone,” he said.

So how does law enforce-
ment go about removing 
drunk-drivers from public 
roads?

“Officers look for certain 
vehicle movements that may 
indicate difficulty in operating 
a vehicle safely,” Payton said. 
“These include but are not 
limited to: weaving, ... exces-
sive speed, sudden braking for 
no apparent reason, traveling 
significantly slower than the 
flow of traffic and driving com-
pletely through stop signs and/
or red lights.”

If drivers violate these laws, 
“We’re going to stop them for 
that and check to see if they’re 
impaired,” said CHP Officer 
Jennifer Hink.

(For the full article, visit
DailyTitan.com/
DrunkDriving)

Drunk driving poses risk to students

Daily Titan: How many people are pulled over for 
suspicion of DUI in Fullerton in a week?

Sgt. Mike MacDonald: I’d probably say 75–100.
DT:  Out of those people pulled over, how many 

are actually arrested for a DUI?
SMD: Probably 40.
DT: What do officers look for when they pull over 

someone they think is driving under the influence?
SMD: Every situation is a little bit different. Intoxi-

cated people do subtle things that we notice after 
looking at cars for as long as we do, whether (it is) 
weave between lanes or fail to signal a lane change, 
things that you’re suppose to do, they forget to do.

DT: Once someone is pulled over for suspicion of 
DUI, what does the officer look for?

SMD: We look for lots of things. The smell of alco-
hol. We look at peoples’ eyes; eyes tell us a lot about 
people. And we ask them.

DT: How many people are arrested for being drunk 
in public or for disorderly conduct in the downtown 
area, on a Thursday or Saturday?

SMD: About 20.
 DT: How often are DUI checkpoints set up?
SMD: I would say probably two to three times a 

year. We don’t do checkpoints very often. Check-
points are not necessarily to catch drunk drivers, if 
we catch them, that is a secondary advantage. They 
are designed to provide education for people about 
drinking and driving.

Fullerton nightlife by the numbers
37,170

Students at 
Cal State Fullerton

22,014
Students at 

Fullerton  College

23+
Bars in Downtown 

Fullerton

40
Approximate DUI 

arrests weekly

Q&A with Fullerton Public Information 
Officer Sgt. Mike MacDonald
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Daily Titan Staff Writers

AnD BY DAMOn LOWnEY
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news@dailytitan.com
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For The record
It is the policy of the daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. errors on the opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Skyler Blair at 657-278-5815 or at 
execeditor@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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IN oTher NewS
Pakistan’s military enclave hit again, killing 30

INTerNaTIoNaL
ISLAMABAD (MCT) – at least 30 people were killed Monday in a 

bombing near Pakistan’s military headquarters in rawalpindi, with army and 
defense Ministry personnel thought to be among the victims.

The blast at a small shopping center seemed aimed at a line of people wait-
ing to withdraw their salaries from a bank branch on the ground floor, with 
soldiers likely to be in the line. Police officials said that a suicide bomber had 
walked up the queue and detonated himself.

Bodies of the dead and wounded were lying across the parking lot and 
the road in front of the shopping center, women and children among them, 
witnesses said. Pools of blood and the twisted metal remains of vehicles were 
visible after the bodies were removed. Some 35 people were wounded.

Pakistan on Monday announced rewards of $5 million for information 
that leads to the killing or capture of Taliban leaders, including Pakistani Tal-
iban chief hakimullah Mehsud, who now has a bounty of some $600,000 
on his head.

NaTIoNaL
House moves to speed up date for credit card rules

WASHINGTON (MCT) – responding to consumer frustration over ris-
ing credit card rates, the house of representatives on wednesday approved 
legislation to accelerate the implementation of new laws to crack down on 
abusive practices by credit card companies to dec. 1.

The house voted 331-92 to move up the effective date of recently ap-
proved restrictions on credit card companies from the current February 2010 
deadline of the law. The credit card law limits the ability of banks to hike 
interest rates and bans deceptive practices.

committee chairman Barney Frank, d-Mass., had sought to expedite the 
regulations, in part, because of his concerns that financial institutions were 
hiking interest rates prior to the effective date of the new legislation.

“This will make interest rates go up and make credit more expensive for 
those who have been paying their fees on time,” said rep. Jeb hensarling, 
r-Texas.

Specifically, the law only allows interest rate hikes on existing balances 
based on limited conditions, such as when promotional rates expire or when 

STaTe
Long Beach school district warns cuts coming

LONG BEACH (MCT) – a day after a parcel tax to fund education was 
defeated at the polls, officials with the Long Beach Unified School district on 
wednesday said that painful cuts will have to be considered over the next two 
years to balance the district’s budget.

with all precincts reporting, Measure T was defeated, 57 percent to 43 per-
cent. The total was far short of the two-thirds majority needed to pass the mea-
sure, which would have established a five-year parcel tax to fund education.

Proponents, including Long Beach school board members, argued that the 
estimated $60 million in revenue that would have been generated by the tax 
was needed to save jobs and protect educational programs in the face of state 
budget cuts.

LBUSd officials said that the district, which has made about $100 million 
in cuts over the last five years, will have to make $90 million in additional 
reductions in the next two fiscal years.

Friday, oct. 23
3:01 a.m. Stolen vehicle: occurred  at PSI Nut-

wood Structure on North State college Boulevard. 
disposition suspended.

8:19 a.m. Vandalism: defacing of property with 
paint. occurred at Performing arts Building. re-
port taken. 

Saturday, oct. 24 

11:15 a.m. driving without a license: occurred 
at Titan drive and Nutwood avenue. adult cited. 

1:28 p.m. Possession of marijuana: For sale. oc-
curred at Payless Shoes. disposition released.

Sunday, oct. 25
8:00 a.m. driving without a license: occurred 

at west chapman avenue. and North Placentia 
avenue. intersection.  Individual cited (juvenile 
only). 

8:59 a.m. Vandalism: defacing of property with 
paint. occurred  at Visual arts center. disposition 
suspended. 

8:44 p.m. Possession of controlled substance: 
occurred at Mobil gas station. cited by adult ar-
rest.  

Monday, oct. 26
9:42 a.m. Petty theft: occurred at Kinesiology 

Building. report taken. 

1:21 p.m. grand theft: Property theft of $400 
or more. occurred at university police. report 
taken. 

1:42 p.m. Vandalism: defacing of property 
with paint. occurred  at PSI Nutwood Structure 
on North State college Boulevard. disposition 
suspended.

3:47 p.m. Petty theft: occurred at PS2 State 
college Structure. report taken. 

4:13 p.m. grand theft: occurred at Lot F. re-
port taken. 

5:21 p.m. Petty Theft: occurred at PSI Nut-
wood Structure on North State college Boulevard. 
report taken.  

5:45 p.m. Threat: Intent to terrorize. occurred 
at Mihaylo hall. report taken.

Tuesday, oct. 27
1:26 p.m. display of unauthorized placement-

card: occurred at Lot F. Information given only. 

4:06 p.m. Vandalism: defacing of property with 
paint. occurred at university police (T1200). re-
port taken. 

5:46 p.m. Burglary: occurred at Lot g. report 
taken. 

7:57 p.m. Tampering with a vehicle: occurred 
at PSI Nutwood Structure on Nnorth State col-
lege Boulevard. report taken.

10:00 p.m. Vandalism: defacing of property 
with paint. occurred at humanities Building. re-
port taken. 

10:33 p.m. Possession of marijuana: Under 28.5 
grams of marijuana. occurred at Nutwood avenue 
and North State college Boulevard. adult cited. 

wednesday, oct. 28

Cop blotter: oCtober  23 – November 3

3:48 p.m. Burglary: occurred at Student rec-
retion center. report taken.  

6:44 p.m. display of unauthorized placement 
card: occurred in a disabled parking zone. Infor-
mation only. 

Thursday, oct. 29
1:35 a.m. dUI: alcohol and drugs. occurred at 

Marriot hotel. adult cited. 

Friday, oct. 30
1:13 a.m. dUI: alcohol and drugs. occurred at 

North State college Boulevard and Nutwood av-
enue intersection. adult cited. 

3:24 p.m. Petty theft: occurred at humanities 
Building. report taken. 

9:54 p.m. Possession of marijuana: For sale oc-
curred at dorm structure. cited by adult arrest. 

Saturday, oct. 31
6:17 a.m. hit and run: Property damage. oc-

curred at Langsdorf hall. cited by other means. 

9:16 a.m. Identity theft: occurred at university 
police (T1200). report taken. 

2:13 p.m. driving without license: occurred at 
west Santa Fe avenue and capistrano Street. adult 
cited. 

Monday, Nov. 2
 8:21 a.m. display of unauthorized placement-

card: occurred at Lot d. Information only. 

9:04 a.m. grand theft: Property theft of $400 
or more. occurred at asset Management. report 
taken. 

10:34 a.m. display of unauthorized placement-
card: occurred at Lot d. Information only. 

Tuesday, Nov. 3

9:52 a.m. Medical aid call: occurred at Visual 
arts center on North State college Boulevard. 
cellular 911 call. report taken.

2:56 p.m. grand theft: Property theft of $400 
or more. occurred at university police (T1200). 
report taken.
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DUI turns into a lesson in responsibility
By Lauren FeLechner

Daily Titan Staff Writer
features@dailytitan.com

Writer pays the price after 
getting pulled over and 
spending the night in jail

My parents always told me not 
to drink and drive. “You’re playing 
with fire” is something I would al-
ways hear. It wasn’t until March 8, 
2009 that playing with fire got me 
burned.

It was the UFC fight night be-
tween Quinton “Rampage” Jackson 
and Keith “The Dean of Mean” Jar-
dine. My boyfriend and I hung out 
at a friend’s house in Irvine, while I 
was partaking in the available drinks 
and enjoying the fights. 

Afterward, my boyfriend wanted 
to go back home to Lake Elsinore, 
wanting me to go with him. I decid-
ed to take my own car since I live in 
Irvine, and meet him there.

I remember that it wasn’t the 
worst I had been driving under the 
influence, yet for some reason, I had 
a strange feeling that I would, and 
should, get pulled over that night. 
I passed the Main Street exit on the 
15 South reaching my boyfriend’s 
exit, Railroad Canyon, when I saw 
those oh-so-pretty blue and red 
lights flashing in my rearview 
mirror.

The cop told me he 
had pulled me over 
because I failed 
to signal when 
s w i t c h i n g 
lanes.

Bullshit.
And that 

they had 
been follow-
ing me for a 
couple exits 
back for pass-
ing by slower ve-
hicles.

That sounded about 
right.

I took the sobriety tests and felt I 
had passed them with flying colors, 
then he whipped out the breatha-
lyzer. I blew a 0.09. A 0.09! 

I was cuffed and put into the cop 
car while one of the officers parked 

FEATURES November 5, 20094

my car at a nearby McDonald’s park-
ing lot so it wouldn’t get impounded. 

That was probably the coolest 
thing they did all night for me.

Honestly, maybe it was because I 
was still drunk, but 
I wasn’t mad about 
getting a DUI. 

I was more 
pissed at the fact 
that I was so close 
to my boyfriend’s 
house. 

I had been driv-
ing for 45 minutes, 
and I got pulled 
over a mile away 
from his house. 

S t a t i s t i c a l l y, 
people usually get 
pulled over within 
five miles of their destination. 

I just didn’t want my boyfriend to 
worry.

Ahh, jail. Probably the last place I 
ever want to go back to. This was a 
deja vu of an arrest I experienced in 
Lake Havasu when I was 18. But in-
stead of 10 girls being in the 
cell with me like Havasu, 
there were only two others 
in the Murrieta 
jail. 

O n e 
was re-

lieved she 
had “smoked that 

blunt” right before being 
pulled over, so she had no problems 
falling asleep. The other one was 
worried about “her husband kicking 
her ass.” I wrapped my hands and 
feet up in toilet paper, not only be-
cause I felt like I was sitting in an ice 

Showing improvement could 
help beat a ticket in court

By Scott herder
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com

Your heart drops. You look in your 
rearview mirror to make sure this is 
really happening. The red and blue 
lights are signaling you to pull over. 

College students at Cal State Ful-
lerton have to worry about studying 
for midterms and finals on top of 
finding parking and getting to class 
on time for the big test. 

But there are no classes that teach 
students how to fight a traffic ticket; 
that’s just experience. 

“It was extremely nerve-wrack-
ing,” said 24-year-old bartender 
Austin Horick. “I think that know-
ing what to see and expect would 
help me in the future.”  

The beeping of the metal detec-
tors, the officers who appear to be 
everywhere and the sharp-dressed 
lawyers busily hustling through the 
halls set the stage. 

Finally, the courtroom – where 
everyone is separated by officers and 
lawyers from defendants. People’s 
names are called one by one to pres-
ent cases. 

“It will shake your nerves, but 
(the) present actions you’ve been 
taking since the incident occurred ...  
may help you get out of your ticket,” 
said former Huntington Beach Sher-
iff Steve Ekstedt. 

The most important thing that 
the judge wants to see is that an ef-
fort is being made for a defendant 
to improve. The judge is a person 
as well and shows more compassion 
than the police officer, Ekstedt said. 

“The officer spoke first, and he 
was so factual. I definitely was in-
timidated by the process,” Horick 
said. “I didn’t know what to do or 
expect.” 

Horick was pulled over for hav-
ing a friend climb out of the vehicle 
while he was driving. 

“I was (parking) ... at IHOP when 
I got pulled over. When I realized 
that my friend was on the roof, we 
got pulled over, and we both got 

tickets,” Horick said. “Mine was 
for letting someone ride in an 
improper seat.”  

The courtroom will deal 
with many different types of 
cases. Most are traffic viola-
tions and possession of drug 
citations but 
also driv-
ing with 
a sus-
pended 
l i c e n s e 
or without 
one at all. 

“ I n 
most 
cas-

es, you may not always get com-
pletely off the hook, but most of-
ten the citation will be reduced to 
the lowest possible punishment. 

So if you have the time, it doesn’t 
hurt,” Ekstedt said. 

First time offenders get more 
slack. It also depends on the severity 
of the citation or penalty. 

Horick found himself not so 
lucky. 

“I fought the law, and the law 
won,” Horick said. 

Others had a different experi-
ence at the courthouse. 

“The first and only time I 
went to court was for a drug 
possession,” said 22-year-old 
Golden West College student 
Ross Sciarrillo. “The judge 
gave everyone with my 
same offense an option 
of paying a fine or doing 
community service.” 

Many people have a pre-
conceived notion that fighting a 
ticket in court is a serious and scary 
affair. 

Presenting a case in front of a 
judge and the officer can make any-
one intimidated. 

However, it is more like a formal-
ity between people, which can only 
improve the outcome for the defen-
dant. 

“I was very nervous at first, un-
til I saw the first person present his 
case. Once I learned the procedure, 
it actually wasn’t too bad,” Sciarrillo 
said. 

Tips that officers recommend 
are to prepare your defense ahead 
of time; don’t be afraid to ask ques-
tions. Before the court date, make 
an attempt at correcting the issue 
yourself. 

The judge knows that people 
make mistakes and usually the 

judge shows good faith toward 
the defendants. The worst 

case scenario is that your 
ticket remains the same. 
Best case scenario is that 
the entire citation gets 
dropped, Ekstedt said.

box, but because jail isn’t the cleanest 
place in the world.

I managed to fall asleep for a while, 
using a full toilet paper roll as a little 
pillow. Curled up in the fetal posi-

tion, I woke up to 
two male officers 
looking through 
the glass window 
of the cell door at 
me, as if I were an 
animal at the zoo, 
and they were try-
ing to figure out 
what I was wear-
ing under my 
shirt. No joke. 

Un d e r n e a t h 
my clothes I was 
wearing a bathing 
suit because we 

had gone to the jacuzzi before head-
ing home. I sat up quickly, causing 
them to almost bump into each oth-
er trying to get away from the door. 
Dirty bastards.

Twelve hours later I was released. 
But because inmates are only allowed 
to call landlines from jail and it was 

not connecting to my 
boyfriend’s work line, 

it was 
to a taxi 
cab. I saw 
eight missed 
calls and four 
text messages 
from my boy-
friend through-
out the early 
morning hours. 

It started to settle 
in on my way to his house 
that, damn, I have a DUI. 

I thought, “How am I supposed 
to pay for this?” because at the time, 
I was unemployed, and “How am I 
going to tell my parents?” because I 
was scared to death.

I didn’t go home for a couple of 
days, and I had decided I wouldn’t 
tell my parents about the DUI until 
after my court date, which was set 
for May 11. 

How would they know about it 
if I wasn’t convicted yet? Well, this 
type of stuff is public record and if 
necessary you could look it up and 
see my mug shot and find out about 
my arrest. That is what law offices 
do because that is how they get their 
clients. 

On Monday morning, my mom 
walked into my room while I had 
my back turned to her. 

When she didn’t say anything, 
I turned around and saw a stack of 
envelopes from law offices stamped 
with red letters, “DUI” on them. So 
unnecessary.

I had to come clean to her, which 
wasn’t the easiest thing, but I did it. 

I ended up taking my dad to 
breakfast to tell him just because I 
felt a public place and feeding him 
were safety guidelines.

With a DUI, you are basically 
throwing away about $3,000 after 
everything is done and paid for. 

The actual fine itself is about 
$2,184, the three month-long alco-
hol program I was assigned to was 
around $530, and then there are 
little DMV fees here and there. 

I did a weekend-long house arrest, 
with an ankle bracelet and every-
thing, instead of six weeks of com-

munity service, which 
added more money 

to my fees. 
The fact 
that I was 
arrested in 
Riverside 
County, 
e v e n 
though 
I live in 
Orange 
County, 
m e a n t 

I had to 
report to 

the courts and 
orientations out 

there, draining my gas.
When it comes down to it, I am 

happy that this happened because 
even though it obliterated my bank 
account and made me want to pull 
out my hair, it gave me a new sense 
of responsibility. 

But damn, those were probably 
the most expensive drinks I have 
ever had in my life.

 The cop told 
me he had pulled 
me over because 
I failed to signal 
when switching 
lanes.  “

“     

 Bullshit.
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Many of you were undoubted-
ly disturbed following Tuesday’s 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
event in which a demolished car, 
little more than a twisted hunk 
of metal, was put on display for 
everyone to see in an effort to dis-
suade would-be drunk drivers.

This is similar to the disturb-
ing images PETA chooses to use 
in an effort to persuade people to 
give up their meat eating ways.

It seems that everyone pushing 
an agenda these days has graphic 
visuals to support their point.

Inevitably, e-mails and phone 
calls roll in and people express 
their disgust. 

But what we as consumers and 
citizens don’t always understand 
is the power of a single image. 

We’ve all heard that a picture 
is worth a thousand words, but 
what we haven’t heard is that a 
photo with a graphic image can 
be worth an additional thou-
sand.

I won’t say a photograph always 
tells the truth because this is not 
always the case. But it does send 
a message that people cannot ig-
nore. Perhaps that is the reason 
people react so violently to these 

images; they are nearly impossible 
to look away from.

After looking at these images, 
it’s difficult not to involve oneself 
in the issue at hand. That’s why 
they have become a valuable tool 
and an important aspect of Ameri-
can democracy.

Just as war images show people 
the true toll of conflict, images 
used for causes have the power to 
change public opinion dramati-
cally and more effectively than the 
most charismatic public speaker.

Living in a society where most 
of the information and products 
that we receive are passed through 
various channels, it is easy for us to 
become numb to the things that 
we don’t deal with every day.

Outside of drivers education 
classes, most of us have not seen 
the gory result of a drunk driving 
incident. 

The police are quick to tape off 
the surrounding area of an acci-
dent to shield it from the view of 
onlookers, and it’s all cleaned up in 
a matter of hours.

Similarly, many of us meat eat-
ers have never actually seen live-
stock being slaughtered. We pay 
other people to do the dirty work 
for us.

If we did see the real and gro-
tesque truth, could anyone argue 
that we, as reasonable and ethical 
citizens, wouldn’t be inclined to re-
evaluate where we stand on these 
issues?

Perhaps it’s a good thing that 
many of us have been disturbed by 
the graphic images thrust at us by 
these organizations. 

They keep us in touch with the 
harsh realities of life. After all, there 
is nothing worse than an anesthe-
tized democracy. 

By Katelin Paiz
Daily Titan Staff Writer 
opinion@dailytitan.com

By Jamie iglesias
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Should activist groups rely on the use of graphic images to convey their message?

Activist groups are everywhere. 
We see them in the media, our 
community and sometimes here 
at Cal State Fullerton.  

They are often viewed as a mi-
nor annoyance or an entertaining 
side show on the way to class, but 
some of these groups resort to 
the use of graphic images in or-
der to convey their message and 
persuade others to be part of their 
movement.

We are exposed to images of 
unborn fetuses from anti-abor-
tion groups, abused animals from 
organizations like PETA and de-
stroyed vehicles from Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving. 

These photos do have an im-
pact, but I do not believe graphic 
images should be the only way 
for them to send their message.

The use of these images only 
serves as shock value. 

Many of us who come across 
these pictures are instantly dis-
turbed after seeing such images, 
but not all of us are going to be 
inclined to change our perspec-
tive.

Activist groups use these graph-
ic pictures constantly. The prob-
lem with this is the possibility of 

deception. We may not always get 
background information about the 
context of these images.

By using only photos as a form 
of persuasion, there is a lack of in-
formation, statistics and data that 
explain the truth behind the im-
age.

The way in which these pictures 
are used needs to be balanced with 
factual information because every-
one approaches situations differ-
ently.

What happens if a child sees 
these images? They are going to 
question their parents, and the 
parents might be placed in an awk-
ward situation trying to answer the 
question.

Children are being exposed to 
images that will probably haunt 
them and make them think about 
topics they are too young to under-
stand.

When we see these photos, the 
uncomfortable feeling that follows 
is probably not going to last long 
because we all have different val-
ues.

These groups should rely more 
on supplemental information sup-
ported by facts. Instead of relying 
on images alone, they should in-
vestigate further and extend their 
research to find different ways to 
appeal to different groups of peo-
ple.

Activists should not assume that 
images alone will change people’s 
perspectives.

Graphic photos might not 
change the minds of others and in-
stead could lead to a larger divide 
within a controversial issue.

By using images, we dismiss hard 
facts and rely only on what we see. 
And sometimes what we see may 
not entirely reveal the truth.

Dying to get home
By greg lehman

Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

The typical college student is sur-
rounded by alcohol on a regular ba-
sis. If you choose to stay away from 
that, then good for you; you prob-
ably have more money, a healthier 
liver and far fewer horrible mornings 
than the rest of us. 

People who do drink can attest 
to how much fun it can be. A good 
buzz, friends and more than a few 
laughs can amount to a very memo-
rable night. 

As with anything humans enjoy, 
things can get out of hand without 
the proper discretion because drink-
ing too much is no fun for anybody. 

Driving under the influence is a 
serious issue that faces many col-
lege students, and by serious I mean 
people die because of it. Sooner or 
later a situation may come up where 
a person who has been drinking is 
faced with the possibility of driving. 

Be it duty, the unholy threat of 
getting towed or simply a need to get 
to the next party, the keys sit in their 
hands, and the car sits in the lot. Po-
lice cars lurk through the night. 

Their inner calculator tabulates 
drinks by intensity and quantity and 
counts the hours since they stopped 
drinking. Pros and cons take sides 

on the mental scale that is their con-
science and still they cannot make 
the decision.

There is no safer choice than be-
ing the bigger person and admitting 
that it would not be safe to drive. 
One can make arrangements to not 
do so, be it a taxi ride, couch surfing 
or calling one of the many people 
in their life that would surely trade 
inconvenience for making sure they 
are safe and sound. 

Sometimes, though, you can de-
termine that you are indeed fit to 
drive and can do so without causing 
harm to yourself and others. 

There are a few determining fac-
tors that might make you want to 
settle in for the night. If any of the 
items listed below apply to you, put 
the keys somewhere you will re-
member in the morning, and by all 
means, do not operate a vehicle.  

Let me be clear, if there is any 
doubt in your mind, don’t do it. 
Find some place to sleep it off, come 
back the next morning and play it 
safe. 

If you’re in a binge spiral and don’t 
care about yourself, then I sincerely 
hope you find that thing that will 
bring you back to seeing that life is 
indeed worth living. 

But do not take it out on other in-
nocent people on the road by gam-
bling with their lives as well.

– You can’t remember the name of your last drink.
– You own one car but see two in the place where you parked.
– You feel like you could fall asleep at the bar.
– You do fall asleep at the bar.
– You find the anti-drunk driving commercials to be patronizing.
– The person you’ve been hitting on all night wants you to drive home.
– You can’t remember who started the beer pong/King’s Cup/Screw the    
   Dealer game.
– The person you thought was more drunk than you looks at you and 
   says, “Damn.”
– At some point in the night you wrestle with your friend because they 
   won’t take another shot with you.
– You can’t say the phrase, “I’m fine” without using expletives.
– You watch a TV show you usually hate only because the remote is five 
   feet away.
– Walking is a challenge.
– Standing is a challenge.
– Laws and accepted moral codes seem like suggestions.
– One keg stand, beer bong or double shot was taken within the last 
   hour.
– You ask your friends more than once if you’re OK to drive.

Don’t drive if even one of these applies to you:

Articles written for 
the Daily Titan by 
columnists, other Cal 
State Fullerton students 
or guests do not 
necessarily reflect the 
view of the Daily Titan 
or Daily Titan Editorial 
Board. Only the editorials 
are representative of the 
views of the Daily Titan 
Editorial Board. 

FOr ThE rECOrD

“Before your time here is over, 
one of those you see in this room 
will be dead,” said a school admin-
istrator at my high school freshman 
orientation. I will never forget those 
words or the place and time where I 
heard them.

Within the gymnasium at Los 
Alamitos high School, a large 
square-shaped, hand-drawn “road 
map” of our high school career sat 
still, hung between two of the re-
tractable bleacher stands.

At the time, coming to the realiza-
tion that one of us would be dead 
by the end of that map seemed im-
possible for us.  We were invincible 
teenagers.

Yet, by fate or fortune, the words 
I heard crawled up my spine the Sat-
urday morning of Feb. 22, 2004.

After waking, I stumbled to my 
computer to discover I had received a 
new message from my friend Jimmy. 
“have you heard about Autumn?” it 
read. 

I hadn’t, but I instinctively knew 
the news was bad.

Autumn Emenegger moved into 
the neighborhood in eighth grade, 
during 1999. 

By 2004, we had known each oth-
er a few years; we were friends but 
not close.

One summer day, my door bell 
rang. To my surprise, my friends De-
rick and David stood outside.

“hey man,” they said, as I opened 
the door, curious about their arrival.

“Where does that new girl live?” 
they asked.

From there we charged down the 
street, eager and wild, restless sum-
mer boys chasing the latest girl in 
the neighborhood.

She lived six houses down I re-
membered. I made sure to count the 
houses after the first time I noticed 
her.

Within seconds of ringing her 
doorbell, the double-doors flung 
wide open. The front room of her 
house had a large window facing the 
street with some drapes; she must 
have seen us coming.

“hi,” Autumn said. That was the 
first time I spent time with her.

I’ll never forget her pool table; it 
was our ice-breaker. I can’t tell you 
how many games we played – quite 
frankly, I can’t tell you if we played a 
game at all.

Autumn had a vibrant person-
ality that I have rarely witnessed 
elsewhere. The atmosphere changed 
when we were around her.

That first day we just hung out – 
four teens spending time together, 
nothing special but certainly memo-
rable, with the pool table providing 
white noise to the social scene – but 
she was the gravity that pulled us to-
gether that day.

A close friend and Cal State Ful-
lerton grad student Kristine Mag-
nien will never forget her “infectious 
laugh,” or her ability to “easily uplift 
people when they needed a break 
from a bad day.”

On the night of Friday, Feb.21, 
2004, Autumn and her boyfriend of 
four years, Jacob, went to a party in 

Long Beach. Both had been drink-
ing, but Jacob drove. 

As they headed home, Jacob lost 
control of his vehicle and crashed, 
leading to such severe trauma that 
Autumn succumbed to her wounds 
before paramedics got her to the 
hospital.

This is the mortality that is om-
nipresent when combining these as-
pects of American culture. 

We have been a nation of drinkers 
since the beginning. And through 
technology, we have become a na-
tion of drivers. 

The maze of asphalt that now 
spans Southern California provides a 
great example to express this cultural 
aspect. Our infrastructure has been 
built for vehicular travel.

But we must use clear judgment 
while using a vehicle or consuming 
alcohol by keeping them separate.

If you can’t afford a taxi, you can’t 
afford to drink. We all need to heed 
this advice and learn from the mis-
takes made by others.

Magnien found the following 
poem while going through Autumn’s 
room after her death.

“Be careful of your thoughts, for 
your thoughts become your words 
/ Be careful of your words, for your 
words become your actions / Be 
careful of your actions, for your ac-
tions become your habits / Be care-
ful of your habits, for your habits 
become your character / Be careful 
of your character, for your character 
becomes your destiny.”

Autumn Emenegger was born 
Sept. 23, 1986 and died on Feb. 22, 
2004. She was 17.

Learning from a lost friend
By PatricK cowles

Daily Titan Asst. News Editor
opinion@dailytitan.com
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The Glitch Mob, West Coast's 
answer to the growing electronic 
hip-hop movement, has been turn-
ing heads and making a scene across 
the country at festivals and venues, 
whether invited guests or otherwise. 

It’s impossible to lump The Glitch 
Mob into one music genre (the 
members try to avoid type-casting 
themselves), but they can be de-
scribed as a sophisticated blend of 
crunk, hip-hop with digital nuances 
and textures that explode from their 
laptops and, like an auditory assault 
on your senses, will get your body 
rockin’. 

DJ/producers Josh “Ooah” May-
er, Justin Boreta and Edward “edIT” 
Ma are the purveyors of this experi-
mental new music formulated to 
“slay crowds” that started out as a 
mutual friendship between each of 
the independent DJs before growing 

The SLS Hotel in Beverly Hills 
was the hub for the Gentlemen Bron-
cos interview, a strangely inappro-
priate yet appropriate place for the 
creators of such characters as the so-
cially awkward Napoleon from Na-
poleon Dynamite. The thing is, the 
hotel has a pretentious feel to it, yet 
the décor has no continuous theme 
and nothing seems to match or be-
long together.

In a chilly conference room sat 
eight journalists at a round table, 
facing the Hess couple, a husband 
and wife team of independent film-
makers. The couple was funny and 
warm, despite the chilly room, and 
were more than willing to chat about 
anything and everything, from their 
celebratory make out sessions to 
their family Christmas parties.

The couple had a cult classic hit 
in 2004's Napoleon Dynamite. Jared 
Hess directed and wrote the film and 

Hard mobbin’ without a glitch
into a collaboration of artists who 
groove together and make a scene on 
stage like no other. 

Under Alpha Pup Records, The 
Glitch Mob plans to release its debut 
full-length album in early 2010. Bo-
reta was able to give us insight into 
the new album and how the intrigu-
ing group came to be:

DT: What can we expect from the 
new album? Have you experimented 
with any new techniques not used in 
previous albums? When is it due out? 
Are there any other featured artists 
besides Ooah, edIT and yourself?

Justin Boreta: We're very excited 
about this album. We are experi-
menting with lots of new recording 
techniques, software, hardware, etc. 
There will be other artists featured 
on the the album, but it's top secret 
for now as it's still all in the works. It 
will come out in early 2010.  

DT: What are some of the best 
venues you've played at? What kind 
of crowds give the best response? Do 
you do anything in particular to en-
gage crowds at live shows?

Boreta: There's no easy answer to 
that question. We feel honored to get 
to travel around and share our music 
with people. There have been amaz-

ing shows everywhere from Bucha-
rest, Romania to Birmingham, Ala. 
This year it was an honor to play Red 
Rocks main stage in Colorado before 
Method Man and Redman because 
we're all such huge fans.

DT: What is the music-making 
process like for The Glitch Mob? 

Boreta: When we're making mu-
sic, we are all in the studio together 
working at the same time. One per-
son usually will start an idea and 
then the next person will riff off of 
it, then hand it off, and so on. It's a 
very collaborative process.

There is an element of spontane-
ity during the live show. We do have 
a set list planned, and we also have 
sections in the set planned where 
there is improvisation. So no two 
sets are exactly the same.

DT: How did The Glitch Mob 
come to fruition?

Boreta: It started off as an experi-
ment. We didn't plan it to turn into 
this; it just took on a life of its own. 
At first we were collaborating doing 
live/DJ sets together, and it eventu-
ally turned into making music to-
gether. 

For full interview, check out 
DailyTitan.com.

‘Embracing the cheese’ of Gentlemen Broncos
By summEr roGErs

Daily Titan Staff Writer
detour@dailytitan.com

Jerusha Hess co-wrote and designed 
the costumes.

“With Napoleon and just kind of 
the cult status that it has kind of tak-
en, I don’t think anyone tries and an-
ticipates that. You just try and make 
the film that you’ve always wanted to 
see and kind of the monster that it 
becomes is ... out of your control a 
little bit. Consciously going into it 
like, ‘I want to make a cult film,’ I 
don’t know if anybody ever does 
that. We definitely don’t do that at 
all; we just want to make films about 
the people we’re interested in and the 
stories that inspire us,” Jared said.

Daily Titan: Where did the title 
Gentlemen Broncos come from?

Jared Hess: My mom had this re-
ally weird parenting book. I have five 
younger brothers, and it was a book 
called So You Want to Raise a Boy 
written in ... the ’50s. There was a 
chapter in there where it talks about 
the age from 16 – 17, and the au-
thor referred to it as the “gentleman 
bronco” phase of life, where teenage 
boys like to take their shirts off and 

mow the lawn.
DT: Did both of you relate to the 

main character, Benjamin Purvis?
Jared: Yeah, definitely. A lot of 

things that happened to Benjamin in 
the film, happened to me, other than 
the plagiarism thing. We kind of use 
that as a device to see the different 
bastardized versions of  (Benjamin’s) 
work.

Jerusha Hess: I think Jemaine 
(Clement) thought I was (Benjamin) 
because the mother is very much like 
both our mothers.

DT: It says in the press release 
that when you guys are writing and 
something really works out, you 
make out. Is that true?

Jared: I wish that would happen.
Jerusha: It totally happens that 

way; he’s just being shy. Because ev-
ery time something good is written, 
he’s like, "Hey baby."

DT: Do you two ever disagree if 
something isn't good enough for a 
make out session?

Jared: Yeah, she’s like, "That was 
not good."

DT: How did you two meet in 
film school in Hollywood?

Jerusha: Kip (Aaron Ruell) from 
Napoleon Dynamite introduced us. 
He’s a good friend.

DT: Are you both sci-fi fans?
Jared: I’m a big sci-fi fan; all my 

favorite movies growing up as a kid 
were science fiction. I actually really 
wanted to be a special effects dude, 
working for Industrial Light and 
Magic or something. A lot of my first 
movies were really lame, just like the 
Yeast Lords movie that Lonnie Do-
naho makes. That’s an accurate rep-
resentation of my early works.

DT: Jerusha, as the screenplay 
writer, how much input do you have 
on the set?

Jerusha: I’m so fine with him be-
ing the director. I love having my lit-

tle stamp on it in the beginning, but 
he’s such a great director and I know 
what it’s going to be, and I trust him 
completely. When I’m on set, I often 
just whisper in his ear, "Hey, maybe 
we should change the line to this."

DT: In the press release it says you 
watched Snow Angels and thought of 
Michael Angrano for this role. The 
differences between his dramatic role 
in Angels and this deadpan comedic 
role are vast. How did you determine 
he was right for Benjamin?

Jared: The first time I saw him 
was in Snow 
Angels. He’s 
very con-
vincing (in 
his roles) 
and a real 
genuine per-
son. He re-
ally brought 
the character 
to life. A lot 
of the other 
cha r a c t e r s 
we knew 
people we 
wanted to 
work with; 
but the main 
c h a r a c t e r 
in the movie, we had no idea who 
was going to play him and (Michael) 
came to the audition and was just re-
ally effortless.

DT: What did you see Sam Rock-
well in that made you think he was 
great for the role of duel characters?

Jared: I’m a fan of all Sam’s films: 
Galaxy Quest, Hitchhiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy. He was so funny in 
(The Assassination of Jesse James by 
the Coward Robert Ford). It’s a dark 
movie, but dude, he’s funny as crap 
in that movie.

DT: How did Jemaine Clement 
get involved with the film?

Jared: We were fans of (Flight of 
the Concords), and we didn’t know if 
we would be able to work with him 
just because most TV people are re-
ally busy. But we sent him the script 
and he’s like, "Yeah man, I’m into 
it. I’ll do whatever you want, man." 
He wanted to play Chevalier as ... 
an American, but we said, "Dude 
check out Logan’s Run, and I want to 
hear you try and do Michael York’s 
voice."

DT: What was it like using spe-
cial effects for the first time in one of 

your films?
Jared: I 

wanted to 
be a special 
effects dude 
as a kid and 
being able 
to do that 
on the film 
– I mean, we 
use a lot of 
models, and 
we tried to 
do as much 
on camera 
stuff. It has 
a little more 
c o m e d i c 
charm, I 

think, than all the CG stuff we have 
now.

DT: Was it difficult to work with 
the lynx?

Jared: That cat actually had a larg-
er role on paper, but we could not 
get that sucker to do anything, and 
it was trained with cell phone beeps. 
They would put ... a big thing of cat 
food on a phone and make it ring, 
so while we were shooting, a grip’s 
phone went off and the cat went 
wild.

Jerusha: We were like, "How 
could we write these (scenes with 
the cat) out?"

Jared: We had all these sto-
ryboards (with the cat), and we 
couldn’t get (it) to do anything. That 
cat ran off for ... four hours. We 
were at the Great Salt Lake, and (the 
trainers) were like, "Here kitty, kitty, 
kitty!" We couldn’t get the cat to do 
anything, man. We actually had a 
dummy that we threw through the 
window and it lands on the guy.

DT: How did you feel having to 
use the dummy instead of the real 
cat?

Jared: I wanted it to look real, but 
then I thought, "Dude, embrace the 
cheese."

DT: Is it easier to get actors for 
films now that your films have been 
successful?

Jared: Yeah, once you have a cou-
ple films under your belt.

Jerusha: Jared’s being humble; 
people call him all the time.

DT: What’s next? Do you have 
something in mind already?

Jared: Yeah, we’re probably go-
ing to have to go to Wal-Mart a few 
more times. I’m just kidding. No, it 
might be at the Hess family Christ-
mas party.

Jerusha: That’s where we got the 
popcorn (ball) idea.

Jared: I remember my grandma, 
she had made these popcorn center-
pieces that were Christmas trees. But 
they were made of Christmas Cap-
tain Crunch that she had bought 
10 years before, and it was hard as 
a rock. Family members were get-
ting knives and going, “Uh, uh, uh!” 
(pantomimes stabbing) to break off 
pieces because they couldn’t pull it 
off. It was like a dangerous weapon. 
People’s teeth were breaking. It was 
bad.

Jerusha: I just wrote a romantic 
comedy without Jared.

Jared: I’ve been holding her back 
all these years.

Musical experimentation 
leads to successful 
collaboration for group

By skylar Blair
Daily Titan Executive Editor

detour@dailytitan.com

Justin Boreta, Josh “Ooah” Mayer and Edward “edIT” Ma combine crunk, hip-hop and digital layers to create a distinct West Coast sound.
photo courtEsy of thE Glitch moB

“

“We were at the Great Salt 

Lake, and (the trainers) were 

like, ‘Here kitty, kitty, kitty!’ We 

couldn’t get the cat to do any-

thing, man.
– Jared Hess,

           Director
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MUSIC

Remember all those times dur-
ing your lunch break in high school 
when you were beat boxing with 
your friends and someone would 
always add a "wicka wicka" while 
turning his imaginary turntables?

Time to get yourself some real 
turn tables. After much anticipation, 
DJ Hero is finally out. Just like its 
predecessors Guitar Hero and Rock 
Band, DJ Hero offers a unique way 
to play music. While Guitar Hero 
and Rock Band previously focused 
on rock and metal music, DJ Hero is 
heavily flavored with hip-hop songs.

The controller setup is comprised 
of a single turntable on the right side 
with a green, red and blue button 
on it, a crossfade slider on the left 
side, an effects dial above that and 
a "Euphoria" button. Just like Gui-
tar Hero and Rock Band, DJ Hero 
is a rhythm-based game where you 
need to manipulate the controller 
in certain patterns and sequences to 
score points and complete mixes on 
set lists.

It is easy to become intimidated 

when you first lay your eyes on the 
controller. Even the rhythm sequenc-
es on the TV screen can scare most 
casual gamers away. But DJ Hero is 
a rhythm game where turning the 
turntables comes to the player just 
as naturally as playing the guitar for 
Guitar Hero or banging the drums in 
Rock Band. Before players know it, 
they will feel like a real DJ as they 
rack up their scores.

Mixes can be played at different 
difficulty levels which allow you to 
unlock rewards faster by playing at 
higher levels. Eventually you can 
unlock mixes that allow a guitar to 
be used. This game is addicting. You 
will easily find yourself up still up at 
2 a.m. playing.

DJ Hero features 93 original mixes 
of 102 different hits from artists such 
as Eminem, Jay-Z, Rihanna, Third 
Eye Blind, Beastie Boys, Black Eyed 
Peas, Gwen Stefani, Foo Fighters, 
Daft Punk, 2PAC and MC Ham-
mer. Fans of Guitar Hero and Rock 
Band will have no problem jumping 
right in.

From the minds that brought us 
Nacho Libre and Napoleon Dynamite 
comes the newest addition to Jared 
and Jerusha Hess’ body of work; a 
tale of science fiction, plagiarism 
and outlandish characters in the new 
film Gentlemen Broncos.

Set in a small town in Utah, the 
story follows a home-schooled boy, 
Benjamin Purvis (Michael Anga-
rano, The Forbidden Kingdom) who 
attends a writing camp, Cletus Fest 
(“the best writer's camp in Utah”) 
and meets his writing idol, “the 
greatest science fiction writer of our 
time,” Dr. Ronald Chevalier (Je-
maine Clement, Flight of the Con-
cords). 

Benjamin submits his sci-fi story, 
“Yeast Lords: The Bronco Years,” in 
a writing contest to be considered 
for publication. When Chevalier is 
told by his publisher that he needs 
to write something spectacular or he 
will be let go, he steals Benjamin’s 
story and bastardizes it by making 
the main character, the masculine 
Bronco, into Brutus, an effeminate 

transvestite.
Angrano was great as the awk-

ward underdog Benjamin. Jennifer 
Coolidge (Epic Movie) was notable as 
Benjamin’s single mom who is trying 
to make her mark on Utah with her 
outlandish women’s clothing line. 

She is far from her MILF role as 
Stifler’s mom in the American Pie 
movies, and totally rocked the pink 
kitten sweaters. 

Sam Rockwell (Moon) has a small 
role as both Bronco and Brutus 
when both versions of the sci-fi work 
come to life in the imaginations of 
the writers.

Broncos has the same tone and feel 
as Dynamite with a few differences. 
The plot moves at a better pace as 
opposed to the slow-moving feel of 
Dynamite. However, Dynamite is 
much more quotable than Broncos. 

Gentleman Broncos won’t become 
the cult classic, pop culture-integrat-
ed film that Dynamite has become, 
but fans of Libre and Dynamite will 
certainly laugh out loud and enjoy 
the film.  

Flyleaf's newest album is some-
thing you've probably heard before. 
Momento Mori, which translates in 
Latin to "be mindful of death," is 
Flyleaf's sophomore release.

Lyrically, the band is quite spiritu-
al, which sets them apart from most 
popular artists today. The band refers 
to religion in songs throughout the 
entire album, especially in "Beauti-
ful Bride," which makes lucid refer-
ences to the Body of Christ in the 
chorus.  In the closing song, "Arise," 
lead singer Lacey Mosley sings "hold 
on to the world we all remember dy-
ing for," which could arguably be 
another reference to Christ's resur-
rection.

Aside from religion, the band 
writes about finding oneself out-
side of a spiritual realm. The songs 
"Missing" and "This Close" both 
talk about a void felt after falling out 
of love, which is something most 
people can relate to. The lyrics are 
sung in a way that is very passionate, 
and as the songs progress the listener 
feels a sense of empathy for Mosley.

For the most part, the 13 songs on 
Memento Mori are hard rock songs. 
After a while, they all start to sound 
vaguely similar to the previous song. 
However, one song stuck out and 
was completely different from the 
rest of the songs. "Tiny Heart" is 
a soft, endearing pop song amidst 
much heavier songs, and its guitar 
rifts are strong enough so that it fits 
in with the album; but the lightness 
of the song makes it the prettiest on 
the album.

Musically, however, the band 
is hardly innovative. After listen-
ing to the first two tracks, I almost 
thought I was listening to pop-punk 
band Paramore, although Mosley is 
a much better vocalist. 

Throughout the rest of the album, 
Flyleaf's hard rock sound began to 
feel comparable to the dark sound of 
the band Evanescence. Their sound 
is hard rock mixed with melodic 
lyrics, and is something the average 
music listener has heard and prob-
ably will continue to hear on main-
stream radio stations.

‘Hurricane’ offers a guide 
for healing and growth

By Portia Bode
Daily Titan Staff Writer

detour@dailytitan.com

The new album ForPlay, released 
by Saint Motel in September, seems 
to be as unique to the band members 
as it is to their audiences. Though 
they have been described as an in-
die rock band, the band itself refuses 
to be placed within a certain genre 
like so many up-and-coming bands 
today. 

The four-person band, which is 
made up of the front man A/J Jack-
son, bassist Dak, guitarist A Sharp 
and drummer Greg Erwin, all start-
ed out together in film school and 
afterward came together to form the 
band. Upon releasing this album, 
they also had a month-long resi-
dency at the club Spaceland in Los 
Angeles. 

Because the six tracks on their de-
but album are so different, they each 
have their own sound and vibe. 

One of my favorite tracks is "Dear 
Dictator" which starts off slow then 
speeds up and has a touch of Shiny 
Toy Guns to it. The song makes you 
want to simply dance along to the 
music and be part of the band's per-

formance. After only hearing this 
song a few times, I can almost sing 
along to the entire track and that is 
not such an easy task with so many 
up and coming songs nowadays.

"To My Enemies" is more upbeat 
with an '80s punk rock feel to it. It 
makes me want to grab my air gui-
tar and rock out, totally kicking A 
Sharp off of the stage and having a 
go at the song.

Though their CD was a bit on the 
short side, the entertaining songs 
that were on it make it easy to listen 
to over and over again. 

Though they may think that they 
do not fall into a certain genre, I am 
sure that sooner or later they will 
come to a consensus of just what 
type of audience they are aiming to 
please. This band seems to have a lot 
of great chemistry, which shows in 
their music and lyrics. Also, for all of 
their CSUF fans, they will be play-
ing on campus on Nov. 18. For now, 
I’m sure that audiences will be able 
to find something they enjoy about 
this group. 

Alternative rock band Switchfoot, 
originally named "Chin Up," have 
been rocking fans since 1996. 

Original members Jon Foreman, 
Tim Foreman and Chad Butler 
added Jerome Fontamillas and Drew 
Shirley to form Switchfoot's current 
lineup. Apart from their musical as-
pirations, they also started Bro-Am, 
an annual charity surf competition, 
and Lowercase People, which helps 
bands get discovered and reach their 
own independence. Switchfoot 
knows all too well about indepen-
dence after recently breaking the 
chains from their major record label, 
deciding to produce a CD that chal-
lenged people to change the world. 
The resulting product, Hello Hurri-
cane, which debuts Nov. 10. 

Switchfoot's bass player, Tim 
Foreman, set aside time to explain 
the band’s inspiration for Hello Hur-
ricane and the meaningful connec-
tion between Hurricane Katrina and 
the new album.

Hello Hurricane is "a record about 
that struggle and jumping into the 
turbulent waters that are brewing,” 
Foreman said.

Foreman got choked up as he dis-
cussed his experience working with 
Habitat for Humanity last year in 
Louisiana after the hurricanes hit in 
2005. One home they helped build 
was for a woman who had lost her 
leg during the evacuation process.

Her next hurdle was learning to 
walk with a prosthetic limb, Fore-
man said. 

“She said, ‘I walked out of my old 
house on my own two feet, and I’m 
going to walk into this (new) one on 
my own two feet.’ That really im-
pacted me," Foreman said.

He left that experience with the 
idea that the storms of life will come, 
and there’s nothing people can do to 
stop them. But each person gets to 
choose how they want to respond in 
the path of the hurricane.

Switchfoot's latest personal hur-
ricane has been the switch from 
major-label sponsorship to a smaller 
backing.

“It really was a learning and gru-
eling time for us. It was without a 
doubt the hardest record that we’ve 
ever made. The process was extreme-
ly challenging for us. We left Sony 
Records/Columbia Records, so we 
were an independent band. We built 
our own studio. We had all this free-
dom. No time constraints. No one 
breathing down our neck. And that 
in itself became the challenge. With 
no strings attached, what band do we 
want to be? When we were starting 
the record, we wanted to come up 
with a record title that would form 
the heartbeat behind the record and 
find a title so compelling that we’d 
have to write a song about it,” Fore-

man said.
During the writing process of 

Hello Hurricane the band recorded 
over 90 songs.

While narrowing the album down 
to the final tracks, the band found 
themselves asking, "What are the 
songs we want to die singing? What 
are the songs that are so important 
that we couldn’t imagine not putting 
them out and couldn’t imagine not 
singing them for the next ten years?” 
Foreman said.

Through that process, the final 12 
tracks became extremely obvious.

His “favorite" song from the new 
album changes every day, but recent-
ly, Foreman has really liked the song, 
“Enough to Let Me Go.”

“It deals with a pretty heavy sub-
ject matter of co-dependency, and 
how often times what we call love is 
in fact possession … It’s the idea that 
people and relationships aren’t some-
thing to be held onto with a closed 
fist,” Foreman said.

Fans have also confirmed that 
they too love "Enough to Let Me 
Go," and other sneak-previews of 
the album, "Mess of Me" and "Yet" 
in many reviews.

“It feels like these songs have an 
urgency that is very immediate for 
our listeners," he said. "It’s been 
amazing. It’s really staggeringly 
positive ... This record has been the 
most well-received by our fans than 
we ever have had for a new album. 
That’s exciting for us."

Knowing how fans have received 
Hello Hurricane, Foreman believes 
that the high price of struggling with 
the making of the album has been 
worthwhile.

“Often times the hardest times of 
my life are the moments that yield 
the best fruits and most growth,” he 
said.

Foreman believes people can learn 
from the difficult times in their lives 
and use those lessons to impact the 
world in a positive way. 

Every person's life is so important, 
he added.

"Every day you’re alive, you can 
change the world. It could be for the 
better or for the worse. It can be big 
waves or small waves. The very fact 
that you’re alive and breathing and 
walking outside, going to class, what-
ever it is, you’re changing the world 
with each footstep. There's a lot of 
weight to that," Foreman said. 

The band poses the question to lis-
teners, "Now that you're aware that 
you are changing the world, what 
would you like to do with that?"

Hello Hurricane is their response 
to this question. It will join their 
catalog which already includes 
chart-toppers like "This is Your 
Life," "Meant to Live," "Dare you to 
Move," "Stars" and "We are One To-
night." A Walk to Remember and The 
Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, The 
Witch and The Wardrobe soundtracks 
also feature music by Switchfoot.



Cal State Fullerton’s athletic re-
cruiting is both thriving and suf-
fering during CSU’s unprecedented 
budget crisis.

For example, Titan baseball’s re-
cruiting class for the upcoming 2010 
season was ranked fifth in the nation 
by Collegiate Baseball and Baseball 
America. Baseball has brought in 
several players who were selected in 
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Despite cuts, CSUF athletics remains competitive
the Major League Baseball First Year 
player Draft to rebuild their strength 
for another shot at the NCAA Col-
lege World Series.

on the other hand, the wrestling 
and gymnastics teams have suffered 
many financial cuts and may not be 
around next semester.

recruiting student athletes is an 
extensive process. It all starts with 
finding talented individuals; the next 
step is evaluation. Coaches must 
evaluate players and make a deci-
sion to recruit someone who meshes 

Sophomore hurdler Lauren Williams competes during a track and field match in 2009.
photos courtesy titan media relations

well with their team and fits seam-
lessly into a pre-existing formation. 
Coaches must then approach the 
player and, through clear communi-
cation, present them with an oppor-
tunity to be part of a talented team 
as well as earn a degree. The last step 
is to close the deal; the player must 
sign a nationally-recognized letter of 
intent that binds them to be fully 
committed to the school of choice.

Despite the ups and downs, CSUF 
has been successful with doing “more 
with less,” said John 
Elders, cross coun-
try and track and 
field head coach.

“The athletic 
budget has been 
affected in offering 
scholarships, re-
cruiting, travel and 
other elements of 
expenses due to the 
rising costs of uni-
versity cutbacks and 
tuition fee increas-
es,” Elders said.

He said that both 
men’s and women’s 
track and cross country are non-
mandated sports, which are non-
traditional and less of a priority for 
CSUF and other universities. 

The mandated sports are classified 
as first priority to allocate a substan-
tial amount of funds to maintain 
conference standards and competi-
tiveness, said Mel Franks, senior as-
sociate athletics director for Media 
relations. 

The more traditional sports are 
now more competitive than ever; 
this is why most of the money is al-
located to sports such as baseball, 
basketball, soccer, softball and vol-
leyball.

“There have been cuts across the 

board,” Franks said. “Every sport has 
been affected and has reduced ex-
penses in travel, recruiting, scholar-
ships and more.

Since track and field and cross 
country are non-mandated, they are 
to meet a form of equivalency and di-
vide the available funds amongst the 
men’s and women’s teams as opposed 
to the mandated sports that get the 
opportunity to provide full schol-
arships to their players. Elders said 
that it’s hard to offer partial schol-

arships to students 
who are expecting 
a full ride and to 
compete for CSUF 
as opposed to other 
schools that do offer 
full scholarships. 

Currently, the 
four teams share 
18 womens’ schol-
arships and 12.6 
mens’ scholarships.

However, robert 
Scialdone, associ-
ate athletic director 
for Business Affairs, 
said last year’s bud-

get for recruiting and scholarships 
was exactly the same amount as this 
year’s. 

Travel for men’s and women’s track 
and cross country was reduced by a 
couple thousand dollars per sport, 
which resulted in a total of $8,000 
in savings, he said.

And although most of the fund-
ing is allocated to other programs, 
Elders’ teams still have no problem 
competing with their opponents.

Last year, women’s track and cross 
country achieved fourth place overall 
in the Big West Conference finals.

“We have been consistently at 
the bottom of the Big West as far as 
amounts of funds for the teams goes, 

“The NCAA also puts certain re-
strictions per gender equity,” Scial-
done said. “Women’s basketball gets 
15 (scholarships) and men’s basket-
ball gets 13.”

He said balancing the budget gets 
even more difficult when tuition 
goes up because they have to make 
up the monetary differences in each 
scholarship to cover the increases.

“If we’re being cut X amount of 
dollars and the scholarships go up 
X amount of dollars, then that just 
means there’s that much of a big-
ger amount of money that we have 
to figure out what to do,” he said. 
“Whether we take it internally as a 
cut, cutting sports is a possibility, 
which we have talked about; and 
fundraising, and all that other stuff, 
are ways that we’re looking to in-
crease money.”    

If the department doesn’t get 
more money for scholarships, then 
they have to find other ways to cover 
the increases, which results in other 
areas receiving less funding.

“Fee increases and tuition increas-
es really hurt us because it increases 
the cost of our scholarships that we 

From Page 1 have to do, so whether or not we 
have to cut scholarships to make up 
for those increases in other sports or 
every sport,” he said. “It’s tough be-
cause there are certainly restrictions 
that we have to abide by.”  

Steve DiTolla, CSUF’s senior asso-
ciate athletics director for Marketing 
and promotions, said if the univer-
sity continues to lose scholarships, 
then the athletic department will 
begin to lose its best marketing tool, 
which is winning sports programs.

“It’s difficult to market anything 
unless you have a good product,” he 
said. “It doesn’t matter how much 
money you spend in marketing it.”

He said that the cuts have been 
made in an attempt to squeeze 
money out of areas that have excess 
funds.

“Not having money at Cal State 
Fullerton is not a new issue,” DiTol-
la said. “We have dealt with that for 
along time.”

He said CSUF is located in the 
greater Los Angeles basin, which is 
the second largest media market be-
hind New York City. This makes it 
hard to promote and field competi-
tive sports teams. 

The competition makes it diffi-

cult to compete, so it’s essential to 
put more money into the sports pro-
gram. “It’s a catch-22,” DiTolla said.  

He said the scariest thing about 
the situation is the unknown because 
they don’t know if the budget issues 
are going to increase or decrease. If 
the staff knows what’s going to hap-
pen, then they could prepare for the 
situation in advance.

“How much worse is it going to 
get?” he said.  

Scialdone said although the de-
partment hasn’t laid off any staff 
members, it’s uncertain whether 
there will be more budget cuts in the 
future that will cause them to look at 
that as a possibility.

Last spring, Scialdone saw a pro-
posal to increase student fees fail. 
The increase would have gone to-
ward renovating the east practice 
fields.

He said the most concerning 
thing about the failure of the pro-
posal was the apathy toward voting 
for or against it.  

“It was going to significantly help 
us out by providing us with budget 
and better facilities,” Scialdone said, 
adding that it failed because of the 
timing and students weren’t too keen 

about more increases.  
If things keep going the way they 

are, Scialdone said the lack of fund-
ing will begin to affect every aspect 
of the athletics on campus such as 
recruiting, how well teams perform 
and the level of teams they play. 

But he said he’s keeping a positive 
outlook despite the bleak situation.

“We’re still going to field quality 
teams,” he said. “That’s our job, and 
that’s what we’re going to do.”  

Senior CSUF gymnast Kori Un-
derhill said she wouldn’t like it if 
this was the last year the university 
fielded a gymnastics team.  

“I’m hoping it stays around for a 
few more years so that I could go to 
the alumni meet,” she said. “on the 
track that we’re going right now with 
the fundraising, it’s possible that it 
could stay around.”       

Underhill, who’s in her fourth 
year with the team, said the team has 
been actively promoting and fund-
raising for the program since their 
coach broke the news to them.

“It’s a bit discouraging hearing 
that your program will be cut,” Un-
derhill said, adding that the news 
motivated everyone in the team to 
help raise funds.

Athletics department makes moves to avoid downfall

but we are being successful nonethe-
less,” Elders said. 

Elders added that the impact of 
the funding freezes, and cuts have 
not been noticed yet, but they are 
going to leave their mark.

For him, success has come in all 
realms of talent, from recruits to 
walk-ons. The women’s cross coun-
try team has two walk-ons – junior 
Yomaira Hernandez and senior Car-
olyn Ellis – both are very consistent 
and deserve much respect for their 
efforts, Elders said.

There are teams that remain in the 
middle, and so far coaches are still 
fighting to squeeze out every dollar 
possible for the ongoing success of 
their players.

Bob Ammann, head coach of 
men’s soccer, said that everyone was 
expected to be very prudent with 
their spending and due to the bud-
get cuts and fee increases, the team 
had to deduct one scholarship from 
their scholarship funds. 

The move was made in order to 
pay for the added student fee in-
creases that went into effect on July 
21 and allowed each of their players 
to remain on scholarship without 
having to worry about the extra fee 
increases.

“recruiting is the lifeline of any 
program,” Ammann said. “We 
would love to have more money to 
work with, but we work with what 
we have, and so far we have been 
successful.”

Ammann said the players who are 
on his team are the ones who sell the 
team to the recruits because they are 
the ones that know firsthand what it 
is like to play for CSUF. 

“We are a program that plays for 
the Big West Conference, and if 
there are players that are looking, 
then we are happy to have them rep-
resent the Titans on the soccer field,” 
Ammann said.

Junior short stop Christian Colon fields a ball during a 2009 Titan home baseball game. 

“

“We have been 
consistently at the 
bottom of the Big 
West as far as funds 
for the teams goes, 
but we are being suc-
cessful nonetheless.

– John Elders,

            Cross country and 
track head coach

2009-10 Athletics Budget
Top 5 (Mandated Sports) Bottom 5 (Non-Mandated Sports)

Sport SportScholarships recruiting recruitingScholarships

  Basketball             $220,000            $26,000

   Soccer               $169,104              $5,000

 Baseball               $169,229            $11,000

  Basketball             $202,496            $18,000

Volleyball             $159,104              $7,500

  Softball              $159,104              $6,000

   Golf                   $19,700              $2,500

Track & Field           $30,053                 $500

Cross Country          $30,053                 $500

  Golf                    $28,000              $2,500

Women’s
  Cross Country          $30,281                 $500

Women’s

Men’s Women’s

Women’s

Men’s

Men’s

Men’s
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Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
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1600
Miscellaneous

REALTOR WILL 
CONTRIBUTE minimum 
$1,000 to CSUF for property list-
ed AND sold by Richard Garcia, 
REEBROKER DRE #01479810. 
(909) 557-8481

VADO HD STUDENT FILM 
CONTEST
Make a short film exclusively 
with Creative Labs Vado HD 
Pocket Cam and compete for 
cash, internships and prizes val-
ued at thousands of dollars! Vote 
for your favorite film!
WWW.VADOFILMCONTEST.
COM

5100
Legal Advice/Attorneys

AFFORDABLE CRIMINAL 
DEFENSE LAWYER! One mis-
take can ruin your college career 
or your life! Call Attorney David 
Givot (310)699-0070

5500
Professional Services

24 HR Mailbox & Photo Studio, 
PO Box Rental, FedEx/UPS 
Boxes, Keys Made, Passport, 
Photo Restoration, Enlargement, 
and Portrait Special. (714) 870-
9411.

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

Getting Blastoff Checks$$$? 
Shop for Christmas, book trav-
el at the MALL. Watch videos 
on how to get paid http://www.
KEnterprise.info.

6300
Career Opportunities F/T 

Careers in Marketing, Advertising, 
& Public Relations
Sports Marketing Firm has entry 
level openings
Full Training Provided - F/T, P/T & 
Internships Available
Tremendous Growth Opportunities 
& Hands on Experience
Call us today:714-956-4901
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Wrestling’s Hicks battles for program
programs has dropped significant-
ly. About 20 years ago, there were 
more than 440 wrestling programs 
in the nation, including 36 four-
year schools and 81 junior colleges 
in California. Now, wrestling in 
California is down to five four-year 
schools and 20 junior colleges.

In order to raise awareness for the 
cause, Hicks developed a Web site, 
SaveFullertonWrestling.com, and 
began the process of fundraising.

The wrestling season unofficially 
kicks off next month, when the Ti-
tan Wrestling Club hosts the 2009 
National Wrestling Coaches Associ-
ation All-Star Classic at Titan Gym 
on Nov. 22, at 2 p.m. The event will 
feature the top collegiate wrestlers 
from around the nation and is of-
ten a preview of the NCAA finals. 
Bringing the event to CSUF was a 
big opportunity for Hicks since it 
rarely occurs on the West Coast.

“The All-Star match has never 
been in California, and it’s only been 
in the West four times, so it’s a huge 
event,” Hicks said. “Our goal is to 
go from marginal funding ... to fully 
funded, doing it ourselves.”

They will also be hosting a Lasting 
Impact Luncheon the same day as 
the All-Star Classic. Hicks will pitch 
a five-year pledge during a one-hour 
presentation to potential donors in 
an effort to secure the viability of 
the wrestling program. The goal is 
to raise $1 million so that they can 
safely operate for five years.

Before his time at CSUF, Hicks 
coached high school wrestling for 
nine years and at Oregon State Uni-
versity for six years. He is a two-time 
NCAA champion from his own 
wrestling days at Oregon State. He 
was introduced to wrestling when he 
was 6 years old by his father, who has 
coached wrestling for 55 years.

Hicks knows the importance of 

ally amazing.”
Hicks is using several techniques 

to bring in money for his team. He 
held camps for younger wrestlers 
over the summer and will be putting 
on an open tournament in Novem-
ber.

Jill Hicks, Dan’s wife and gymnas-
tics coach at CSUF, faces the same 
problems. The gymnastics team was 
able to raise the money it needed to 
compete this season but must con-
tinue seeking donations for the fu-
ture.

Making matters more difficult, 
the school must stay in accordance 
with Title IX. This rule, aimed at 
providing equal opportunities for 
women in sports, states that money 
spent toward men’s programs must 
be equaled by the money used by 
women’s programs. Therefore, if the 
wrestling club is able to raise enough 
money to fund itself but the gym-
nastics team is not, wrestling could 
still be eliminated.

Thanks to the efforts of Hicks, the 
wrestling team was able to fund this 
season. He was able to obtain the re-
quired $60,000 to go along with the 
cut budget provided by CSUF. Hicks 
hopes to secure the money necessary 
in order to continue funding the 
team for the next several years.

In order to do so, the club must 
provide funding for the next two 
years in advance. They must raise 
$200,000 for next season by May 1 
and an additional $200,000 for the 
following season by Aug. 1.

Entering his eighth year as head 
coach of the Titan Wrestling Club, 
Dan Hicks has developed the pro-
gram into one of the most well-re-
spected in the country. The Titans 
were ranked No. 24 nationally for 
their incoming recruits this year.

Despite the success, Cal State Ful-
lerton could be on the verge of los-
ing wrestling. Budget cuts at CSUF 
forced the school to cut sports pro-
grams. Wrestling seemed like a logi-
cal choice because it is no longer part 
of the Big West Conference.

“When I first got here, we hadn’t 
won a Pac-10 dual in five years,” 
Hicks said. “We’ve been able to do a 
lot with a little.”

By fred Bloom
Daily Titan Staff Writer

sports@dailytitan.com

Before entirely eliminating the 
wrestling program, CSUF gave Hicks 
a chance to save the sport. The uni-
versity would provide limited fund-
ing for the program and allow it to 
continue if Hicks was able to secure 
the remaining necessary funds.

“This is not something we want 
to do and are hoping they can raise 
the funds necessary to continue. We 
did not drop them without an op-
portunity to continue if they raised 
the funds. Every other institution I 
know of has simply dropped sports 
immediately, with no opportunity to 
continue,” said Brian Quinn, CSUF 
athletic director. “Coach Hicks is 
trying hard to put on various events, 
including camps, to raise money.”

Wrestling is a dying sport in the 
West, especially in California. The 
number of schools with wrestling 

teamwork in wrestling. Despite be-
ing an individual sport, the team 
concept that Hicks advocates trick-
les down to his players. Wrestlers 
pitch in at fundraising events, and 
the experience even helps the team 
grow closer.

“The way we’ve been building our 
program is volunteering for as many 
opportunities as we can,” said CSUF 
wrestler Herman Kucukkoseoglu. 
“It’s critical for us that we don’t make 
mistakes, that we don’t mess around, 
that we keep a good reputation so 
that we can be a good example.”

Although it is difficult to be part 
of a team that could potentially be 
eliminated, it adds value to the ex-
perience for members of the club. 
Hicks’ efforts and enthusiasm are 
appreciated by the wrestlers.

“He wants to have a team that 
respects teamwork,” said first-year 
wrestler Taylor Warden. “I don’t 
know of anybody else that’s doing 
what he’s doing, and I think it’s re-

Junior Adin Duenas attempts to gain a dominant position during a match last season.Wrestling Head Coach Dan Hicks.
photos courtesy titan media relations


