
In an effort to reduce the univer-
sity’s carbon footprint and to save on 
utility costs, Cal State Fullerton is 
building a tri-generation energy plant 
between Dan Black Hall and the 
Nutwood Parking Structure, which 
will use natural gas to generate power 
for the campus.

Kim Apel, manager of physical and 
capital planning in facilities manage-
ment, said the university is building 
the new plant to help the campus 
produce its own electricity, thereby 
reducing the need to buy electricity 
during high-cost peak demand.

The $15 million project will help 
the campus save an estimated $1 mil-
lion a year in utility costs, said Wil-
lem van der Pol, director of the Physi-
cal Plant.

Van der Pol added that the tri-
generation facility has three main 
components.

First, the plant has a large turbine, 
also known as a rotary engine, that is 
powered by natural gas. The turbine 
generates electricity as it turns. The 
turbine will generate four-and-a-half 
megawatts of power, which on aver-
age is half of what the campus uses 
daily.

The turbine also generates heat 
as a byproduct. Many generators let 
“waste heat” disperse into the air, 
which contributes to high levels of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.  
However, the tri-generation plant 
will utilize its “waste heat” as another 
energy source.

Some of the heat will be transferred 

into an absorption chiller, which is the 
second component of the plant. The 
heat will power the chiller, which in 
turn will produce cold water to cool 
the campus through air conditioning 
and create chilled drinking water.

More “waste heat” will also be sent 
to a boiler, the plant’s third compo-
nent. In contrast to the chiller, the 
boiler will generate hot water to heat 
the buildings and the campus’ drink-
ing water.

Van der Pol said this system will 
make the new plant almost 100 per-
cent more efficient.  “That is just a 
huge increase in efficiency of how 
we operate the campus,” van der Pol 
said.

Construction began in September 
and is expected to complete sometime 
in February or March, said Doug 
Kind, commissioning and energy 
manager for the Physical Plant.

Kind said the new plant is a first 
for the campus in producing its own 
electric power.

By using natural gas, Kind said 
the generated power will be cleaner 
and less expensive. He added that the 
new plant will take some strain off 
Southern California’s electrical grid 
by allowing the university to be more 
self-efficient.

“We get to run our own destiny,” 
Kind said.

He added that CSUF is not the 
first Cal State University campus to 
use this technology, but the new plant 
is slightly different in that it has an 
extremely clean turbine that will uti-
lize all of its “waste heat,” resulting in 
extremely low emissions.

Incorporated as a city in 1904,  
Fullerton is both Cal State Fuller-
ton’s host city and what 138,000 
people call home, said Chris Meyer, 
city manager of Fullerton.

Coming to work in Fullerton in 
1976, both Meyer and the mayor of 
the city, Don Bankhead, who has 
worked here since 1957, have seen 
its expansion and growth over the 
past couple decades.

“I’ve seen the city evolve from a 
very small town with a small pop-
ulation to a very large city, but it 
still has its small town atmosphere,” 
Bankhead said. He added that Ful-
lerton is still the same great city it 
was when he first arrived.

Before coming to office 21 years 
ago, the small town feel was what 
persuaded Bankhead to join Fuller-
ton’s police department rather than 
Los Angeles’.

Both graduates of CSUF, Bank-
head and Meyer remain in close 
contact with CSUF and its faculty. 
Meyer serves on the board of the 
Fullerton Arboretum, and Bank-
head and CSUF President Milton 
Gordon work closely together as 
well.

Fullerton, deemed the “education 
community” by both Meyer and 
Bankhead, stands true to its five or-
ganizations of higher learning, and 
as Bankhead sees it, gives residents 
the ability to grow up and raise a 
family with the multiple education 
opportunities that are available.

“What makes us unique in this 
city is children can grow up and, 
depending what they want to do 
with their lives, they can get a de-
gree in law, optometry, just about 
anything. They can get that educa-
tion without ever leaving Fuller-
ton,” Bankhead said.

Meyer, while pointing to a large 
map in his office, has seen what 

were once oil fields turned into a 
golf course, homes and a sports 
complex. 

There have been different types 
of development in Fullerton over 
the years, as well as incremental 
changes in the city, Meyer said.

“I would say the fundamental 
character of the city hasn’t changed,” 
Meyer said. “Fullerton has always 
been an educational resident ori-
ented community. It was when I 
first came here, and it is today.”

Fullerton’s unique characteristics 
may be the reason for the constant 
expansion. Its transportation cen-
ter, 44,000 tree urban forest, the vi-
brant social fabric and opportunity 

for employment all play into the 
city’s appeal, Meyer said.

“There is a strong arts communi-
ty and a number of non-profits fo-
cused on making this city the most 
livable environment for old and 
young,” said Christopher Reese, the 
director of community relations at 
CSUF.

A graduate of CSUF as well, Re-
ese jumped at the chance to work 
for the school.

“I love what CSUF stands for. I 
love that the university is focusing 
on how to better the environment 
around us,” Reese said.

With expansion and growth in its 
wake, Fullerton has not stopped.

“You are going to see the city as 
an organization focus on sustain-
ability and focus on careful use of 
resources,” Meyer said. “We are 
wanting to incorporate desalinated 
water into the dorms; also, the city 
fleet will be converting to hybrids 
and compressed natural gas. We are 
starting to pay attention to our car-
bon output.”

Coordination between the city 
and CSUF remains consistent. 
Meetings between the two address 
construction, parking and general 
student life, Reese said.

“We have many of our projects 
on campus reviewed by the city. We 
also coordinate our efforts in terms 

of economic development, student 
affairs and the well being of campus 
neighborhoods will be developed 
or improved in the future,” Reese 
said.

Although it may be one of the 
oldest cities in Orange County, 
Meyer said, Fullerton is keeping up 
with its younger residents with, as 
Reese said, the continuous expan-
sion of the downtown area.

“As a city, people have come to 
Fullerton and never left,” Reese 
said.

Reese also said the long standing 
partnership between CSUF and its 
host city is, “Probably one of the 
best in the CSU system.”
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This is the second energy plant 
on campus. It is being built directly 
next to the university’s current cen-
tral energy plant, which is powered 
entirely by electricity to heat and 
cool water.

One of the main challenges with 
the new tri-generation plant is figur-
ing out how to have it co-exist with 
the current central energy plant. 
Van der Pol said the original plant 
and the new plant do not generate 
enough electricity on their own to 
power the entire campus, so the uni-

versity must rely on both.
As a result, Physical Plant services 

are working out a hybrid system 
where the two plants will switch on 
and off depending on which power 
source, either natural gas or electric-
ity, is cheaper.

“A lot of it depends on the mar-
kets,” Kind said. “As electricity gets 
cheaper, then we might run that 
plant a little bit more; if natural gas 
is cheaper, we’re going to be running 
the other plant.”

Van der Pol said gas and electric-
ity prices change constantly based 
on the time of day and demand. 

He said the university is calculating 
when it is most advantageous to run 
one plant over the other.

The tri-generation plant is part of 
the university’s goal to become more 
sustainable. 

Van der Pol said the university is 
also looking at solar power and fuel 
cells for future projects.

“From our perspective, it fits into 
a larger concept,” van der Pol said. 
“One is to become more energy in-
dependent.”

Another aspect is to create more 
stable utility bills. Van der Pol said 
the plant will enable the university to 

stabilize its energy costs, which will 
save the campus money as Southern 
California Edison continues to raise 
electricity prices.

The final factor is to make the 
campus more environmentally 
friendly. By utilizing the “waste heat” 
from the turbine, the tri-generation 
plant will emit less carbon dioxide 
and will give the university more re-
newable energy.

“The carbon footprint of our cam-
pus, as it relates to producing energy, 
will be decreased,” van der Pol said. 
“We’ll have a cleaner campus opera-
tion because of it.”
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STATE
Redondo man’s brush with death from H1N1

REDONDO (MCT) – That Monday, Vince Amalfi exercised at the gym 
and gave a work presentation. By Thursday, the redondo Beach advertising 
executive was in a medically induced coma fighting for his life in the inten-
sive care unit.

What started out as the flu, which doctors believe was the H1N1 strain, 
developed into near-fatal pneumonia in a matter of days.

“I don’t remember very much,” said Amalfi, 39. “I only found out after-
ward how serious it was.”

The ordeal, which began in late August, resulted in a three-week hospital 
stay followed by rigorous outpatient rehabilitation. Amalfi plans to return to 
work this week part time, still a bit cloudy – and certainly shaken.

His case, though rare in its extremity, is typical of what doctors have 
seen since discovering this new strain of influenza last spring. The bug, also 
known as swine flu, is affecting young and healthy people with no pre-exist-
ing health conditions.

NATIONAL
GM posts $1.2 billion loss and signs of progress

DETROIT (MCT) – In a positive sign that general Motors Co.’s restruc-
turing is off to a good start, the company on Monday said it would begin 
repaying U.S. government loans later this year, and that it generated $3.3 
billion in cash during the third quarter after emerging from bankruptcy.

The detroit automaker posted a $1.2 billion loss between emerging from 
bankruptcy on July 10 and Sept. 30.

“Some signs of progress, some signs of stability,” gM CEO Fritz Hen-
derson said of the results. But, he added, the company is not satisfied with 
its performance, noting the losses. Henderson announced plans to repay the 
goverment within two years.

The company earned $1.5 billion before interest, taxes, depreciation, 
amortization and special items. 

INTErNATIONAL
Obama to meet privately with China’s President Hu

BEIJING (MCT) — President Obama and Chinese President Hu will 
meet Tuesday to talk privately about issues ranging from North Korea’s nu-
clear threat to currency and trade disputes. U.S. policy advocates also expect 
the leaders to announce new joint projects on clean energy.

Obama plans to see the great Wall on Wednesday, and visit officials and 
U.S. troops in South Korea on Thursday before returning home.

On Monday, Obama used his first public appearance in China — a town 
hall meeting in Shanghai — to court China’s Internet users and intellectuals, 
prodding the Chinese government to end its censorship policy.

“I’m a big supporter of noncensorship,” Obama said.
Obama and Hu hoped to be able to announce some areas of mutual ad-

vancement, scheduling a midday joint appearance. Other topics they were 
expected to discuss included terrorism and militarization, the global eco-
nomic crisis, the U.S. war in Afghanistan, global warming, China’s control 
of Tibet and human rights and democracy.

IN OTHEr NEWS

Atlantis sets off on 11-day mission 
Photo Courtesy MCt

(MCT) – The space shuttle At-
lantis roared into orbit at 2:28 p.m. 
EST Monday, arching through light 
clouds to begin an 11-day mission to 
the International Space Station and 
bringing the 28-year-old shuttle pro-
gram one step closer to retirement.

The successful liftoff – one of the 
most trouble-free in the history of 
the program – reduces the number 
of remaining launches to five and 
marks the first NASA mission com-
pletely devoted to stocking the sta-
tion with spare parts – such as pumps 
and gyroscopes – so that the floating 
observatory can continue long past 
the orbiter’s 2010 retirement.

But the launch came amid major 
worries about NASA’s future, as the 
agency has been told by the White 
House to consider cutting its 2011 
budget by as much as 10 percent. 
Based on the agency’s proposed 
2009-2010 budget of $18.7 billion, 
that would equal roughly $1.87 bil-
lion.

That kind of cut would end hu-
man spaceflight for at least the next 
decade – and likely longer – accord-
ing to a presidential space panel that 
recommended last month a $3 bil-
lion-a-year spending increase so that 
NASA could run a “meaningful” 
manned-space program.

“If that’s the case, we as a nation 
need to face the fact that we’re not 
committed to exploration,” said 
former astronaut Leroy Chiao, who 
served on the 10-member commit-
tee led by retired Lockheed Martin 
CEO Norm Augustine.

But a senior administration offi-
cial, who is not authorized to speak 
on the record, cautioned not to read 
too much into the proposed reduc-
tions. 

The official said agencies were 
given “global” instructions to cut 
their budgets by 5 to 10 percent to 
help reduce the record $1.4 trillion 
deficit.

“When the president makes a de-

Space shuttle Atlantis astronaut Leland Melvin, second from left, waves as the crew of six head to climb aboard Atlantis at the 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida, Monday.

Photo Courtesy MCt
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cision on human spaceflight, he can 
ignore that,” said the official.

President Barack Obama con-
vened the Augustine committee this 
summer to evaluate NASA’s Constel-
lation program, which aims to build 
new Ares rockets and Orion capsules 
that could be ready to reach the sta-
tion by 2015 and return astronauts 
to the moon by 2020. 

The committee found that NASA 
needs up to $3 billion more a year 
just to return astronauts to the space 
station by 2017, with a moon mis-
sion farther in the future.

With that bleak estimation, any 
talk of budget cuts sends chills 
through NASA and Kennedy Space 
Center, which is set to lose as many 
as 7,000 jobs when the shuttle is re-
tired. 

Any further delay in launching a 
replacement could make the space 
center more of a ghost town than 
already expected.

On Monday, NASA associate ad-

ministrator Bill gerstenmaier told 
reporters that he does not expect to 
know what the White House will 
do until February. But he said the 
uncertainty has made it difficult for 
NASA as it flies out the remaining 
missions.

“How do we keep our workforce 
and ourselves focused on what we are 
doing and don’t get too distracted by 
all the ‘what if ’ scenarios?” he said.

The reality of just five more flights 
also is starting to resonate with the 
launch team. 

“It is starting to hit home, I have 
to admit to you. It is starting to hit 
home,” said Mike Leinbach, launch 
director at the space center.

But for one day, the worries were 
put on the back burner.

Minutes before liftoff, Atlantis 
commander Charlie Hobaugh said: 
“We’re excited to take this incredible 
vehicle for a ride, and meet up with 
another incredible vehicle, the Inter-
national Space Station.”

Atlantis, loaded with crucial spare 
parts, is expected to dock with the 
station Wednesday. The parts should 
enable the station to extend its oper-
ating life by years,

Also on the mission is pilot Barry 
E. Wilmore, a Navy captain; mission 
specialists Leland Melvin, a scientist 
and former NFL football player; 
Mike Foreman, a U.S. Navy Captain 
and veteran spacewalker; Marine 
Lt. Col. randy Bresnick and rob-
ert Satcher, an orthopedic surgeon. 
Wilmore, Bresnick and Satcher were 
all first-time fliers.

The 11-day flight will keep the 
astronauts in orbit through Thanks-
giving. 

They will unload nearly 30,000 
pounds of pumps, tanks and other 
spare parts, as well as science experi-
ments.

Atlantis will return to Earth with 
astronaut Nicole Stott, who has been 
one of the station’s six crew members 
since late August.
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The Patrons of the Library 
hosted a reading of the late pro-
fessor Joan Greenwood’s haiku 
at the Pollak Library on Sunday. 
Greenwood died in 2004. 

Professor Irena Praitis read se-
lections from a newly-published 
collection of Greenwood’s haiku 
titled, “Stirring Dawn: Selected 
Haiku and Poetry” and shared her 
personal experience of discover-
ing Greenwood’s poetry in spring 
2008 through John Greenwood, 
Greenwood’s husband of over 50 
years. 

Greenwood taught English and 
comparative literature at Cal State 
Fullerton, where she also received 
the title of emerita professor. 

She created a five-week haiku 
class at CSUF that students could 
repeat for one credit each, total-
ing three credits at the end of the 
semester if students took every 
section. 

Greenwood wrote haiku almost 
every day and used them as a way 
of remembering the past.  

“Writing haiku almost daily 
was a form of diary for Joan,” 
John said.  

Howard Seller, a member of 
the Patrons of the Library who 
also arranged the event, said, “We 
have planned this event to honor 
the memory and poetic accom-
plishments of professor Green-
wood.” 

Seller said he had been friends 
with Greenwood for almost 40 
years, and they taught together at 
CSUF. 

“Since most people were not 
aware that she composed so much 
poetry, the program on Nov. 15 
will provide the first opportunity 
for many in the audience to hear 
professor Greenwood’s work read 
by professor Praitis, who is her-
self an outstanding and published 
poet,” Seller said.

Praitis went on sab-
batical in 2008 and 
drove up to Alaska from 
Southern California and 
then down to Arizona. 

She brought the box 
of Greenwood’s poems 
with her in her car and 
began to read them in 
Arizona. 

“It kind of traveled 
with me this entire long 
way,” Praitis said. “I 
opened the box, and I 
started reading these po-
ems, and there was just 
something about them 
instantly that felt really 
special, and so I started 
typing them.” 

Praitis began to orga-
nize the poems chrono-
logically and saw ex-
ceptional strengths in 
Greenwood’s writing. 

“I thought this is re-
ally going to amount to 
something,” Praitis said. 

“I found them to be amazing 
in the sense that it was very clear 
to me that she had not written 
for anybody but herself and her 
family, her husband mostly ... It 
was this incredible glimpse into 
somebody’s life, into their genu-
ine thought and feeling without 
the idea at all of there’s supposed 
to be some specific academic 
or public audience for it, which 
made them all that more amaz-
ing,” Praitis said. 

She continued that of all the 
lessons she learned through 
Greenwood’s poetry, love was the 
strongest. 

Both John and Joan Green-
wood, Praitis said, “Were abso-
lutely, passionately in love with 
each other their entire lives.” 

One poem, written after the 
Greenwoods had been married 
over 30 years, described John 
walking into the room, inadver-
tently distracting Joan from do-
ing her work.

“I learned how cynical I really 
was in looking at what she wrote,” 
Praitis said. “We think ... people 
fall in love passionately, but that 
doesn’t last, and you have to find 
something else that’s kind of sta-
ble and very staid. And here was 
somebody who wrote a lament-
ing poem ... They were together, 
and they were in love with each 
other, and they were passionately 
connected because they clearly 
worked at it every single day and 
stayed connected to it every single 
day and never took it for granted 
at any given moment. I can’t think 
of a better thing to have learned 
than that.”    

In the end, Praitis said that 
Greenwood embodied a devotion 
to the creative process that stood 
in the face of destruction. 

“Joan was a dedicated teacher,” 
John said. “She never ‘burned out.’ 
She was an inspiration and mentor 
to her junior colleagues and a great 
many secondary school teachers, 
especially in Orange County.”

By GreG Lehman
Daily Titan Staff Writer
features@dailytitan.com

Poetry reading honors late Cal State 
Fullerton professor and her book

Drama holds captive audience, 
converts a previous non-believer 

Stanley, played by Brian Rickel, and Blanche, portrayed by Bethany Mangum, have a 
conversation in Tennessee Williams’ “A Streetcar Named Desire” in the Young Theatre. 

Photo By Chad UemUra/daily titan Staff Photographer

Joan Greenwood’s “Stirring Dawn: Selected Haiku 
and Poetry” was published posthumously, honoring 
the late poetry professor. 

I never really liked reading “A 
Streetcar Named Desire;” I was 
forced to read it in high school, in 
college and again when I auditioned 
for the role of Mitch in a commu-
nity theater version of the play. 

This brings me to a total of three 
times I have read “Streetcar.” I saw 
the film adaptation as a freshman in 
college and still didn’t develop an in-
terest in the story. 

However, Cal State Fullerton’s 
production of “Streetcar” has made 
me fall in love with the play. It is 
possibly the best show of the season 
so far.

The play follows Blanche DuBois, 
an aging Southern belle, as she falls 
into poverty and moves in with her 
sister, Stella, in New Orleans. Al-
though Stella welcomes her sister 
with open arms, her husband Stan-
ley is not as gracious. As rifts form 
between the characters, the plot 
grows stronger and stronger before 
eventually reaching a fiery climax.

The story is absolutely unbe-
lievable. Every word went toward 
strengthening the story, which was 
already quite strong. Although some 
may criticize its length, I found ev-
ery moment to be as dramatic and 
fresh as the last. Time just zoomed 
by for me; every acidic stare and tiny 
flirt held my attention.

Each scene was incredibly well-
crafted, and none of Tennessee Wil-
liams’ beautiful prose was wasted. 
The cast understood the brilliantly-
painted picture that the story tells, 
and the director was smart enough 
to find the humanity within the 
characters. 

As each scene progressed, I found 
that it was hard to evaluate the ac-
tors’ performances. Each character 
was well-defined and multi-dimen-
sional, and I began to see the char-
acters instead of the actors. 

Instead of worrying about how the 
actor who played Stanley was able to 
produce such a great performance, I 
worried about Stanley’s relationship 
with Stella. This was a crucial part 

of the success of “A Streetcar Named 
Desire.” Each character was complex 
and complete enough to be given 
their own play.

Director Kari Hayter, teamed 
with scenic designer Fred Kinney, 
produced a all-encompassing experi-
ence for the audience. My seat, AA 
27 Right, was right in front of the 
Kowalski dinner table and comes 
highly recommended.

Speaking of character immer-
sion, Bethany Mangum fully trans-
formed herself into the aging beauty 
Blanche DuBois. The script requires 
her character to be eccentric enough 
to border on lunacy, and she gave a 
raw performance that I did not dis-
believe for a moment. 

Molly Stilliens offered a magnifi-
cent performance as Stella, deliver-
ing a sweet yet fiery character who 
could be anyone’s older sister. 

Finally, Brian Rickel gave his 

Stanley an almost-lovable vigor de-
spite his beastly actions. 

Too many actors portray Stanley 
as a monster, but Rickel successfully 
explored the human animal in Stan-
ley. The audience was on their feet 
when the actors appeared onstage 
for their curtain call.

This performance of “A Streetcar 
Named Desire” is a trim, lovely and 
raw story that will keep you talking 
for hours afterward. 

The story can’t be beat; the cast is 
excellent and the re-imagining of the 
show was polished to a high shine by 
Hayter.

“A Streetcar Named Desire” will 
run for the next two weeks in the 
Young Theatre on campus. General 
admission is $10 and $9 for stu-
dents. Tickets are available in the 
box office located by the Nutwood 
Parking Structure or online at Tick-
ets.com.

By JameS Bean
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com
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Nothing is more distracting 
than students in class playing 
“Farmville” and surfing Facebook 
on their laptop computers in the 
row in front of you. 

For one thing, it makes you 
wish you were playing “Farm-
ville;” it also takes your attention 
away from the lecture.

Students who use their laptops 
for things other than schoolwork 
in class are annoying distractions. 
I understand why students use 
their laptops in class; they make 
taking notes easier. Lord knows 
how difficult it can be to use 
paper and pens to keep up with 
lectures. I guess students can’t 
handle writing cramps like they 
used to.

But rather than use laptops 
to help them study, many stu-
dents play online games or watch 
YouTube videos. This has many 
negative consequences. Being 
distracted by laptops can lead to 
poor grades.

I’m constantly overhearing stu-
dents complain about how poor-
ly they’re doing in class. Then as 
soon as the professor starts talk-
ing, they’re behind their screens 
reading the latest celebrity gossip 

– and they wonder why they don’t 
do well. 

Students who misuse their lap-
tops also insult the professors who 
trust students to use their com-
puters for note taking. But some 
students abuse that trust by using 
their laptops to do other things. If 
you’re not going to pay attention, 
why bother going to class?

I’m not saying that every stu-
dent who uses laptops in class 
misuses them. Many students do 
rely on them to help them with 
their education. But the students 
who misuse their laptops hurt the 
people who don’t as well. Profes-
sors are getting fed up, and they’ll 
soon implement stricter rules – like 
banning laptops completely. Some 
professors already have.

The least these students could do 
is be more subtle about not paying 
attention. Professors know what’s 
going on, and I’m getting sick of 
them interrupting their lectures to 
chastise those students.

Most annoying of all, students 
with laptops don’t notice or care 
how much they distract their 
peers. Maybe you don’t want to be 
in class, but some of us have to pay 
attention in order to do well. It’s 
hard enough without you watch-
ing “The Matrix” right in front of 
us.

Those who get distracted by 
laptops impact more people than 
they realize. Just ask the two pilots 
of Northwest Flight 188 who lost 
their licenses after they overshot 
their destination by 150 miles. 
And what were they doing? Fool-
ing around on their laptops. In 
the cockpit. With 144 passengers 
trusting them with their lives.

At least students don’t have that 
level of responsibility.

By Maureen Fox
Daily Titan Staff Writer 
opinion@dailytitan.com

By Jonathan MontgoMery
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

Should students be allowed to use laptops in the classroom, or are they too distracting?

I’m sure we’ve all seen them. 
They typically sit in the back, or 
maybe they’re bold and sit near 
the front, scrolling through Fa-
cebook pictures and chat mes-
sages and getting high scores on  
AddictingGames.com.

Yes, laptops can be a distrac-
tion, but I’ve also witnessed 
diligent students utilizing Pow-
erPoint and word processors for 
note taking. 

These are the students I like to 
remember.

Laptops are powerful machines 
capable of aiding with research, 
projects and communicating 
with others globally. 

We do our homework on 
them. We study with them. And 
of course, we also “socialize,” with 
them.            

Just because some students are 
apathetic about their education 
shouldn’t ruin a great resource 
that’s capable of increasing pro-
ductivity for the rest of us. 

Using this same vein of logic, 
perhaps we should take away 
pens and paper from those who 
doodle in their notebooks instead 
of listening intently to their pro-
fessor. Or maybe we should use 

the eyelid restraints found in “A 
Clockwork Orange” on those who 
sleep or daydream.

If history has taught me any-
thing, it’s that banning things to 
rid people of their habits will only 
result in something else taking its 
place.

As always, some people are in 
class to learn, others are not. We 
can take away all the laptops, but 
some people simply won’t want to 
be in class.

Furthermore, implementing 
logic that says, “If we want to 
change peoples’ habits, just take 
the offending object away,” sets a 
dangerous precedent that assumes 
people can’t take responsibility for 
themselves.

Every day people skip class, 
show up late, sleep, don’t study, 
etc. Maybe we should be going af-
ter distractions found outside the 
classroom.

I’m not really sure who is com-
plaining in this situation.

If a professor doesn’t want lap-
tops in a classroom, great, then they 
should write it in their syllabus. 

If students are mad that other 
people can blow through class not 
caring about learning anything, 
tough. 

They just sound envious and 
need to get over it.

Ultimately, it should be left up 
to the professor. 

For smaller classes where class 
participation is vital, maybe the 
professor won’t want laptops. 

But in large classrooms where 
attendance isn’t mandatory, who 
cares? 

At least they came to class, and 
at least those who actually want 
to use their laptops for productive 
means will still be allowed to.

If you’re one of those ignorant 
“sheeple” who believes everything so-
called “scientists” spoon feed them, 
then you probably also believe that 
the Large Hadron Collider (more 
like Large Hard-on Collider, right? I 
apologize) was created to help physi-
cists answer fundamental questions 
about some of the smallest particles 
known to man. 

The device is basically the world’s 
most expensive pinball machine – 
accelerating protons until they don’t 
know what the hell’s going on and 
then smashing them together. 

It straddles the Swiss-French 
border and is operated by CERN 
(Conseil Europeen pour la Recher-
che Nucleaire, or European Coun-
cil for Nuclear Research if you’re 
not a commie), who came up with 
the idea presumably after cackling 
loudly as lightening flashed in the 
background. 

They also probably raped a kitten, 
an orphaned kitten. Without legs.

You poor, misguided sap, you. 
Read between the lines! Repent! The 
end is nigh!

Sorry, I tend to get caught up in 
religious fervor whenever the end of 
the freakin’ world decides to quickly 
dawn on us.

Soylent Green is made out of 
people!

Again, sorry. Now where was I?
Doomsday, right.
On Nov. 3, a piece of bread 

nerdgasm
“Exploring the highs and lows of nerd culture”

Future inhibitions
By ashleigh Johnson 

Daily Titan Copy Editor
opinion@dailytitan.com

dropped by a bird caused the high-
tech piece of equipment to begin to 
overheat. 

This incident is just part of a series 
of difficulties that has plagued Sky-
net ... I mean, the LHC. 

As a result, some scientists have 
speculated that the LHC is sabotag-
ing itself from the future. 

While some are dismissing this 
idea as ridiculous, an essay published 
in the New York Times by Den-
nis Overbye (who may or may not 
be a time traveler and who may or 
may not be on a mission to protect 
Sarah Connor from a robotic Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger), details some 
of these self-sabotage theories – the 
bulk of which depend on the grand-
father paradox.

For those who don’t know, the gist 
of the paradox is as follows: If some-
one traveled back in time and killed 
their grandfather, then it can be as-
sumed that the time machine could 
never be built in the first place. Sci-
ence!

However, to paraphrase Overbye, 
there’s nothing in the grandfather 
paradox that says that a time traveler 
couldn’t save their grandfather from 
being hit by a bus. 

Basically, the physicists who sub-
scribe to the future sabotage train of 
thought believe that the LHC is pre-
venting the world from being hit by 
a metaphorical bus – namely “Higgs 
boson,” a hypothetical particle that 
is said to provide mass.

Pardon me for blowing your 
mind.

Personally, I am a firm believer in 

this school of thought, so much so 
that I have taken the liberty of “bor-
rowing” the LHC (I’ve got a really 
big sweatshirt) and will now dem-
onstrate its time-traveling properties 
and its possible ability to alter the 
future. Now if the scientists are cor-
rect, all I have to do is step in here 
and …

All praise Xenu! It worked!
Goodness, have you all heard of 

this wacky cult called Christianity? 
They believe that some guy once 
turned water into wine and gave a 
bunch of people fish and bread. 

Haha! Ah, to laugh. The ludi-
crousness of it all.

Lord Tom Cruise would get such 
a kick out of their crazy theories.

Oh, hold on, I have to go purge 
the alien souls from my fleshy hu-
man meat body.

Wait … This isn’t my E-meter! 
AHHH!
Well, that’s a disappointment. I 

guess the damn thing didn’t work 
after all. 

Sorry guys, I didn’t mean to scare 
you all before by discussing end of 
the world conspiracy theories. But 
what do scientists know, right? 

All they do is sit around a lab all 
day diddling rats and making their 
hair look funny (Note: There may 
be a correlation between these two 
points, but who knows? I’m not a 
scientist).

Sorry for wasting your time, ev-
eryone. Now I’d best be off before 
Mecha-Hitler sends out his mechan-
ical spiders to drain me of blood. 

Oh hey, look, a bird!

WEB PERSPECTIvES
Re: That’s So Gay: Don’t ask, don’t tell
I wouldn’t wager on “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” disappearing anytime soon. 

Neither the president nor Congress has shown any sense of urgency in get-
ting this law repealed, and their appetite to deal with the issue will likely 
diminish in every day that approaches the 2010 mid-term elections. A refer-
endum on the economy will likely cause Democratic majorities to disappear 
in those same elections — ending any possibility to get legislation passed in 
the near future.

Within the gay community, there is weak lobbying support for this issue 
since it doesn’t have any direct impact on the lives of most gay and lesbian 
activists. The all-consuming drive to achieve marriage equality gets all the 
attention and resources. 

Meanwhile, as your article clearly points out, gays in the military fall fur-
ther behind the norms of society. In a world where it is no longer socially 
acceptable to be closeted, military gays and lesbians find themselves in the 
uncomfortable position where they are not all that welcome in the gay world 
that has left the closet behind or in a military that doesn’t want them to serve 
openly.

– Rich

Re: ‘Fast and Furious’ director and other prominent Asian Americans 
come to class

I really wish this were not just part of a class, but part of an event open to 
the public. But, anyway, it’s good that these Asian-American celebrities were 
invited to discuss this issue. 

When Hollywood’s casting white actors to play distinctly Asian characters, 
there’s an obvious problem. And there’s much resistance by white society, 
who often see no problem in casting whites to play Asian characters. That’s 
probably the biggest hurdle, and it gets even worse when dealing with the 
extremely close-minded individuals who run Hollywood. They still believe 
that America as a whole will not watch Asian or Asian-American actors, even 
if those roles are for people of Asian descent. It’s sad and infuriating.

– mykalroze

Re: The Devil’s Advocate: Should activist groups rely on the use of graphic 
images to convey their message?

As both authors pointed out the shock factor is behind a lot of the images 
activist groups use. The outrageous images they use can often bring home 
distant or out-of-mind subjects. I think they should make use of such imag-
ery because it draws in the uninformed to their cause. 

The part I have a problem with is after that – when they bombard those 
that come to (them) for facts with misinformation, exaggerations and down 
right lies.

Take for example PETA, which stands for people for the ethical treatment 
of animals. And when you think about it, how many people aren’t for the 
ethical treatment of animals? 

Their message and actions should be simple, but instead they put forward 
extremist values. Don’t eat meat at all? Don’t use animals for tests that can 
benefit humanity? Don’t eat fish because they’re Sea Kittens? Other groups 
like MADD aren’t squeaky clean either. 

The over exaggerations and the crazed rhetorical language is driven by 
one thing – money. Sensation and perceived need pull in big bucks for these 
organizations and their administrators.

- Anonymous

Comments from readers of the Daily Titan

The preceding are the opinions of commenters on DailyTitan.com and 
are not necessarily the views of the Daily Titan, its staff or Cal State 
Fullerton. Comments are edited for grammar and AP style.

Articles written for the Daily Titan by columnists, other Cal State Fullerton students or 
guests do not necessarily reflect the view of the Daily Titan or Daily Titan Editorial Board. 
Only the editorials are representative of the views of the Daily Titan Editorial Board. 
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HOW TO PLAY:
Each row must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9; each 
column must contain the 
numbers 1 to 9: and each 
set of boxes must contain 
the numbers 1 to 9.
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Caricature brought to you by mctcampus.com
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Campus Organizations
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Lost and Found
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Advertising
Information
To place a classified ad, call

657.278.4411
By Fax:
657.278.2702

By Email:
classified@dailytitan.com

By Mail:
The Daily Titan
College Park Bldg.
2600 E. Nutwood Ave. 
Suite 660 
Fullerton, CA. 92831-3110

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday 9 am - 5 pm

Rates:
One insertion, up to 20 words
.........................................$5.50
each additional word........$0.39
12pt Headline...................$1.75
16pt Headline...................$2.50
Border..............................$5.50

• Weekly and monthly rates are 
  also available.
• For classified display ads, 
  please see our rate card for 
  rate information.

Deadlines:
Classified Line Ads:
3 Business days before printing 
  @ 12 noon.
Classified Display Ads:
3 Business days before printing
  @ 12 noon.

Payment:
Please make checks payable 
to: "The Daily Titan" 
We also accept Visa and 
Mastercard

Read the Daily Titan online @
www.dailytitan.com
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Kurt Warner
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Miscellaneous

REALTOR WILL 
CONTRIBUTE minimum 
$1,000 to CSUF for property list-
ed AND sold by Richard Garcia, 
REEBROKER DRE #01479810. 
(909) 557-8481

5500
Professional Services

24 HR Mailbox & Photo Studio, 
PO Box Rental, FedEx/UPS 
Boxes, Keys Made, Passport, 
Photo Restoration, Enlargement, 
and Portrait Special. (714) 870-
9411.

7400
Housing for Rent/Sale

Loft 6mo lease downtown 
Placentia. 3brs/2.5bath, 1700 
square feet, second story, loft, 
full kitchen, room for washer/
dryer, view. $2400/mo, $1200/
deposit, good credit, near CSUF. 
Ed (714)883-3584. Call for 
appointment. 

6100
Business Opportunities

F I N A L LY  A 
MONEYMAKING WEBSITE 
FOR BEGINNERS! 
EasyCashFlowNowWebsite.
com

Are you upbeat and outgo-
ing? Would you like to work 
right across the street from the 
Disneyland Parks with fun and 
friendly people just like you? 
Then come and be a part of our 
family at the award winning* 
Howard Johnson Plaza Hotel 
in the Anaheim Resort! We are 
looking for customer service 
experts with excellent written/
phone skills to be a part of our 
Front Desk Team. Full time and 
part time positions available. No 
hotel experience necessary, but 
customer service experience is 
a plus. Pay is $10/hour + perks, 
incentives and benefits!
Must apply in person. Monday to 
Friday 9am-5pm. 1380 S. harbor 
Blvd, Anaheim, CA 92802.
Check us out at www.hojoana-
heim.com!
*Howard Johnson Hotel of the 
Year 2006 and 2007
*TripAdvisor.com “U.S. - Best 
Hotel for Families”

6200
Career Opportunities P/T
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The Walk-off 

By Brian Whitehead
Daily Titan Sports Columnist

sports@dailytitan.com

With USC’s stunning 55-21 loss to Stanford, the end 
of the trojans’ pac-10 dominance became a reality

USC freshman quarterback Matt Barkley is consoled by guard Jeff Byers as the clock runs down to the end of the game in Los Angeles, Calif., Saturday.
photo courtesy mct

If you’d told pete Carroll three 
years ago that in 2009 USC would 
lose games to Washington, oregon 
and Stanford, he would’ve belted out 
one of those condescending Donald 
trump laughs, given you a couple 
DX Chops and wasted no time hav-
ing you buried in Death Valley.

If you’d told Carroll three years 
ago that in 2009 “tailback-U” 
would be headed for some no-name 
bowl against the third or fourth 
best team in the Big East or Atlan-
tic Coast Conference, he would’ve 
locked you in a portable toilet with 
Charlie Weis. 

or better yet, 
tied you down 
and forced you 
to watch “De-
nise richards: It’s 
Complicated” un-
til your eyes bled.

The fact of the 
matter is had you 
told Carroll these 
things following 
USC’s 32-18 dis-
mantling of Michigan in the 2006-
07 rose Bowl, you would’ve been 
crazy.

Crazy, but right.
After an embarrassing 55-21 

home butt-whuppin’ courtesy of an 
up-and-coming Stanford Cardinals 
team, the trojans’ historic streak of 
pac-10 dominance (seven straight 
league titles) officially went down in 
flames.

In regards to making their eighth 
straight BCS bowl, the glimmer of 
hope that remained after shocking 
losses to Washington and oregon 
evaporated into thin air Saturday, 
along with the hopes of salvaging a 
frustrating 2009 season.

The trojans, fresh off their third 
consecutive rose Bowl victory and 
seventh straight 11-win season, en-
tered the 2009 campaign a shell of 
their former selves. Eleven key play-
ers from the 12-1 2008 team were 
drafted in April, including irreplace-
able leaders Mark Sanchez, Brian 
Cushing, Clay Matthews and rey 
Maualuga.

talk about stripping the cabinet 
bare. 

That’s like taking Mick Jagger out 
of The rolling Stones or paul McCa-
rtney out of The Beatles. Sure, those 
groups would temporarily survive 
on legacy alone, but sooner or later 
their fans would notice the glaring 
hole and eventually say to them-
selves, “You know what, these guys 
just aren’t that good anymore.”

The 2009 version of the Men of 
troy began the season at an inflated 
No. 4, despite their undeniable flaws 

and inexperience at 
the skill positions. 
All things consid-
ered, USC looked 
like a surefire lock 
to make their fifth 
consecutive rose 
Bowl and quite 
possibly – with a 
lot of help – their 
first BCS Champi-
onship game since 
2005.

After a mildly impressive win at 
ohio State during the second week, 
USC appeared to have shrugged off 
any doubt that this particular season 
would be any different than the pre-
vious seven. 

After all, it’s USC we’re talking 
about.

A week after handing the Buckeyes 
the inevitable, “remind me, why 
is ohio State considered a national 

powerhouse?” loss, the trojans trav-
eled to Washington to face a Huskies 
squad that, up until the week before, 
hadn’t won in 15 games. All Wash-
ington needed to do to erase a year 
of humiliation was beat the USC 
team that pummeled them 56-0 in 
the Coliseum a year ago.

And as luck would have it, they 
did. 

No really, they did. 16-13. There’s 
film and everything.

After nose-diving to No. 12, the 
trojans rallied off four straight wins 
and put themselves back into the 
BCS National Championship con-
versation.

Then Halloween rolled around.
to make a long, painful story 

short, USC got the snot kicked out 
of them in oregon. An absolute 
drumming, 47-20. It wasn’t even 
that close. If there was ever a chink 
in trojan armor, it was exposed, 
poked fun at, abused and insulted in 
Eugene.

That night USC was Miguel Cotto 
and oregon was Manny pacquiao.

plummeting once again to No. 
12 (and more importantly, second 
place in the pac-10), USC climbed 
one spot before Saturday’s shellack-
ing at the hands of a school most 
famous for producing tiger Woods 
and “The play.”

Stanford’s upset of USC – more 
than two years after The Upset 
Heard ‘round The World – sent 

shockwaves across the nation, do-
ing most of the damage in Southern 
California.

USC’s unprecedented third loss 
highlighted a bevy of growing pains 
Carroll has had to endure over the 
last year. If it wasn’t clear before, it’s 
crystal now: The trojans are no lon-
ger head and shoulders above every-
one else in the pac-10, and for that 
matter, the country.

Though this 2009 team is loaded 
with five-star recruits at every posi-
tion, the squad as a whole has been 
a far reach from any of the Carroll-
coached teams of the past decade.

The reality is this year USC has 
been an above-average football team 
with a true freshman starting at 

quarterback and a crummy defense 
that has been ripped to shreds all 
season.

In hindsight, giving a 19-year-
old the reins to a program like USC 
was like giving a 13-year-old boy the 
camera in a Kim Kardashian play-
boy cover shoot; it was destined to 
end badly.

If USC has anything going for 
them, it’s that they’ll reload next 
year (as they do every year), come 
back pissed that they had to play 
West Virginia or Wake Forest in a 
bowl game and rack up an undefeat-
ed 2010 season, earning the crystal 
football come January.

I mean, after all, it is USC we’re 
talking about.

USC’s 
unprecedented third 
loss highlighted a 
bevy of growing pains 
Carroll has had to 
endure over the last 
year.

“

“


