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 Faded paint of child-sized foot-
prints lead the way on the cracked 
and uneven sidewalk to the en-
trance of the Cal State Fullerton 
Children’s Center.

“The peeling paint is a problem 
on all these temporary buildings, 
and these buildings are very old, 
and we have trouble getting that 
paint to stick,” said Betsy Gibbs, 
director of the center for 35 years.

Luckily for Gibbs, staff and chil-
dren of the center will be moving 
into a brand-new building to be 
completed in spring 2011.

The center’s temporary location 
is in the corporation yard, near the 
Parking and Transportation of-
fices, and consists of two buildings 
covering an area of roughly 7,000 
square feet. The new center is over 
8,000 square feet larger, with three 
new buildings covering an area of 
15,320 square feet. The new loca-
tion of the center will be construct-
ed in Lot A, causing the loss of 350 
parking spots. 

To deal with the excess of cars, 
Parking and Transportation has 
“assisted parking in Lot A and Lot 
G; if necessary, (there is) off-site 
parking at the Meridian (as well as) 
58 on-street spaces on West Cam-
pus Drive,” said Joe Ferrer, director 
of Parking and Transportation.

From left: Madison Schindler, 4, and Keiva Quinn, 6, play with “Moon Sand” during free time at the Children’s Center on campus.
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‘Smokeout’ promotes long life

Mary Hudson, a human communications major, takes a quick cigarette break 
outside of College Park Tuesday before having to head back into class.

PHOTO BY SHRUTI PATEL/Daily Titan Photo Editor

Undocumented students in Cal 
State Universities face many chal-
lenges: lack of identification, anxi-
ety about being found and deport-
ed, and financial concerns.

A graduate of Cal State Fullerton, 
who chose to remain anonymous, 
said that his family came to Los An-
geles when he was 16 years old as 
his father looked for better job op-
portunities in the United States.

“I didn’t have the language,” the 
graduate said. “My parents were 
looking for a better life for their 
son, you know, it was three of us. 
And they made that big decision 
(to move to LA) ... At that point, 
I was going to start high school in 
Mexico, and when I got here I went 
to high school, and I said, ‘Wait 
a minute, I want to go to college, 
and I don’t have the language, and I 
need to know this stuff.’ Well, you 
learn the language, but then, guess 
what? You don’t have your papers.”

The stress can he hard to deal 
with. “You try to be on the side,” 
the graduate said. “You try to be 
like (in) the dark. You don’t want 
people to know you’re undocu-
mented because you don’t know 
who to trust.”

“(For) me, it took me a long time 
to get my degree because I had to 
pay for it; I have to pay for my ed-
ucation. My week was go to work 
four days and go to school three, 
and that’s seven days for eight years. 
So there was no weekends; there was 
a point where I said, ‘OK, should I 
buy my jeans or should I buy my 
book?’ And I said, ‘Well I have to 
buy my book and not jeans.’ I still 
remember people making fun of me 
like, you haven’t graduated from 
college? It’s been already how many 
years? I said, ‘I don’t care, I know 
there’s going to be a point that I say, 
you know what, I did it. I did it.’”

The graduate said that his degree 
is something he will always hold in 
high regard. “There is no way for 
me to lose my degree. See, that is 
something that I am going to be 
able to keep for the rest of my life. 
It’s something that no one, no one 
is going to be able to take away 
from me.”   

The Alliance of Students for an 
Equal Education exists on campus 
as a support group for undocu-
mented students struggling to get 
their degrees. The graduate became 
one of the original members when 
he discovered that he was not alone 
in his situation.

“I thought maybe there’s going 
to be like five (undocumented stu-
dents),” the graduate said. He took 
a Chicano/a studies class and began 
talking to a girl in the class about 
his situation, telling her that he was 
undocumented. “She said, ‘Oh, 
guess what? I know some other 
students that are in the same situa-
tion as you.’ And I said, ‘What? Are 
there more like me? It is true; I’m 
not the only one?’”

She said there were others, and 
these two others told him there 
were even more. “I was like, wait a 
minute, there is more? So that’s how 
ASEE is started,” the graduate said.

The ASEE is an immigration ad-
vocacy group on campus, according 
to the group’s secretary Diego Guti-
errez. 

BY CAMERON HARP
For the Daily Titan
news@dailytitan.com
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In an effort to prevent tobacco-
related deaths, the American Cancer 
Society is holding its 34th annual 
Great American Smokeout challenge 
Thursday. Tobacco is the single largest 
preventable cause of disease and pre-
mature death in the United States, the 
ACS states.

The Great American Smokeout was 
an idea launched by the ACS in order 
to encourage smokers to make a plan 
to quit smoking that day. This year 
the organization is promoting the idea 
that quitting smoking will contribute 
to better health and reduce the risk of 
cancer.

Dr. Alan G. Thorson, a member 
of the Fellowship of the American 
College of Surgeons and national vol-
unteer president for the ACS, said in 
a statement for the Great American 
Smokeout that he realizes that quitting 
smoking is tough, but the organization 
can help.

“The American Cancer Society of-
fers a variety of effective resources 
ranging from online tips and tools to 
personalized telephone coaching by 
trained specialists,” he said in the ACS’s 
press release. “We hope that smokers 
will use the Great American Smokeout 
to map out a course of action that will 
help them to quit and, in turn, to stay 
well and celebrate more birthdays.”

Some students often use nicotine 
to get their mind off things, especially 
when studying. Samantha Crane, a 
math and statistics major, said that she 
may quit for the day on Thursday, but 

she will most likely quit for good in 
December following finals.

“I want to quit after school is done. 
I have like five classes,” Crane said. 
“(Smoking) gets my mind off things, if 
I am studying.”

Some students find their craving for 
cigarettes so addictive that they don’t 
think the smokeout will help. Kelly 
Egan, a junior theater major, said she 
heard of the Great American Smoke-
out but did not think the event would 
help her quit smoking.

“It won’t work. I have been a smok-
er for almost 16 years,” Egan said. “I 
have days ... where I don’t smoke in 
the week if I want to. I might not have 
one on campus that day, but I am sure 
I will have one on the way to campus 
and one on the way home.”

According to Cancer.org, the ACS’s 
Web site, the benefits of quitting 
smoking emerge within 20 minutes. A 
smoker’s heart rate and blood pressure 
drop soon after quitting. Within 12 
hours of quitting, the carbon monox-
ide level in their blood drops to nor-
mal.

Health Educator Jackie R. Blyleven 
of the Cal State Fullerton Student 
Health and Counseling Center said 
that the Health Center on campus of-
fers a free Smoking Cessation program 
for students who provide five sessions 
of individual counseling. The 45-min-
ute one-on-one sessions allow smokers 
to talk about their reasons for smoking 
as well as provide a means to combat 
the smoking habits of the individual.

 “I am hoping that students see our 
efforts of encouragement to quit smok-
ing or to pick a quit date,” Blyleven 
said. 

Alumni  
support 
AB 540
students

BY gREg LEHMAN
Daily Titan Staff Writer

news@dailytitan.com
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For The record
It is the policy of the daily Titan to correct any inaccurate informa-

tion printed in the publication as soon as the error is discovered. any 
incorrect information printed on the front page will result in a correction 
printed on the front page. any incorrect information printed on any 
other page will be corrected on page 2. errors on the opinion page will 
be corrected on that page. corrections also will be noted on the online 
version of the daily Titan.

Please contact executive editor Skyler Blair at 657-278-5815 or at 
execeditor@dailytitan.com with issues about this policy or to report any 
errors.

The Daily Titan is a student publication, printed every Monday through Thursday. The 
Daily Titan operates independently of Associated Students, College of Communications, 
CSUF administration and the CSUF System. The Daily Titan has functioned as a public 
forum since inception. Unless implied by the advertising party or otherwise stated, 
advertising in the Daily Titan is inserted by commercial activities or ventures identified 
in the advertisements themselves and not by the university. Such printing is not to be 
construed as written or implied sponsorship, endorsement or investigation of such com-
mercial enterprises. The Daily Titan allocates one issue to each student for free. 
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INTerNaTIoNaL
Cuban poll shows unhappiness among citizens

CUBA (MCT) — any good will raul castro enjoyed as cuba's new 
leader has dissipated, according to a new poll, which found more than four 
out of five of those surveyed in cuba were unhappy with the direction of the 
country.

The survey, conducted by the International republican Institute, also 
found one in five cubans cited food scarcity as their biggest worry and that 
82 percent of those surveyed said life in cuba was going "so-so, badly or very 
badly." That was up slightly from 80 percent last November, the last time the 
study was conducted.

None of the questions involved U.S. policy toward cuba, though 8 per-
cent of those surveyed in cuba volunteered that ending the U.S. embargo 
would help improve cuba's economy.

NaTIoNaL
New bill aims to boost funding for literacy programs

WASHINGTON (MCT) — with state and local funding for education 
being squeezed, school administrators and classroom teachers are hoping a 
bill, introduced by Sen. Patty Murray, d-wash., that would provide nearly 
$12 billion for literacy programs over five years will inject some much-need-
ed cash into what most consider the cornerstone of learning.

Murray’s legislation also would overhaul a federal literacy effort that was 
rocked by allegations of mismanagement, favoritism and conflicts of interest 
involving officials at the department of education during the Bush admin-
istration. 

roughly one in seven adults in the United States can’t read newspapers, 
gas bills or this sentence, according to the National assessment of adult 
Literacy released earlier this year.

Ten percent of the funding in Murray’s bill would be aimed at programs 
for children from birth to age 5, 40 percent for students in kindergarten to 
fifth grade and 40 percent for students in grades six through 12. The other 
10 percent would be discretionary.

STaTe
Proposed medical marijuana ban rejected 

LOS ANGELES (MCT) – Likely delaying passage of a new medical mari-
juana ordinance, two city council committees on Monday rejected the city 
attorney’s call for an outright ban on over-the-counter cannibis sales.

If the council does adopt an ordinance wednesday, it would be the sixth 
version in four years.

Previous ordinances have failed to stop the proliferation of dispensaries  – 
now estimated at 800 or more. Some are located near schools and residential 
neighborhoods and have become magnets for crime.

The draft ordinance presented Monday by the city attorney’s office 
banned the cash sale of marijuana, a provision that would force many of 
city’s dispensaries to close down immediately. Instead, the law would allow 
cooperatives that would supply medical marijuana to members, who would 
contribute services or work to become members.

The committees heard from more than 70 people, nearly all opposing the 
city attorney’s plan.

GUANTANAMO BAY   (MCT) 
The alleged  9-11 conspirators 
greeted with neither joy nor trepi-
dation the news that they would 
be taken to New York city to face 
a civilian trial for the Sept. 11 at-
tacks.

“They were stoic,” detention 
center commander rear adm. 
Tom copeman said in an inter-
view Tuesday.

“They did not seem surprised,’’ 
he added. “They basically just said, 
‘Thank you for the information.’ 
There was nothing dramatic one 
way or the other.”

attorney general eric holder an-
nounced Friday that confessed 9-11 
mastermind Khalid Sheik Moham-
med and his four co-defendants, 
all former cIa captives, would be 

charged by federal prosecutors “to 
answer to their alleged crimes in a 
courtroom just blocks away from 
where the Twin Towers once stood.’’ 
he urged a death penalty trial.

copeman said the five men got 
the notice over the weekend from 
the chief army jailer at guantan-
amo, col. Bruce Vargo, and the 
prison camp’s staff attorney, Navy 
capt. don Martin. Both senior 
camp officers, they delivered cop-
ies of holder’s announcement in 
english and, for those who needed 
translation, in Pashto and arabic.

all five have bragged about their 
alleged roles in the attacks, in com-
ments to the military judge here. 
They said they welcomed martyr-
dom.

Pentagon defense attorneys for 

four of the five men traveled to the 
base on Monday to attempt to brief 
their clients on the development. 
ramzi bin al-Shibh, whose Navy 
lawyers say he suffers a delusional 
disorder, refused to meet them.

The five accused – two Yemenis, a 
Saudi and the Pakistani Mohammed 
and his nephew –  are still charged 
before a military commission with 
the mass murder of nearly 3,000 
people for allegedly directing, financ-
ing and providing training to the 19 
hijackers who commandeered the 
aircraft that struck the Twin Towers, 
Pentagon and a Pennsylvania field 
on Sept. 11, 2001.

So, they will continue to meet 
twice monthly to plan a common 
defense strategy, copeman said, as 
well as keep laptop computers the 

military prosecutor loaded with 
the evidence against them to help 
them prepare for their now aborted 
military tribunals.

“They probably won’t take them 
with them to New York,’’ cope-
man said, adding no date had been 
slated for their transfer.

Military commissions spokes-
man Joe dellaVedova said the 
prosecution had no immediate 
plans to ask for the laptop comput-
ers back. They have had them for 
about a year.

he also said there were no imme-
diate plans to withdraw the charges.

By law, the defense department 
must notify congress 45 days be-
fore such a transfer as well as co-
ordinate with New York political 
leaders.

Suspected terrorists to be tried in U.S.

Center: a 
plaCe for 
Children 
to grow
From Page 1

The new center has been a labor 
of love for gibbs; she has attended 
every meeting concerning the proj-
ect since 1997.

“The current capacity of where 
we are now is 90 children. The new 
facility will be one-third larger, at 
122 children. The difference in the 
(current) facility is that it was never 
designed for children, and (the new) 
facility is being specifically designed 
to provide a quality early childhood 
environment. we’ve made the cur-
rent facility homey and very success-
ful, but it’s very old. It’s temporary, 
and it’s just not designed for what it’s 
being used for,” gibbs said.

Similar to the current center, the 
new center will also include, “a 
lovely children’s garden designed 
outside the pre-school building; and 
a shared courtyard will house the 
centers pets,” gibbs said.

The project is estimated to cost 

gutierrez said the alliance is “dedi-
cated to support both academically 
and emotionally students that are dis-
enfranchised because of their legal sta-
tus in the country. our goal is to help 
out and motivate aB 540 students 
(to) do well in school through a sup-
port group. we provide a safe zone so 
that students can express themselves, 
their fears, their worries, without 
worrying about anyone judging their 
identity or fear or anyone trying to 
subjugate or threaten them.”

another undocumented student 
who graduated in 2001, who also 
wished to remain anonymous, said 
that the pressures and fears of not hav-
ing legal citizenship weighed on every 
aspect of her life. “Not many undocu-
mented students know that they have 
anxiety,” the graduate said. “But we 
do to an extent. Not many are aware 
that they go through it because maybe 
it seems normal now, but I still get it, 
and I’m sure some undocumented 
students feel that way too.” She said 
that she is still put in situations where 

Madison Schindler, 4, shows off her creation from “Moon Sand” during free time at the Children’s Center on campus.
photo By todd BarneS/daily titan photo editor

$9.3 million. Funding from the proj-
ect has come from a $10 student fee 
increase ($8 of which went to fund 
the new center) that was voted into 
action in 1997 by associated Stu-
dents Inc. specifically for this project.

“No taxpayer, no state money, no 
state university money is going into 
the project; it is all coming from fees 

that were collected through these last 
12 years and will continue to be col-
lected until it’s paid off,” gibbs said.

“we’re very grateful to all the sup-
port we’ve had from the associated 
Students to make this work. In this 
program the children really progress 
and prepare for their further educa-
tion,  but the other really important 

thing to keep in mind (is that) the 
parents, who are students, need this 
service to accomplish their educa-
tion. It’s not just a nice program; it’s 
an essential program,” gibbs said.

ground breaking for the con-
struction will be on dec. 1 and will 
begin with a ceremony at 10 a.m. all 
students are welcome to attend.

she might have to show identification, 
and this makes her very afraid.

“I was just so unsure and so scared 
of them asking 
me for my social 
security number,” 
the graduate said. 
“when some-
one asks you for 
your social secu-
rity number it 
becomes a wall; 
it became a dead 
end. and I’m like, 
‘oK, where do 
I go from here? 
There’s no other 
place I can go. 
This is the class 
I want to take, 
and this is what 
I want, but I can-
not get it because 
there’s not even 
a bridge. There’s 
not even a pathway for it other than 
that nine-digit number.’”

“any undocumented student needs 
support,” she said.

She added that school counselors 

should refer any undocumented stu-
dents they come across to the clubs 
that have been set up for support. 

They need it, 
she said, as 
their situa-
tion is much 
different than 
any other stu-
dent’s. “an 
undocument-
ed student 
does not go 
through the 
same things as 
a native-born 
student.”

The gradu-
ate wanted to 
come back to 
cSUF and 
help out other 
undocument-
ed students. 
“Let’s say you 

didn’t know anything about aB 540. 
That’s oK because it’s not part of 
your problem right now. To me, what 
worries me is that people who are aB 
540, they don’t know that they are aB 

540.”
“This club helps out students that 

are extremely talented and dedicat-
ed in pursuing their education and 
american dream,” gutierrez said. 
“The majority of these students have 
a minimum gPa of 3.50 and include 
math majors, engineer students, biol-
ogy, political science, business, and 
computer science majors as well as 
majors in other fields. These are not 
your average ‘immigrant’ students. 
Many of them worked really hard 
through their high school and college 
careers to receive as many scholarships 
and other opportunities to complete 
their education.” 

The graduate student said that 
while people may see him as a law-
breaker, he feels as much a part of the 
U.S. as anyone who was born within 
its borders. “This country, that’s how 
we were built, with immigrants,” the 
graduate said. “I’m not a criminal. 
Now, people might see it that I’m a 
criminal because I came from a differ-
ent country illegally, right? well, that’s 
what I said at the beginning, if you 
don’t know the history of this country, 
you know, what are you doing here?”

StUdentS: SUpport for the UndoCUmented
From Page 1

“
“These are not your 
average ‘immigrant’ stu-
dents. Many of them 
worked really hard 
through their high school 
and college careers to 
receive as many scholar-
ships and other opportu-
nities to complete their 
education.

– diego gutierrez,
        aSee secretary

IN oTher NewS
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Interracial couples find challenge and acceptance in modern society

In 1966, newlywed couple Rich-
ard and Mildred Loving, recently 
back from their honeymoon, were 
abruptly awoken and arrested in their 
bedroom. According to the state of 
Virginia, which at the time prohib-
ited interracial marriage, they were 
criminals – guilty of marrying the 
“wrong” kind of person – and were 
given a choice to serve one year in 
prison or 25 years in exile from their 
home state. 

The Lovings saw they had only one 
choice: to fight for the right to love 
and be with each other, regardless of 
race, color or creed. 

After much trial, tribulation and 
perseverance, the U.S Supreme Court 
in the case of Loving v. Virginia de-
clared, “The freedom to marry has 
long been recognized as one of the vital 
personal rights essential to the orderly 
pursuit of happiness by free men.” 

The case of Loving v. Virginia pro-
vided light at the end of a dimly-lit 
tunnel and paved the way for many 
interracial couples to live free from 
persecution. 

Many argue that this generation of 
American youths are creating a bold 
new frontier for America, one where 
individuals of all cultures are mixing 
and integrating to form a brilliant 
kaleidoscope of ethnicities. However, 
with change often comes resistance 
and hostility toward accepting a new 
America. 

Thomas Grisby, a 27-year-old ITT 
Tech graduate, experienced the extent 
of society’s acceptance and tolerance 
firsthand.  

“Overall, I think society has made 
a 180,” Grisby, 
who is black and 
previously dated a 
Caucasian woman, 
said. “America has 
evolved so much, 
and not everyone 
is the same race. 
We’re so mixed. 
It’s inevitable that 
everyone will soon 
blend.”   

Despite society’s 
greater acceptance 
toward interracial 
couples, Grisby 
said that certain 
menacing looks 
from a handful of people are ever-
present and hard to ignore.

“I was always on alert, everywhere 
I went, because I knew that we might 
cause problems,” Grisby said. “Most 

of the people star-
ing would focus 
attention on my 
girlfriend, trying 
to tell her with 
their eyes that 
she was doing 
something wrong 
and should be 
ashamed.”  

Ricky Young, 
a 22-year-old 
from Mississippi, 
is a kinesiology 
major visiting 
Cal State Fuller-
ton. Young, who 
is black, shares 
Grisby’s thoughts 
and attitudes re-
garding society’s 
increase in ac-
cepting interra-
cial relationships; 
however, particu-
lar instances of 
discrimination 
have been unfor-
gettable.

“For the most 
part, my girl-
friend and I only 
get slight glances 
and looks, mostly 
from older people,” Young said.

Young described an instance in 
which a Caucasian man tried to ini-
tiate a fight with him after giving 
Young and his girlfriend a disgusted 
look.

“Once he knew I could hold my 
own, he walked away,” Young said. 
“My girlfriend and I were both shak-
en up, and we knew that it was just a 
product of ignorance.”  

Lezlee Hinesmon-Matthews, as-
sistant professor of 
Afro-ethnic studies 
at CSUF, teaches 
many courses on 
the history of rac-
ism and the black 
family. After years 
of teaching a va-
riety of students, 
she feels that many 
of them underesti-
mate the reality of 
discrimination and 
prejudice occurring 
in today’s society.      

“ ( S o u t h e r n 
California) natives 
are used to multi-

culture, and are comfortable with it 
because they have grown up around 
it,” Matthews said. “Some of my stu-
dents who have traveled the states and 
abroad have other stories to tell and 

are often surprised to realize that oth-
ers do not share their same ideals.”

The scale and presence of racism 
seems to significantly vary regionally. 

Many of her students who attempt 
to date interracially begin to realize 
that bigotry still exists, not only out-
side sources but from family as well, 

Matthews said. Many of those who 
embark on an interracial relationship 
feel that it is not worth the strife or 
complication, especially at the risk 
of being ostracized by certain family 
members.  

The repercussions of interracial 
relationships are becoming apparent, 
and in many instances individuals can 
feel neglected or angry when some-
one from within their race chooses to 
date outside the racial spectrum. Mat-
thews notes that these pent up feel-
ings of hurt and animosity can often 
be aimed toward interracial couples 
and prove to perpetuate prejudice.  

Another crucial problem in so-
ciety that serves to impede the pro-
cess of progression and acceptance 
in America are individuals belonging 
to an older generation. In society to-
day, while the merging of races has 
become more widely practiced and 
accepted by the younger generation, 
older generations are usually less tol-
erant and often stigmatize youths for 
their seemingly “taboo” choices. Ten-
sion between the generations arise, 
creating an ever-present tug-of-war of 
conflicting ideas and perceptions.

An example of this would be 
the much-publicized case in which 
Louisiana Justice of the Peace Keith 
Bardwell, a Caucasian male in his 
70s, refused to give a marriage license 
to an interracial New Orleans couple 
on the basis that he disapproved of 
their races mixing with one another, 
saying he was concerned for the chil-
dren they would have together. Many 
older individuals such as Bardwell 
are reluctant to abandon their deep-

By Marlena Coelho-SouSae
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com

Sitting in a stiff blue library chair, 
the petite woman of 25 seemed more 
comfortable in person than on the 
telephone. A nervous laugh belied 
a hidden confidence as she began to 
describe her transition from Ukraine 
to the United States.      

Nataliya Kuryliak Pratsovyta 
spoke in a soft tone with a voice 
appropriate for the Pollak Library; 
she spends most of her time in the 
library these days. Kuryliak Prats-
ovyta, a Fulbright Scholar, moved to 
Fullerton, Calif., in order to pursue 
a vision: a master’s in English and 
comparative literature.      

“She’s definitely the most driven 
person I’ve met,” said Andrea Castle, 
22, a fellow graduate student. “She 
studies 24 hours a day and will come 
to class with 10 pages of notes. She’s 
all kinds of intense.”      

The Fulbright Graduate Students 
Exchange Program is sponsored by 
the U.S. Department of State and 
grants both American and interna-
tional students the opportunity to 
learn from the host country’s educa-
tional system and everyday cultural 
experiences. Funds necessary for 
living and learning in the U.S. are 
provided, according to the program’s 
Web site.

In an interview with “Inside,” a 
CSUF publication, Fulbright Schol-
ar student adviser Volker Janssen 
said the program “recognizes matu-
rity and intellectual flexibility and 
helps any student stand out in the 
academic world and in the job mar-
ket. It can be a life-changing experi-
ence.”      

To be accepted into the program, 
Kuryliak Pratsovyta endured a year-
long process of interviews, essays and 
tests to determine her eligibility.       

Her mother, father and husband 
all highly value education, so when 
the official invitation to study in the 

U.S. came, the whole family cel-
ebrated.      

In the three months since she left 
home, Kuryliak Pratsovyta has been 
renting a room at a private residence 
in Fullerton and studying continu-
ously while trying to adapt to a new 
culture. Every day she is reminded of 
her family by a few pictures stuffed 
into her little brown wallet. Her hus-
band and daughter are waiting for 
Christmas break, when it is expect-
ed that the two will be able to visit 
K u r y l i a k 
Pratsovyta.      

W i t h 
s h i n i n g 
eyes she de-
scribed her 
3-year-old 
and hopes 
her daughter 
will enjoy 
the greenery 
of Kuryliak 
Pratsovyta’s 
new home. 
The lush 
yard and gar-
den of the 
private resi-
dence is a bit 
exotic when compared to their apart-
ment in Ukraine, which is set in the 
middle of the city where buildings 
replace trees.        

Born in the bustling historic city 
of L’viv, Ukraine, Kuryliak Prats-
ovyta’s world expanded at the age of 
7 when she became fascinated with 
traveling.      

“I wanted to travel,” Kuryliak 
Pratsovyta said. “I wanted to be 
able to speak and write to different 
people.”      

Her love of language began in the 
first grade when she took a required 
intensive English course and realized 
early on that English would open 
doors to the whole world.      

Education in Ukraine takes a dif-
ferent shape, especially at the univer-
sity level, Kuryliak Pratsovyta said. 

The system takes a planned approach 
where each major is accompanied by 
a complete list of required courses, 
excluding electives.      

“In Ukraine, all canonized authors 
are included, and you cannot skip 
anything,” Kuryliak Pratsovyta said, 
with a new confidence rising from 
her secure insight on the subject.

During her first study abroad ex-
perience as a junior at Ivan Franko 
National University of L’viv, Kuryliak 
Pratsovyta studied the American edu-

cational system 
and policies at 
Trinity College 
in Hartford, 
Conn.

In the midst 
of her studies, 
a new inter-
est was ignited 
as she was ex-
posed to Amer-
ican literature. 
Kuryliak Prats-
ovyta became 
more excited 
about the field 
as she came to 
understand the 
contemporary 

process and realized American litera-
ture reflects political and historical 
themes that appear in many coun-
tries across the globe, she said.        

“I wanted to see different people 
in different ways,” Kuryliak Prats-
ovyta said. “Literature helps me un-
derstand people more.”      

As for now, Kuryliak Pratsovyta 
must direct her energy toward her 
final master’s project, founded on 
Eastern-European-American authors 
and the immigration process. Ulti-
mately, she strives to complete the 
two-year master’s program in hopes 
to pursue an even loftier goal of ob-
taining her doctorate in English. But 
the future is still unknown and as 
Kuryliak Pratsovyta laughingly said, 
“It’s too early to say. Ask me at the 
end of the semester.”

ly rooted discriminative views, and 
this becomes a reflection of how far 
America has come, and how far it 
needs to go. 

Despite the dismaying reality 
that prejudice still exists, barriers are 
slowly but surely being broken. As 
older generations and their prejudices 
die off, it is up to America’s youth 
to stamp out the legacy of racism by 
passing on messages of cultural diver-
sity and acceptance to future genera-
tions. President Obama, a product of 
an interracial marriage, serves as a tes-
tament to society moving in the right 
direction.

Young personally hasn’t noticed 
any change so far, suggesting that 
it’s too soon to tell whether or not 
Obama has caused America to be 
more understanding toward interra-
cial couples. But in his eyes, the fact 
that Obama was elected and is the 
product of an interracial marriage is 
evidence that many people don’t have 
an issue with it.  

Matthews feels that her students 
are very optimistic Obama will help 
to eliminate society’s racism and dis-
crimination. America’s past has been 
marred by years of slavery and op-
pression. 

Leon and Rosina Watson were married in 1950, just after the 
California Supreme Court became the first in the nation to 
strike down interracial marriage bans. The Oakland couple 
raised three children and remain living in their same home for 
the past 59 years.

PhoTo CourTeSy MCT

“

“   Some of my 
students ... are often 
surprised to realize       
that others do not 
share their same  
ideals.

– Lezlee Hinesmon-
Matthews,

Afro-ethnic studies asst. 
professor

Will work for awareness

Volunteers gathered in the Quad on Tuesday to demonstrate that anyone could be starving and living on the street as part of 
National Hunger and Homelessness Week. Lauren Basal, below, holds a sign showing people how they can help the homeless. “A 
lot of people think, ‘Why should we help (the homeless)?’” Basal said. “It’s really rewarding. Whenever I do something to help 
someone, I walk away with this feeling of satisfaction.”

“I’ve been with this (Hunger and Homelessness Awareness) program for five years,” said Volunteer and Service Center 
coordinator Amy Mattern. “The program is run by students. Every year they come up with what they want to do for the Hunger 
and Homelessness Awareness Week.”

The events will continue today with a four-tent exhibit, emphasizing facts about homelessness in America and how to get involved. 
“There are 35,000 homeless people in Orange County, 24,000 of them are families, 16,000 ... are children,”  Mattern said.

PhoToS By eriC Broude/daily Titan Staff Writer

nataliya Kuryliak         
Pratsovyta

Ukrainian Fulbright Scholar 
studies English in America

By aliSon MunSon
For the Daily Titan

features@dailytitan.com



They hold signs near freeway 
off-ramps or busy intersections, 
sleep in dry riverbeds and ask for 
money outside of local conve-
nience stores. 

The homeless can be seen al-
most everywhere.

Many cities are already affected 
by homelessness, and it is a grow-
ing concern due to the economic 
downturn. 

Local budgets are decreasing 
drastically and setting up more 
shelters and soup kitchens is 
probably not reasonable for most 
cities. 

But busing them out of town 
costs money too. 

Rather than focusing efforts 
on ridding the city of homeless 
people, the money could be bet-
ter spent attacking the root of the 
problem.

Sure, having homeless people 
in a city is an eyesore, but they 
rarely cause harm. 

If a homeless person harms 
anyone, it is more than likely to 
be another homeless person.

I do not understand why lo-
cal governments would pay to 
bus the homeless out of the city, 
except in special circumstances 

such as uniting a homeless person 
with a family member willing to 
take them in.

But what is the point of loading 
the homeless onto a bus and ship-
ping them to another city? 

Do people believe there is a 
chance they will come together to 
form some kind of bum utopia and 
learn to thrive?

Homeless people are often no-
madic. 

Even if they are bussed out, they 
can find a way back. Eventually, 
they will move on to another city 
if they are left alone.

I once worked at a grocery store 
that was a hot spot for the home-
less; they would buy food and alco-
hol and use the restroom.

I did try to stay away from them 
as often as I could. Not because I 
was afraid of them, but because 
they smelled. 

When I did interact with the 
homeless, it was completely harm-
less and often amusing. I heard 
some very interesting stories with 
valuable life lessons.

Their interactions with each 
other are usually more entertain-
ing. 

They vehemently argue in public 
places and are not afraid to speak 
their minds.

If you have seen any of the in-
stallments of the “Bumfights” se-
ries, you know that the homeless 
know how to put on a show.

I am not suggesting that anyone 
gather the change from the couch 
and go find a homeless person and 
attempt to pay them to do stunts 
while you videotape it. 

However, I think cities and citi-
zens should embrace the homeless. 
We should all learn to live more as 
if we have nothing to lose.

By Fred Bloom
Daily Titan Staff Writer 
opinion@dailytitan.com

By Jeremiah magan
Daily Titan Opinion Editor

opinion@dailytitan.com

Is it right for local government officials to relocate homeless people to other cities?

The homeless situation in 
this country is a rapidly growing 
problem. 

According to the Public Law 
Center, “Nearly 35,000 individu-
als and families become homeless 
in Orange County each year.” 

The Los Angeles Times re-
ported in March that there are 
an estimated 75,000 homeless in 
Los Angeles County on any given 
night.

It is understandable that local 
government officials and law en-
forcement officers would be less 
than ecstatic about having a large 
homeless population within their 
city limits. 

The homeless often create un-
comfortable situations for citizens 
and business owners.

People going to a grocery store 
or the bank do not enjoy being 
asked for their spare change. If 
this type of behavior persists, it 
can be expected that people will 
begin to avoid areas where home-
less people are prominent, which 
will hurt local businesses.

The situation is not hopeless; 
there are solutions to the prob-
lem of homeless people on the 
streets. 

If building and funding a home-
less shelter within the city limits is 
not a possibility, then it is entirely 
feasible for city officials and law 
enforcement agents to encourage 
their homeless to move to a city 
better equipped to assist them.

Local governments and residents 
cannot be expected to take care of 
homeless people just because they 
happened to end up there. They 
should exercise some measure of 
compassion when dealing with 
them, but it is unfair to expect ev-
ery city to foot the bill just because 
someone wandered up to a 7-Elev-
en and started begging.

There were allegations in 2006 
that the City of Bellflower was 
dumping its homeless in areas like 
Skid Row for the sole purpose of 
getting them out of the city, ac-
cording to the LA Times. This is 
not the answer. 

Sending homeless people to 
a desolate region only gives the 
homeless a place to congregate. 
More needs to be done to ensure 
that they can become productive 
members of society.

There are organizations like the 
LA Coalition to End Hunger & 
Homelessness and the Midnight 
Mission that work toward helping 
the homeless get back on their feet. 
But these programs are not able to 
establish themselves everywhere. 

They are often centralized in one 
place and can only help those who 
come to them. For example, the 
Opportunity Bus Pass Program, 
which is located in Lancaster, sends 
homeless people to places where 
they have family or can seek other 
means of assistance. 

Sending the homeless to a place 
where they can be helped just 
makes sense.
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Men’s basketball team 
has room to improve

By Juan Saucedo
Daily Titan Staff Writer
opinion@dailytitan.com

It wasn’t easy, and it sure wasn’t 
pretty, but it was definitely entertain-
ing. That’s the only way to describe 
the Cal State Fullerton men’s basket-
ball game against UCLA which was 
aired live on ESPN Monday.

Folks who tuned in to watch the 
first game of ESPN’s second-annual 
College Hoops Tip-Off Marathon 
got to witness the Titans defeat the 
Bruins for the first time in CSUF 
history, breaking UCLA’s streak of 
37 victories over non-ranked, non-
conference foes.

Not only did CSUF escape Pau-
ley Pavilion with a 68-65 victory 
in double-overtime, but the Titans 
overcame an array of turnovers and 
bad shots that kept the Bruins in the 
game. The win also broke UCLA’s 
nine-game winning streak over 
CSUF.

Even though it was one of the 
sloppiest games this season in all of 
college basketball, the two teams’ in-
tensity was electrifying. As a specta-
tor, I felt like I was on an emotional 
roller coaster ride which continued 
even after the end of regulation.

At the start of the game, the Titans 
jumped on the Bruins but couldn’t 
extend on their lead due to traveling 
calls, turnovers, air-balls and missed 
lay-ups. 

Yet, the Bruins couldn’t stop the 
Titans from attacking the basket, 
and at times, CSUF’s speed and ath-
leticism was too much for UCLA to 
defend.

The Titans fought back after 
UCLA led 21-17 with 6:12 in the 
first half and took a 33-27 halftime 
advantage. 

In the second overtime period, the 
Titans nearly made a crucial mistake 
by not being able to inbound the 
ball quick enough, therefore, costing 
them the ball on a five-second call.

But the Bruins couldn’t capitalize 
on the Titans’ mistake, missing the 
ensuing shot and allowing CSUF 
center Bryce Webster to grab the re-
bound that pretty much ended the 
game. 

Although the CSUF players didn’t 
show any jitters in front of a nation-
al television audience, the Titans’ 
sloppy play resulted in 19 turnovers 
compared to UCLA’s 11.

CSUF also shot a meager 40 per-
cent from the field and 20 percent 
from beyond the arc.

“We got a lot of work to do be-
cause we made about a gazillion mis-
takes out there,” said CSUF’s Head 
Coach Bob Burton after the game. 

UCLA also had its share of woes 
on the offensive side, shooting 31 
percent from the field and 17 per-
cent from the three-point line.

Burton’s decision to change up the 
defensive scheme late in the first half 
made all the difference, smothering 
the Bruins the rest of the game. 

Senior Aaron Thompson had an 
amazing game by leading all scorers 
with a career-high 22 points, while 
sophomore Jacques Streeter had the 
most clutch performance by scoring 
most of his 11 points late in the sec-
ond half. 

“I don’t think we played great ... 
I was really glad at how competitive 
we were, and I think we have to get 
a lot better ourselves,” Burton said. 
“We have a long way to go.”

This win should give the Titans 
some good momentum going into 
their game against New Mexico 
State next week at Titan Gym.

Articles written for the Daily Titan by columnists, other Cal State 
Fullerton students or guests do not necessarily reflect the view of the 
Daily Titan or Daily Titan Editorial Board. Only the editorials are 
representative of the views of the Daily Titan Editorial Board. 
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Miscellaneous

REALTOR WILL 
CONTRIBUTE minimum 
$1,000 to CSUF for property list-
ed AND sold by Richard Garcia, 
REEBROKER DRE #01479810. 
(909) 557-8481

5500
Professional Services

24 HR Mailbox & Photo Studio, 
PO Box Rental, FedEx/UPS 
Boxes, Keys Made, Passport, 
Photo Restoration, Enlargement, 
Portrait and Weddings (714) 
870-9411.

6100
Business Opportunities

F I N A L LY  A 
MONEYMAKING WEB 
SITE FOR BEGINNERS! 
EasyCashFlowNowWebsite.
com

6200
Career Opportunities P/T

Marketing intern paid 4-6hrs 
per week for direct mail, web 
marketing. Use MSWord, Excel, 
Powerpoint. Graphics, web soft-
ware a plus. omar@leruinvest-
ments.com

7400
Housing for Rent/Sale

Loft 6mo lease downtown 
Placentia. 3brs/2.5bath, 1700 
square feet, second story, loft, 
full kitchen, room for washer/
dryer, view. $2400/mo, $1200/
deposit, good credit, near CSUF. 
Ed (714)883-3584. Call for 
appointment. 
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Above: Junior forward Gerard Anderson is pumped up after he steals the ball and goes up for a two-handed jam off of a UCLA 
inbounds pass. Top left: The Titan bench celebrates after Anderson’s highlight dunk with four minutes left in regulation. Bottom left: 
Sophomore guard Jacques Streeter slices and dices his way to the basket through three defenders to tie the game at 15-15. Top right: 
Senior guard Aaron Thompson pulls up for a jump shot to push the Titan lead to 10 points. Middle right: Redshirt junior forward 
Jer’Vaughn Johnson tries to drive past UCLA’s Jerime Anderson and Michael Roll. Bottom right: Redshirt center Bryce Webster knocks 
in a left-handed hook shot over UCLA’s Drew Gordon with less than a minute left in regulation.

The Cal State Fullerton men’s basketball team upset the UCLA Bruins 68-65 in double-overtime. This was CSUF’s first win over 
UCLA in the program’s history. The Titans were winless in their previous nine meetings, which were all held at Pauley Pavilion. 
Despite leading as many as 10 points in the second half, the Bruins fought back and pushed the Titans to two extra periods. Thompson 
lead the Titans with a career-high 22 points and matched his career-best in rebounds with nine. Anderson added 14 points, six 
rebounds, five assists and four steals while Streeter, who hit a clutch three-pointer in the second overtime to put the Titans ahead 65-
60, scored 11 points. They held the Bruins to only 31 percent shooting from the field while forcing 11 turnovers. 

photos by chad uemura/daily titan staff photographer

Making Historytitan basketball:


